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BrIGIT,  or  BRIDGET,  and  by  contraction  BRIDE, 
(St.)  a  saint  of  the  Romish  church,  and  the  patroness  of 
Ireland,  flourished  in  the  beginning  of  the  sixth  century, 
and  is  named  in  the  martyrology  of  Bede,  and  in  all  others 
since  that  age.  She  was  born  at  Fochard  in  Ulster,  soon 
after  Ireland  was  converted,  and  took  the  veil  in  her  youth 
from  the  han4s  of  St.  Mel,  nephew  and  disciple  of  St. 
Patrick.  She  built  herself  a  cell  under  a  large  oak,  thence 
called  Kill-dare,  or  the  ceU  of  the  oak,  and  being  joined 
soon  after  by  several  of  her  own  sex,  they  formed  them* 
selves  into  a  religious  community^  which  branched  out  into 
several  other  nunneries  throughout  Ireland,  all  which  ac- 
knowledge her  for  their  mother  and  foundress.  Her  bio* 
graphers  give  no  particulars  of  her  life,  but  what  are  too 
much  of  the  miraculous  kind  for  modern  readers.  Several 
churches  in  England  and  Scotland  are  dedicated  to  her, 
and  some  in  Germany  and  France,  by  which  we  may  guess 
at  her  past  reputation.  According  to  Giraldus  Cambrensis^ 
her  body  was  found,  with  tliose  of  St.  Patrick  and  St.  Co*  , 
lumba,  in  a  triple  vault  at  Down-Patrick  in  1185,  and  wer<s 
all  three  translated  to  the  cathedral  of  the  same  city,  but 
their  monument  was  destroyed  in  the  reign  of  Henry  VIII.' 
She  is  commemorated  in  the  Roman  martyrology  on  the 
first  of  February.  This  Brigit  was  a  virgin;  but  in  the 
Roman  calendar  we  find  another  Bridgit,  a  widow,  the  foun- 
dress of  the  monasteries  of  the  Brigi^tines,  who  died  July 
23,  1373.* 

>  Butler's  Liyesof  the  Saints. 
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BRILL  (Matthew),  an  artist  of  whom  very  few  pard<» 
culars  are  mentioned  ;  the  most  material  are,  that  he  was 
born  Bi  Antwerp,  in  1550,  and  learned  the  rudiments  of 
his  art  in  that  city ;  that  he  went  to  study  at  Rome,  and  in 
a  very  few  years  manifested  so  much  merit  in  landscape 
and  history,  that  Pope  Gregoiy  XIII.  employed  him  to 
work  in  the  Vatican,  and  allowed  him  an  honourable  pen- 
sion as  long  as  he  lived.  He  died  in  1584,  aged  thirty* 
five.  .* 

BRILL  (Paul),  an  excellent  artist,  brother  to  Matthew 
Brill,  was  born  at  Antwerp,  in  1554,  but  bred  to  the  pro* 
fession  of  painting  under  Daniel  Voltelmans.  From  the 
time  of  his  quitting  that  master  till  he  went  to  Italy,  hi» 
manner  was  rather  stiff,  his  pictures  had  a  predominant 
brown  and  yellow  tinge,  and  his  design  and  colouring  were 
equally  indifferent.  But  when  he  visited  his  brother  Mat- 
thew at  Rome,  and  saw  the  works  of  Titian  and  Caracci, 
he  altered  his  Flemish  manner  entirely,  and  fixed  upon  a 
style  that  was  abundantly  pleasing,  with  a  charming  tone 
of  colour.  The  pension  and  employment  which  his  brother 
possessed  at  the  Vatican  w^re  conferred  upon  Paul ;  and 
be  so  far  surpassed  him,  that  he  daily  rose  in  his  reputa- 
tion, till  he  was  considered  as  the  first  in  his  profession. 
Annibal  Caracci  generally  painted  the  figures  iti  his  land- 
scapes, and  by  that  means  increased  their  value  to  a  very 
high  degree.  His  manner  of  painting  is  true,  sweet,  and 
tender ;  the  touchings  of  his  trees  are  firm,  and  yet  deli- 
cate ;  his  scenery,  his  situations,  and  distances,  are  ad- 
mirable, most  of  them  being  taken  from  nature ;  and  the 
masses  of  bis  light  and  shadow  are  strong,  and  very  JucU- 
cious ;  though,  in  some  of  his  small  easel-pictures,  he  may' 
be  sometimes  accounted  rather  too  green,  or  at  least  more 
greenish  than  could  be  wished.  It  is  remarked  of  him, 
that,  in  the  latter  part  of  his  life,  his  landscapes  were 
always  of  a  small  size ;  but  they  are  beautiful  and  exqui-i^ 
sitely  finished,  and  frequently  he  painted  them  on  copper. 
The  genuine  works  of  this  eminent  master  are  now  rarely 
to  be  met  with,  especially  those  of  the  larger  size,  and 
they  afford  prices  that  are  extremely  high  in  every  part  of 
Europe.  Sandrart  observes,  that  in  his  time  the  pictures 
of  Paul  Brill  were  eagerly  coveted  in  all  countries  where 
the  polite  arts  are  encouraged ;  that  abundance  of  pujr-^ 
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chasers  appeared  at  tbe  public  sales,  ambitious  to  possess 
them  ;  and  that  very  large  sums  of  money  were  given  for 
them  whenever  they  could  be  procured.  And  it  seems 
that  their  intrinsic  value  is  not  diminished,  since,  a  very 
few  years  ago,  one  of  the  landscapes  of  this  master  sold  in 
Holland  for  160/.  and  another,  at  an  auction  in  London^ 
for  120  guineas  or  upwards,  and  yet  they  were  deemed  to 
bje  cheaply  purchased.  He  died  in  1626,  aged  seventy- 
two.  V 

.  BRINDLEY  (James),  a  man  of  a  most  uncommon  ge- 
nius for  mechanical  inventions,  and  who  particularly  ex- 
celled in  planning  and'  conducting  inland  navigations,  was 
born  at  Tunsted,  in  the  parish  of  Wormhill,  and  county  o£ 
Derby,  in  1716.  His  parents  were  possessed  of  a  little 
ff:eehold,  the  small  .income  of  which  his  father  dissipated 
by  a  fondness  for  shooting  and  other  field-diversions,  and 
by  keeping  company  with  people  above  his  rank*  The 
consequence  of  this  was,  that  his  son  was  so  totally  neg- 
lected, that  h^  did  not  receive  the  ordinary  rudiments  of 
education.  The  necessities  of  the  family  were  so  pressings 
that  young  Brindley  was  obliged,  as  early  as  possible,  to 
contribute  towards  its  support ;  and,  till  he  was  nearly 
seventeen  years  of  age,  he  was  employed  in  those  kinds  of 
light  labour  which  are  usually  assigned^  in  country  places^ 
to  the  children  of  the  poor.  At  this  period  of  his  life,  he 
bound  himself  apprentice  to  oqe  Bennet,  a  mill-wright^ 
near  Macclesfield,  in  Cheshire,  and  soon  became  expert 
in  the  business;  besides  which,  he  quickly  discovered  a 
strong  attachment  to  the  mechanic  arts  in  general,,  and  a 
genius  for  extending  them  much  farther  than  they  had 
hitherto  been  carried.  In  the  early  part  of  his  apprentice- 
ship, he  was  frequently  left  by  himself,  for  whole  weeks 
together,  to  execute  works  concerning  .which  his  master 
had  given  him  ne  previous  instructions.  These  works^ 
therefore,  he  finished  in  his  own  way ;  and  Mr.  Bennet  was 
often  astonished  at  the  improvements  his  apprentice,  from 
time  to  time^  introduced  into  the  milUwright  business,  and 
earnestly  questioned  him  from  whence  he  had  gained  his 
knowledge.  He  had  not  been  long  at  the  trade,  before 
the  millers,  wherever  he  had  been  employed,  always  chose 
him  i^ain,  in  preference  to  the  master,  or  any  other  worlu 
man  ;  and,  before  the  expiration  of  his  servitude,  at  which 
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time  Mr.  Bennet,  who  was  advanced  in  years,  grew  unable 
to  work,  Mr.  Brindley,  by  his  ingenuity  and  application, 
kept  up  the  business  with  credit,  and  supported  the  old 
man  and  his  family  in  a  comfortable  manner. 

It  may  not  be  amiss*  to  mention  a  singular  instance  of 
our  young  mechanic's  active  and  earnest  attention  to  the 
improvement  of  mill-work.  His  master  having  been  em- 
ployed to  build  an  engine  paper-mill,  which  was  the  first 
of  the  kind  that  had  been  attempted  in  those  parts,  went 
to  see  one  of  them  at  work,  as  a  model  to  copy  after.  But, 
notwithstanding  this,  when  he  had  begun  to  build  the  mill, 
and  prepare  the  wheels,  the  people  of  the  neighbourhood 
were  informed  by  a  milUwright,  who  happened  to  travel 
that  road,  that  Mn  Bennet  was  throwing  his  employers' 
money  away,  and  would  never  be  able  to  complete,  to 
any  effectual  purpose,  the  work  he  had  undertaken.  Mr. 
Brindley,  hearing  of  the  report,  and  being  sensible  that 
he  could  not  depend  upon  his  master  for  proper  instruc* 
tions,  determined .  to  see,  with  his  own  eyes,  the  mill  in* 
tended  to  be  copied.  Accordingly,  without  mentioning 
his  design  to  a  single  person,  he  set  out,  on  a  Saturday 
evening,  after  he  had  finished  the  business  of  the  day ; 
travelled  fifty  miles  on  foot ;  took  a  view  of  the  mill ;  re- 
turned baeky  in  time  for  his  work,  on  Monday  morning ; 
informed  Mr.  Bennet  wherein  he  had  been  deficient ;  and 
completed  the  engine,  to  the  entire  satisfaction  of  the 
proprietors.  Besides  this,  he  made  a  considerable  im- 
provement in  the  press-paper. 

Mr.  Brindley  afterwards  engaged  in  the  mill-wright 
business  on  his  own  account,  and,  by  many  useful  inven- 
tions and  contrivances,  advanced  it  to  a  higher  degree  of 
perfection  than  it  had  formerly  attained ;  so  that  be  ren- 
dered himself  greatly  valued  in  his  neighbourhood,  as  a 
most  ingenious  mechanic.  By  degrees,  his  fame  began  to 
spread  itself  wider  in  the  country,  and  his  genius  was  no 
longer  confined  to  the  particular  branch  in  which  he  had 
hitherto  been  employed.  In  1752,  he  erected  a  very  ex- 
traordinary water-engine  at  Clifton,  in  Lancashire,  for  the 
purpose  of  draining  some  coal-mines,  which  before  were 
worked  at  an  enormous  expenc^.  The  water  for  the  use 
of  this  engine  was  brought  out  of  the  river  Irwell,  by  a 
subterraneous  tunnel,  nearly  six  hundred  yards  in  length, 
carried  through  a  rock ;  and  the  wheel  was  fixed  thirty 
feet  below  the  surface  of  the  ground.    Mn  Brindley's 
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superiority  to  the  mechanics  in  that  part  of  the  kingdom 
where  he  resided,  being  now  well  ascertained,  and  his 
reputation  having  reached  the  metropolis,  be  was  em*, 
ployed  by  N.  Pattison,  esq.  of  London^  and  some  other 
gentlemen,  in  1755,  to  execute  the  larger  wheels  for  a 
new  silk-mill,  at  Congleton,  in  Cheshire.  The  execution 
of  the  smaller  wheels,  and  of  the  more  complex  part  of 
the  machinery,  was  committed  to  another  person,  and  that 
person  had  the  superintendancy  of  the  whole.  He  was 
not,  however,  equal  to  the  undertaking;  for  he  was  obliged, 
after  various  efforts,  to  confess  his  ipability  to  complete 
it.  The  proprietors,  upon  this,  being  greatly  alarmed, 
thought  fit  to  call  in  the  assistance  of  Mr.  Brindley ;  but 
still  left  the  general  management  of  the  construction  of 
the  silk-mill  to  the  former  engineer,  who  refused  to  let 
bim  see  the  whole  model,  and,  by  giving  him  his  work  to 
perform  in  detached  pieces,  without  acquainting  bim  with 
the  result  which  was  wanted,  affected  to  treat  him  as  a 
common  mechanic.  Mr.  Brindley,  who,  in  the  conscious- 
ness of  genius,  felt  his  own  superiority  to  the  man  who 
thus  assumed  an  ascendancy  over  him,  would  not  submit  to 
such  unworthy  treatment.  He  told  the  proprietors,  that 
if  they  would  let  him  know  what  was  the  effect  they  wished 
to  have  produced,  and  would  permit  him  to  perform  the 
business  in  his  own  way,  he  would  finish  the  mill  to  their 
satisfaction.  This  assurance,  joined  with  the  knowledge 
they  had  of  his  ability  and  integrity,  induced  them  to 
trust  the  completion  of  the  mill  solely  to  his  care  ;  and  he 
accomplished  that  very  curious  and  complex  piece  of  ma- 
chinery in  a  manner  far  superior  to  the  expectations  of  his 
employers.  They  had  not  solely  the  pleasure  of  seeing  it 
established,  with  a  most  masterly  skill,  according  to  the 
plan  originally  proposed,  but  of  having  it  constructed  with 
the  addition  of  many  new  and  useful  improvements.  There 
was  one  contrivance  in  particular,  for  winding  the  silk 
upon  the  bobbins  equally,  and  not  in  wreaths ;  and  another 
for  stopping,  in  an  instant,  not  only  the  whole  of  this  ex- 
tensive system  throughout  its  various  and  numerous  apart- 
ments, but  any  part  of  it  individually.  He  invented,  like- 
wise, machines  for  making  all  the  tooth  and  piniou  wheels 
of  the  different  engines.  These  wheels  had  hitherto  been 
cut  by  hand,  with  great  labour,  but  by  means  of  Mr. 
Brindley 's.  machines,  as  much  work  could  be  performed  in 
one  day  as  had  heretofore  required  fourteen.    The  pot- 
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teries  of  Staffordshire  were  also,  about  this  time,  indebted* 
to  him  for  several  valuable  additions  in  the  millsr.  used  by 
them  for  grinding  flint  stones,  by  which  that  process  was 
greatly  facilitated. 

In  the  year  1756,  Mr.  Brindley  undertook  to  erect  a 
8team->engine,  near  Newcastle-under- Line,  upon  a  nbw 
plan.  The  boiler  of  it  was  made  with  brick  and  stone,  in- 
stead of  iron  plates  ;  and  the  water  was  heated  by  fire-flues 
of  a  peculiar  construction  ;  by  which  contrivances  the  con- 
sumption of  fuel,  necessary  for  working  a  steam-engine, 
was  reduced  one  h^f.  He  introduced,  likewise,  in  this 
engine,  cylinders  of  wood,  made  in  the  manner  of  coopers 
ware,  instead  of  iron  ones;  the  former  being  not  only 
cheaper,  but  more  easily  managed  in  the  shafts ;  and  he 
substituted  wood  too  for  iron  in  the  chains  which  worked 
at  the  end  of  the  beam.  His  inventive  genius  displayed 
itself  in  various  other  useful  contrivances,  which  would  pro- 
bably have  brought  the  steam-engine  to.  a  great  degree  of 
perfection,  if  a  number  of  obstacles  had  not  been  thrown 
in  his  way  by  some  interested  engineers,  who  strenuously 
opposed  any  improvements  which  they  could  not  call  their 
own. 

The  disappointment  of  Mr.  Brindley's  good  designs  in 
this  respect  must  have  made  the  less  impression  upon  him, 
as  his  attention  was  soon  after  called  off  to  another  object, 
which,  in  its  consequences,  hath  proved  to  be  of  the 
highest  national  importance ;  namely,  the  projecting  and 
executing  of  Inland  Navigations,  from  whence  the  great- 
est benefits  arise  to  trade  and  commerce.  By  these  na- 
vigations the  expence  of  carriage  is  lessened ;  a  communi- 
cation is  opened  from  one  part  of  the  kingdom  to  another, 
and  fpott^  each  of  those  parts  to  the  sea;  and  hence  the 
products  and  manufactures  of  the  country  are  afforded  at  a 
moderate  price.  In  this  period  of  our  great  mechanic's. 
life,  we  shall  see  the  powers  given  him  by  the  God  of  Na- 
ture, displayed  in  the  production  of  events,  which,  in  any 
age  less  pregnant  with  admirable  works  of  ingenuity  than 
the  present,  would  have  constituted*  a  national  cera.  We 
shall  see  him  triumphing  over  all  the  suggestions  of  envy 
or  prejudice,  thoujgh  aided  by  the  weight  of  established 
customs ;  and  giving  full  scope  to  the  operations  of  a 
strong  and  comprehensive  mind,  which  was  equal  to  the 
most  arduous  undertakings.  This  he  did  under  the  pro-r 
f^ctiop  of  a  noble  duke^  who  had  the  discer^inieiU  to  singly 
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liiin  put,  and  the  steadiness  and  generosity  to  support 
bim,  against  the  opinions  of  those  who  treated  Mr.  Brind- 
ley's  plans  as  chimeras,  and  laughed  at  his  patron  as  an 
idle  projector. 

His  grace  the  Is^te  duke  of  Bridgewater  bad,  at  Worsley^ 
about  seven  miles  from  Manchester,  a  large  estate,  rich 
with  mines  of  coal,,  which  had  hitherto  lain  useless  in  the 
bowels  of  the  earth,  because  the  expence  of  carriage  by 
land  was  too  great  to  find  a  market  for  consumption.  The 
duke,  wishing  to  work  these  mines,  perceived  the  neces- 
sity of  a  canal  from  Worsley  to  Manchester ;  upon  which 
occasion,  Mr.  Brindley,  who  was  now  become  famous  in 
the  country,  was  consulted.  Having  surveyed  the  ground, 
he  declared  the  scheme  to  be  practicable.  In  consequence 
of  this,  an  act  was  obtained,  in  1758  and  1759,  for  en- 
abling his  grace  to  cut  a  canal  from  Worsley  to  Salford, 
near  Manchester,  and  to  carry  the  same  to  or  near  HoUin 
Ferry,  in  the  county  of  Lancaster.  It  being,  however, 
afterwards  discovered,  that  the  navigation  would  be  more 
beneficial,  both  to  the  duke  of  Bridgewater  and  the  public, 
if  carried  over  the  river  Irwell,  near  Barton  bi'idge,  tp 
Manchester,  his  grace  applied  agaip  to  parliament,  and 
procured  an  act,  which  enabled  him  to  vary  the  course  of 
his  canal  agreeably  to  this  new  plan,  and  likewise  to  ex*^ 
tend  a  side  branch  to  Longford  bridge  in  Stretford.  Mr. 
Brindley,  in  the  mean  time,  had  begun  t;hese  great  under- 
takings, being  the  first  of  the  kind  ever  attempted,  in 
England,  with  navigable  subterraneous  tunnels  and  ele- 
vated aqueducts.'  The  principle  laid  down  at  the  com- 
mencement of  this  business  reflects  much  honour  on  the 
noble  undertaker,  as  well  as  upon  his  engineer.  It  was 
resolved  that  the  canal  should  be  perfect  in  its  kind,  and 
that,  in  order  to  preserve  the  level  of  the  water,  it  should 
be  free  from  the  usual  obstructions  of  locks.  But,  in  ac- 
complishing this  end,  many  difficulties  occurred,  which 
were  deemed  unsurmountable.  It  was  necessary  that  the 
canal  should  be  carried  over  rivers,  and  many  large  and 
deep  vallies,  where  it  was  evident  that  such  stupendous 
mounds  of  earth  must  be  raised,  as  could  scarcely,  it  was 
thought,  be  completed  by  the  labour  of  ages :  and,  above 
all,  it  was  not  known  from  what  source  so  large  a  supply 
of  water  ipould  be  drawn,  as,  even  upon  this  improved 
plan,  would  be  requisite  for  the  navigation.  But  Mr, 
brindley,  with  a  strength  of  niir)d  peculiar  to  himself,  and 
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being  possessed  of  the  confidence  of  his  great  patron,  who 
spared  no  ezpence  to  accomplish  his  favourite  design,  con- 
quered all  the  embarrassments  thrown  in  his  way,  not  only 
from  the  nature  of  the  undertaking  itself,  but  by  the  pas* 
sions  and  prejudices  of  interested  individuals :  and  the  ad- 
mirable machines  he  contrived,  and  the  methods  he  took, 
to  facilitate  the. progress  of  the  work,  brought  on  such  a 
r^pid  execution  of  it,  that  the  world  began  to  wonder  how 
it  could  have  been  esteemed  so  difficult.  Thus  ready  are 
men  to  find  out  pretences  for  lessening  the  merit  of  others, 
and  for  hiding,  if  possible,  from  themselves,  the  unplea«- 
sant  idea  of  their  own  inferiority. 

When  the  canal  was  completed  as  far  as  Barton,  where 
the  Irwell  is  navigable  for  large  vessels,  Mr.  Briudiey 
proposed  to  cany  it  over  that  river,  by  an  aqueduct  of 
thirty-nine  feet  above  the  surface  of  the  water.  This, 
however,  being  generally  considered  as  a  wild  and  extra- 
vagant project,  he  desired,  in  order  to  justify  his  conduct 
towards  his  noble  employer,  that  the  opinion  of  another 
engineer  might  be  taken ;  believing  that  he  could  easily 
convince  an  intelligent  person  of  the  practicability  of  his 
design.  A  gentleman  of  eminence  was  accordingly  called 
in ;  who,  being  conducted  to  the  place  where  it  was  in- 
tended that  the  aqueduct  should  be  made,  ridiculed  the  at^ 
tempt;  and  when  the  height  and  dimensions  were  com- 
municated to  him,  he  exclaimed,  '^  I  have  often  heard  of 
castles  in  the  air,  but  never  before  was  shewn  where  any 
of  them  were  to  be  erected.''  This  unfavourable  verdict 
did  not  deter  the  duke  of  Bridgewater  from  following  the 
opinion  of  his  own  engineer.  The  aqueduct  was  immedi- 
ately begun ;  and  it  was  carried  on  with  such  rapidity  and 
success,  as  astonished  all  those  who  but  a  little  before  con- 
demned it  jU3  a  chimerical  scheme.  This  work  commenced 
in  September,  1760,  and  the  first  boat  sailed  over  it  on  the 
17th  of  July,  1761.  From  that  time,  it  was  not  uncom- 
mon to  see  a  boat  loaded  with  forty  tons  drawn  over  the 
aqueduct,  with  great  ease,  by  one  or  two  mules ;  while 
below,  against  the  stream  of  the  Irwell,  persons  had  the 
pain  of  beholding  ten  or  twelve  men  tugging  at  an  equal 
draught :  a  striking  instance  of  the  superiority  pf  a  canal- 
navigation  over  that  of  a  river  not  in  the  tideway.  The 
works  were  then  extended  to  Manchester,  at  which  place 
the  curious  machine  for  landing  coals  upon  the  top  of  the 
hill|  ^ives  a  pleasing  idea  pf  Mr.  Brindley's  address  in  dimi-' 
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nisbiog  labour  by  mechanical  contrivances.  It  may  herfe 
be  observed,  that  the  bason,  in  particular,  for  conveying 
the  superfluous  water  into  the  Irwell,  below  the  canal,  is 
an  instance  of  what  an  attentive  survey  of  this  ingenious 
man^s  works  will  abundantly  evince,  that,  where  occasion 
offered,  be  well  knew  how  to  unite  elegance  with  utility. 

The  duke  of  Bridgewater  perceiving,  more  and  more, 
the  importance  of  these  inland  navigations,  extended  bis 
ideas  to  Liverpool ;  and  though  he  had  every  difficulty  to 
encounter,  that  could  arise  from  the  novelty  of  his  under- 
takings, or  the  fears  and  prejudices  of  those  whose  in* 
terests  were  likely  to  be  effected  by  them,  his  grace  hap- 
pily overcame  all  opposition,  and  obtained,  in  1762,  an 
act  of  parliament  for  branching  his  canal  to  the  tideway  in 
the  Mersey.  This  part  of  the  canal  is  carried  over  the 
rivers  Mersey  and  Bollan,  and  over  many  wide  and  deep 
vallies.  Over  the  valliesit  is  conducted  without  the  assist- 
'  ance  of  a  single  lock  ;  the  level  of  the  water  being  pre- 
served by  raising  a  mound  of  earth,  and  forming  therein  n 
mould,  as  it  may  be  called,  for  the  water.  Across  the  valt- 
ley  at  Stretford,  through  which  the  Mersey  runs,  this  kind 
of  work  extends*  nearly  a  mile.  A  person  might  naturally 
have  been  led  to  conclude,  that  the  conveyance  of  such  a. 
mass  of  earth  must  have  employed  all  the  horses  and  car^ 
riages  in  the  country,  and  that  the  completion  of  it  would 
be  the  business  of  an  age.  But  our  excellent  mechanic 
made  his  canal  subservient  to  this  part  of  his  design,  and 
brought  the  soil  in  boats  of  a  peculiar  construction,  which 
were  conducted  into  caissoons  or  cisterns.  On  opening 
the  bottoms  of  the  boats,  the  earth  was  deposited  where  it 
was  wanted  ;  and  thus,  in  the  easiest  and  simplest  manner, 
the  valley  was  elevated  to  a  proper  level  for  continuing  the 
canal.  The  ground  across  the  Bollan  was  raised  by  tem- 
porary locks,  which  were  formed  of  the  timber  used  in  the 
caissoons  just  mentioned.  In  the  execution  of  every  part 
of  the  navigation,  Mr.  Brindley  displayed  singular  skill 
and  ingenuity  ;  and,  in  order  to  facilitate  his  purpose,  he 
produced  mady  valuable  machines,  which  ought  never  to 
be  forgotten  in  this  kingdom.  Neither  ought  the  oeconomy 
and  forecast  which  are  apparent  through  the  whole  work  to 
be  omitted.  His  oeconomy  and  forecast  are  peculiarly  dis- 
cernible in  the  stops,  or  floodgates,  fixed  in  the  canal, 
where  it  is  above  the  level  of  the  land.  These  stops  are  so 
ii:<;wi3trocted^  tbat^  should  any. of  the  banks  give  way^  and 
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thereby  occasion  a  current,  the  adjoining  gates  will  rise  by 
that  motion  only,  and  prevent  any  other  part  of  the  water 
from  escaping  than  what  is  near  the  breach  between  the 
two  gates. 

The  success  with  which  the  duke  of  Bridgewater^s  under- 
takings were  crowned,  encouraged  a  number  of  gentlemen 
and  manufacturers,  in  Staffordshire,  to  revive  the  idea  of 
a  canal  navigation  through  that  county,  for  the  advance- 
ment of  the  landed  interest  and  the  benefit  of  trade,  in 
conveying  to  market,  at  a  cheaper  rate,  the  products  and 
saanufactures  of  the  interior  parts  of  the  kingdom.     This 
plan  was  patronized,  and  generously  supported,  by  lord 
Gower  and  Mr.  Anson ;  and  it  met  with  the  concurrence 
of  many  persons  of  rank,  fortune,  and  influence  in  the 
neighbouring  counties.     Mr.  Brindley  was,  therefore,  en- 
gaged to  make  a  survey  from  the  Trent  to  the  Mersey ;  and, 
upon  his  reporting  that  it  was  practicable  to  construct  a 
canal,  from  one  of  these  rivers  to  the  other,  and  thereby  to 
unite  the.  ports  of  Liverpool  and  Hull,  a  subscription  for 
carrying  it  into  execution  was  set  on  foot  in  1765,  and  an 
act  of  parliament  was  obtained  in  the  same  year.     In  1766, 
this  canal,  called,  by  the  proprietors,  '^  The  Canal  from 
the  Trent  to  the  Mersey,''  but  more  emphatically,  by  the 
engineer,  the  Grand  Trunk  Navigation,  on  account  of  the 
numerous  branches  which,  he  justly  supposed,  would  be 
extended  every  way  from  it,  was  begun ;  and,  under  his 
direction,    it  was  conducted,   with  great  spirit  and  suc- 
cess, as  long  as  he  lived.     Mr.  Brindley's  life  not  being 
continued  to  the  completion   of  this   important  and   ar- 
duous undertaking,    he   left    it    to    be    finished   by  his 
brother-in-law,    Mr.    Henshalj,    who   put    the    last  hand 
to  it,  in   May    1777,   being  somewhat   less  than   eleven 
years  after  its  commencement.     We  need  not  say,  that 
the  final  execution  of  the  Grand  Trunk  Navigation  gave 
dhe  highest  satisfaction  to  the  proprietors,  and  excited  a 
general  joy  in  a  populous  country,  the  inhabitants  of  which 
already  receive  every  advantage  they  could  wish  from  so 
truly  noble  an  enterprize.     This  canal  is  ninety-three  miles 
in  length  ;  and,  besides  a  large  number  of  bridges  over  it, 
Itas  seventy-six  locks  and  five  tunnels.     The  most  remark- 
able of  the  tunnels  is  the  subterraneous  passage  of  Hare- 
castle,  being  2880  yards  in  length,  and  more  then  seventy 
yards  below  the  surface  of  the  earth.     The  scheme  of  this 
inland  navigation  had  employed  the  thoughts  of  the  ing^-r 
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nious  part  of  the  kingdom  for  upwards  of  twenty  years  be- 
fore^ and  some  surveys  had  beeo  made.  But  Harecastle 
bill,  through  which  the  tunnel  is  constructed,  could  nei* 
ther  be  avoided  nor  overcome  by  any  expedient  the  ablest 
engineers  could  devise.  It  was  Mr.  Brindley  alone  who 
surmounted  this  and  other  difficulties^  arising  from  the  va« 
riety  of  measures,  strata,  and  quick-sands,  which  none 
but  himself  would  have  attempted. 

»  Soon  after  the  navigation  from  the  Trent  to  the  Mersey 
was  undertaken,  application  was  made  to  parliament,  by 
the  gentlemen  of  Staffordshire  and  Worcestershire,  for 
leave  to  construct  a  canal  from  the  Grand  Trunk,  hear  Hay- 
wood in  Staffordshire,  to  the  river  Severn,  near  Bewdleys, 
The  act  being  obtained,  the  design  was  executed  by  our 
great  engineer,  and  hereby  the  port  of  Bristol  was  added 
to  the  two  before  united  ports  of  Liverpool  and  Hull.  This 
canal,  which  is  about  forty-six  miles  in  length,  was  com- 
pleted in  1772.  Mr.  Brindley's  next  undertaking  was  the 
survey  and  execution  of  a  canisil  from  Birmingham,  to  unite 
with  the  Staffordshire  and  Worcestershire  canal  near  Wol- 
verhampton. This  navigation,  which  v\as  finished  in  about 
three  years,  is  twenty-feix  miles  in  length.  As,  by  the 
means  of  it,  vast  quantities  of  coals  are  conveyed  to  the 
river  Severn,  as  well  as  to  Birmingham,  where  there  must 
,be  a  peculiar  demand  for  them,  extraordinaiy  adv^intages 
have  hence. accrued  to  manufactures  and  commerce.  Our 
engineer  advised  the  proprietors  of  the  last  mentioned  na- 
vigation, in  order  to  avoid  the  inconvenience  of  locks,  and 
to  supply  the  canal  more  effectually  with  water,  to  have  a 
tunnel  at  Smethwick.  This  would  have  rendered  it  a  com- 
plete work.  But  his  advice  was  rejected,  and,  to  supply 
the  deficiency,  the  managers  have  lately  erected  two  of 
Messrs.  Watts  and  Boulton's  steam-engines.  The  canal 
from  Droitwich  to  the  river  Severn^  for  the  conveyance  of 
salt  and  coals,  was  likewise  executed  by  Mr.  Brindley. 
By  him,  also,  the  Coventry  navigation  was  planned,  and 
it  was  a  short  time  under  his  direction.  But  a  dispute 
arising  concerning  the  mode  of  execution,  he  resigned  his 
•office ;  which,  it  is  imagined,  the  proprietors  of  that  un- 
dertaking have  since  had  cause  to  lament.  Some  little 
time  before  his  death,  Mr.  Brindley  began  the  Oxfordshire 
canal.  ^  This  unites  with  the  Coventry  canal,  and  forms  a 
continuation  of  the  Grand  Trunk  Navigation  to  Oxford,  and 
tbepce  by  the  Thames  to  London.    The  can^l  from  Che3« 
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terfield  to  the  mer  Trent  at  Stockwith,  was  the  last  ptib^ 
lie  undertaking  in  which  Mr.  Brindley  engaged.  He  sur» 
Teyed  and  planned  the  whole,  and  executed  some  miles  of 
the  navigation^  which  was  succesfully  finished  by  Mr.  Hen- 
•ball,  in  1777.  There  were  few  works  of  this  nature  pro* 
jectedy  in  any  part  of  the  kingdom,  in  which  our  engineer 
was  not  consulted.  He  was  employed^  in  particular,  by 
the  City  of  London,  to  survey  a  course  for  a  canal  from 
Sunning,  near  Reading  in  Berkshire,  to  Monkey  island, 
near  Maidenhead.  '  But  when  application  was  made  to  par-» 
liamenty  for  leave  to  effect  the  design,  the  bill  met  with 
such  a  violent  opposition  from  the  land-owners,  that  it  was 
defeated. 

Mr.  Brindley  had,  for  some  time,  the  direction  of  the 
Calder  navigation  ;  but  he  declined  a  farther  inspection  of 
it,  on  account  of  a  difference  in  opinion  among  the  com* 
missioners.  In  the  year  1766,  he  laid  out  a  canal  from  the 
river  Calder,  at  Cooper's  bridge,  to  Huddersfield  in  York- 
shire, which  hath  since  been  carried  into  execution.  In 
1768,  he  revised  the  plan  for  the  inland  navigation  from 
Leeds  to  Liverpool.  He  was,  likewise,  at  the  first  general 
meeting  of  the  proprietors  after  the  act  of  parliament  had 
|>een  obtained,  appointed  the  engineer  for  conducting  the 
work :  but  the  multiplicity  of  his  other  engagements 
obliged  him  to  decline  this  employqaent.  In  the  same  year, 
he  planned  a  canal  from  Stockton,  by  Darlington,  to  Win- 
ston in  the  bishopric  of  Durham.  Three  plan§,  of  the  like 
kind,  were  formed  by  him  in  1769;  one  from  Leeds  to 
Selby ;  another  from  the  Bristol  channel,  near  Uphill  in 
Somersetshire,  to  Glastonbury,  Taunton,  Wellington,  Ti- 
Terton,  and  Exeter;  and  a  third  from  Langport,  in  the 
county  of  Somerset,  by  way  of  Ilminster,  Chard,  and  Ax- 
minster,  to  the  South  channel,  at  Axmoutb,  in  the  county 
of  Devon.  In  1770,  he  surveyed  the  conntry,  for  a  canal 
frbm  Andover,  by  way  of  Stockbridge  and  Rumsey,  to 
Redbridge,  near  Southampton ;  and,  in  1771,  from  Salis- 
bury, by  Fordingbridge  and  Ringwood,  to  Christchurch. 
He  performed  the  like  office,  in  1772,  for  a  navigation  of 
the  same  kind,  proposed  to  be  carried  on  from  Preston  to 
Lancaster,  and  from  thence  to  Kendal,  in  Westmoreland. 
He  surveyed,  likewise,  and  planned  out  a  canal,  to  join 
that  of  the  duke  of  Bridgewater's  at  Runcorn,  from  Liijer- 

{>ooL    If  this  scheme  had  been  executed,  it  was  Mr.  Brind- 
ey's  intentipn  to  have  constructed  the  work,  by  an  aque- 
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duct  over  the  river  Mersey,  at  a  place  where  the  tide 
flows  fourteen  feet  in  height.     He  also  surveyed  the  county 
of  Chester,  for  a  canal  from  the  Grand  Trunk  to  the  city  of 
Chester.     The  plan  for  joining  the  Forth  and  the  Clyde  • 
was  revised  by  bii;n ;  and  he  proposed  some  considerable 
alterations,  particularly  with  regard  to  the  deepening  of  the 
Clyde,  which   have   been  attended  to  by  the  managers. 
He  was  consulted  upon  several  improvements  with  respect 
to  the  draining  of  the  low  lands,  in  different  parts  of  Lin- 
colnshire and  the  Isle  of  Ely.     A  canal  was,  likewise,  laid 
out  by  him,  for  uniting  that  of  Chesterfield,  by  the  way 
of  Derby,  with  the  Grand  Trunk  at  Swarkstone.     To  the 
corporation  of  Liverpool  J  he  gave   a  plan  for  cleani^ing 
their  docks^of  mud.     This  hath  been  put  into  execution, 
with  the  desired  eifect :  and  he  pointed  out,  also,  the  me- 
thod,  which  has  been  attended  with  equal  success,    of 
building  walls  against  the  sea  without  mortar.     The  last  of 
our  great  mechanic's  ingenious  and  uncommon  contrivan- 
ces, that  we  shall  mention,  is  his  improvement  of  the  ma« 
chine  for  drawing  water  out  of  mines,  by  a  losing  and  a 
gaining  bucket.     This  he  afterwards  employed,  to  advan* 
tage,  in  raising  up  coals  from  the  mines. 

When  any  extraordinary  difficulty  occurred  to  Mr.  Brind- 
ley,  in  the  execution  of  his  works,  having  little  or  no  as-* 
sistance  from  books,  or  the  labours  of  other  men,  his  re« 
sources  lay  within  himself.  In  order,  therefore,  to  be  qui^ 
and  uninterrupted,  whilst  he  was  in  search  of  the  neces<- 
sary  expedients,  he  generally  retired  to  his  bed ;  and  he 
has  been  known  to  lie  there  one,  two,  or  three  days,  till 
he  had  attained  the  object  in  view.  He  then  would  get 
up,  and  execute  his  design  without  any  drawing  or  model. 
Indeed,  it  never  was  his  custom  to  make  either,  unless  he 
was  obliged  to  do  it  to  satisfy  his  employers.  His  memory 
was  so  remarkable,  that  he  has  ofteu  declared  that  he 
could  remember,  and  execute,  all  the  parts  of  the  most 
complex  machine,  provided  he  had  time,  in  his  survey  of 
it,  to  settle  in  his.  mind  the  several  departments,  and 
their  relations  to  each  other.  His  method  of  calculating 
the  powers  of  any  machine  invented  by  him,  was  peculiar 
to  himself.  He  worked  the  question  for  some  time  in  hi» 
head,  and  then  put  down  the  results  in  figures.  After 
this,  taking 4t  up  again  in  that  stage,  he  worked  it  farther 
in  his  mind,  for  a  certain  time,  and  set  down  the  results  as 
before.    In  the  same  way  he  still  proceeded,  making  use 
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of  figures  t)Rly  at  stated  periods  of.  the*  question.  Yet  thd 
ultimate  result  was  generally  true,  though  the  road  he  tra- 
velled in  search  of  it  was  unknown  to  all  but  himself; 
and,  perhaps,  it  would  not  have  been  in  his  power. to  have 
shewn  it  to  another. 

The  attention  which  was  paid  by  Mr.  Brindley  to  objects 
of  peculiar  magnitude  did  not  permit  him  to  indulge  him- 
self in  the  common  diversions  of  life.  Indeed,  he  had  not 
the  least  relish  for  the  amusements  to  which  mankind,  in 
general,  are  so  much  devoted.  He  ntver  seemed  in  his 
element,  if  he  was  not  either  planning  or  executing  some 
great  work,  or  conversing  with  his  friends  upon  subjects  of 
importance.  He  was  once  prevailed  upon,  when  in  Lon- 
don, to  see  a  play.  Having  never  been  at  an  entertain- 
ment of  this  kind  before,  it  had  a  powerful  effect  upon 
him,  and  he  complained,  for  several  days  afterward,  that  , 
it  bad  disturbed  his  ideas,  and  rendered  him  unfit  for  busi- 
ness. He  declared,  therefore,  that  he  would  not  go  to 
another  play  upon  any  account  It  might,  however,  have 
contributed  to  the  longer  duration  of  Mr.  Brindley's  life, 
and  consequently  to  the  farther  benefit  of  the  public,  if 
he  could  have  occasionally  relaxed  the  tone  of  his  mind. 
His  not  being  able  to  do  so,  might  not  solely  arise  from  the 
vigour  of  his  genius,  always  bent  upon  capital  designs ; 
but  be,  in  part,  the  result  of  that  total  want  of  education, 
which,  while  it  might  add  strength  to  bis  powers  in  the 
particular  way  in  which  they  were  exerted,  precluded  him, 
at  the  same  time,  from  those  agreeable  reliefs  that  are  ad- 
ministered by  miscellaneous  reading,  and  a  taste  in  the 
polite  and  elegant  arts.  The  only  fault  he  was  observed  to 
fall  into,  was  bis  suffering  himself  to  be  prevailed  upon  to 
engage  in  more  concerns  than  could  be  completely  at« 
tended  to  by  any  single  man,  how  eminent  soever  might 
be  his  abilities  and  diligence.  It  is  apprehended  that,  by 
this  means,  Mr.  Brindley  shortened  his  days,  and,  in  a  cer- 
tain degree,  abridged  bis  usefulness.  There  is,  at  least, 
the  utmost  reason  to  believe,  that  his  intense  application, 
in  general,  to  the  important  undertakings  he  had  in  hand, 
brought  on  a  hectic  fever,  which  continued  upon  him, 
with  little  or  no  intermission,  for  some  years,  and  at 
length  terminated  his  life.  He  died,  at  Turnhurst,  in 
Staffordshire,  on  th«  30th  of  September,  1772,  in  the 
56th  year  .of  his  age,  and  was  buried  at  New  chapel  in  the 
i^ame  county,  where  an  altar-tomb  has  been  erected  to  his 
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inemoiy.  The  vast  works  Mr.  Brindley  was  engaged  in  at 
the  time  of  his  death,  he  left  to  be  carrjed  on  and  com- 
pleted by  his  brother>in-law^  Mr.  Henshall,  for  whom  he 
had  a  peculiar  regard,  and  of  whose  integrity  and  abilities 
in  conducting  these  works,  he  had  the  highest  opinion. 

Thus  was  the  world  deprived,  at  a  comparatively  early 
period,  of  this  great  genius 

"  Of  mother  wit,  and  wise  \vithout  the  schools," 

who  very  soon  gave  indications  of  uncommon  talents,  and 
extensive  views,  in  the  application  of  mechanical  princi- 
ples ;  and  who,  by  a  happy  concurrence  of  circumstances, 
the  chief  of  which  was  the  patronage  of  his  grace  the  duke 
of  Bridge  water,  was  favoured  with  an  opportunity  of  u»- 
folding  and  displaying  his  wonderful  powers,  in  the  exe««. 
cution  of  works  new  to  this  country,  and  such  as  will  ex- 
tend his  fame,  and  endear  his  memory,  to  future  times.  The 
public  could  only  recognize  the  merit  of  this  .extraordinary 
man  in  the  stupendous  undertakings  which  he  carried  to. 
perfection,  and  exhibited  to  general  view.  But  those  who 
had  the  advantage  of  conversing  with  him  familiaft'ly,  and 
of  knowing  him  well  in  his  private  character,  respected 
him  still  more  for  the  uniform  and  uilsbaken  integrity  of 
his  conduct ;  for  his  steady  attachment  to  the  interest  of 
the  community  ;  for  the  vast  compass  of  his  understanding, 
which  seemed  to  have  a  natural  affinity  with  all  grand  ob^ 
jects ;  and,  likewise,  for  many  noble  and  beneficent  de- 
signs, constantly  generating  in  his  mind,  and  which  the 
multiplicity  of  his  engagements,  and  the  shortness  of  his 
life,  prevented  him  from  bringing  to  maturity.  * 

BRINSLEY  (John),  a  non- conformist  divine,  was  born 
at  Ashby-de-la-Zouch,  in  Leicestershire,  in  1600.  His. 
father  was  also  a  divine  of  the  puritan  kind,  and  master  of 
the  school  at  Asbby.  The  noted  astrologer  William  Lilly, 
was  at  his  school  in  1613.  His  mother  was  sister  to  bishop 
Hall.  After  being  educated  by  his  father,  he  was  admitted 
of  Emanuel  college,  Cambridge,  at  the  age  of  thirteen 
and  a  half.  Having  resided  there  three  or  four  years,  he 
attended  his  uncle  Hall,  then  dean  of  Worcester,  as  his 
umanuensis,  to  the  synod  of  Dort,  and  after  his  return, 
resumed  his  studies  at  Cambridge,  and  being  elected  scho- 

~  1  Biog.  Brit  an  article  procured  from  Mr.  Hnnshal),  Brindley's  brother-in- 
lair,  by  Af essrs.  Wedgewood  and  Bentley,  and  much  of  it  dr^wn  up  by  the  laU 
ter.— Pbilips'a  Hist,  of  lulaiid  Nayigation,  &c. 
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lar  of  the  house,  resided  there  until  he  tools  his  degrefes. 
When  ordained  he  preached  first  at  Preston,  near  Chehns- 
ford,  then  at  Somerleyton  in  Suffolk,  and  lastly  was  called 
to  Yarmouth,  on  the  election  of  the  township,  but  his  prin- 
ciples being  objected  to  by  Dr.  Harsnet,  bishop  of  Nor-. 
wicb>  he  could  only  preach  on  the  week  days  at  a  country 
village  adjoining,  whither  the  people  of  Yarmouth  fol- 
lowed him,  until  the  township  applied  to  the  king  for  his 
licence  for  Mr.  Brinsley  to  preach  in  Yarmouth.  This 
being  granted  by  his  majesty,  he  remained  there  until  the 
restoration,  when  he  was  ejected  with  his  numerous  bre-' 
thren,  who  refused  the  terms  of  conformity.  Although  a 
man  of  moderate  sentiments,  he  appears  to  have  been  in- 
flexible in  the  points  which  divided  so  large  a  body  of 
clergymen  from  the  church,  and  is  said  to  have  refused 
considerable  preferment  to  induce  him  to  remain  in  it. 
He  is  praised  by  his  biographer  for  piety,  and  extensive 
learning  in  theology.  He  died  Jan.  22,  1665.  He  wrote 
several  treatises  enumerated  by  Calamy,  none  of  which, 
we  believe,  are  now  much  known.  He  had  a  son,  Robert, 
who  was  ejected  from  the  university,  and  afterwards  stu- 
died and  took  his  degree  of  M.  D.  at  Leyden,  and  prac- 
tised at  Yarmouth.  ^ 

BRISSON  (Barnaby),  president  of  the  parliament  of 
Paris,  and  an  eminent  lawyer,  was  born  at  Fontenay  in 
Poictou,  about  the  middle  of  the  sixteenth  century.  H^ 
appeared  at  first  with  great  eclat  at  the  bar  of  the  parlia- 
ment; and,  by  his  knowledge  and  skill  in  the  law,  re- 
commended himself  so  powerfully  to  Henry  HI.  of  France, 
that  this  prince  first  made  him  his  advocate  general,  then 
counsellor  of  state,  and  in  1580,  honoured  him  with  the 
dignity  of  president  of  the  parliament.  Scaevola  Sammar- 
thanus  relates,  that  Henry  III.  declared  in  his  hearing, 
that  there  was  not  a  prince  in  Christendom,  who  could 
boast  of  so  learned  a  man  as  Barnaby  Brisson.  The  king 
employed  him  in  several  negociations,  and  sent  him  am- 
bassador into  England.  At  his  return,  he  employed  him  to 
make  a  collection  of  his  own  ordinances,  and  of  those  of 
his  predecessors  ;  which  he  performed  with  wonderful  ex- 
pedition. He  wrote  some  works  m  law :  **  De  verborum, 
qua)  ad  jus  pertinent,  significatione.'*  **  De  formulis  et 
solemnibus  populi  Rdmani  verbis,"  Paris,  1583,  foL   "  De 

1  Calamy.-^Liil^'s  Life  and  Times,  p.  5, 6,  8,  edit.  1774. 
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jri^  FejnmruQi  priftcipatu/'  kc.  1580,  1500,  1599,  8iro; 
^§9^f  4t0 ;  but  iim  best  edUioii  is  that  o^  Strusbufgh^  1 7 10^ 
i^vo^  f^tk  Sylimrgiiiii^  nou^.  He  g&ve  an  p^pectation  of 
jm^re  poitsiderable  ptfrfermancfi;  but  ins  life  was  shortened 
hy  a  V^ry  uofortunate  accident.  Living  at  Paris  wbeni 
Hhfkt  r^bqljiiou^  city  wfs  besieged  by  Henry  IV.  he  reoioa- 
f$rtkt^cl  against  tl^s  treasooabie  practices  of  the  leaguen^ 
9fkOf  under  pretancc  of  the  ho|y  union,  i:anteinhe(l  the 
jrpysU  authority,  i^iuch  was  niuch  imnre  fiacred;  These  re- 
)»giou^  uoutors,  being  dissatisfied  with  his  loyalty,  Ml  Tiii>^ 
lenUy  upon  him,  dragged  him  to  prisonV  and  crucUj 
Mrangled  bim  the  1 5th  of  Nor.  1591. ' 

BEI880T  (PfiTBIt),  an  eminent  Fveiieh  physician,^  wibi 
l9K»m  at  FoDlenai-le  Comte,  in  Pottou,  147^,  aiid  about 
4495  wu  sent  to  Paris,  wliere  he  areiu  through  a  course 
of  philosophy  junder  Vitlenar,  a  famous  professor  of  those 
times.  By  his  advice,  Brissot  resolved  to  be  d  pbydcian, 
»nd  studied  physic  there  for  four  years.  Then  he  begatt 
to  teach  pliilosophy  in  the  university  of  Paris  ;  and,  alter 
he  iiad  done,  this  for  ten  years,  prepared  himself  for  thre 
examinaiions  necessary  to  his  doctor  of  phydc's  degree, 
which  he  took  in  May  1514,  Being  one  erf  those  men 
Who  are  not  contented  mth  custom  and  tradition,  bui 
choose  lo  examine  for  themselves,  he  made  an  exact  com* 
parisox)  between  the  practice  of  his  own  times  and-  the 
doctrine  of  Hippocrates  and  Galen :  and  he  found  that  the 
AiraUans  had  introduced  many  things  into  physic  that  wertf 
i^ontrary  to  the  doctrine  of  those  two  great  masters,  and  to 
reason  and  experience.  He  set  himself  therefore  .to  re-^ 
form  physic ;  and  for  this  purpose  undertook  pubhdy  to 
explain  Gitten'a  books,  instead  of  those  of  Avicenna,  Rha<fc 
sis,  and  Mesn'i,  which  .were  coipmonly  explained  in  tbM 
schools  of  physic ;  but,  Ending  hixaself  obstructed  in  the 
work  of  reformation  by  his  ignoranew  of  botany,  he  resolved 
'to  travel,  in  cxrder  to  acquire  the  knowledge  of  plants,  an4 
put  himself  into  a  capacity  of  correotiqg  phai^macy.  Be^ 
fore,  hoMrevier,  he  lett  Paris,  he  undertook  to  convince  th^ 
public  of  wJiat  he  deemed  an  inveterate'  error ;  but  whtcli 
ipow  is  considered  as  a  matter  of  littlW  consequence.  Th<l 
constant  practice  of  physicians,  iii  the  pleuri^y^  was  to 
bleed  Irom  the  «rm,  not  on  the  side  where  the  distemp  it 
was^  but  the  opposite  side.     Brissot  disputed  about  it  in 

^  Moreri.-H^haufepie.-r-Dict  HUt.— Fr^ecl  7\>i^9fnVU^filimiVB  C^nswyu 
«^M «moin  of  Literature,  vol.  IV.  p.  7.       ' 
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the  phyftic*schools,  coafuted  that  practice,  and  shewed, 
l&bat  it  was  falsely  pretended  to  be  agreeable  to  the  doc- 
trine of  Hippocrates  and  Galen.  He  then  left  Paris  in 
15i8,  and  went  to  Portogal,  stepping  there  at  Ebpra, 
where  be  pHtctised  physic  |  but  his  new  way  of  bleeding 
in  the  pleurisy,  notwithstanding  hb  great  success,  did  not 
please  every  body^  He  received  a  long  and  rude  letter 
,  about  it  from  Denvs,  phjrsician  to  the  king  of  Portugal ; 
which  he  answered,  and  would  have  published  if  death  had 
not  prevented  him  in  1 522.  It  was  printed,  however,  three 
years  after  at  Paris,  and  reprinted  at  Basil  in  1529.  Re« 
natus  Moreau  published  a  new  edition  of  it  at  Paris  in 
1692,  with  a  treatise  of  his  own,  ''  De  missione  sanguinis 
in  pleuritide,"  and  the  life  of  Brissot ;  out  of  which  this 
account  is  taken.  He  never  would  marry,  being  of  opinion 
that  matrimony  did  not  well  agree  with,  study.  One  thing 
is  related  of  bitn,  which  his  biogprapher,  rather  uncharita* 
bly,  says,  deserves  to  be  taken  notice  of,  because  it  is 
singular  in  the  men  of  his  profession;  and  it  is,  that  he 
did  not  love  gain.  He  cared  so  little  for  it,  that  when  he 
wa&  called  to  a  sick  person,  he  looked  into  his  purse ;  and, 
if  he  found  but  two  pieces  of  gold  in  it,  refused  to  go. 
This,  however,  it  is  acknowledged,  was  owing  to  his  great 
|ove  of  study,  from  which  it  was  very  difficult  to  take  him. 
The  dispute  between  Denys  and  Brissot  raised  a  kind  of. 
civil  war  among  the  Portuguese  physicians.  The  business 
was  brought  before  the  tribunal  of  the  university  of  Sala- 
manca,  where  it  was  thoroughly  discussed  by  the  faculty 
of  physic ;  but  in.the  mean  time,  the  partisans  of  Denys 
had  recourse  to  the  authority  of  the  secular  power,  and 
obtained  a  decree,  forbidding  physicians  to  bleed  on  the 
same  side  in  which  the  pleurisy  vras.  At  last  the  nniver* 
sity  of  Salamanca  gave  their  judgment ;  importing,  that 
the  opinion  of  Brissot  was  the  true  doctrine  of  Hippocrates 
and  Galen.  The  follawers  of  Denys  appealed  to  the  em- 
peror about  1529,  thinking  themselves  superior  bodi  in 
authority  an^  number ;  and  the  matter  was  brought  before 
Charles  V.  They  were  not  contented  to  call  the  doctrine 
of  tb^r  adversaries  fabe ;  they  added  that  it  was  impious, 
mortal;  and  as  pernicious  to  the  body  as  Luther's  schism 
to  the  soul.  Tliey  noli,  c^ly  blackened  the  reputation  of 
their  adversaries  by  p^rivate  arts,  but  also  openly  accused 
them  of  ignorance  and  rashness,  of  attempts  on  religion, 
and  of  being  downright  Lutherans  in  physic.     It  fell  out 
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tLnluckrty  for  theniy  that  Charles  III.  dake  of  Savoy,  hap- 
pened to  die  of  a  pleurisy,  after  he  had  b^ti  bled  accord- 
ing to  the  practi<:e  which  Brissot  opposed.     Had  it  not 
been  for  this,  the  empefor,  it  is  thought,  would  baVe  grant- 
ed every  thing  that   Brissofs  adversaries  desired  of  hiinj 
but  .this  accident  induced  him  to  leave  the  cause  uhdecided. 
^*  Two  things," -says  Bayle,    in   his  usual   prattling  Way,- 
^^  occur  in  this  relation,  which  all  wise^nsen  mudt  needs'^ 
condemn  ;  namely,  the  base,  the  disingentiDUs,  the  unphi-^ 
losophic  custom  of  interesting  religion  in  disputes  about 
science*  and  the  folly  and  absurdity. of  mSigistrates  to  be; 
concerned  in  such  disputes.     A  magistrate  is  fbf  the  iiio$t 
part  a  very  incompetent  judge  of  such  matters  ;  and,  as  lie* 
knows  nothing  of  them,  so  he  ought  to  imitat^  Gallio  in' 
this  at.  least,  that  is,  not  to  care  for  them ;  but  to  leave 
those  whose  business  it  is,  to  fight  it  oUt  among  themselves. 
Besides,  authority  has  nothing  to  do  with  philosophy  and 
the  sciences ;  it  should  be  kept  at  a  great  distance  from' 
them,  for  the  same  reason  that  armed  forces  are  removed 
from  a  borough  at  the  time  of  a  general  assize ;  namely, 
that  reason  and  equity  may  have  th^ir  full  play."  * 

BRISSOT  DE  WARVILLE  (Jame3  Peter),  a  very 
active  agent  in  the  French  revolution^  atld  a  victim  to  the 
tyranny  he  had  created,  was  the  son  of  the  ma^iter  of  an 
eating-hpuse,.  and  boru  in  1754  at  Charti'es  in  the  Orlean- 
uois.  After  receiving  a  good  education*  he  was  intended 
for  the  bar,  but  having  served  a  clerkship^ for  five  years^ 
he  relinqviished  the  further  prosecution  of  the  lawj  in  or- 
der to  study  Ilterf^ture  and  the, sciences;  and  an  accidental 
acquaintance  with  some  Englishmen,  and  the  perusal  of 
some  Engliiih  books,  seem  to  have  confirmed  this  determi^- 
nation.  About  this  time  be  chatiged  the  appellation  of 
*'  de  Ouarville"  tp  that  of  Warville,  agreeable  to  the  Eng- 
lish pronunciation^  Having  by  relinquishing  the]  law  ill* 
curred^  ^is  father's  displeasure,  he  was  indebted  to  the 
bounty  of  some  friends,  who  enabled  him  to^prosecutehis^ 
studies  at  Paris  for  two. years ;  after  which  he  became  edi-* 
tor  of  the  **  Courier  de  l'Europ,e,'Va  paper  printed  at  Bou- 
logne ;  but  this  being  discontinued  on  account  of  some  ar- 
ticles iniqaical  to  government^  be  returned  to  Paris,  and  jn 
imitation  of  Voltaire,  £)iderot,  and  D'Aiembertj  who,  a3 
he  imagi^ned,  had  destroyed  religious  tyranny,  began  to 
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atteifipt  the  dettruttion  df  p«1irical  tjrmniijr,  Which  btt  fiiH- 
cied  WIS  reserved  for  his  irresistihle  pen.    To  derelope  the 
whole  of  Ui  plan,  however^  was  n^t  bis  aim  at  first :  and 
be  began,  ^erefore,  with  attacking  such  abuses  as  might 
hai»e  been  removed  without  any  injury  to  an  established  con- 
stitution, but  which,  as  they  could  not  be  wholly  denied,  he 
endeavoured  to  trace  from  the  very  nature  of  monarchy. 
With  this  view  he  published  some  works  on  criminal  juris- 
prudence, as,  in  1780,  his  <^  Theory  of  Criminal  laws,**  2 
vols.  8vo,  and  two  papers  aiwng  out  of  the  subject,  wbkh 
gained  the  prize  in  ^1782,  at  the  academy  of  Chalons-s»i» 
Marne.     He  also  began  a  work  which  was  afterwards  com- 
pleted in   10  vols.  8vo,  ^'  A  philosophical  library  of  the 
oriminal  law,'*  and  a  volonte  concerning  <<  Truth**  and 
*^  Thoughts  on  the  means  of  attaining  Truth  in  aU  the 
branches  of  human  knowledge,'*  which  he  intended  mere-  . 
ly  as  an  introduction  to  a  work  on  a  more  enlarged  and 
eomprehensive  plan.    To  all  these  be  annexed  ideas  of  sin- 
gular importance  and  utility,   although  bis  notions  are 
crude,  and  his  knowledge  superficial. 

Brissot,  at  the  period  of  his  residence  at  Soulogne,  had 
been  introduced  to  iiiadem<MseHe  Dupont,  who  was  em- 
ployed under  mad.  de  Genlis  as  reader  to  the  daughter  of 
the  duke  of  Orleans,  and  whose  mother  kept  a  lodgingr 
house  in  that  place:. and  having  married  this  lady,  he; 
found  it  necessary  to  esrert  bis  literary  talents  for  gaining^ 
a  subsistence.  But  as  France  did  not  afford  that  liberty, 
which  he  wished  to  indulge,  he  formed  a  design  of  printing, 
in  Swisserland  or  Germany,  a  series  of  works  in  a  kind  of 
periodical  publication,  under  the  title  of  ^^  An  universal 
Correspondence  on  points  interesting  to  the  welftire  of 
Man  and  of  Society,"  which  he  proposed  to  smuggle  into 
France.  With  this  view,  he  visited  Geneva  and  NeCl- 
ehatel^  in  order  to  establish  corl^espondences ;  and  he  also 
made  a  journey  to  London,  wh4cii  was  to  be  the  central 
^int  of  the  establishment,  and  the  fixed  residence  of  the 
i^rriters.  His  intentions,  liowev^,  were  divulged  by  the 
treachery  of  some  of  his  confidential  associates  i  and  the 
^tienie  totally  failed.  During  his  abode  in  London,  lie 
^concerted  l3ie  plan  of  a  periodical  work  or  journal,  on  the 
KteiNtare,  tuts,  and  ^politics  of  England,  which,  being  pub- 
lished in  London^  was  allowed  to  he  reprinted  at  Paris,  and 
first  appeared  in  1784.  The  avowed  object  of  this  publt- 
oation,  as  he  himself  declares^  was  ^'tbe  uuivertal  email- 
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f^ipttioii  of  mep."  In  London,  he  was  arrosted  for  debt; 
jbut,  being  liberated  by  the  generosity  of  a  friend,  be  re* 
turned  to  Paris,  where  be  was  committed  to  the  BastiUe 
in  July  1784,  on  the  charge  of  being  concerned  in  a  very 
pbnoxious  publication.  But  by  the  interest  of  the  duke 
of  Orleans,  he  was  released,  on  condition  of  never  residing 
in  England,  and  discontinuing  his  political  cprrespondence. 
In  .1785,  he  published  two  letters  to  the  ^mp^ror  Joseph 
JL  ^^  Concerning  the  Right  of  Emigration,  and  the  Right 
of  tb^  People  to  revoU^"  which  he  applied  particularly  to 
the  case  of  the  Walacbians :  and  in  the  following  year  9^ 
peared  his  ^  Philosophical  Letters  on  the  History  of  £ng- 
Imid,*'  in  2  vols,  and  ^*  A  critical  Examination  of  th^  Trt^ 
yels  of  the  marqiis  de  Chatelleux  in  North  America-"  With 
a  view  of  promoting  a  close,  political,  and  cpmmercial 
union  between  France  and  the  United  State%  be  wrote  in 
1787,  with  the  assistance  of  Clavier^  ^  tract,  eutiU^ 
M  De  la  France  et  des  Etats  Unis,  &c.'*  ^^  On  prance  and 
the  United  States ;  or  on  the  Importance  of  the  American 
Revolution  to  the  kingdom  of  France,  and  the  reciproo^^ 
•dvaatitges  which  wiU  accrue  from  a  coBunercial  In^r* 
course  between  the  two  nations*"  Qf  thps  wopfc^  an  Eng- 
lish translation  was  published,  both  in  England  and  Amer 
rica*  At  this  time  be  wbs  in  the  service  of  the  du^e  of 
Orleani^  as  seoretai^y  to  his  chancery,  with  a  handsome 
^aNtiyy  wd  apartments  in  the  palais  royal ;  and,  withoot 
4oubt,  employed  in  aiding  that  monster  in  his  schemes  of 
ambition.  In  this  situation,  he  wrpre  a  pampUet  ^igaiuat 
the  adminiatratiou  of  the  archbishop  of  Sens,  entitled  *^  Np 
Bankruptcy,  &c"  which  occasioned  the  issuing  pf  ^  liattrp 
idec^ohet  against  hiofi.  Bnt  to  avoid  itseffeoi;,  he  went 
ito  HoUandf  England,  and  the  Low  -  Countries )  and  at 
Jklechiiu,  he  edited  a  newspaper,  called  <*  Le  Courier  Bolr 
•l^ne.*'  For  the  purpose  of  proo^oting  the  views  of  a  so«- 
cje^  at  Paris,  ^^onominated  '^Les  Amis  des>^«rs,^'  an^ 
.(^blisbed  for  the  pi^rppse  qf  abo)i^ikjr  negro  slavey,  he 
if^mharls^d  for  Amer^  in  llHH  j  wd,  4nmg  his  ntwd^o^ 
^.tb«t  cniintry,  he  sought  for  ^  ciMVfsqient  mff^mm^  Mi 
jrtufib  41  <;olony  of  Frenchmen  might  be  lorgMPaMSnd  v^^ 
j^puhji^  according  to  bis  idews  of  poli^M^l.lifop)^.  Ail 
jij^  fetuiin  was  hastened  in  \%^  %  t^e  ic^ti^lligeMe  lie 
nreceiiwd  of  the  progr^a^s  pf  jl^e  fFreiM^  re^lntlPM.  : AAHnr 
.his^r^ival,  hfe  j>^4shed4ii^  <<Ti;^i^  i^  AoiMW^'*  4i^llr 


2S  3  R  I  S  S  O  T. 

Bva),  andtis:he  fcmndthe  attention  of  the  ppblic  directecj 
td  tire  appivoachirig  assemHly  of  the  states-genet-al,  tie 
wrote  his  ^  Pian  of  Conduct  for  the  Deputies  of  the  PeOf 
plc.'^-  'At^his  thhe,  he  had  withdrawn  from  the  partisans  of 
the  duke  of  Orleans;  and  he  took  an  active  part  m  the 
plans  that  werethen  projected  for  the  organization  of  the? 
people,  witha view  to  their  union  and  energy  in  acconir 
pKshing  the  revolution.  -  To  the  lodgings  of  firissot,  as  a 
person  wha  was  held  in  estimation  at  thia  period,. the  keys 
of  the  Bastille,  when  it  was  taken,  were  conveyed  ;  he  also 
became  president  of  the  Jacobin  club ;  and  he  distinguished 
himself  in  various  ways  as  a  zealous  promoter  of  \bose 
revolutionary  principles,  which  afterwards  gave  occasion 
to  a  great  number  of  atrocious  excesses.  After  the  king's 
flight  to  Varennes,  Brissot  openly  supported  the  republican 
cause ;  but,  as  some  form  of  monarchy  was  still  the  object 
of  the  national  wish,  be  was  obliged  to  restrain  his  impe* 
tuOsity.  The  popularity  acquired  by  bis  writings  and 
conduct  wsis  such,  as  to  induce  the  Parisians  to  return  him 
a$  one  of  their  members  in  the  "  Legislative  national  as- 
sembly,"  which  succeeded  the  "  Constituent  assembly ,•• 
in  October  1791,  of  which  assembly  he  was  appointed  ser 
cretary  ;  and  h.e  became  afterwards  a  member  of  the  com- 
mittee of  public  instruction.  Although  inferior  to  many 
others  in  talents  and  knowledge,  bis  activity  raised  him  to 
the  rank  of  head  or  chiief,  in  the  party  denominated  ^*  Gi- 
rondists'- or  ^*  La  Gironde,'*  the  name  of  the  department 
to  which  several  of  its  members  belonged,  and  also  from 
his  own  name  *^  Brissotins.*'  In  his  career  of  ambition,  he 
does  not  se^m  to  have  been  influenced  by  pecuniary  con- 
siderations;  power,  morie  than  wealthy  being  the  object  of 
his  aim ;  for,*  at  this  time^  he  and  his  family  lodged  in  an' 
aparimenit  mp  four  pair  of  stairs,  and  subsisted  oh  bis  sti* 
pend  as  deputy,  and  the  inconsiderable  gains  accruing 
frotoi  it  newspaper.  As  a  determined  enemy  to  monarchy, 
l^e  lyas  ptiretnitting  in  his  efforts  to  engage  the  natjon  in  a 
wafj  with  the  avowed  purpose  of  involving  the  king  and 
his  minfsters  in  difficulties  which  would  terminate  in  their 
ruin,  and  this  part  of  his  political  conduct  must  ever  be 
4itment^  and  execrated  by  the  friends  of  freedom  arid  of 
mankind*  I>l  t^^  impeachment  of  M.  Detes^art,  the  mi^ 
ulster  for  fpreign  aflbirs;  Brissot  took  a  prindpd  lead ;  and 
fllegied  against  him  several  articles  of  ttccusatmn,  in  con- 
sf^denceof  yi\Aehp  he  was  apprehended,  tried  by  Ae  hi^ 
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mtidnul  cotirt  at  Orlwnr,  and  condemned  to  die,  witbont 
being  first  heard  in  his  own  defence^  so  that  he  het^ame 
the  first  victim  to  that  desperate  laction,  which  afterwards 
deli^ed  France  with  blood.    His  colleagues  were  so  com* 
pieteiy  terrified  by  this  event,  that  they  requested  leave  to 
resign,  and  the  ministry  was  at  once  completely  dissolved* 
Their  successors,  appointed  by  the  king,  under  the  direc* 
tion  and  influence  of  Brissot,  were  Dumourier,  Roland,  ^nd 
Clav4dre.    This  appointment  was  followed  by  a  declaration 
ot  war,  decreed  by  the  national  assembly,  against  the  king 
of  Hungary  and  Bohemia ;  and  Brissot,  during  the  exist* 
ence  of  this  administration,  which  terminated  soon,  was 
considered  as  the  most  powerful  person  in  France.    About 
this  time,  Brissot  began  to  entertain  secret  jealousy  and 
suspicion  of  La  Fayette,  .and  concurred  with  other  mem- 
bers of  the  assembly,  in  signing  an  accusation  against  him, 
which,  however,.he  was  not  able  to  substantiate.    He  and  his 
republican  party  were  likewise  industrious  in;  their  endea- 
vours .to  throw  an  odium  on  the  court,  by  alleging,  that  a  * 
private  correspbndence  was  carried  on  between  the  khig 
and  queen  and*  the  e^mperor;  and  they  even  averred,  that 
an  ^^  Austrian  Committee,'*  and  a  conspiracy  in  favour  of ' 
the  enemies  of  the  country,  existed  among  the  friends  of 
the  court. .  The  charge  seemed  to  be  unsupported  by  suffi- 
cient evidence  ;  the  king  publicly  contradicted  these  accu- 
sations as  calumnies ;  nevertheless,  they  made  no  small 
impression  on  the  minds  of  the  public.    To  the  writings 
and  conduct,  of  Brissot,  the  horrid  massacres  attheTuil- 
lerieSj^  on  the  lOtb  of  August^  1792,  have  bcren  principally 
ascribed  ;  aqd  it  is  a  poor  excuse  th^t  he  is  said  to  have 
preserved  the  lives  of  several  of  the  Swiss  guards  on  that 
fatal  day.    He  was  employed  to  draw  up  the  declaration  to 
the  neutral  powers  concerning  the  suspension  of  the  kiog^s 
auldbority ;  but  he  is  s»id  to  have  regarded  with  horror  the 
sanguinary,  spirit  that  Was  now  predominant  among  the 
Ieade]»  of  the  jacobins.    Whilst,  indeed,  he  was  ascending* 
to  the  pinnacle  of  power^  he  seems  to  have  bieen  the  ardent 
advocate  of  innirrection  and  the  revolutioiiary  power :  but 
as  bafopuid  bianself  rused  to  that  station,  }ie  b^gan  to  io- 
Qiilcate^^  order  and  the  constitution,^'  the  usual  cant  of  all 
demagegues  whp  think  they  have  attained  their  object 
bii^the^Qckidg  massaisre  of  the  prisoners  at  Paris  in  Sep- 
tember, be  had  probably  no  otl^r  cpncern,  than  the  in* 
flufenc^  wbkji  bis  irritating  speeches  and  writings  had* 
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mv^f^A  on  the  niiiMls  of  the  more  •9tif€  if Mlii    WliM 
tbe  .'^  Nalionftl  convention^"  the  ide»  of  irbick  is  aaid  ta 
|)gve  been  suggested  by  himi  nttnaied  tbe  dixeeuon  of  tbd 
8l;aie»  aod  araenibled  on  tbe  SOtb  of  Septembery  1 T9S,  hi 
was  returned  as  member  for  tbe  department  of  Eure  anA 
Loire,  his  native  country.     In ,  this  aasmnUy,  be  openijr 
^vowed  bimself  an  advocate  for  ^  repiiblipan  gaiwr Bnn«Bt^ 
in  opposition  both  to  tbe  Jacobins  aad  Orleanista ;  tod  wee 
expelled  tbe  Jacobin  clab.    On  tbis  oecaaion,  be  wrote  la 
^indication  of  bis  public  condect^  voder  the  title  of  **  All 
Address  py  pll  the  Republicans."     He  is  said  to  have  beeii 
ao  far  shocked  by  tbe  prospect  of  tbe  fatal  isaiie  of  diA 
king's  trial*  as  to  have  atteaq^ted  tbs  prea^rvatkm  of  bia 
lifCf  by  deferring  bis  execution  till  the  Constitution  shoalA 
be  perfected ;  a  proposition  of  which  tbe  absurdity  and 
foruelty  are  n^ly  equal.     Tbe  war  with  England^  whieh 
aeon  followed  tbe  death  of  Lotus,  ia  ascribed  to  his  ardoitf 
and  credulity  ^  for  he  was  led  to  imagine,  thas  tbe  codsi^ 
quence  of  it  would  be  a  civil  war  in  this  eonntry ;  and  it  is 
said,  that  this,  as  well  as  the  war  with  Holland,  was  deoMeraid 
in  the  national  convention,  Feb.  i,  1793,  •at  hb  aBOtio«« 
This  charge,  however,  he  retorts  on  his  acci^sers,  and  sayiy 
that  the  anfurchistQ,  by  voting  the  deaA  of  tbe  kiag,  wen^ 
thieimselves  the  authors  of  the  war« 

Brissot^s  inftuence  now  gradually  declined  ;  and  bis  party 
vras  at  length  overpowered  by  a  more  violent  and  sa»^ 
gukiary  fai^tion,  deupminaliiKd  the  ^'  Mountain,''  so  caUad 
from  its  members  usnally  sitting  in  the  oonvuiliDn,  on  tfa# 
ppper  seats  of  the  faaU,  at  the  bc9|d  pf  which  was  Robci» 
pierre»  of  execrable  memory.  The  treachery  and  deaer^ 
tion  of  Dumqarier  iftesrise<x>ntribul^i  to  hasten  tbe  cfewK^ 
Ui  of  tfai»  fiarity.  To  their  iaabeeUity  war  perfidy,  tbe  pubiia 
ca|imdttes  that  threatened  the  eotmtry^  weie^genewlly  aa^ 
cribed ;  mtid,  alter  die  establislmienltef  tbe  *^  i^volutioiiaiy 
tctbuiqilv"  for  the  purpose  ef  varying  crimes  oomsnitted 
i^inat  the  state,  in  Mafoh  ITS),  a  petition  was  presenl«i 
io-tbe  foilomng  month  by  th^jeoninmies  pf  tbe  %&  sections 
pf jP^ds,  veqeipng  that  tiise  c^fbef  the  6|lnHidi8t%  ov  Biti» 
sotins^  <knpiiinoed  jn  it,  ah(^ld  be  kwpeailh^  And  wf>eUe4 
the  conventMxn.  ^  JViarp  j^nd  JoQft  dectei^  of  arress  wesp 
issued  agaiiiist  4te«n;  and  lig^M^  B^MMt  «lM>nf[  fSnf^  tefeti 
who  atteropit^4  ^  widee  bis  escape  iivso  4wil«n4and,  bni 
^as  stopped  andimprison^tl ;  and  in  tike  lett($«m#  OoftAm^ 
be  dnd  01  of  hitt  sesodlimi  feiylMiigbtlM^f ale  we  mf^ 
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MoBarjr  toib«Ml  Bmw>t,  wba  ^hm  elevated  in  thd  mi^ 
of  tiaemf  maintained  a  ^tm  and  tranqml  mind ;  bat,  though 
their  accusers  coitkl  support  their  charges  by  Utile  moM 
than  mere,  surmiaes^  tide  yvbete  p»rty  wan  imiliediately  eon^ 
demn^d  to  the  scaifoid;  aad  tiexi  nomtng  were  )<e4  ti^ 
execution.  There  Bris^ot^  atlier  seeing  the  blood  of  10 
associates  stream  ffom  the  soaffold^  sidimittad  to  the  sUx>lte 
With  ^he  utmost  composure.  In  the  relattons  of  pritatei 
iife^  his  character  stands  wifehoiit  reproach ;  but  these  af<« 
ford  no  counterpoise  to  his  pliblic  conduct*  and  aicheugh 
jbis  sentence  was  unjust  as  eomiRg  from  men  ss  guilty  as 
jhimselt,  it  was  the  natural  censequence  ot  a  tyranny  to  the 
establishment  of  which  he  had  contributed  moftt  kafgety 
than  diost  of  his  countrymen.  * 

BK18TOW   (AictiARD),  an  eminent  Bomaiv  cudtolie 

j^riesc  and. writer  in  tiie  reign  of  queen  Elizabefh,  waabofH 

Ht  Worcester,  in  I5$8.     in  1^55  he  was  entered  of  Kxeter 

eoUegOi  Oxford,  according  to  Pits,  which  Wood  doubtd  $ 

but  be  took  bis  degree  of  B.  A.  inf  1559,  and  M.  A.  in  1562^ 

'  at  which  last  time  he  was  a  Member  of  Christ  church.    He 

and  4be  celebrated  Campian  were  ao  esteemed  for  theit 

talents^  as  to  be  selected  to  entertain  queen  Etiaa^th  #iA 

a  public  disputation  in  I56e«     Bristow  was  afterwards^  in 

July  i S€7f  made  a  fellow  of  Eiieter  eoUege,  by  the  intereit 

of  m  William  Petre^  who  had  founded  some  fellowships  tn 

idMit  .coUege^  and  who  would  have  promoted  bim  furtber, 

bad  he  not  k^d  himself  open  to  tlie  suspi^fon  of  holding 

pepit^i  tenets ;.  and  tlua  appeared  osore  plainly  by  his  qutt-i 

liog  the  university  on  aardinal  Akn'a  iUj^iution.    He  #eflt 

duG^  to  Do  way,  a»A  after  proseicujttng  bis  l^ologieal  stu« 

di4»  in  thai;  axsademy,  was  admitti^  to  W^  doe tor*s  degree 

»i^l\9f  tmdv  aaifs.iiisMtig^aipberf  #a6  Alan^s  <^ right  hvtti 

upen  aU  op^sions';"     He  was  madid  pvefeet  of  studies^ 

leetiired  dn  itfae  iteriptmn»  and  iin'theubwnce  of  Alan  M^fi^ 

m  .reagent  of  itjhe  icdikige.    liia  intenie  studies^  liowever^ 

ii^JMsed  a  Mdstitiitieo  oi'iginaAy  tevy  weak,   and  aft^  t 

jmnraeyiQ.fipaii  ishkh  blid  i^ery  tUde  elEset,  ftewM  t-eeote* 

melMlmi  to^  .hia  native  lAr.     On  Ms  miurB^  to  £tt^ftiid» 

he  maided. foi-li  wry  Ain  time  #iili  a  Ml«.  Bellamy,  a  gefi« 

tj^fiiao  of  fonome^  at  Harrow  oii  the  MiU^  where  he  died 

Oct.  1^,  I  Ml.  *^Tke'  p0fMk  biatorians  ^iowicur  in  expi^^** 

>ng  the  loss  their  cause  suffered  by  bis  death,  he  beii\g 
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teemed  *^  an  Alan  in  pmdence,  arfitApleton  in  aentenasli^  b, 
Canpiap  in  eloquence^  a.Wrigbtin  theobgy,  and  a  Mar* 
tin  in  languages^'V  >  He  wrote,  1.  <^  Dr.  Brislow*s  motives/* 
Antwerp^  1574,:1599,.8t«^  translated  ^ften^ards  into  La* 
tin,  by  Dr.  Worthington,  Doway,  1 608,  4to.  3.  *«  A  Re« 
ply  to  WtUiaot  J'qlk  (his  :ablnst  antagonist),  in  defecie<&>of 
Dr.  Allen. (Alanfa)  aitieles^  and  book  of  purgatory,^*  lion* 
vain,  1580,  .4to.  3.  .^f  Fif^-one  demands,  to  be  proposed 
by  catholics  to  heretics,"  London,  1592,  4to.  4.  **  Veri* 
tates.AuresB  S.  &  £ccle8i8&,"  16L6.  -  5.  ^^  Tabula  in  sum* 
mam  theologicam  &  Thomas  A  qoinatis,'*  1579.  Rewrote 
also  ^^  An. Apology  in  defence  of  Alan  and  himself/'  and 
notes  upon  the  RbeieM^Testament.  ^ 

BRITANNICO  (John .  AMdSLO),  an  eminent  ItaKan 
scholar  of  the  fifteenth' centsry,.' was  born  in  tbe  Brmcian 
territory^  of  a  family  origmaUy  from  Great  Britain ;  and 
having  studied  at  Padua  about  the  year  1470,  kept  school 
at  Brescia,  and  distingpiished  himself  by  several  learned 
annotations  on  various  clasnc  authors,  particularly  Juveita)> 
Lucan,  Horace,  Pernus,  and  Statins  in  his  Acbitleid.  He 
also  wrote  grammaticid  and  other  tracts^  and  an  eulogy  on 
Bartholomew  Cajetan.  :  He  .is  supposed  not  to  have  long 
survived  the  year  1516,  and  did  not  live  to  publish  his 
notes  upon  Pliny's  Natural  History.  His  Statins  was  pub- 
lished in  1485,  foL  and  his  Juvenal  in  1512,  Venice,  fok' 

BRITO  (B&rnaaddb),  a  Portuguese  historian,  waa  bom 
at  Almeida,-  Aug.  20,  1669^  and  entered  young  infeO'  the 
order  of  tbe  Cistercians,  by  whom  he  was  seat  to  Italy  to 
be  educated.  During  his  studies  he  betrayed  much  mocia 
fondness  for  histcuy  than  for  philosqpiqr  or  divioit]^  yet 
did  not'n^ljsct  the  laUcrso  far  aa  to  bis  uoaUe  to  teaofa^ 
both,  which  be  did-with  reputation  on.  his,  return  home. 
His  abilities  in.  investigating,  the  affiura  of  Portugal  pffo« 
cured  him  the  office  of  fimt  biatociogtaplier  .of  Portugal, 
and  he  was  the  fixatwho  endeavoured  to,  give  a  legolar 
form  to  its  history, .  two  folio  v<dumea  of*  which  he  ]MiIk 
lished  iu  1597,  at  Alcoba^a,  and  I60d,  at  Lisbon,  under 
the  title  of  <<  Monarchia.Lusitaaa."  .  It  is  written  vHth  ele* 
gance ;  and  was  brought  down.  ti>  AMaasoa  UL  by  Antony 
and  Francis  Brandaoo,  monka  of  the  sameerder,  making^ 
in  all  7.  vols.    He  pubiisbed  .also,  2«  Panegyrics  of  tbc^- 

1  Dodd'8  Cfa.  Hitt  vol.  II — ^Pitf .— Ttnner.— Ath.  Oy.  Tol  I. 
*  Ocii.  Diet*— Mo(«ri.— Ssxii  Onomast. 
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lyings  of  Portugal,  wtdi  thrir  portftiUk  3.  Ancient  Ceo- 
gra(»fay  of  Portugal.  4.  Cbronide  of  tbe  Cistercian  order. 
The  *<  Guerra  Brtnlica,'*  Lisbon,  itf75,  2  vols,  fcdio,  i$ 
by  Francis  de  Brito^  a  different  person  from  Bernard,  who 
died  in  16 L7.* 

BRITTON  (Thomas),  a  very  singular  personage,  known 
by  tbe  name  of  the  Musical  SmalUcoal  Man,  was  bom  at 
or  near  Higham  Ferrers,  in  Northamptonshire,  about  the 
middle  of  the  seventeenth  century,  and  went  from  thence 
to  London,  where  be  bound  himself  apprentice  to  a  small* 
coal  man.  He  served  seven  years,  and  returned. to  North* 
amptonshire,  his  master  giving  him  a  sum  of  money  not 
to  set  up :  but,  after  this  money  was  spent,  he  returned  again 
to  London,  and  set  up  the  trade  of  small-coai,  which  he 
continued  to  the  end  c^  his  life.  Some  time  after  he  had 
been  settled  in  budness  here,  he  became  acquainted  with 
Br;  Garaniere,  bis  ndghbour,  an  eminent  chemist,  who, 
*  admitting  him  into  his  laboratory,  Tom,  with  the  doctor's 
consent,  and  his  own  observation,  soon  became  a  notable 
chemist ;  contrived  and  built  himself  a  moving  laboratory, 
in  which j  according  to  Hearne,  ^he  perfcnrmed  with  little 
-expence  and  trouble  such  things  as  had  never  been  done 
.before^"  Besides  his  great  skill  in  chemistry,  he  became 
a  ^practical,  and,  as  was  thought,  a  theoretical  musidan. 
Tt^tion  only  informs  us  that  he  was  very  fond  of  music, 
'aiid>tbat  hewas  able  to  perform  on  the  viol  da  gamba  at 
hss  own  concerts,  which  he  atfir^t  established  gratis  iniiis 
iniseraUe  hoirae,  whieii  was  an  old  mean  building,  the 
gf oaoKbfloor  of  which  iWas  a  repository  for  his  snoalUcoal ; 
oyer  this  was  his  concert<*roomy  long,  low,  and  narrow,  to 
wfaidu  tkeise  was  ne  other  ascent  ihan  by  a  pair  of  stairs  on 
the  outside^  so  perpendicular  and  harrow,  as  scarcely  to 
be '^mounted  without  crawling. 

'  .  iisavne  attows  liim  to  have  beett  a  very  diligent  ec^lec- 
torc^oldtbooksof  all  kinds,  which,  in  his  courses  through 
tbe  town  crying  his  small-coal,  he  had  a  good  opportunity 
ofy  doing  at  stalls,  where  he  used  to  stop  and  select  for 
'punrhase  whatever  was  ancient,  particularly  on  his  two  fa-* 
vourite  objects  ofebem^siry  and  music.  On  the  former, 
itr^bas  naturally  been  suggested  that  be  had  picked  up 
books  bh '  Rosicrucian  mysteries,  and  not  impossible  but 
Aat  he  may  have  wasiM  sbme  of  his  small-coals  in  the 
great  fecrels  of  al^dlMeiny  in  the  transmutation  of  metals. 
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reipect  tD  mo8te»  be  collected  all  the  elettientary 
books  in  English  that  were  tb^n  extant ;  •nek  as  Moiiey^i^ 
iiitroductiou,  Simpsda's  diviaiQn  violisit,  Playibvdy  Butler, 
Bsttiy  and  Maee ;  nine  books  of  iostructioo  {or  the  psaU 
mody,  tlutei  and  mock  trumpet.  But  brides  bu  >ast 
eoUection  of  printed  music,  the  catalogue  6f  wbich  fills 
Mght  pages  iu  4t0,  of  sir  J.  Hawkins's  Hisc.  of  Music,  he 
•eems  to  have  been  s«efa  an  indefatigable  copyist,  that  he 
is  said  to  haTO  tranaeribed  with  his  own  hand,  very  neatly 
and  -accurately,  a  collectioa  of  music  which  aold  after  hu 
decease  for  near  100/. 

Mr.  Walpole,  in  bis  Anecdotes,  aays,  that  ^  Woolaatoa 
the  painter,  who  was  a  good  performer  on  die  Ttolin  and 
Ante,  had  played  at  tke  concert  held  at  the  house  of  that 
extraordinary  person,  Thomas  Britton  the  smalUcoal  man^ 
wbose  picture  he  twice  drew,  one  of  which  ^nui  pcHrchaeed, 
Jijreir  Hans  Sbane,  and  is  now  in  the  British  mtts^um : 
llhete  is  a  niezaetinto  from  it.  T.  Britton,  who  made  mfuch 
lioM  in  his  time,  considering  his  low  statioa  and  trade, 
was  a  collector  of  ail  8<»fts  of  curiosities,  particularly 
idrawin^  psinis^  books,-  roaimaeripfts  on  wncommon  aub* 
^ects,  aa  mystic. divioity,  the  philosopher'a  stone,  jjKlicxid 
eatfohigy,  and  m^ic ;  and  musical  inatmsiefits,  both  ih 
and  out  of  vogue.  Various  were  the  opioiona  jcouceming 
liim ;  some  thought  hia  musical  assembly  ooiliy  a  cover  for 
jeditious  meetingps;  titbers^  far  laagkal  pufpoaes.  He 
wes  taken  for  an  atheist,  a  pMabyterian,  a  |cauft.  Bwt 
Wooiaston  the  paiater,  and  the  son  of  a  gentleann  who 
had  likewise  beeci  m  mea»ber  of  that  dub,  averted  it  as 
4dieir  optnioas,  that  firittoii  was  a  plain,  siasple,  honest 
cuaai,  who  ody  meant  to  aan»e  bionelf.  The  subscrip- 
tion was  but  ten  shillings  a  }«ar ;  Britton  found  the  instru- 
ments, and  they  had  coffee  at  a  penny  a  dish.  Sir  Hmbs 
^Hoame  bougfaa  wiaay  o£  his  hooka  and  MSfi.  now  in  the 
'  Mnaeam,  when  -tbey  were  sold  by  auctidu  aH  Tom'a  6offee«- 
bonne,  near  Ludgate.^' 

Dr.  Buitiey  au  early  life  convened  /withuaeaibem  of  this 
eenoert^  wbo  spoke  of  him  in  tbe  aame  jiMiner.  So  hie 
as  tbe  middle  of  tbe  last  ceotory,  auesDzeduto  printaof  him 
wgene  in  all  th^  print-shops,  jpaiticubriy  mil  eaoeiiait  one 
by  Smith,  wader  wbicb,  aad  ahuost  aii;tbe  priols  at  firsttoii, 
were  tbeibllowing  verses,  by.  Hu^;bM»'«vbo  fretpaently  pea- 
fanned  on  die  violtB  at  ehe  cpfloaita  of  tbia  iagfUapga 
small-coal  man: 
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'^  Thougjbi  ivienn  thy  ruik«  yet  in  thy  hsmlde  oA 
Did  gentle  peace,  and  arts,  unpureh^^^  dwell; 
Well  pleased,  Apollo  thither  led  hi»  traioi 
And  music  warbled  in  her  sweetest  strain. 
-    CyBenius  so,  as  fables  tell,  and  Jove, 

Came  willing  guests  to  poor  Philemon's  grove. 
Let  uwlest  pomp 'behold,  and  blush  to  find, 
Sp  low  natation,  such  a  liberal  mind." 

In  most  of  tb^  prints,  be  was  represented  with  bis  sack 
of  $naUK:pal  on  iiii  fiboolder,  and  iiiis  measure  of  retail  itt 
bis  band.  In  the  Guardian,  No.  14i,  Steele,  speaking  of  the 
varietjr  of  original  and  odd  characterfi,  which  our  firee  go-* 
vernment  pDQDdu^es^  says :  ^^  We  have  a  small-coal  man,  whp 
beginning  witb  two  plain  notes,  which  made  up  his  daily 
cry,:  has  made  himself  master  of  the  whole  compass  of  the 
gamomt,  and  has  frequent  concerts  of  music  at  his  own 
house,  for  the  entertainment  of  himself  and  friends.*' 

But  the  assertion  of  sir  John  Hawkins,  that  Britton  was 
tfae  first  who  had  a  meeting  that  corresponded  with  the 
idea  of  a  concert,  is  not  correct :  in  the  time  of  Charles  I. 
and  during  the  usurpation,  at  Oxford,  meetings  for  the 
performance  of  Fancies  in  six  and  seven  parts,  which  pre- 
ceded sonatas  and  concerts,  were  very  common.     And  in 
Charles  the. Second* s  time.  Banister,  father  and  son,  had 
eoiicerts,    first  at  taverns  and  public-houses,   and  after- 
wards at  York-buildings.     It  is,    perhaps,    not  a  matter 
worthy  of  dispute ;  but  we  imagine  that  it  would  be  difii* 
euit  to  prove  that  Handel  ever  played  at  the  small-coal 
wan^s  concert.     Handel  was  proud,  and  never  had  much 
respect  for  English  composers.     He  had  been  caressed  and 
patronised  by  princes  and  nobles  so  long,  that  he  would  as 
soon  have  gone  into  a  coaUpit  to  play  at  a  concert,  as  to  the 
bovel  of  our  vender  of  small- coal. 

About  die  x^mmencement  of  the  last  century,  a  passion 
prevailed  among  several  persons  of  distinction,  of  collecting 
oM  books  and  MS8. ;  and  it  was  their  Baturday^s  amuse- 
ment during  winter,  to  ramble  through  various  quarters  of 
the  town  in  pursuit  of  these  treasures.  The  earls  of  Ox- 
ford, Pembroke,  Sunderland,  and  Wincbelsea,  and  the 
Mat  of  Devonshire,  were  of  this  party,  and  Mr.  Bagford 
and  other  collectors  assisted  them  in  their  researches. 
Brittota  appears  to  have  been  employed  by  them ;  and,  as 
he  vras  a  very  modest,  decent,  and  unpresuming  man,  he 
^as  a  sparer  in  their  conversation,  when  they  met  after 
their  morning's  walk,  at  a  bookseUer^s9bop  in  Am^iJiiaAalaiie. 
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Britton  used  t6 'pitch  hb  coiELl-sack  on  a  bulk  kt  the  dooiV 
and,  dressed  in  bis  blue  frock,  to  step  in  and  spend  an  houf 
with  the  company.  Bat  it  was  not  only  by  a  few  literary 
lords  that  his  acquaintance  was  cultivated ;  his  huuibie  roof 
was  frequented  by  assemblies  of  the  fair  and  the  gay ;  and 
his  fondness  for  music  caused  him  to  be  known  by  many 
dilettanti  and  professors,  who  formed  themselves  into  a  club 
at  his  house,  where  capital  pieces  were  played  by  some 
of  the  firfit  professional  artists,  and  other  practitioners^ 
and  here  Oubourg,  when  a  child,  played,  sending  upon  a 
joint-stool,  the  first  solo  that  he  ever  executed  in  public. 

The  circumstances  of  his  death  were  very  extraordinary. 
A  ventriloquist  was  introduced  into  his  company  by  one 
justice  Robe,  who  was  fond  of  mischievous  jests.  This^ 
man,  in  a  voice  seemingly  coming  from  a  distance,  an- 
nounced to  poor  Britton  bis  approaching  end,  and  bid  him. 
prepare  for  it,  by  repeating  the  Lord's  prayer  on  his  knees. 
The  poor  man  did  so,  but  the  affair  dwelt  so  much  upon 
his  imagination,  that  he  died  in  a  few  days,  leaving  justice 
Robe  to  enjoy  the  fruits  of  bis  mirth.  His  death  hap- 
pened in  September,  1714,  when  he  was  upwards  of  sixty 
years  of  age. 

Britton's  wife  survived  her  husband.  He  left  little  behind 
him,  except  his  books,  his  collection  of  manuscript  and 
printed  music,  and. musical  instrunients ;  all  which  were 
sold  by  auction,  and  catalogues  of  them  are  in  the  bands 
of  some  collectors  of  curiosities.  His  instrumental  music 
consists  of  160  articles;  his  vocal,  of  42;  11  scores;  in*' 
struments,  27,  All  these  are  specified  in  Hawkins's  His- 
tory of  music,  but  we  shall  add  the  title<page  of  the  ca- 
talogue of  his  library  :  **  The  library  of  Mr.  Thomas 
Britton,  small- coal  man,  deceased ;  who,  at  his  own  charge, 
kept  up  a  concert  of  music  above  forty  years,  in  bis  little 
cottage;  being  a  curious'  collection  of  every  ancient  and 
uncommon  book  in  divinity,  history,  physic,  chemi^try^ 
magick,  &c.  Also  a  collation  of  MSS.  chiefly  on  vellum^ 
which  will  be  sold  by  aoctiou  at  Paul's  coffee-house,  &c. 
Jan.  1714-15,"  &c.  It  .contained  102  articles  in  folio  ^ 
270  in  4to ;  664  in  8vo ;  50  pamphlets,  and  twenty-three 
MSS.  A  few  of  the  works  in  8vo  were  sufficiently  ama^ 
tory.  A  copy  of  this  now  very  rare  catalogue  is  in  Mr. 
Heber's  excellent  library.  ^ 

1  Hawkios'd  Hift.  of  Mastc— 'WalpoIe*s  Anecdotes  of  Painters. — Kees^s  Cy-^ 
cYopadia.— %Annaal  Register,  vols.  VIII.  and  XX. — Spectator,  wttb  notety  Vol. 
VXIl.  p.  SOS.«-iGuardiMi,  wol  n.a30.-~Dibdin's  Bibliomania. 
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BRIXIUS,  or  DE  BRIE  (GERMAm),  a  learned  French- 
inan,  was  born  about  the  end  of  the  fifteenth  century,  at 
Auxerre^  or  in  that  diocese ,  and  in.  his  education  made 
gresit  progress  in  the  learned  languages,  particularly  the 
Greek,  from  which  be  translated  into  Latin,  Chrysoatom^s 
treatise  on  the  priesthood ;  his  first  eight  homilies  on  the 
epistle  of  St.  Paul  to  the  Romans,  and  some  other  works, 
which  contributed  very  much  to  his  reputation.  He  used 
frequently  to  compose  Greek  verses,  with  which  he  enter- 
tained the  literati  at  his  bouse,  where  they  werevsure  of  an 
open  tiable.  From  1512  he  was  secretary  to  queen  Anne, 
and  archdeaQon  of  Albi.  In  1515  he  had  a  canonry  con- 
ferred upon  him  in.  the  church  of  Auxerre,  which,  in  1520, 
he  resigned,  on  being  promoted  to  the  same  rank  at  Paris. 
He  calls  himself  almoner  to  the  king  in  the  title  of  his  rai:e 
book  '^  Germani  Brixiiy  gratulatorise  quatuor  ad  totidem 
virps  classissirnqs,  &C.*'.  Paris,  i531,  4to.  This  contains 
also  four  letters  to  Erasmus,  Jerome  Vida,  Sadblet,  and 
Lazarii^  Bay f,.  with  siome.  Latin,  poetry  addressed  to  Fran?* 
cis  I.,  on  a  marble  statue  of  Venus,  which  the  chevalier 
Renz  had  presented  to  that  soyereign.  He  published  also 
an  edition  of  Longolius's  defences,  ^^  Christ.  Longolii  per- 
diielUonis  rei  defeosiones  duaB,'V  IStO,.  Brixius  died  hi 
1538.  '  He  was  the  familiar  acquaintance  of  Rabelais,  and 
long  the  correspondent  of  Erasmus,  but  f^hat  more  parti- 
cularly entitles  him  tp  notice  here,  is  his  quarrel  with,  sir 
Thomas  More,  on  whicji  some  of  the  biographers  of  that 
illustrioi^s  character  have  been  either  silent,  or  superficial. 
Brixius  in  1  j»13..  composed  a  poem  called  ^^  Chordigera,'* 
where. in  three  hundred  hexameter  verses,  be  described  a 
battli^  fought  that  year  by  a  French  ship,  la  Cordeliere, 
and  an  English  ship,  the  Regent.  More,  who  was  not 
then  in  the  high  station  which  beftfterwards  reached,  com- 
posed several  epigrams  in  derision  of  this  poem.  Brixius, 
piqued  at  this  affront,,  revenged  himself  by  the  ^^  Anti- 
Morus,^'^  an  elegy  of  about  400  verses,  in  which  he  se- 
verely censured  all  the  faults  which  he  thought  he  had 
found  in  the  poems  of  More.  Yet  he  kept  this  piece  of 
satire  by  him  for  some  time,  declaring,  that  if  he  should 
consent  to  the  publication,  it  would  be  purely  to  comply 
with  his  friends,  who  remonstrated  to  him,  that,  compor 
sitions  of  this  kind  lost  much  of  their  bloom  by  coming  out 
late.  •  There  are  three  editions  of  the  Anti-Moros.  The 
two  first  are  of  Paris ;  one  published  by  himself,  in  1520, 
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the  other  in  tS69,  in  tb«  second  voltiae  ef'  the  ^  F1#re^ 
Epigrammatum**  of  Leodegarias  a  Quereu,  or  Ldger  da 
Ch£ne.  The  third  is  in  the  ^*  Corpus  Poetarttin  Latino* 
rttm"  collected  by  Jaous  Gruterus,  under  the  aaagraiB<- 
matic  iiame  of  Raimtiiis  Gerus.  Emsmus  saya  that  More 
despised  this  poem  so  much  as  to  have  intended  to  print 
it ;  Erasmus  at  the  same  time  adv^ised  More  to  take  no  no-^ 
tice  of  It.  The  chancellor's  great-grandson  and  biographer. 
More,  seems  to  think  that  be  had  written  something  in 
answer  to  Brixius,  before  he  received  this  adtice  from 
Erasmus,  but  called  in  the  copies,  *^  so  that/*  says  his 
biographer,  *^  it  is  now  very  hard  to  be  found ;  though 
9ome  hav«$  seen  it  of  late/*  Much  correspondence  oi>  the 
subject  may  be  perused  in  our  authorities.  ^ 

BROAD,  or  BROD^US  (Thomas),  son  of  the  rev.  W. 
Broad,  of  Rendoombe,  in  Gloucestershire,  was  born  in 
1577,  and  educated  at  St.  Mary's-ball,  Oxford,  which  he 
entered  in  151^4,  but  soon  after  went  to  Alban-faall,  where 
he  took  his  degrees  in  ar^s.  In  1611,  on  the  death  of  bis 
fiuiier,  be  became  rector  of  Rendcombe,  where  he  was 
held  in  high  esteem  for  piety  and  learning,  and  where  be 
died,  and  was  buried  in  the  chancel  of  his  church,  in  June, 
1«35.  He  wrote:  I.  a  "  Touchstone  for  a  Christian;^ 
Lond,  1613,  12mo.  2.  "  The  Christianas  Warfare,*'  ibid. 
16 IS,  12 mo.  3.  *^  Three  ^[uestions  on  the  Lord^s  Day, 
&d.''  Oxon.  1621,  4to.  4.  <^  Tractates  de  Sabbato,  in 
quo  doctirina  e^clestas  primitive  declaratur  ac  defenditur,'' 
1627,  4to,  and  two  treatises  on  the  same  subject,  left  in 
manuscript,  and  published,  with  an  answer,  by  George 
Abbot  (not  the  archbishop),  as  mentioned  in  his  life.^ 

BROCARDU8  (Jambs),  a  man  of  a  visionary  turn,  was 
a  native,  of  Venice,  born  in  the  beginning  of  the  sixteenth 
century.  Heembraoed  <the  Protestant  religion,  and  ex** 
pressed  a  great  zeal  against  Popery.  He  published  se« 
veral  books  in  Holland,  m  which  he  maintained  that  the, 
particular  events  of  the  sixteenth  eentury  had  been  fore- 
told by  the  prophets,  «nd  after  he  had  applied  scripture, 
as  bis  fancy  directed,  to  things  that  had  already  happened, 
be  took  the  liberty  to  apply  it  to  future  events.  In  this  he 
soGceeded  so  far  as  to  persuade  a  French  gentleman  of 
noble  extraction,    and  a   Protestant,   that   a    Protestant 

1  Moreri.p^J(H^in'8  Life  of  ]pr«HnVf«^M«w'i  Lifo  pf  fk  T.  ^(use,  p.  14l^«« 
BaiUet  Jugemens  d(  f>  Savans. 
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prince  would  quickly  overthrow  the  Pope*s  kingdom,  a4d 
make  himself  the  head  of  all  the  united  Christians.  This 
gentleman,  S^gur  Pardaillan,  was  a  faithful  servant  to  the 
king  of  Navarre,  afterwards  Henry  IV.  and  thought  heaven 
designed  his  master  for  the  glorious  enterprise  which  3ro- 
izardus  had  foretold.  Big  with  these  hopes,  he  proposed 
to  him  to  send  an  embassy  to  the  Protests^nt  princes,  of<- 
fering  to  be  his  ambassador ;  and  there  being  nothing .  in 
his  proposal  but  what  suited  with  the  exigencies  of  the 
time,  it  was  approved  of,  and  he  was  actually  deputed  to 
those  princes  in  1583. 

The  catholic  writers  have  abused  Brocardus.  as  an  im- 
postor, and  a  promoter  of  wars  and  insurrections  ;  but 
though  he  might  have  been  the  cause  of  disturbances,  he 
does  not  appear  to  have  been  a  knavish  impostor.  He 
seems  to  have  been  sincere,  and  to  have  believed  what  he 
taught.  He  retired  to  Nuremberg  at  the  latter  end  of  his 
life,  jfvhere  he  met  with  persons  who  were  very  kind  and 
charitable  to  him.  "  I  hear,"  says  Bongars  in  a  letter  to 
Camerarius,  dated  Feb.  3,  1591,  "  that  your  republic  has 
kindly  received  the  good  old  man  J.  Brocard,  who  in  his 
youth  appeared  among  the  most  polite  and  learned  men.'* 
He  expresses  th^  same  affection  for  Brocard  in  another,' 
dated  July  24,  1593.  "  I  am  mightily  pleased  with  the 
great  affection  you  express  for  Brocard.  He  certainly 
deserves  that  some  persons  of  such  probity  as  yours  should 
take  care  of  him.  As  for  me,  I  am  hardly  in  a  capacity  to 
oblige  him.  I  leave  no  stone  unturned  to  procure  him  the 
payment  of  300  gold  crowns,  which  Mr.  Sdgur  left  him 
by  his  will.''  In  another,  of  Nov.  16,  1594 :  "  I  cannot 
but  even  thank  you  for  your  kind  and  generous  treatment 
of  the  poor,  but  good, .  old  Brocard."  He  died  soon  after, 
but  we  do  not  find  exactly  when.       ,     - 

Among  the  works  he  published,  which  were  most  of 
them  printed  at  S6gur  Pardaillan's  expence,  were  his 
*'  Commentary  on  the  Revelation^  of  St.  John,"  and  hin 
*'  Mystical  and  prophetical  explication  of  Leviticus."  These 
both  came  out  at  Leyden,  in  1580;  as  did  ;Some  other 
thif^s  of  inferior  note  the  same  year.  The  synods  of  the 
United  Provinces  were  afraid  that  people  would  think  they 
Approved  the  extravagant  notions  advanced  in  them,  if 
they  were  wholly  silent  about  them ;  jand  therefore  the 
national  senate  of  Middleburg  condemned,  in  1581,  that 
jnethod  of  explaining  the  scripture  -,  enjoining  the  divinity 
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professor  at  Leyden  to  speak  to  Brocard  about  his  visions ; 
and  it  has  been  said,  that  Brocard,  not  being  able  to  an- 
swer the  objections  raised  against  his  mode  of  interpreting 
prophecies,  promised  to  desist. ' 

BROCKES  (Bartholomew  Henry),  a  German  lawyer 
and  poet,  was  born  at  Lubeck,  Sept.  22,  1680,  and  after 
having  studied  and  taken  his  degrees  in  the  civil  and  canon 
]aw,  settled  and  practised  at  Hamburgh,  where  his  merit 
soon  raised  him  to  the  senatorial  dignity,  to  which  the 
emperor,  without  any  solicitation,  added  the  rank  of  Aulic 
counsellor,  and  count  Palatine.  These  counts  Palatine 
were  formerly  governors  of  the  imperial  palaces,  and  had 
considerable  powers,  being  authorized  to  create  public 
notaries,  confer  degrees,  &c.  Brockes  published  in  five 
parts,  from  1724  to  1736,  8vo,  "  Irdisches  Vergnugen  in 
Gott,  &c."  or  "  Earthly  Contentment  in  God,'*  consisting 
of  philosophical  and  moral  poems,  which  were  much 
praised  by  bis  countrymen.  He  also  published  translations 
from  Marini,  and  other  Italian  poets,  into  German,  and  had 
some  thoughts  of  translating  Milton,  as  he  had  done  Pope's 
Essay  on  Man,  a  proof  at  least  of  his  taste  for  English 
poetry.  His  works  form  a  collection  of  9  vols.  8vo,  and 
have  been  often  reprinted.  He  appears  to  have  carefully 
divided  his  time  between  his  public  duties  and  private 
studies,  and  died  much  esteemed  and  regretted,  Jan.  16, 
1747.* 

BROCKLESBY  (Richard),  an  eminent  English  physi- 
cian, the  son  of  Richard  Brocklesby,  esq.  of  the  city  of 
Cork,  by  Mary  AUoway,  of  Minehead,  Somersetshire,  was 
born  at  Minehead,  where  his  mother  happened  to  be  on  a 
visit  to  her  parents,  Aug.  11,  1722.  There  he  remained 
until  he  was  three  years  old,  at  which  time  he  was  carried 
to  Ireland,  and  privately  instructed  for  some  years  in  his 
father's  house  at  Cork.  At  a  proper  age  he  was  sent  to 
Ballytore  school  in  the  north  of  Ireland,  at  which  Edmund 
Burke  was  educated,  and  although  they  were  not  exactly 
contemporaries,  Dr.  Brocklesby  being  seven  years  older, 
this  circumstance  led  to  a  long  and  strict  friendship.  Hav- 
ing finished  his  classical  education  at  Ballytore,  witK  dili- 
gence and  success,  his  father,  intending  him  for  a  physi- 
cian, sent  him  tp  Edinburgh,  where  after  continuing  the 
usual  time^  he  went  to  (.eyden,  and  took  his  degree  under 
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the  celebrated  Gaubius,  who  corresponded  with  him  for 
several  years  afterwards.  His  diploma  is  dated  June  28, 
1745,  and  the  same  year  he  published  his  thesis,  "  De 
Saliva  sana  et  morbosa." 

'On  returning  home  he  began  practice  in  Broad-street, 
London  ;  and  diligence,  integrity,  and  oeconomy,  soon  en- 
abled him  to  surmount  the  difficulties  which  a  young  phy- 
sician has  to  encounter,  white  his  father  assisted  him  with 
150/.  a  year,  a  liberal  allowance  at  that  time.  In  1746, 
he  published  "  An  Essay  concerning  the  mortality  of  the 
horned  cattle  :"  and  in  April,  1751,  was  admitted  a  licen- 
tiate of  the  college  of  physicians.  He  had  by  this  time 
risen  into  reputation ;  and  as  his  manners  were  naturally 
mild  and  conciliating,  his  knowledge  well-founded,  and 
his  talents  somewhat  known  as  an  author,  he  soon  became 
acquainted  with  the  leading  men  in  the  profession — parti- 
cularly the  celebrated  Dr*  Mead,  Dr.  Leatherland,  Dr. 
Heberden,  sir  George  Baker,  &c.  He  added  another  tes- 
timony to  the  fame  of  Dr.  Mead,  by  always  praising  his 
skill,  his  learning,  urbanity,  &c.  and  amongst  many  other 
anecdotes  of  this  extraordinary  man,  used  to  relate  th6 
circumstance  of  his  giving  that  celebrated  impostor,  Psal- 
manazar,  an  opportunity  of  eating  nearly  a  pound  of  raw 
human  flesh  at  his  table>  to  prove  that  this  was  the  constant 
food  of  the  inhabitants  of  Formosa  ^. 

On  the  28th  of  September  1754,  he  obtained  aa  hono- 
rary degree  from  the  university  of  Dublin,  and  was  ad- 
mitted to  Cambridge  ad  eundem  the  1 6th  of  December  fol- 
lowing. In  virtue  of  this  degree  at  Cambridge,  he  became 
a  fellow  of  the  college  of  London  the  25th  of  June  1756  i 
and,  on  the  7th  of  October  1758  (on  the  recommendation 
of  Dr.  Shaw,  favoured  by  the  patronage  of  the  late  lord 
Barrington),  he  was  appointed  physician  to  the  army.  In 
this  capacity  he  attended  in  Germany  the  best  part  of 
what  is  called  "  the  seven  years*  war,"  where  he  was  soou 
distinguished  by  his  knowledge,  his  zeal,  and  humanity; 
and  particularly  recommended  himself  to  the  notice  of  his 
grace  the  duke  of  Richmond,  the  late  lord  Pembroke,  and 


*  Amongst  many  other  im))ositions 
C»f  Psalmanazar,  he  related  that  the 
inhabitants  of  Formosa  constantly  ate 
human  flesh,  of  which  he  as  fre<)uently 
partook,  and  which  he  called  *'  deli- 
cious eatini;/'  Dr.  Mead,  to  try  him, 
obtained  a  pound  of  human  flesh  of 


one  of  the  dissecting  surgeons-  of  the 
hospital  from  the  posteriors  of  a  man 
who  had  been  hanged  that  morning, 
which  he  had  served  up  at  his  table* 
and  which  Psalmanazar  actually  ate» 
seemingly  with  a  good  liking,  before  a 
large  party  selected  for  that  purpose* 
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Others^  which  with  the  former  mellowed  into  a  friendshipi 
only  terminated  by  the  dpctor's  life.  On  the  27th  of  Oc- 
tober 1760,  he  was  appointed  physician  to  the  hospitals 
for  the  British  forces,  and  returned  to  England  some  time 
before  the  peace  of  1763. 

On  his  return  he  settled  in  Norfolk-street,  in  the  Strand, 
where  he  was  considered  as  a  physician  of  very  extensive 
experience',  particularly  in  all  diseases  incident  to  the 
army.  His  practice  spread  in  proportion  to  his  reputation  ; 
and,  with  his  half-pay,  and  an  estate  of  about  six  hundred 

Sounds  per  year,  which  devolved  on  him  by  the  death  of 
is  father,  he  was  now  enabled  to  live  in  a  very  ^handsome 
manner,  and  his  table  was  frequently  filled  with  some 
of  the  most  distinguished  persons  for  rank,  learning,  and 
abilities  in  the  kingdom.  In  the  course  of  nis  practice, 
liis  advice  as  well  as  his  purse  was  ever  accessible  to  the 
poor^  as  well  as  to  men  of  merit  who  stood  in  need  of 
either.  Besides  giving  his  advice  to  the  poor  of  all  descrip- 
tions, which  he  did  with  an  active  and  unwearied  benevo- 
lence, he  had  always  upon  his  list  two  or  three  poor  wi- 
dows, to  whom  he  granted  small  annuities ;  and  who,  on 
the  quarter  day  of  receiving  their  stipends,  always  partook 
of  the  hospitalities  of  his  table.  To  his  relations  who 
wanted  his  assistance  in  their  business  or  professions,  he 
was  not  only  liberal,  but  so  judicious  in  his  liberalities  as 
to  supersede  the  necessity  of  a  repetition  of  them.  To  his 
friend  Dr.  Johnson  (when  it  was  in  agitation  amongst  hi» 
friends  to  procure  an  enlargement  of  his  pension,  the  bet- 
ter to  enable  him  to  travel  tor  the  benefit  of  his  health),  he 
offered  an  establishment  of  one  hundred  pounds  per  year 
during  his  life  :  and,  upon  doctor  Johnson^s  declining  it 
(which  he  did  in  the  most  affectionate  terms  of  gratitude 
and  friendship),  he  made  him  a  second  offer  of  apartments 
in  his  own  house,  for  the  more  immediate  benefit  of  medi- 
cal advice.  To  his  old  and  intimate  friend  Edmund  Burke, 
be  had  many  years  back  bequeathed  by  will  the  sum  of 
one  thousand  pounds;  but  recollecting  that  this  event 
might  take  place  (which  it  afterwards  did)  when  such  a  le- 
gacy could  be  of  no  service  to  him,  he,  with  that  judicious 
liberality  for  which  he  was  always  distinguished,  gave  it  to 
him  in  advance,  ^^ut  pignus  amicitia  ;"  it  was  accepted  as 
such  by  Mr.  Burke,  accompanied  with  a  letter,  which  none 
but  a  man  feeling  the  grandcfur  and  purity  of  friendship 
like  him,,  could  dictate. 
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Passing  through  a  life  thus  honourably' occupied  in  the 
liberal  pursuits  of  his  profession,  and  in  the  confidence  arid 
friendship  of  some  of  the  first  characters  of  the  age  for' 
rank  or  literary  attainments,  the  doctor  reached  his  7,^d 
year;  and  finding  those  infirmities,  generally  attached  to 
that  time  of  life,  increase  upbn  hjm,  he  gave  up  a  good 
deal  of  the  bustle  of  business,  as  '^ell  as  his  half-pay,' 
on  being  appointed,  by  his  old  friend  and  patron  the  duke 
of  Richmond,  physician  general  to  the  royal  regiment  of 
artillery  and  corps  of  engineers,  March,  17*9^.  -  This  was 
a  situation  exactly  suited  to  his  time  of  life  and  inclina- 
tions ;  hence  he  employed  his  time  in  occasional  trips  to 
Woolwich,  with  visits  to  his  friends  and  patients.  In  this 
last  list  he  never  forgot  either  the  poor  or  those  few  friends 
whom  he  early  attended  as  ^  medical  man  gratuitously.' 
Scarcely  any  distance,  or  any  other  inconvenience,  could 
repress  this  benevolent  custom ;  and  when  he  heard  by  ac- 
cident that  any  of  this  latter  description  of  his  friends  were 
ill,  and  had  through  delicacy  abstained  from  sending  for 
him,  he  used  to  say,  somewhat  peevishly,  "  Why  am  I 
treated  thus  ?     Why  was  not  I  sent  for  ?" 

Though  debilitated  beyond  his  years,  particularly  for  a 
man  of  his  constant  exercise  and  abstemious  and  regular 
manner  of  living,  he  kept  up  his  acquaintance  and  friend-^ 
ships  to  the  last,  and  in  a  degree  partook  of  the  pleasant- 
ries and  convivialities  of  the  table.  The  friends,  who  knevi^ 
his  habits,  sometimes  indulged  him  with  a  nap  in  his  arm 
chair  after  dinner,  which  greatly  refreshed  him  :  h^  then 
would  turn  about  to  the  company,  and  pay  his  club  of  the 
conversation,  either  by  anecdote  or  observation,  entirely 
free  from  the  laws  or  severities  of  old  age. 

In  the  beginning  of  December  1797,  he  set  oiit  on  a 
visit  to  Mrs.  Burke,  at  Beaconsfield,  the  long  frequented 
seat  of  friendship  and  hospitality,  where  the  master  spirit 
of  the  age  he  lived  in,  as  well  as  the  master  of  that  man- 
sion, bad  so  often  adorned,  enlivened,  and  improved  the 
convivial  hour.  On  proposing  this  journey,  and  under  so 
infirm  a  state  as  he  was  in,  it  was  hinted  by  a  friend,  whe- 
ther such  a  length  of  way,  or  the  lying  out  of  his  own  bed, 
with  other  little  circumstances,  might  not  fatigue  him  too 
much;  he  instantly  caught  the  force  of  this  suggestion, 
and  with  bis  usual  placidity  replied,  "  My  good  friend,  I 
perfectly  understand  yoair  hint,  and  am  thankful  to  you 
for  it  i  but  Where's  the  difference  whether  I  die  at  a  friend's 
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house,  at  an  inn,  or  in  a  post-chaise  ?  I  hope  Fm  every 
\jray  prepared  for  such  an  event,  and  perhaps  it  would  be 
as  well  to  elude  the  expectation  of  it"  He  therefore  be-' 
gan  his  journey  the  next  day,  and  arrived  there  the  same 
evening,  where  he  was  cordially  received  by  the  amiable 
mistress  *of  the  mansion,  as  well  as  by  doctors  Lawrence 
and  King,  who  happened  to  be  there  on  a  visit.  He  remained 
at  Beaconsfield  *till  the  11th  of  December,  but  recollect^ 
ing  that  his  learned  nephew.  Dr.  Young,  now  foreign  se- 
cretary to  the  royal  society,  was  to  retvirn  from  Cambridge 
to  London  next  day,  he  instantly  set  out  for  his  house  in 
town,  where  he  ate  his  last  dinner  with  his  nearest  friends 
and  relations.  About  nine  o^  clock  he  desired  to  go  to  bed, 
l^ut  going  up  stairs  fatigued  him  so  much,  that  he  was 
obliged  to  sit  in  his  chair  for  some  time  before  he  felt  him- 
self sufficiently  at  ease  to  be  undressed.  In  a  little  time, 
however,  he  recovered  himself;  and,  as  they  were  unbut- 
toning his  waistcoat,  he  said  to  his  elder  nephew,  ^^  What 
an  idle  piece  of  ceremony  this  buttoning  and  unbuttoning 
is  to  me  now !"  When  he  got  to  bed  he  seemed  perfectly 
composed,  but  in  about  five  minutes  after,  expired  with-* 
out  a  groan. 

He  was  interred  Dec.  18,  in  the  church-yard  of  St,  Cle- 
ment Danes,  in  a  private  manner,  according  to  his  request. 
His  fortune,  amounting  to  near  30,000/.  after  a  few  lega- 
cies to  friends  and  distant  relations,  was  divided  between 
his  two  nephews,  Robert  Beeby,  esq.  and  Dr.  Thomas 
Young.  The  preceding  facts  may  be  sufficient  to  illustrate 
Dr.  Brocklesby's  character.  His  future  fame  as  a  writer 
iQUst  rest  on  his  publications,  of  which  the  following 
is,  we  believe,  a  correct  list:  1.  *^  Dissertatio  Inaug. 
de  Saliva  Sanaet  Morbosa,"  Lug.  Bat.  1745,  4to.  ,2.  "An 
£s$ay  concerning  the  Mortality  of  the  Horned  Cattle,'* 
1746,  8vo.  3,  "  Eulogium  Medicum,  sive  Oratio  Anrii- 
versaria  Harveiana  habita  in  Theatris  Collegii  Regal  is  Me* 
dicorum  Londinensium,  Die  xviii  Octobris,''  1760,  4to. 
4.  "  QEconomical  and  Medical  Observations  from  1738  to 

1763,  tending  to  the  improvement  of  Medical  Hospitals,'* 

1764,  8vo.  5.  "  An  Account  of  the  poisonous  root  lately 
found  mixed  with  Gentian,"  Phil.  Trans,  N;  486.  6.  "  Case 
of  a  Lady  labouring  under  a  Diabetes,"  Med.  Observ.  No. 
Ill,  7.  **  Experiments  relative  to  the  Analysis  and  Vir- 
tues of  Seltzer  Water,"  ibid.  vol.  IV.  8.  "  Case  of  an 
Encysted  Tumour  in  the  Orbit   of  the   Eye,    cured  by 

Messrs.  Bromfield  and  Ingram,"  ibid,    9,  "  A  Disserta^ ' 
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tion  on  the  Music  pf  the  AntieDts.'^  We  do  not  know  the 
dute  of  this  last  article,  but  believe  it  to  be  amongst  his 
early  literary  amusements.  When  Dr.  Young  was  at  Ley«- 
den,  a  professor,  understanding  he  was  a  nephew  of  Dr. 
Brocklesby's,  shewed  him  a  translation  of  it  in  the  Ger- 
man language.  ^  ^    * 

BRODEAU  (John),  in  Latin  BRODiEUS,an  eminent  cri« 
tic,  on  whom  Lipsius,  Scaliger,  Grotius,  and  all  the  learned 
of  his  age,  have  bestowed  high  encomiums,  was  descended 
from  a  noble  family  in  France,  and  born  at  Tours  in  1500. 
He  was  liberally  educated,  and  placed  under  Alciat  to 
study  the  civil  law  ;  but,  soon  forsaking  that,  he  gave  him- 
self up  wholly  to  languages  and  the  belles-lettres.  He 
travelled  into  Italy,  where  he  became  acquainted  with  Sa- 
dolet,  Bembus,  and  other  eminent  characters ;  and  here 
he  applied  himself  to  the  study  of  philosophy,  mathema- 
rtics,  and  the  sacred  languages,  in  which  he  made  no  small 
proficiency.  Then  returning  to  his  own  country,  he  led  a 
retired  but  not  an  idle  life ;  as  his  many  learned  lucubrations 
abundantly  testify.  He  was  a  man  free  from  all  ambition 
and  vain-glory,  and  suffered  his  works  to  be  published 
rather  under  thq  sanction  and  authority  of  others,  than 
under  his  own  :  a  singular  example,  says  Thuanus,  of  mo- 
desty in  this  age,  when  men  seek'  glory  not  only  from 
riches  and  honours,  but  even  from  letters ;  and  that  too 
with  a  vanity  which  disgraces  them.  He  died  in  1563,  at 
Tours,  where  he  was  a  canon  of  St.  Martin.  His  principal 
works  are,  1.  his  '^  Miscellanea,  a  collection  of  criticisms 
and  remarks,  the  first  six  books  of  which  are  published  in 
Gruter's  ^^  Lampas,  seu  fax  artiiim,"  vol.  XL  and  the  four 
latter  in  vol.  IV.  2.  "  Annotationes  in  Oppianiim,  Qi.  Ca- 
labrum,  et  Goluthum,''  Basil,  1552,  8vo.  3.  ^' Notse  in 
Martialem,''  ibid,  1619,  8vo.  4.  ^^  An  not.  in  Xenophon- 
tem,  Gr.  et  Lat.''  ibid.  1559,  fol.  5.  <'  Epigrammata  Grseca 
cum  Annot.  Brodeei  et  H.  Steph."  Francfort,  1600,  fol. 
Many  of  these  epigrams  were  translated  into  Latin  by  Dr. 
Johnson,  and  are  printed  with  his  ^vorks.  ^ 

BROECKHUSIUS  (John),  or  John  BROEcxm/izEN,  a 
distinguished  scholar  in  Holland,  was  bom  Nov.  20,  1 649, 
at  Amsterdam,  where  bis  father  was  a  clerk  in  the  ad- 
miralty.    He  learned  the  Latin  tongue  under  Hadrian  Ju- 

1  From  a  life  in  the  Europeaa  Magazine,  1 798. — Boswell^s  Life  of  Johnson. 
— Gent.  Mag.  vol.  LKVII. 

«  Gen.  I>ict.-^Moreri.-*BaiHet  Jugemeas  des  Sayaqs.'— Saxii  Onomast-«* 
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niusy  and  made  a  prodigious  progress  in  polite  literature ; 
but  his  father  dying  when  he  was  very  young,  he  was 
taken  from  literary  pursuits,  and  placed  with  an  apothecary 
at  Amsterdam,  with  whom  he  lived  some  years.  Not  liking 
•this,  he  went  into  the  army,  where  his  behaviour  raised 
him  to  the  rank  of  lieutenant-captain  ;  and,  in  1674,  was 
sent  with  his  regiment  to  America  in  the  fleet  under  ad- 
miral de  Ruyter,  but  returned  to  Holland  the  same  year! 
In  1678  he  was  sent  to  the  garrison  at  Utrecht,  where  he 
contracted  a  friendship  with  the  celebrated  Graevius  ;  and 
here,  though  a  person  of  an  excellent  temper,  he  had  the 
misfortune  to  be  so  deeply  engaged  in  a  duel,  that,  ac- 
cording to  the  laws  of  Holland,  his  life  was  forfeited  :  but 
Grsevius  wrote  immediately  to  Nicholas  Heinsius,  who  ob- 
tained his:  pardon  from  the  stadtholder.  Not  long  after, 
he  became  a  captain  of  one  of  the  companies  then  at  Am- 
sterdam;  which  post  placed  him  in  an  easy  situation,  and 
gave  him  leisure  to  pursue  his  studies.  His  company 
being  disbanded  in  1697,  a  pension  was  granted  him; 
upon  which  he  retired  to  a  country-house  near  Amsterdam, 
lyhere  he  saw  but  little  company,  and  spent  his  time  among 
his  books.  He  died  Dec.  15,  1707,  and  was  interred  at 
Amsterween,  near  Amsterdam ;  a  monument  was  afters- 
wards  erected  to  his  memory,  with  an  inscription,  the  let-^ 
ters  of  which  are  arranged  so  as  to  form  the  date  of  the 
year,  wliich  we  presume  was  considered  as  a  great  effort  of 
genius : 

prInCeps  poetarVM  DeCessIt. 

His  works  are,  1.  his  **  Carmina,"  Utrecht,  1684,  12ma, 
and  afterwards  more  splendidly  by  Hoogstraaten,  at  Amst. 
171 1,  4to,  under  the  title  of  ^^  Jani  Broukhusii  poematum 
-libri  sedecim."  2.  "  Actii  Sinceri  Sannazarii,  &c.  Opera 
Latina ;  accedunt  notce,  &c.'^  Amst.  1680,  12mo,  without 
his  name,  which  was  added  to  the  best  edition,  Amst  1727. 
.3.  "Aonii  Palearii  Verulani  opera,"  ibid.  1696,8vo,  without 
his  name,  and  by  some  mistaken  for  one  of  Greevius's  edi- 
tions. 4.  "  S.  Aurelii  Propertii  Elegiarum  libri  IV."  ibid. 
1702,  4to  ;  ibid.  1727,  4to.  5.  "  AlbiiTibuUi  quae  extant, 
&c."  ibid.  1708,  4to.  His  "  Dutch  poems"  were  pub- 
lished by  Hoogstraaten,  Amst.  1712,  8vo,  with  the  au- 
thor's life.  Modern  critics  seem  agreed  in  the  value  of  bis 
editions  of  the  classics,  although  he  has  been  sometimes 
censured  for  bold  freedoms.  *  ' 

>  Geo,  Diet, — Moreri. — Saxii  Ooomast.— Dibdm^t  Classicft  is  TibulL  ami 
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BROKES.     See  BROOKES. 

BROKESBY  (Francis),  was  born  at  Stoke  Goldinp,  in 
I^eicestershire^  Sept.  29,  1637,  and  educated  at  Trinity 
t:ollege,  Cambridge,  and  was  afterwards  rector  of  Rowley, 
in  the  East  riding  of  Yorkshire.     He  wrote  a  "  Life  of 
Jesus  Christ  ;^'  and  was  a  principal  assistant  to  Mr.  Nelson 
in  compiling  his  "  Feasts  and  Fasts  of  the  GhiuFfch  of  Eng- 
land."    He  was  also  author  of  "  An  History  of  the  govejrn- 
inent  of  the  primitive  Church,  for  the  three  first  centuries, 
and  the  beginning  of  the  fourth,"  printed  by  W.  B.  1712, 
8vo.     In  a  dedication  to  Mr.  Francis  Cherry,  dated  Shot«- 
tesbroke,  Aug.  13,  1711,  the  author  says,  "  The  following 
treatise  challenges  you  for  its  patron,  and  demands  its 
dedication  to  yourself,  in  that  I  wrote  it  under  your  roof, 
^vas  encouraged  in  my  studies  by  that  respectful  treatment 
I  there  found,  and  still  meet  with ;  and  withal,  as  I  was 
assisted  in  my  work  by  your  readiness  to  supply  me,  out 
of  your  well-replenished   library,  with   such  books  as  I 
stood  in  need  of  in  collecting,  this  history.     I  esteem  my- 
self, therefore,  in  gratitude  obliged  to  make  this  public 
acknowledgement  of  your  favours,  and  to  tell  the  world, 
V  that  when  I  was  by  God^s  good   providence  reduced  to 
straits  (in  part  occasioned  by  my  care  lest  I   should  make 
shipwreck  of  a  good  conscience),  I  then  found  a  safe  re« 
treat  and  kind  reception  in  your  family,  and  there  both 
leisure  and  encouragement  to  write  this  following  treatise.'* 
As  Mr.  Brokesby's   straits  arose  frotn '  his  principles  as  a 
nonjuror,  he  was,  of  course,  patronised  by  the  most  emi- 
nent persons  of  that  persuasion.     The  house  of  the  be- 
nevolent Mr.  Cherry,  however,  was  his  asylum ;  and  there 
he  formed  an  intimacy  with  Mr.  Dodwell,  whose  **  Life** 
he  afterwards  wrote,  and  with  Mr.  Nelson,  to  whom  the 
Life  of  Dodwell  is  dedicated.    He  died  suddenly  soon  after 
that  publication,  in  1715.     Mr.  Brokesby  was   intimately 
acquainted  with   the  fanpous  Oxford  antiquary,  Hearne, 
who  printed  a  valuable  letter  of  his  in  the  first  volume  of 
Leland's  Itinerary ;  and  was  said  to  be  the  author  of  a  tract, 
entitled  ^  Of  Education,  with  respect  to  grammar-schools 
and  universities,"!  7 10,  Svo.  * 

BROM  (Adam  de),  almoner  to  king  Edward  IL  is  al- 
lowed to  have  shared  the  honour  of  founding  Oriel  college, 
Oxford,  with  that  monarch.  The  only  accounts  we  have 
of  De  Brom  state,  that  he  was  rector  of  Han  worth  in  Mid- 

>  Nichols's  Hist,  of  Hinckley,  and  Hist,  of  Leicestenhire,  where  is  Mr.  Brokei- 
h^*%  curious  diary,  &c. 
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diesex,  in  1313  ;  the  year  following,  chancellor  of  the  dio^ 
cese  of  Durham;  in  1319,  archdeacon  of  Stow;   and  a 
few  months  after  was  promoted  to  the  living  of  St  Mary, 
Oxford.    In  1324  he  requested  of  his  sovereign  to  be  em- 
powered to  purchase  a  messuage  in  Oxford^  where  he 
might  found,  to  the  honour  of  the  Yirgia  Mary,  a  college 
of  scholars,  governed  by  a  rector  of  their  own  choosing, 
'^  sub  nomine  Rectoris  Domus  Scbolarium  Beat®  Mariae*^' 
With  this  the  king  readily  complied,  and  De  Brom  im- 
mediately commenced  his  undertaking  by  purchasing  a 
tenement  in  St.  Mary's  parish  ;  and,  by  virtue  of  the  char- 
ter granted  by  the  king,  dated  1324,  founded  a  college  of 
scholars  for  the   study  of  divinity   and  logic.     He  then 
resigned  the  whofe  into  the  hands  of  the  king,  of  who^e 
liberality  he  appears  to  have  made  a  just  estimate,  and 
from. whose  power  he  expected  advantages  to  the  society, 
which  he  was  himself  incapable  of  conferring.     Nor  was  he 
disappointed  in  the  issue  of  this  well-timed  policy.     The 
king  took  the  college  under  his  own  care,  and  the  next 
year  granted  a  new  charter,  appointing  it  to  be  a  college 
for  divinity  and .  the  canon-law,  to  be  governed  by  a  pro- 
vost, and  for  their  better  maintenance,  besides  some  tene- 
ments in  St.  Mary's  parish,  he  gave  them  the  advowson  of 
St.  Mary's  church,  &c.     Adam  de  Brom,  who  was  de- 
servedly appointed  the  first  provost,  drew  up  a  body  of 
^statutes  in  1326,  and  gave  his  college  the  church  of  Aber- 
forth  in  Yorkshire;  and  in  1327,  Edward   HI.  bestowed 
aipon  them  a  large  messuage,  situated  partly  in  the  parish 
of  St.  John  Baptist,  called  La  Oriole,  to  which  the  scholars 
«aDn  removed,,  and  from  which  the  college  took  its  name. 
'De  Brom  procured  other  advantages  for  the  college,  the 
Jast  of  which  was  the  advowson  of  Coleby  in  Lincolnshire. 
He  died  June  16,   1332,  and  was  buried  in  St.   Mary^s 
rburch,  in  a  chapel  still  called  after  his  name.     It  is  said 
to  have  been  built  by  him,  and  his  tomb^  now  decayed, 
was  visible  in  Antony  Wood's  time.     In  this  chapel  the 
beads  of  houses   assemble  on   Sundays,  &c.   previous  to 
their  taking  their  seats  in  the  church.  ^ 

BROME  (Alexander),  an  English  poet,  has  the  re- 
putation of  ably  assisting  the  royal  party  in  the  time  of 
Charles  I.  and  of  even  having  no  inconsiderable  hand  in 
promoting  the  restoration.     Of  his  personal  history,  we 

1  Chalmers's  History  of  Oxford. 


B  R  O  M  E.  4S 

h^kje  only  a  few  notices  io  the  Biograpliia  Dramatica.  He 
was  boro  in  1620,  and  died  June  30,  1666.  He  was  an 
attorney  in  the  lord  mayor's  court,  and  through  the  whole 
of  the  protectorship,  maintained  his  loyalty,  and  cheered 
bis  party  by  the  songs  and  poems  in  his  printed  works, 
most  of  which  must  have  been  sung,  if  not  composed,  at 
umch  personal  risk.  How  far  they  are  calculated  to  excite 
resentment,  or  to  promote  the  cause  which  the  author 
espoused,  the  reader  must  judge.  His  songs  are  in  mea- 
sures, varied  with  considerable  ease  and  harmony,  and  have 
many  sprightly  turns,  and  satirical  strokes,  which  the 
Roundheads  must  have  felt.  Baker  informs  us  that  he 
was  the  author  of  much  the  greater  part  of  those  songs  and 
epigrams  which  were  published  against  the  rump.  Phillips 
styles  him  the  '^  English  Anaoreon."  Walton  has  drawn  a 
▼ery  favourable  character  of  him  in  the  eclogue  prefixed  to 
kis  works,  the  only  one  of  the  commendatory  poems  which 
^ems  worthy  of  a  republication,  Mr.  Ellis  enumerates 
three  editions  of  these  poems,  the  first  in  1 660,  the  second 
in  1664,  and  the  third  in  1668.  That,  however,  used  ia 
the  late  edition  of  the  English  Poets  is  dated  1664.  In 
1 660  he  published  "  A  Congratulatory  Poem  on  the  mira* 
culous  and  glorious  Return  of  Charles  11.^'  which  we  have 
not  seen.  Besides  these  poems  he  published  a  '^  Transla- 
tion of  Horace,''  by  himself,  Faushaw,  Holliday,  Hawkins, 
Cowley,  Ben  Jonson,  &c.  and  had  once  an  intention  to 
translate  Lucretius.  In  1654  he  published  a  comedy  en« 
titled  <'  The  Cunning  Lovers,"  which  was  acted  in  1651 
at  the  private  house  in  Drury  Lane.  He  was  also  editor  of 
the  plays  of  Richard  Brome,  who,  however,  is  not  men-* 
tioned  as  being  related  to  him.  ^ 

BROME  (Richard)  lived  also  in  the  reign  of  Charles  t. 
and  was  contemporary  with  Decker,  Ford,  Shirley,  &c. 
His  extraction  was  mean ;  for  he  was  originally  no  better 
than  a  menial  servant  of  Ben  Jonson.  He  wrote  himself, 
however,  into  high  repute  i  and  is  addressed  in  some  lines 
Iby  his  quondam  master,  on  account  of  his  comedy  called 
the  "  Northern  Lass;''  His  genius  was  entirely  turned  to 
comedy,  and  we  have  fifteen  of  his  productions  in  this  way 
remaining.  They  were  .acted  in  their  day  with  great  ap<» 
plause, .  and  have  been  often  revived  since.     Even  in  our 

>  English  Poets,  Edit.  21  vols.  1810.— Bio^.  Dram.— Kennett's  Register,  p, 
$l§.-^Ui\ia"i  Specimens,  yoI,  III. 
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own  timd,  one  of  them,  called  the  '^Jovial  Crew,"  haif^ 
with  little  alteration,  been  revived,  jatnd  exhibitefd  at  Co- 
vent-garden  with  great  and  repeated  success.  He  died  iw 
1652.*  •       . 

BROMFIELD  (Sir  Wili-Um),  an  eminent  English  sur- 
geon, was  born  in  London,  in  1712,  and  studied  surgery 
under  the  celebrated  Ranby,  by  whose  instructions  he  was 
soon  enabled  to  practise  oh  his  own  account.  In  1741,  he 
began  to  give  lectures  on  anatomy  and  surgery,  and  soon 
found  his  theatre  crowded  with  pupils.  Sonfie  years  after> 
in  conjunction  with  the  rev,  Mn  Madan,  be  formed  the 
plan  of  the  Lock  hospital,  into  which  patients  were  first 
received  Jan.  3,  1747,  and  was  made  first  surgeon  to  that 
establishment,  an  office  he  filled  with  advantage  to  the 
patients  and  credit  to  himself  for  many  years.  With  a 
view  of  contributing  to  its  success,  he  altered  an  old 
comedy,  "  The  City  Match,'*  Written  in  1639,  by  Jaspar 
Maine,  and  procured  it  to  be  acted  at  Drury-lane  theatre, 
in  1755,  for  the  benefit' of  the  hospital.  He  was  also,  very 
early  after  its  being  instituted,  elected  one  of  the  surgeons 
to  St.  George's  hbspital.  In  1761,  he  was  appointed  in 
the  suite  of  the  noble  persons,  who  were  sent  to  brings 
over  the  princess  of  Mecklenburgb,  our  present  queen, 
and  was  soon  after  appointed  surgeon  to  her  majesty's 
household.  In  1751,  he  sent  to  the  royal  sodtety  a  case  of 
a  woman  who  had  a  foetus  in  her  abdomen'  nine  years, 
which  is  printed  in  their  Transactions  for  the  same  year. 
In  1757,  he  published  an  account  of  th^  Etiglish  night 
shades,  the  internal  use  of  which  had  been  recommended 
in  scrc^hulous  cases  ;  but  they  had  failed  in  producing  the 
expected  benefit  with  him.  In  1759,"  he  gave  "  A  Narra- 
tive of  a  Physical  Transaction  v/ith  Mr.  Aylet,  surgeon,  at 
Windsor."  This  is  a  controversial  piece  of  no  cons6« 
quence  now,  but  the  author  clears  himself  from  the  impu-< 
tation  of  having  treated  his  antagonist  improperly,  in 
1767,  he  published  "  Thoughts  concerning  tte  present 
peculiar  method  of  treating  persons  inoculated  for  the 
Small-pox."  This  relates  to  the  Suttons,  who  were  now 
in  the  z.enith  of  their  reputation.  '  He  thinks  their  prac- 
tice of  exposing  their  patients  to  the  open  air  in  the  midst 
of  winter,  of  repelling  the  eruption,  and  checking  or  pre* 
Tenting  the  suppurative  process,  too  bold,  and  hazardous^ 

1  Bjoip.  Dramatica.— Winstanley  and  Jacob,   • 
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On  the  whole,  howe^eri  he  acknowledges,  they  were  de- 
senring  of  commendation,  for  the  improvements  they  had' 
introduced,,  in  the  treatment,  both  of  the  inoculated  and 
natural  small-ppx.  His  next  work,  the  most  considerable 
one  written  .by  him,  was  ^^  Chirurgical  Cases  and  Observa- 
tions," published  in  1773,  in  2  vols.  8vo.  Though  there 
are  much  judicious  practice,  and  many  valuable  observa- 
tions contained  in  these  volumes^  yet  they  did  not  answer 
the.  expectations  of  the  public,  or  correspond  to  the  fame 
and  credit  the  author  had  obtained  :  accordingly  in  the 
following  year  they  were  attacked  by  an  anonymous  writer^. 
said  to  be  Mr.  Justamond,  in  a  pamphlet,  entitled  ^^  Notes 
on  Chirurgical  Cases  and  Observations,  by  a  Professor  of 
Surgery.".  The  strictures  contained  in  these  notes  are 
keen  and  ingenious,  and,  though  evidently  the  produce  of 
ill-humour,  yet  seem  to  have  had  the  effect  of  preventing 
ISO  geuerala  diffusion  of  the  cases,  as  the  character  of  the 
author  wpnld  otherwise  have  procured  them.  They  have 
never  been  reprinted.  About  this  time  the  author  took  a 
spacious/mansion  in  Chelsea  park,  which  he  enlarged, 
altered,  and  furnished  in  an  elegant  style.  Hither  he  re- 
tired, after  doing  his  business,  which  he  began  gradually 
to  contract  into  a  narrower  circle.  With  that  view,  a  few 
years  after,  he  gave  up  his  situation  as  surgeon  to  the  Lock 
hospital.  His  other  appointments  he  kept  to  the  time  of 
hh  deathj  which  happened  on  the  24th  of  November,  1792, 
in  the  80th  year  of  his, age.  * 

BROMLE^Y  (John),  an  English  clergymati,  was  a  native 
of  Shropshire,  but  where  educated  is  not  known.  In  the 
beginningr  9f  iing  James  II.'s  reign  he  was  cm-ate  of  St. 
Giles's  in  the  Ffelds/  London,  but  afterwards  turned  Ro- 
man catholic,  and  was  employed  as  a  corrector  of  the  press 
in  the  king's  printing-house,  which  afforded  ^im  k  com- 
fortable subsistence.  When  obliged  to  quit  that,  after  tW 
revolution,  he  undertook  a  boarding-school  for  the  instruc- 
tion of  young  gentlemen,  some  of  whom  being  the  sons  of 
opulent  persons,  this*  employment  proved  very  beneficial. 
His  biographer  informs  us  that  Pope,  the  celebrated  poet,; 
was  one  of  his  pupils.  He  afterwards  travelled  abroad  with 
some  young  gentlemen,  as  tutor,  but  retired  at  last  to  his 
pwn  country,  where  he  died  Jan.  10,  1717.     He  published 

■  •        * 
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only  a  translation  of  the   "  Catechism  of  the  Council  of 
Trent/*  Lond.  1687,  8vo.  * 

BROMPTON  (John)  was  a  Cistercian  motik,  and  abbot 
of  Jorfevali,  or  Jerevall,  in  Ricbmondshire.  The  "  Chroni- 
con"  that  goes  under  his  naiiie  begins  at  the  year  588, 
when  Augustin  the  monk  came  into  England,  and  is  car- 
ried on  to  the  death  of  king  Richard  I.  anno  domini  1 198. 
This  chronicle,  Selden  says,  does  not  belong  to  the  person 
whose  name  it  goes  under,  and  that  John  Brompton  the 
abbot  did  only  procure  it  for  his  monastery  of  Jorevall. 
But  whoever  was  the  author,  it  is  certain  he  lived  after  the 
beginning  of  the  reign  of  Edward  III.  as  appears  by  his  di- 
gressive relation  of  the  contract  between  Joan,  king  Ed- 
ward's sister,  and  David,  afterwards  king  of  Scots.  This 
historian  has  borrowed  pretty  freely  from  Hoveden.  His 
chronicle  is  printed  in  the  **  Decern  Script  Hist.  Anglije,'* 
Lond.  1652,  fol.* 

BRONCHORST  (John),  of  Nimeguen,  where  he  was' 
born  in  1494,  and  therefore  sometimes  called  NoviOMAGUS, 
ivas  an  eminent  mathematician  of  the  sixteenth  century, 
and  rector  of  the  school  of  Daventer,  and  afterwards  pro- 
fessor of  mathematics  at  Rostock.  He  died  at  Cologne  in 
1570.  Saxius  says  that  he  was  first  of  Rostock,  then  of 
Cologne,  and  lastly  of  Daventer,  which  appears  to  be  pro- 
bable from  the  dates  of  his  writings.  He  wrote,  1.  "  Scho- 
lia in  Dialecticam  Georgii  Trapezuntii,"  Cologne  and 
Leyderi,  1537,  8vo.  2.  "  Arithmetica,"  ibid,  and  Paris,. 
1539.  3,  "  De  Astrolabii  compositione,"  Cologne,  1533, 
8vo.  4.  "  Urbis  Pictaviensis  (Poitiers)  tumultus,  ej  usque 
Restitutio,"  an  elegiac  poem,  Pictav.  1562,  4to.  5.  "Ven. 
BedaB  de  sex  mundi  setatibus,"  with  scholia,  and  a  conti- 
nuation to  the  26th  of  Charles  V.  Cologne,  1537,  He  ialso 
translated  from  the  Greek,  Ptolomy's  Geography.  ^ 

BRONCHORST  (Everard),  son  of  the  preceding, 
was  born  at  Daventer  in  1554,  and  became  one  of  the  most 
celebrated  lawyers  in  the  Netherlands.  He  studied  at  Co- 
logne, Erfurt,  Marpurg,  Wittemberg,  and  Basil,  at  which 
last  place  he  took  his  doctor's  degree  in  1579,  He  after- 
wards taught  law  at  Wittemberg  for  a  year,  and  at  Erfurt 
for  two  years,  and  returned  then  to  his  own  country,  where 

I  Dodd'8  Church  Hist  vol.  III. 
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he  was  appointed  burgomaster  of  Daventer  in  1586,  and 
the  year  foltowing  professor  at  Leyderi, *  where  be. died 
Blay  21,  1627.  His  principal  works  were  :  1.  "  Ceniuria^ 
et  conciliationes  earundem  controversiarum  juris,  Cent.  11.^* 
1621.  2.  *<  Me*thodus  Feudorum,"  Leyden,  8vo.  3« 
''  Apborismi  politici,"  first  collected  by  Lambert  Danaras, 
and  enlarged  by  Broncborst,  probably  a  good  book,  as  it 
was  prohibited  at  Rome  in  1646. ' 

BRONZERIO  (John-Jekom),  an  Italian  physician,  was 
born  of  wealthy  parents,  in  Abadia,  near  Rovigo,  in  the 
Venetian  territory,  in  1577.  After  making  great  progress 
in  the  study  of  the  belles  lettres,  philosophy,  and  astro- 
nomy, be  was  sent  to  Padua,  where  he  was  initiated  into 
the  knowledge  of  medicine  and  anatomy,  and  in  1597,  was 
made  doctor.  He  now  went  to  Venice,  where  he  practised 
medicine  to  the  time  of  his  death,  in  1630.  His  publica- 
tions are,  ^*  De  innato  calido,  et  natural!  spiritu,  in  quo 
pro  veritate  rei  Galeni  doctrina  defenditur,''  1626,  4to; 
**  Disputatio  de  Principatu  Hepatis  ex  Anatorae  Lampe- 
trae,"  Patav.  4to.  Though  from  dissecting  the  liver  of  this 
animal  he  was  satisfied  the  blood  did  not  acquire  its  red 
colour  there,  yet  he  did  not  choose  to  oppose  the  doctrine 
of  Galen.  His  observation,  however,  was  probably  not 
lost,  but  led  the  way  to  a  more  complete  discovery  of  the 
fact,  by  subsequent  anatomists.  He  published  also,  ^'  De 
Principio  EfFectivo  Semini  insito.**  * 

BRONZING.     Sec  ALLORI. 

BROOKE  (Frances),  whose  maiden  name  was  Moore, 
was  the  daughter  of  a  clergyman,  and  the  wife  of  the  rev. 
John  Brooke,  rector  of  Colney  in  Norfolk,  of  St.  Augus- 
tine in  the  city  of  Norwich,  and  chaplain  to  the  garrison  of 
Quebec.  She  was  as  remarkable  for  her  gentleness  and 
suavity  of  manners  as  for  her  literary  talents.  Her  hus- 
band died  on  the  2 1st  of  January  1789,  and  she  herself 
expired  on  the  26th  of  the  same  month,  at  Sleaford,  where 
she  had  retired  to  the  house  of  her  son,  now  rector  of 
Folkingham  in  Lincolnshire.  Her  disorder  was  a  spas- 
modic complaint.  The  first  literary  performance  we  know 
of  her  writing  was  the  "Old  Maid,"  a  periodical  w6rk, 
begun  November  15,  1755,  and  continued  every  Saturday 
until  about  the  eiid  of  July  1756.     These  papers  have 

^  Morert.— Foppen. — Freheri.— ^lUust.  Academls  Leid.  1614,  4to,  p.  89.-* 
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since  been  collected  into  one  volume  12mo«  In  the  same 
year  (1756)  she  published  "Virginia,"  a  tragedy,  with 
odes,  pastorals,  and  translations,  8vo.  In  the  preface  to 
this  publication  §he  assigns  as  a  reason  for  its  appearance, 
*'  tha^  she  was,prejcluded  from  ull  hopes  6f  ever  seeing  the 
tragedy  brpijght  upon  the  stage,  by  there  having  been  two 
so  lately; ;  on  ^  the  same  subject." — "If  hers,"  she  adds, 
**  should  be  found  to  have  any  greater  resemblance  to  the 
two  represerrted,  than  the  sameness  of  the  story  made  un- 
avoidable, of  which  she  is  not  conscious,  it  must  have  been 
accidental  on  her  side,  as  there  are  many  persons  of  very 
distinguished  rank  and  unquestionable  veracity,  who  saw 
hers  in  manuscript  before  the  others  appeared,  and  will 
witness  for  her,  that  she  has  taken  no  advantage  of  having 
seen  them.  She  must  here  do  Mr.  Crisp  the  justice  to 
say,  that  any  resemblance  must  have  been  equally  acci- 
dental on  his  part,  as  he  neither  did,  nor  could  see  her 
Virginia  before  his  own  was  played ;  Mr.  Garrick  having 
declined  reading  hers  till  Mr.  Crisp's  was  published."  Pre- 
fixed to  this  publication  were  proposals  for  printing  by 
subscription  a  poetical  translation,  with  notes,  of  il  Pastor 
Fido,  a  work  which  probably  was  never  completed. 

In  1763  she  published  a  novel,  entitled,  "The  History 
of  Lady  Julia  Mandeville,"  concerning  the  plan  of  which 
there  were  various  opinions,  though  of  the  execution  there 
seems  to  have  been  but  one.  It  was  read  with  much 
avidity  and  general  approbation.  It  has  been  often,  how- 
ever, wished  that  the  catastrophe  had  been  less  melan- 
choly ;  and  of  the  propriety  of  this  opinion  the  authoress 
herself  is  said  to  have  been  satisfied,  but  did  not  choose  to 
make  the  alteration.  In  the  same  year  she  published 
**  Letters  from  Juliet  lady  Catesby  to  her  friend  lady  Hen- 
rietta Campley,"  translated  from  the  French,  12mo.  She 
«oon  afterwards  went  to  Canada  with  her  husband,  who 
was  chaplain  to  the  garrison  at  Quebec ;  and  there  saw 
those  romantic  scenes  so  admirably  painted  in  her  next 
work,  entitled,  "  The  History  of  Emily  Montagu,'*  1769, 
4  vols.  12mo.  The  next  year  she  published  **  Memoirs  of 
the  Marquis  of  St.  Forlaix,"  in  4  vols.  I2mo.  On  her  re- 
turn to  England  accident  brought  her  acquainted  with  Mrs. 
Yates,  and  an  intimacy  was  formed  between  them  which 
lasted  as  long  as  that  lady  lived  ;  and  when  she  died,  Mrs. 
Brooke  did  honour  to  her  memory  by  a  eulogium  printed 
in  the  Gentleman's  Magazine.    \i  we  are  not  mistaken^ 
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Mrs.  Brooke  bad  with  Mr^.  Yates  for  a  time  some  share  in 
the  opera-bouse.  Sbe  certainly  had  some  share  of  the 
libellous  abuse  which  the  maoagemeat  of  that  theatre  du« 
ring  the  above  period  gave  birth  to.  We  have  alreikiy 
seen  that  her  first  play  bad  been  refused  by  Mr.  Garrick* 
After  the  lapse  of  several  yeaf  s  she  was  willing  once  more 
to  try  her  fortuhe  at  the  theatre,  and  probably  relying  on 
the  influence  of  Mrs.  Yates,  to  obtain  its  representation^ 
produced  a  tragedy  which  had  not  the  good  fortqne  to 
please  the  mauager.  He  therefore  rejected  it ;  itnd  by 
that  means  excited  the  resentment  of  the  autheres3  «o 
much  that  sbe  took  a  severe  revenge  on  him  in  ^  novel 
published  in  1777,  entitled  the  '^  Excursion,"  in  2  vols. 
12mo.  It  is  not  certainly  known  whether  this  rejected 
tragedy  is  or  is  not  the  same  as  was  afterwards  acted  at 
Covent-garden.  If  it  was,  it  will  furnish  no  impeachment 
of  Mr.  Garrick's  judgment  It  ought,  however,  to  be 
added,  that  our  authoress,  as  is  said,  di.ought  her  invec- 
tive too  severe ;  lamented  and  retracted  it.  In  1771  she 
translated  "  Elements  of  the  History  of  England,  from 
the  invasion  of  the  Romans  to  the  reign  of  George  U* 
from  the  abh€  Millot,*'  in  4  vols.  12 mo.  In  January  1781^ 
the  **  Siege  of  Sinope,"  a  tragedy,  was  acted-  at  Covent- 
garden.  This  piece  added  but  little  to  her  reputation, 
though  the  principal  characters  were  well  supported  by 
Mr.  Henderson  and  Mrs.  Yates.  It  went  nine  nights,  but 
never  became  popular ;  it  wanted  energy,  and  had  not 
much  originality ;  there  was  little  to  disapiH'ove,  but  no* 
thing  to  admire.  Her  next  and  most  popular  performance 
9fa$  "  Rosina/'  acted  at  Covent-garden  in  December  17d2* 
This  she  presented  to  Mr.  Harris,  ^nd  few  pieces  have 
been  equally  successful.  The  simplicity  of  the  story,  the 
elegance  of  the  words,  and  the  excellence  of  the  music, 
promise  a  long  duration  to  this  druna.  Her  concluding 
work  was  ^^  Marian,"  acted  1788  at  Covent-garden  with 
some  success,  but  very  much  inferior  to  Rpsina.  ^ 
.  BROOKE  (Henry),  an  amiable  and  ingenious  writer^ 
jvas  a  native  of  Ireland,  where  be  was  born  in  the  year  1 706* 
Mis  father,  the  rev.  William  Brooke  of  Rantavan,  rector 
of  the  parishes  of  Killinkare,  MuUough,  MybuUough,  and 
JLicowie,  is  said  to  have  been  a  man  of  grent :  talents  and 

^  From  our  ttst  eilition. '«-Geiit.  Mag.  vol.  LlX.^Biog.  pran.^Kiclioli'S 
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Wtifih ;  bii  mother^s  name  was  Digby.  His  education  apr« 
pears  to  have  been  precipitated  in  a  manner  not  very  usual  i 
after  being  for  some  time  tbe  pupil  of  Dr.  Sheridan,  he 
tira«  sent  to  Trinity  college^  Dublin,  and  from*  thence  re- 
moved^ when  only  Seventeen  years  old,  to  ^tucJy  law  in 
>he  Temple.  Dr.  Sheridan  wai  pro4>ab)y  the  meaws  of 
bis  being  introduced  in  London  to  Swift  and  Pope,  who 
rtfj^rded  bim  as  a  young  man  of  very  promising  talents. 
How  long  be  remained  in  London  we  are  not  told;  but  on 
bis  retdrn  to  Ireland  he  practised  for  some  time  a^  a  cham« 
<^ber  Counsel,  when  an  incident  occurred  which  interrupted 
his  more  regular  pursuits,  and  prematurely  involved  him 
in  the  cares  of  a  family.  An  aunt,  who  died  at  Westmgath 
about  the  time  of  his  arrival  in  Ireland,  committed  to  him 
the  guardianship  of  her  daughter,  a  lively  and  beautiful 
girl  between  eleven  and  twelve  years  old.  Brooke,  pleased 
with  the  trusty  conducted  her  to  Dublin,  and  placed  her 
at  a  boarding-school,  where,  during  his  frequent  visits,  he 
gradually  changed  the  guardian  for  the  lover,  and  at  length 
prevailed  on  her  to  consent  to  a  private  marriage.  In  the 
life  prefixed  to  his  works,  this  is  said  to  have  taken  place 
before  she  had  reached  her  fourteenth  year :  another  ac* 
count,  which  it  is  neither  easy  nor  pleasant  to  believe, 
informs  us  that  she  was  a  mother  before  she  had  completed 
that  year.  When  the  marriage  was  discovered,  the  cere- 
mony  was  again  performed  in  the  presence  of  his  family. 
For  some  time  this  happy  pair  had  no  cares  but  to  please 
each  other,  and  it  was  not  until  after  the  bii^h  of  thelir 
third  child  that  Brooke  could  be  induced  to  think  seriously 
how  such  a  family  was  to  be  provided  for.  The  law  had 
long  been  given  up,  and  he  had  little  inclination  to  re* 
sume  a  profession  which  excluded  so  many  of  the  pleasures 
of  imagination,  and  appeared  inconsistent  with  the  feelings 
of  a  mind  tender,  benevolent,  and  somewhat  romantic. 
Another  journey  to  London,  however,  promised  the  ad- 
vantages of  literary  society,  and  the  executiron  of  literary 
iTcbemes  by  which  be  might  indulge  his  genius,  and  be 
rewarded  by  fam6  and  wealth.  Accordingly,  soon  aftei^ 
his  arrival,  he  renewed  his  acquaintance  with  his  former 
friends,  and  published  bis  philosophical  poem,  entitled 
**  Universal  Beauty."  This  had  been  submitted  to  Pope, 
who,  probably,  contributed  his  assistance,  and  whose  man- 
iieir  at  least  is  certainly  followed.  At  what' time  this  oc- 
curred is  UDcertaio.    The  secoiid  part  was  published  inf^ 
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1735,  and  the  remainder  about  it  year  {tfcer.  What  fame 
or  advantage  he  derived  from  it  we  know.noti  as  no  men^ 
lion  is  mad^  of  him  in  the  extensive  correspondeQce  of 
Pope  or  Swift.  He  was,  however^  obliged  to  return  tp 
Ireland^  where  for  a  short  time  he  resumed  his  legfd  pro^ 
fession. 

,  In  1737  he  went  a  third  time  to  London^  where  l^e  wa^^ 
introduced  to  Lyttelton  and  others,  the  politieal  and  lite* 
rary  adherents  of  the  prince  of  Wales,  ^'  who,"  it  is  said^ 
**  caressed  hiin  with  uncommon  familiarit}^,  and  presented 
ijAm  with  many  elegant  and  valuable  tokens  of  his  friend* 
ship/'  Amidst  such  society,  he  had  every  thing  to  point 
his  ambition  to  fame  and  independence,  and  readily  caught 
that  fervour  of  patriotic  enthusiasm  which  was  the  bond  of 
uniop  and  the  ground  of  hope  in  the  princess  court 

In  1738  he  published  a  translation  of  the  First  Three 
Books  of  Tasso,  of  wliich  it  is  sufficient  praise  that  Hoole 
says :  '^  I^  is  at  once  so  harmonious  and  so  spirited,  that  I 
think  an  .entire  translation  of  Tasso  by  him  would  not  only 
have  rendered  my  task  unnecessary,  but ,  have  discouraged 
those  from  the  attempt  whose  poetical  abilities  are  much 

^  superior  to  mine."  He  was,  however,  diverted  from  com- 
pleting his  translation^  by  his  political  friends,  who,  among 
other  plans  of  hostility  against  the  minister  of  the  d9y,  en-' 
^eavoured  to  turn  all  the  weapons,  of  literature  against 
lum»  Their  prose  writers  were  numerous,  but  principally 
essayists  and  pamphleteers:  from  their  poets  they  had 
greater   expectations ;    Paul  Whitehead   wrote    satires ; 

^Fielding,  comedies  and  farces;  Glover,  an  epic  poem; 
and  now  Brooke  was  encouraged  to  introduce  Walpole  in 
JIL  tragedy.  This  was  entitled  ^' Gustavus  Vasa,  the  de- 
liverer of  his  country,"  and  was  accepted  by  Drury-lane 
theatre^  and  almost  quite  ready  for  performance,  when  an 
order  came  from  the  lord  chamberlain  to  prohibit  it  Thai 
At  contains  a  considerable  portion  of  party- spirit  cannot  be 

^  defied,  and  the  character  of  Trollio,  the  Swedish  minister^ 
however  unjustly,  was  certainly  intended  for  sir  Robert 
Walj^le;  but  it  mf(y  "be  doubted  whether  this  minister 

'^  rained  much  by  piobibi^ng  the  actiug  of  a  p)ay  which  be 
had  not  the  courage  to  suppress  when  published,  and  when 
.the  sentiment$»  considered  deliberately  in  the  closet^  might 

'be  nearly  as  injurioa$  as  when  delivered  by  a  mouthing 
actor.  The  press^  however,  remained  open,  and  the  pro* 
ImIhUqd  having  excited  an  uncommpn  degree  of  curi0fiity» 
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the  author  was  more  richlv  rewarded  than  he  could  hare 
been  by  the  profits  of  the  stage.  Above  a  thousand  copies 
were  subscribed  fbr  at  five  shillings  each,  and  by  the  sale 
of  the  subsequertt  editions,  the  author  is  said  to  have 
cleared  nearly  a  thousand  pounds.  The  editor  of  the 
Biographia  Dramatica  says  that  it. was  acted  in  1742,  with 
fiome  alterations,  on  the  Irish  stage,  by  the  title  of  *'  The 
Patriot''  Dr.  Johnson,  who  at  this  time  ranked  among 
the  discontented,  wrote  a  very  ingenious  satirical  pam^ 
phlet  in  favour  of  the  author,  entitled  ^*  A  complete  vin- 
dication of  the  Licensers  of  the  Stage  from  the  malicious 
And  scandalous  aspersions  of  Mn  Brooke,  author  of  Gus* 
tavusVasa,"  1739,  4to. 

'  The  fame  Brooke  acquired  by  this  play,  which  has  cer- 
tainly many  beauties,  seemed  the  earnest  of  a  prosperous 
career,  and  as  he  thought  he  could  now  afford  to  wait  the 
slow  progress  of  events,  be  hired  a  house  at  Twickenham, 
'  near  to  Pcpe's,  famished  it  genteelly,  and  seiit  for  Mrs. 
Brooke  and  his  family.  But  these  flattering  prospects  Were 
soon  clduded.  He  was  seized  with  an  ague  so  violent  and 
obstinate  that  his  phpicians,  after  having  almost  despaired 
of  his  life,  advised  him,  as  a  last  resource,  to  try  bts  native 
air.  With  this  he  complied,  and  obtained  a  complete  rer 
-coverf.  It  was  then  expected  that  he  should  return' ):e 
London,  and  such  was  certainly  his  intention,  but  to  the 
surprize  of  his  friends,  he  determined  to  remain  in  Ireland. 
For  a  conduct  so  apparently  inconsistent  not  only  with  iiis 
interest,  but  his  inclination,  he  was  long  unwilling  to  no- 
^otmt.  It  appeared  afterwards,  that  Mrs.  Brooke  was 
alarmed  at  the  zeal  with  which  he  espoused  thecause  «ff 
-the  opposition,  and  dreaded  the  consequences  with  wliich 
bis  next  intemperate  publication  might  be  fbllowed.  She 
persuaded  him  therefore  to  remain  in  Irdand,  and  for  so 
lingular  a  measure  at  this  favouraUe  crisis  in  his  history, ' 
he  could  assign  no  adequate  reason  without  exposing  -her 
to  the  imputation  of  capri<ie,  and  himself  to  that  of  U  top 
yielding  temper.  .  .         .     •       '  - 

•  During  his  residence  in  Irela?)d,  lie*  kept  up  a  literary 
'•eorrespond^ee  with  his  London  friends,  but  all  th^r  let*^ 
^et^'were  consumed  by  an  acddei^tal  fire.  Two  from  Pope, 
>f^e  are  told,  are  particularly  to  be  lamented,  as  in  oT^e  of 
9faese  he  prof eissed  himself  in  heart 'a  prOtestaiit,  but  apo- 
logized for  not  publicly  confOrtiUng,  by  alleging  that  it 
^oald  render  the  eve  of  his  motb^rW  life  Biihappy.  Pope^a 
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filial  affection  is  the  most  amiable  feature  in  bis  cbar^ter ; 
but  tliis  story  of  bis  declining  to  conform  because  it  would 
give  uneasiness  to  bis  motber,  falls  to  tbe  giround  wben 
j^be  reader  is  told  that  bis  motber  bad  been  dead  si|:  or 
«0VQn  years  before  Brooke  went  to  Ireland.  In  another 
letter^  be  is  said,  with  more  appes^rance  of  truth,  to  have 
advised  Brooke  to  take  orders,  ^^  as  being  a  profession 
better  suited  to  bis  principles,  bis  disposition,  and  bis  ge« 
jiitts^  than  that  of  the  law,  and  ^Iso  less  injurious  to  his 
heattb."  Why  he  did  not  comply  with  this  advice  cannot 
now  be  known ;  but,  before  this  time,  he  appears  to,  have 
jbteeo  of  a  religious  turn,  although  it  is  not  easy  to  recour 
ciie  bis  principles,  which  were  those  of  the  strictest  kind« 
.vHh  bis  continual  ambidoo  to  shine  as  a  dramatic  writer.  / 

For  some  years  after  bis  arrival  in  Ireland,  little  is 
Ikhowp  of  his  life,  except  that  lord  Chesterfield,  when  vice- 
^Qy>  conferred  upon  him  tbe  office  of  barrapli^master..  His 
pen,  however,  was  not  idle.  In  1741,  be  contributed  tp 
OglVs  version  of  Chauoer,  *^  Constat) tia,. or.  the  Man  of 
Law's  Tale  ;^^  and  in  1745,  according  tp  one  account,  bis 
tragedy  of  tbe  ^'  Earl  of  Westmoreland''  was  performed 
on  tbe  Dublin  stage ;  but  tbe  editor  of  the  Biographia 
J)ra,matica  informs  us  that  it  was  lirst  acted  at  Diibiiu  in 
1741,  under  the  title  of  the  ^^  Betrayer  of  bis  Country,'* 
and  again  in  1754  under  that  of  ^^  Injured  Honour."  It9 
.feme,  howev-er,  was  confined  to  Ireland^  nor  was  it  knowa 
in  Engird  until  the  publication  of  bis  poetical  works  in 
1778.  A  more  important  .publication  was  bis  ^^  Farmer's 
Letters,"  written  in  1745,  on  the  plan  of  Swift's  Prapier'^ 
Letters,  and  with  a  view  to  rqu^e  tbe  spirit,  of  freedom 
among  the  I  Ash,  threatened,  as  they  were,  in  common  with 
their  fdlow-subjects,  by  rebellion  and  invasion. 

In  1746  be  wrote  an  epilogue  on  the  birth-day  of  the 
duke  of  Cumberland,  spoken  by  Mr.  Garrick  in  Dublin,  . 
and  a  prologue  to  Othello.     In  1747  he  contributed  to 
Moore's  volume  of  Fables,  four  of  great  poetical  merit, 
viz.  "  The  Temple  of  Hy  nien ;"  "  The  Spari'ow  and  Dove  ;'• 

The  Female  Seducers,"  and  **  Love  and  ^Vanity.'*  In 
1748  he  wrote  a  prologue  to  the  Foundling,  and  a  dramatic 
opera  entitled  "  Little  John  and  the  Giants."  This  was 
acted  only  one  night  in  Dublin,  being  then  prohibited  on 
account  of  certain  political  allusions.  On  this  occasion  be 
wrote  **  The  last  speech  of  John  Good,  alias  Jack  the 
Giant  QueUer/'  a  ^^tirical  effusion,  not  very  pointed,  and 


<4i 


n  BROOKE. 

mixed  wtth  political  allegory,  and  a  profusion  of  qtiotationi 
•from  scripture  against  tyrants  and  tyranny.  In  IT^d,  hid 
A^  Earl  of  Essex/'  a  tragedy,  was  performed  at  Dublin; 
and  afterwards,  in  1760,  at  Drury*lane  theatre,  with  so 
much  success  as  to  be  preferred  to  the  rival  plays  on  the 
«ame  subject  by  Banks  and  Jones«  At  what  time  his  other 
dramatic  pieces  were  written,  or  acted,  if  acted  at  all,  is 
uncertain  *. 

His  biographer  informs  us,  that,  **  wearied  at  length 
with  fruitless  efforts  to  arouse  the  slumbering  genius  of  his 
eountry^^disgusted  with  her  ingratitude— and  sick  of  her 
venality,  he  withdrew  to  his  paternal  seat,  and  there,  in 
the  society  of  the  muses,  and  the  peaceful  bosom  of  do^ 
mestic  )ove,  consoled  himself  for  lost  advantages  and  dia« 
Appointed  hopes.  An  only  brother,  whom  he  tenderly 
loved,  accompanied  his  retirement,  with  a  family  almost 
AS  numerous  as  his  own  ;  and  there,  for  many  years,  they 
fiv^d  together  with  uninterrupted  harmony  and  affection': 
die  nep'hew  was  as  dear  as  the  son-^the  uncle  as  revered 
as  tbe  father — and  the  sister«in«law  almost  as  beloved  as 
the  wife." 

In  1762,  he  published  a  pamphlet  entitled  <^  The  Trial 
of  the  Roman  Catholics,"  the  object  of  which  was  to  re- 
move the  political  restraints  on  that  class,  and  to  prova 
that  this  may  be  done  with  safety.     In  this  attempt,  how* 
ever,  hi§  zeal  led  him  so  far  as  to  question  incontrovertible 
facts,  and  even  to  assert  that  the  history  of  the  Irish  mas* 
sacre  in  1641  is  nothing  but  an  old  wives  fable ;  and  npoA 
the  whole  be  leans  more  to  the  principles  of  the  Boman 
catholic  religion,  than  an  argument  professedly  political, 
^  a  mere  question  of  extended  toleration,  &emed  to  te* 
quire.     His  next  work  excited  more  attention  in  Englandt 
In  1766  a.ppeared  the  first  volume  of  the  **  Fool  of  Qua* 
lity,  or  the  History  of  the  earl  of  Morekind,"  a  novel,  re* 
plete  with  knowledge  of  human  life  and  manners,  and  in 
which  there  are  many  admirable  traits  of  moral  feeling  and 
propriety,  but  mixed,  as  the  author  advances  towards  the 
clbse,  vAih  so  much  of  religious  discussion,  and  mysterious 

*  These   were   **  The   Contending  but  is  said  tq  have  |»eeH  the  prodociitvi 

brothers,"  the  «*  Female  Officer,'*  and  of  another  hand.    Of  these,  the  **  jFf- 

the  **  Marriage  Contract,'*  'comedies  ;  niaTe  Officer"  only  is  said  to  have  been 

(*  The    Impostor,"   a    tragedy,   and  once  actetl,  when  Mrs.  WoffingtoD  per- 

"  ('ym1)eline,"  an  injudicious  altera-  sooated  the  of&cer,  prothably  at  hfif 

^  ton  from  Sbalupeare'.  "Montezuma,"  benefit, 

f^  trage^ri  is  pointed  amoD^  h||  worlu,  '      '       .    . 
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viortes  and  opinions,  as  to  leave  it  doubtful  whether  he  in- 
eltned  most  to  Bebmenism  or  popery.  It  became,  how- 
ever, when  completed  in  five  volumes,  1770,  a  very  po<* 
pular  novel,  and  has  often  been  reprinted  since. 
r .  In  1772,  he  published  ^  Redemption,"  a  poem,  in  which 
ihat  great  mystery  of  our  religion  is  explained  and  ampli* 
fied  by  bolder  figures  than  are  usually  hazarded.  His 
taste  was  indeed  evidently  on  the  decline,  and.iu  this  aa 
Well  as  ali  bis  later  performances,  he  seems  to  have  yielded 
10  the  enthusiasm  of  the  moment,  without  any  reserve  in 
fiivour  of  bis  better  judgment.  In  this  poem,  too,  he  ap-^ 
pears  to  have  lost  his  pronunciation  of  the  English  so  ftur 
as  to  introduce  rhymes  which  must  be  read  according  to 
the  vulgar  Irish.  His  last  work  was  <*  Juliet  Grenville,"  a 
Bovel  in  three  volumes,  which  appeared  in  1774.  This  ia 
very  justly  entitled  ^*  The  History  of  the  Human  Heart,*' 
the  secret  movements  of  which  few  novelists  have  better 
tinderstood ;  but  there  is  such  a  mixture  of  the  most  sacred 
idoctrines  of  religion  with  the  common  incidents  and  chit-' 
diat  of  the  modern  romance,  that  his  best  friends  could 
with  diiBcuh}^  discover  among  these  ruins,  some  fragmenta 
which  indicated  what  his  genius  had  once  been. 
^  In  this  year  (1774)  we  are  told,  that  Garrick  pressed 
him  eamestly  to  write  for  the  stage,  and  offered  to  enter 
into  articles  with  him  at  the  rate  of  a  shilling  per  line  for 
ail  he  should  write  during  life,  provided  that  he  wrote  for 
him  alone.  *^  This  Garrick,"  says  bis  biographer,  <<  looked 
upon  as  an  extraordinary  compliment  to  Mr.  Brooke's  abi« 
Uties ;  but  he  could  not,  however,  bring  him  over  to  his 
opinion,  nor  prevail  with  him  to  accept  of  his  offer ;  on  the 
contrary,  he  tejeeted  it  with  scmie  degree  of  haughtiness*^ 
for  which  Garrick  never  forgave  him.  He  was  then  in  the 
full  an4  flattering  career  to  fortune  and  to  fame,  and  would 
have  thought  it  a  disgrace  to  hire  out  his  talents,  and  tie 
liimself  down  to  necessity.''  In  this  story  there  is  enough 
to  induce  us  to  reject  it.  Brooke  was  so  far  from  being  at 
this  time  in  the  foil  and  flattering  career  to.  fortune  and  ta 
f^me,  that  be  had  out-lived  both.  And  supposing  that 
there  may  be  some  mistake  in  the  date  of  Garriok's  propo- 
sal, and  that  for  1774  we  should  read  1764,  or  even  1754^ 
the  proposal  itself  is  too  ridiculous  to  bear  examination. 

Our  authoF^s  tenderness  of  heart  and  unsuspecting  tern* 
per  involved  him  in  pecuniary  difiiculties.  He  was  eve^ 
pronf  to  giv(  relief  to  the  d\^tr^ssed,  although  tbf  kmipQ^ 
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diate  ceiueqiieiice  of  bis  liberality  was  that  he  wanted  re** 
lief  himself,  and  at  length  was  compelled  to  dispose  of  his 
property,  and  remove  to  Kildare.  After  living  some  time 
here,  he  took  a  farm^  near  his  former  residence.  Where 
•  this  residence  was,  his  biographers  have  not  mentioned  ; 
but  soon  after  his  return,  they  inform  ns  that  he  lost  his 
wife,  to  whom  he  had  been  happily  united  for  nearly  fifty 
years.  The  shock  which  this  calamity  gaye  to  a  mind, 
never  probably  very  firm,  and  the  wreck  of  a  family  of 
seventeen  children  now  reduced  to  two,  was  followed  by  a 
state  of  mental  imbecility  from  which  he  never  recovered. 
The  confusion  of  his  ideas,  indeed,  had  been  visible  in 
most  of  bis  later  writings,  and  the  infirmities  of  age  com* 
pleted  what  his  family  losses  and  personal  disappointments 
had  begun.  His  last  days,  however,  were  cheered  by  the 
liopes  ^  religion,  which  became  brighter  as  he  approached 
the  hour  in  which  they  were  to  be  fulfilled.  He  died  Oct. 
10^  1783*^  leaving  a  son,  since  dead,  and  a  daughtei', 
the  child  of  his  old  age. 

His  poetical  works  were  collected  in  1-778,  in  four  vo- 
lumes octavo,  printed  very  incorrectly,  and  with  the  ad- 
dition of  some  pieces  which  were  not  his.  In  1792  ano- 
ther edition  was  published  at  Dublin,  by  his  daughter,  who 
procured  some  memoirs  of  her  father  prefixed  to  the  first 
volume.  In  this  she  informs  us  she  found  many  difficuU 
ties.  He  had  lived  to  so  advanced  an  age,  that  most  of  Ijis 
contemporaries  departed  before  him,  and  this  young  lady 
remembered  nothing  of  him  previous  to  his  retirement 
from  the  world.  Such  an  apology  pannot  be  refused,  while 
we  must  yet  regret  that  miss  Brooke  was  not  able  to  col- 
lect information  more  to  be  depended  on,  and  arranged 
with  more  attention  to  dates.  The  narrative,  as  we  find  it, 
is  confused  and  contradictory. 

Flrom  all,  however,  that  can  now  be  learned,  Brooke 
was  a  man  of  a  most  amiable  character  and  ingenuous  tem* 
per,  and  perhaps  few  men  have  produced  writings  of  the 
same  variety,  the  tendency  of  all  which  is  so  uniformly  in 
favour  of  religious  and  moral  principle.  Yet  even  in  this 
there  are  inconsistencies  which  we  know  not  how  to  ex* 
plain,  unless  we  attribute  them  to  an  extraordinary  defect 
in  judgment.  During  a  great  part  of  his  life,  his  religi- 
ous opinions  approached  to  what  are  now  termed  methodis-* 

'i^  He  vss  in  possession  of  tbe  pl^ge  of  banrapl^-m^stcir  of  MoUiiigac^  aX  hm 
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ticaly  and  one  difficulty,  in  contemplating  his  cbaraetefy 
is  to  reconcile  this  with  bis  support  of  the  stage,  and  his 
vrriting  those  trifling  farces  we  And  among  his  works.  •  Per* 
haps  it  may  be  said  that  the  necessities  of  his  family  made 
him  listen  to  the  importunity  of  those  friends*  who  con* 
«idered  the  stage  as  a  profitable  resource ;  but  by  taking 
such  advice  he  was  certainly  no  great  gainer.  Except  in 
tbe  case  of  his  ^^  Gustavus'^  and  ^*  £arl  of  Essex/'  there  is 
no  reason  to  think  that  he  was  successful,  and  the  greater 
part  of  his  dramas  were  never  performed  at  all,  or  printed 
until  1778,  when  he  could  derive  very  little  advantage 
from  thein.  Nor  can  we  impute  it  to  any  cause,  except  a 
total  want  of  judgment  and  an  ignorance  of  the  public 
taste,  that  he  intermixed  the  most  awful  doctrines  of  reli'* 
^ion,  and  the  lighter  incidents  and  humorous  sketches  of 
vulgar  or  fashionable  life,  in  his  novels.  He  lived,  how- 
ever, we  are  told,  more  consistently  than  he  wrote.  No 
day  passed  in  which  be  did  not  collect  his  family  to  prayer, 
and  read  and  expounded  tbe  scriptures  to  them  *..  Among 
his  tenants  and  humble  friends  he  was  tbe  benevolent  and 
generous  character  which  he  had  been  accustomed  to  de-* 
pict  in  his  works,N  and  while  be  had  the  means,  he  literally 
went.about  doing  good. 

As  a  poet,  he  <]elights  his  readers  principally  by  occa* 
sioual  flights  of  a  vivid  imagination,  but  has  in  no  instance 
giveq  u»  a  poem  to  which  criticism  may  not  suggest  many 
reasonable  objections.  The  greater  part  of  bis  life,  he 
lived  remote  from  the  friends  of  whose  judgment  he  might 
have  availed  himself,  and  by  whose  taste  his  own  might 
have  been  regulated.  His  first  production,  Universal 
Beauty,  has  a  noble  display  of  fiincy  in  many  parts.  It  is 
not  idaprobable  that  Pope,  to  whom  he  submitted  it^  gave 

« 

*  The  fojlowmg  anecdote  is  given  being  over,  he  opened  the  bible,  and 

by  bis  biographer,  with  some  regret  preached  extempore  on  the  first  text. 

that  he  bad  not  been  educated  for  tbe  that  struck  his  eye.    In  the  middle  of 

church.     '*  One  Sunday,  while  the  con*  his  discourse,  the  clergyman  entered 

gregation  were  assembled  in  the  rural  and  found  the  whole  coogtegation  in 

church  of  the  parish  in  which  he  lived,  tears.    -  He  entreated  Mr.  ^ronke  to 

tbey  waited  a  long  time  the  arrival  of  proceed  j  hot  this^he  modesUy  refused  i 

tbeir  clergyman.    At  last,  finding  be  and  the  other  as  modestly  declared, 

was  not  likely  to  come  that  day,  they  that  after  the  testimony  of  superior 

judged  that  some  accident  bad  detained  abilities,  vhich   be  perceived  in  the 
him;  and  being  loth  to  depart  entirely  .  moist  eyes  of  all  present,  be  wopM 

without  their  errand,  they  with  one  ac-  think  it  presumption  aud  folly  to  hazard 
cord  requested  that  Mr.  Brooke  would  .  any  thing  of  bis  ewn.    Accordingly, 

perform  tbe  service  for  them,  and  ex-  the  concluding    prayers    alone   were 

pound  a  part  of  tbe  scriptures. *»He  said,  and  the  congregatioa  dismissed 

tfmifaied,  mA  tbe  previous  prayejps  fortbt  diy.^' 
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him  dome  assistance^  And  be  certainly  repaid  his  instructor 
by  adop^ng  bis  manner ;  yet  he  has  avoided  Pope^s  mono* 
tony,  and  would  have  done  this  with  more  effect,  if  we  did 
t)ot  perceive  a  mechanical  lengthening  of  certain  lines, 
tather  than  a  natural  variety  of  movement.  On  the  other 
iband^  the  sublimity  of  the  subject,  by  which  he  was  in* 
spired  and  which  he  hoped  to  communicate,  sometimes 
betrays  him  into  a  species  of  turgid  declamation.  Har* 
iQony  appears  to  be  consulted,  and  epithets  multiplied  to 
please  the  ear  at  the  expence  of  meaning.  ^ 

BROOKE  (John  Charles),  late  Somerset-herald,  was 
the  son  of  William  Brooke,  M.  D.  of  Fieldhead,  near  Dods« 
worth  in  Yorkshire,  and  a  gentleman  by  descent  He  was 
born  in  174B,  and  put  apprentice  to  Mr.  James  Kirkby,  a 
chemist,  in  Bartlett's-buildings,  London  i  but  discovering  a 
strong  turn  to  faeraldie  pursuits,  and  having,  by  a  pedigree 
of  the  Howard  family,  which  he  drew,  attracted  the  notico 
bf  the  then  duke  of  Norfolk,  he  procured  him  a  place  in 
the  college  of  arms,  by  the  title  of  Rouge  Croix  pursuit* 
yant,  in  1775,  from  which,  in  1778,  he  was  advanced  to 
that  of  Somerset  herald,  which  office  he  held  at  his  deaths 
and  by' the  interest  of  the  present  duke  of  Norfolk  be  waijf 
also  one  of  the  lieutenants  in  the  militia  of  the  West  Riding 
pf  Yorkshire.  On  Feb.  3,  1794,  he  was  suffocated,  with 
bis  friend  Mr.  Pingo  of  York,  and  many  other  persons,  in 
attempting  to  get  into  the  pit  at  the  little  theatre  in  the 
JHaymarket.  It  did  not  appear  that  he  had  been  thrown 
down,  but  was  suffocated  as  he  stood;  his  countenance 
bad  the  appearance  of  sleep,  and  even  the  colour  in  hi« 
cheeks  remained.  He  was  interred,  with  great  respect^ 
and  the  attendance  of  the  principal  members  of  the  college 
and  of  the  society  of  antiquaries,  Feb.  6,  in  a  vault  under 
the  heralds^  seat,  in  the  church  of  St.  Bennet,  Paul'^ 
Wharf.  A  mural  monument,  by  Asbton,  has  since  b^ei) 
placed  oveir  bis  remains  by  Edmund  Lodge,  esq.  Lancaster 
herald. 

Mr.  Brooke,  by  a  well-regulated  ceconomy^^  bad  fc« 
quired  about  14,000/.  By  bis  will  be  appointed  bis  twa 
sisters  executrixes  and  residuary  legatees^  and  bequeathed 
his  MSS.  to  the  college  of  arms.  He  made  many  collec- 
tions, chiefly  relative  to  the  county  of  York.  lkx%  fathef 
inheriting  the  MSS.  of  his  great  uncle,  the  rev.  Johi^ 

;  jf^hiran  aii4  Cluilil^ns's,  £«|f»ii  PaeU,  SI  tqIs.  ISlf,  Svct. 


.—J 


BROOKE.  5f 

Brooke,  which  he*  had  made  as  a  foundation  for  the  topo* 
graphy  of  that  great  division  of  the  Icingdom,  they  camt 
into  his  hands,  and  be  greatly  enlarged  them  by  his  own 
industry,  and  by  copying  the  manjascripts  of  Jennings  an4 
Tellyson,  which  treated  upon  the  same  subject  His  col- 
lections were  not  confined  to  Britain ;  but  be  added  much 
to  his  literary  labours  whilst  on  a  tour  to  the  continent* 
The  whole  shew  his  judgment  as  well  as  application.  Be- 
coming, April  6,  1775,  a  member  of  the  society  .of  anti- 
quaries, he  enriched  their  volumes  with  some  curious  pa^ 
pers  relative  to  the  ancient  seal  of  Robert  baron  Fitz- 
waiter,  and  those  of  queens  Catharine  Parr  and  Marj 
d'Este;  illustrations  of  a  Saxon  inscription  in  Kirkdale 
church,  in  the  North  Riding  of  Yorkshire,  and  another  in 
Aldborough  church,  in  Holderness;  and  of  a  deed  belong- 
ing to  the  manor  of  Nether-SilUngton,  in  Yorkshiro.  Some 
items  of  his,  signed  J.  B.  appear  in  the  Gentleman*ji 
Magazine ;  and  the  first  writers  of  the  age  in  history^  bio- 
graphy, and  topography,  have  been  indebted  to  him*^ 

BROOKE  (Ralph),  York  herald,  whose  real  name  was 
Brbokesworth,  until  be  changed  it  to  Brooke,  was  bred  to 
the  trade  of  a  painter-stainer,  of  which  company  he  be- 
came free,  Septembers,  1576,  and  leaving  this,  he  be- 
came an  officer  at  arms.  He  was  so  extremely  worthless 
and  perverse,  that  his  whole  mind  seems  bent  to  malice 
and  wickedness :  unawed  by  virtue  or  station,  none  were 
secure  from  his  unmerited  attacks.  He  became  a  dbgrace 
to  the  college,  a  misfortune  to  his  contemporaries,  and  a 
misery  to  himself.  With  great  sense  and  acquirements,  he 
«unk  into  disgrace  and  contempt.  He  was  particularly 
hostile  to  Camden,  publishing  '^  A  Discovery  of  Errors** 
found  in  his  Britannia.  Camden  returned  his  attack 
partly  by  silence,  and  pattly  by  rallying  Brooke,  as  entirely 
Ignorant  of  his  own  profession,  incapable  of  translating  or 
understanding  the  ^^  Britannia,'*  in  which  he  had  disco- 
vered faults,  offering  to  submit  the  matter  in  dispute  to  the 
eatl  Marshal,  the  college  of  heralds,'  the  society  of  anti- 
quaries, or  four  persons  learned  in  these  studies.  Irritated 
still  more,  he  wrote  a  ^^  Second  Discovery  of  Errors,*'  which 
be  presented  to  James  I.  Janizary  1,  1619-20,  who,  on  the 
4th  following,  prohibited  its  publication,  but  it  was  pub- 
lished by  Anstis,  in  1723,  in  4to.     In  it  are  Camden's  tap* 
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posed  errors,  with  his  objections,  Camden^s  reply,  and  im 
€>WD  answers.  In  the  appendix,  in  two  columns,  are  placed 
the  objectionable  passages  in  the  edition  of  1594',  and  the 
Mine  as  they  stood  in  that  of  1600.  In  1622,  he  published 
a  valuable  work,  dedicated  to  James  I.  entitled  '^  A  Ca- 
talogue and  Succession  of  Kings,  Princes,  Dukes,  Mar* 
quises,  Earls,  and  Viscounts  of  this  Realm,  since  the  Nor- 
man Conquest,  until  1619,  &c."  small  folio.  In  his  ad- 
dress to  his  majesty,  he  says,  ^^  he  had  spent  fifty  years* 
labour  and  experience,  having  served  his  majesty  and  the 
late  queen  Elizabeth,  of  famous  memory,  forty  years  and 
inor^e.'- <  That  no  doubt  might  be  entertained  of  his  ability, 
he  said  he  had  in  his  custody  the  collections  of  the  princi- 
pal heralds  deceased,  before  and  during  his  time,  adding, 
without  ostentation  be  it  spoken,  he  held  his  library  better 
furnished  than  the  office  of  arms.  He  does  not  neglect  to 
iDtreat  James  to  prc^ibit  upstarts  and  mountebanks  from 
impoverishing  his  majesty's  poor  servants,  the  officers  of 
arms«  who  labour  daily,  and  spend  both  their  bodies  and 
substance  in  doing  their  duty.  He  was  twice  suspended 
and  imprisoned  for  scandalous  misbeliaviour :  the  first 
time,  for  his  shameful  conduct  to  Segar,  Garter  ;  and-  in 

1620,  a  petition  was  exhibited  against  him  and  Creswell 
as  disturbers  of  the  whole  body  of  heralds.     On  Oct.  15, 

1621,  with  a  view  probably  to  expel  him  the  College,  it 
was  solemnly  argued,  whether  he  was  a  herald  ;  but  the 
chief  baron  of  the  exchequer,  Whitfield,  decided  in  his 
favour.  Dec.  4,  he  and  Creswell,  Somerset  herald,  were 
sentenced  to  the  Marshalsea  for  having  spoken  contemp- 
tuously of  the  Earl  Marshal.  Creswell  was  obliged  to  re- 
isign,  but  Brooke  died  in  his  office,  universally  despised, 
Oct.  15,  1625,  and  was  buried  in  the  church  of  Reculver 
in  Kent.  *  . 

BROOKE,  or  BROKE  (Sir  Robert),  lord  chief  justice 
of  the  common  pleas  in  the  reign  of  queen  Mary,  and 
author  of  several  books  in  the  law,  was  son  of  Thomas 
Brooke  of  Claverly  in  Shropshire,  by  Margaret  his  wife, 
daughter  of  Hugh  Grosvenor  of  Farmot  in  that  county. 
He  was  born  at  Claverly,  and  studied  in  the  university  of 
Oxford,  which  was  of  great  advantage^  to  him  when  he 
studied  the  law  in  the  Middle  Temple,  according  to  Mr. 
Wood,  though  Mr.  Stow,  in  his  Annals  under  the  year 

1  Noble's  College  of  Anwb— Gent  Mag.  LXIU.— ArchseQlogiaj  vol.  I.  p^  xix. 


BROOKE.  «1 

• 

15!?2,  says  he  was  of  Gray's«inn..  By  his  prodigous  appli-* 
cation  and  judgment  be  became  the  greatest  lawyer  of  hit 
time.  In  1 542  he  was  elected  autumn  or  summer  reader 
df  t!he  Middle  Temple,  and  in  Lent,  1550,  he  was  chosea 
double  reader.  In  1552  he  was  by  writ  called  to  be  ser- 
Jdatlt  at  law;  add  in  1553,  which  was  the  first  of  queen 
Maty*s  reign,  he  Was  appointed  lord  chief  justice  of  the' 
cotnmon  pleas,  aiVd  tH>t  or  the  king^s  bench,  as  some  have 
afSrmed;  and  about  that  time  he  received  the  botiourof 
knighthood  from  the  queen,  in  whose  reign  he  was  highly 
valued  f6t  bis  profound  skill  in  the  law,  and  his  integrity  in 
alt  points  relating  to  the  profession  of  it.  Mr.  Wood  men- 
tions a  manuscript  in  the  Ashmolean  library  at  Oxford, 
^hieh  informs  u^,  th^t  he  had  likewise  been  common  Ser- 
jeant and  recorder  of  the  city  ef  London,  and  speaker  of 
the  bonse  of  commons ;  and  that  he  died  as  he  was  visiting 
brs  friends  in  the  country,  September  5,  1 558,  and  was  in- 
terred in  the  chancel  of  Claverly  church,  with  a  monu- 
ment erected  to  him.  In  his  last  willj  proved  October  12 
ftie  same  year,  he  remembers  the  church  and  poor  of  Put- 
ney near  London.  He  left  his  posterity  a  good  estate  at 
Madfeley  in  Shropshire,  and  at  one  or  two  places  in  Suf- 
folk. He  wrote  "  La  Grannde  Abridgement,"  which  con- 
tains, {according  to  Mr,  Wqod,  an  abstract  of  the  Year^ 
books  to  the  reign  of  queen  Mary;  and  Nicolson,  in  his 
^*  English  Historical  Library,'*  tells  us,  that  in  this  work 
he  followed  the  example  of  Nicholas  Statham,  one  bf  the 

•  barons  of  the  exchequer  in  the  time  of  Edward  IV.  who 
first  abridged  the  larger  arguments  and  tedious  reports  of 
the'  Year-books  into  a  short  system  under  proper  heads  and 
common  placed  to  the  reign  of  king  Henry  VI. ;  and  that 
our  author,  sir  Robert  Brooke,  made  in  his  **  Graunde 
Abridgement,"  an  alphabetical  abstract  of  all  the  choice^ 
matters  in  our  law,  as  contained  in  such  commentaries,  re- 
cords, readings,  &c.  and  that  this  work  is  a  general  epitome 
of  all  that  could  be  had  upon  the  several  heads  there  treated 
upon.  It  has  had  several  editions,,  particularly  in  London 
in  a  small  folio,  1573,  1576,  1586,  &c.  amongst  which  edi* 
tions,  says  Nicolson,  (as  it  commonlyfctres  witH  the  aathors 
of  that  professsion)  the  eldest  are  still  reckoned  the'best. 
He  collected  likewise  the  most  remarkable  c^s^s  adjudged 

,  in  the  court  of  common  pleas  from  th6  sixth  year  of  king: 
Henry  VIII.  to  the  fourth  of  queen.  Mary,  .which  hooii.  is 
#ntitled  *^  Ascuns  novel  Cases,  &c.*'  and  frequently  printed^ 
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particularly  at  London,  1578,  1604,  1625,  &c.  in  9V9i 
He  wrote  also  **  A  Heading  on  the  Statute  of  Limitatioos 
33  Heivy  VIIL  cap.  2,"  London,^  1647,  8vo.  Mr.  Wood 
supposes  that  it  had  been  printed  likewise  before  that 
time.* 

BROOKSBANK,  or  BROOKBANK  (Joseph),  born  ki 
1612,  the  son  of  George  Brooksbank  of  Halifax,  was  ea«- 
tered  a  batler  in  Brazen-nose  college,  in  Michaelmas  term 
1632,  took  a  degree  in  arts,  went  into  orders,  and  l^ada 
curacy.  At  length  removing  to  London^  he  taught  school 
in  Fleet-street,  and  preached  there.  The  time  of  bis 
death  is  not  known.  He  published,  1.  '^  Breviate  of  Lilly^s 
Latin  Grammar,  &c.'*  London,  1660,  8vo.  2,  **  The  wdl- 
tuned  Organ  ;  or  an  exercitation,  wherein  this  question, is 
fully  and  largely  discussed.  Whether  or  no  instrumental 
and  organical  music  be  lawful  in  holy  public  assemblies? 
Affirmatur/'  ibid.  1660,  4to.  3.  *^  Rebels  tried  and  east, 
in  three  Sermons,'*  ibid.  1661,  12mo.' 

BROOME  (William)  was  born  in  Cheshire,  as  is  said, 
of  very  mean  parents.  Of  the  place  of  his  birth,  or  the. 
first  part  of  his  life,  we  have  not  been  able  to  gain  any  ia* 
tjelligence.  He  was  educated  upon  the  foundation  a^  Eton, 
and  was  captain  of  the  school  a  whole  year,  without  any 
vacancy,  by  which  he  might  have  obtained  a  scholarship^at 
King's  college.  Being  by  this  delay,  such  as  is  said  to  hav^ 
happened  very  rarely,  superannuated,  he  was  s^nt  to  St* 
John's  college  by  the  contributions  of  his  friends,  where 
))e  obtained  a  small  exhibition.  At  his  college  be  lived 
for  some  time  in  the  same  chamber  with  the  well-known 
Ford,  by  whom  Dr.  Johnson  heard  him  described  as  a  con* 
tracted  scholar  and  a  mere  versifier,  unacquainted  with  life, 
and  unskilful  in  conversation.  His  addiction  to  metre  was 
then  such,  that  bis  companions  familiarly  called  him  Poet. 
^hen  he  had  opportunities  of  mingling  with  mankind,  he 
cleared  himself,  as  Ford  likewise  owned^  from  great  part 
of  his  sc|ioIastic  rust. 

He  appeared  early  in  the  world  as  a  translator  of  th^ 
Iliads  into  prose,  in  conjunction  with  Ozell  and  Oldis- 
worth.  How  their  several  parts  were  distributed  is  not 
known.  This  is  the  translation  of  which  Ozell  boasted  as 
superior^  in  Toland's  opinion,  to  that  of  Pope :  it  has  long 
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tUnce  vanished,  and  is  noir  in  no  danger  from  the  criticf. 
tie  was  introduced  to  Mr.  Pope,  who  was  then  Tisiting  sit 
John  Cotton  at  Madingley,  near  Cambridge,  and  gained 
•o  much  of  his  esteem,  that  be  was  employed  to  make  ex* 
tracts  from  Eustuthius  for  the  notes  to  the  translation  of 
the  Iliad ;  and  in  the  votnmes  of  poetry  published  bj 
Lintot,  commonly  called  Pope's  Miscellanies,  many  of  his 
early  pieces  were  inserted.  Pope  and  Broome  were  to  be 
yet  more  closely  connected.  When  the  success  of  th€ 
Iliad  gave  encouragement  to  a  version  of  the  Odyssey^ 
Pope,  weary  of  the  toil,  calted  Fenton  and  Broome  to  his 
assistance ;  and,  taking  only  half  the  work  upon  himself, 
divided  the  other  half  between  his  partnersi  giving  four 
books  to  Fenton,  and  eight  to. Broome.  Fenton's  books 
ere  enumerated  in  Dr.  Johnson^s  Life  of  him.  To  tbe  lot 
of  Broome  fell  the  2d,  fith,  Btli,  Ilth,  12th,  16tb,  Idth^ 
and  23d;  together  with  the  burthen  of  writing  all  ttaa 
Dotes*.  The  price  at  which  Pope  purchased  this  assist** 
mnce  was  three  hundred  pounds  paid  to  Fenton,  and  five 
hundred  to  Broome,  with  as  many  copies  as  he  wanted  for 
his  friends,  which  amountc^cl  t6  one  hundred  more.  The 
payment  made  to-  Fenton  is  known  only  by  hearsay; 
Broome^s  is  very  distinctly  told  by  Pope,  in  the  notes  to 
the  Dunciad.  It  is  evident  tha,t,  according  to  Pope's  own 
estimate,  Broome  was  unkindly  treatedl  If  four  books 
could  merit  three  hundred  pounds,  eight,  and  all  the 
notes,  equivalent  at  least  to  four,  had  certainly  a  right  to 
more  than  si±.  Broome  probably  considered  himself  as 
injured,  and  there  was  for  some  time  more  than  coldness 
between  him  and  his  employer.  He  always  spoke  of  Popat 
«s  too  much  a  lover  of  money,  and  Pope  pursued  him  with 
avowed  hostility,  for  he  not  only  named  him  disrespectfully 
in  the  "  J)unciad,*'  but  quoted  him  more  than  once  in  thp 

'    *  **M  tfait  translatioQ  is  a  rery  im-  though  Pope,  in  au  advertisement  nrer 

portant  event  in  poetical  history,  the  fixed  afterwards  to  a  new  volome  of  hit 

render  has  a  right  to  know  upon  what  works,  elaimed  oaly  twelte.    A  nato* 

prouods  I  estabUsli  my  narration:— That  ral  Quriostty  after  the  real  oooduct  of 

the  version  was  not  wholly  Pope's,  was  so  great  an  undeKaking,   incited  me 

always  known ;  he  bad  mentioned  the  once  to  inquire  of  Dr.  Warbtirtoo,  who^ 
iissistsbice  of  two  fiiends  io  bis  pro-  '  (old  me,  in  bis  warm  language,-  ibat  b^ 

|x>saU,   and  at  tbe  end  of  tbe  work  thought  the  relation  given  ia  the  nolap 

Iqme  actmunt  is  given  by  Broome  of  a  lie;  bat  that  he  wa9  not  able  to  ai^* 

their' different  pans,  wbicb>  however,  certain  the  &everal  aibams.    fh^  i^teU 
mentions  only  five  books  as  written  by  ,  ligenve  which  Or.  Warburton  could  po^ 

the  coadjutors;  the  fourth,  and  iweo-  afcrd  me,  I  obuined  from  Mr.  Lang-i 

tieUi,  by  Fenton;  the  sixth,  ti)e  ale-  tpo,  to  whom  Mr.S^cocehad  imported 

▼aotb,  and  t)ie  eighieenUi*  by  himself:  lu^  ^fp  JoaNsosf* 
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Bathos,  BS  a  proftcdent  in  the  Art  of  Sinking ;  and  in  bis 
enumeration  of  the  different  kinds  of  poets  distinguished 
for  the  profound,  he  reckons  Broome  among  '*  the  parrots 
who  repeat  another^s  words  in  such  a  hoarse  odd  tone  as 
Inakes  them  seem  their  own."  It  has  been  said  that  they 
vere  afterwards  reconciled  ;  but  we  are  afraid  their  peace 
iras  without  friendship.  He  afterwards  published  a  Mis-* 
cellany  of  poems,  aud  never  rose  to  very  high  dignity  in 
the  church.  He  was  some  time  rector  of  Sturston  in  Suf- 
folky  where  he  married  a  wealthy  widow ;  and  afterwards^ 
when  the  king  visited  Cambridge,  1728,  became  LL.  D. 
He  was,  1738,  presented  by  the  crowd  to  the  rectory  of 
Pulham  in  Norfolk,  which  he  held  with  Oakley  Magna 
in  Suffolk,  given  him  by  the  lord  Cornwallis,  to  whom  h^ 
was  chaplain,  and  who  added  the  vicarage  of  Eye  in  Suf- 
folk; he  then  resigned  Pulham,  and  retained  the  other 
two.  Towards  the  close  of  his  life  he  grew  again  poetical, 
'and  amused  himself  with  translating  odes  of  Anacreon, 
which  he  published  in  the  Gentleman's  Magazine,  under 
the  name  of  Chester.  He  died  at  Bath,  Nov.  16,  1745^' 
and  was  buried  in  the  abbey  church. 

Of  Broome,  says  Dr.  Johnson,  though  it  cannot  be  said 
that  he  was  a  .great  poet,  it  would  be  unjust  to  deny  that 
he  was  an  excellent  versifier ;  his  lines  are  smooth  and  so^^ 
norous,  and  bis  diction  is  select  and  elegant.  His  rhymer 
ere  sometimes  unsuitable,,  but  such  faults  occur  but  sei* 
donOf  and  be  had  such  power  of  words  and  numbers  as 
fitted  him  for  translation ;  but  in  his  original  works,  recol* 
lection  seems  to  have  been  his  business  more  than  inven* 
lion.  His  imitations  are  so  apparent,  that  it  is  a  part  of 
his  reader^s  employment  to  recall  the  verses  of  some  former 
poet.  What  he  takes,  however,  he  seldom  makes  worse ; 
and  he  cannot  be  justly  thought  a  mean  m^n,  whom  Pope 
chose  for  an  associate,  and  whose  co-operation  was  con- 
sidered by  Pope's  enemies  as  so  important,  that  he  was 
attacked  by  Henley  with  this  ludicrous  distich  : 

"  Pope  came  off  clean  with  Homer :  but  they  say 
Broome  went  before,  and  kindly  swept  the  way.** 

*    Broome  also  published  a  coronation  sermon  in  1727, 
and  an  assize  sermon  in  1737.* 

BROSCHI  (Carlo),  better  known  under  the  name  o^ 
Farinello,  was  born  the  24th  of  January,  1705,  at  Andria, 

-1  English  Poets  by  johntoo,  3cc.  ^IjTichdi's  PtcsM^  ¥ol.  IV.— Joknsoa^ 
Worlds.    See  Index. 
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ia  the  kingdom  of  Naples,  of  a  family,  noble,  though  poor. 
From  the  patent  of  bis  knigbtbood  of  the  order  of  Cala- 
trava,  \x  appears  that  he  was  indebted  for  the  lasting  agree- 
ableness  of  his  voice,  not  to  a  voluntary  mutilation  from 
the  thirst  of  gain,  but  that  he  was  obliged  to  undergo  the' 
cruel  operation  on  account  of  a  dangerous  hurt  he  received 
in  his  youth,  by  a  fall  from  ahorse.  He  owed  the  first 
rudiments  of  the  singing  art  to  his  father  Salvatore  Brosco, 
and  his  farther  formation  to  the  famous  Porpora.  At  that 
time  there  flourished  at  Naples  three  wealthy  brothers  of 
the  name  of  Farina,  whose  family  is  now  extinct.  Thesft 
persons  vouchsafed  him  their  distinguished  patronage,  and 
bestowed  on  him  the  name  of  Farinello.  For  some  time 
his  fame  was  confined  to  the  convivial  concerts  of  his  pa- 
trons, till  it  happened  that  the  count  of  Schrautenbach, 
nephew  of  the  then  viceroy,  came  to  Naples.  To  cele- 
brate his.  arrival,  the  viceroy  and  his  familiar  friend  An- 
tonio Caracciolo,  prince  della  Torella,  caused  the  opera 
of  "  Angelica  and  Medoro'' to  be  represented,  in  which 
Metastasio  and  Farinello  plucked  the  first  laurels  of  their 
immortal  fame. 

Thus  fortune  united  the  two  greatest  luminaries  that 
have  appeared  on  the  theatre  in  modern  times,  at  the  en- 
trance on  their  career.  Metastasio  was  then  not  more  than 
eighteen,  and  Farinello  not  above  fifteen  years  of  age. 
This  circumstance  gave  birth  to  an  intimacy  between  them^  , 
which  at  length  was  improved  into  a  cordial  friendship, 
supported  and  confirmed,  as  lyng  as  they  lived,  by  a  regular 
intercourse  of  epistolary  correspondence. 

Soon  after  Farinello  was  called  to  the  principal  theatres 
in  Italy,  and  every  where  richly  rewarded.  Between  the 
years  1722  and  171(4,  he  gave  proofs  of  his  powers  at 
Naples,  Rome,  Venice,  and  most  of  the  cities  of  Italy; 
and  indeed  more  than  once  in  almost  all  these  places ;  six 
times  at  Rome,  and  at  Venice  seven.  The  report  of  his 
talents  at  length  found  its  way  across  the  Alps.  Lord  Es- 
sex, the  English  ambassador  at  Turin,  received  a  com- 
mission to  invite  him  to  London  ;  where,  for  six  months 
performance,  he  was  paid  1 500/.  At  Rome,  during  the 
run  of  a  favourite  opera,  there  was  a  struggle'  every  night 
between  him  and  a  famous  player  on  the  trumpet,  in  a  song 
accompanied  by  that  instrument;  this,  at  first,  seemed 
amicable/  and  merely  sportive,  till  the  audience  began  to 
interest  themselves  in  th«  contest,  imdtotake  diJSerent  sides. 
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After  severally  swelling  out  a  note,  in  v^hich  each  mant'* 
fested  the  power  of  his  lungs,  and  tried  to  rival  the  other 
in  brilliancy  and  force,  they  had  both  a  swell  and  a  shake 
together,  by  thirds,  which  was  continued  so  long,  whil« 
the  audience  eagerly  waited  the  event,  that  both  seemed 
to  be  exhausted  ;  and,  in  fact,  the  trumpeter  wholly  spent, 
gave  it  up,  thinking  however  his  antagonist  as  much  tired 
as  himself;  and  that  it  would  be  a  drawn  battle ;  whea 
Farinello,  with  a  smile  on  his  countenance,  shewing  b« 
kad  only  been  sporting  with  him  all  this  time,  broke  out 
all  at  once  in  the  same  breath,  with  fresh  vigour,  and  not 
only  swelled  and  shook  the  note,  but  ran  the  most  rapid 
and  difficult  divisions,  and  was  at  last  silenced  only  by  the 
acclamations  of  the  audience.  From  this  period  may  be 
dated  that  superiority  which  he  ever  maintained  over  all 
his  contemporaries. 

Scarcely  ever  had  any  singer  a  like  capacity  of  per- 
petually giving  new  accessions  of  force  to  his  voice,  and 
always  with  pleasure;  and  when  it  had  attained  to  the 
highest  degree  of  energy,  to  keep  it  for  a  long  time  at  that 
pitch  which  the  Italians  call  mezza  di  voce.  While  he 
sung  at  London,  in  the  year  1734,  in  an  opera  composed 
by  his  brother  Riccardo,  at  another  theatre  they  were  pen- 
forming  an  opera  set  to  music  by  Handel,  wherein  Se<- 
nesini,  Carestini,  and  the  no  less  celebrated  Cuzzoni,  had 
parts.  Farinello  from  the  very  beginning  was  acknow- 
ledged to  have  the  superiority  by  a  mezza  di  voce,  though 
the  rival  theatre  was  favoured  by  the  king  and  the  princesa 
of  Orange,  of  whom  the  latter  had  been  HandePs  scholar. ' 
By  this  inferiority  it  fell  into  a  debt  of  nine  thousand 
pounds. 

The  desire  of  exciting  admiration,  and  of  captivating  the 
ear  more  than  the  mind  of  an  auditor,  still  adhered  to  bim^ 
but  his  good  fortune  provided  him  with  an  opportunity  of 
discovering  and  correcting  this  error.  During  his  youth 
be  was  three  times  at  Vienna.  In  the  year  1732  be  was 
there  declared  chamber-singer  to  his  imperial  majesty. 
The  emperor  Charles  VI.  shewed  Ivim  great  affection,  partly 
on  account  of  his  excellency  as  a  singer,  and  partly  also 
because  he  spoke  the  Neapolitan  dialect  with  great  form- 
ality and  drollery.  The  emperor  was  a  nice  judge  of  singings 
and  would  finequently  accompany  him  on  the  harpsichord* 
One  day  he  entered  into  a-  friendly  conversation  with 
him  OQ  music,  and  praised  indeed  his  wonderful  force  and 
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dexterity  in  this  art,  but  blamed  the  too  great  affectation 
of  an  excellence  which  does  not  touch  the  be^rt  "  Choose,*' 
said  he,  **  a  simpler  and.  easier  method  ;  and  be  sure  that^ 
with  the  gifts  wherewith  you  are  so  richly  endowed  by  na- 
.ture,  you  will  captivate  every  hearer.'*     This  advice  had 
such  an  effect  on  Farinello,  that  from  that  hour  he  struck 
out  into  a  different  manner.     He  confessed,  himself,  to 
Dr.  Burney,  that  the  emperor^s  gracious  advice  had  had 
.more  effect  upon  him  than  all  the  lessons  of  his  teachers, . 
and  all  the  examples  of  his  brother  artists.     Whoever  is 
desirous  of  knowing  n^ore  concerning  the  perfection  he 
Jiad  reached  in  the  art  he  professed,  will  get  all  the  sa- 
tisfaction he  can  require  on  that  head,  by  perusing  the 
/'  Riflessioni  sopra  il  canto  figurato^'  of  Giovanni  Baptista 
Mancini. 

From  the  moral  failings  to  which  theatrical  performers 
are  commonly  addicted,  he  was  either  totally  free,  or  in- 
dulged them  with  moderation.  At  first  he  wa's  fond  of 
gaming,  but  after  some  time  he  forsook  it  entirely.  He 
behaved  with  sigular  probity  to  the  managers  of  the  opera. 
As  they  paid  him  richly, .  he  made  it  a  point  of  honour  to 
promote  their  interest  as  far  as  it  depended  on  him.  For 
this  reason  he  carefully  avoided  every  thing  that  might  be 
a  hindrance  to  him  in  the  fulfilling  of  his  engagements.  He 
even  set  himself  a  strict  regimen,  and  moderated  himself  in 
his  amusements.  He  was  so  conscientious  on  this  head,  that 
he  would  not  for  any  consideration  be  prevailed  on  to  let  a 
song  be  heard  from  him  out  of  the  theatre  ;  and,  during 
bis  three  years  stay  in  England,  he  constantly  passed  the 
spring  season  in  the  country,  for  the  sake  of  invigorating 
his  lungs,  by  breathing  a  free  and  wholesome  air.  In  his 
i^pences  he  was  fond  of  elegance,  yet  he  indulged  it 
without  extravagance ;  so  that  even  before  he  left  Italy,  he 
had  already  laid  out  a  capital  upon  interest  at  Naples,  and 
liad  purchased  a  country-house,  with  lands  about  it,  si^ 
tuated  at  the  distance  of  half  an  Italian  mile  from  Bologn^. 
By  degrees  he  rebuilt  the  mansion  in  a  sumptuous  style,^ 
\n  hopes  of  making  it  a  comfortable  retreat  for  bis  declining"* 
^ears :  and  there  he  afterwards  ended  his  life. 

In  the  year  1737,  when  he  had  reached  the  summit  of 
hmp^  he  appeared  for  the  last  time  on  the  stage  at  Londou^ 
iroia  whence  he  departed  for  the  court  of  Spain,  whither 
he  was  invited  through  the  solicitations  of  queen  Elizabeth, 
who  had  known  his  excellence  at  Panna.    Her  design  was, 
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by  the  ravishing  notes  of  this  great  master,  to  wean  her 
•pduse  king  Philip  V.  from  his  passion  for  the  chace,  to 
which  his  strength  was  no  longer  adequate.  On  his  way 
to  Madrid,  he  had  the  honour  to  give  a  specimen  of  his 
talents  before  the  French  king  at  Paris ;  and  we  are  told 
by  Riccoboni,  that  all  the  audience  were  so  astonished  at 
hearing  him,  that  the  French,  who  otherwise  detested  the 
Italian  music,  began  from  that  lime  to  waver  in  their  no- 
tions. He  had  scarcely  set  his  foot  in  Madrid,  but  the 
king  hastened  to  hear  him ;  and  was  so  much  taken  with 
the  agreeableness  of  his  spng,  that  he  immediately  settled 
on  him,  by  a  royal  edict,  a  salary 'equal  to  what  he  had 
received  in  England,  together  with  an  exemption  from  all 
public  taxes,  as  a  person  destined  to  his  familiar  converse; 
and  granted  him,  besides,  the  court  equipages  and  livery, 
free  of  all  expence.  He  could  not  pass  a  day  without  him ; 
not  only  on  account  of  his  vocal  abilities,  but  more  on  ac- 
count of  the  agreeable  talents  he  possessed  for  conversa- 
tion. He  spoke  trench  and  Italian  elegantly,  had  some 
knowledge  of  the  English  and  German,  and  in  a  short  time 
learnt  the  Castilian.  By  his .  courtesy  and  discretion  he 
gained  the  affection  of  every  one.  In  his  converse  he  was 
sincere  to  an  uncommon  degree,  even  towards  the  royal 
personages  who  honoured  him  with  their  intimacy ;  and  it 
was  chiefly  this  that  induced  the  monarch'to  set  so  high 
a  value  on  him.  iHis  first  words,  when  he  waked  in  the 
morning,  were  regularly  these :  "  Let  Farinello  be  told 
that  I  expect  him  this  evening  at  the  usual  hour.''  To- 
wards midnight  Farinello  appeared,  and  was  never  dis- 
missed till  break  of  day,  when  he  betook  himself  to  rest, 
in  the  apartments  assigned  him  in  the  palace,  though  he 
had  likewise  a  house  in  the  city.  To  the  king  he  never 
sung  more  than  two  or  three  pieces ;  and,  what  will  seem 
almost  incredible,  they  were  every  evening  the  same. 
Excepting  when  the  king  was  to  go*  to  the  holy  sacrament 
on  the  following  day,  Farinello  was  never  at  liberty  to  get 
a  whole  night's  sleep. 

Farinello  had  as  great  an  affection  for  the  king,  as  that 
prince  had  for  him  ;  and  had  nothing  more  at  heart  than 
to  cheer  and  enliven  his  spirits  :  and  indeed  herein  he  had 
the  happy  talent  of  succeeding  to  admiration,  though  him- 
self was  inclined  to  melancholy.  Under  Fetdinand,  Philip's 
successor,  he  had  an  ampler  field  for  the  display  of  his  ge- 
mus  and  skilL     This  monarch  had  a  good  ear  for  music^ 
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and  knew  how  to  judge  properly  of  it;  as  he  had  studied 
under  Domenico  Scarlattii  who  had  likewise  been  tutor  to 
queen  Barbara,  whose  taste  in  music  was  exquisite.  As 
king  Philip  bad  given  Farinello  the  charge  of  selecting  re- 
creations and  amusements  suitable  to  his  calm  and  gentle 
disposition,  a  variety  of  new  institutions  were  set  on  foot 
through  his  means  at  court.  Operas  were  only  used  to  be 
performed  on  very  solemn  and  extraordinary  occasions ;  the 
nation  at  large  was  contented  with  comedies.  They  now 
began  to  grow  more  common ;  and  Farinello,  though  he 
played  no  part  in  tbem^  had  the  management  of  the  whole* 
He  possessed  all  the  qualities  that  were  requisite  for  the 
direction  of  an  opera.  For,  with  a  perfect  knowledge  of 
music,  he  had  great  skill  in  painting,  and  made  drawings 
with  a  pen.  He  was  fruitful  in  inventions,  particularly  of 
such  machines  as  represent  thunder,  lightning,  rain,  hail^ 
and  the  like.  The  celebrated  machinist  Jacob  Bonavera 
formed  himself  under  his  direction.  In  regard  to  the  nio*- 
rality  of  the  theatre  he  was  very  conscientious.  Under 
bis  direction  all  went  on  at  the  king's  expence  ;  and  noue 
but  persons  in  tlie  service  of  tl>e  royal  family,  thf(minister9 
from  foreign  pptentates,  the  nobility,  with  thje  principal 
officers  of  state,  and  a  few  others,  by  particular  favour, 
had  admittance.  In  his  country-house  near  Bologua  arq 
to  be  seen,  among  other  paintings,  those  from  whence 
Francis  Battagliuoli  copied  the  scenes  in  the  operas  Niteti, 
Didone,  and  Armida. 

Besides  the  choice  and  arrangement  of  the  royal  amuse- 
ments, Farinello  was  employed  in  various  other  matters  that 
required  a  delicate  taste.  Queen  Barbara  having  resolved 
on  an  institution  for  the  education  of  young  ladies,  our 
singer  was  pitched  upon  not  only  to  plan  and  direct  the 
erection  of  the  convent,  and  the  proper  retirade  for  the 
queen  adjoining,  but  he  gave  orders  for  the  making  of  the 
furniture  suitable  to  the  structure  ;  and  the  church  vessels^ 
which  he  caused  to  be  executed  with  incredible  alacrity, 
at  Naples,  Bologna,  and  Milan.  He  himself  made  a  do- 
nation to  this  establishment  of  a  picture,  by  the  hand  of  the 
celebrated  Moriglio,  of  St.  John  de  Dio,  founder  of  the 
brethren  of  mercy,  carrying  a  sick  man  on  his  back.  .  He 
was  likewise  inspector  of  the  music  of  the  royal  chapel ; 
which  he  provided  with  the  most  noted  spiritual  composU 
.tions,  by  which  the  chapel  of  his  holiness  at  Rome  is  dis- 
tinguished above  all  others. 
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King  Ferdinand  had  purposed  all  along  to  reward  the 
ingenuity  and  attachment  of  Farinello  by  splendid  promo- 
tions. He  had  already  offered  him  several  posts  of  honour^ 
and  at  length  pressed  him  to  accept  of  a  place  in  the  royal 
council  01  finance.  But,  on  his  refusing  them  all,  the 
king  privately  found  means  to  get  from  Naples  the  attes- 
tations of  his  nobility,  that  he  might  honour  him  with  the 
order  of  Calatrava.  One  day,  holding  up  to  him  the  cross 
of  the  order,  he  said  to  him,  "  Let  us  see  then  whether 
thou  wilt  persevere  in  refusing  every  thing  that  comes 
from  our  hand."  Farinello  fell  on  his  knee  before  the 
king,  and  begged  him  graciously  to  withhold  this  honour^ 
at  least  till  he  could  have  the  proofs  of  the  genuine  no<* 
bility  of  his  blood  (le  prove  del  sangue)  transmitted  him 
from  home.  "  I  have  already  performed  the  part  of  a  sur* 
geon,"  returned  the  king,  "  and  have  found  that  thy  blood 
is  good ;"  and  then  with  his  own  hand  fixed  the  cross  upon 
his  breast  He  afterwards  received  the  order  with  all  due 
formality  from  the  grand  master,  in  the  convent  of  the 
ladies  of  Comthury  of  Calatrava,  among  the  archives 
whereof  the  originals  of  it  are  preserved. 

The  world  were  not  a  little  surprised  at  the  elevation  of 
Farinello*  But  to  those  who  looked  narrowly  into  his  mo- 
ral character  it  was  no  wonder  at  all ;  and  they  rejoiced  at 
it.  He  had  nothing  in  him  of  what  are  called  the  airs  of  a 
courtier.  He  enjoyed  the  favour  of  the  monarch  more  in 
being  serviceable  to  others,  than  in  turning  it  to  his  own 
emolument.  When  right  and  equity  spoke  in  behalf  of 
any  one,  that  person  might  be  sure  of  his  interest  with  the 
king;  but,  if  the  case  was  reversed,  he  was  immoveable  as 
a  rock.  One  of  the  great  men  applied  to  him  once  for  his 
recommendation  to  be.  appointed  viceroy  of  Peru,  and 
offered  him  a  present  of  400,000  piastres  by  way  of  in- 
ducement. Another  sent  him  a  casket  filled  with  gold, 
desiring  no  other  return  than  his  friendship.  He  gehe«- 
rously  spurned  at  the  proposals  of  both.  General  Monte- 
mar  had  brought  with  him  from  Italy  a  great  number  of 
musicians  and  other  artists,  who,  on  the  disgrace  of  that 
officer,  were  all  left  destitute  of  bread.  Farinello  took 
them  into  his  protection,  and  furnished  them  with  the 
means  of  gaining  a  livelihood.  Among  them  was  Jacob 
Campana  Bonavera,  whom  he  placed  as  assistant  to  the 
machinist  Pavia,  and  afterwards  promoted  him  tb  the  in- 
jpectorsbip  of  the  royal  theatre.    Theresa  Castellini  of 
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Vlilatly  tbe  singer  who  had  been  called  by  queen  Barbara 
to  Madrid^  and  who  at  that  time  had  ^  greater  disposition 
than  qualification  for  the  art,  he  took  under  his  instruction, 
cind  completed  her  for  her  employment.  In  the  dreadful 
distresses  that  ensued  upon  the  earthquake  at  Lisbon, 
when  the  vocal  performers  and  dancers  implored  his  as«« 
•istance,  to  the  collection  he  made  for  them  from  the  royal 
family  and  his  friendt>,  he  added  two  thousand  doubloons 
from  his  own  private  purse.  Disposed  as  he  was  to  be 
liberal  in  his  bounty  towards  others,  he  found  it  no  less 
difficult  to  ask  for  any  thing  that  had  reference  to  himself. 
It  was  not  by  his  recommendation,  but  by  his  own  deserts, 
that  his  brother  Riccardo  was  promoted  to  the  office  of 
commissary  at  war  for  the  marine  department.  This  Ric- 
cardo died  in  1756,  in  the  flower  of  his  age.  He  had  been 
master  of  the  band  in  tbe  service  of  the  duke  of  Wurtem* 
berg ;  and  a  musical  work  printed  at  London  is  a  proof  of 
bis  force  and  skill  in  composition. 

He  was  also  grateful  and  generous  towards  every  one 
that  had  shewn  him  any  kindness*.  Never  was  he  heard 
to  speak  ill  of  any  man ;  and  when  he  was  injured,  he 
magnanimously  overlooked  it.  There  are  even  examples 
of  his  heaping  favours  on  some  that  shewed  themselves 
envious  and  malignant  towards  him.  To  a  Spanish  noble- 
man who  murmured  that  the  king  testified  so  much  muni« 
ficence  to  a  castrate,  he  made  no  other  return  than  by 
procuring  for  his  son  a  place  he  applied  for  in  the  arroy^ 
and  delivering  to  him  himself  the  king's  order  for  his  ap- 
pointment He  was  in  general  extremely  circumspect  not 
to  distinguish  himself  by  any  thing  by  which  he  might 
excite  the  envy  and  jealousy  of  the  nation  against  him* 
Hence  it  was,  that  he  constantly  declined  accepting  the 
comthury  of  the  order  of  Calatrava,  which  the  king  had  so 


♦  He  freqnently  sefit  his  former  in- 
•tractresSf  Porpora,  considerable  pre« 
seats  in  money  to  London,  Vienna,  and 
Kaples  ;  bat  on  no  accotmt  would  he 
have  her  near  him,  she  was  of  so  im- 
prudent and  loquacious  a  tempefl  On 
the  death  of  Antonio  Bernacchi,  he 
bad  him  buried  wirh  great  funeral 
pomp.*  The  misfortunes  of  Crudeli, 
.Uie  Florentine  poet,  who  had  addresitea 
some  verses  to  him,  he  took  very  much 
to  heart ;  yet  it  is  by  no  means  probable 
that  he  had  any  share  in  tbe  forctblo 
tfelirerMict  ttf  bim  from  tbe  du»g«o«s 


of  the  inquisition.'  By  his  bounty  hs 
supported  the  family  of  the  painter 
Amiconi,  who  died  much  too  early  for 
them  that  knew  him  ;  and  that  oF  the 
vocal  musicti&n  Scarlatti,  who  bad 
fallen  into  poverty  by  iodnlging  in 
play.  Free  from  every  spice  of  jea- 
lousy, he  furnished  tbe  smyers  E^'^ 
ztello,  Raf,  Amadari,  Oarduoci,  Car- 
lani,  and  others,  with  an  opportunity 
of  shewing  their  talents  in  the  presence 
of  the  king,  by  wboB)  they  were  riebly 
rewarded. 
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frequently  offered  him ;  beseeching  him  rather  to  bestovr 
it  on  one  of  his  deserving  subjects.  His  generous  way  of 
thinking  was  not  unnoticed  by  the  Spaniards'.  Every  one 
courted  his  friendship.  The  grandees  of  the  kingdoni,  the 
foreign  and  domestic  ministers,  vouchsafed  him  their  visits, 
and  he  was  never  wanting  in  due  respect  for  their  civilities. 
Towards  persons  of  inferior  stations  he  was  always  conde- 
scending and  friendly  *. 

To  put  away  all  suspicion  of  self-interested  views,  he 
made  it  a  condition  in  the  disbursements  for  the  entertain-> 
ments  of  the  king  and  queen,  that  all  accounts  should  pass 
through  the  hands  of  a  treasurer  appointed  for  that  pur* 
pose,  which  were  always  with  the  utmost  exactitude  en* 
tered  in  a  book.  He  was  zealously  devoted  to  the  Roman 
catholic  religion.  He  kept  his  domestic  chaplain  at  Lon- 
don, as  he  bad  obtained  a  permission  from  Benedict  XIV. 
to  have  a  portable  altar  during  his  residence  there,  and  to 
have  mass  celebrated  at  it  in  the  chapel  in  his  house.  Td 
this  ecclesiastic  he  always  gave  precedence  on  all  occsL- 
$ions.  Indeed,  while  in  England,  he  ate  flesh  oti  Fridays 
and  Saturdays;  but  then  he  had  a  licence  for  it  from 
Jlome*  Who  would  have  thought  that  sq  brilliant  a  sue* 
jcess  would  be  brought  to  an  end  in  the  course  of  a  very 
short  period  ?  King  Ferdinand  and  queen  Barbara  were 
both  of  them  in  the  flower  of  their  age ;  both  healthy  and 
strong.'  Yet  death  carried  them  off*  in  a  short  space,  one 
after  the  other.  The  queen  went  first,  and  left  Farinello 
her  collection  of  music  and  her  harpsichords,  as  a  token 
of  regard.  The  king,  who  loved  her  tenderly,  fell  into  a 
deep  dejection  of  spirits.  To  get  away  from  the  doleful 
pounds  of  the  death-bells,  he  retired  to  the  pleasure-house 
.  of  Villa  Viciosa,  where  his  excessive  melancholy,  after  a 
space  of  fourteen  days,  laid  him,  on  the  bed  of  sickness, 
Farinello  was  called  to  him  the  day  after  his  departure 


*  His  taylor  one  day  brouglit  him 
home  a  new  suit  of  very  rich  clothes. 
Farinello  was  in  the  act  of  paying  him 
his  billf  when  he  was  suddenly  istopped 
by  the  man's  telling  him  that  he  would 
much  rather  he  would  grant  him  ano- 
ther favour  instr-ad  of  it.  '*  I  come 
backwards  and  forwards  so  often,  said 
be,  to  your  excellency's  house  ;  I  have 
so  frequently  the.  honour  to  take  your 
orders  and  try  on  yoiv  clothes  .5  l^ut  I 
have  never  had  the  happmess  to  bear 
your  heavenly  strains;  ^ith  the  praise 


whereof  the  whole  court  resounds.  I 
beseeoh  you  then  not  to  take  it  amiss, 

if  I  ask" He  had  finished  no 

more  of  his  speech,  when  Farinello, 
with  a  friendly  smile,  interrupted  him 
by  taking  a  chair  to  the  harpsichord, 
and  beginning  a  song  with  the  same 
energy  and  execution  as  when  i^e  sang 
before  his  majosty.  This  done,  he  or- 
dered his  secretary  to  pay  him  double 
the  amount  of  his  bill.  By  such  me- 
thods he  gained  the  love  of  all  men, 
both  of  high  and  low  degree. 
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from  Madrid,  and  never  quitted  him  till  he  was  no  more. 
He  died  the  10th  of  August,  1759,  of  a  rapid  decline,  iri 
the  46th  year  of  his  age,  after  a  sickness  of  eleven  mouthy 
from  the  death  of  thu  queen. 

The  loss  of  such  a  friend,  and  the  consequences  of  it, 
were  extremely  distressing  to  Farinello.  The  king  had 
hardly  closed  his  eyes,  but  the  favourite*s-.apartments  were 
as  solitary  as  a  desert.  Friends  and  acquaintance,  whom 
he  had  loaded  with  benefits,  now  timed  their  backs  upon 
him,  and  a  general  revolution  took  place  in  his  affairs. 
Two  days  after  the  king's  death  he  returned  to  Madrid, 
and  there  remained  till  the  arrival  of  king  Charles  from 
Italy.  He  went  as  far  as  Saragossa  to  meet  him,  to  than^ 
him  for  the  assurance  he  had  given  him  of  continuing  hi^ 
appointment.  The  king  received  him  very  graciously, 
and  confirmed  the  promise  he  had  already  made  him  the 
foregoing  year,  at  the  samQ  time  adding,  that  he  was  in- 
duced to  this  by  his  modemtion  and  discretion,  and  that 
he  was  thoroughly  convinced  that  he  had  never  abused  the 
king's  partiality  for  him.  After  a  stay  of  three  weeks  at 
Saragossa,  he  bent  his  course  towards  Italy,  without  re- 
turning to  Madrid,  where  he  had  commissioned  a  friend 
to  send  his  baggage  after  him.  In  Italy  his  first  care  was 
to  wait  upon  don  Philippo  duke  of  Parma,  and  the  king  of 
Naples,  who  gave  him  a  very  gracious  reception.  The 
joy  which  his  old  friends  and  patrons  testified  on  his  re- 
tarn  to  Naples  is  not  to  be  described.  After  remaining 
here  six  months,  he  repaired  to  Naples  by  the  way  of  Bo- 
logna, where  he  passed  the  rest  of  his  days  in  tranquillity*. 

In  the  year  I76r9,  when  the  emperor  Joseph  11.  w^ 
travelling  through  Bologna,  though  his  stay  was  to  be  but 
short  in  that  place,  one  of  the  first  questions  be  askedvWasj 


*  In  the  number  of  his^  most  iotU 
mate  friends  vas^the  celebrated  father 
Martini,  of  the  oixier  of  Minprites, 
whoise  equal  in  respect  to  taste  in  vocal 
performances  is  not  easily  to  be  found. 
The  Ivaroed  world  is  indebted  to  Fari- 
nello for  tli^;"  appearance  of  his  fanaous 
**  History  of  Music,""  Bernacchi,-  the 
common  friend  of  both,  was  informed 
of  bis  intention,  and  nt  the  same  time, 
of  his  irresolution,  en  account  of  the 
numberless  difficulties  he  had  to  sur- 
mount ill  so  great  an  nndertaking.  He 
made  Farinello  acquainted  with  alt  the 
^circumstances  of  the  matter  ;  who  im- 


mediately told  him,  that  be  might  give 
father  Martini  to  know,  that  queen  Bar- 
bara ha4  graciouyly  condescended  to 
accept  of  bis  dedication  of  hit  '*  His« 
tory' of  Music,'*  The  good  man,  who 
had  never  once  inought  of  hdping  fol' 
such  an  encouragemeot,  now  deter<r 
mined  not  to  disappoint  the  kind  inten- 
tions of  hiii  friend ;  wrote  a  letter  of 
thanks  to  the  queeoi  and  applied  him-^ 
self  to  his  History  with  unremitted  di- 
ligence. He  was  the  confe^iMr,  the 
counsellor,  and  the  firmest  friend  of 
FarineUo  to  the  last  moment  of  hi* 
life. 
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where  Farinello  had  taken  up  his  abode  ?  and  on  being  told 
that  he  dwelt  just  without  the  city,  he  testified  some  dis- 
pleasure ;  and  added,  that  a  man  who  possessed  so  great 
a  force  of  genius,  had  never  injured  any  one,  but  had 
done  all  the  good  that  lay  in  his  power  to  mankind,  was 
worthy  of  every  token  of  respect  that  could  be  paid  him. 
But  the  emperor  on  his  return  stopped  longer  at  Bo)ogna> 
and  Farinello  had  the  honour  of  conversing  with  him  often 
for  a  length  of  time,  and  quite  alone* 

In  the  very  lap  of  ease,  rest  was  a  stranger  to  Farinello's 
bosom.  As  some  veteran  mariner,  long  accustomed  to 
great  and  perilous  voyages,  cannot  endure  the  tediousness 
of  abiding  in  harbour^  so  it  was  with  Farinello's  active 
mind.  He  felt  the  effects  6f  that  melancholy  to  which  he 
was  disposed  by  nature,  growing  on  him  from  day  to  day, 
}ind  which  was  nourished  and  augmented  by  the  continual 
sight  of  the  portraits  of  his  distant  and  for  the  most  pare 
deceased  friends,  with  which  his  apartments  were  adorned* 
His  voice  continued  clear  and  melodious  to  the  last.  He 
Itill  sung  frequently,  and  he  alone  perceived  the  depre* 
dations  of  time,  while  his  friends  who  heard  him  observed 
110  defect.  During  the  three  last  weeks  of  his  life,  like 
%vhat  is  fabled  of  the  dying  swan,  he  sung  almost  every 
day.  He  died  the  16th  of  September,  1782,  of  a  fever, 
in  the  78th  year  of  his  age,  without  the  least  abatement  of 
bis  intellectual  powers  throughout  his  illness.  He  left  no 
wealth  behind  him  ;  as  while  he  was  in  Spain  he  had  always 
lived  up  to  his  annual  income,  and  what  remained  over  to  bim 
while  in  Italy,  he  shared  among  his  relations  and  friends 
and  the  necessitous,  during  his  life-time.  His  land,  bis  * 
pleasure-house  at  Bologna,  and  all  the  rest  of  his  property, 
among  which  were  several  harpsichords  of  great  value,,  and 
the  music  he  had  inherited  from  the  queen,  he  left  to  his 
eldest  sister,  who  was  married  to  Giovanni  Domenico 
Pisani,  a  Neapolitan.  His  corpse  was  interred  in  the 
church  of  the  Capuchins,  which  stands  on  a  hill  before 
Bologna.  He  was  of  a  very  large  stature,  strong  built,  of 
a  fair  complexion,  and  a  lively  aspect.  His  picture, 
which  is  to  be  seen  among  the  portraits  and  works  of  the 
famous  vocal  artists  collected  by  father  Martini,  in  the 
library  of  the  minorites  at  Bologna,  is  a  perfect  likeness.* 

>  Dr.  Buniey's  TrajeU ,  mod  Hift.  of  Motic— Hawkios'i  Hift  of  Matici 
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^ROSSARD  (Sebastian  de),  an  eitiioent  French 
musician,  born  in  1660,  in  the  former. part  of  his  life 
had  been  prebendary  and  cbapel-master  of  the  cathedral 
church  of  Strasburgh,  but  afterwards  became  grand 
chaplain  and  chapel-master  in  the  cathedral  of  Meauic. 
He  published  a  work  entitled  *^  Prodromus  Musicalisi 
ou  elevations  et  motets  a  voisr  seule,  avee  une  Bass^ 
continue,"  2  vols.  fol.  the  second  edition' in  1702; 
but  his  most  useful  book  was  his  ^^  Dictionnaire  de  Mu«. 
sique,^'  Amst.  1703,  fol.  at  the  end  of  which  is  a  catalogue 
of  authors,  ancient  and  modern,  to  the  amount  of  nine 
hundred,  who  have  written  on  music,  divided  into  classes^ 
with  many  curious  observations  relating  to  the  history  of 
nusic,  which  have  been  of  great  service' to  musical  writers 
and  historians.  Grassineau'^s  Dictionary^  published  in  1740| 
is  not  much  more  than  a  translation  of  Bro^sard's  work ; 
h  was  also  of  great  service  to  Rousseau,  whose  eloquence 
has  certmnly  furnished  us  with  a  more  pleasant  book,  yet 
Rousseau  is  acknowledged  to  be  most  correct  where  he 
most  closely  copies  Brossard.  Brossard  died  in  1730.  He 
had  a  numerous  library  of  music,  which  be  presented  to 
Louis  XIV.  who  gave  himself  a  pension  of  1200  livres,  and 
the  same  sum  to  bis  niece.  ^ 

BROSSE  (Guy  de  la),  physician  in  ordinary  to  Louis 
XIII.  obtained  from  that  king,  in  1626,  letters  patent  for 
the  establishment  of  the  royal  garden  of  medicinal  plants^ 
of  which  he  was  the  first  director.  He  immediately  set 
about  preparing  the  ground,  and  then  furnished  it  with 
upwards  of  2000  plants.  The  list  of  them  may  be  seen  in 
his  "  Description  du  jardin  royale,"  1636,  4to.  Richelieu, 
Seguier,  and  Bullion,  contributed  afterwards  to  enrich  it. 
He  composed  a  treatise  on  the  virtues  of  plants,  1628,  8vo^ 
and  before  this,  in  1623,  one  on  the  plague.  He  died  ib 
1641. •  . 

BROSSES  (Charles  de),  a'  French  writer  of  great 
learning,  was  born  at  Dijon,  iii  1709,  and  became  a  coun- 
sellor of  parliament,  in  .1730,  and  president  ^  ?7ior/iVr  in 
1742.  During  the  leisure  which  his  public  employments 
afforded,  he  cultivated  most  of  the  sciences,  and  was  al-' 
lowed  to  be  well  acquainted  with  all.  Voltaire  only  has 
attacked  his  literary  reputation,  and  this  his  countrymen 
ascribe  to  the  malice  which  that  writer  was  seldom  anxious 
to  conceal.     Buffon,  on  the  contrary,  regarded  him  its  » 

>  Moreri. — Hawkins's  Hist,  of  Music— --Diet.  Hist 
9  Morcri.— H»Uer  Bibl.  Bot.7-Dict.  Hist. 
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scholar  of  the  first  rank^  an  acute  philosopher^  and  an  ori- 
ginal and  valuable  writer;  nor  was  he  less  estimable  in, 
private  life*  In  1774  he  was  appointed  president  of  the 
parliament  of  Burgundy,  but  died  soon  after,  at  Paris,  ill 
1777,  whither  he  had  come*to  visit  bis  married  daughter* 
He  was  a  member  of  the  academy  of  Dijon,  of  the  inscrip- 
tions and  belles  lettres,  and  other  learned  societies.  He 
wrote  :  1.  **  Lettres  sur  la  Decouverte  de  la  ville  d'Hercu- 
laneum,''  1750,  8vo.  2.  <<  Histoire  des  Navigations  aux 
Terres  Australes,"  1756,  2  vols.  4to,  in  which  he  endea- 
voured to  prove  the  existence  of  a  southern  contiuentj^ 
which  subsequent  navigators  have  disproved.  3.  ^^  Da 
cuke  des  dieux  Fetiches,  ou  parallele  de  Tancienne  ido- 
latrie  avec  celle  des  peuples  de  Nigritie/'  1760,  l?mo, 
a  piece  which  has  been  improperly  attributed  to  Voltaire. 
4<  '^  Traite  de  la  formation  mecanique  des  Langues,*' , 
17.65,  2  vols.  12mo,  in* which  he  attempts  a  general  ety* 

'  mological  system  founded  on  the  mechanical  formation  of 
articulate  sounds  ;  but  bis  countrymen  allow  that  he  leand 
tpo  much  to  paradox,  which  certainly  has  long  been  au 
extensive  branqh  of  French  philosophy.  5.  "  jHistoire  de 
la  ^^publique  Romaine  dans  la  cours  du  VII  siecle,  par 
Salluste,"  Dijon,  3  vols.  4to.  This  may  be  accounted  his 
pirijncipal  work,  and  was  long  his  principal  employment. 
Be  was  so  sensible  of  the  loss  of  Sallust's  principal  work^ 
that  he  resolved  to  collect  his  fragments  with  greater  care 
than  had  ever  been  employed  before ;  and  by  the  most 
accurate  arrangement  to  trace  out  as  near  as  possible  the 
plan  and  chief  features  of  that  work,  and  then  to  connect 
these   fragments  in  the  manner  of   Freinshemius  in  bis 

*  ^*  Fragmenta  Livii."  But  as  De  Brosses  soon  became 
sensible  of  the  difficulty  of  assi^iUting  bis  Latin  diction 
to  that  of  Sallust,  he  changed  his  first  design,  and  resolved 
on  translating  both  the  fragments  and  his  author^s  histories 
of  the  Catilinarian  and  Jugurchine  wars  into  French,  and 
to  attempt  to  supply  the  lost  work  from  other  ancient 
writers.  The  first  volume  opens  with  a  preface  containing 
remarks  on  the  various  methods  of  writing  history,  and 
isome  information  concerning  Rgman  names,  ranks,  magis- 
tracies, and  elections.  The  body  of  the  work  itself  begins 
with  a  translation  of,  and  commentary  on,  Sallust's  Jugur- 
thine  war.  The  notes  subjoined  to  this  part  treat  chiefly 
of  the  geography  and  population  of  Africa,  and  the  text  is 
illustrated  by  a  map  of  Africa,  a  plan  of  Metellus's  march 
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against  Jugui^tha,  and  its  illustration  by  a  military  con- 
noisseur. After  this  follows  the  restoration  of  Sallust's  five 
books,  continued  in  vol,  II.  comprizing  the  war  with  Mi- 
tfaridates  :  a  description  of  the  Pontus  Euxinus,  with  the 
adjacent  countries ;  the  Gladiatorian  war^  raised  by  Spar- 
tacus,  and  the  war  of  Creta.  The  third  volume  contains  a 
translation  of  the  Catilinarian  war,  with  its  sequel,  illus- 
trated with  historical  and  political  notes ;  Sallust's  two  let- 
ters to  Caesar,  commonly  styled  *^  Orat.  de  Rep.  ordinan- 
da/^  which  De  Brosses  considers  as  genuine ;  a  very  mi* 
nute  collection  of  all  the  notices  of  Sallust^s  life,  writings, 

f gardens,  buildings,  and  even  of  the  remains  discovered  in 
ater  times.  The  whole  concludes  with  the  abb£  Cas- 
sagne's  *^  Essay  on  the  Art  of  composing  History,  and  on 
the  works  of  Sallust."  Industrious  as  M.  de  Brosses  has 
been  in  this  work,  we  believe  that  in  the  life  of  Sallust,  at 
least,  he  has  been  improved  upon  by  Henry  Stuart,  esq. 
in  his  late  elaborate  publication,  ^^  The  works  of  Sallust,^' 
1 806,  2  vols.  4to.  Besides  these,  De  Brosses  contributed 
many  learned  papers  to  the  Paris  and  Dijon  memoirs,  but 
bis  &mUy  disown  3  vols,  of  ^^  Lettres  historiques  et  cri- 
tiques sur  ritalie,^^  published  in  1799  in  his  name.  ' 

BROS6ETTE  (Claude),  of  JFrance,  was  bom  at  Lyons 
in  1671.  He  was  at  first  a  Jesuit,  but  afterwards  an  ad- 
vocate, a  member  of  the  academy  of  Lyons,  and  librarian 
of  the  public  library  there.  In  1716,  he  published  the 
works  of  Boiieau,  in  2  vols.  4to,  with  historical  illustra- 
tions :  and^  after  that,  the  works  of  Regnier.  He  re- 
formed the  text  of  both  these  authors  from  the  errors  of 
the  preceding  editions,  and  seasoned  his  notes  with  many 
useful  and  curious  anecdotes  of  men  and  things.  His  only 
fault,  the  figiuk  of  almost  all  commentators,  is,  that  he  did 
not  use  the  collections  he  had  made  with  sufficient  sobriety 
and  judgmetit ;  and  has  inserted  many  things,  no  ways  ne- 
cessary to  illustrate  his  authors,  and  some  that  are  even 
frivolous.  He  wrote  also  **  L'Histoire  abr^g^e  de  la  ville 
de  Lyon,*'  with  elegance  and  precision,  1711,  4to;  and 
died  there  in  1746.  He  had  a  friendship  and  correspond- 
ence with  many  of  the  literati,  and  particularly  with 
Rousseau  the  poet,  and  Voltaire.  The  latter  used  to  tell 
him,  that  he  '*  resembled  Atticus,  who  kept  terms,  and 
even  cultivated  friendship,  at  the  same  time  with  Caesar 

!  JDict  Hift-  Blogt  in  Hist.  Acad,  Reg.  Pads.  vol.  XUU 
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and  Pompey.''    The  enmity  bettreen  Rousseau  and  VdU 
taire  is  well  known. ' 

BROTIER  (Gabriel),  an  eminent  classical  scholar  and 
leditor,*  was  born  at  Tanay,  a  small  village  of  the  Niver- 
nois,  in  1722,  and  died  at  Paris,  Feb.  12,  1789,  at  the 
age  of  67.  In  his  youth  he  made  it  his  practice  to  writ6 
notes  in. every  book  that  he  read ;  and  the  margins  of  seve^- 
ral  in  bis  library  were  entirely  filled  with  them.  Until  hi» 
last  moqfient  he  pursued. the  same  method  of  study.  All 
these  he  arranged  wonderfully  in  his -memory;  and  if  it 
had  been  possible  after  his  death  to  have  put  his  papers  in 
that  order  which  he  alone  knew,  they  would  have  furnished 
materials  for  several  curious  volumes.  With  this  method^ 
and  continued  labour  for  twelve  hours  a  day,  the  abb4 
Brotier  acquired  an  immense  stock  of  various  knowledge. 
Except  the  mathematics,  to  which  it  appears  he  gave  little 
application,  he  was  acquainted  with  every  thing ;  natural 
history,  chemistry,  and  even  medicine.  It  was  his  rule 
to  read  Hippocrates  and  Solomon  once  every  year  in ,  their 
original  languages.  These  he  said  were  the  best  books 
for  curing  the  diseases  of  the  body  and  the  mind.  But  the 
belles  lettres  were  his  grand  pursuit.  He  had  a  good 
knowledge  of  all  the  dead  languages,  but  particularly  the 
Latin,  of  which  he  was  perfectly  master :  he  was.  beside^ 
acquainted  with  most  of  the  languages  of  Europe.  This 
knowledge,  however  extensive,  was  not  the  only  part  in 
which  he  excelled.  He  was  well  versed  in  ancient  and 
modern  history,  in  chronology,  coinis,  medals,  inscriptions, 
and  the  customs  of  antiquity,  which  had  always  been  ob- 
jects of  his  study.  He  had  collected  a  considerable  quan« 
tity  of  materials  for  writing  a  new  history  of  France,  and 
it  is  much  to  be  regretted  that  he  was  prevented  from  un- 
dertaking that  work.  The  abb6  Brotier  recalls  to  our  re- 
membrance those  laborious  writers,  distinguished  for  their 
learning,  Petau,  Sirmond,  Labb^  Cossart,  Hardouin,  Sou- 
ciet,  &c.  who  have  done  so  much  honour  to  the  college 
of  Louis  XlV.  in  which  he  himself  was  educated,  and  where 
tie  lived  several  years  as  librarian ;  and  his  countrymen 
say  he  is  the  last  link  of  that  chain  of  illustrious  meu,  wha 
have  succeeded  one  another  without  interruption,  for  near 
two  centuries.  On  the  dissolution  of  the  order  of  Jesuits^ 
the  abb^  Brotier  found  an  asylum  equally  peaceful  and 
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agreeable  in  the  bouse  of  Mr.  de  la  Tour,  a  printeti  emU 
nent  in  his  business,  who  has  gained  from  all  connoisseurs 
a  just  tribute  of  praise  for  those  works  which  have  come 
from  his  press.     It  was  in  this  friendly  retirement  that  tho 
abb£  Brotier  spent  the  last  twenty-six  years  of  his  life,  and 
that  he  experienced  a  happiness,  the  value  of  which  ho 
knew  how  to  appreciate,  which  arose  from  the  care,  atten* 
lion,  and  testimonies  of  respect^  bestowed  upon  him  both 
by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  de  la  Tour.    It  was  there  also  that  he 
published  those  works  which  will  render  his  name  immor<p 
tal ;  an  edition  of  Tacitus,  enriched  not  only  with  notes 
and  learned  dissertations,  but  also  with  supplements,  which 
sometimes  leave  the  reader  in  a  doubt,  whether  the  mo* 
dern  writer  is  not  a  successful  rival  of  the  ancient:  this 
was  first  published  in  1771,  4  vols.  4to,  and  reprinted  ia 
1776,  in  7  vols.  8vo.     He  published  also  in  1779,  ,6  vols» 
ISmo,  an  edition  of  Pliny  the  naturalist,  which  is  only  a 
short  abridgment  of  what  he  had  prepared  to  correct  and 
enlarge  the  edition  of  Hardouin,  and  to  give  an  historical 
series  of  all  the  new  discoveries  made  since  the  beginning 
of  this  century;  an  immense  labour,  which  bespeaks  the 
most  exten^ve  erudition.    To  these  two^  editions,  which 
procured  the  abb£  Brotier  the  applauses  of  all  the  literati 
in  Europe,  he  added  in  1778,  8vo,  an  edition  of  Rapin  oh 
gardens,  at  the  end  of  which  he  has  subjoined  a  history  of 
gardens,  written  in  Latin  with  admirable  elegance,  and 
abounding  in  the  most  delightful  imagery :  for  the  abbi 
was  riot  one  of  those  pedants,  according  to  the  expression 
of  the  poet,  **  heriss^s  de  Grec  &  de  Latin  ;*'   he  pos- 
sessed a  lively  imagination,  and  a  fine  taste,  with  clearness 
and  perspicuity ;  and  above  all,  a  sound  judgment,  which 
never  suffered  him  to  adopt  in   writing  any  thing  tha( 
was  not  solid,  beautiful,  and  true.     His  other  works  are, 
1.  «  Examen  de  TApologie  de  M.  VAhh6  de  Prades,"'  1753, 
Bvo.     2.  *^  Conclusiones  ex  universa  Theologia,*'    1754^ 
4to.     3.  *^  Traits  des  Monnoies  Romaines,  Grecques,  e% 
Hebr.  compar£es  avec  les  Monnoies  de  France,  pourTin^* 
telligence  de  TEcriture  Sainte,  et  de  tons  les  auteurs  Grecs 
et  Romainsy^  1760,  4to.     4.  '^  Prospectus  d*une  edit.  Lat, 
de  Tacite,^^   1761,  5  vols.   4to.   5.  <<  Supplemenu,  lib.  7, 
10  Annal.  Taciti,''  1755,  8vo.     6.  "  CI.  viri  de  hi  Caill^ 
vita,'*   1763,  4to*     7.  **  Phaedri  Fabularum,    lib.  v.  cum 
notis  et  suppl.  access.  Parallela  J.  de  la  Fontaine  Fabulse,^* 
1785,  i2mo.    8.  *^  Memoire  du  Levant/'  1780,  and  ai^  edi* 
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tion  of  *«  Brunioy's  Theatre,"  1785,  13  vols.  8vo.  In  1790 
his  nephew  published  his  **  Parolles  Memorables,"  a  work 
of  which  Mr.  Seward  has  made  great  use  in  his  "  Anec- 
dotes.'* 

We  shall  conclude  this  account  of  the  amiable  abbe  with 
his  character  as  drawn  by  his  friend  the  abb6  de  Fontenay. 
"That  intimate  and  sincere  friendship,"  says  he,  **  which 
united  me  to  the  abb6  Brotier,  gratitude  for  the  services 
which  he  did  me,  his  talents  and  his  virtues,  will  always 
endear  his  memory  tome;  and  I  may  justly  say,  that  his 
death,  though  lamented  by  many  good  men,  was  lamented 
hy  none  more  deeply  than  by  me.  However  great  may 
have  been  the  merit  of  this  learned  man,  not  less  conspi- 
cuously eminent  for  the  qualities  of  his  heart  than  for  those 
of  his  head,  one  must  have  been  intimate  with  him  to  form 
a  just  and  true  idea  of  his  character.  As  often  as  my  avo*- 
cations  would  permit,  I  indulged  myself  in  the  pleasure  of 
his  company,  and  many  delightful  hours  I  have  spent  with 
him.  Humble  and  unassuming,  modest,  and  even  to  a 
degree  of  timidity  that  caused  him  to  blush  when  the  least 
encomium  was  passed  upon  him  ;  good-tempered,  plain  in 
his  manner,  and  giving  himself  up  lo  society  with  the 
smiles  and  simplicity  of  a  child,  his  conversation  was  en- 
gaging, and  always  instructive  when  it  turned  upon  sub- 
jects of  literature  or  science.  Widely  differing  in  this 
respect  from  those  men  of  letters  who  are  misers,  if  we 
may  say  so,  of  their,  knowledge,  and  who  seem  to  hoard  it 
only  for  themselves,  or  to  make  an  ostentatious  display  of 
it  in  some  publication,  the  abb6  Brotier  readily  replied  to 
the  questions  of  those  who  sought  iniormation  from  him, 
and  instructed  those  around  him  with  the  utmost  affability 
and  condescension.  I  confess,"  continues  the  abb6  Fon- 
tenay, **  that  need  of  consulting  him  induced  me  often  to 
visit  him ;  and  I  can  dedare  that  whatever  questions  I  put 
to  him,  I  never  found  him  in  one  instance  wrong.  He 
either  satisfied  me  immediately  respecting  my  queries,  or 
pointed  out  those  books  in  which  1  found  what  I  wanted  to 
know.  He  left  a  nephew  of  the  same  name,  who  is  in  the 
church.  He  is  pursuing  his  uncle's  steps  in  the  same  de- 
partments of  erudition,  and  has  already  publish tcd  works 
wlucb  sufficiently  evince  the  progress  he  has  made."  I 
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BROUGfiTON  (Hugh),  a  divine  of  great  eminence  for 
his  extensive  knowledge  in  Hebrlew  and  rabbinical  learning, 
was  descended  from  an  ancient  family,  and  born  in  1 549, 
at  Oldbury,  in  the  county  of  Salop.  Dr.  Lightfoot  says, 
that  it  is  uncertain  in  what  school  he  was  instructed  ia 
grammar,  but,  according  to  the  writers  of  the  life  of  Ber- 
nard Gilpin,  he  was  brought  tip  in  the  school  founded  by 
that  excellent  man  at  Houghton,  and  by  htm  sent  to  Cam- 
bridge. Gilpin  is  said  to  have  become  acquainted  with  him 
by  accident,  whei>  he  was  a  poor  boy  travelling  on  the  Ox- 
ford road,  and  finding  him  a  good  scholar,  took  the  charge 
of  his  farther  education.  The  biographer  of  Gilpin  adds, 
apparently  upon  slender  foundation,  that  Broughton  acted 
with  ingratitude  to  Gilpin,  when  the  latter  was  old  and 
infirm,  and  persuaded  the  bishop  of  Durham  to  give  him  a 
living  intended  for  Gilpin. 

At  Cambridge,  Broughton  became  one  of  the  fellows  of 
Christ's  college,  and  there  laid  the  first  foundation  of  his 
Hel^rew  studies,  under  a  Frenchman,  who.  read  upon  that 
tongue  in  the  university*  His  parts  and  learning  soon 
rendered  him  very  conspicuous  at  Cambridge,  and  also 
attracted  the  notice  of  the  earl  of  Huntingdon,  who  be-* 
came  a  liberal  patron  to  him,  and  greatly  encouraged  him 
in  his  studies.  From  the  university  he  repaired  to  London, 
where  he  distinguished  himself  as  a  preacher,  an'd  in- 
creased the  number  of  his  friends,  some  of  whom  were  of 
high  rank.  He  still,  however,  continued  to  prosecute  his 
studies  with  the  most  unremitting  assiduity  ;  so  that  he  is 
said  frequently  to  have  spent  sixteen  hours  out  of  the  four- 
and-twenty  at  his  books  *. 

In  1-588,  he  published  a  piece,  entitled  "  The  Consent 
of  Scriptures.^'  This  was  a  work  iti  which  he  was  em« 
ployed  several  years;  and  which,  therefore,  he  used  to 
call  his  ''  little  book  of  great  pains.*'  It  is  a  kind  of  scrip-^ 
ture  chronology,  and  scripture  genealogies,  and  appears 
to  have  been  compiled  with  great  labour.  It  was  dedicated 
to  queen  Elizabeth,  to  whom  it  was  presented  by  himself, 
on  her  inauguration  day,  Nov.  17,  1589  f.     He  appears 

*  The  author  of  his  life  in  the  Blog.  there  is  not  some  reason  to  suqiect  that 

Brit  takes  no  notice  of  bis  having  been  Hutchinson's  Brodgltton  was  a  different 

collated  to  a  prebend  of  Durham,  Nov.  person. 

13,  1578»  and  to  Washington  rectory,  f  Query.  Was  this  the  copy  on  veU 

May  6,  1580,  when  he  resigned  his  Inm  mentioned  by  Mr.  Qibdin  in  his 

prebend.     Hutchinson's  Durham,  vol.  Bibliomiiniat  and  once  in  Mr*  Tuttt's 

IL  p.  209.    But  we  know  not  whether  possession  I 
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.  to  have  bad  some  assistance  in  it  from  Spee4)  who  over- 
looked the  press,  and  compiled  those  genealogies  which 
are  priefixed  to  the  old  Bibles;  but  Broughton  certainly 
directed  and  digested  tbem.  Speed  is  said  to  have  owed 
many  obligations  to  Brougbton,  and  bad  a  vast  number  of  bis 
manuscripts,  wbicb,  for  whatever  reason,  he  burnt.  But, 
to  return  to  the  ^^  Consent  of  Scripture ;"'  it  excited  much 
attention  at  its  first  publication,  but  was  strongly  opposed 
by  Dr.  Reynolds  at  Oxford.  This  gave  great  offence  to 
Mr.  Brougbton^  who  h^d  a  very  ^rnest  and  absurd  desire 
to  have  the  dispute  between  him  and  Dr.  Reynolds,  con- 
cerning .  the  scripture  chronology,  settled  by  public  au- 
thority. He  addressed  on  this  subject  queen  Elizabeth, 
Dr.  Whitgift,  archbishop  of  Canterbury,  and  Dr.  Aylmer, 
bishop  of  London.  His  work  was  opposed,  not  only  at 
Oxford,  but  at  Cambridge,  where  Mr.  Lively,  a  professor, 
read  publicly  against  it.  He  was,  therefore,  induced  to 
read  lectures  in  defence  of  his  perfonnance,  which  he  did 
first  in  St  Paul's,  at  the  east  end  of  the  church,  and  after^ 
wards  in  a  large  room  in  Cheapside,  and  in  Mark-lane  ^. 

He  continued  several  years  in  London,  where  be  pro- 
cured many  friends.  One  of  these  was  Mr.  WiliiaiD 
Cotton,  whose  son  Rowland,  who  was  afterwards  knighted, 
he  instructed  in  the  Hebrew  tongue.  In  i5S9  Mr.  Brought 
ton  went  over  into  Germany,  accompanied  by  Mr.  Alex- 
ander Top,  a  young  gentleman  who  had  put  .himself 
xinder  his  care,  and  travelled  with  him,  that  be  migbt 
continually  receive  the  benefit  of  his  instructions.  He  wa^ 
some  time  at  Frankfort,  where  he  had  a  long  dispute  in 
the  Jewish  synagogue,  with  rabbi  Elias,  on  the  truth  of 
the  Christian  religion.  He  ap'pesirs  to  have  been  very  so- 
licitous for  the  conversion  of  the  Jews,  and  his.  taste  for 

*  *'  This  was  his  course  of  teaching  within  such  a  space  of  time.     And  still 

tn  private.    His   auditors  had  every  he  shewed  the  doctrine  of  faith  and 

one  of  them  the  Consent  before  him,  love  in  Christ  Jeftus  in  every  age,  hoir 

and  he  went  on  stiil  in  exposition  of  it  believed  and  practised  by  the  faitiiful^ 

along  with  the  Bible,  and  bad  his  an*  and  who  despised.    And,  in  applica- 

ditors  diligently  read  the  Scriptures,  tion,  he  would  sum  up  all  in  a  quarter 

and  keep  them  to  the  chronology  of  it:  of  an  hour,  or  more,  as  Uie  mstiter  re« 

and  shewed  what,  and  how  much  they  quired.     Of  these  his   lectures  there 

should  read  against  their  next  meeting,  are  yet  extant  the  notes  of  four-and> 

to  be  prepared  for  his  discourse  then,  thirty,  and  the  notes  of  nine  of  his 

And  witbfl^  handled  the-Oenealogies,  as  sermotis,  in  which  he  collat^fi  the  sec 

the  matter  of  those  scriptures  called  tions  of  Moses,  and  the  Prophet3>  witir 

^  explication  for  that  time  of  the  the  New  Testament :  all  taken  from  his 

chronology;  that  they  should  under-  mouth,  when  he  delivered  them."— » 

stntd  what  scripturia  were  contained  IJj^htlboi's  preface  to  his  warks. 
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rabbinical  and  Hebrew  studies  naturally  led  him  to  take 
pleasure  in  the  conversation  of  those  learned  Jews  whom  he 
occasionally  met  with*  In  the  course  of  his  travels,  he 
had  also  disputes  with  the  papists  ;  but  in  his  contests  both 
with  them  and  with  the  Jews,  he  was  not  very  attentive  to 
the  rules  either  of  prudence  or  politeness.  It  appears, 
that  in  1590  he  was  at  Worms  ;  but  in  what  other  places  is 
not  mentioned.  In  1591  he  returned  again  to  England, 
and  met  at  London  with  his  antagonist  Dr.  Reynolds  ;  and 
they  rrferred  the  decision,  of  the  controversy,  between 
them,  occasioned  by  his  **  Consent  of  Scripture/'  to  Dr. 
Whitgift,  archbishop  of  Canterbury,  and  Dr.  Aylmer, 
bishop  of  London.  Another  piece  which  he  published, 
entitled  ^'  An  Explication  of  the  article  of  Christ's  Descent 
to  Hell/'  was  a  source  of  much  controversy,  though  bis 
opinion  on  this  subject  is  now  generally  received.  Two 
of  his  opponents  in  this  controversy  were  archbishop  Whit- 
gift and  bishop  Bilson.  He  addressed  on  this  subject 
^*  An  Oration  to  the  Geneveans,"  which  was  first  published 
in  Greek,  at  Mentz,  by  Albinus.  In  this  piece  he  treats 
the  celebrated  Beza  with  much  severity.  In  1592  he  was 
in  Germany  again,  and  ^published  a  piece  called  *^  The 
^Sinai  Sight,"  which  he  dedicated  to  the  earl  of  Essex,  and 
had  th^  odd  whim  of  having  it  engraved  on  brass,  at  a  con*  * 
siderable  expence.  About  the  year  1596,  rabbi  Abraham 
Reuben  wrote  an  epistle  from  Constantinople  to  Mn 
-Broughton,  which  was  directed  to  him  in  London ;  but 
he  was  then  in  Germany.  He  appears  to  have  continued 
abroad  till  the  death  of  queen  Elizabeth ;  and  during  his 
residence  ib  foreign  countries,  cultivated  an  acquaintance 
with  Scaliger,  Raphelengius,  Junius,  Pistorius,  Serrarius, 
and  other  eminent  and  learned  men.  He  was  treated  with 
particular  favour  by  the  archbishop  of  Mentz,  to  whom  he 
dedicated  his  translation  of  the  Prophets  into  Greek.  He 
was  also  offered  a  cardinal's  hat,  if  he  would  have  em- 
braced the  Romish  religion.  But  that  offer  he  refused  to 
accept,  and  returned  s^ain  to  England,  soon  after  the  ac- 
cession of  king  James  I.  In  1603  he  preached  before 
prince  Henry,  at  Oatlands,  upon  the  Lord's  Prayer.  In 
1 607  the  new  translation  of  the  Bible  was  begun  ;  and  Mr. 
Broughton's  friends  expressed  much  surprize  that  he  was 
not  employed  in  that  work.  It  might  probably  be  disgust 
on  this  account,  which  again  occasiotied  him  to  go  abroad ; 
and  during  his  stay  there,  he  was  for  some  time  preachtr 

Q  2 
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to  the  English  at  Middleburgh.  But  finding  his  health 
decline,  having  a  consumptive  disorder,  which  he  found 
to  increase,  he  returned  again  to  England  in  November, 
1611.  He  lodged  in  London,  during  the  winter,  at  a 
friendjs  house  in  Cannon-street ;  but  in  the  spring  he  was 
removed,  for  the  benefit  of  the  air,  to  the  house  of  another 
friend,  at  Tottenham  High-cross,  where  he  died  of  a  pul- 
monary consumption  on  the  4th  of  August,  1612,  in  the 
sixty-third  year  of  his  age.  During  his  illness  he  made 
such  occasional -discourses  and  exhortations  to  his  friends^ 
as  his  strength  would  enable  him ;  and  he  appears  to  have 
had  many  friends  and  admirers  even  to  the  last.  His 
corpse  was  brought  to  London,  attended  by  great  numbers 
^f  people,  many  of  whom  had  put  themselves  in  mourning^ 
for  him  ;  and  interred  in  St.  Antholin's  church,  where  his 
funeral  sermon  veas  preached  by  the  rev.  James  Speght, 
B.  D.  afterwards  D.  D.  minister  of.  the  church  in  Milk- 
street,  London.  Lightfoot  mentions  it  as  a  report,  that 
the  bishops  would  not  puffer  this  sermon  to  be  published; 
but  it  was  afterwards  printed  at  the  end  of  his  works. 

His  person  was  comely  and  graceful,  and  his  counte- 
nance expressive  of  siudiousness  and  gravity.  His  indefa- 
tigable attention  to  his  studies,  gave  him  an  air  of  austerity ; 
and,  at  times,  there  appears  to  have  been  no  inconsi* 
derable  degree  of  moroseness  in  his  deportment :  notwith- 
standing which,  he  is  represented  as  behaving  in  a  very 
kind  and  affable  manner  to  his  friends,  and  as  being  very 
pleasant  in  conversation  with  them,  especially  at  his  meals. 
He  would  also  be  free  and  communicative  to  spy  persons 
who  desired  to  learn  of  him,  but  very  angry  with  scholars, 
if  they  did  not  readily  comprehend  his  meaning.  Open 
impiety  and  profaneness  were  always  opposed  by  him  with 
great  zeal  and  courage.  He  was  much  dissatisfied,  as 
appears  from  several  passages  in  his  works,  that  his  great 
learning  had  not  procured  him  more  encouragement,  and 
he  evidently  thought  that  he  had  a  just  claim  to  some 
considerable  preferment.  He  was  unquestionably  a  man 
of  very  uncommon  erudition^  but  extremely  deficient  in 
taste  and  judgment.  He  was  also  of  a  testy  and  choleric 
temper,  had  a  high  opinion  of  his  own  learning  and  abi- 
lities, was  extremely  dogmatical,  and  treated  those  who 
differed  from  him  in  opinion  with  much  rudeness  and  scur- 
rility ;  though  some  allowance  must'be  made  for  the  9ge  in 
which  he  livedo  in  which  that  mode  of  writing  was  maclt 
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more  common  among  dirines  and  scholars  than  it  is  at  pre- 
sent.    From  the  general  tenor  of  his  life  and  of  his  works, 
and  the  opinion  formed  of  him  by  those,  who  were  the  best 
acqCiainted  with  him^  it  seems  equitable  to  conclude,  that, 
with  all  his  failings,  he  meant  well ;  nor  do  we  apprehend 
that  there  is  any  sufficient  ground  for  the  extreme  severity 
with  which  the  late  Mr.  Gilpin  has  treated  him  in  his  **  Life 
of  Bernard  Gilpin.*'     He  translated  the  Prophetical  wri- 
tings into  Greek,  and  the  Apocalypse  into  Hebrew.     He 
was  desirous   of   translating  the  whole  New  ^Testament 
into  Hebrew,  which  he  thought  would  have  contributed 
much  to  the  conversion  of  the  Jews,  if  he  had  met  with 
proper  encouragement    And  he  relates,  that  a  learned 
Jew  with  whom  he  conversed,  once  said  to  him,  '^  O  that 
you  would  set  over  all  your  New  Testament  into  such  He- 
brew as  you  speak  to  me,  you  should  turn  all  our  nation." 
Most  of  his  works  were  collected  together,  and  printed  at 
London  in  1662,  under  the  fdllowing  title:  ^^  The  Works 
of  the  great  Albionean  divine,,  renowned  in  many  nations 
for  rare  skill  in  Salems  and  Athens  tongrues,  and  familiar 
acquaintance    with    all   Rabbi:mcal    learnings    Mr.  Hugh 
Brougbton.''     This  -edition  of  his  works,  though  bound  in 
one  large  volume,  folio,  is  divided  into  four  tomes*     Dr. 
Lightfoof,  who   was'  himself  a   great  master  of  Hebrew 
and  rabi>inical  learning,   says,    that  in  the  writings  of 
Broughton,  ^^  the  serious  and  impartial  student  of  them 
will  find  these  two  things.   ^First,  as  much  light  given  in 
scripture,  especially  in  the  difficultest  things  thereof,  as  is 
to  be  found  in  any  one  author  whatsoever ;  nay,  it  may  be, 
in  all   avi'thors  together.     And^  secondly,  a  winning  and 
enticing  enforcement  to  read  the  scriptures  with  a  serious- 
ness and  searching  more  than  ordinary.     Amongst  those 
that  have  studied  his  books,  multitudes  might  be  named 
that  have  thereby  grown  proficients  so  far,  as  that  they 
have  attained  to  a  most  singular,  and  almost  incredible 
skill  and  readiness,  in  his  way,  in  the  understanding  of 
the  Bible,  though  otherwise  unlearned  men.     Nay,  some 
such,  that,  by  the  mere  eiccitation  of  his  books,  have  set 
to  the  study  of  the  Hebrew  tongue,  and  come  to  a  very 
great  measure  of  knowledge  in  it ;  nay,  a  woman  might  be 
named  that  hath  done  it.     This  author^ s  writings  do  carry 
with  them,  I  know  not  what,  a  kind  of  holy  and  happy 
fascination,  that  the  serious  reader  of  them  is  won  upon, 
by  a  sweet  violence,   to  look  in  the  scripture  with  all 
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possible  scrutinousness,  and  cannot  choose.  Let  any  on<s 
but  se^t  to  read  him  in  good  earnest,  and,  if  he  find  not^ 
that  he  sees  much  more  in  scripture  than  ever  he  could 
see  before,  and  that  he  is  stirred  up  to  search  much  more 
narrowly  into  the  scripture  than  ever  he  was  before,  he 
misseth  of  that  which  was  never  missed  of  before  by  any 
that  took  that  course,  if  multitude  of  experiences  may 
have  any  credit.^'  It  will  justly  be  thought  in  the  present 
age,  that  Dr.  Ligbtfoot  formed  too  high  an*opinion  of  the 
value  of  Broughton^s  writings ;  but  in  whatever  estimation 
dbey-may  now  be  held,  the  celebrity  of  Broughton  in  hit 
own  time,  and  his  extraordinary  learning,  gave  him  a  rea« 
sonable  claitu  to  some  memorial  in  a  work  of  this  kind. 
Many  of  bis  theological  MSS.  are  preserved  in  the  British 
Museum,  of  which  a  list  is  given  in  Ayscough's  catalogue.  ^ 
BROUGHTON  (Richard),  a  popish  ecclesiastical  his* 
torian,  was  born  at  Great  Stukely  in  Huntingdonshire,  and 
studied  for  some  time  at  Oxford,  but  it  does  not  appear 
that  he  entered  any  college,  and  only  seems  to  have  re- 
sided there  for  the  purpose  of  consulting  the  public  library. 
He  received  his  regular  education  at  the  English  college 
at  Rheims,  and  took  priest's  orders  in  1593.  He  was  after* 
wards  sent  into  England  as  a  missionary,  and  promoted  the 
popish  interest  as  far  as  lay  in  liis  power,  withotit  giving 
public  offence*  He  died  in  16S4,  and  was  buried  in  the 
church  of  Great  Stukely.  His  principal  works  were,  "  An 
Ecclesiastical  History  of  Great  Britain ;  from  the  Nativity 
to- the  conversion  of  the  Savons,"  Doway,  i633,  fol.  re- 
plete with  legendary  matter ;  *^  A  True  Memorial  of  the 
ancient,  most  holy,  and  religious  state  of  Great  Britain, 
&c.  in  the  time  of  the  Britons,  and  primitive  church  of 
'  the  Saxons,''  1650,  8vo;  and,  **  Monasticon  Britannicum)" 
1655,  8vo.» 

BROUGHTON  (Thomas),  a  learned  divine,  md  one 
of  the  original  writers  of  the  Biographia  Britannica,  was 
born  at  London,  July  ^,  1704,  in  the  parish  of  St.  An* 
drew,  Holborn ;  of  which  parish  his  father  was  minister. 
At  an  early  age  he  was  sent  to  Eton-school,  where  he  soon 
distinguished  himself  by  the  acuteness  of  his  genius  and 
the  studiousness  of  his  disposition.  Being  superannu^ 
ated  on  this  foundation,  he  removed,  about  1722,  to  the 

I  Biof.  5ri^— Strype»i  Whitg'rft,  p.  81^  382,  431,  481,499,  516,  526,  589, 
where  there  are  many  curious  particulars  illastrative  of  Broughton't  history. 
S  Ath.  Ox.  Tol.  I.^'H[)odd's  Ch.  Hist.  vol.  IIL^Fuller's  WQrthie«. 
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tmivimity  o(  Cambridge ;  and^  for  the  sake  of  a  scholar* 
ship,  entered  himself  of  Gonville  and  Caius  college.     Here 
two  of  the  principal  objects  of  his  attention  were,  the  ac- 
qnisition  of  the  knowledge  of  the  modem  languages,  and 
the  study  of  the  mathematics  under  the  famous  professor 
Sanderson.     May  28,   1727,  Mr.  Broughton,  after  taking 
the  degree  of  B.  A.  was  admitted  to  deacon's  orders.     In 
the  succeeding  year,  Sept.  22,  he  was  ordained  priest,  and 
proceeded  to  the  degree  of  M,  A.     At  this  time  he  re* 
mored  from  the. university  to  the  curacy  of  OiBey  in  Hert- 
fordshire.    In  1 739,  he  was  instituted  to  the  rectory  of  8te- 
pington,  otherwise  Stibington,  in  the  county  of  Huntingdon, 
on  the  presentation  of  Jotm  duke  of  Bedford,  and  was  ap- 
pointed one  of  that  nobleman^s  chaplains.    Soon  after,  he  was 
choseifi  reader  to  the  Temple,  by  which  means  be  became 
known  to-  bishop  Sherlock,  then  master  of  it,  who  con- 
cerred  so  high  an  opinion  of  our  author's  merit,  that,  in  1 744^ 
this  eminent  prelate  presented  Mr.  Broughton  to  the  valu- 
able vicarage  of  Bedtninster,  near  Bristol,  together  with 
tbe  chapels  of  St.  Mary  RedclifT,  St.  Thomas,  and  Abbot- s 
Leigh,  annexed.     Some  short  time  after,  he  was  collated, 
by  tbe  same  patron,  to  the  prebend  of  Bedminster  and 
RedclifF,  in  the  cathedral  of  Salisbury.     Upon  receiving 
this  preferment,  he  removed  from  London  to  Bristol,  where 
he  married  the  daughter  of  Thomas  Harris,  clerk  of  that 
^Yj  by  whom  he  had  seven  children,  six  of  whom  sur- 
vived him.     He  resided  on  bis  living  till  his  death,  which 
happened  Dec.  31,  1774,  in  the  71st  year  of  his  age.     He 
mas  interred  in  the  church  of  St.  Mary  RedclitF. 
'  From  the  time  of  Mr.  Brou^ton's  quitting  the  univer- 
tity,  till  he  was  considerably  advanced  in  life,  he  was  en- 
gaged in  a  variety  of  publications ;  and  some  little  time 
before  his  death,  composed  ^^  A  short  view  of  the  principles, 
upon  which  Christian  churches  require,  of  their  respective 
dergy,  Subscription  to  established  Articles  of  Religion  ;'• 
but  this  work  never  appeared   in   print.     He  possessed, 
likewise,  no  inconsiderable  talent  for  poetry,  aa  is  evident 
from  ^many  litUe  fugitive   pieces   in   manuscript,    Ibund 
among  his  papers ;  aqrd  partioulariy,  from  two  unfinished 
tragedies,  bmh  written  at  the  age  of  seventeen.     During 
his  residence  in  London,  be  ei^oyed  the  esteem  and  friend- 
ship- of  most  of  the  literary  men  of  his  time.     He  was  a 
great  loVer  of  music,  particularly  the  ancient ;  which  in- 
troduced him  to  the  knowledge  and  acquaintance,  of :  Mn 
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Handel,  whom  be  furnished  with  the  words  for  ms^ny  of' 
his  compositions.  In  his  public  character,  Mr.  Brougbtoa 
was  distinguished  by  an  active^  zeal  for  the  Christian  cauie, 
joined  with  moderation.  In  private  Ufe,  he  was  devoted 
to  the  interests  and  happiness  of  his  family ;  and  was  of  a 
mild,  cheerful^  and  liberal  temper.  This  disposition,  which 
is  not  always  united  with  eminent  literary  abilities,  at- 
tended him  to  his  grave.  In  1778,  a  posthumous  volume 
of  sermons,  on  select  subjects,  was  published  by  his  son, 
the  rev.  Thomas  Broughton,  M.  A.  of  Wadham  college,. 
Oxford,  and  vicar  of  Tiverton,  near  Bath. 

The  following  is  a  list  of  his  publications,  but.  we  have 
not  been  able  to  recover  the  dates  of  all  of  them  :> 
I.  '^  Christianity  distinct  from  the  Religion  of  Nature,  iii- 
three  parts;  in  answer  to  Christianity  as  old  as  the  Crea-- 
tion."  2.  **  Translation  of  Yo)taire's  Temple  of  Taste." 
3.  ^^  Preface  to  his  father's  letter  tq  a  Roman  catholic'* 
4«  *^  Alteration  of  Dorrel  on  the  Epistles  and  Gospels  from 
a  Popish  to  a  Protestant  .book,V  2  vols.  Svo.  5.  Part  of 
the  new  edition  of  Bayle's  Dictionary  in  English,  cor<* 
rected :  with  a  translation  of  the  Latin  and  other  quota-* 
tioa^.  6.  **  Jarvis's  Don  Quixote ;"  the  language  tho^ 
roughly  altered  and  corrected,  and  the  poetical  parts  nevr 
translated,  7.  ^^  Translation  of  the  mottoes  of  the  Spec-* 
tator.  Guardian,  and  FreehoM^.''  B.  **  Original  poema 
and  translations,  by  John  Dryden,  esq-"  now  first  collected, 
and  published'  together,  2  yol$,  9.  ^^ Translation  of  the 
quotations  in  Addison's  Travels,  by  bim  left  untranslated.*^ 
)0.  ^^  The  first  and  third  Olyndatiacs,  and  the  four  Philip-* 
pics  of  Demosthenes"  (by  several  bands),  revised  and  cor^ 
rected ;  with  a  new  transition  of  the  second  Olynthiae, 
the  pratipj)  de  Pace,  and  thaii  die  Chersonese :  u>  which 
are  added,  all  the  arguments  of  Libanius,  and  select  notes 
from  yipian,  8va  Lives  in  the  Biographia  Briunnica, 
marked  T«  11.  ^^  The  bishops  of  London  and  Winchester 
on  the  sacrament,  compared."  12,  ^^  Hercules,"  a  musi-t 
cal  drama.  13..  ^^  BibliOjtheca  hjstoricoxsacra,  an  Historic 
cal  difctionary  of  all  religuoiji^,  &om  the  creation  of  tke^ 
vforld  to  the  present  tiipes,"  175^,  2  vols,  folio,  14.  "  A 
defence  of  the  comrnqnly-received  doctrine  of  the  Humm 
Soul."  15s,  ^^A  pFospect  of  Futurity,  in  four  dissertations; 
with  a  preliminary  discourse  on  Uie  natural  and  nooraL  evir 
deuce  of  a  future  state."  \  ^ 
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BROUKHUSIUS.     See  BROEKHUSIUS. 

BROUNCKER  (Wiluam),  visgouot BrQUQcker>  of  Cas-* 
tie  Lyons  in  Ireland,  son  of  sir  William  Brouncker,  after- 
wards made  yiscount  in  1645,  was  born  abo\it  1620;  and, 
having  reqeived  an  excellent  education,  discovered  an 
early  genius  for  mathematics,  in  which  he  afterwards  be- 
ca^me  very  eixiinent.  He  was  created  M.  D.  at  Oxford^ 
June  23,  1646.  In  1657  and  1658,  he  was  engaged  in  a 
correspondence  on  mathematical  subjects  with  £)r.  John 
Wallis,  who  published  the  letters  in  his  ^^  Commercium 
Epistolicum,"  Oxford^  1658,  4to.  He,  with  qther^  of  the 
nobility  and  gentry  w^o  had  adhi^t^d  t^o  king  Charles  I.  in 
and  about  London,  signed  the  remarkably  declaration  pub-» 
lished  in  April  1660«  After  the  restoration,  he  was  made 
chancellor  to  the  queen  consort,  and  a  coo^missioner  of  the 
navy.  He  was  one  of  those  great  men  who  first  formed 
the  royal  society,  and,  Ipy  the  charter  of  July  15,  1602^ 
and  that  of  April  22, .  1663,  was  appointed  the  first ' 
president  of  it :  which  office  he  held  with  great  advantage 
to  the  society,  and  honour  to  himself,  ti^l  the  anniven^rjr  . 
election,  Nov.  30,  1677.  9oaide&  thq  offices  mentioned 
alreadyi  he  was  master  of  St.  K^therine^s  near  the  Towev 
of  London  ;  his  right  to  which  post,  after  ai  long  conbesi 
l^etween  him  and  sir  Robert  Atkyns,  one  of  the  judges^ 
was  determiiied  in  his  favour,  .Nov.  1681.  He  dicid'  at  his 
hoqse  in,  St.  Jameses  street,  Westminster,  April  5,  1684; 
and.  was  succeeded  in^his  honours  by  his  younger  brother 
Harry,  who  died  Jan.  1687.  Of  his  w^rks,  notwithatan^* 
ing  his  activity  in  promoting  literature  and  science^  thera 
are  few  extant.  Thi^s^  are:  '^  Experiments  on.  ib^  re« 
coiling  of  Gans,"'  published  in  Dr.  Splat's  History  of  thq 
Roya).  Socie^ ;  ^'  An  algebraical  paper  upoia.  the  sqnaring 
of  the  Hyperbola,"  published  in  thd  Philosophical  Trans-i' 
actions.^  (Se^  Lowthofp's  Abr.  vol.  I>  p.  10,  &c.) ;  /^  Se- 
veral Letters  ta  Dr.  James  Usher,  archbishop  of  Armagh^" 
an^^^^  to  tba^prini^te's  HCe.byDr.  Parr ;  and  ^^  A  trana^ 
lati^p  of  tb^  Xf^ti^^  of  Des  Cai?te^  entitled  Musical. 

Cov^p^ndiup^}"  pjuMishf^d  wUho^  hia.name^  hut  enriched 
with .  %  variety  ctf.  ^bseryaitionsy  which  shew  that  he  was 
deeply  skill^  in  ^  thf^pry  of  the*  science  of  music.  AU 
though  be  screes  with  his  author  almost  throughout  the 
boo)^,  he  ^(sserts  that  the,geoipetricaLis  to  be  preferred  to 
the  arithmetical  division  ;  and  with  a  view,  as  it  is  pre- 
fiimed]^  to  the  farther  improvement  of  the  ^^  Syi^telna  Par* 
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ticipato/*  be  proposes  a  division  of  the  diapason  by  sixteen 
mean  proportionals^  into -seventeen  equal  semitones;  the 
method  of  which  division  is  exhibited  by  him  in  an  alge^ 
braic  procesii,  and  also  in  logarithms.  The  "  Sy^ema 
Participate,**  which  is  mentioned  by  Bontempi^  consisted 
in  the  division  of  the  diapason,  or  o(;tave,  into  twelve  equal 
semitones,  by  eleven  mean  proportionals.  Descartes,  we 
are  informed,  rejected  this  division  for  reasons  which  ar6 
far  from  being  satisfactory.  Mr.  Park,  in  his  edition  of 
lord  Orford's  "  Royal  and  Noble  Authors,"  to  which  we 
are  frequently  indebted,  points  out  an  original  commission^ 
among  the  Sloanian  M8S.  from  Charles  II.  dated  White-' 
ball,  Dec.  15,  1674,  appointing  lord  Brouncker  and  others 
to  inquire  into,  and  to  report  their  opinions  of  a  method  of 
finding  the  longitude,  devised  by  Sieur.de  St.  Pierre.  * 

BROUSSON  (Clauds),  a  French  Protestant  and 
martyr,  was  bom  at  Nismes,  in  1647,  He  was  an  advo- 
cate, and  distinguished  by  his  pleadings  at  Castres  and 
Toulouse ;  and  it  was  at  his  house  that  the  deputies  of  the 
Protestant  churches  assembled  in  1683  :  where  they  took 
a  resolution  to  continue  to  assemble,  although  their  churched 
were  demolished.  The  execution  of  this  project  occa« 
atoned  violent  conflicts*  seditions,  executions,  and  mas- 
sacres, which  ended  at  length  in  tin  amnesty  on  the  part  at 
Lewis  XIV.  Brousson  retired  then  to  Nismes;  but,  fearing 
to  be  apprehended  with  the  principal  authors  of  this  pro- 
ject, who  do  not  seem  to  have  been  comprised  within  the 
amnesty,  he  became  a  refugee  at  Getieva  first,  and  thence 
^t  Lausanne.  He  shifted  afterwards  from  town  to  town, 
and  .kingdom  to  kingdom,  to  solicit  the  compassion  of 
Protestant  princes  towards  his  suffering  brethren  in  France. 
Returning  to  his  own  country,  he  travelled  through  -  se- 
veral provinces,  exercised  some  time  the  ministry  in  the 
Cevennes,  appeared  at  Orange,  and  passed  to  Berne,  in 
order  to  escape  his  pursuers.  He  was  at  length  taken  at 
Oleron,  in  1698,  and  removed  to  Montpellier;  where, 
being  convicted  of  having  formerly  held  secret  corre*- 
spondence  with  the  enemies  of  the  state,  and  of  having 
preached' in  defiance  of  the  edicts,  he  was  broke  upon  the 
wheel  the  same  year.  He  was  a  man  of  great  eloquence 
as  well  as  zeal,  greatly  esteemed  among  strangers,,  and 
legarded  as  a  martjrr  by  those  of  his  own  persuasion.     The 
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•tates  of  Holland  added  six  hundred  florins,  as  a  pension 
for  his  widow,  to  four  hundred  which  had  been  allowed  to 
her  husband.  His  writings  being  principally  those  which 
arose  out  of  the  circumstances  in  which  the  reformed 
church  were  then  placed,  we  shall  refer  to  Moreri  for  the 
exact  titles  and  dates,  and  give  only  the  subjects,  namely: 
1.  ^^  The  state  of  the  reformed  in  France."  2.  <^  Letters 
lo  the  French  clergy  in  favour  of  the  reformed  religion.'* 
Zi  **  Letters  from  the  Protestants  in  France  to  all  other 
Protestants,''  printed  and  circulated  at  the  expence  of  the 
doctor  of  Brandenburg.  4.  ^^  Letters  to  the  Roman  Ca*' 
tholics.*'  5.  '^  A  summary  relation  of  the  wonders  wrought 
by  God  in  the  Cevennes  and  Lower  Languedoc,  for  the 
consolation  of  his  church.*'  6.  A  volume  of  Sermons. 
7.  *'  Remarks  on  •  Amelotte's  translation  of  the  New  Tes<* 
.  ament ;"  and  some  religious  tracts,  which  he  published 
if  ir  circulation  in  France.  * 

BROUSSONET  (Petbr  Augustus  Maria),  an  eminent 
French  naturalist,  was  born  at  Montpellier,  Feb.  28,  i7&ly 
where  liis  father  was  a  reputable  schoolmaster,  and  soon, 
discovered  iu  him  an  insatiable  thirst  of  knowledge,  which 
we  may  conclude  he  assisted  him.  in  gratifying.  At  the 
early  age  of  eighteen  he  was  appointed  by  the  university. 
if  Montpellier  to  fill  a  professor's  chair,  and  six  years  after- 
he  was  admitted  a  member  of  the  academy  of  sciences  by 
an  unanimous  vote,  a  case  which  had  not  occurred  from 
the  foundation  of  that  learned. body^  but  their  choice  ap- 
peared amply  justified  by  the  several  dissertations  on  na« 
tund  history,  botany,  and  medicine,  which  he  published.  It 
was  his  earnest  wish  to  establish  the  system  of  Linnceus  more 
extensively  in  France..  With  this  view,  as  well  as  for  his  own 
improvement,  he  went  to  Paris,  and  examined  the  collec- 
tions and,  museums,  but  not  finding  sufficient  materials  for 
his  purpose,  he  determined  to  visit  the  most  celebrated 
foreign  collections,  and  came  first  to  England,  where  he 
was  admitted  an  honorary  member  of  the  royal  society,  and 
where  he  began  his  labours  on  the  celebrated  work  oa 
fishes.  On  his  return  to  Paris,  he  was  appointed  perpetual 
secretary  of  the  society  of  agriculture,  which  the  intendant 
Berthier  de  Sauvigny  resigned  for  him.  In  1739  he  was 
appointed  a  member  of  the  electoral  college  of  Paris,  and 
Kke  the  other  electors,  was  to  supply  such  vacancies  as 
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were  occasioned  by  any  interruptions  in  the  exercise  of  the 
office  of  magistracy ;  and  the  day  it  was  his  turn  to  go  to 
the  Hotel  de  Ville^  he  saw  bis  friend  and  protector,  Ber« 
thier,  barbarously  murdered  by  the  populace.  '  Broussonet 
was  then  ordered  t&  superintend  the  provisions  of  the  ca« 
pital,  and  was  frequently  in  danger  of  bis  life  at  tbatf  tur-» 
bulent  period,  in  1791  he  bad  ^  seat  in  the  Jegislativi^ 
assembly,  but  quitted  Paris  the  year  following  for  bit 
native  city,  from  which  be  was  soon  obliged  to  make  his 
escape^  and  after  many  dangers^  arrived  at  Madrid,  where 
he  was  gladly  received,  and  liberally  assisted  by  the  lite-» 

,  «ati  of  that  city.  There,  however,  the  French  emigrants 
were  so  enraged  at  his  having  filled  any  office  under  the 
revolutionary  government,  that  they  obliged  him  to  leave 
Madrid,  and  soon  after,  Lid)on,  to  which  he  bad  removed. 
At  last  he  bad  an  opportunity  of  going  out  as  physician  to 
an  embassy  which  the  United  States  sent  to  the  emperoc 
of  Morocco,  and  on  this  occasion,  his  friend  sir  Joseph 
Banks,  Hearing  of  his  distresses,  remitted  him  a  credit  for 
a  thousand  pojunds^  After  bis  arrival  at  Morocco,  he  em« 
ployed  all  his  leisure  boura  in  extending  bis  botanici4 
knowledge,  and  learning  that  bis  native  country  was  re« 
covering  from  its  late  anarchy,  he  solicited  and  obtained 
permission  to  return,  when  the  directory  appointed  him 
consul  at  the  Cataaries.*  in  consequence  of  this  be  resided 
for  two  years  atTenerifFe.     In  1796,  on  his  return,  he 

•was  admitted  a  membeir  of  the  Institute,  and  again  became 
professor  of  botany  at  Montpeilier,  with  the  direction  of 
*  the  botanical  garden.  He  was  afterwards  chosen  a  mem- 
ber of  the  legislative  body,  but  died  July  27,  1807,  at 
Montpeilier,  of  an  apopieetic  stroke.  It  was  to  him  that 
France  owes  the  introduction  of  the  Merino  sheep,  and 
Angola  goats.  His  publications  are:  1.  ^  Y^^®  positiones 
circa  Respirationem,**  Montpeilier,  1778,  2.  <*  Ichtfayo* 
logia,  sistens  Piscium  descripti6nes  et  icones,**  London, 
17&2,  Gontainihg  descriptions  of  the  toost  rare  fishes. 
9.  ^^  Essai  sur  Tbistoire  nadurelle  de  quelques  especes  de 
Moines,  decrites  a  la  mattiere  de  Linnile,"  17S4,  8vo. 
This  is  the  translation  only  of  a  Latin  satire  on  the  monks, 
the  original  of  which  appeeured  m  Germany,  in  178S. 
4.  *^  Ann^e  rurale,  ou  calendrier  k  Uusage  des  cukivateurs,'* 
Paris,  1787-8,  2  vols.  12mo.  5.  <<  Notes  pour  servir  a 
Fhistoire  de  Pecole  de  medicine  de  Montpeilier  pendant 
Van  VL"  Montpeilier,   1795,  8vq.    6.  «  La  Feuille  da 
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cultivateur^''  1788,  and  following  years,  8  vols.  4to,  which 
be  conducted  with  Messis.  Parmentier,  Dubois,  and  Le-* 
febure.  He  contributed  also  a  great  many  dissertations  to 
the  academy  of  sciences,  the  society  of  agriculture,  &c. 
nid  left  many  works  in  manuscript.  ^ 

BROUWER,  or  Bft^UWER  (Adrian),  a  celebrated 
painter,  according  to  some,  was  born  at  Oudenarde,  in 
Flanders,  or  according  to  others,  at  Haerlem,  in  Holland, 
in  1608.     His  parents  were  of  the  poorer  sort.    His  mother 
sold  to  the  country  people  bonnets  and  handkerchiefs^  on 
which  Adrian,    when  almost  in  infancy,    used  to    paint 
flowers  and  birds,  and  while  thus  employed,  was  disco- 
vered by  Francis  Hals,  an  eminent  artist,  who,  charmed 
with  the  ease  and  taste  he  displayed  in  his  art,  proposed  to 
take  him  as  an  apprenticef,  and  Brouwer  did  not  long  he* 
sitate  about  accepting  such  an  offer.     His  master  soon 
discovered  his  superior  talents,  and  separated  him  from 
his  companions,  that  he  might  profit  the  better  by  him, 
locked  him  up  in  a  garret,  and  compelled  him  to  work, 
while  he  nearly  starved  him,  'but  some  pieces  be  painted  by 
stealth,  which  probably  irritated  his  jailor  to  be  more  watch- 
ful of  him.    By  the  advice,  however,  of  ^Adrian  Van  Ostade, 
one  of  his  compapions,  he  contrived  to  make  his  escape, 
and  took  refuge  in  a  church.     Thei^,  almost  naked,  and 
not  knowing  where  to  go,  he  was  recognised  by  some  per- 
son, who  brought  him  back  to  bis  master,  and  by  means  of 
a  suit  of  clothes  and  some  caresses,  effected  a  temporary 
reconciliation  ;  but  being  again  subjected  to  the  same  mer- 
cenary and  tyrannical  usage,  he  made  his  escape  a  second 
time,  and  went  to  Amsterdam,  where  he  had  the  happiness 
to  find  that  his  name  was  well  known,  and  that  his  works 
bore  a  great  price.    A  picture  dealer  with  whom  he  lodged, 
gave  him  an  hundred  ducatoons  for  a  painting  represent- 
ing gamesters,  admirably  executed,  which  Brouwer,  who 
had  nev^r  possessed  so  much  money,  spent  in   a  tavern 
in  the   course   of  ten   days.     He  then  returned  to   hts 
employer,    and  when  asked  what  he  had  done  with  his 
money,  answered  that  he  had  got  rid  of  it,  that  he  might 
be  more  at  leisure;   and  this  unfortunate  propensity  to 
alternate  work  and  extravagance  marked  the  whole  of  his 
future  life,  and  involved  hiqn  in  many  ridiculous  adventures 
and  embarrassments  unworthy  of  a  man  of  genius:    As 

1  Diet.  Hif  t. 
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soon  as  he  had  finished  any  piece,  he  offered  it  for  n^ } 
and  if  it  did  not  produce  a  stipulated  price,  be  burnt  it,, 
and  began  another  with  greater  care.  Possessing  a  tein  of 
low  humour,  and  engaging,  both  sober  and  drunk,  in  many 
droll  adventures,  he  removed  from  Amsterdam  to  Antwerp, 
where  he  was  arrested  as  a  spy,  and  committed  to  prison.. 
This  circumstance  introduced  him  to  an  acquaintance  with 
the  duke  d' Aremberg,  who,  having  observed  his  genius,  by 
some  slight  sketches  drawn  with  black  lead  while  in  cus* 
tody,  requested  Rubens  to  furnish  him  with  materials  for 
painting.  Brouwer  chose  for  his  subject  a  groupe  of  sol- 
diers playing  at  cards  in  a  corner  of  the  prison ;  and  when 
the  picture  was  finished,  the  duke  himself  was  astonished, 
and  Rubens,  when  he  saw  it,  offered  for  it  the  sum  of  600 
guilders.  The  duke,  however,  retained  it,  and  gave  the 
painter  a  much  larger  sum.  Upon  this,  Rul^ens  procured 
his  release,  and  received  him  into  his  house ;  but,  unin- 
fluenced by  gratitude  to  his  benefactor,  he  stole  away,  and 
returned  to  the  scenes  of  low  debauch,  to  which  he  had 
been  formerly  accustomed.  Being  reduced  to  the  neces* 
sity  of  flying  from  justice,  he  took  refuge  in  France ;  and, 
haying  wandered  through  several  towns,  he  was  at  length, 
constrained  by  indigence  to  return  to  Antwerp,  where  he 
was  taken  ill,  and  obliged  to  seek  relief  m  an  hospital ;  and 
in  this  asylum  of  self<^procured  poverty  and  distress  he  died 
in  his  32d  year.  Rubens  lamented  his  death,  and  procured^ 
for  him  an  honourable  interment  in  the  church  of  the  Car- 
melites. 

Such  were  die  talents  of  Brouwer,  that,  in  the  course  of 
a  dissipated  life,  he  attained  to  distinguished  excellence  in 
the  style  of  painting  which  he  adopted*  His  subjects  were 
taken  from  low  life,  and  copied  after  nature;  such  as 
droll  conversations,  feasts,  taverns,  drunkeri  quarrels^  boors 
playing  and  disputing  at  cards,  or  surgeons  dressing  the 
wounded.  His  expression,  however,  is  so  lively  and  cha- 
racteristic ;  the  management  of  his  colours  so  surprising ; 
and  truth  was  united  with  exquisite  high  finishing,  correct- 
ness of  drawing,  and  wonderful  transparence,  to  such  a 
degree,  that  his  paintings  are  more  valuable,  and  afford 
higher  prices,  than  manj  works  of  the  most  eminent  mas- 
ters. Some  of  his  best  works  are  found  at  Dusseldofp.  His 
drawings  are  dispersed  in  the  various  cabinets  of  Europe. 
Several  of  his  designs  have  been  engraved ;  and  we  have 
some  few  etchings .  by  himself  of  subjects  usually  repre- 
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.iieated  in  his  pictures,  which  are  signed  with  the  initials  of 
his  name,  H.  B. ;  Adrian  being  spelled  with  an  H.  ^ 

BROWER  (CfiRiSTOPHER),  a  learned  Jesuit,  was  born 
at  Arnheim  in  i559y  and  entered  among  the  Jesuits  at  Co- 
Ic^ne  in  1580,  among  whom  he  was  distinguished  for  hi« 
talents.  ^  He  taught  philosophy  at  Treves,  was  afterwards 
rector  of  .the  college  of  Fulde,  and  chiefiy^  empjioyed  at  his 
jieisure  hours  in  composing  his  works,  which  procured  him 
great  reputation,  and  the  esteem  of  many  men  of  learningi 
especially  cardinal  Baronius,  who  often  mentions  Brower  in 
his  annals  of  the  church,  with  high  praise.  He  died  at 
Treves  June  2,  1617.  His  writings  are,  1.  An  edition  of 
^^  Venantius  Fortunatus,'*  With  notes  and  additions,  Co- 
logn^y  1624,  4to.  2.  ^^  Scholia  on  the  poems  of  Rabanus 
Maurus/'  in  vol.  VL  of  the  works  of  Maurus.  3.  "AntL- 
quiutes  Fuldehses,^'  1612,  4to.  4.  ^VSidera  illustrium  e( 
.  S.S,  Vjrorum  qui  Germaniam  rebus  gestis  ornarunt,^* 
Mentis,  1616,  4 to.  5.  <<  Historia  Episcoporum  Trevereii- 
$ium,  &c/'  Cologne,  1626.  He  had  also  a  principal  band 
in  the  '^Antiquities  and  Annals  of  Treves,"  1626,  2.  vols* 
folio,  and  reprinted  1670;  but  some  antiquaries  are  of 
opinion  that  in  his  anxiety  to  give  correct  copies  of  certain 
'ancient  documents,  he  took  liberties  with  the  originals 
which  tend  to  lessen  the  authority  of  his  transcripts. ' 
<  BROWN  (James),  an  English  traveller  and  scholar,  the 
son  of  James  Brown,  M.  D.  ^who«cIied  Nov.  24,  1733),  was 
born  at  Kelso,  in  the  shire  of  Roxburgh,  in  Scotland,  May 
23,  1709,  and  was  educated  under  Dr.  Freind  at  Westmin-* 
ster  school,  where  he  made  great  proficiency  in  the  Latin 
and  Greek  classics.  In  the  latter  end  of  1722,  he  went 
with  his  father  to  Constantinople,  and  having  a  great  apti- 
tude for  the  learning  of  languages,  acquired  a  competent 
knowledge  of  the  Turkish,  vulgar  Greek,  and  Italian  ;  and 
on  liis  return  home  in  1725,  made  himself  master  of  the. 
Spanish  tongue.  About  the  year  1732,  he  first  started  the 
idea  of  a  very  useful  book  in  the  mercantile  world,, although 
not  de;$erving  a  place  in  any  literary  class,  "The  Directory," 
or  list  of  principal  traders  in  London;  and  having  taken 
some  pains  to  lay  the  foundation  of  it,  he  gave  it  t'o  the 
late  Mr.  Henry  Kent,  printer  in  Finch-lane,  Cornhill,  who 
continued  it  from  year  to  year,  aud  acquired  an  estate  by  it, 

^  Argenville,  vol.  III.-^Descampg,  toU  II.-— Pilkinjjton.— Strutt. 
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In  1741,  Mr.  Brown  entered  into  an  agreement  with 
twenty-four  of  the  principal  merchants  of  London,  mem* 
bers  of  the  Russia  Company,  .as  their  chief  agent  or  factor, 
for  the  purpose  of  carrying  on  a  trade,  through  Russia,  to 
and  from  Persia,  and  be  sailed  for  Riga  Sept  29.  Thence 
be  passed  through  Russia,  down  the  Volga  to  Astracan,  and 
sailed  along  the  Caspian  sea  to  Reshd  in  Persia,  where  he 
established  a  factory,  in  which  be  continued  near  four  years. 
During  this  time,  he  travelled  in  state  to  the  camp  of 
Nadir  Shah,  commonly  known  by  the  name  of  Kouli  Khan, 
with  a  letter  which  bad  been  transmitted  to  him  from  the 
late  George  II.  to  that  monarch.  While  be  resided  in  this 
country,  he  applied  himself  much  to  the  study  of  that  lan- 
guage, and  mstde  such  proficiency  in  it  that,  after  his  re- 
turn home,  be  compiled  a  very  copious  "Persian  Dic- 
tionary and  Grammar,''  with  many  curious  specimens  of 
their  writing,  which  is  yet  in  manuscript  But  not  being 
satisfied  with  the  conduct  of  some  of  the  merchants  in  Lon- 
don, and  being  sensible  of  the  dangers  that  the  factory  was 
constantly  exposed  to  from  the  unsettled  and  tyrannical 
nature  of  the  government  of  Persia,  he  resigned  his  charge 
to  the  gentlemen  who  were  appointed  to  succeed  him,  re- 
turned to  London  Dec.  25,  1746,  and  lived  to  be  the  last 
survivor  of  all  the  persons  concerned  in  the  establishment 
of  that  trade,  having  outlived  his  old  friend  Mr.  Jonas 
Han  way  above  two  years:  In.  May  1787,  he  was  visited 
with  a  slight  paralytic  stroke,  all  the  alarming  effects  of 
which  very  speedily  vanished,  and  he  retained  bis  wonted 
health  and  chearfulness  till  within  four  days  of  his  death, 
when  a  second  and  more  severe  stroke  proved  fatal  Nov. 
30,  1788.  He  died  at  his  house  at  Stoke  Newingion, 
where  he  bad  been  an  inhabitant  since  1734,  and  was  suc- 
ceeded by  his  worthy  son  James  Brown,  esq.  F.  S.  A.  now 
of  St.  Alban's.  Mr.  Lysons  informs  us  that  the  elder  Mr. 
Brown  published  also  a  translation  of  two  ^^  Orations  of 
Isocrates'*  without  his  name.  He  was  a  man  of  the  strictest 
integrity,  unaffected  piety,  and  exalted,  but  unostenta^ 
tious  benevolence ;  of  an  even,  placid,  chearful  temper, 
which  he  maintained  to  the  last,  and  which  contributed  to 
lengthen  his  days.  Few  men  were  ever  more  generally 
esteemed  in  life,  or  more  respectfully  spoken  of  after  death' 
by  all  who  knew  him.  ^ 

}  Gent  Maf.  1788.— Lysona's  Ehyirons,  vol.  III. 
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BROWN  (JOHU^),  an  ingenious  English  writer,  descend- 
ed from  the  Browns  of  Colstown  near  Haddington  in  Scot- 
land, was  born  in  Northumberland,  Nov.  5,  1715,  at  Roth- 
bury,  of  which  place  his  father  was  curate,  but  removed 
almost  immediately  after  to  tjie  vicarage  of  Wigton  in 
Cumberland,  where,  at  a  grammar-school,  he  received  the 
first  part  of  his  education  ;  and  was  thence  removed.  May 
8,  1732,  to  St.  John's  college  in  Cambridge.  He  remained 
here,  till  in  1735  he  took  the  degree  of  B.  A.  then  returned 
to  Wigton,  and^oon  after  went  into  orders.  His  first  set- 
tlement was  in  Carlisle,  being  chosen  a  minor  canon  and 
lecturer  in  the  cathedral  there.  This  situation  he  after- 
wards resigned,  on  being  reproved  for  omitting  the  Atha- 
nasian  creed,  which  it  is  said  was  merely  accidental.  His 
pride,  however,  was  hurt,  and  next  Sunday  he  read  the 
creed,  out  of  course,  and  iinmediately  after  resigned.  In 
1739  he  took  a  M.  A.  degree  at  Cambridge.  In  the  rebel- 
lion of  1745,  he  acted  as  a  volunteer  at  the  siege  of  Car- 
lisle, and  behaved  himself  with  great  intrepidity ;  and,  aftei^ 
the  defeat  of  the  rebels,  when  some  of  them  were  tried  at 
Carlisle  in  1746,  he  preached  two  excellent  sermons  in  the 
cathedral,  "  on  the  mutual  connection  between  religious 
truth  and  civil  freedom ;  and  between  superstition,  tyranny, 
irreligion,  and  licentiousness."  These  are  to  be  found  in 
the  volume  of  his  sermons. 

Thus  distinguished,  he  fell  under  the  notice  of  Dr. 
Osbaldeston ;  who,  when  raised  to  the  see  of  Carlisle,  made 
him  one  of  his  chaplains :  he  had  before  obtained  for  hinv 
from  the  chapter  of  Carlisle  the  living  of  Moreland  in 
Westmoreland.  It  is  probably  about  this  time  that  he  wrote 
his  poem  entitled  "Honour;"  to  shew,  that  true  honour 
can  only  be  founded  in  virtue :  it  was  inscribed  to  lord 
Lonsdale.  *His  next  poetical  production,  though  not  im* 
mediately  published,  was  his  "  Essay  on  Satire,"  in  three 
parts,  afterwards  addressed  to  Dr.  Warburton,  who  intro- 
duced him  to  Mr.  Allen  of  Prior  Park  near  Bath.  While 
M  Mr.  Allen's  he  preached  at  Bath,  April  22,  1750,  a  ser- 
mon for  promoting,  the  subscription  towards  the  general 
hospital  in  that  city,  entitled  **  On  the  pursuit  of  false 
pleasure,  and, the  mischiefs  of  immoderate  gaming  ;"  and 
there  was  prefixed  to  it,  when  published,  the  following 
advertisement :  "  In  justice  to  the  magistrates  of  ihe  city 
of  Bath,  it  is  thought  proper^  to  inform  the  reader,  that 
the  public  gaming-tables  were  by  them  suppressed  there, 
"  Vol.  VIL  .  H 
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soon  after  the  preaching  of  this  sermon/*  The  year  after, 
appeared  the  "  Essay  on  Satire,"  prefixed  to  the  second 
Tolume  of  Pope's  Works  by  Warburton ;  with  which  it  still 
continues  to  be  printed,  as  well  as  in  Dodsley's  collection* 

Brown  now  began  to  make  no  small  figure  as  a  writer ; 
and  in  1751,  published  his  ^^  Essays  on  Shaftesbury's  Cha- 
racteristics," 8vo,  a  work  written  with  elegance  and  spirit, 
aud  so  applauded  as  to  be  printed  a  fifth  time  in  1764. 
This  was  suggested  to  him  by  Warburton,  and  to  Warbur* 
ton  by  Pope,  who  told  Warburton  that  to  his  knowledge 
the  Characteristics  had  done  more  harm  to  revealed  reli- 
gion in  England  than  all  the  works  of  infidelity  put  toge- 
ther. He  is  imagined  to  have  had  a  principal  hand  in 
another  book,  published  also  the  same  year,  and  called 
*^  An  essay  on  musical  expression  ;"  though  the  avowed 
author  was  Mr.  Charles  Avison.  (See  AvisoN.)  In  1754 
he  printed  a  sermon,  ^^  On  the  use  and  abuse  of  externals 
in  religion  :  preached  before  the  bishop  of  Carlisle,  at  the 
consecration  of  St.  James's  church  in  Whitehaven,  and  soon 
after  be  was  promoted  to  Great  Horkesley  in  Essex  ;  a  liv- 
ing conferred  upon  him  by  the  late  earl  of  Hardwicke.  His 
next  appeanince  was  as  a  dramatic  writer.  In  1755,  his 
tragedy  "  Barbarpssa,"  was  produced  upon  the  stage,  and 
a^fterwards  his  "  Athelstan"  in  1756.  These  tragedies 
were  acted  with  considerable  success,  under  the  manage- 
ment of  Garrick ;  and  the  former  long  remained  what  is 
called  a  stock-piece,  notwithstanding  many  critical  objec- 
tions offered  to  it  in  the  publications  of  the  time*. 

Our  author  had  taken  his  doctor  of  divinity's  degree  in 
1755.  In  1757,  came  out  his  famous  work,  "  An  Estimate 
of  the  manners  and  principles  of  the  times,"  8vo.;  of  which 
seven  editions  were  printed  in  little  more  than  a  year,  and 
it  was  perhaps  as  extravagantly  applauded,  and  as  extra- 
vagantly censured,  as  any  book  that  was  ever  written.  The 
design  <pf  it  was  to  show,  that  ^^  a  vain,  luxurious,  and 
selfish  effeminacy,  in  .the  higher  ranks  of  life,  marked  the 
character  of  the  age ;  and  to  point  out  the  effects  and 
sources  of  this  effeminacy."  And  it  must  be  owned,  that, 
in  the  prosecution  of  it,  the  author  has  given  abundant 
proofs  of  great  discernment  and  solidity  of  judgment,  a 

*  "  1  am  grieved  that  either  these  clergyman  in   these  times,  to   makft 

tinrewanling   feim^s,    or    his    love    of  connexions  with  players.'*  Warburtoo'si 

^etry,  or  his  love  of  money,  should  Lttters,.  Jan.  31,  1755-6. 
J^ire  made  bim  oveclook  the  dutjr  of  .a 
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deep  insight  into  human  nature, .  an  extensive  knowledge 
of  the  world  ;  and  that  he  has  marked  the  peculiar  features 
of  the  times  with  great  justness  and  accuracy.  The  great 
objection  was,  that  a  spirit  of  self-importance,  dogmatical- 
nesa,  and  oftentimes  arrogance,  mixed  itself  in  what  he 
says ;  and  this  certainly  did  more  towards  sharpening  the 
pens  of  his  numerous  adversaries,  and  raised  more  disgust 
and  offence  at  liim,  than  the  matter  objected  to  in  his  work^ 
for  it  may  be  added  that  those  who  wrote  against  him  were 
not  men  of  the  first  rank  in  literature,  and  could  have  done 
little  against  him  without  the  aid  of  thdse  personalities 
which  arise  from  the  temper  of  an  author.  In  1758  he 
published  a  second  volume  of  the  Estimate,  &c.  and^ 
afterwards,  ^'  An  explanatory  diefence  of  it,  &c.'' 

Between  the  first  and  second  volume  of  the  Estimate,  he 
republished  Dr.  Walker's  ^^  Diary  of  the  Siege  of  London- 
derry  ;''  with  a  preface,  pointing  out  the  useful  purposes 
to  which  the  perusal  of  it  might  be  applied.  He  was,  about 
this  time,  presented. by  the  bishop  of  Carlisle,  Dr.  Osbal«» 
deston^  to  the  vicarage  of  St.  Nicholas  in  Newcastle  upon 
Tyne,  resigning  Great  Horkesley  in  Essex ;  and  was  made 
one  of  the  chaplains  in  ordinary  to  his  present  majesty. 
These  were  all  the  preferments  our  author  ever  received  ; 
and,  as  this  was  supposed  to  be  no  s^iall  mortification  to  a 
man  of  Dr;  Brown's  high  spirit,  so  it  was  probably  this 
high  spirit  which  was  the  cause  of  it;  for  such  was  his  tem- 
per that  he  never  could  preserve  bis  friends  long,  and  he 
had  before  this  time  quarrelled  with  Warburton  and  lord 
Hardwicke.  In  1760  he  published  an  additional  dialogue 
of  the  dead,  between  ^^  Pericles  and  Aristides,"  being  a 
sequel  to  a  dialogue  of  lord  Lyttelton's  between  ^^  Pericles 
and  Cosmo.''  This  is  supposed  by  some  to  have  been  de« 
signed  as  a  vindication  of  Mr.  Pitt's  political  character^ 
against  some  hints  of  disapprobation  by  lord  Lyttelton  j 
while  otheis  have  not  excluded  a  private  motive  of  resent- 
ment. It  is  said  that  lord  Lyttelton  in  a  numerous  and 
mixed  company  neglected  to  take  notice  of  our  author  in 
so  respectful  a  manneras  he  thought  he  deserved ;  and  in 
tevenge,  weak  enough  certainly,  he  composed  the  dia- 
logue. His  next  publication  was  "The  Cure  of  Saul,"  a 
6acred  ode ;  which  was  followed  the  same  year  by  a  ^i  Dis-  - 
sertation  on  the  rise,  union,  and  power,  the  progressions, 
reparations,  and  corruptions  of  poetry  and  music,"  4to« 
This  is  a  pleasing  performance,  displays  great  ingenuity, 
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ftncl,  though  not  without  mistakes^  very  instracling  as  irefl 
as  amusing.  "  Observations"  were  printed  upon  it  by  aw 
anonymous  writer,  and  Dr.  Brown  defended  himself  in  "  Re- 
marks." He  published  in  8vo,  1764,  the  ^^  History  of  the 
rise  and  progress  of  Poetry  through  its  several  species  :'* 
being  the  substance  of  the  above  work  coneerning  poetry 
only,  for  the  benefit  of  classical  readers  not  knowing  in 
music.  The  same  ye^r,  he  printed  a  volume  of  "  Ser- 
mons,^' most  of  which  had  been  printed  separately ;  and  in 
1765,  "Thoughts  on  Civil  Liberty,  Licentiousness^ and  Fac- 
tion ;"  a  piece,  drawn  up  with  great  parade,  and  assuming 
a  scientific  form,  with  an  intention  to  censure  the  op* 
posers  .of  administration  at  that  time.  A  s^mon  on  the 
*^  Female  character  and  education,"  preached  the  i6th  of 
May,  1765,  before  the  guardians  of  the  asylum  for  deserted 
female  orphans. 

His  last  publication,  in  1766,  was  a  "Letter  to  the  rev. 
Dr.  Lowth,"  occasioned  by  his  late  letter  to  the  right  rev. 
author  of  the  "  Divine  Legation  of  Moses."  -Dr.  Lowth 
had  pointed  at  Dr.  Brown,  as  one  of  the  extravagant  flat- 
terers and  creatures  of  Warburton  ;  and  Dr.  Brown  defencj- 
ed  himself  against  the  imputation,  as  an  attack  upon  his 
moral  character.  To  do  him  justice,  he  had  a  spirit  too 
strong  and  independent,  to  bend  to  that  literary  subjection 
which  the  author  of  the  Divine  Legation  expected  from-his^ 
followers.  He  insi^sted  upon  the  prerogative  of  his  own 
opinion ;  to  assent  and  dissent^  whenever  he  saw  cause,  in 
the  most  unreserved  manner :  and  this  was  to  Dr.  Brown, 
as  it  was  to  many  others,,  the  cause  of.  misunderstanding 
with  Warburton.  Besides  the  works  mentioned,  he  pub- 
lished a  poem  on  ^^  Liberty,"  and  some  anonymous 
pamphlets.  At  the  end  of  his  later  writings,  be  advertised 
an  intention  of  publishing  ^'Principles  of  Christian  Legisla- 
tion," but  was  prevented  by  death.  He  ordered,  however, 
by  his  will,  that  the  work  should  be  published  after  his  de- 
cease* ;  but  it  was.  left  too  imperfect  for  that  purpose. 
The  last  memorable  circumstance  of  his  life  was  his  in- 
tended  expedition  to  Russia.     While  Dr.  Dumaresque  re«* 

*  Tlie  reason  of  this  delay  having  imperfect  for  publication,  and  that  a 

been  somewhat  illiberally  coujecltirea  satisfactory  apology  was  sent  to  the^ 

in  the  last  edi:ion  of  our   Dictioqary,  editors  of  the  Biog.  Britannica,  who^ 

it  is  but  justice  to  one  of  <his  executors  in  its  place,  substituted   a  paragraph 

to  refer  our  readers  to  his  letter  in  the  of  their  own,  not  quite  so  well  founded. 

Oent.  Mag.  vol.  LXI.  p.  995,  in  which  See  also  the  plan  of  the  work,    vot 

tbey  will  lind  that  the^work  was  left  too  -JJvII.  p.  9. 


BROW  N.  101 

» 

«itted  in  Russia,  1765,  whither,  having  been  chaplain  to 
AQxxr  factory  at  St.  Petersburg  from  1747  to  1762,  he  had 
■been  invited  the  year  before  by  the  empress,  to  assist  in 
the  regulation  of  several  schools  she  was  about  to  estab- 
lish; &  correspondent  in  England  suggested  the  idea  to 
him  of  communicating  the  affair  to  Dr.  Brown,  as  a  pro- 
sper person  to  consult  with,  because  he  had  published  som6 
sermons  upon  education.  This  brought  on  a  correspond- 
ence between  Dr.  Duraaresque  and  Dr.  Brown  ;  the  result 
of  which,  being  communicated  to  the  prime  minister  at 
St.  Petersburg,  was  fbHowed  by  an  invitation  from  the  em- 
-press  to  Dr.  Brown  also.  Dr,  Brown,  acquainting  the  Rus- 
«ian  court  with  his  design  of  complying  with  the  empress' nT 
invitation,  received  an  answer  from  the  minister,  signify-  , 
ing  how  pleased  her  htiperial  majesty  was  with  his  inten- 
tion, and  informing  him,  that  she  had  ordered  to  be  re- 
mitted to  him,  by  her  minister  in  London,  1000/.  in  order 
to  defray  the  expences  of  his  journey.  All  the  letters 
which  passed,  the  plans  which  were  drawn  by  Dr.  Brown, 
and,  in  sliort,  everything  relating  to  this  affair,  maybe 
4seen  at  large  under  his  article  in  the  ^^  Biographia  Britan- 
tiica,"  as  communicated  to  the  author  of  it  by  Dr.  Duma- 
resque. 

In  consequence  of  thd  above  proceedings,  while  he  was 
ardently  preparing  for  his  journey,  and  almost  on  the  point 
of  setting  out  for  St.  Petersburg,  the  gout  and  rhieumatism, 
to  which  he  was  subject,  returned  upon  him  with  violence, 
and  put  a  stop  to  the  affair  for  the  present,  to  his  no  small 
xlisappointment.  This  disappointment  concurring  with  his 
411  state  of  health,  was  followed  by  k  dejection  of  spirits, 
which  terminated  in  his  putting  an  end  to  his  life,,  at  his 
lodgings  in  PalUmall,  Sept.  23,  1766,  in  his  5!st  year. 
He  cut  the  jugular  vein  with  a  razor,  and  died  immediately. 
He  had,  it  seems,  a  constitutional  tendency  to  insanity,  and 
from  his  early  life  had  been  subject  at  times  to  disorders  in 
the  brain,  at  least  to  melancholy  in  its  excess  ;  of  which  he 
used  to  complain  to  his  friends,  and  to  "  express  his  fears, 
^hat  one  time  or  another  some  ready  mischief  might  present 
itself  to  him,  at  a  time  when  he  was  wholly  deprived  of  his 
reason.'*  ^         ' 

Dr.  Brown  was  a  man  of  uncommon  ingenuity,  but  un- 
fortunately tinctured  with  an  undue  degree  of  self-opinion,  - 
and  perhaps  the  bias  of  his  mind  to  insanity  will  assign  this 
best  cause,  as  well  as  form  the  best  excuse,  for  this.     He 
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genius  was  extensive ;  for,  besides  his  being  so  elegant  a 
prose  writer  in  various  kinds  of  composition,  he  was  a  poet, 
a  musician,  and  a  painter.     His  learning  does  not,  how- 
ever, appear  to  have  been  equal  to  his  genius.     His  inven- 
tion was,  indeed,  inexhaustible ;  and  hence  he  was  led  to 
form  magnificent  plans,  the  execution  of  which  required  a 
greater  depth  of  erudition  than  he  was  possessed  of.  In  di- 
vinity, properly  so  called,  as  including  an  extensive  know^ 
ledge  of  the  controverted  points  of  theology,  and  a  critical 
acquaintance  with  the  Scriptures,  he  was  not  deepily  con- 
versant.    All  we  can  gather  from  his  sermons  is,  that  his 
ideas  were  liberal,  and  that  he  did  not  lay  much  stress  on 
the  disputed  doctrines  of  Christianity.     His  temper,  we 
are  told,  was  suspicious,  and  sometimes  threw  him  into  dis- 
agreeable altercations  with  his  ftiends ;  but  this  arose,  in  a 
great  measure,  if  not  entirely,  from  the  constitutional  dis- 
order described  above,  a  very  suspicious  turn  of  mind  be- 
ing one  of  the  surest  prognostics  of  lunacy.     He  has  been 
charged  with' shifting  about  too  speedily,  with  a  view  to 
preferment ;  and  it  was  thought,  that  his  ^^  Thoughts  on 
Civil  Liberty,   Licentiousness,  and  Faction,^'  seemed  to 
have  something  of  this  appearance.     He,  however,  in  that 
performance  endeavoured  to  remove  the  objection,  by  ob- 
serving, that^  if  he  had  indirectly  censured  those  whom  he 
had  foriQerly  applauded,  he  never  was  attached  to  meriy  but 
measures ;  and  that,  if  he  had  questioned  the  conduct  of 
those  only  who.  were  then  out  of  power,  he  had  heretofore 
questioned  their  conduct  with  the  same  freedom,  when  in 
the  fulness  of  their  power.     Upon  the  whole.  Dr.  Brown's 
defects,  which  chiefly  arose  from  a  too  sanguine  tempera- 
ment of  constitution,  were  compensated  by  many  excel- 
lencies and  virtues.     With  respect  to  his  writings,  they 
are  all  of  them  elegant.     Even  those  which  are  of  a  more 
temporary  nature  may  continue  to  be  read  with  pleasure, 
as  containing  i  variety  of  curious  observations ;  and  in  his 
Estimate  are  many  of  those  unsinswerable*  truths  that  can 
never  be  unseasonable  or  unprofitable.  * 

BROWN  (John),  a  Scotch;  artist,  the  son  of  a  gold- 
smith and  watchmaker,  was  born  iu  1752  at  Edinburgh, 
and  was  early  destined  to  take  up  the  profession  of  a  pain^ 
ter.     He  travelled  into  Italy   in  1771,    and  during  the 

1  Biog.  Brit.— Oeot  Mag.  vol  LXI.  and  LXII.— Warburton^s  Letter8>   4t4 
«dU.  p,  86,58,  124,  133,  152,  ;88,  2Q4,  221,  238,  340,  282, 
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course  of  ten  years  residence  there,  the  pencil  an,d  crayon 
were  ever  in  his  hand,  and  the  sublime  thoughts  of  Ra- 
phael and  Michael  Angelo  ever  in  his  imagination.  By 
continual  practice  he  obtained  a  correctness  and  elegance 
of  contour,  rarely  surpassed  by  any  British  artist,  but  he 
unfortunately  neglected  the  mechanism  of  the  pallet  till 
his  taste  was  so  refined  that  Titian,  and  Murillo,  and  Cor- 
feggio  made  his  heart  to  sink  within  him  when  he  touched 
the  canvass.  When  he  attempted  to  lay  in  his  colours, 
the  admirable  correctness  of  his  contour  was  lost,  and  he 
had  not  self-sufficiency  to  persevere  till  it  should  be  re- 
covered in  that  tender  evanescent  outline  which  is  so  dif- 
ficult to  be  attained  even  by  the  most  eminent  painters^ 
At  Rome  he  met  with  sir  William  Young  and  Mr.  Townley  ; 
who,  pleased  with  some  very  beautifql  drawings  done  by 
him  in  pen  and  ink,  took  him  with  them,  as  a  draftsman, 
into  Sicily.  Of  the  antiquities  of  this  celebrated  island  he 
took  several  very  fine  views  in  pen  and  ink,  exquisitely 
finished,  yet  still  preserving  the  character  and  spirit  of  the 
buildings  he  intended  to  represent.  He  returned  some 
years  afterwards  from  Italy  to  his  native  town,  where  he 
was  much  beloved  and  esteemed,  his  conversation  being 
extremely  acute  and  entertaining  on  most  subjects,  but 
peculiarly  so  on  those  of  art ;  and  his  knowledge  of  music 
being  very  great,  and  his  taste  in  it  extremely  just  and 
refined.  Lord  Monboddo  gave  him  a  general  invitation  to 
his  elegant  and  convivial  table,  and  employed  him  in 
making  several  drawings  in  pencil  for  him.  Mr.  Brown, 
however,  in  1786,  came  to  London,  and  was  caressed  by 
scholars  and  men  of  taste  in  that  metropolis,  where  he  was 
very  much  employed  as  a  painter  of  small  portraits  in  black 
lead  pencil,  which  were  always  correctly  drawn,  and  ex- 
hibited, with  a  picturesque  fidelity,  the  features  and  cha« 
racter  of  the  person  who  sat  to  him. 

Mr.  Brown  was  not  only  known  as  an  exquisite  drafts- 
man, he  was  also  a  good  philosopher,  a  sound  scholar,  and 
endowed  with  a  just  and  refined  taste  in  all  the  liberal  and 
polite  arts,  and  a  man  of  consummate  worth  and  integrity. 
Soon  after  his  death  his  *^  Letters  on  the  Poetry  and  Music 
of  the  Italian  Opera,"  12mo,  were  published.  They  were 
originally  written  to  his  friend  lord  Monboddo,  who  wished 
to  have  Mr.  Brown's  opinion  on  those  subjects,  which  have 
so  intimate  a  connection  with  his  work  on  the  Origin  and 
Progress  of  Language  j  and  who  was  so  pleased  with  the 
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Style  and  observations  contained  in  them,  that  he  wrote 
an  introduction,  which  was  publistied  with  them,  in  one 
volume,  12mo,  1789,  for  the  benefit  of  his  widow.  The 
letters,  written  with  great  elegance  and  perspicuity,  are 
certainly  the  production  of  a  strong  and  fervid  mind,  ac- 
quainted with  the  subject ;  aiid  must  be  useful  to  most  of 
the  frequenters  of  the  Italian  opera,  by  enabling  them  to 
iinderstand  the  reasons  on  which  the  pleasure  they  receive 
at  that  musical  performance  is  founded,  a  knowledge  in 
which  they  are  generally  very  deficient.  Not  being  written 
for  publication,  they  have  that  spirit  and  simplicity  which 
every  man  of  genius  diffuses  througl^any  subject  which  he 
communicates  in  confidence,  and  which  he  is  but  too  apt 
to  refine  away  when  he  sits  down  to  compose  a  work  for 
the  public.  Lord  Monboddo,  in  the  fourth  volume  of  the 
Origin  and  Progress  of  Language,  speaking  of  Mr.  Brown^ 
says,  ^^  The  account  that  I  have  given  of  the  Italian  Ian- 
guage  is  taken  from  one  who  resided  above  ten  years  in 
Italy;  and  who,  be^des  understanding  the  language  per* 
fectly,  is  more  learned  in  the  Italian  arts  of  paintings 
sculpture,  music,  and  poetry,  than  any  man  I  ever  met 
with.  His  natural  good  taste  he  has  improved  by  the  study 
of  the  monuments  of  ancient  art,  to  be  seen  at  Rome  and 
Florence;  and  as  beauty  in  all  the  arts  is  pretty  much  the 
same,  consisting  of  grandeur  and  simplicity,  variety,  de- 
corum, and  a  suitableness  to  the  subject,  I  think  be  is  a 
good  judge  of  language,  and  of  writing,  as  well  as  of 
painting,  sculpture,  and  music."  A  very  well- written  cha- 
racter in  Latin,  by  an  advocate  of  Edinburgh,  is  appended 
to  the  Letters.  Mr.  Brown  left  behind  him  several  very 
highly-finished  portraits  in  pencil,  and  many  very  exqui- 
site sketches  in  pencil  and  in  pen  and  ink,  which  he  bad 
taken  of  persons  and  of  places  in  Italy  ;  particularly  a  book 
of  studies  of  heads,  takeii  from  the  life,  an  inestimable 
treasure  to  any  history  painter,  as  a  comoion-place  book 
for  his  pictures,  the  heads  it  contained  being  all  of  them 
Italian  ones,  of  great  expression,  or  of  high  character. 
He  was  so  enraptured  with  his  art,  and  so  assiduous  in  the 
pursuit  of  it,  tbat  he  suffered  no  countenance  of  beauty,  ' 
grace,  dignity,  or  expression,  to  pass  him  unnoticed ;  and 
to  be  enabled  to  possess  merely  a  sketch  for  himself,  of 
any  subject  that  struck  his  fancy,  he  would  make  a  present 
of  a  high-finished  drawiug  to  the  person  who  permitted  his 
l^ead  tQ  be  tak^n  by  hw«    The  characteristics  of  \ih  band 
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were  delicacy,  correctness,  and  taste,  as  the  drawings  he 
made  from  many  of  Mr.  Townley's  best  statues  very  plainly 
evince.  Of  his  mind,,  the  leading  features  were  acuteness, 
liberality,  and  sensibility,  joinea  to  a  character  firm,  vi-^ 
gorous,  and  energetic.  The  last  efforts  of  this  ingenious 
artist  were  employed  in  making  two  very  exquisite  draw- 
ings, the  one  from  Mr^  Townley's  celebrated  bust  of  Ho- 
mer, the  other  from  a  fine  original  bust  of  Pope,  supposed 
to  have  been  the  work  of  Rysbrac.  From  these  drawings 
two  very  beautiful  engravings  have  been  made  by  Mr.  Bar- 
tolozzi  .and  his  pupil  Mr.  Bovi.  After  some  stay  in  Lon- 
don, his  health,  which  had  never  been  robust,  yielded  to 
extraordinary  application,  and  he  was  fbrced  to  try  a  sea- 
voyage,  and  return  on  a  visit  to  Edinburgh,  to  settle  his 
father's  affairs,  who  was  then  dead,  having  been  some  time 
before  in  a  state  of  imbecility.  On  the  passage  from 
London  to  Lbith,  he  was  somehow  neglected  as  he  lay 
sick  on  his  hammock,  and  was  on  the  point  of  death 
when  he  arrived  at  Leith.  With  much  difficulty  he  was 
brought  up  to  Edinburgh,  and  laid  in  the  bed  of  his  friend 
Runciman,  the  artist,  who  had  died  not  long  before  in  the 
sam^  place.  Here  he  died,  Sept.  5,  1787.  His  portrait 
with  Runciman,  disputing  about  a  passage  in  Sbakspeare's 
Tempest,  is  in  the  gallery  at  Dryburgh  abbey.  This  was 
the  joint  production  of  Brown  and  Runciman  before  the 
death,  of  the  latter  in  1784.  ^ 

BROWN  (John),  a  clergyman  of  the  church  of  Sgot- 
land,  who,  long  kept  an  academy  for  the  education  of 
young  men  for  the  ministry  amdng  the  class  called  Se- 
ceders'in  that  country,  was  born  in  1722,  in  a  village 
called  Kerpoo,  in  the  county  of  Perth.  His  parents  died 
when  he  was  very  young,  leaving  him  almost  destitute, 
but  by  some  means  he  contrived  to  obtain  books,  if  not 
regular  education,  and  by  dint  of  perseverance  acquired  a 
considerable  knowledge  of  Latin,  Greek,  and  Hebrew, 
with  which  last  he  was  critically  conversant.  He  could 
also  read  and  translate  the  French,  ItaHan,  German,  Ara- 
bic, Persian,  Syriac,  and  Ethiopic,  but  his  favourite  stu- 
dies were  divinity,  and  history  both  ecclesiastical  and 
civil.  His  principles  being  Calvinistic,  his  reading  was 
much  ponfiued  to  writers  of  that  stamp,  but  he  appears  to 

^  From  ihe  preceding  editton  of  this  Dictionary,  with  addilioDg  from  Dr.  An* 
4erspn*s  «•  Bee,"  vol.  Xy. 


106       .  BROW  N. 

have  studied  every  controversy  in  which  the  church  has 
been  involved,  with  much  attention.  At  what  time  he  was 
ordained,  does  not  appear,  but  his  extensive  learning 
pointed  him  out  to  the  associate  synod,  or  synod  of  se- 
ceders,  as  a  fit  person  to  be  th>eir  professor  of  divinity, 
and  train  up  young  men,  who  had  had  a  previous  educa- 
tion, for  the  office  of  the  ministry  within  their  pale.  His 
residence  was  at  Haddington,  where  he  was  preacher  to  a 
numerous  congregation  of  the  seceders.  At  one  time  he 
received  a  pressing  invitation  from  the  Dutch  church  in 
the  province  of  New  York,  to  be  their  tutor  in  divinity, 
which  he  declined.  He  died  June  19,  1787.  His  princi- 
pal works  are,  1.  An  edition  of  the  Bible,  called  "The 
Self-interpreting  Bible,'*  from  its  marginal  references, 
which  are  far  more  copious  than  in  any  other  edition,  Lon- 
don, 1791, 2  vols.  4to,  and  since  reprinted.  2.  '*  Dictionary 
of  the  Bible,  on  the  plan  of  Calnrtet,  but  principally  adapted 
to  common  readers;  often  reprinted,  2  vols.  8vo.  3.  *'Ex* 
plication  of  Scripture  Metaphors,"  }2mo.  4.  "  History  of 
the  Seceders,"  eighth  edition,  1802,  12mo.  5.  "The 
Christian  Student  and  Pastor,"  1781,  an  abridgment  of  the 
Lives  of  Pious  Men.  6.  "  Letters  on  the  Government  of 
the  Christian  Church."  7.  "  General  History  of  the 
Church,"  1771,  2  vols.  l2mo,  a  very  useful  compendium 
of  church  history,  partly  on  the  plan  of  Mosheim,  or 
perhaps  rather  of  Lampe.  After  his  death  appeared  a  vo- 
lume entitled  "  Select  Remains,"  with  some  account  of 
his  life.  * 

BROWN  (John),  M.  D.  author  of  what  has  been  called 
the  Brunonian  system  in  medicine,  was  born  in  the  parish 
of  Buncle,  in  the  county  of  Berwick,  in  the  year  1735,  of 
parents  in  a  mean  situation  in  life,  but,  in  common  with 
the  children  of  other  villagers  in  Scotland,  he  received  his 
education  at  a  grammar-school.  As  his  mind  was  much 
above  the  rank  he  was  born  in,  his  progress  in  literature 
was  proportionably  superior  to  the  rest  of  his  school- fel- 
lows. He  there  imbibed  a  taste  for  letters,  so  that  when 
he  was  afterwards  put  apprentice  to  a  weaver,  instead  of 
attending  to  his  business,  his  whole  mind  was  bent  on  pro- 
curing books,  which  he  read  with  great  eagerness.  Find- 
ing this  disposition  could  not  be  conquered,  his  fath^^r 
took  him  from  the  loom,  and  sent  him  to  the  grammar- 

1  Select  Remains,  &c. 
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school  at  Dunse,  where,  under  the  tuition  of  Mr.  Cruick*- 
shaoks,  he  made  such  progress  that  he^was  soon  reg^ded 
as  a  prodigy.     He  read  all  the  Latin  classics  with  the 
greatest  facility,  and  was  oo  mean  proficient  in  the  know- 
ledge of  the  Greek  language.     <^  His  habits,^'  we  are  told, 
<<  were  sober,   he  was  of  a  religious  turn,   and  was  so 
strongly  attached  to  the  sect  of  Seceders,  or  Whigs  as  they 
^re  called  in  Scotland,  in  which  he  had  been  bred,  that  he 
would  have  thought  his  salvation  hazarded,  if  he  had  at- 
tended the  meetings  of  the  established  church.    He  aspired 
to  be  a  preacher  of  a  purer  religion.'*     An  accident,  how- 
ever, disgusted  him  with  this  society,  before  he  was  of  an 
age  to  be  chosen  a  pastor,  for  which  it  appears  he  was  in- 
tended.    Having  been  prevailed  on  by  some  of  his  school- 
fellows to  attend  divine  service  at  the  parish  church  of 
Dunse,  he  was  summoned  before  the  session  of  the  se- 
ceding congregation  to  answer  for  tliis  offence ;  but  his 
high  spirit  not  brooking  to  make  an  apology,  to  avoid  the 
censures  of  his  brethren,  and  the  ignominy  of  being  ex- 
pelled their  community,  he  abdicated  his  principles,  and 
professed  himself  a  member  of  the   established  church. 
As  his   talents  for  literature  were    well  known,   he   was 
taken,  at  the  age  of  twenty,  to  the  house  of  a  gentleman 
in  the  neighbourhood  of  Dunse,  as  tutor  to  his  son.     Here 
he  did  not  long  reside,  but  went  the  same  year,  1755,  to 
Edinburgh,  where  he  applied  to  the  study  of  divinity,  in 
^  which  be  proceeded  so  far  as  to  deliver,  in  the  public  hall, 
a  discourse  upon  a  prescribed  portion  of  scripture,  the 
usual  step  preliminary  to  ordination.     But  here  his  theo- 
logical studies  appear  to  have  ended,  and  he  suddenly  left 
Edinburgh,  returned  to  Dunse,  and  officiated  as  an  usher 
in  the  school  where  he  had  been  educated.     He  now  ex- 
hibited himself  as  a  free-liver  and  free-thinker,   his  dis- 
course and  manners  being  equally  licentious  and  irregular, 
which  accounts  for  his  dereliction  of  the  study  of  theology. 
At  Dunse  he  continued  about  a  year.     During  this  time, 
a  vacancy  happening  in  one  of  the  classes  in  the  high 
school  at  Edinburgh,  Brown  appeared  as  a  candidate,  but 
was  not  successful.     Soon  after  he  was  applied  to  by  a 
student  in  medicine,  at  Edinburgh,  to  put  his  inaugural 
thesis  into  Latin.     This  he  performed  in  so  superior  a 
manner,  that  it  gained  him  great  reputation ;  it  opened  to 
him  a  path  which  he  had  not  probably  before  thought  of, 
for  turning  his  erudition  to  profit.     On  the  strength  of  the 
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•character  procured  him  by  this  performance,  be  returned 
to  Edinburgh,  an^  determined  to  apply  to  the  study  of 
medicine.  "  He  had  now,"  he  said,  "  discovered  his 
strength,  and  was  ambitious  of  riding  in  his  carriage  as  a 
physician."  At.  the  opening  of  the  session  he  addressed 
Latin  letters  to  each  of  the  professors,  who  readily  gave 
him  tickets  of  admission  to  their  lectured,  which  he  attended 
diligehtly  for  several  years  ;  in  the  interim,  teaching  Latin 
to  such  of  the  pupils  as  applied,  and  assisting  thiem  in 
writing  their  theses,  or  turning  them  into  Latin.  The 
price,  whto  he  composed  the  thesis,  was  ten  gainea« ; 
when  he  translated  their  compositions  into  Latin,  five.  If 
he  had  been  now  prudent,  or  had  not  indulged  in  the  most 
^iestructive  excesses,  he  might,  it  is  probable,  in  a  few 
years,  have  attained  the  eminence  he  promised  himself; 
but  he  marred  all  by  his  intemperance.  In  no  long  time 
after  this,  his  constitution,  which  had  beea  hardy  and  ro- 
bust, became  debilitated,  and  he  had  the  face  arid  appear- 
ance of  a  worn-out  debauchee.  His  bad  habits  had  not, 
however,  prevented  his  getting  the  friendship  or  assistance 
of  Dr.  Cullen,  who,  desirous  of  availing  himself  of  his 
talents,  employed  him  as  a  tutor  to  his  sons,^and  made 
use  of  him  as  an  assistant  in  his  lectures  ;  Brown  repeating 
to  his  pupils  in  the  evening,  the  lecture  they  had  begird  in 
the  morning,  and  explaining  to  them  such  parts  as  were 
abstruse  and  difEcult.  In  1765  he  married,  and  took  a 
house,  which  was  soon  filled  with  boardei*s  ;  but,  conti- 
nuing his  improvident  course,  he  became  a  bankrupt  at  the 
^nd  of  three  or  four  years.  He  now  became  a  candidate 
for  one  of  the  medical  chairs,  but  failed  ;  and  as  he  attri- 
buted his  missing  tliis  promotion  to  Dr.  Cullen,  he  very  un- 
advisedlv  broke  off  his  connection  with  him,  and  became  the 
declared  enemy  to  him  and  his  system  ;  which  he  had  always 
before  strenuously  defended.  This  probably  determined  him 
to  form  a  new  system  of  medicine, "doubtless  meaning  to  an- 
nihilate that  of  his  former  patron.  As  he  had  read  but  few 
medical  books^  and  was  but  little  versed  in  practice,  his 
theory  must  have  been  rather  the  result  of  contemplation 
than  of  experience.  That  in  forming  it,  he  was  influenced 
by  his  attachment  to  spirituous  liquors,  seems  probable 
from  internal  evidence,  and  from  the  effects  he  attributed 
to  them  of  diminishing  the  number  as  well  as  the  severity 
of  the  fits  of  the  gout,  under  which  he  suffered.  He  always 
found  them  more  severe  and  frec^uent,   he  s^ys,    when 
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he  lived  abstemiously.  One  of  his  pupils-  informed  Dr; 
Beddoes,  "  that  he  was  used,  before  he  began  to  read  hi-s 
lecture,  to  take  fifty  drops  of  laudanum  in  a  glass  of 
whisky ;  repeating  the  dose  four  or  five  times  during  the 
lecture.  Between  the  effects  of  these  stimulants,  and 
voluntary  exertion^s,  he  soon  waxed  warm,  and  by  degrees 
his  imagination  was  exalted  into  phrenzy.*'  His  intention 
seems  to  have  been  to  simplify  medicine,  and  to  render 
the  knowledge  of  it  easily  attainable,  without  the*  labour 
of  studying  other  authors.  All  general  or  universal  dis- 
eases were  therefore  reduced  by  him  to  two  great  families 
or  classes,  the  sthenic  and  the  asthenic ;  the  former  de- 
pending upon  excess,  the  latter  upon  deficiency  of  ex- 
citing power.  The  former  were  to  be  removed  by  debili- 
tating, the  latter  by  stimulant  medicines,  of  which*  the 
Most  valuable  aud'  powerful  are  win^,  brandy,  and  opium« 
As  asthenic  diseases  are  more  numerous,  and  occur  much 
more  frequently  than  those  from  an  opposite  cause,  his 
opportunities  of  calling  in  the  aid  of  these  powerful  stimuli 
were  proportionately  numerous.  ^  **  Spasmodic  and  con- 
vulsive disorders,  and  even  hemorrhages,"  he  says,  **  were 
found  to  proceed  from  debility ;  and  wine,  and  brandy, 
which  had  been  thought  hurtful  in  these  diseases,  he  found 
the  most  powerful  of  all  remedies  in  removing  them.'* 
When  he  had  completed  his  plan,  he  published  his  theory 
or  system,  under  the  title  of  "  Elementa  Medicinae,"  from 
his  preface  to  whiqh  the  preceding  quotations  have  been 
principally  taken.  Though  he  had  been  eleven'  or  twelve 
years  at  Edinburgh,  he  had  not  taken  his  degree  of  doctor; 
and  as  he  was  now  at  variance  with  all  the  medical  pro- 
fessors, not  thinking  it  prudent  to  offer  himself  there,  he 
went  to  St.  Andrew's,  where  he  was  readily  admitted  to 
that  honour.  He  now  commenced  public  teacher  of  me- 
dicine, making  his  "  Elementa"  his  text  book ;  and  con- 
vinced, as  it  seems,  of  the  soundness  of  his  doctrine,  he 
exu kingly  demands  (preface  to  a  new  edition  of  the  trans- 
lation of  his  "  Elementa,"  by  Dr.  Beddoes),  whether  the 
medical  art,  hitherto  conjectural,  incoherent,  and  in  the 
great  body  of  its  doctrines  false,  was  not  at  last  reduced  to 
a  science  of  demonstration,  which  might  be  called  the- 
science  of  life  ?  His  method  in  giving  his  lectures  was,  first 
to  translate  the  text  book,  sentence  by  sentence,  and  then 
to  expatiate  upon  the  passage.  The  novelty  of  the  doc- 
trine procured  him  at  first  a  pretty  numerous  class  of  pupils; 
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but  as  be  was  irregular  in  liis  attendance,  and  bis  habits 
of  drinking  increased  upon  him,  they  were  soon  reduced 
in  nu9iber,  and  be  became  so  involved  in  his  circum- 
stances, that  it  became  necessary  for  him  to  quit  Edin- 
burgh ;  he  therefore  came  to  London  in  the  autumn  of  the 
year  1786.  Here,  for  a  time,  he  was  received  with  fa- 
vour, but  his  in*egularities  in  living  increasing  upon  him, 
he  came  to  his  lodgings,  in  the  evening  of  the  8th  of  Oc- 
tober, in  1788,  intoxicated,  and  taking,  as  it  was  his 
custom,  a  large  dose  of  laudanum,  he  died  in  the  course 
of  the  night,  before  he  had  entered  on  his  career  of  lec- 
turing, for  which  he  was  making  preparations.  He  had 
the  preceding  year  published  "  Observations  on  the  Old 
Systems  of  Physic,'*  as  a  prelude  to  the  introduction  of  his 
own  ;  but  it  was  little  noticed.  His  opinions  have,  how- 
ever, met  with  patrons  in  Germany  and  Italy,  as  well  as 
in  this  country,  and  several  volumes  have  been  written  on 
the  subject  of  them  ;  but  they  are  now  pretty  generally, 
and  deservedly,  abandoned. 

In  1796,  Dr.  Beddoes  published  an  edition  of  "The 
Elements  of  Medicine  of  John  Brown,  M.  D."  for  the  benefit 
of  his  family,  with  a  biographical  preface,  from  which  tbe 
above  account  was  taken  by  a  learned  gentleman  for  the 
Cyclopaedia.  Perhaps  from  the  same  mat^frials,  a  more 
favourable  colouring  might  be  given,  and  has  been  given 
in  Dr.  Gleig's  Supplement  to  the  Encycl.  Britannica,  but 
we  question  if  any  account  can  be  given  more  consistent 
with  truth.  * 

BROWN  (Lancelot),  an  eminent  horticulturist,  and, 
from  a  word  often  employed  by  him  in  laying  out  gardens, 
called  Capability  "Rxovfu  *,  was  born  at  Kirkharle,  in  North- 
umberland, Aug.  1715.  Of  his  education  we  have  no  ac- 
count, but  he  came  early  in  life  to  the  metropolis,  and  was 
employed  by  lord  Cobhani  in  improving  the  grounds  at 
Stowe;  and  afterwards  at  Richmond,  Blenheim,  Luton, 
Wimbledon,  Nuneham,  &c.  where  he  improved  orna- 
mental gardening  in  a  very  high  degree,  and  approached 
more  nearly  to  nature  than  his  predecessors.  In  these 
operations  he  frequently  discovered  a  very  highly  culti- 
vated taste,  and  may  be  said  to  have  led  the  fashion  in 

*  There  was  another  gardea -surveyor  of  the  same  name,  and  a  contempo- 
rary, who  by  way  of  distinction  wa«  called  Sense  firown. 

^  BeJdoeft'  edit,  as  above.— Rees's  Cyclopedia. 
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horticulture  for  nearly  half  a  century.  He  associated  aUo 
with  familiarity  with  many  of  his  noble  and  opulent  em- 
ployers, and  realized  a  handsome  fortune.  In  1770  be 
served  the  office  of  high  sheriff  for  the  counties  of  Hun* 
tingdon  and  Cambridge.  He  died  suddenly  in  Hertford* 
street,  May-fair,  Feb.  6,  1783,  beiug  at  that  time  head 
gardener  to  his  majesty,  at  Hampton-court.  ^ 

BROWN  (Robert),  an  English  divine  of  the  sixteenth 
and  beginning  of  the  seventeenth  century,  from  whom  the 
sect  of  the  Brownists  derived  its  name,  was  descended  of 
an  ancient  and  worshipful  family,  says  Fuller,  (one  whereof 
founded  a  fair  hospital  in  Stamford),  and  was  nearly  allied 
to  the  lord-treasurer  Cecil.  He  was  the  son  of  Anthony 
Brown,  of  Tolthorp,  in  Rutlandshire,  esq.  (though  bora 
at  Northampton,  according  to  Mr.  Collier),  and  grandson 
of  Francis  Brown,  whom  king  Henry  VIII.  in  the  eigh- 
teenth year  of  his  reign,  privileged  by  charter^  to  wear 
his  cap  in  the  presence  of  himself,  his  heirs,  or  any  of  his 
nobles^  and  not  to  uncover  but  at  his  own  pleasure  ; 
which  charter  was  confirmed  by  actof  parliament.  Robert 
Brown  studied  divinity  at  Cambridge,  in  Corpus  Christi 
college,  and  was  afterwards  a  schoolmaster  in  South-* 
wark.  He  was  soon  discovered  by  Dr.  Still,  master  of 
Trinity-collegp,  to  have  somewhat  extraordinary  in  him 
that  would  prove  a  great  disturbance  to  the  church.  Browa 
soon  verified  what  the  doctor  foretold,  for  he  not  only  .im- 
bibed Cartwright^s  opinions,  but  resolved  to  refine  upon 
his  scheme,  and  to  produce  something  more  perfect  of  his 
own.  Accordingly,  about  the  year  1580,  he  began  to  in- 
veigh openly  against  the  discipline  and  ceremonies  pf  thef 
church  of  England,  and  soon  shewed  that  he  intended  to 
go  much  farther  than  Cartvvright  had  ever  done.  In  his 
discourses  the  church  government  was  antichristian;  her 
sacraments  clogged  with  superstition;  the  liturgy  had  a 
mixture  of  Popery  and  Paganism  in  it ;  and  the  mission  of 
the  clergy  was  no  better  than  that  of  Baal^s  priests  in  the 
Old  Testament.  He  first  preached  at  Norwich,  in  1581, 
where  the  Dutch  having  a  numerous  congregation,  many 
of  them  inclined  to  Anabaptism  ^  and,  therefore,  being  the 
more  disposed  to  entertain  any  new  resembling  opinion, 
be  made  his  first  essay  upon  them  >  and  having  made  some 
progress,  and  raised  a  character  for  zeal  and  sanctity,  he 

1  Gent.  Mag.  fcc. 
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then  began  to  infect  his  own  countrymen  ;  for  which  p\\t* 
pose  he  called  in  the  assistance  of  one  Richard  Harrison^  si 
country  schoolmaster,  and  they  formed  churches  out  of 
both  iKitions,  but  mostly  of  the  English.  He  instructed 
bis  audience  that  the  church  of  England  was  no  true 
church  ;,  that  there  was  little  of  Christ's  institution  in  the 
public  ministrations,  and  that  all  good  Christians  were  • 
obliged  to  separate  from  those  inopure  assemblies ;  that 
.  their  only  way  was  to  join  him  and  bis  disciples,  among 
whom  all  was  ptire  and  unexceptionable,  evidently  in- 
spired by  the  Spirit  of  God,  and  refined  from  all  alloy  and 
prophanation.  These  discourses  prevailed  on  the  audi- 
ence; arid  his  disciples,  now  called  Brownists,  formed  a 
society,  and  made  a  total  defection  from  the  church,  re- 
fusing to  join  any  congregation  in  any  public  office  of 
worship.  Brown  being  convened  before  Dr.  Freake,  bishop 
of  Norwich,  and  other  ecclesiastical  commissioners,  he 
maintained  his  schism,  to  justify  which  he  had  also  written 
a  book,  and  behaved  rudely  to  the  court,  on  which  he  was 
committed  to  the  custody  of  the  sheriff  of  Norwich ;  but 
his  relation,  the  lord  treasurer  Burghley,  imputing  his 
error  and  obstinacy  to  zeal,  rather  than  malice,  interceded 
to  have  him  charitably  persuaded  out  of  his  opinions,  and 
released.  T6  this  end  he  wrote  a  letter  to  ,the  bishop  of 
Norwich,  which  procured  his  enlargement.  After  this, 
his  lordship  ordered  Brown  up  to  London,  and  recom- 
mended him  to  archbishop  Whitgift  for  his  instruction  and 
counsel,  in  order  to  his  amendment ;  but  Brown  left  the  ^ 
kingdom,  and  settled  at  Middleburgh  in  Zealand,  where 
he  and.  his  followers  obtained  leave  of  the  states  to  form  a 
church  according  to  their  own  model,  which  was  drawn  in 
a  book  published  by  Brown  at  Middleburgh  in  1^82,  and 
called  "  A  treatise  of  Reformation,  without  staying  for  any 
man."  How  long  he  remained  at  Middleburgh,  is  not 
precisely  known ;  but  he  was  in  England  in  1585,  when 
he  was  cited  to  appear  before  archbishop  Whitgift,  to 
answer  to  certain  matters  contained  in  a  book  published  by 
him,  but  what  this  was,  we  are  not  informed.  The  arch- 
bishop, however,  by  force  of  reasoning,  brought  Brown 
at  last  to  a  tolerable  compliance  with  the  church  of  Eng- 
land ;  and  having  dismissed  him,  the  lord  treasurer  Burgh- 
ley sent  him  to  his  father  in  the  country,  with  a  letter  ta 
recommend  him  to  bis  favour  and  counteitance,  but  froo^ 
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fttt»tber  \met  of  tbelord  treasuret'i^  \f&ledn  that  Bfown!! 
errors  bad  sunk  so  deep  as  not  to  b^  so  easily  rooted  oat  ail 
was  imagined';  and  that  he  soon  r^i^sed  into  bis  former  opi- 
nionsj  and  shewed  himself  Ho  incorrigible^  that  his  good  old 
father  resolved  to  own  him  for  his  son  no  longer  than  bis  soft 
owned  the  church  of  England  for  bis  mother ;  and  Brown 
chusing  rather  to  part  with  bis  aged  sire  than  his  new  schism^ 
he  was  discharged  thB  family.  When  gentleness  was  ibiind 
ineffectual,  severity  was  next  practised  f  'and  Brown^  aftef 
wandering  up  and  down,  and  cfnduring  great  hardships,  at 
length  went  to  live  at  Northampton^  where,  industriously 
labouring  to  promote  bis  sect,  Lindsell^  bishop  of  Peterbo-^ 
rough,  sent  hini  a  citation  to  come  before  bfan,  which  Browri 
refused  to  obey ;  for  which  contempt  he  was .  excommnni-' 
cated.  This  proved  the  means  of  hisr  reformation  ;  for  he  watf 
so  deeply  affected  with  the  scAedmity  of  this  Censure,  that 
he  made  his  submission^  moved  for  absolution,  and  received 
it ;  and  from  that  time  continued  in  the  communion  of  the 
church,  though  it  was  not  in  hb  power  to  close  the  chasm, 
or  heal  the  wound  he  had  made  in  it.  It  was  towards  thd 
year  1590  that  Brown  renounced  his  principles  of  separa^ 
tion,  and  was  soon  after  preferred  to  the  rectory  of 
Achurch,  near  Thrapston  in  Northamptonshire.  FuUet 
does  not  believe  that  Brown  ever  formally  recanted  big 
opinions,  either  by  word  or  writing/  as^  the  main  pointy 
of  his  doctrine ;  but  that  his  promise  of  a  general  compli- 
mnce  with  the  church  of  England^  improved  by  th^  conn-' 
tenance  of  his  patron  and  kinsman,  the  earl  of  Exeter,  pre-' 
vailed  upon  the  archbishop,  and  procured  this  extraor*' 
dinary  favoui-  for  him.  He  adds,^  that  Brown  allowed  a 
salary  for  one  to  discharge  his  cure;  and  though  he  op* 
posed  his  parishioners  in  judgment^  yet  agreed  in  taking 
their  tithes.  He  was  a  man  of  good  parts  and  soise  learn- 
ing, but  was  imperious  and  qncontroulable ;  and  so  far 
from  the  Sabbatarian  strictness  afterwards  espoused  by 
some  of  his  followers^  that  he  led  an  idle  and  dissolute  life. 
In  a  word,  says  Fuller,  he  had  a  wife  with  whom  he  nevei^ 
lived,  and  a  church  in  which  he  never  preached,  though 
he  received  the  profits  thereof :  and  as  all  the  other  scenes 
of  his  life  were  stormy  and  turbulent,  so  was  his  end  :  foi^ 
the  constable  of  his  parish  requiring,  soitfe'wbat  roughlyf 
the  payment  of  certain  rates,  his  passion  mov6d  him  to 
blows,  of  which  the  constable  complaining  to  justice  Stj 
John,  he  rather  inclined  to  pity  Uiaiv  punish  hini  bnf 
Voi.  VII.  I 
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Brovm  heluivftd  with  10  miich  intoleoAei  tkit  Iw  vmB  iMi 
to  Northmpton  giol  on  a  featber-bsd  id  s  cutt  being 
v0ty  infinni  Md-  a^ed  above  eighty  yeati»  wbete  be  soon 
after  ti<;ketied  and  died,  anno  1630,  after  boaatang,  ^  That 
he  bad  been  oooii»itted  to  thirty->two  piiaonsi  in  some  of 
which  he  conld  not  iee  bis  band  at  nooo«day/'  He  was 
buried  in  bis  cfanrch  of  Acburch  in  Northamptonsbiife.   . 

Those  who  are  acquainted  with  the  tenets  and  practices 
of  some  modem  sects^  will  eanlv  recognize  in  Brown  their 
founder.  The  Brownists  ei^oaUv  condemned  episcopacy 
and  presbytery,  as  to  the  jurisdiction  of  consistoriesi 
classes,  and  synods;  andj would  not  join  with  any  other  re-* 
formed  church,  because  they  were  not  sufficiently  assured 
of  the  sanctity  and  probity,  of  its  members^  holding  it  an 
impiety  to  communicate  with  sinners.  Their  foim  of 
church-government  was  democratical.  Such  as  desired  to 
be  members  of  their  church  made  a  confession  of  thek 
faith,  and  signed  a  covenant  obliging  themselves  to  walk 
together  in,  the  order  of  the  gospel.  The  whole  power  of 
admitting  and  excluding  membersi  with  the  decision  of  aU 
controversies,  was  lodged  in  the  brotheriiood.  Their 
church  officers  for  preaching  the  word,  and  tskiag  care  of 
the  poor,  were  chosen  from  among  themselves,  and  sepa* 
lated  to  their  several  offices  by  festing,  prayer,  and  ior* 
position  of  hands  from  some  of  the  brethren.  They  did 
not  allow  the  priesthood  to  be  any  distinct  order,  or  ta 
give  ^y  indelible  character ;  but  as  the  vote  of  the  brother* 
hood  made  a  man  a  minister,  and  gave  authority  to  preach 
the  word  and  administer  the  sacraments  among  them ;  so 
the  same  power  could  discharge  him  from  his  office,  and 
veduce  him  to  a  mere  layman  again.  As  they  maintained 
the  bounds  of  a  church  to  be  no  greater  than  what  would 
G<mtaan  as  many  as  could  meet  together  in  one  place,  and 
join  in  one  communion,  so  jshe  power'  of  their  officers  was 
preseribed  within  the  same  limits.  The  minister  or  pastor 
of  a  church  could  not  administer  the  eucharist  or  baptism 
to  the  children  of  any  but  those  of  his' own  society.  A  lay 
brother  was  allowed  the  liberty  of  giving  a  word  of  ^%hor^ 
tation  to  the  people;  and  it  was  usual  for  some  of  them, 
after  sermon,  to  ask  questions,  and  reason  upon  the  doc«' 
irines  that  had  been  preached.  Until  the  civil  w»r,  they 
were  much  discouraged  in  England ;  but  upon  the  ruin  of 
episcopacy,  they  quitted  Holland,  and  came  over  lo  England, 
where  they  began  to  form  churches  on  their  peculiar 
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ttio4eL  *1%ye  Presbyterians  complained  of  ikk  'ifHaft  en^ 
treaehmeDty  and  insisted  tliat  the  Ind^peodeHts  should 
come  under  the  Scotch  regulation;  This  the  latter  refused 
tu  comply  witb^  and  continued  a  distinct  sect,  or  faction  ) 
and,  during  the  civil  warsj  became  the  most  powerful 
party;  and  getting  to  tiie  head  of  afifisirs,  most  of  the 
other  sectSj  which  were  averse  to  the  Church  of  England^ 
joined  with  them,  and  all  of  them  yielded  to  lose  their 
fermer  names,  in  the  general  one  of  Iiidepeitdehts. 

^The  chief  of  Brown^s  works  is  a  small  thiii  Quarto,  printed 
lit  Middleburgb  in  1 5S2i  containing  three  pieces.  The  title 
of  the  first  is>  **  A  Treatise  of  Reformation  without  tarrying 
for  any^  and  of  .the  wickedness  of  those  preachers  who  will 
not  reform  themselves  tad  their  char^re,  because  they  will 
tarry&dll  the  magistrate  command  and  compel  them.  By 
me^  Robert  Browh.^'  <*  A  Treatise  upon  the'  23d  chapter 
ttf  St  Matthew,  both  for  an  order  of  studying  and  hand^ 
liiig  the  scriptures,  and  also  for  avoiding  the  popish  disor- 
ders, and  ungodly  commnnion  of  all  false  Christians,  and 
especially  of  wicked  preachers  and  hirelings/^  The  title 
of  jbbe  third  piece  is^  **  A  book  which  sheweth  the  life  and 
manners  of  all  true  Christians,  and  how  unlike  they  are  unto 
Turks  and  papists,  and  heathen  folk.  Also  the  points  and 
parts  of  all  divinity,  that  is^  of  the  revealed  will  and  word 
of  God,  are  declared  by  their  several  definitions  and  divi* 
sions.''^ 

BROWN  (Thomas),  of  facetious  memory,  as  Mr.  Ad-^ 
.  dison  says  of  him,  was  the  son  of  a  considerable  farmer  of 
Shiffoal  in  Shrc^shire>  and  educated  at  Newport*scbool  in 
that  county  \  from  whence  he  was  removed  to  Christ*^ 
ehnrch  in  Oxford^  where  be  soon  distinguished  himself  by 
his  uncommon  attainments  in  literature*  He  had  great 
parts  and  quickness  of  apprehension,  nor  does  4t  appeal 
that  he  was  wanting  in  application ;  for  we  are  told,  that 
he  was  Very  well  skilled  in  the  Latin,  Greek,  French, 
Italian,  and  Spanish  languages,  even  before  be  was  sent  to 
Oiiford.  The  irregularities  of  his  life  did  not  suffer  him 
however  to  continue  long  at  the  university ;  but  whetl 
obliged  to  quit  it,  instead  of  returning  home  to  his  fatheri 
he  formed  a  scheoae  of  going  to  London,  in  hopes  of  mak^ 
ing  his  fortune  some  way  or  other  there.  This  scheme  did 
notaaswer.     He  was  vety  soon  in  danger  of  starving ;  upon 

^  Biog.    Bfit— Fuller*!    and  Coliier^s  Eccl.  Histories.— Mosheim't  dUto,«^ 
l^al't  PuriUtti.-^Stryp(;'f  Parkcri  p.  326.— Strype't  Wbitgifti  pi  3Ui 
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which  he  ina^a  interest  to  "^  schoolmaster  of  Kingitditi 
upon  Thames,  in  which  pursuit  he  succeeded     But  tUs 
was  a  profession  very  unsuitable  to  a  man  of  Mr.  Browu!s 
turn,  and  a  situation  that  must  needs  have  been  extremely 
disagreeable  to  him;   and  therefore  we  cannot  wonder, 
that  he  soon  quitted  his  school,  and  weut  again  to  London; 
where  findimg  bis  old  companions  more  delighted  with  his 
humour,  than  ready  to  relieve  his  necessities,  he  had  re« 
course  to  his  pen,  and  became  an  author,  and  partly  a  ll-» 
beller,  by  profession.     He  published  a  great  variety  of 
pieces,  under  the  names  of  dialogues,  letters,  poems,  &C4 
in  all  which  he  discovered  no  small  eruditiouj  and  a  vast 
and  exuberant  vein  of  humour :  for  he  was  in  bis  writings, 
as  in  bis  conversation,  always  lively  and  facetious.     In  rae 
mean  time  he  made  no  other  advantage  of  tliese  produc-- 
lions,  than  what  he  derived  from  the  booksellers;   for 
though  they  raised  his  reputation,  and  made  his  company 
sought  after,  yet  as  he  possessed  less  of  the  gentlemau 
than  wits  usually  do,  and  more  of  the  scholar,  so  he  was 
not  apt  to  choose  his  acquaintance  by  interest,  but  was 
more  solicitous  to  be  recommended  to  the  ingenious  who 
might  admire,  than  to  the  great  who  might  relieve   bl'm. 
An  anonymous  author,  who  has  given  the  world  some  ac- 
count of  Mr.  Brown,  says,  that  though  a  good-natui^ 
man,  he  had  one  pernicious  quality,  which  was,  rather  to- 
lose  his  friend  than  bis  joke.     He  had  a  particular  genius 
'for  sf^tire^  and  dealt  it  out  liberaliy-  whenever  he  could  find 
occasion.    He  is  famed  f6r  being  the  author  of  a  libeli 
fixed  one  Sunday  morning  on  the  doors  of  Westminster^' 
abbey ;  and  of  many  others  against  the  clergy  aiid  quality. 
He  lised  to  treat  religion  very  lightly,  and  woirid  ofkeA 
yay,  that  he  iiiMierstoOd  the  world  better,  than  to  have  the 
iolpiitatioti  of  rifijliteouSneto  laid  to  bis  charge,  yet,  upmi 
the  approach  of  death,  his  heart  mbgave  him^  a^  'if  all  was 
not  rignt  within,  and  he  began  to  express  senttmefits  of 
remorse  for  his  past  life. 

Towards  the  latter  end  of  Brown*s  life,  we  are  informed 
%y  Mr.  Jacob,  thai  be  was  in  favour  with  the  earl  of  Dor- 
set, who  invited  binf  to  dinner  on  a  Christmas-^ay,  with 
'DrydeUi  ttnd  some  other  men  of  genius;  when  Brown;  ta 
Ills  agreeable  surprise^  found  a  bank  note  of  50/.  under  his 
plate;  and  Dtyden  at  the  same  time  was  presented  with 
another  of  100/.  Brown  died  in  1704,  and  was  interred 
in  die  cloister  of  Westiiupster*abbeyr  neDu:  the,  te^iains  of 
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Mn.  Bftbii^  with  whott  ho  wiuf  i9$iiiM^te4i9.  UsJife<4inie. 

His  whole  works  were  printed  in  ITOti  connflUiig  ^f  dia- 

Ipg^es,  ettsaya,  declaniations,-  Batires,  letters  fronitlie  d^ad 

to  the  living,  translations^  amusements,  .&c.  in  4  vols.  Muoh 

huiDour  and  not  a  little  learning  are,  us, we  have  alreadj 

.observed^   scattered  every  where  throughout  them,  but 

they  are  totally  destitute  of  delicacy,  and  have  not  been 

•feprinted  for  many  years.     Dr.  Johnson,  in  his  Life  of 

Dry  den,  very  justly  says  that  ^*  Brown  was  not  a  man  de* 

vficlent  in  literature,  nor  destitute  of  fancy ;  but  he  seems  to 

have  thought  it  the  pinnacle  of  e;Kcellence  to  be  a  ^  merry 

fallow;'  and  therefore  laid  out  his  powers  upon  small  jests 

or  gross  buffoonery,  so  that  his  performances  have  little 

"iotriusic.value»  and  were  read  only  while  they  were  recom* 

-^msitded  by  the^  novelty  of  the  event  that  occasioned  them. 

'^What  sense  or  knowledge  his  works  contain  is  disgraced 

by  the  garb  in  which  it  is  exhibited*** ' 

BROWN  (Ulyss£S  Maximiuak  de),  a  celebrated  gene- 
nl  of  the  eighteenth  century,  was  the  son  of  Ulysses,  baron 
dm  Brown,  colonel  of  a  regiment  of  cuirassiera  in  the  ser* 
vtee  of  the  emperors  Leopold  and  Joseph,  created  in 
\1 1 6,  by  the  emperor  Charles  VL  a  count  of  the  holy  Ro- 
iwn  empire,  hi^  younger  brother  George  receiving  the 
Ifike.  dignity  at  the  same  time,  who  was  general  of  foot, 
counsellor  of  war^  and  a  colonel  of  a  regiment  of  infantry, 
under  Charley  VI.  '■  They  were  of  an  ancient  and  noble 
j&mily  in  Ireland*  :The  subject  of  the  present  memoir 
wa4  bom  at  Basle,  Oct  24,  1705.  After  having  pussed 
tbfongh  ibe  Iiessona  of  a  school  at  Limeri<;k  in  Iceland,  he 
was  called  to  Hungary  at  ten  years  of  age,  by  count 
George  de  Brown,  his  uncle,  and  was  present  at  the  !«'• 
asous  siege  of  Belgrade  in  1717;  about  the  close  of  th^ 
year  1723,  be  became  captain  in  his  uncle^s  regiment^  and 
tbenlieutenantrcolonel  in  1725.  He  went  to  uie  island  of 
Corsina  m  1730,  with  a  battalion  of  his  regiment,  and  oon* 
tributi^d  greatly  to  the  capture  of  CaUansana,  where  he 
received  a  wqqnd  of  some  consequence  in  his  thigh.  .  He 
waa  appointed  chamberiain  to  the  emperor  in  1732, -and 
colonel  in  1734.  He  distinguiAed  himsdf  in -the  war  of 
Italy,  especially  in  tbe  battles  of  Parma  and  Guastalla, 
and  burnt,  in  presence  of  the  French  army,  the  bridge 
which  the  mareehal  de  NoaiUes  had  thrown  acrosii  the 

•  CUibcr'f  Lively  toI.  III.— A%  Ox.  toI,  H.-^Bidf  i  Drsmatiis. 
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Adige.     Being  apppin|;ed  general  in  1736,  he  ftvoured, 
the  year  following,  the  retreat  of  the  army,  by  a  judicious 
manoeuvre,  and  saved  all  the  baggage  at  the  memorably 
day  of  Banjaluca  in  Bosnia,  Aug.  3,  1737.     This  signal 
piece  of  service  procured  him  a  second  regiment  of  infen* 
try,  vacant  by  the  death  of  count  Francis  de  Wallis.     On 
his  return  to  Vienna  in  1739,  the  emperor  Charles  VI, 
rai«ed  bim  to  the  dignity  of  general-field-marechaUIieute? 
nant,  and  gave  bim  a  ses^t  in  tb^  Aulic  cQuncil  of  wan 
After  the  de^th  of  that  prince,  the  king  of  Prussia  having 
entered  Silesia,  count  de  Brown,  with  but  a  small  l^ody  of 
troops^    disputed  with  him  every  foot  of  ground  for  the 
space  of  two  montlis.     He  commanded  in  1^41  the  infan- 
try of  the  right  wing  of  the  Austrian  army  at  the  battle  of 
Molvitz ;  and,  though  wounded,  made  a  handsome  retreat. 
He  then  went  into  Bavaria,  where  he  commanded  the  van 
of  the  same  army/  made  himself  master  of  Deckendorf,  and 
took  much  of  the  enemy's  baggage,  and  forced  the  j^rench 
to  quit  the  baqks  of  the  Danube,  which  the  Austrian  ^rmy 
afterwards  passed  in  perfect  safety ;  in  commemoration  qf 
which|  a  i^arble  pillar  was  erected  on  the  spot,  with  the 
jbllowing  inscription :  <<  Tberesio^  Austriacae  Augusts  Duce 
|]xercitu$  Cftrolo  Alexandrq  Lotharingico,   septenideckn 
superatis  bostilibus  Villis,  captocjue  Deckendorfio,  r^snu^ 
tantil^uis  undis,  resistentibus  GalUs,    Duc0  Exercitus  Lu- 
dovioQ  Borbpnio  Contio,  transtvit  hip  Danubium  Ulysses 
MaximiUanus,   S.  R.  I.  Comes  de  Brown,  Locumtenen^ 
Campt  Marasballus,'  Die  5^  Juoii,  A.  D.  1743.'*     The  queen 
pf  Hungary  sent  him  the  s^me  yesir  to  Worms,  in  quality 
of  her  plenipotentiary  to  the  king  of  Great  Brttain :  where 
be  put  the 'finishing  baud  to  the  treaty  of  alliance  be* 
tweed  tbe  courts  of  Vienna, '  Londoti,  and  Turin,  and  she 
declared  bim  her  actual  privy  counsellor  at  her  ooronation 
df  Bohemia*    The  count  de  Brown,  in   1744,  followed 
prince  Lobkonts  into  Italy,  took  the  city  of  Vetetri  the 
4th  of  August^  notwithstanding  the  great  superioritv  of  the 
enleipy  in  numbers,  penetri^ted  into  their  camp,  defeate4 
<^f  era}  regiments,  and  took  a  great  many  prisoners.     Being 
recalled  fo  Bavaria,  he  performed  several  military  exploitS| 
and  returned  to  Italy  in  1746.-    He  drove  the  Spaniards 
out  of  the  MiliM^ese ;  and,  lUiving  joined  the  army  of  th^ 
prince  de  Lichtenstein,  he  commanded  the  left  wing  of 
the  Austrian  troops  at  the  battle  of  Placentia,  the  15th  of 
June  1746;  and  routed  (he  right  wing  of  the  enemy's 
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army,,  commanded  by  the  maveclpal  de  Maiilebois.  After 
this  ikmous  battle,  the  gaining  of  which  was  doe  to  him,  he 
commanded  in  chief  the  army  ordered  against  the  Genoese, 
made  himself  master  of  the  pass  of  la  Bocbetta,  though 
defended  by  4000  men,  and  took  possession  of  the  city  of 
Genoa.  Count  Brown  then  went  to  join  the  troops  of  the 
king  of  Sardinia,  and,  in  conjunction  with  him,  took  Mont- 
albano  and  the  territory  of  Nice.  He  passed  the  Var  the 
30th  of  November,  in  opposition  to  the  French  troops, 
entered  Provence,  and  captured  the  isles  of  Saint^^Marg^ue* 
rite  and  Saint-Honorat  He  had  nearly  made  himself 
master  of  all  Provence,  when  the  revolution  at  Genoa  and 
the  army  of  the  mareclud  de  Belieisle  obliged  him  to  make 
that  fine  retreat  which  acquired  him  the  admiration  of  all 
good  judges  of  military  tactics.  He  employed  the  rest  of 
the  year  1747  in  defending  the  states  of  the  house  of 
Austria  in  Italy.  The  empress-queen  of  Hungary,  in  re^ 
ward  of  his  signal  campaigna  in  Italy,  made  him  governor 
of  Transylvania  in  1749.  In  1752  he  had  the  government 
of  the  city  of  Prague,  with  the  general  command  of  the 
troops  of  that  kkigdom  ;  and  the  king  of  Poland,  elector 
of  Saxony,  honoured  him  in  1755  with  the  order  of  the 
white  eagle.  The  king  of  Prussia  having  invaded  Saxony 
}n  17 56, 'and  attaeked  Bohemia,  count  Brown  marched 
against  him ;  be  repulsed  that  prince  at  the  battle  of  Lo- 
bositz  the  1st  of  October,  although  he  had  but  86,800 
men,  and  the  king  of  Prussia  was  at  the  head  of  at  least 
40,000.  Within  a  week  after  this  engagement,  he  under* 
took  that  celebrated  marfch  into  Saxony,  for  delivering  the 
Saxon  troops  shut  up  between  •  Pirna  and  Konigstein : 
an  action  worthy  of  die  greatest  general  whether  ancient  or 
modern.  He  afterwards  obliged  the  Prussians  to  retreat 
from  Bohemia;  for  which  service  he  obtained  th^  collar 
of  the  golden  fleejce,  with  which  he  was  •  honoured  by 
the  empress  March  6,  1757.  Shortly  after  this  oomit 
Brown  went  into  Bohemia,  wbjre  he  raised  troops  widi  the 
utmost  expedition,  in  order  to  make  head  against  the  king 
of  Prussia,  who  bad  entered  it  afresh  at  the  head  of  his 
whole  army.  On  May  6th  was  fought  the  -fimioos  battle^if 
Potshemitz,  or  of  Prague,  when  count  Brown  was  dan- 
gerously woiyiided.  Obliged  to  retire, to  Pi^ue,.  he  therf^ 
died  of  his  wounds,  the  26th  of  June  1757^  at  the  age<if 
52.    The'  eonnt  wasf  ^not  only,  a  gifeat  general,  he- was  to 


I      ■ 


1 


IJ80  B  R  O  W  N. 

l^uallyable  negotiatdr,  and  well  skiUed  in  poUtics.  lb 
inarriedt  Aug.  15,  1726,  Maria  Pbilippina  comitais  of  .Matv 
(initz,  of  an  iUustrloiiB  aad  anciebt  faoiily  in  Bohemia,  l^j 
wham  he  had  two  tons*  The  life  ctf  .this  excellent  comt 
maader  was  published  iu  two  separate*  volumes,  one.  in 
Geraian,  the  ptber  in  French,  (Ktoted  at.P^ua  in.  1737. ' 
BtlQWNE  ^Sm,AifTHq»y},  an  £nglii»l|  ju4ge>  tj^e  son 
of  sir  Weston  Browne  of  AbbesSTf oding  in  Essex,  was  botn 
|n  that  nountjr,  end  .educated  for  sonoe  time  at  Oxfocd, 
wbefii;;;e  be  removed  lo  ibe  Middle  Temple,  where  be  be* 
pame  eminent  in  the  la^  and  wa&ebosem  sua^uer.re^^ler 
in  the  first  of  queen  Mary,  1553-.  ThefoJtpwing  year.be 
99ras  made  serjeant  at  law,  «pd  was  the  fip^t  of  (be  call, 
Soon  after  he  was  appointed  terj^nt  (Q.the  king  and  queen, 
Philip  and  Mary.  In  1158,  be  wa^  .fmfen^  to  be  lord 
pbiei  justice  of  the  common  pl^ss;  biit  removed  .upon 
queen  Mary's  decease,  to  make  way  .for  .sir  James  Dyer, 
for  though  a  Roman  catholic,  and  queen  £Uz«ibeth  might 
liot  chuse  he  should  preside  in  that  coiirt, .  sj^e  b^d  ^mh  an 
opinion  of  bis  talents  tl|at  he  wa^  pecmiued  to  retain  the 
situation  of  puisne  op  the  bench  es  long  as  he  lived.  It  i^ 
even  said  that  he  refused  the  friace  of  .lord  k^ejpec,  which 
WHS  o0ered  to  him,  when  the  queen  thovight  of  removing 
sir  Nicholas  Bacon  for  being  coficenied  in  Hayes's  book, 
written  against  the  Scottish  line,  in  fjMTour  pf  the  bouse  of 
Suffolk.  This  book  sir  Anthony  privately  (msweved  ^,  oc 
piade  large  collections  for  an  answer,  which  Leslie,  bishop 
o£  Ross,  and  Morga^n  Philips  afterwardi  mi^de  use  of,  iu 
the  works  they  published  in  d^ence  of  the  titl§  of  M^cy 
queen  of  Scots.  Sir  Anthony  Browne  died  at  bin  house  in 
the  parish  of  Soutbwold  in  £s«eK,  May  0,  1^67.  Tb^ 
only  works  attributed  to  him  were  ;left  in  MS, : ,  namelyi 
|.  ^f  A  Discourse  upon  certain  points; toupb|ing  the  Inheri-^ 
tjuice  of  the  Crown,''  mentioned  abready,  find  2,  f^  A  book 
Hgaiynst  Robert  Dudley,  earl  of  Leioestjer,'*  mentioned  by 
J)ir.  Matthew .  Paterson,  in  his  'V  Jerusalem  and  Babel,^! 
1^59,  p.  587f  bnt  (he  object  of  which,  we  are  unacquainted 
wiUi.     Plowden  is^ys  of  .sir  Anthony,   that  be  was  t-^M 

judge  of  pKofoiiad  genius  and  great  elo^enoe."  * 

»   .  .  . , 

*  There  |eejiis  some  mistake  here,  tir  Nicholas  Bacoa  got  pottessfon  of 
eratlaaity  «sfit<^'aoearieviDl)bdd,  air  A.  Browned  bodk;  and'wni6e'S4 
qrWoodi    Uiafai4.bynietatter.th^  ,a«»irer.l9it.       i:  ,   i 

i  ^k  9MUrtf . .         t  Wiqpl*t  Alb.  vol.  JkrfrDsMB  Ok,  (ibf.^  M-  ^     ^ 
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'  :SfiOWNE  (Ei>WAR0)y  an  eminent  ;pbysician,  son  of  sir 
TbumM  :  Browne,  hereailer  mentioned,  was  born ,  about 
l(L42.  He*  was  instructed  in  grammar  learning  at  the 
»cIi0d1  of  Norwich,  and  in  1665:took  the  degree  ctf  imche* 
lor  of  physic  at  Cambridge.  AemoTing  afterwards  p  Mer* 
ton  college^  Oxford,  he  was.  admitted  there  to.  the  same 
degree  in  1^66,  and  the  next  year  created  doctor^  In 
1666,  be  visitedpart  of  Germany,  and  the  year  following 
made  «  wider  exeorsion  into  Austria,  Hungary,  and  Thes- 
saly,  where.the  Turkish  sultan  then  kept  his  court  at  La- 
rissa.  He  afterwards  passed  tbreugh  Italy.  Upon  his  re- 
turn, he  practised  physic  in  Lond^;  was  made  physician 
first  to  Charles  IL  and  afterwards  in  1682  to  St  Bartbolo- 
mew*s  hospital.  About  the  same  time  he.  joined  his  name 
to  those  of  many  other  eminent  naen,  in  a  translation  of 
Plu^rcb*s  Lives.  He  was  first  censor,  then  elect,  and  trea- 
surer of  the  college  of  physicians;  of  which  in  1705  he 
was  chosen  president,  and  held  this  office  till  his  deaths 
which  happened  in  August  1708^  sifter  .a  very  short  illness^ 
at  his  seat  at  Northfleet,  near  Greenbithe  in  Kent.  He 
was  acquainted  with  Hebrew,  waSva  critic  in  Greek,  and 
no  man  of  his  age  wrote  better  Latin,  German,  Italian, 
Frenob,  &c.  he  spoke  and  wcote  with  as  m^oh  ease  as  his 
mother  tongue.  Physic  was  bis  business,  sKid  to^the;pro* 
motion  thereof  all  his  other  acquisitions  were,  neferred. 
Botany,  friiarmacy,  and  chemistry,  he  knew  and  practised* 
King  Chades  said  of  him,  that  ^^  he  was  as  learned  as  any 
of  the  college,  and  as  welUbredas  any  at  court**  He  was 
icnarried,  and  left  a  son  and  a  daoglKer ;  the  former,.  Dr; 
Thomas  Browne,  F.  R.  S.  and  of  the  royal  college  of  pby* 
sioians,  died  in  July  1710.  The  daughter  married  Owen 
Brigstock^  of  Lethdenny,  in  the  county  of  Carmarthen, 
esq.-  lo  whom  the  public  is  indebted  for  psrt  of  the  post- 
bumons  works  of  sir  Thomas  Browne. 

.JDr.  Bfowne,  on  his  return  from  bis  travels,  published  an 
account  of  some  part  of  them,  and  after  his  second  tour^ 
added  another  volume,  1677,  4UK'  In  1685,  he  published 
a  new  edition  of;the;i>i^le,  with  many  corrections  .and  im-t 
provements,  a.  work  extravagantly  and  absurdly  praised  iii 
the  Biographia  Britannica.  His  travels  yield  some  infor- 
mation to  naturahstsy  but  litUe  to  the  philosppjiical  ov 
common  readerJ  ,  .  . 

-       '  .  "        i 

.  '         «  iior,  Brit-p-JohnioiiVLife  of  sir  T.  Brownei  *       **      "     . 
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BROWNE  (Georgb),  the  firat  bi^p  that  easbriced 
mnd  promoted  tfie  Reformation  in  Ireland,  was  originally 
an  Austin  friar  of  London.     He  received  his  academical 
education  in  the  house  of  his  order,  near  Halywell,  in 
Oxford,  and  becoming  eminent  for  his  learning  and  other 
good  qualities  was  oiMe  provincial  of  the  Austin  monks 
in  England.    In  1523  be  supplicated  tbe  university  for  the 
iiegrt^  of  B.  D.  but  it  does  not  appear  that  he  was  then 
admitted.    He  took  afterwanls  tbe  degree  of  D.  D.  in  some 
uniyersity  beyond  sea,  and  was  incorporated  in  the  same 
degree  at  Oxford,  in  1534^  and  soop  after  at  Cambridge. 
Before  that  time,  having  read  some  of  Luther's  writings, 
he  took  a  liking  to  his  doctrine ;  and,  among  other  things, 
was  wont  to  inculcate  into  the  people,-  '<  That  they  should 
make  their  applications  solely  to  Christ,  and  not  to  the 
Vii^in  Mary,  or  the  saints.'*     King  Henry  VIII.  being  in* 
formed  c^  this,  took  him  into  his  favour,  and  promoted 
him  to  the  archUriiopric  of  Dublin,  to  which  he  was  con-* 
secrated  March  19,  1534*5,  by  Cranmer,  archbishop  of 
Canterbury,  assisted  by  the  bishops  of  Rochester  and  Sa« 
lisbury.    A  few  months  after  his  arrival  in  Ireland,  the 
lord  privy-seal,  Cromwell,  signified  to  him  that  bis  ma- 
jesty having  renounced  the  Papal  supremacy  in  England, 
it  wais  his  highnesses  pleasure  that  his  subjects  of  Ireland 
dhould  obey  his  commands  in  that  respect  as  in  England, 
and  nominated  him  one  of  the  commissioners  for  the  exe- 
cution thereof.    On  November  28,  1535,  he  acquainted 
the  lord  Cromwell  with  his  success ;  t^iog  him  that  he 
bad  <<  endeavoured,  almost  to  the  danger  and  hazard  of 
his  life,  to  procure  the  nobility  and  gentiy  of  the  Irish 
nation  to  due  obedience,  in  owning  the  king  their  supreme 
bead,  as  well  spiritual  a«.  temporal.'*    In  the  parliamepi 
which  met  at  Dublin,  May  1,  153^,  he  was  very  instm* 
mental  in  having  the  Act  for  the  king^s  supremacy  over 
the  church  of  Ireland  passed ;  but  he  met  with  many  oh- 
stacks  in  the  execution  of  it  i  and  the  court  of  Rome  used 
ev^  eflPortto  prevent  any  alterations  in  Ireland  with  regasd 
to  religious  misters ;  for  this  purpose  the  pope  sent  over  a 
bull  of  excommunication  against  all  such  as  bad  owned,  or 
should  own,  the  king's  supremacy  within  that  kingdom,  and 
^  form  of  an  oath  of  obe^ence  tobe  taken  to  his  holiness 
at  confessions.    Endeavours  were  even  used  to  raise  a  te^ 
bellion  there ;  /or  one  Thady  6  Bime,  a  Franciscan  friar« 
being  seized  by  archbishop  Browne*s  order,  letters  were 


i 


B  R  Q  W  N  E,  12S 

found  about  him,  from  the  pope  and  cardinals  to  O^Neal ; 
|n  which)  after  commending  hb  own  and  his  &ther^s  faith-<^ 
fulness  to  the  church  of  RomCi  he  was  exhorted  <<  for  the 
glory  of  the  mother  church,  the  honour  of  St.  Peter,  and 
his  own  security,  to  suppress  heresie,  and  bis  holtness*s 
enemies.^'    And  the  council  of  cardinals  thought  fit  to  en- 
l^ourage  his  country,  as  a  sacred  island,    being  certaiii 
ffhile  mother  church  had  a  son  of  worth  as  himself,  and 
those  that  should  succour  him  and  join  therein,  she  would 
never  fiJl,  but  have  more  or  less  a  holding  in  Britain  in 
spite  of  fate.    In  pursuance  of  this  letter,  O'Neal  began 
to  declare  himself  the  champion  of  Popery ;  and  having 
entered  into  a  confederacy  with  others,  they  jointly  in- 
vaded the  Pale,  and  committed  several  ravages,  but  were 
soon  after  quelled.    About  the  time  that  king  Henry  VIIL 
began  to  suppress  the  monasteries  in  England  and  Ireland, 
archbishop  Browne  completed  his  design  of  removing  all 
superstitious  reliques  and  images  out  of  the  two  cathedrals 
of  St  Patrick's  and  the  Holy  Trinity,  in  Dublin,  and  out 
of  the  rest  of  the  churches  within  his  diocese,  and  in  their 
room  placed  the  Creed,  the  Lord's  Prayer,  and  the  Ten 
Commandments  in  gold  letters.     And  in  1541,  the  king 
)iaving  converted  the  priory  of  the  Holy  Trinity  into  a 
eathedral  church,  consisting  of  a  dean  and  chapter,  our 
fircfabishop  founded  three  prebends  in  the  same  in  1544, 
namely,  St.  Michaers,  St.  John's,  and  St.  Michan's,  from 
which  time  it  has  generally  been  known  by  die  name  of 
Cfarist^church.     Kine  Edward  VI.  having  caused  the  Li- 
turgy  to  be  published  in  English,  sent  an  order  to  sir  An- 
thony St.  Leger,  governor  of  Ireland,  dated  February  6, 
1550*1,  to  notify  to  all  the  clergy  of  that  kingdom,  that 
they  Aould  use  this  book  in  all  their  churches,  and  the 
Bible  in  the  vulgar  tongue.    When  sir  Anthony  imparted 
this  order  to  the  clergy  (on  the  1st  of  March),  it  was  ve- 
hemently opposed   by  the  Popish  party,    especially  by 
George  Dowdall,    primate  of   Arodagh,    but  archbishop 
Bfowne  received  it  with  the  utmost  satisfaction :  and  on 
Easter-day  following  the  Liturgy  was  read,  for  the  first  time 
within  Ireland,  in  Christ -church,  Dublin,  in  presence  of  the 
mayor  and  bailiffs  of  Uiat  city,  the  lord  deputy  St  Leger, 
archbishop  Browne,  &c.     On  this  occasion  the  archbisnop 
preached  a  sermon  against  keeping  the  Scriptures  in  the 
Latin  tongue,  atid  die  worship  of  images,  which  is  pristed 
at  the  end  of  bis  life,  and  is  the  only  part  of  iusf^ititigs 
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extatktf  jexcept  the  letters  mentioned  above  ^.  But  D6vf-> 
dall,  in  consequence  of  his  violent  and  unseasonable  oppo* 
sition  to  the  king^s  order,  was  deprived  of  the  title  of 
primate  of  all  Ireland,  which,  by  letters  patent  bearing 
date  the  20th  of  October,  1551,  was  conferred  on  arch* 
bishop  Browne,  and  bis  successors  in  the  see  of  Dublin 
for  ever.  However,  he  did  not  long  enjoy  this  dignity, 
for, he  was  deprived  both  of  it  and  his  archbishopric  in 
16541  the  first  of  queen  Mary  L  under  pretence  that  he* 
was  married,  but  in  truth  because  be  had  zealously  pro-r 
moted  the  Reformation ;  and  archbishop  Dowdall,  who  had 
lived  in  exile  during  part  of  the  reign  of  king  Edward  VL 
recovered  the  title  of  primate,  and  also  the  archbishopric 
of  Armagh,  which  had  been  given  to  Hugh  Goodacre. 
While  archbishop  Browne  enjoyed  the  see  of  Dublin^  tha 
cathedral  of  St.  Patrick^s  was  suppressed  for  about  the 
space  of  eight  years ;  but  queen  Maty  restored  it  to  its 
ancient  dignity,  towards  the  end  of  the  year  1554.  The 
exuct  time  of  archbishop  Browne's  death  is  not  recorded  ; 
only  we  are  told  that  he  died  about  the  year  1556.  He 
was  a  man,  says  Usher,,  of  a  cheerful  countenance ;  meek 
and  peaceable  :  in  his  acts  and  deeds  plain  and  downright ; 
of  good  parts,  and  veiy  stirring  in  what  he  judged  to  be 
for  the  interest  of  religion,  or  the  service  of  his  king;  mer^ 
ciful  and  compassionate  to  the  poor  and  miserable ;  and 
adorned  with  every  good  and  valuable  qualification.^ 
'  .  BROWNE  (Joseph),  D.D.  provost  of  Queen's-college^ 
Oxford,  was  born  at  a  place  called  the  Tongue,  in  Water* 
miilock,  Cumberland,  in  1700,  and  was  baptised  Dec.  19, 
of  that  year.  His  father,  Geprge  Browne,  was  a  repu^ 
table  yeoman,  who  was  enabled  to  give  bis  son  a  classical 
education  at  Barton  school,  and  afterwards  sent  him  to 
Queen'socoliege,  where  he  was. admitted  a  member  March 
22,  .1716-17.  Here  his  good,  behaviour  and  rapid  pm^ 
gress  iti  knowledge,  procured  him  many  friends  that  were 
of  great  service  to  him.  In  due  time  he  was  elected  ta« 
berdar  upon  the  foundation;   and  having  gone  through 

*  In  tbis  sermon,  speaking  9f  the  They.thsll  ba<re  ho  mtiof-pteoe  vpon 

Jesuits, archbishop Broiroe  says:  "God  eartii,  aod  a  iew  shall  have  m»tt  hg 

Shall  suddenly  cat  off  tbis  society,  even  vour  thab  a  Jesuit.**     This  has  not 

J  the  band  of  those  who  bate  nost  eacaped  that  aisuta  biofrapber,  let.  1C« 

succoured  them,  so  that  at  the  etod  Cburton,   '<  lives  of  the  Founders/^ 

they  shall  become  odious  to  all  nations,  p.  77. 

1  Blof ^  Brit^-^Life  and  Sermon  in  Phenit,  rot  I.>— Harlehin  If  if  cellany,— 
^*r^J^>  IJwii»eiv.  p.  37,  27S.4rAyi»  Chu  Tol.  I. 
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ffa^t  office  with  honour,  be  took  the  degree  of  M .  A.  Nov/ 
4tb,  1724)  and  was  chosen  one  of  the  chaplains  of  the 
college.  In  1726  he  published,  from  the  uniTersiky  press, 
a  most  beautiful  edition  of  cardinal  Barberini's  Latin 
poems,  with  notes  and  a  life  of  the  author,  (who  was  after- 
wards pope  Urban  VIII.)  and  a  dedication  to  his  friend 
Edward  Hassel,  esq.  of  Dalemain,  his  friend  and  patron. 
In  April  1731,  he  was  elected  fellow,  and  became  an 
eminent  tutor,  having  several  young  noblemen  of  the  first 
rank  intrusted  to  his  care.  In  this  useful  and  important 
station  he  continued  many  years,  exercising  strict  dis- 
cipline, and  assiduously  studying  to  promote  the  pros- 
perity of  the  college.  He  took  the  degree  of  D.  D.  July 
9,  1743,  and  was  presented  by  the  provost  and  society  to 
the  rectory  of  Bramshot,  in  Hampshire,  May  1,  1746. 
The  university  also  conferred  upon  him  the  professorship 
of  natural  philosophy  in  1747,  which  he  held  till  his  death. 
At  bis  living  at  Bramshot,  he  resided  more  than  ten  years^ 
during  which  time  he  was  collated  to  the  chancellorship  of 
Hereford,  and  was  made  a  canon-residentiary  by  the  right 
rev.  lord  James  Beauclerk,  bishop  of  that  diocese,  who 
had  formerly  been  his  pupil. 

Upon  the  death  of  Dr.  Smith,  provost  of  Queqn^s,  Nov. 
23,  1756,  Dr.  Browne  offered  himself  a  candidate  for  the 
)ieadship,  and  had  for  his  formidable  competitor,  Dr« 
George  Fothergill,  principal  of .  Edmund-hall,  who  had 
likewise  been  fellow  of  the  college,  an  eminent  tutor,  and 
ft  person  universally  esteemed.  The  election  lasted  three 
days,  and  each  candidate  having  upon  every  day's  scrutiny 
an  equality  of  votes,  both  among  the  senior  and  junior 
fellows^  Dr.  Browne  being  the  senior  candidate,  was,  as 
the  statute  directs,  declared  duly  elected.  This  contest, 
Jiowever^  made  no  disagreement  between  the  two  com- 
petitors ;  they  lived  in  the  same  harmony  and  friendship 
as  before.  la  1759,  Dr.  Browne  was  appointed  vice- 
chancellor,  which  arduous  office,  together  with  that  of  his 
headship,  he  managed  with  great  prudence  and  ability, 
till  March  i25,  1765,  when  a  stroke  of  the  palsy  rendered 
him  utterly  incapable  of  business.  Under  this  calamity 
he  languished  till  June  17,  1767,  when  he  died,  leaving 
the  character  of  being  a  well-bred  man,  a  polite  as  well  as 
a  jprofoond  scholar,  an  agreeable  companion,  and  a  steady 
friend.  There  was  a  gravity  and  authority  in  bis  looks  and 
deportmetkt,  that  reflected  dignitjr  upon  tbc^  offices  be  sus-* 
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tained.  He  eoatinued  Tice'chanoellor  ao  unusitml  leitgtb 
of  tim^  and  presided  at  the  memorable  EnccsDia  when  tbd 
earl  of  Litchfield  was  installed.  It  is  said  that  bis  death 
prevented  his  being  advanced  to  une  of  the  first  vacanoiei 
on  the  episcopal  bench.  ^ 

BROWNE  (Isaac  Hawkihs)^  esq.  F.  R.  S.  and  a  very 
ingenious  and  elegant  poet  of  the  last  century,  was  born 
at  Burtou«upon-Trent,  Januaiy  21,  170a-6;  and  was  the 
son  of  the  rev.  William  Browne,  minister  of  that  parish^ 
where  he  chiefly  resided,  vicar  of  Winge,  in  Bucking- 
hamshire^  and  a  prebendary  of  Litchfield,  which  last  pre* 
ferment  was  given  him  by  the  excellent  bishop  Houghi 
He  was  possessed,  also,  of  a  small  paternal  inheritance, 
which  he  greatly  increased  by  his  marriage  with  Anne, 
daughter  of  Isaac  Hawkins,  esq.  all  whose  estate,  at  length, 
came  to  bis  only  grandson  and  heir-at-law,  the  subject  of 
this  article*     Our  author  received  his  grammatical  edu'^ 
cation,  first  at  Litchfield,  and  then  at  Westminster,  where 
he  was  much  distinguished  for  the  brilliancy  of  his  parts^ 
and  the  steadiness  of  his  application.     The  uncommon 
rapidity  with  which  be  passed  through  the  several  forms 
'  or  classes  of  Westminster  school,  attracted  the  notice,  and 
soon  brought  him  under  the  direction  of  the  head  master,* 
Dr.  Freind,  with  whom  he  was  a  peculiar  favourite.     Mr. 
Browne  stayed  above  a  year  in  the  sixth,  or  head  form, 
with  a  view  of  confirming  and  improving  his  taste  for  cias* 
sical  learning  and  composition,  under  so  polite  and  able 
a  scholar.     When  he  was  little  more  than  sixteen  years  of 
age,  he  was  removed  to  Trinity-college,  Cambridge,  of 
which  college  his  &ther  had  been  fellow.     He  remained 
at  the  university  till  he  had  taken  his  degree  of  M.  A.  and 
though  during  his  residence  there  he  continued  his  taste 
for  classical  literature,  which  through  hb  whole  life  wa» 
bis  principal  object  and  pursuit,  he  did  not  omic  the  per 
culiar  studies  of  the  place,  but  applied  himself  with  v^ouf 
and  success  to  all  the  branches  of  mathematical  science^ 
and  the  principles  of  the  Newtonian  philosophy..    When 
in  May  1724;,  king  George  the  First  established  at  both- 
universities,  a  foundation  for  the  study  of  modern  history 
and  languages,  with  the  design  of  qualifying  young  men 
for  employments  at  court,    and  foreign  embassies,   Mr. 
Browne  was  among  the  earliest  of  those  who  were  selected^ 

^  HtttcbinsoD^g  Hist  cf  GmnberUnd,  vsl.  I.  p.  426. 
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to  b^  scholars  upon  tUs  foundation^ :  On  Are  ^e^h  of  that 
prince,  be  wrote  an  university  copy  of  verses,  which  was 
the  first  of  his  poems  that  had  been  printed,  and  was  much 
adnired.  About  the  year  1Y27,  Mr.  Browne,  who  Aad 
been  always  intended  for  the  bar,  settled  at  LincolnVinn. 
Hete  he  prosecuted^  for  several  years,  with  great  attention, 
the  study  of  the  law,  and  acquired 'in  it  a  considerable 
degree  of  professional  knowledge,  though  be  never  arrived 
to  any  eminence  in  the  practice  of  it,  and  entirely  gave  it 
upJoQg  before  his  death.  He  was  the  less  solicitous  about 
the  practice  of  his  profession,  and  it  was  of  the  less  con- 
^quence  to  him,  as  he  was  possessed  of  a  fortune  ada^* 
quale  ^o  his  desires ;  which,  by  preserving  the  happy  mean 
betweel)  extravagance  and  avarice,  he  neither  diminished 
nor  increased. 

Mr.  Browne^s  application  to  the  law  did  not  prevent^  hia 
occasionally  indulging  himself  in  the  exercise  of  his  poeti-^ 
cal  talents*  It  was  not  long  after  his  settlement  at  Lin- 
coln's-inn  that  he  wrote  his  poem  on  ^'  Design  and  Beauty,^* 
addressed  to  Highmore  the  painter,  for  whom  he  had  a 
great  friendship.  In  this,  one  of  the  longest  of  his  poems, 
he  shews  an  extensive  knowledge  of  the  Platonic  philo- 
sophy; and  panaes,  through  the  whole,  the  idea  of  beauty 
advanced  by  that  philosophy.  By  design  is  here  meant, 
in  a  large  and  extensive  sense,  that  po^er  of  genius  which 
enables  the  real  artist  to  collect  together  his  scattered 
ideas,  to  range  them  in  proper  order,  and  to  form  a  re- 
gular plan  before  he  attempts  to  exhibit  any  work  in  ar- 
chitecture, painting,  or  poetry.  He  wrote  several  other 
poetical  pieces  during  the  interval  between  bis  fixing  at 
Lincoln' s-inn  and  his  marriage ;  one  of  the  most  pleasing 
and  popular  of  which  was  his  **  Pipe  of  Tobacco,^*  an 
imitation  of  Gibber,  Ambrose  Philips,  Thomson,  Youngs 
Pope,  and  Swift,  who  were  then  all  living;  the  peculiat 
manner  of  these  several  writers  is  admirably  hit  off  by  our 
author,  who  evidently  possessed  an  excellent  imitative  ge- 
nius. Indeed,  nothing  but  a  nice  spfrit  of  discrimination, 
and  a  )iappy  talent  at  various  composition,  could  have  en- 
abled him  to  have  succeeded  so  well  as  he  hath  done  in 
the  "  Pipe  of  Tobacco."  The  imitation  of  Ambrose  Philips 
was  not  written  by  our  poet,  but  by  an' ingenious  friend, 
the  late  Dr.  John  Hoadly,  chancellor  of  the  diocese  of 
Winchester,  and  second  son  of  the  bishop.  Dr.  Hoadly, 
however,  acknowledged  that  his  little  imitatioioi  was  altered 
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8o  miieh  ibr  lihe  better  by  Mr.  Brown^  that  he  fairly  madd 
it  his  own. 

On  the  lOtfa  of  February  1743*4,  Mr.  Browne  married 
Jane,  daughter  of  the  rev.  Dr.  David  Trimnell,  archdea- 
con of  Leicester,  and  precentor  of  Lincoln,  and  niece  to 
the  right  rev.  Dr.  Charles  Trimnell,  bishop  of  Winchesterj^ 
a  woman  of  great  merit,  and  of  a  very  amiable  temper. 
He  was  chosen  twice  to  serve  in  parliament ;  first  upon  a 
vacancy  in  December  1744,  and  then  at  the  general  elec- 
tion, in  1748,  for  the  borough  of  Wenlock  in  Shropshire^ 
near  to  which  his  estate  lay.  This  was  principally  owing 
to  the  interest  of  William  Forester,  esq.  a  gentleman  of 
great  fortune  and  ancient  family  in  Shropshire,  who  re- 
commended Mr.  Browne  to  the  electors,  from  the  opinion 
he  entertained  of  his  abilities,  and  the  confidence  he  had 
in  his  integrity  and  principles.  As  Mr.  Browne  had  ob- 
tained his  seat  in  parliament  without  opposition  or  e3r<^ 
pence,  and  without  laying  himself  under  obligations  to 
any  party,  he  never  made  use  of  it  to  interested  or  ambi«^ 
tious  purposes.  The  principles,  indeed,  in  which  he  bad 
been  educated,  and  which  were  confirmed  by  reading  and 
experience,  B,nd  the  good  opinion  he  had  conceived  of 
Mr.  Pelbam's  administration,  led  him  usually  to  support 
the  measures  of  government ;  but  he  never  received  any 
favour,  nor  desired  any  employment.  He  saw  with  great 
concern  the  dangers  arising  from  parliamentary  influence^ 
and  was  determined  that  no  personal  consideration  should 
biass  his  public  conduct.  The  love  of  his  cowitry^  and  an 
ardent  zeal  for  its  constitution  and  liberties,  formed  a 
distinguishing  part  of  his  character.  In  private  conver- 
sation, Mr.  Browne  possessed  so  uncommon  a  degree  of 
eloquence,  that  he  was  the  admiration  and  delight  of^ill 
who  knew  him.  It  must,  therefore,  have  been  expected 
that  he  shqiild  have  shone  in  the  house  of  commons,  as  a 
public  speaker.  But  he  bad  a  modesty  and  delicacy  about 
him,  accompanied  with  a  kind  of  nervous  timidity,  which 
prevented  him  from  appearing  in  that  character.  His  case, 
in  this  respect,  was  similar  to  that  of  the  third' earl  of 
Shaftesbury,  Mr.  Addison,  and  other  ingenious  men.  Dr.-  * 
Johnson  said  of  him,  *^  I.  H.  Browne,  one  of  the  first  wits 
of  this  country,  got  into  parliament,  and  never  opened  his 
mouth." 

In  1754  Mr.  Browne  published  what  may  be  called  hiA^ 
great  work^  his  Latio  poem  ^^  De  Animi  Immortalitate/'' 


9  H  O  W.  N  E.  12» 

in  two  books,  .the  recjeption  of  whi9h  was  such  aa  its  naerit 
deserved.    It  immediately  excited  the  applause  of  the  most 
poHte  scholars,  and  has  been  praised,  by  some  of  the  most 
eminent  and  ingenious  men  of  the  age,  by  archbishop 
Herring,  Dr.  E.  Barnard,  R.  O.  Cambridge,  Mr,  Upton^ 
bishop   Hoadly,  bishop  Green,  Mr.   Harris,  Dr.   Beattie^ 
&c.  &c.     Its  popularity  was  so  great,  that  several  English 
translations  of  it  appeared  in  a  little  time.     The  first  wad , 
by  Mr.   Hay,  author  of  an  "  Essay  on  Deformity,"  and 
other  pieces ;  and  the  second  in  blank  verse,  by  Dr.  Ri- 
chard Grey,  a  learned  clergyman,  well  known  by  his  "Me- 
moria  Technica,'*  and  his  publications  in  scripture  criti-. 
cism.     A  third  translation  was  published  without  a  name^ 
but  with  a  laboured  preface,  containing  some  quotations 
from   sir  John  Davies'^ /i  Nosce  Teipsum,"  which  were 
supposed  to  be  analogous  to  certain  passages  in  Mr.  Browne. 
All  these  versions  made  their  appearance  in  the  course  of 
a  few  months ;  ^nd  there  was  afterwards  printed,  by  aa 
unknown  hand,  a  translation  of  the  first  book.    Some  years 
after  Mr,  Browne's  death,  the.  "  De  ^nimi  Immortalitate^' 
was  again  translated  by  the  r^v.  Mr.  Crawley,  a  clergyman 
ip   Huntingdpi\§hirey  and  more  recently  Dr.  John  Lettice 
published  a  translation  in  blat^k  verse,  .with  a  commentary 
and  annotations,.  1795,  8yo.:    A  close  and  literal  versioa 
o.f  it  ip  prose  was  inserted  by  Mr.  Highmone  the  painter 
in  his  publication  \vbich  appearied^  in  17^6,  entitled  "Es- 
says iporal,  religious,  aiid  miiscellaueous."     But  the  best 
translation  is  , that,  by   Soani^  .fenyn^'esq.  print^d  in  his 
Miscellanies,  .aQ.d  since  published  in  Mr.  Browne's  poems. 
These  testimonies  and  attentions  paid  to  our  injgenious 
author's  principal  production,  are  striking  evidences  of  the 
high  sense  which  was  justly  entertained  of  its, merit.     Not 
to  mention  the  usefulness  and  iinportance  of  the  subject, 
every  man  of  taste  must  feel  ttiat  the  poem  is  admirable 
for  its  perspicuity,  precision,  and  order;  and  that  it  unites 
the  philosophical  learning  and  elegance  of  Cicero,  with 
the  nunibers,  and  much,  of  the  poetr;y,  of  ILucretius  and. 
Virgil.     Mr.  Browne  intended  to  have  iuided  a  third  book. 
In  these  three  books  h^  proposed  to  carry  natural  religion 
'as  far  as  it  would  go,  andf  in  so  doing,  to  lay  the  true 
foundation  of  Christianity,  of  which  he  was  a  firm  believer. 
But  he  went  no  farther  than  to  leave  a  fragment  of  the 
third  book,  enough  to.  make  us  lament  that  he  did  not 
complete  the  whole. 
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Though  Mr.  Browne  was  bred  to  a  profession,  and  sat 
several  years  in  parliament,  he  was  not  so  shining  or  dis-' 
tinguished  a  character  in  public  as  in  private  life  *.  His 
private  life  was  chiefly  divided  between  his  books  and  his 
friends.  His  reading  took  in  a  large  compass^  but  he  had 
the  greatest  delight  in  the  Greek  and  Roman  writers.  Few 
men  formed  so  early  and  lasting  a  taste,  and  acquired  so 
familiar  a  knowledge  of  the  ancient  poets,  philosophers, 
orators,  and  historians,  particularly  those  of  the  purest 
ages ;  and  hence  it  was  that  he  derived  the  happy  art  of 
transfusing  into  the  more  serious  of  his  compositions,  the 
graces  of  their  diction,  and  the  strength  of  their  sentiments, 
without  servile  imitation.  He  was  very  conversant  like- 
wise with  the  best  English  and  Italian  authors.  His  me- 
mory enabled  him  to  retain  every  thing  which  he  had  heard 
or  read ;  and  he  could  repeat,  with  the  greatest  facility 
and  gracefulness,  the  fine  passages  he  Jhad  treasured  up  in 
his  mind.  Having  a  perfect  ear  for  harmony  and  rhythm, 
he  was  an  admirable  reader  both  of  pros^  and  verse,  and 
without  haying  ever  applied  himself  to  the  practice  of  mu- 
^ic,  his  natural  taste  rendered  him  a  good  judge  in  that 
delightful  art.  With  these  various  accomplishments,  to 
which  were  added,  a  remarkably  happy  talent  of  telling  a 
story,  a  genuine  flow  of  wit,  as  well  as  eloquence,  a  pe- 
culiar vein  of  humour,  and,  indeed,  an  excellence  in  every 
species  of  conversation,  it  is  not  surprising  that  his  com- 
pany was  almost  universally  sought  for  and  desired.  His 
acquaintance  was  so  courted,  that,  though  his  private  in- 
clination  would  have  led  him  to  have  lived  retired;  in  the 
society  of  a  few  old  friends,  he  became,  at  different  pe- 
riods of  his  life,  intimate  with  all  the  distinguished  men 
of  the  age,    and  with  those  especially,  who  were  most 


*  The  following  anecdote,  which  was 
related  by  Mr.  James  Close,  a  re- 
spectable solicitor  of  Lincoln's-Ixm,  is 
highly  honourable  to  Mr.  Browne. 
During  the  time  that  Mr.  Browne  at- 
tended the  chancery  bar,  the  merits  of 
a  cause  were  argued  before  Uie  lord- 
chancellor  Hardwicke,  the  decision  of 
which  depended  upon  ascertaining  the 
rights  and  obligations  of  gavel-kind. 
The  counsel  employed  on  each  side 
having  rather  perplexed  than  thrown 
light  upon  the  subject,  the  lord-chan- 
cellor said,  *'  There  sits  a  gentle*!- 
man "  (meaning  Mr.  Browne),  who, 
I  believe,  knows  more  of  the  matter 


thaaany  of  us;"  at  the  same  time  re- 
questing him  to  favour  the  court  with 
his  sentiments  on  the  case  in  question. 
Mr.  Browne,  having  first  modestly  ex* 
cused  himself,  was  prevailed  upon  to 
comply  with  the  chancellor's  motion, 
and  spoke  for. an  hour  on  the  rise  and 
tenure  of  gavel-kind,  with  great  learn- 
ing, accuracy,  and  precision,  and  with 
a  particular  application  to  the  matter 
in  hand.  The  qhancellor  thanked  him 
much  for  the  information  himself  and 
the  audience  bad  received,  and  ex- 
pressed bis  concern  that  he  bad  not  the 
pleasure  of  hearing  him  ofteuer  upon 
other  subjects. 
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eminent  for  their  learning  and  parliamentary  abilities.  His 
particular  friends  iVere  persons  of  distinguished  merit  and 
virtue.  By  these  he  was  held  in  the  highest  esteem  and 
respect,  and  his  union  with  them  was  never  broken  by  any 
thing  but  death.  His  fine  feelings,  his  enlarged  and  ex- 
alted sentiments,  and  the  general  excellence  of  his  cha- 
racter^ continued  to  render  any  social  connections  with 
him  as  lasting  as  they  were  desirable  and  delightful.  One 
great  object  of  Mr.  Browne's  attention,  during  the  latter 
part  of  his  life,  was  the  education  of  his  only  son,  to  whom 
he  was  an  excellent  father  and  instructor.  Our  author, 
after  having  laboured  a  considerable  time  under  a  weak  and 
infirm  state  of  health,  died,  of  a  lingering  illness,  at  his 
house  in  Great  Russel -street,  Bloomsbury-square,  Lon- 
don, on  the  14th  of  February,  1760,  in  the  fifty-fifth  year 
of  his  age.  In  1768,  the  present  Mr.  Hawkins  Browne 
published  an  elegant  edition,  in  large  octavo,  of  his  father's 
poems;  upon  which  occasion  he  had  the  satisfaction  of 
receiving  fresh  testimonies  to  their  merit  from  many  emi- 
nent men  then  living.  To  this  edition  is  prefixed  a  very 
fine  head  by  Ravenet  from  a  picture  by  Highmore.  * 

BROWNE  (Moses),  vicar  of  Olney  in  Buckingham- 
shire, and  chaplain  of  Morden  college,  was  born  in  1703^ 
and  was  originally  a  pen-cutter.  Early  in  life  he  distin- 
guished himself  by  his  poetical  talents,  and  when  only 
twenty  years  of  age,  published  a  tragedy  called  "  Polidus," 
and  a  farce  called  ^^All-bedevilled,"  which  were  played 
together  at  a  private  theatre  in  St.  Alban's-street,  neither 
of  much  merit.  He  became  afterwards  a  frequent  contri- 
butor to  the  Gentleman's  Magazine,  and  carried  off  several 
of  the  prizes  which  Cave,  the  printer  and  proprietor  of  that 
Magazine,  then  offered  for  the  best  compositions.  When 
Cave  published  a  translation  of  Du  Halde's  China,  he  in- 
scribed the  different  plates  to  his  friends,  and  one  to 
'<  Moses  Browne,"  with  which  familiar  designation  Browne 
thought  proper  to  be  offended,  and  Cave,  to  pacify  him, 
directed  the  engraver  to  introduce  Mr.  with  z.  caret  under 
the  line.  In  1729,  he  published  his  ^'Piscatory  Eclogues," 
without  his  name,  which  were  reprinted  in  1739,  among 
his  ^^  Poems  on  various  subjects,''  Zso^  and  again  in  an  ex- 
tended form,  with  notes,  in  1773.     For  along  time,  how- 

^'Biog.  Brit  communicated  by  his  son. — ^BoswelPs  Johnson. — ^Nichols,  Dodft« 
ley,  and  Pearch's  Poems.— See  an  anecdote  of  one  of  his  poems  in  Warhnrton't 
Letterti  4to  edit  p.  31. 
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ever,  even  after  his  abilities  were  known,  be  remained  in 
poverty,  and  in  1745,  when  it  appears  he  had  a  wife  and 
seven  children,  we  find  him  applying  to  Dr.  Birch  for  the 
situation,  of  messenger,  or  door-keeper,  to  the  royal  society. 
In  1750,  he  published  an  edition  of  Walton  and  Cotton's 
Angler,  with  a  preface,  notes,  and  some  valuable  additions, 
which  was  republished  in  1759  and  1772,  and  in  the  far- 
mer year  drew  him  into  a  controversy  with  sir  John  Ilaw- 
kins,  who  happened  to  be  then  publishing  an  improved 
edition  of  the  same  work.  From  his  poems,  as  well  as 
from  the  scattered  observations  in  the  **  Angler,"  he  ap- 
pears to  have  been  always  of  a  religious  turn ;  and  in  1752 
published  in  verse,  a  series  of  devout  contemplations^  en- 
titled "  Sunday  Thoughts,"  which  went  through  a  second 
edition  in  1764,  and  a  third  in  1781.  In  1753,  having 
some  prospect  of  encouragement  in  the  church,  he  took 
orders,  and  soon  after  his  ordination  was  presented  by  the 
earl  of  Dartmouth  to  the  vicarage  of  Olney  in  Bucking- 
hamshire, on  the  cession  of  Mr.  Wolsey  Johnson.  In  1754 
he  published  a  sermon,  preached  at  Olney,  on  Christmas 
day,  entitled  "  The  Nativity  and  Humiliation  of  Jesus 
Christ,  practically  considered."  In  1755,  he  published  a 
small  quarto  poem,  entitled  "  Percy  Lodge,"  a  seat  of  the 
duke  and  duchess  of  Somerset,  written  by  command  of 
their  late  graces,  in  1749.  '  In  what  year  he  was  presented 
to  the  vicarage  of  Sutton,  in  Lincolnshire,  we  are  not  in- 
formed ;  but  in  1763,  he  was  elected  to  the  chaplainship  of 
M orden  college  in  Kent,  and  some  time  after  appointed  the 
late  rev.  John  Newton  for  his  curate  at  Olney.  In  1765  he 
published  a  sermon  **  preached  to  the  Society  for  the 
Reformation  of  Manners,"  and  a  few  years  after,  a  "  Visi- 
tation Sermon,"  delivered  at  Stony  Stratford.  Besides 
these,  Mr.  Browne  is  said  to  have  published  one  or  two  po- 
litical tracts ;  and  in  1772,  a  translation  of  a  work  of  John 
Liborius  Zimmerman,  entitled  **  The  Excellency  of  the 
knowledge  of  Jesus  Christ,**  London,  12mo.  He  died  at 
Morden  college,  Sept.  13,  1787,  aged  eighty-four.  His 
wife  died  in  1783.  Mr.  Browne  was  a  man  of  some  learn- 
ing and  piety,  but  as  a  poet,  we  fear  he  cannot  be  allowed 
to  rank  higher  than  among  versifiers.  ^ 

BROWNE  (Patrick),  M.  D.  a  naturalist  of  considera- 
ble eminence^  the  fourth  son  of  Edward  Browne,  esq.  a 

1  Bibliographer,   toI.   IT. — Hawkins's  Life  of  Johnson. — Gent.   Mag.  vols. 
LVII.  LXII.  and  UClY.^NichoU's  Literary  Aoecdotet. 
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gentleman  of  respectable  family,  was  born  at  Woodstock; 
the  paternal  inheritance,  in  the  parish  of  Crossboyne,  and 
county  of  Mayo,  about  1720.  After  receiving  the  best 
education  that  country  could  afford,  he  was  sent  to  a  near 
relation  in  the  island  of  Antigua  in  1737  ;  but  the  climate 
disagreeing  very  much  with  his  constitution,  he  returned 
in  about  a  year  to  Europe,  and  landing  in  France,  went 
directly  to  Paris,  where  he  speedily  recovered  his  healthy 
and  with  the  approbation  of  his  parents  applied  himself 
closely  to  the  study  of  physic,  and  particularly  to  the 
science  of  botany,  for  which  he  always  had  a  particular 
predilection.  After  five  years  spent  at  Paris,  he  removed 
to  Leyden,  where  he  studied  near  two  years  more,  and 
from  that  university  obtained  his  degree  of  M.  D. — Here 
he  formed  an  intimacy  with  Gronovius  and  Muschen- 
broeck,  and  commenced  a  correspondence  with  Linnseua 
and  other  eminent  botanists  and  learned  men.  From  Hol- 
land he  proceeded  to  London,  where  he  practised  near  two 
years,  and  thence  went  out  again  to  the  West  Indies,  and 
after  spending  some  months  in  Antigua  and  some  others 
of  the  Sugar  Islands,  he  proceeded  to  Jamaica,  where  he 
spent  his  time  in  collecting  and  preserving  specimens  of 
the  plants,  birds,  shells,  &c.  of  those  luxuriant  soils,  with 
a  view  to  the  improvement  of  natural  history. 

Whilst  in  Jamaica,  his  residence  was  chiefly  in  King- 
ston, and  it  was  he  who  first  pointed  out  the  absurdity  of 
continuing  Spanish-town  the  port  and  capital,  while  rea* 
son  plainly  pointed  out  Kingston,  or  in  his  own  words, 
"  the  defects  of  a  port  of  clearance  to  leeward  ;'*  and  by 
his  writings  the  governor  and  council  represented  the  mat* 
ter  so  strikingly  to  earl  Granville,  president  of  the  council 
4756,  that  the  measure  was  immediately  adopted,'  and 
Kingston  made  the  port  of  clearance,  to  the  very  great 
benefit  of  commerce  in  general,  as  before  that,  when  ships 
were  clearing  out  of  Kingston,  and  ready  to  weigh 
anchor,  they  were  obliged  to  send  near  seven  miles  to  Spa* 
nish-town,  by  which  they  often  suffered  great  inconve* 
nience  and  delay. 

At  this  time  he  also  collected  materials,  and  made  the 
necessary  observations  (being  a  very  good  mathematician 
and  astronoD[)er)  for  a  new  map  of  Jamaica,  which  he  pub- 
lished in  London,  in  August  1765,  engraved  by  Dr.  Bayly, 
on  two  sheets,  by  which  the  doctor  cleared  four  hundred 
guineas.     Soon  i^ter  this  (March  1756)  he  published  his 
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**  Civil  and  -Natural  History  of  Jamaica,"  in  folio,  orna- 
mented with  forty-nine  engravings  of  natural  history,  a 
whole  sheet  map  of  the  island,  and  another  of  the  harhour 
of  Port-Royal,  Kingston-town,  &c.     Of  this  work  there 
were  but  two  hundred  and  fifty  copies  printed  by  subscrip- 
tion, at  the  very  low  price  of  one  guinea,  but  a  few  were 
sold  at  two  pounds  two  shillings  in  sheets  by  the  printer. 
IVIost  unfortunately  all  the  copper-plates,  as  well  as  the 
original  drawings,  were   consumed  by  the  gr^at  fire  iu 
Cornhill,  November  7,  1765.     This  alone  prevented  in  his 
life-time  a  second  edition  of  that  work,  for  which  he  made 
considerable  preparation^,  by  many  additional  plants,  and 
8  few  corrections  in  his  several  voyages  to  these  islands, 
for  he  was  six  different  times  in  the  West  Indies ;  in  one 
of  those  trips  he  lived  above  twelve  months  in  the  island 
of  Antigua  :  however,  these  observations  will  we  trust  not 
be  lost  to  the  public,  as  he  sent  before  his  death  to  sir  Jo* 
seph  Banks,  P.  R,  S.   **  A  catalogue  of  the  plants  growing 
in  the  Sugar  Islands,  &c.  classed  and  described  according 
to  the  Linnaean  system,"  in  4to,  containing  about  eighty 
pages.     In  Exshaw's  Gentleman^s  and  London  Magazine 
for  June  1774,  he  published  **  A  catalogue  of  the  birds  of 
Ireland,"  and  in  Exshaw's  August  Magazine   following, 
**  A  catalogue  of  its  fish."     In   1788  he  prepared  for  the 
press  a  very  curious  and  useful  catalogue  of  the  plants  of 
the  north-west  counties  of  Ireland,  classed  with  great  carei 
and  accuracy  according  to  the  Linnaean  system,  containing 
above  seven  hundred  plants,  mostly  observed  by  himself, 
having  trusted  very  few  to  the  descriptions  of  others.    This 
little  tract,  written  in   Latin  with  the  English  and  Irish 
names,  might  be  of  considerable  use  in  assisting  to  compile 
a  **  Flora  Hibernica,"  a  work  every  botanist  will  allow  to 
be  much  wanting. 

The  doctor  was  a  tall,  comely  man,  of  good  address  and 
gentle  manners,  naturally  cheerful,  very  temperate,  and  in 
general  healthy ;  but  in  his  latter  years  had  violent  pe- 
riodical fits  of  the  gout,  by  whiCh  be  suffered  greatly  :  ia 
tiie  intervals  of  these  unwelcome  visits,  he  formed  the 
catalogue  of  plants,  and  was  always,  when  in  health,  do- 
ing something  in  natural  history  or  mathematics.  At  a 
very  early  period  be  inarried  in  Antigua  a  native  of  that 
island,  but  had  no  issue.  His  circumstances  were  mode- 
rate, but  easy,  and  the  poo(  found  ample  benefit  from  his 
liberality  as  well  as  professional  skill     He  died  at  Bush« 
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brook,  county  of  Mayo,  on  Sunday  August  29,  1790,.  and 
was  interred  in  the*  family  burial-place  at  Crossboyne.^ 

BROWNE  (Peter),  a  native  of  Ireland,  was  at  first 
provost  of  Trinity  college  in  Dublin,  and  afterwards  bishop 
of  Cork  :  in  the  palace  of  which  see  he  died  in  1735,  after 
having  distinguished  himself  by  some  writings.  1,  '^  A 
refutation  of  Toland's  Christianity  not  mysterious."  This 
was  the  foundation  of  his  preferment ;  which  occasioned  him 
to  say  to  Toland  himself,  that  it  was  he  who  bad  made  him 
bishop  of  Cork.  2.  ^^  The  progress,  extent,  and  limits  of 
the  human  understanding,^'  1728,  8vo.  This  was  meant 
as  a  supplemental  work,  displaying  more  at  large  the  prin- 
ciples on  which  he  had  confuted  Toland.  3.  "  Sermons,'* 
levelled  principally  against  the  Socinians,  written  in  a 
manly  and  easy  style,  and  much  admired.  He  published 
also,  4.  A  little  volume  in  ]2mo,  against  the  *^  Custom  of 
drinking  to  the  memory  of  the  dead."  It  was  a  fashion 
among  the  Whigs  of  his  time,  to  drink  to  the  glorious  and 
immortal  memory  of  king  William  III.  which  greatly  dis- 
gusted our  bishop,  and  is  supposed  to  have  given  rise  to 
the  piece  in  question.  His  notion  was  that  drinking  to 
the  dead  is  tantamount  to  praying  for  the  dead,  and  not, 
as  is  really  meant,  an  approbation  of  certain  conduct  or 
principles.  The  only  effect,  however,  was  that  the  whigs 
added  to  their  toast, — **  in  spite  of  the  bishop  of  Cork."  * 
«  BROWNE  (Simon),  an*  able  and  learned  minister  and 
writer  among  the  protestant  dissenters;  and  who  was  re- 
markable for  a  mental  disorder  of  a  most  extraordinary 
kind,  was  born  at  Shepton^Mallet,  in  Somersetshire,  about 
1680.  He  was  instructed  in  grammar  by  the  rev.  Mn 
Cumming,  who  was  pastor  of  a  congregation  in  that  town  ; 
from  whence  he  was  removed  to  Bridgewater,  and  finished 
his  studies  under  the  care  of  the  rev.  Mr.  Moor.  As  he 
possessed  uncommon  parts,  which  had  been  improved  by 
the  most  assiduous  application,  he  was  very  early  thought 
qualified  for  the  ministry ;  so  that  be  began  to  preach  some 
time  before  he  was  twenty  years  of  age.  His  talents  soon 
rendered  him  so  conspicuous  among  the  dissenters,  that  he 
was  chosen  minister  of  a  considerable  congregation  $tt 
Portsmouth,  in  which  situation  he  continued  .some  years. 
In  1706,  he  published  a  small  treatise,  entitled  <^  A  caveat 

'  Earop.  Magazine,  Aug.  1795. 

s  Preceding  edition  of  this  Dictionanr.— Orion's  Letten  to  StednuiD,  toI.  U 
p.  213,  213, 
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against  evil  Company."  In  1709,  he  published,  in  one 
volume,  8vo,  "The  true  character  of  the  real  Christian."  He 
discharged  the  duties  of  the  pastoral  office  at  Portsmouth 
with  so  much  fidelity  and  diligence,  as  procured  him  uni- 
versal esteem ;  but,  in  1716,  he  removed  to  the  great  re- 
gret of  his  congregation,  in  consequence  of  his  being  in- 
vited to  accept  of  the  pastoral  charge  of  th§  congregation 
of  protestant  dissehters  in  the  Old  Jewry,  London,  which 
was  one  of  the  most  considerable  in  the  kingdom.  In 
1720,  he  published,  in  one  volume,  12mo,  "  Hymns  and 
Spiritual  Songs,  in  three  books."  In  1722,  he  published 
a  volume  of  "  Sermons,"  and  about  the  same  time  a  "  Let- 
ter to  the  rev.  Thomas  Revnoldi,**  in  which  he  censures 
that  gentleman  and  other  dissenters  for  requiring  of  their 
brethren  explicit  declarations  of  their  belief  in  the  doc- 
trine of  the  Trinity-  At  the  Old  Jewry  he  continued  to 
preach  for  about  seven  years  with  the  greatest  reputation, 
and  was  much  beloved  and  esteemed  by  his  congregation  : 
but,  in  1723,  a  complicated  domestic  affliction,  the  loss  of 
his  wife,  and  of  an  only  son,  do  deeply  affected  him,  that 
he  was  at  first  in  a  state  little  different  from  distraction ;  and 
the  disorder  which  his  imagination  had  sustained  from  the 
shock  that  he  had  received,  at  length  settled  into  a  melan- 
choly of  a  very  extraordinary  nature*.  He  desisted  fromf 
the  duties  of  his  function,  and  could  not  be  persuaded  to 
join  in  any  act  of  worship,  either  public  or  private.  He 
imagined,  ^<  that  Almighty  God,  by  a  singular  instance  of 
divine  power,  had,  in  a  gradual  manner,  annihilated  in 
him  the  thinking  substance,  and  utterly  divested  him  of 
consciousness  :  that  though  he  retained  the  human  shape, 
and  the  faculty  of  speaking,  in  a  manner  that  appeared  to 
others  rational,  he  had  all  the  while  no  more  notion  of  what 
he  said  than  a  parrot.     And,  very  consistently  with  this*, 

*  As  the  cause  of  Browne's  insanity  means  confined  him  while  his  conipa- 

has  been  thought  by  some,  not  ade-  nion  rode  to  town,  at  a  distance,  for 

quate  to  the  effect,  the  followiag  story  help  to  secure  him.     After  a  consider- 

has  been  revived  lately)  *'  Mr.  Browne  able  time,  he  returned  with  assistance  ; 

being  on  a  journey  with  a  friend,  they  upon'  which  Mr.  B.  arose  from  off  the 

were  attacked  by  a  highwayman,  who  man  to  deliver  him  up  to  safe  custody, 

presented  a  pistol  and  demanded  their  but,  to  his  unspeakable  terrvr,  the  man 

money.      Mr.   B,  being  courageous,  was  dead.*'    There  seems  but  slender 

strong,  and  active,  disarmed  him,  and  foundation  for  the  story,  but  supposing 

aeiaing  him  by  the  collar,  they  both  it  true,  it  will  not  apcount  much  more 

fell  to  the  ground.    In  the  struggle  to  clearly  for  Mr.  B/s  insanity,  than  the 

overpower  bios,  Ms.  B.  at  length  get-  loss  of  his  wife  and  son.    Protestant 

thig  uppermost,   placed  his  knee  on  «DiMenten'  Magazine^  vol,  IV.  p.  43^ 
the  highwayman's  breast,  and  by  that 
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he  looked  upon  himself  as  no  longer  a  moral  agent,  a  sub- 
ject of  reward  or  punishment.'^  He  continued  in  this  per- 
suasion to  the  end  of  his  life,  with  very  little  variation. 
Nothing  grieved  him  more,  than  that  he  could  not  per- 
suade others  to  think  of  him  as  he  thought  of  himself.  He 
sometimes  considered  this  as  questioning  his  veracity, 
which  affected  him  in  the  most  sensible  manner;  and  he 
often  tbok-^ains,  by  the  ntost  solemn  asseverations,  to  re- 
move such  an  imputation.  At  other  times,  and  in  a  more 
gloomy  hour,  he  would  represent  the  incredulity  which  was 
manifested  towards  him,  as  a  judicial  effect  of  the  same 
divine  power  that  had  occasioned  this  strange  alteration  in 
him,  as  if  God  had  determined  to  proceed  against'  him  iu 
this  way,  and  would  have  no  application  made  in  his  be- 
half. Upon  this  account,  for  a  long  while,  he  was  un- 
willing that  any  prayers  should  be  made  for  him;  which, 
he  would  say,  could  be  warranted  by  nothing  but  a  faith 
in  miracles,  and  even  refused  to  say  grace  at  tablej  or  if 
urged  to  it,  appeared  in  the  greatest  distress.  At  the  be- 
ginning of  his  disorder,  he  was  so  unhappy  in  himself,  as 
to  have  frequent  propensities  to  deprive  himself  of  life ; 
but  he  afterwards  grew  more  serene,  and  appeared  to  have 
little  or  no  terror  upon  his  mind.  He  considered  himself 
as  one.  who,  though  he  bad  little  to  hope,  had  no  more  to 
fear,  and  was  therefore,  for  the  most  parr,  calm  and  com- 
posed ;  and  wbeii  the  conversation  did  not  turn  upon  him- 
self, ais  it  was  generally  rational  and  very  serious,  so  was 
it  often  cheerful  and  pleasant.  But  his  opinion  concern-^ 
ing  himself  occasionally  led  him  into  iiiconsistencies  ;  and 
when  these  were  pointed  out  to  him,  he  sometimes  ap-* 
peared  much  puzzled. 

Whilst  he  was  under  the  influence  of  this  strange  frenzy, 
it  was  extremely  remarkable,  that  bis  faculties  appeared 
to  be  in  every  other  respect  in  their  full  vigour.  He  con* 
tinued  to  apply  himself  to  his  studies,  and  discovered  the 
same  force  of  understanding  which  had  formerly  distin- 
guished him,  both  in  his  conversation  and  in  his  writings. 
Having,  however,  quitted  the  ministry,  he  retired  into  the 
country,  to  his  native  town  of  Shepton-Mallet.  Here,  for 
some  time,  he  amused  himself  with  translating  several  parts 
of  the  ancient  Greek  and  Latin  poets  into  English  verse. 
He  afterwards  composed  several  little  pieces  for  the  use  of 
children,  an  English  grammar  and  spelling-book,  an  ab- 
stract of  the  scripture>history,  and  a  collection^  of  fables^ 
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the  two  last  both  in  metre.     With  great  labour  he  ais<> , 
amassed  together,  in  a  short  compass,  all  the  themes  of 
the  Greek  and  Latin  tongues,  and  compileji  likewise  a 
dictionary  *  to  each  of  these  works,  in  order  to  render  the 
learning  of  both  those  languages  more  easy  and  compen- 
dious.    But  neither  of  these  pieces,    nor  several  others 
which  were  written  by  him  during  his  retirement,  were 
ever  printed.     During  the  last^two  years  of* his  life,  he 
employed  himself  in  the  defence  of  the  truth  of  Cbristi* 
anity,  against  some  of  the  attacl^s  which  were  then  made 
against  it;  and  also  in  recommending  mutual  candour  to 
Christians  of  different  sentiments  concerning  the  doctrine 
of  the  Trinity.     In  1732,  he  published,  in  8vo,  "  A  sober 
and  charitable  disquisition  concerning  the  importance  of 
the  Doctrine  of  the  Trinity ;  particularly  with  regard  to 
Worship,  and  the  doctrine  of  Satisfaction:  endeavouring  to 
shew,  that  those  in  the  different  schemes  should  bear  with 
each  other  in  their  different  sentiments;  nor  separate  com- 
munions, and  cast  one  another  out  of  Christian-fellowship 
on  this  account."     The  same  year  he  published,  "  A  fit 
Rebuke  to  a  ludicrous  Infidel,  in  some  remarks  on  Mr. 
WooUton's  6fth  Discourse  on  the  Miracles  of  our  Saviour, 
With  a  preface  concerning  the  prosecution  of  such  writers 
by  the  civil  powers.*'     It  was  in  the  same  year  also  that 
he  published  his  "  Defence  of  the  Religion  of  Nature, 
and  the  Christian  Revelation,  against  the  defective  account 
of  the  one,  and  the  exceptions  against  the  other,  in  a 
book,  entitled,  Christianity  as  old  as  the  Creation."     In  all 
these  pieces,  though  written  in  his  retirement,  with  little 
assistance  from  books,  or  learned  conversation,  he  yet  dis- 
played considerable  extent  of  knowledge,   and  of  argu- 
mentative powers.     But  to  the  last  of  thei^e  performances, 
he  prefixed  a  very  singular  dedication  to  queen  Caroline, 
expressive  of  the  unhappy  delusion  under  which  he  la- 
boured ;  and  which  his  friends  prudently  suppressed,  aU 
though  it  is  too  great  a  curiosity  to  be  lost  t- 


*  It  is  said,  that  a  friend  once  call- 
ed upon  bim,  and  asked  him  what  he 
wa&^oing }  He  replied,  "  1  am  doing 
nothing  that  requires  a  reasonable  soul ; 
I  am  making  a  dictionary:  but  you 
know  thanks  should  be  returned  to  God 
for  every  thing,  and  therefore  for  die- 
tioDary-makers." 


f  Dedication  to  tjueen  Caroline. 
Madam, 

Of  all  the  extraordinary  things  that 
have  been  tendered  to  your  royal  hands, 
since  your  first  happy  arrival  in  Bri- 
tain, it  may  be  boldly  said,  what  noir 
bespeaks  your  majesty's  acceptance  ia 
the  chief.    Not  in  itself  indeed :  it  is  ik 
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After  his  retirement  into  the  country,  he  could  not  be 
prevailed  upon  to  use  any  kind  of  exercise  or  recreation ; 
so  that  a  complication  of  disorders,  contracted  by  his  se- 
dentairy  mode  of  living,  at  length  brought  on  a  mortifica- 
tion in  his  leg,  which  put  a  period  to  his  life,  at  the  close 
of  the  year  1732,  in  the  fifty-second  year  of  his  age.  He 
bad  several  daughters,  who  survived  him.     He  was  a  man 


trifle  unworthy  your  exalted  rank,  aod 
what  will  hardly  prove  an  entertaining 
amusement  to  ene  of  your  majesty's 
deep  penetration,  exact  judgment,  and 
fine  ta&te ;  but  on  account  of  the  au- 
thor, who  is  the  first  being  of  the  kind, 
and  yet  without  a  name. 

He  was  once  a  man,  and  of  some 
little  name;  but  of  no  worth,  as  his 
present  unparalleled  case  makes  bitt 
too  manifest:  for,  by  the  immediate 
hand  of  an  avenging  God,  his  very 
thinking  substance  has  for  more  than 
seiten  years  been  continually  wasting 
away,  till  it  is  wholly  perished  out  of 
him,  if  it  be  not  utterly  come  to  no- 
thing. None,  no,  not  the  least  re- 
membrance of  its  very  ruins  remains ; 
not  the  stiadow  of  an  idea  is  left ;  nor 
any  sense,  10  much  as  one  single  one, 
perfect  or  imperfect,  whole  or  dimi- 
nished, ever  did  appear  to  a  mind 
within  him,  or  was  perceived  by  it. 

Such  a  present  from  such  a  thing, 
however  worthless  in  itself,  may  not  be 
wholly  unacceptable  to  your  majesty, 
the  author  being  such  as  history  can- 
not parallel ;  aod  if  the  fact,  which  is 
real  and  no  fiction  or  wrong  conceit, 
obtains  credit,  it  must  be  recorded  as 
the  most  memorable,  and  indeed  asto- 
nishing, event  in  the  reign  of  George  II. 
that  a  tract,  composed  by  such  a  thing, 
was  presented  to  the  illustrious  Caro- 
line :  his  royal  consort  needs  not  be 
added ;  fame,  if  I  am  notmisinformed, 
will  tell  that  with  pleasure  to  all  suc- 
ceeding times. 

He  has  been  informed,  that  your 
m^esty's  piety  is  as  genuine  and  emi- 
nent, as  your  excellent  qualities  are 
great  and  conspicuous.  This  can  in- 
deed be  truly  known  to  the  great  search- 
er of  hearts  only.  He  alone,  who  can 
look  into  thepi,  can  discern  if  they  are 
sincere,  and  the  main  intention  cdrre- 
Bp6nds  with  the  appearance ;  and  your 
Biajesty  cannot  take  it  amiss  if  such  an 
author  bints,  that  his  secret  approba- 
tion is  tf  infioitely  greater  Talue  than 


the  commendation  of  men,  who  may  be 
easily  mistaken,  and  are  too  apt  to 
flatter  their  superiors.  But,  if  he  has 
been  told  the  truth,  such  a  case  as  his 
will  certainly  strike  your  majesty  with 
astonishment ;  and  way  raise  that  com- 
miseration in  your  royal  breast,  which 
he  has  in  vain  endeavoured  to  excite 
in  those  of  his  friends :  who,  by  the 
most  unreasonable  and  ill-fonnded  con* 
ceit  in  the  world,  have  imagined,  that 
a  thinking  being  could  for  seven  years 
together  live  a  stranger  (o  its  own  pow- 
ers, exercises,  operations,  and  state ; 
and  to  what  the  great  God  has  been 
doing  in  it,  and  to  it. 

If  your  majesty,  in  your  most  re* 
tired  address  to  the  king  of  kings, 
should  think  of  so  singular  a  case,  you 
may  perhaps  make  it  your  devout  re- 
quest, that  the  reign  of  your  beloved 
sovereign  and  consort  may  b^  renowned 
to  all  posterity  by  the  recovery  of  a 
s«ul  now  in  the  utmost  ruin,  the  resto- 
ration of  one  utterly  lost,  at  present, 
amongst  men.  And  should  this  case 
affect  your  royal  breast,  you  will  re- 
commend it  to  the  piety  and  prayers  of 
all  the  truly  devout,  who  have  the  ho* 
nouF  to  be  known  to  your  majesty : 
many  such  doubtless  there  are,  though 
courts  are  not  usua}ly  the  places  where 
the  devout  resor^  or  where  devotion 
reigns.  And  it  is  not  improbable,  that 
multitudes  of  the  pious  throughout  the 
land  may  take  a  case  to  heart,  that 
under  your  majesty's  patronage  comes 
thus  recommended. 

Could  such  a  favour  as  this  restora* 
tion  be  obtained  from  heaven  by  the 
prayers  of  your  majesty,  with  what 
transport  of  gratitude  woukl  the  reoo* 
vered  being  throw  himself  at  your  ma* 
jesty's  feet,  and,  adoring  the  divine 
power  and  grace,  profess  himself. 

Madam,  your  majesty's  most  obliged 
and  dutiful  servant, 

Simon  Browvs* 

First  printed  by  Dr.  Hawkesworth 
10  the  Adveatnreri  No.  88* 
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of  extensive  knowledge,  and  very  considerable  learning* 
He  was  well  skilled  in  theology,  his  sentiments  were  libe- 
ral, and  he  was  a  zealous  advocate  for  freedom  of  ^  inquiry. 
He  appears,  from  the  general  tenor  of  his  life,  and  of  his 
writings,  to  have  been  a  man  of  distinguished  virtue,  and 
of  the  most  fervent  piety,  and  to  have  been  animated  by 
an  ardent  zeal  for  the  interests  of  rational  and  practical  re- 
ligion. His  abilities  made  him  respected,  and  bis  virtues 
rendered  him  beloved  :  but  such  was  the  peculiarity  of  his 
case,  that  he  lived  a  melancholy  instance  of  the  weakness 
of  human  nature. 

After  Mr.  Browne's  death?  in  1733,  was  published,  in  8vo^ 
as  a^  separate  piece,  ^^The  Close  of  the  Defence  of  the 
Religion  of  Nature  and  the  Christian  Revelation :  in  an<r 
swer  to  Christianity  as  old  as  the  Creation.  In  an  address 
to  Christian  ministers  and  the  Christian  people.^'  The 
author  of  Christianity  as  old  as  the  Creation  urges  it  as  an 
argument  against  the  truth  of  the  Gospel  revelation,  that 
It  has  been  productive  of  but  little  good  effect  in  the  lives 
of  Christians,  and  that  it  does  not  appear  that  they  have 
arrived  at  any  higher  state  of  perfection  than  the  rest  of 
mankind.  This  objection  Mr.  Browne  answered  in  his  De- 
fence ;  and  his  Close  of  that  Defence  is  an  earnest  and 
pathetic  exhortation  to  Christian  ministers  and  people,  of 
all  denominations,  not  to  give  so  much  ground  by  their 
conduct  for  such  objections  of  the  deists,  but  to  regulate 
their  lives  in  a  more  exact  conformity  to  the  precepts  of 
the  excellent  religion  which  they  professed.  Besides  the 
works  of  Mr.  Browne  which  have  been  enumerated,  he  also 
published  several  single  sermons ;  and  was  one  of  the  au- 
thors of  the  "  Occasional  Paper,'*  a  kind  of  periodical 
work,  collected  and  published  in  3  vols.  8vo.  Some  of  his 
MSS.  are  in  the  British  Museum,  and  among  them  a  ver- 
sion of  some  of  the  Psalms.  * 

BROWNE  (Thomas),  a  clergyman  of  the  church  of 
England  in  the  seventeenth  century,  was  born  in  the 
county  of  Middlesex  in  1 604,  was  elected  student  of  Christ 
church  in  1 620,  and  took  the  degrees  in  arts,  that  of  mas-> 
ter  being  completed  in  1627.  In  1636,  he  served  the  of- 
fice of  proctor,  and  the  year  after  was  made  domestic 
chaplain  to  archbishop  Laud,  and  bachelor  of  divinity. 
Soon  after  he  became  rector  of  St.  Mary,  Aldermary,  Lou- 
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don,  canon  of  Windsor  in  1639,  and  rector  of  Oddington 
in  Oxfordshire.  On  the  breaking  out  of  the  rebellion,  he 
was  ejected  from  his  church  in  London  by  the  ruling  party, 
and  retired  to  his  majesty,  to  whom  he  was  chaplain, 
at  Oxford,  and  in  1642  was  created  D.  D.  having  then 
only  the  profits  of  Oddington  to  maintain  him.  He  ap- 
pears afterwards  to  have  been  stripped  even  of  this,  and 
went  to  the  continent,  where  he  was  for  some  time  chap- 
lain to  Mary,  princess  of  Orange.  After  the  restoration, 
he  was  admitted  again  to  his  former  preferments,  but  does 
ilot  appear  to  have  had  any  other  reward  for  his  losses  and 
sufferings.  He  died  at  Windsor  Dec.  6,  J  673,  and  was 
buried  on  the  outside  of  St.  George's  chapel,  where  Dr. 
Isaac  Vossius,  his  executor,  erected  a  monument  to  his 
memory,  with  an  inscription  celebrating  his  learning,  elo- 
quence, critical  talents,  and  knowledge  of  antiquities. 
Besides  a  sermon  preached  before  the  university  in  1633, 
he  published,  "  A  Key  to  the  King's  Cabinet;  or  animad- 
versions upon  the  three  printed  speeches  of  Mr.  L'isle, 
Mr.  Tate,  and  Mr.  Browne,  members  of  the  house  of 
comnions,  spoken  at  a  common  hall  in  London,  July  1645, 
detecting  the  malice  and  falsehood  of  their  blasphemous  ob- 
servations upon  the  king  and  queen's  letters,"  Oxford, 
1645,  4to.  His  next  publication  was  a  treatise  in  defence 
of  Grotius  against  an  epistle  of  Salmasius,  **  De  posthumo 
Grotii;"  this  he  printed  at  the  Hague,  1646,  8vo^  under 
the  name  of  Simplicius  Virinus,  and  it  was  not  known  to 
be  his  until  after  his  death,  when  the  discovery  was  made 
by  Vossius.  He  wrote  also,  "  Dissertatio  de  Therapeutis 
Philonis  adversus  Henricum  Valesium,"  Lond.  1687,  Svo, 
at  the  end  of  Colomesius'  edition  of  St.  Clement's  epistles ; 
and  he  translated  part  of  Cfhaden's  annals  of  queen  Eliza- 
beth, under  the  title,  "  Tomus  alter  et  idem ;  or  the 
History  of  the  life  and  reign  of  that  famous  princess  Eli« 
zabeth,  &c."  London,  1629,  4to.  In  the  Republic  of 
Letters,  vol.  VL  1730,  we  find  published  for  the  first 
time^  a  "  Concio  ad  Clerum,"  delivered  for  his  divinity 
bachelor's  degree  in  1637  ;  the  subject,  "  the  revenues  oif 
the  clergy,"  which  even  at  that  period  were  threatened.  * 

BROWNE  (Sir  Thomas),  an  eminent  physician  and 
antiquary,  was  born  in  London,  in  the  parish  of  St. 
Michael,  Cheapside,  Oct.  19,  1605.     His  father  wasa  mer* 

1  Ath.  Ox.  vol.  IL^Repoblie  of  Lettcra,  vol.  VI. 
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cbant,  of  an  ancient  family  at  Upton  in  Cheshire.     He  loi^ 
his  father  very  early,  and  was  defrauded  by  one  of  his 
guardians,  by  whom,  however,  or  by  his  mother^  who  soon^ 
after  his  father's  death  married  sir  Thomas  Button,  he  was 
placed  at  Winchester  school.     In  1623  he  was  removed 
from  Winchester  to  Oxford,  and   entered  a  gentleman-* 
commoner  of  Broadgate-hall.  Here  he  was  admitted  to  his 
bachelor's  degree,  Jan.  31,  1626>27,  being  the  first  person 
of  eminence  graduated    from   Broadgate-hall,  when   en- 
dowed and  known  as  Pembroke-college.     After  taking  his 
master's  degree,  he  turned  his  studies  to  physic,  and  prac- 
tised it  for  some  time  in  Oxfordshire,  but  soon  afterwards, 
either  induced  by  curiosity,  or  invited  by  promises,  he 
quitted  his  settlement,  and  accompanied  his  father-in-law, 
who  had  some  employment  in  Ireland,  in  a  visitation  of 
the  forts  and  castles,  which  the  state  of  Ireland  then  made 
necessary.     From  Ireland  he  passed  into  France  and  Italy ; 
made  some  stay  at  Montpelier  and  Padua,  which  were  then 
the  celebrated  schools  of  physic ;    and,   returning   home 
through  Holland,  procured  himself  to  be  created  M.  D.  at 
Leyden,  but  when  he  began  these  travels,  or  when  he 
concluded  them,  there  is  no  certain  account.     It  is,  how- 
ever, supposed  that  he  returned  to  London  in  1634,  and 
that  the  following  year  he  wrote  his  celebrated  treatise, 
the  "  Religio  Medici,"  which  he  declares  himself  never 
to  have  intended  for  the  press,  having  composed  it  only 
for  his  own  exercise  and  entertainment.     He  had,  how- 
ever, communicated  it  to  his  friends,  and  by  some  means 
a  copy  was  given  to  a  printer  in  1642,  and  was  no  sooner 
published  than  it  excited  the  attention  of  the  public  by 
the  novelty  of  paradoxes,  the  dignity  of  sentiment,  the 
quick  succession  of  images,  the  multitude  of  abstruse  al- 
lusions, the  subtlety  of  disquisition,  and  the  strength  of 
language. 

The  earl  of  Dorset  recommended  this  book  to  the  pe- 
rusal of  sir  Kenelm  Digby,  who  returned  his  judgment 
upon  it,  not  in  a  letter,  but  in  a  book ;  in  which,  though 
mingled  with  some  positions  fabulous  and  uncertain^  there 
are  acute  remarks,  just  censures,  and  profound  specula* 
tions,  yet  its  principal  claim  to  admiration  is,  that  it  was 
written  in  twenty-four  hours,  of  which  part  was  spent  in 
procuring  Browne's  book,  and  part  in  reading  it.  This 
induced  sir  Thomas  to  publish ^  a  more  correct  edition  of 
his  work,  which  had  great  success.    A  Mr.  Merry  weather, 
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«f  Cambridge,  turned  it,  not  inelegantly,  into  Latin,  >xkd 
from  bis  version  it  was  again  translated  into  Italian,  Ger- 
man, Dutcb,  and   French,  and  at  Strasburgh   the  Latin 
translation  was  published  with  large  notes,  by  Lenuus  Ni* 
colaus  Moltfarius.     Of  the  English  annotations,  which,  in 
all  the  editions  from  1644,  accompany  the  book,  the  au* 
thor  is  unknown.     Merry  weather,  we  are  told,  had  some 
difficulty  in  getting  his  translation  printed  in  Holland.  The 
first  printer  to  whom  he  offered  it  carried  it  to  Salmasius, 
*^  who  laid  it  by  (says  he)  in  state  for  three  months,^  and 
then  discouraged   its  publication :  it  was  afterwards  re- 
jected by  two  other  printers,  and  at  last  was  received  by 
Qackius.     The  peculiarities  of  the  book  raised  the  author, 
as  is '  usual,  many  admirers  and  many  enemies ;  but  we 
know  not  of  more  than  one  professed  answer,  written  un- 
der the  title  of  "  Medicus  Medicatus,"  by  Alexander  Ross, 
which  was  universally  neglected  by  the  world.     Abroad  it 
Was  animadverted  upon  as  having  an  irreligious  tendency, 
by  fcuy  Patip,    by  Tobias  Wagner,   by   MuUer,  Jleiser, 
and  Buddeus,  and  was  put  into  the  Index  Expurgatorius. 
At  present  it  will  probably  be  thought  that  it  was  both  too 
much  applauded  and  too  much  censured,  and  that  it  would 
have  been  a  more  useful  book  had  the  author's  fancy  been 
more  guided  by  judgment 

At  the  time  when  this  book  was  published,  Dr.  Browne 
resided  at  Norwich,  where  he  had  settled  in  1636,  by 
the  persuasion  of  Dr.  Lushington,  his  tutor,  who  was  then 
rector  of  Barnham  Westga,t:e,  in  the  neighbourhood.  It 
is  recorded  by  Wood,  that  his  practice  was  very  extensive. 
In  1637  he  was  incorporated  M.  D.  at  Oxford.  He  mar* 
ried  in  1641  Mrs.  Mileham,  of  a  good  family  in  Norfolk,  a 
lady  of  very  amiable  character.  Dr.  Johnson  says  this  mar- 
riage could  hot  but  draw  the  raillery  of  contemporary  wits 
upon  a  man,  who  had  been  just  wishing,  in  his  new  book, 
"  that  we  might  procreate,  like  trees,  without  conjunc- 
tion ;'"  and  had  lately  declared,  that  *^  the  whole  world 
.was  made  for  man,  but  only  the  twelfth  part  of  man  for 
woman,''  and  that  ^'  man  is  the  whole  world,  but  woman 
only  the  rib  or  crooked  part  of  man»"  They  lived  happily, 
however,  together  for  forty-one  years,  during  which  she 
bore  him  ten  children,  of  whom  one  son  and  three  daugh- 
ters outlived  their  parents.     She  survived  him  two  years. 

In  1646,  he  printed  "  Enquiries  into  vulgar  and  com-^ 
mon  Errors,"  3jiiall  folio,  a  work,   fiiays  his  bio^rrapher. 
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whicby  as  i(  arose  not  from  fancy  and  invention,  but  from 
observation  and  books,  and  contained  not  a  single  discourse 
of  one  continued  tenor,  but  an  enumeration  of  many  un- 
connected particulars,  must  have  .been  the  collection  of 
years,  and  the  effect  of  a  design  early  formed,  and  long 
pursued.  It  is,  indeed,  adds  the  same  writer,  to  be 
wished,  that  he  had  longer  delayed  the  publication,  and 
added  what  the  remaining  part  of  his  life  might  have  fur- 
nished. He  published  in  1673  the  sixth  edition,  with 
some  impi;ovement8.  This  book,  like  his  former,  was  re-, 
ceived  with  great  applause,  was  answered  by  Alexander 
Ross,  and  translated  into  Dutch  and  German,  and  after- 
wards into  French.  It  might.  Dr.  Johnson  thinks,  now  be 
proper  to  reprint  it  with  notes,  partly  supplemental  and 
partly  emendatory,  to  subjoin  those  discoveries  which  the 
industry  of  the  last  age  has  made,  and  correct  those  mis- 
takes which  the  author  has  committed,  not  by  idleness  or 
negligence,  but  for  want  of  Boyle*s  and  Newton's  phi- 
losophy. 

llie  reputation  of  Browne  encouraged  some  low  writer 
to  publish,  under  his  name,  a  book  called  ^<  Nature's  ca- 
binet unloqked,''  translated,  according  to  Wood,  from  the 
physics  of  Magirus,  but  Browne  advertised  against  it.  In 
1658,  the  discovery  of  some  ancient  urns  in  Norfolk  gave 
him  occasion  to  write  ^^  Hydriotaphia,  Urn-burial,  or  a 
discourse  of  Sepulchral  Urns,"  8vo,  in  which  he  treats 
with  his  usual  learning,  on  the  funeral  rites  of  the  ancient 
nations ;  exhibits  their  various  treatment  of  the  dead  ;  add 
examines  the  substances  found  in,  these  Norfolk  urns. 
There  is,  perhaps,  none  of  his  works'  which  better  ex- 
emplifies his  reading  or  memory.  To  this  treatise  was 
added  "The  Garden  of  Cyrus,  or  the  Quincunxial  lo- 
zenge, or  net-work  plantation  of  the  ancients,  artificially, 
naturally,  mystically  considered.''  This  is  a  more  fanciful 
performance  than  the  other,  but  still  it  exhibits  the  fancy 
of  a  man  of  learning.  Besides  these,  he  left  sopie  papers 
prepared  for  the  press,  pf  which  two  collections  have  been 
published,  the  first  by  Dr.  Thomas  Tennison,  afterwards 
archbishop  of  Canterbury,  in  1684,  8vo,  entitled,  "  A 
Collection  of  Miscellaneous  Tracts,"  and  these,  with  what 
had  been  published  in  his  life-time,  were  printed  in  one 
vol.  fol.  in  1686.  In  1690  his  son.  Dr.  Edward  Browne, 
of  whom  we  have  already  spoken,  published  a  single  tract, 
entitled  "  A  Letter  to  a  friend  upon  occasion  of  the  death 
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of  his  intimate  friend/'  8vo.  *  The  second  collection  wai 
of  the  "  Posthumous  Works,"  edited  in  1 722  by  Owen 
Brigstock,  esq.  his  grandson  by  marriage. 

To  the  life  of  this  learned  .man,  there  remains  little  to 
be  added,  but  that  in  1665  he  was  chosen  honorary  fellow 
of  the  college  of  physicians ;  and  in  1671,  received  at  Nor- 
wich the  honour  of  knighthood  from  Charles  II.     In  his 

.  seventy-sixth  year,  he  was  seized  with  a  colic,  which,  after 
having  tortured  him  about  a  week,  put  an'  end  to  his  life 

.  at  Norwich,  Oct.  19,  1682.  Some  of  his  last  words  were 
expressions  of  submission  to  the  will  of  God,  and  fearless- 
ness of  death.  ~  He  was  buried  in  the  church  of  St.  Peter, 
Mancrofty  in  Norwich,  with  a  Latin  inscription  on  a  mural 
monument. 

In  1716  there  appeared  a  book  of  his  in  12mo,  entitled 
**  Christian  Morals,"  published  from  the  original  and  cor- 

.  rect  manuscript  of  the  author,  by  John  JefFery,  D.  D.  arch- 
deacon of  Norwich.  It  wa«  dedicated  by  our  author's 
daughter,  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Littleton,  to  David,  earl  of  Bu- 
chan.  Of  this  a  second  edition  was  punished  in  1756  by 
Mr.  John  Payne,  bookseller,  and  one  of  Dr.  Johnson's  early 
patrons^  who  solicited  him  to  write  a  life  of  sir  Thomas. 
This,  of  which  we  have  availed  ourselves  in  the  preceding 
account,  may  be  classed  among  Dr.  Johnson's  best  biogra-^ 
phical  performances,  and  the  present  article  may  be  very 
properly  concluded  with  his  character  of  Browne's  works. 
After  mentioning  the  various  writers  who  have  noticed 
Browne,  he  adds,  ^^  But  it  is  not  on  the  praises  of  others^ 
but  on  his  own  writings,  that  he  ts  to  depend  for  the  es- 
teem of  posterity ;  of  which  he  will  not  easily  be  deprived^ 
while  learning  shall  have  any  reverence  among  men :  for 
there  is  no  science  in  which  he  does  not  discover  some 
skill ;  and  scarce  any  kind  of  knowledge,  profane  or  sacred^ 
abstruse  car  elegant,  which  he  does  not  appear  to  have  cul- 
tivated with  success.  His  exuberance  of  knowledge,  and 
plenitude  of  ideas,  sometimes  obstruct  the  tendency  of  his 

.  reasoning,  and  the  clearness  of  his  decisions  :  on  whatever 
subject  he  employed  his  mind,  there  started  up  imme- 
diately so  many  images  before  him,  that  he  lost  one  by 
grasping  another.  His  memory  supplied  him  with  so  many 
illustrations,^  parallel  or  dependent  notions,  that  he  was 
always  starting  into  collateral  considerations  :  but  the  spi- 
rit and  vigour  of  his  pursuit  always  givtis  delight  $  and  the 
reader  follows  him^  without  reluctance;  through  his  maze9> 
Vot.  Nil.  L 
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in  tbenaiBelveB  flowvry  and  pleasing,  and  ending  at  the 
point  originally  in  Tiew.*-*To  have  great  excellencies,  and 
great  faults,   '  magmt  virtutea   nee  minora  vitia,  is  the 
poesy/  says  our  author,  ^  of  the  best  natures.'    This  poesy 
may  be  properly  applied  to  the  style  of  Browne :   it  is 
vigorous,  but  rugged;  it  is  learned,  but  pedantic;  it  it 
deep,  but  obscure ;  it  strikes,  but  does  not  please ;  it  com* 
matids,  but  does  not  allure :  his  tropes  are  barab,  and  his 
combinations  uncouth.     He  fell  into  an  age.  in  which  out' 
limguage  began  to  lose  the  stability  which  it  had  obtained 
in  the  time  of  Elizabeth ;  and  was  considered  by  every 
writer  as  a  subject  on  which  he  might  try  his  plastic  skill, 
by  moulding  it  accorcting  to  his  own  fancy.     Milton,  in 
consequence  of  this  encroaching  licence,  began  to  intro* 
duce  the  Latin  idiom ;  and  Browne,  though  he  gave  less 
disturbance  to  our  structures  and  phraseology,  yet  poured 
in  a  multitude  of  exotic  words ;  many,  indeed,  useful  and 
significant,  which,  if  rejected,  must  be  supplied  by  cir^ 
cumlocution,  such  as  commensality  for  the  state  of  many 
living  at  the  sam%  table ;  but  many  superfluous,  as  a  para** 
logical  for  an  unreasonable  doubt ;  and  some  so  obscure, 
that  they  conceal  his  meaning  rather  than  explain  it,  as 
atthritical  analogies  for  parts  that  serve  some  animals  in  the 
place  of  joints.— 'His  style  is,  indeed,  a  tissue  of  many  Ian« 
guages ;  a  ntiixture  of  heterogeneous  words,  brought  toge-  ' 
ther  from  distant  regions,  with  terms  originally  appro- 
priated to  one  art,  and  drawn  by  violence  into  the  service 
of  another.     He  roust,  however,  be  confessed  to  have  ang« 
mented  our  philosophical  diction ;  and  in  defence  of  his 
uncommon  words  and  expressions,  we  must  consider,  that 
he  bad  uncommon  sentiments,  and  was  not  content  to  ex- 
press in  many  words  that  idea  for  which  any  language 
could  sup[rfy  a  single  temi.«*-But  his  innovations  are  some- 
times pleasing,  and  his  temerities  happy :  he  has  many 
verba  ardentia^  forcible  expressions,  which  he  would  never 
have  found,  but  by  venturing  to  the  utmost  verge  of  pro- 
priety ;  and  flights  which  would  never  have  been  reached, 
hvLt  by  one  who  had  very  little  fear  of  the  shame  of  falU 

The  last  thing  which  Dr.  Johnson  has  done,  in  his  life  of 
«ir  Thomas  Browne,  is  to  vindicate  him  from  the  charge 
of  infidelity^  and  having  fully. shewn  the  falsity  of  thia 
accusation,  the  ingenious  biographer  concludes  in  the  ibt- 
Jowihg  words :    ^  The  opinions  of  every  man  must  be 
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learned  from  himself :  concerning  his  practice,  it  is  safest 
to  trust  the  evidence  of  others.  Where  these  testimonies 
concur,  no  higher  degree  of  historical  certainty  can  he  ob- 
tained ;  and  they  apparently  concur  to  prove,  that  Browne 
was  a  zealous  adherent  to  the  faith  of  Christ,  that  he  lived 
.in  obedience  to  his  laws,  and  died  in  confidence  of  his 
mercy,*'  * 

BROWNE  (William),  an  ingenious  English  poet,  was 
the  son  of  Thomas  Browne  of  Tavistock  in  Devonshire^ 
gent,  who,  according  to  Prince,  in  his  Worthies  of  Devon, 
was  most  probably  a  descendant  from  the  knightly  family 
of  Browne  of  Brownes-IIash  in  the  parish  of  Langtree  near 
Crreat  Torringtpn  in  Devonshire.  His  son  was  born  iu 
1^90,  a^d  became  a  student  of  Exeter  college,  Oxford, 
jibout  the  beginning  of  the  reign  of  James  I.  After  making 
a  great  progress  in  classical  and  polite  literature,  he  re-  . 
moved  to  the  Inner  Temple,  where  his  attention  to  the 
study  of  the  law  was  frequently  interrupted  by  his  de- 
votion to  the  muses.  In  his  twenty-third  year  (1613)  he 
published,  in  folio,  the  first  part  of  his  "  Britannia's  Pas^ 
torals,"  which,  according  to  the  custom  of  the  time,  was 
ushered  into  the  world  with  so  many  poetical  eulogies^ 
that  be  appears  to  have  secured,  at  a  very  early  age,  the 
friendship  and  favour  of  the  most  celebrated  of  liis  con- 
temporaries, among  whom  we  find  the  names  of  Selden 
and  Drayton.  To  these  he  afterwards  added  Davles  of 
Hereford,  Ben  Jonson,  and  others.  That  he  wrote  some 
of  these  pastorals  before  he  had  attained  his  twentieth  year, 
has  been  conjectured  from  a  passage  in  Book  I.  Song  V. ; 
but  there  is  sufficient  internal  evidence,  independent  of 
these  lines,  that  much  of  them  was  the  offspring  of  a  ju« 
venile  fancy.  In  th^  following  year,  he  published  in  8vo,  . 
f*  The  Shepherd's  Pipe,"  in  seven  eclogues.  In  the  fourth 
of  these  he  laments  the  death  of  his  friend  Mr.  Thomas 
Manwood,  under  the  name  of  Philarete,  the  precursor,  as 
some  critics  assert,  of  Milton's  Lycidas. 

In  1 6 1 6,  he  published  the  second  part  of  his  ^'  Britan* 
nia's  Pastorals,"  recommended  as  before,  by  his  poetical 
friends,  whose  praises  he  repaid  with  liberality  in  the  body 
of  the  work*  The  two  parts  were  reprinted  in  8vo  iu, 
1625,  and  procured  him,  as  is  too  frequently  the  case, 

1  Life  by  Dr.  Johnson.— Bio;.  Bilt— Atfa.  Oz.  toI  II.~Wstion^i  Hatiftx^ 
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ftiore  fame  than  profit.  -  About  a  year  before  this,  he  ap- 
pears to  have  taken  leave  of  the  muses,  and  returned  to 
Exeter  college,  in  the  capacity  of  tutor  to  Robert  Dor- 
mer, earl  of  Caernarvon,  a  nobleman  who  fell  at  the  battle 
of  Newbury  in  1643,  while  fighting  gallantly  for  his  king, 
at  the  head  of  a  regiment  of  horse,  and  of  whom  lord  Cla-* 
rendon  has  given  us  a  character  drawn  with  his  usual  dis- 
crimination and  fidelity.  While  guiding  the  studies  of  this 
nobleman,  Browne  was  created  master  of  arts,  with  this 
^honourable  notice  in  the  public  register,  **  Vir  omni  hu- 
znana  literatilra  et  bonarum  artium  cognitione  instructus.'* 

After  leaving  the  university  with  lord  Caernarvon,  he 
found  a  liberal  patron  in  William  earl  of  Pembroke,  of 
whom  likewise  we  have  a  most  elaborate  character  in  Cla- 
rendon, some  part  of  which  reflects  honour  on  our  poet. — 
'**  He  was  a  great  lover  of  his  country,  and  of  the  religion 
and  justice,  which  he  believed  could  only  support  it:  and 
bis  friendships  were  only  u  ith  men  of  those  principles.  And 
as  his  conversation  was  most  with  men  of  the  most  pregnant 
parts  and  understandiyig ;  so  towards  any  such,  who  needed 
support,  or  encouragement,  though  unknown,  if  fairly  re- 
commended to  him,  he  was  very  liberal."  This  nobleman, 
who  had  a  respect  for  Browne  probably  founded  on  the 
circumstances  intimated  in  the  above  character,  took  him 
into  his  family,  and  employed  him  in  such  a  manner,  ac- 
cording to  Wood,  that  he  was  enabled  to  purchase  an  es- 
tate. •  Little  more,  however,  is  known  of  his  history,  nor 
is  the  exact  time  of  his  death  ascertained.  Wood  finds 
that  one  of  both  his  names,  of  Ottery  St.  Mary  in  Devon- 
shire, died  in  the  winter  of  1645,  but  knows  not  whether 
this  be  the  same.  He  hints  at  his  person  in  these  words, 
'^  as  he  had  a  little  body,  so  a  great  mind ;"  a  high  charac- 
ter from  this  biographer  who  had  no  indulgence  for  poeti- 
cal failings. 

Browne  has  experienced  the  fate  of  many  of  his  con- 
temporaries whose  fame  died  with  them,  and  whose  writ- 
ings have  been  left  to  be  revived,  under  many  disadvan- 
tages, by  an  age  of  refined  taste  and  curiosity.  The  civil 
wars  which  raged  about  the  time  of  his  death,  and  whose 
consequences  continued  to  operate  for  many  years  after, 
diverted  the  public  mind  from  the  concerns  of  poetry.  The 
}ives  of  the  poets  were  forgotten,  and  their  works  perished 
through  neglect  or  wantonness.  We  have  no  edition  of  ■ 
Browne's  poems  from  1^25  to  1772,  when  Mr.  Thomas 
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Davies,  the  bookseller,  was  assisted  by  some  of  his  learned 
friends  in  publishing  them,  in  three  small  volumes.     The 
advertisement,  prefixed  to  the  first  volume,  informs  us  that 
the  gentlemen  of  the  king's  library  procured  the  use  of  the 
first  edition  of  ^^  Britannia^s  Pastorals/'  i^ich  had  several 
manuscript  notes  on  the  margin,  written  by  the  rev.  Wil- 
liam Thomson,  one  of  the  few  scholars  of  his  time  who 
studied  the  antiquities  of  English  poetry.     Mr.  Thomas 
Warton  contributed  his  copy  of  the  "  Shepherd's  Pipe," 
which  was  at  that  time  so  scarce  that  no  other  couid  be 
procured.      Mr.  Price,  the  librarian  of  the  Bodleian  li- 
brary, sent  a  correct  copy  of  the  Elegy  upon  the  death  of 
Henry  prince  of  Wales,  from  a  manuscript  in  that  repo-* 
fiitory ;  and  Dr.  Farmer  furnished  a  transcript  of  the  **  Inner 
Temple  Mask''  from  the  library  of  Emanuel  college,  which 
had  never  before  been  printed.     With  such  helps,  a  cor- 
rect edition  might  have  been  expected,  but  the  truth  is, 
that  the  few  editions  of  ancient  poets,  (Suckling,  Marvel), 
Carew,  &c.)   which  Davies  undertook  to  print,   are  ex- 
tremely deficient  iu  correctness.     Of  this  assertion,  whicU 
the  comparison  of  a  few  pagei^  with  any  of  the  originals 
will  amply  confirm,  we  have  a  very  striking  instance  in  the 
present  work,  in  which  two  entire  pages  of  the  Book  I.  o( 
Britaunia's  Pastorals  were  omitted. 

His  works  exhibit  abundant  specimens  of  true  inspira-^ 
tion ;  and  bad  his  judgment  been  equal  to  his  powers  of 
invention,  or  had  he  yielded  less  to  the  bad  tast^of  his 
age,  or  occasionally  met  with  a  critic  instead  of  a  flatterer, 
he  would  have  been  entitled  to  a  much  higher  rank  in  the 
class  of  genuine  poets.     His  Pastorals  form  a  vast  store- 
house of  rural  imagery  and  description,  and  in  personifying 
the  passions  and  affections,  he  exhibits  pictures  that  are 
not  only  faithful,  but  striking,  just  to  nature  and  to  feeling, 
and  frequently  heightened  by  original  touches  of  the  pa- 
thetic and  sublime,  and  by  many  of  those  wild  graces 
which  true  genius  only  can  exhibit.     It  is  not  improbable 
that  he  studied  Spenser,  as  well  as  the  Italian  poets.     To. 
the  latter  he  owes  something  of  elegance  and  something 
of  extravagance.     From  the  former  he  appears   to  have 
caught  the  idea  of  a  story  like  the  Faery  Queene,  although 
it  wants  regularity  of  plan ;  and  he  follows  his  great  model 
in  a  profusion  of  allegorical  description  and  romantic  land- 
^spape. 
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His  Tersification,  which  in  so  genially  Barmonioas,  that 
where  he  fails  it  may  be  imputed  to  carelessrressy  is  at  the 
same  time  so  Tarious  as  to  relax  the  imagination  with  spe- 
eimens  of  every  kind,  and  he  seems  to  pass  from  the  one 
to  the  other  witl^  an  ea&e  that  we  do  not  often  find  among  the 
writers  of  lengthened  poems.  Those,  however,  who  are 
in  searcii  of  faalty  rhimes,  of  fooKsh  conceits,  of  vulgar 
ideas,  and  of  degrading  imagery,  will  not  lose  their  pains. 

•  He  was,  among  other  qualities,  a  man  of  bamdttr,  and  his 
humour  is  often  exceedingly  extravagafit.     So  mticed,  in« 

.  deed,  is  his  style,  and  so  whimsical  his  flights,  that  we 
are  sometimes  reminded  of  Swift  in  all  his  grossness,  and 
fometimes  of  Milton  in  the  plenitude  of  his  inspiration. 
Mr.  IVarton  has  remarked  that  the  morning  landscape  of 
the  L' Allegro  is  an  assemblage  of  the  same  objects  which 
Browne  had  before  collected  in  his  Britannia^s  Pastorals^ 
B.  IV.  Song  IV.  beginning 

''  By  this  had  clianticleire/'  &e. 

It  has  already  been  noticed  that  Philarete  was-  the  pre- 
cursor of  Lycidas,  but  what  Mr.  Warton  asserts  of  Comtis 
deserves  some  consideration.     After  copying  the  e^qui- 

..  site  Ode  which  Circe,  in  the  Inner  Temple  Mask,  singsi 
as  a  charm  to  drive  away  sleep  from  Ulysses,  Mr.  Warton 
adds,  *^  In  praise  of  this  song,  it  will  be  sufficient  to  say 
that  it  reminds  us  of  some  favourite  touches  in  Milton's 
Comus,  to  which  it  perhaps  gave  birth.  Indeed,-  one 
cannot lielp  observing  here  in  general,  although  the  ob- 
servation more  properly  belongs  to  another  place,  that  a 
itoasque  thus  recently  exhibited  on  the  story  of  Circe,  which 
there  is  reason  to  think  had  acquired  some  popularity, 
'suggested  to  Milton  the  hint  of  a  masque  on  the  story  of 

^  Comus.  It  would  be  superfluous  to  point  out  minutely 
the  absolute  similarity  of  the  two  characters ;  they  both  deal 
in  incantations  conducted  by  the  same  mode  of  operation, 
and  producing  effects  exactly  parallel.'* 

Without  offering  any  objection  to  these  remarks,  it  may 
still  be  necessary  to  remind  the  reader  of  a  circumstance 
to  which  this  ^  excellent  critic  has  not  adverted,  namely, 
that  the  Inner  Temple  Mask  appears  to  have  been  exhibited 
about  the  year  1620,  when  Milton  was  a  boy  of  only 
twelve  years  old,  and  remained  in  manuscript  until  Dr* 
Farmer  procured  a  copy  for  the  edition  of  1772  ;  and  that 
Milton  produced  bis  Comus  at  the  age  of  twenty-six.     It 
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remains,  dierefore,  for  some  futare  conjecturer  to  deter- 
mine on  the  probability  of  Milton's  having  seen  Browne*s 
manuscript  in  the  tnterim. 

Prince  informs  us,  that  '<  as  he  had  honoured  his  country 
with  his  sweet  and  elegant  Pastorals,  so  it  was  expected,  and 
be  also  entreated,  a  little  farther  to  grace  it  by  his  drawing 
out  the  line  of  his  poetic  ancestors,  beginning  in  Joseph 
Iscanus,  and  ending  in  himself:  a  noble  design,  if  it 
had  been  effected.*'  Josepbus  Iscanus  was  Joseph  of 
Exeter,  who  floQrished  in  the  thirteen^  century,  and 
wrote  two  epic  poems  in  Latin  heroics.  Had  Brown^ 
begun  much  later,  he  would  have  conferred  a  very  high 
obligation  on  posterity.  Collections  of  poetry  are  of  very 
ancient  date,  but  very  little  is  known  with  certainty  of  the 
lives  of  English  poets,  and  that  little  must  now  be  reco- 
vered with  great  difficulty. 

It  yet  remains  to  be  noticed  that  some  poems  of  Browne 
are  supposed  to  exist  in  manuscript.  Mr.  Nichols  thinks 
that  Warburton  the  herald  had  some  which  were  sold  with 
the  rest  of  his  library,  about  the  year  1759,  or  1760. 
Mr.  Park,  also,  in  a  supplementary  note  to  the  Biog. 
Britannica,  brings  proof  that  George  Withers  had  some 
share  in  composing  the  ^<  Shepherd's  Pipe.'*  They  were 
contemporaries,  and  nearly  of  the  same  age. ' 

BROWNE  (Sir  William),  a  physician  of  the  last  cen- 
tury, and  a  man  of  a  singular  and  whimsical  cast  of  mind^ 
was  bom  in  1692,  and  in  1707  was  entered  of  Peter- 
house,  Cambridge,  where  he  took  the  degrees,  B.  A.  1710^ 
M.  A.  1714,  and  M.  D.  1721,  and  soon  after  settled  at 
Lynn,  in  Norfolk,  vidiere  be  published  Dr.  Gregory's 
^'  Elements  of  catoptrics  and  dioptrics,"  translated  from 
the  Latin  original,  to  which  he  added:  1.  A  method  for 
finding  the  foci  of  all  specula,  as  well  as  lenses  univer- 
sally ;  as  also  magnifying  or  lessening  a  given  object  by  a 
given  speculum,  or  lens,  in  any  assigned  proportion. 
12.  A  solution  of  those  problems  which  Dr.  Gregory  has 
\  left  undemonstrated.  3.  A  particular  account  of  micro- 
scopes and  telescopes,  from  Mr.  Huygens ;  with  the  dis- 
coveries made  by  catoptrics  and  dioptrics.  By  an  epigram^ 
many  of  which  he  provoked,  he  appears  to  have  been  the 
champion  of  the  fsur  sex  at  Lynn,  in  1748.     On  one  oc- 

1  Enriish  Poett,  edit  ISIO,  v»l.  VI. -- Biog.  Brit^— den.  Diet.  — Prinoe^( 
W«rthies.^Wood*f  Athmi. 
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casion^  a  pamphlet  having  been  written  against  him,  he  nailed 
it  up  against  l^is  house-door.  Having  acquired  a  competency 
by  his  profession,  he  removed  to  Queen-square,  Ormond- 
street,  London,    where  he  resided  till  his  death,    which 
happened  March  10,  1774,  at  the  age  of  82.     A  great 
number  of  lively  essays,  both  in  prose  and  verse,  the  pro- 
duction of  his  pen,  were  printed  and  circulated  among  his 
friends*     Among  these  were:    1.  *^  Ode  in  imitation  of 
Horace/*  ode  3,  lib,  iii.  addressed  to  the  right  hon.  sir 
Robert  Walpole,  on  ceasing  to  be  minister,  Feb.  6,  1741 ; 
designed,  he  says,  as  a  just  panegyric  on  a  great  minister, 
the  glorious  revolution,  protestant  succession,  and  prin- 
ciples of  liberty.     To  which  was  added  the  original  ode, 
**  defended  in  commentariolo."    It  was  inscribed  to  George 
earl  of  Orford^  as  an  acknowledgement  of  the  favours  con<r 
ferred  by  his  lordship  as  well  as  by  his  father  and  grand-p 
father.     On  the  first  institution  of  the  mi)itia,  our  author 
was  appointed  one  of  the  e^rPs  deputy -lieutenants,  and 
vf^s  named  in  his  lordship's  first  commission  of  the  peace, 
2.    Opuscula  varia  utriusque  linguae,  medicinam  ;   rnedi-* 
corum  collegium  ;  literas,  utrasque  academias ;  empiricos, 
eorum  cultores ;  solicitatorem,  praestigiatorem  ;  poeticen, 
criticen  ;    patronum,    patriam  ;    religionem,    libertatem, 
spectatitia.     Cum  praefatione  eoriim  editionem  defendente. 
Auctore  D.  Gulielmo  Browne,  equite  aurato,  M.  D.  utri- 
*    usque  et  medicorum  et  physicorum  S.  R.  S.   1765,    4ta 
This  little  volume  (which  was  dated  '^  Ex  area  dict&  re- 
ginali,   MjpccLXV.  in  nonas  Januari^is,   ipso  Ciceronis  et 
auctoris  natali^')  contained,  I.  Oratio  Harveiana,  in  theatro 
collegii  medicorum  Londinensis  habita,   1751.     II.  A  vin- 
dication  of  the  college  of  physicians,  in  reply  to  solicitor- 
general  Murray,  1753.     III.  Ode  in  imitation  of  Horace, 
Ode  I.  addressed  to  the  duke  of  Montague.     With  a  new 
interpretation,   in  commentariplo,    1765.     IV.  The  Ode, 
above-mentioned,  to  sir  Robert  Walpole.     Some  time  be- 
fore, sir  William  had  published  odes  in  imitation  of  Ho- 
race ;  addressed  to  sir  John  Dolben,  to  sir  John  Turner, 
to  doctor  Ai^kew,  and  to  Robert  lord  Walpole.     a.  "  Ap- 
pendix altera  ad  opuscula;  oratiuncula,  collegii medicQrund 
Londinensis  cathedrae  valedicens.     In  comitiis,  postridie 
divi  Michaelis,  mdcclxxvil  ad  coUegii  administrationen(i 
^enovandam  designatis;  machinaque  incendiis  extinguendis 
apta  contra  permissos  rebelles  munitis ;  habita  a  D.  Git- 
Jielqao  Browne^  equite  aurato,  prseside,"  1768;,  4to.    Tk\% 


BROWNE.  153 

farewell  oration  contains  so  many  curious  particulars  of  sir 
William^s  life,  that  the  reader  will  not  be  displeased  to  see 
some  extracts  from  it,  and  with  his  own  spelling.  ^^  The 
manly  age  and  inclination,  with  conformable  studies,  I  dili- 
gently applied  to  the  practice  of  physic  in  the  country ; 
where,  as  that  age  adviseth,  I  sought  riches  and  friendships. 
But  afterwards,  being  satiated  with  friends,  whom  truth,  not 
flattery,  had  procured ;  satiated  with  riches,  which  Galen, 
not  fortune,  had  presented  ;  I  resorted  immediately  to  this 
college :  where,  in  further  obedience  to  the  same  adviser, 
I  might  totally  addict  myself  to  the  service  of  honour. 
Conducted  by  your  favour,  instead  of  my  own  merit,  I 
have  been  advanced,  through  various  degrees  of  honour^ 
a  most  delightful  climax  indeed,  even  to  the  very  highest 
of  all  which  the  whole  profession  of  physic  hath  to  confer. 
In  this  chair,  therefore,  twice  received  from  the  elects, 
shewing  their  favour  to  himself,  he  confesseth  much  more 
than  to  the  college,  your  praesident 

*  Acknpwledges  that  he  has  happy  been ; 
And,  now,  content  with  acting  this  sweet  scenCj 
Chboses  to  make  his  exit,  like  a  guest 
Retiring  pampered  from  a  plenteous  feast  ;* 

in  order  to  attach  himi^elf  and  the  remainder  of  his  life,  no 
longer,  as  before,  solely  to  the  college,  but,  by  turns, 
also  to  the  medicinal  springs  of  his  own  country ;  although, 
as  a  physician,  never  unmindful  of  his  duty,  yet  after  his 
own  manner,  with  hilarity  rather  than  gravity ;  to  enjoy 
liberty,  more  valuable  than  silver  and,  gold,  as  in  his  own 
right,  because  that  of  mankind,  not  without  pride,  which 
ever  ought  to  be  its  inseparable  companion. 

'  ' '  Now  the  firee  foot  shall  dance  its  &v*rite  round.* , 

Behold  an  instance  of  human  ambition  !  not  to  be  satiated 
but  by  the  conquest  of  three,  as  it  were,  medical  worlds ; 
lucre  in  the  country,  honour  in  the  college,  pleasure  at 
medicinal  springs !  I  would,  if  it  were  possible,  be  de- 
lightful and  useful  to  all :  to  myself  even  totally,  and 
equal:  to  old  age,  though  old,  diametrically  opposite; 
not  a  censor  and  chastiser,  bjut  a  commender  and  encou- 
rager,  of  youth.     I  would  have  mine  such  as,  in  the  satire, 

'  Crispus's  hoary  entertaining  age. 
Whose  wit  and  manners  mild  alike  engage.* 

The  age  of  praesiding,  by  the  custom  of  our  praedeces- 
§gx$^  was  generally  a  lustrum,  five  years;   although  our 
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Sloane,  now  happy,  like  another  Nestor,  livecT  to  see  three 
ages,  both  as  preesident  and  as  man.  But  two  years  more 
than  satisfy  me :  for,  that  each  of  the  elects  may  in  his 
turn  hold  the  sceptve'  of  prudence,  far  more  desirable  than 
power,  given  by  Caius,  which  the  law  of  justice  and  sbquity 
recommends, 

*  No  tenure  pleases  longer  than  a  year—** 

But  in  truth,  among  such  endearing  friendships  with  you, 
such  delightful  conversations,  such  useful  communications, 
with  which  this  amiable  situation  hath  blessed  me,  one  or 
two  things,  as  is  usual,  have  happened  not  at  all  to  my 
satisfaction.  One,  that,  while  most  studious  of  peace  my- 
self, I  hoped  to  have  praeserved  the  peace  of  the  college 
secure  and  intire,  I  too  soon  found  that  it  was  not  other* 
wise  to  be  sought  for  than  by  war  :  but  even  after  our  first 
adversary,  because  im^onsiderabie,  was  instantly  over- 
thrown, and  his  head  completely  cut  off  by  the  hand  of 
the  law,  yet  from  the  same  neck,  as  if  Hydra  had  been 
our  enemy,  so  many  other  heads  broke  out,  yea,  and  with 
inhuman  violence  broke  into  this  very  senate,  like  mon- 
sters swimming  in  our  medical  sea,  whom  I  beheld  with 
unwilling  indeed,  but  with  dry^  or  rather  fixed  eyes,  be- 
cause not  suspecting  the  least  mischief  from  thence  to  the 
college,  and  therefore  laughing,  so  far  from  fiearing.  The 
other,  in  reality,  never  enough  to  be  lamented,  that,  while 
I  flattered  myself  with  having,  by  my  whole  power  of  per- 
suasion, in  the  room  of  Orphaean  music,  raised  the  Croo* 
nian  medical  lecture  as  it  were  from  the  shades  into  day, 
if  there  could  be  any  faith  in  solemn  promises ;  that  faith 
being,  to  my  very  great  wonder,  violated,  this  lecture, 
like  another  Earydice,  perhaps  looked  after  by  me  too 
hastily,  beloved  by  me  too  desperately,  instantly  slipped 
back  again,  and  fled  indignant  to  the  shades  below.^' 

He  used  to  say  he  resigned  the  presidentship  because 
he  would  not  stay  to  be  beat :  alluding  to  the  attack  of  the 
licentiates. 

The  actiye  part  taken  by  sir  William  Browne  in  the 
contest  with  the  licentiates,  occasioned  his  being  intro** 
duced  by  Mr.  Foote  in  his  "  Devil  upon  two*  sticks.** 
Upon  Footers  exact  representation  of  him  with  his  identical 
wig  and  coat,  odd  figure,  and  glass  stiffly  applied  to  his 
eye,  he  sent  him  a  card  complimenting  him  on  having  so 
happily  represented  him  ;  but,  as  he  had  forgot  his  muff, 
he  had  sent  him  bis  own.    This  good-natured  method  oC 
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resenting,   disarmed   Foote.     His  next  publieation  was: 
•4.  **  A  farewejl  Oration,  &c."   a  translation  of  the  pre- 
ced&Dg  aiticlei  1768,  4to.     5.  "  Fragmentum  Isaaci  Hawr- 
kins  Browne,   arm.  sive  Anti-BoKnbcokius,  liber  primus. 
Translated  for  a  second  Religio  Medici,"  1768,  4to.     The 
author  modestly  calls  this  "  a  very  hasty  performance  ;** 
%vA  says,  **  Ift  my  jonrney  from  Oxford  to  JBath,  meeting 
mrith  continued  rain,  which  kept  me  three  days  on  the  road, 
in  compassion  to  my  servants  and  horses  ;  and  having  my 
friend  a  pocket  companion,  I  found  it  the  best  entertain- 
ment my  tedious  baiting  could  afford  to  begin  and  finish 
tthis  tianslati^n.'*     This  was  dated  Oct.  24,   1768  ;  and  his 
second  part  was  completed  on  the  20th  of  the  following 
iononth :  "  My  undertaking,"  he  says,  **  to  complete,  as 
well  as  I  could,  the  Fragment  of  my^  friend,  hath  appeared 
t6  me  so  very  entertaining  a  work,  even  amongst  the  most 
charming  delights    and  most    cheerful  conversation's  at 
Bath ;  that  I  have  used  more  expedition,  if  the  very  itiany 
avocations  there  he  considered,  in  performing  this,  than 
in  that  former  translation  ^"  and  to  this  part  was  prefixed 
a  congratulatory  poem  **  To  Isaac  Hawkins  Browne,  esq. 
aon  of  his  deceased  friend,  on  his  coming  of  age,  Dec.  7, 
1766." — The  good  old  knight's  Opuscula  were  continually 
on  the  increase.     The  very  worthy  master  of  a  college  at 
Cambridge,  lately  living,  relates  a  story  of  him,  that  wait- 
ing for  sir  William  in  some  room  at  the  eollege,  where  he 
was  come  to  place  a  near  relation,  he  found  him  totally 
absorbed  in   thought,    over    a  fine  4to  volume  of  these 
Opuscula,  which  he  constantly,  he  said,  carried  about  with 
him,  that  they  might  be  benefited  by  frequent  revisals. 

His  portrait,  in  his  latter  days,  is  very  faithfully  drawn 
by  Warburton,  in  one  of  his  letters  to  bishop  Hurd. 
"  When  you  see  Dr.  Heberden,  pray  communicate  to  him 
an  unexpected  honour  I  have  lately  received.  The  other 
day,  word  was  brought  me  from  below,  that  one  sir  Wil- 
liam Browne  sent  up  his  name^  and  should  be  glad  to  kiss 
my  hand..  I  judged  it  to  be  the  famous  physician,  whom 
1  bad  never  seen,  nor  bad  the  honour  to  know.  When  I 
came  down  into  the  drawing>room,  I  was  accosted  by  a 
little,  round,  well-fed  gentleman,  with  a  large  muff  in 
pue  hand,  a  small  Horace,  open,  in  the  other,  and  a 
spying-glass  dangling  in  a  black  ribbon  at  his  button. 
After  the  first  salutation,  he  informed  me  that  his  visit  was 
indeed  to  me  ^  but  principally,  and  in  the  first  place,  to 
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Prior-Park,  which  bad  so  inviting  a  prospect  from  below; 
and  he  did  not  doubt  but,  on  examination,  it  would  sufE- 
ciently  repay  the  trouble  he  had  given  himself  of  coming 
up  to  it  on  foot.     We  then  took  our  cbairs;  and  the  first 
thing  he  did  or  said,  was  to  propose  a  doubt  to  me  con- 
cerning a  passage  in  Horace,  which  all  this  time  he  had 
still  open  iii  his  hand.     Before  I  could  answer,  he  gave  me 
the  solution  of  this  long-misunderstood  passage ;  and,  ia 
support  of  his  explanation,  had  the  charity  to  repeat  his 
own  paraphrase  of  it  in  English  verse,  just  come  hot,  as 
he  said,  from  the  brain.     When  this  and  chocolate  were 
over,  having  seen  all  he  wanted  of  me,  he  desired  to  see 
something  more  of  the  seat,  and  particularly  what  he  called 
the  monument,  by  which  I  understood  him  to  mean  the 
Prior's  tower.     Accordingly,  I  ordered  a  servant  to  attend 
him  thither,  and  when  he  had  satisfied  his  curiosity,  either 
to  let  him  out  from  the  Park  above,  into  the  Down,  or 
from  the  garden  below  into  the  road.     Which  he  chose,  I 
never  asked  ;  and  so  this  honourable  visit  ended.     Hereby 
you  will  understand  that  the  design  of  all  this  was  to  be 
admired.     And  indeed  he  had  my  admiration  to  the  full ; 
but  for  nothing  so  much,  as  for  his  being  able  at  past  eighty 
to  perform  this  expedition  on  foot,  in  no  good  weather, 
and  with  all  the  alacrity  of  a  boy,  both  in  body  and  mind.'' 
This  portrait  is  correct  in  every  thing  but  the  age,    sir 
William  being  only  then  (1767)  seventy-five. 

On  a  controversy  for  a  raker  in  the  parish  where  he  lived 
in  London,  carried  on  so  warmly  as  to  open  taverns  for 
men,  and  coffee-house  breakfasts  for  ladies,  he  exerted 
himself  greatly ;  wondering  a  man  bred  at  two  universities 
should  be  so  little  regarded.  (He  had  been  expelled  one, 
and  therefore  taken  degrees  at  another.)  A  parishioner 
answered  :  "  he  had  a  calf  that  sucked  two  cows,  and  a  pro- 
digious great  one  it  was."  He  used  to  frequent  the  annual 
ball  at  the  ladies'  boarding-school,  €lueen-square,  merely 
as  a  neighbour,  a  good-natured  man,  and  fond  of  the  com- 
pany of  sprightly  young  folks.  A  dignitary  of  the  church 
being  there  one  day  to  see  his  daughter  dance,  and  finding 
this  upright  figure  stationed  there,  told  him  he  believed  he 
was  Hermippus  redivivus,  who  lived  anheli(u  puellarum.  At 
the  age  of  eighty,  on  St.  Luke's  day,  177 1,  he  came  to  Bat- 
son's  coffee-house  in  his  laced  coat  and  band,  and  fringed 
white  gloves,  to  shew  himself  to  Mr.  Crosby,  then  lord-mayor. 
A  gentleman  present  observing  that  he  looked  very  well. 
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he  replied,  "  he  had  neither  wife  nor  debts."  He  next 
published,  "  Fragmentum  I.  Hawkins  completum,"  1769, 
,4to.  7.  **  Appendix  ad  Opiiscula ;"  six  Odes,*  1770,  4to, 
comprising :  I.  De  senectute.  Ad  amicum  D.  Rogeruni 
Long,  apud  Cantabrigienses,  aula  custodem  Pcmbrokianae, 
theologum,  astronomum,  doctissimum,  jucundissimum, 
annum  nonagesimum  agentem,  scripta.  Adjecta  versione 
Anglic&»  Ab  amico  D.  Gulielmo  Browne,  annum  agente 
fere  octogesimum.  II,  De  choreis,  et  festivitate.  Ad 
nobilissimum  ducem  Leodensem,  diem  Walliae  principis 
natalem  acidulisTunbrigiensibus  celebrantem,  scripta.  A 
theologo  festivo,  D.  Georgio  Xewis.  Adjecta  versione 
Anglic^  ab  amico,  D.  Guliehno  Browne.  HI.  De  ingenio, 
et  jncunditate.  Ad  Lodoicum  amicum,  sacerdotem  Can- 
tianum,  ingeniosissimum,  jucundissimum,  scripta.  Ad- 
jecta versione  Anglic&.  A.  D.  Gulielmo  Bi^owne,  E.  A.  O. 
M.  L.  P.  S.  R.  S,  IV.  De  Wilkesio,  et  Ubertate.  Ad  doc- 
torem  Thomam  Wilson,  theologum  doctissimum,  liber- 
rimum,  tam  mutui  amici,  Wilkesii,  amicum,  quam  suum, 
scripta.  V.  De  otio  medentibus  debito.  Ad  Moysaeurti 
amicum,  medicum  Bathonisc  doctissimum,  humanissimum, 
scripta.  VI.  De  potiore  metallis  libertate  :  et  omnia  vin- 
cente  fortitudine.  Ad  eorum  utriusque  patronum,  Guliel- 
mum  ilium  Pittium,  omni  et  tituio  et  laude  majorem, 
scripta.  8.  Three  more  Odes,  1771,  4 to.  9.  "A  Pro- 
posal on  our  Coin,  to  remedy  all  present,  and  prevent  all 
future  disorders.  To  which  are  praefixed,  preceding  pro- 
posals of  sir  John  Barnard,  and  of  William  Shirley,  esq, 
on  the  same  subject.  With  remarks,"  1774,  4to,  dedicated 
**  To  the  most  revered  memory  of  the  right  honourable 
Arthur  Onslow,  speaker  of  the  house  of  commons  during 
thirty- three  years ;  for  ability,  judgement,  eloquence,  in- 
tegrity, impartiality,  never  to  be  forgotten  or  excelled ; 
who  sitting  in  the  gallery,  on  a  committee  of  the  house,  the 
day  of  publishing  this  proposal,  and  seeing  the  author 
there,  sent  to  speak  with*  him,  by  the  chaplain  ;  and,  after 
applauding  his  performance,  desired  a  frequent  corre- 
spondence, and  honoured  him  with  particular  respect,  all 
the -rest  of  his  life,  this  was,  with  most  profound  venera- 
tion, inscribed."  10.  A  New- Year's  Gift.  A  problem 
and  demonstration  on  the  XXXIX  Articles,"  1772,  4to, 
"This  problem  and  demonstration,"  he  informs  us,  *•  though 
now  first  published,  on  account  of  the  pra^sent  contro- 
versy concerning  these  articles;   owe  their  birth  to  my 
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being  called  iipoa  to  subscribe  theniy  at  an  early  period  of 
life.  For  in  my  soph's  year,  171 1,  being  a  student  at 
Peter-house,  in  the  university  of  Cambridge^  just  niae« 
teen  years  of  age,  and  having  performed  all  my  exerciser 
in  the  schools  (and  also  a  first  opponepcy  extraordinary  to 
an  ingenious  pupil  of  bis,  afterwards  Dr.  Barnard,  pre^ 
bendary  of  Norwich)  on  mathematical  quaestions,  at  the 
particular  request  of  Mn  proctor  Laughton,  of  Clare-hall, 
J  who  drew  me  into  it  by  a  promise  of  the  senior  optima  of 
the  year),  I  was  then  first  iuforqied  that  subscribing  these 
articles  was  a  necessary  step  to  taking  my  degree  of  B.  A« 
as  well  as  all  other  degrees.  I  had  considered  long  be- 
fore at  school,  and  on  my  admission  in  1707,  t^at  the  uni-( 
versal  profession  of  religion  must  much  more  concern  me 
through  life,  to  provide  for  my  happiness  hereafter,  than 
the  particular  profession  of  physic,  which  I  proposed  to 
pursue,  to  provide  for  my  diore  convenient  existence 
here  :  and  therefore  had  selected  out  of  the  lihrary  left  by 
my  father  (who  had  himself  been  a  regular,  physician^ 
educated  under  the  tuition  of  sir  J.  Ellis,  M.  D.  afterwards 
master  of  Caius  college),  ChilIi.ngworth's  Religion  of  a 
Protestant;  the  whole  famous  Protestant  and  Popish  con- 
troversy ;  Commentaries  on  Scripture;  and  such  other  books 
as  suited  my  purpose.  I  particularly  pitched  upon  three  for 
perpetual  pocket-companions  ;  Bleau's  Greek  Testament ; 
Hippocratis  Aphoristica,  and  Elzevir  Horace^;  expecting 
from  the  first  to  draw  divinity,  from  the  second  physic, 
and  from  the  last  good  sense  and  vivacity.  Here  I  cannot 
forbear  recollecting  my  partiality  for  St.  Luke,  because 
be  was  a  physician ;  by  the  particular  pleasure  I  took  in 
perceiving  the  superior  purity  of  his  Greek,  over  that  of 
the  other  Evangelists.  But  I  did  not  then  know,  what  I 
was  afterwards  taught  by  Dr.  Freind's  learned  History  of 
Physic,  that  this  purity  was  owing  to  his  being  a  physician, 
and  consequently  conversant  with  our  Greek  fathers  of 
physic.  Being  thus  fortified,  I  thought  myself  as  well 
prepared  for  an  encounter  with  these  articles,  as  so  young 
a  person  could  reasonably  be  expected.  I  therefore  deter- 
mined to  read  them  over  as  carefully  and  critically  as  I  ^ 
could ;  and  upon  this^  met  with  so  many  difficulties,  ut- 
terly irreconcileable  by  me  to  the  divine  original,  that  I 

*  In  his  will,  be  says,  "  On  toy  coffin,  when  in  the  gf  Ave,  I  desire  may  be 
deposited  in  its  leather  case,  or  coi&u,  my  pocket  Elxevir  Horaee»  Comey 
Vie  Vitsque  dulcis  e(  utilis,  worn  out  wiUi  and  by  OM,'* 
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mltnost  despaired  of  ever  being  able  to  subscribe  tbem^ 
Buty  not  to  be  totally  discouraged,  I  resolved  to  re-con^ 
sider  tbem  with  r'edoubled  diligence ;  and  then  at  last  had 
the  pleasure  to  discover,  in  article  VI.  and  XX.  what  ap- 
peared to  my  best  private  judgement  and  understanding 
a  clear  solution  of  all  the  difficulties,  and  an  absolute 
defeazance  of  that  exceptionable  authority,  which  incon- 
sistently with  scripture  they  seem  to  assume.  I  subscribe 
my  name  to  whatever  I  offer  to  the  public,  that  I  may  be 
answerable  for  its  being  my  sincere  sentiment :  ever  opeo, 
however,  to  conviction,  by  superior  reason  and  argument. 

WiLUAM  Browne.** 
His  next  was  a  republication.  11.  The  pill  plot.  To 
doctor  Ward,  a  quack  of  merry  memory,  written  at  Lynn^ 
Nov.  30,  1734,  1772,  4to.  12.  "  Corrections  in  verse, 
from  the  father  of  the  college,  on  son  Cadogan^  Gout 
dissertation;  containing  false  physic,  false  logic,  false  phi- 
losophy,'* 1772,  4to.  Although  these  corrections  are  jo- 
cular, it  is  not  intended  that  they  should  be  less,  but 
more  sensibly  felt,  fof  that  very  reason :  according  to  the 

rule  of  Horace, 

-'-^— — —  Ridicuhun  acri 
Fortius  et  melius  magnas  plenunqiie  secat  res. 

AD  FILIVJVL 
Vapulans  lauda  baculum  paternum, 
Invidum^  FiLf,  fuge  suspicari, 
Cujus' U  denum  trepidavit  aetas 

Claudere  lustrum. 

The  author  repeated  these  verses  to  Dr.  Cadogan  himself, 

Dirho  censured  their  want  of  rhyme;    he  answered,  that 

^'  the  gout  had  a  fourth  cause,  study,  which  was  never  his 

case :  if  he  did  not  understand  law  and  gavelkind,  he  would 

not  talk  to  him ;  for  there  were  two  sorts  of  gout,  free^ 

hold  and  copyhold  ;  the  Brst  where  it  was  hereditary,  th^ 

otherwhere  a  person  by  debauchery  took  it  up.*^     13. 

<*  Speech  to  the  Royal  Society,"   1772,  4to.     14.  <<  Elogy 

and  address,*'  1773,  4to.      15.    A  Latin  version  of  Job, 

unfinished,  4to. 

We  shall  subjoin  a  well-known  epigram  by  sir  William 

Browne,  which  the  critics  have  pronounced  to  be  a  good 

pne: 

**  The  king  to  Oxford  sent  a  troop  of  horse* 
For  tones  own  no  argument  but  force  $ 
-With  equal  skilly  to  Cambridge  books  he  sent^ 
t^  whigs  admk  ito  force  but  ai^gumenti*' 
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But  the  following,  by  an  Oxonian,  which  gave  rise  to  thail 
by  sir  William,  is  at  least  as  good  : 

*'  The  king,  obsei'ving  with  judicious  eyed. 

The  state  of  both  his  universities. 

To  Oxford  sent  a  troop  of  horse  j  and  why  ? 

That  learned  body  wanted  loyalty :  ? 

To  Cambridge  books,  as  very  well  discerning. 

How  much  that  loyal  bixiy  wanted  learniHg.'* 

Sir  William  Browne's  will,  an  attested  copy  of  which  is 
now  before  us,  is  not  the  least  singular  of  his  compositions^ 
and  may  be  said  to  be  written  in  Greek,  Latin,  and  Eng- 
lish. From  many  of  the  legacies,  however,  and  particu- 
larly his  mode  of  introducing  them,  we  perceive  the  kind- 
ness and  benevolence  of  his  heart,  which,  in  the  circle  of 
his  more  immediate  friends,  probably  atoned  for  his  many 
oddities.  The  above  account  of  his  works  sufficiently 
shows  that  he  was  a  very  weak  man,  and  with  all  the  con^ 
ceit  which  usually  accompanies  defective  judgment. .  With 
the  periodical  critics,  he  was  long  an  object  of  ridicule,: 
and  conquered  them  only  by  writing  faster  than  they  had 
patience  to  read.  Unsuccessful,  however,  as  be  was  him-* 
self,  he  determined  that  better  writers  should  not  be  with-, 
out  encouragement,  and  therefore  by  his  will,  directed 
three  gold  medals,  of  fivd  guineas  each,  to  be  given  yearly 
to  three  undergraduates  of  Cambridge  on  the  Commence- 
ment day,  when  the  exercises  are  publicly  read,  and  copies 
of  them  sent,  by  the  successful  candidates,  to  sir  Martin* 
Folkes,  his  grandson  by  his  only  daughter.  The  first,,  to 
him  who  writes  the  best  Greek  ode  in  imitation  of  Sappho  ; 
the  second  for  the  best  ode  in  imitation  of  Horace ;  the. 
third  for  the  best  Greek  and  Latin  epigrams,  the  former 
after  the  manner  of  Anthologia,  the  latter  after  tbe  model 
of  Martial.  These  have  been  adjudged  since  1775.  He 
also  left  a  perpetual  rent  charge  of  2l/.  per  annumj  upoa 
sundry  estates,  for  founding  a  scholarship,  which  is  tenable, 
for  seven  years;  but  the  possessor,  if  of  another  collQgei 
must  remove  to  tbe  founder's  college,  Peter-house,  and 
reside  there  every  entire  term  during  bis  under-graduate- 

ship. ' 

BROWNRIG,  or    BROUNRIG  (Ralph),    bishop    of. 
Exeter,  was  born  at  Ipswich  in  Suffolk,  in  1592.     His  fa- 
ther, who  was  a  merchant  of  that  place,  dying  wh^n  he, 

t  Life  ia  the  prccediog  edit,  of  this  9ictioD«7.<-»Nichols'8  Life  of  Bowyer. 
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was  biit«  few  weeks  old,  his  molher  took  due  care  of  his* 
education,  in  which  he  made  a  very  considerable  progress. 
At  the  age  of  fourteen,  he  was  sent  to  Pembroke-hali  in 
Cambridge,  of  which  he  successively  became  scholar  and 
fellow;  and  there  he  distinguished  himself  by  his  facetious 
and  inoflFensive  wit,  his  eloquetice,  and  his  great  skill  and 
knowledge  in  philosophy,  history,  poetry,  &c.     He  took 
bis  master's  degree  in  J6I7,  B.  D.  in  1621,  and  £>.  D.  in 
1626.      He    was   appointed   praevaricator   when  James  L 
visited  the  university,  and  discharged  that  employment  to 
the  universal  admiration  of  the  whole  audience.     His  first 
preferments  were,  the  rectory  of  Barley  in  Hertfordshire^ 
and  a  prebend  of  Ely  in'162l,  to  bottv  which  he  was  col- 
lated by  Dr.  Nicholas  Feltoti,  bishop  of  Ely.   July  15,  1628, 
he  was  iticorporated  doctor  of  divinity  at  Oxford.     On  the 
21  St  of  September,  1629,  he  was  collated  to  the  prebend 
of  Tachbrook,  in  the  cathedral  church  of  Lichfield,  which 
he  quitted  Septeniber  19,  1631,  when  he  was  admitted  to 
the  archdeaeotiry  of  Coventry.     He  was  likewise  master  of 
Catherine-hall  in  Cambridge,  and  proved  a  great  benefit 
and  ornament  both  to  that  college  and  the  whole  univer- 
tiity.     In  1637,   1638,   16^3,  and  1644,  be  executed  the 
office  of  vice-chancellor,  to  the  universal  satisfaction  of  all 
people,  and  to  his  own  great  credit.     In  1641,  be  was 
presented  to  the  eleventh  stall  or  prebend  in  the  church  of 
Durham,  by  Dr.  Thomas  Morton,  bishop  of  that  diocese, 
to  whom  he  was  chaplain.     Upon  the  translation  of  Dr. 
Joseph  Hall  to  the  bishopric  of  Norwich,  Dr.  Brownrig  was 
nominated  to  succeed -him  in  the  see  of  £xeter,  in  164U 
Accordingly  he  was  elected  March  31,  1642;  confirmed 
May  14  ;  consecrated  the  day  following;  and  installed  the 
Ist  of  June.     But  the  troubles  that  soon  after  followed, 
did  not  permii  him  long  to  enjoy  that  dignity.     Before  the 
beginning  of  them,   he  was  much  esteemed,  and  highly 
commended,  by  his  relation  John  Pym,  and  others  of  the 
presbyterian  stamp  :  but  they  forsook  him,  only  because 
he  was  a  bishop  ;  and  suffered  him  to  be  deprived  of  bis 
xevenuesi,  so  that  he  was  almost  reduced  to  want     Nay^ 
once  he  was  assaulted,  and  like  to  have  been  stoned  by  the 
rabble,  his  episcopal  character  being  his  only  crime.  About 
1645,  he  was  deprived  of  his  mastership  of  Catherine*hally 
on  account  of  a  sermon  preached  by  him  before  the  uni^ 
versity,  on  the  king's  inauguration,  at  some  passages  pf 
which,  offence  was  taken  by  the  parliaweut  piyrty ;  and 
Vox.  VIJ.  M 
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neither  his  piety,  gravity,  or  learning,  t^ere  safficient  to 
preserve  him  in  his  station*     Being  thus  robbed  of  all,  he 
retired  to  the  house  of  Thomas  Righ,  of  Sunning,  esq.  in 
Berkshire,  by  whom  he  was  generously  entertained  :  and 
there,  and  •  sometimes  at  Loudon,   at  Highgate,  and  St. 
Edmundsbury,  spent  several  years. .  During  this  time,  he 
had  the  courage  to  advise  Oliver  Cromwell  to  restore  kingv 
Charles  II.  to  his  just  rights,,  but  yet  he  suffered  in  hia 
reputation,  aS' not  being  zealous  enough  for  the  church. 
About  a  year  before  his  decease^  he  was  invited  to  be  a 
preacher  at.tl^e  Temple,  in  London,  with  a  handsome  al- 
lowance ;  and  accordingly  he  went  and  settled  there,  in 
good  lodgings  furnished  for  him.     But  his  old  distemper, 
the  stone,  coming  upon  him  with  greater  violence  than 
usual,  and  being  attended  with  the  dropsy  and  the  in- 
firmities of  age,  they  all  together  put  an  end  to  his  life,  on 
the  7th  of  December,   1659  :  he  was  buried  the  17th  fol- 
lowing in  the  Temple  church,  where  there  is  an  epitaph 
over  him.     He  was  once  married,  but  never  bad  a  child. 
Though  he  was  very  elaborate  and  exact  in  his  composi*^ 
tions,  and  completely  wrote  his  sermons,  yet  he  cpuld  not 
be  persuaded  to  print  any  thing  in  his  life-time.     Bishop 
Brownrig,  as  to  his  person,  was  tall  and  comely.    The. 
majesty  of  his  presence  was  so  allayed  with  meekness,  can- 
dour,   and  humility,    that  no  man  was  farther  from  any 
thing  morose  or  supercilious.     He  had  a  great  deal  of  wit, 
as  well  as  wisdom ;  and  was  an  excellent  scholar,  an  ad- 
mirable orator,  an  acute  disputant,  a  pathetic  preacher, 
and  a  prudent  governor,  full  of  judgment,  courage,  con,- 
stancy,  and  impartiality.     He  was,  likewise,  a  person  of 
that  soundness  of  judgment,  of  that  conspicuity  for  an  un- 
spotted life,  and  of  that  unsuspected  integrity,  that  he  was 
a  complete  pattern  to  all.     Dr.  Gauden,  who  had  known 
him  above  thirty  years,  declares  that  he  never  heard  of  any 
thing  said  or  done  by  him,  which  a*  wise  and  good  man 
would  have  wished  unsaid  or  undone.     Some  other  parts 
of  Dr.  Gauden^s  character  of  him  maybe  supposed  to  pro- 
ceed from  the  warmth  of  friendship.     Echard  says  of  him, 
that  ^^  he  was  a  great  man  for  the  Auti-Arminian  cause  (for 
he  was  a  rigid  Calvinist),  yet  a  mighty  champion  for  the 
liturgy  and  ordination  by  bishops  :  and  his  death  was  highly 
lamented  by  men  of  aU  parties.*'     Baxter,  Neal,  and  other 
writers  of  the  nonconformist  party,  are  no  less  warm  in\his 
!  praises.    He  was  pne  of  those  excelient  men  with  whom 
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archbishop  Tillotson  cultivated  an  acquaintance  at  his  first 
coming  to  London,  and  by  whose  preaching  and  example 
he  formed  himself.  After  his  death  some  of  his  sermons 
were  published,  under  the  title  "  Forty  Sermons,  &c." 
I662f  fol.  and  reprinted  with  the  addition  of  twenty-five, 
making  a' second  volume,  1674,  fol.  His  style  is  rather 
better  than  that  of  many  of  his  contemporaries.  ^ 

BROWNRIGG  (Wiluam),  an  eminent  physician,  a 
native  of  Cumberland,  was  born  in  1711,  and  educated  in 
medical  science  at  Leyden,  under  Albinus,  Euler,  and 
Boerhaave.  Having  taken  his  medical  degree  in  1737,  he 
returned  to  his  native  country,  and  settled  at  Whitehaven, 
where  his  practice  became  very  extensive.  About  twenty 
years  before  his  death,  he  retired  to  Ormathwaite,  where 
he  died,  Jan.  7,  1 800,  in  his  eighty-ninth  year,  regretted 
as  a  man  of  amiable  and  endearing  virtues,  and  a*  most 
skilful  physician.  His  principal  publications  were,  1.  His 
inaugural  thesis,  ^^  De  Praxi  medica  ineunda,''  Leyden, 
1737,  4to.^  2.  "A  treatise  on  the  art  of  making  common 
Salt,"  Lond.  1748,  8vo,  which  procured  him  the  honour  of 
being  chosen  a  fellow  of  the  royal  society.  This  work, 
which  has  long  been  out  of  print,  was  praised-  by  Chaptal 
and  bishop  Watson  for  the  profound  knowledge  of  the  sub- 
ject displayed  in  it.  3.  "  An  enquiry  concerning  the  mi- 
neral elastic  spirit  contained  in  the  water  of  Spa  in  Ger^ 
many,"  printed  in  the  Philosophical  Transactions,  vol.  LV. 
4.  A  treatise,  "  On  the  means  of  preventing  the  commu- 
nication of  pestilent  contagion."  A  trip  to  the  Spas  of 
Germany  suggested  to  him  the  idea  of  analizing  the  pro- 
perties of  the  Pyrmont  springs,  and  of  some  others,  and 
led  him  into  that  train  of  nice  and  deep  disquisition,  which 
terminated  in  the  de-elementizing  one  of  our  elements, 
and  fixing  its  invisible  fluid  form  into  a  palpable  and  visible 
substance.  AH  this  he  effected  by  producing  the  various 
combinations  of  gases  and  vapours  which  constitute  atmo- 
spheric air,  and  separating  into  many  forms  this  long-sup- 
posed one  and  indivisible,  whilst  he  solidified  its  fluid  es^ 
sence  into  a  hard  substance.  That  Dr.  Brownrigg  was  th6 
legitimate  father  of  these  discoveries  was  not  only  known  at 

i 
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the  time  to  his  intimate  and  domestic  circle,  but  aUo  to.d^e 
then  president  of  the  royal  society,  sir  John  P'ringle ;  who« 
when  called  upon  to  bestow  upon  Dr.  Priestley  the  gold 
medal  for  his  paper  of  ^^  Discoveries  of  the  Nature  an4 
Properties  of  Air,**  thus  observes, ''  And  it  is  no  disparage- 
ment to  the  learned  Dr.  Priestley,  that  the  vein  of  tbe$6 
discoveries  was  hit  upon,  and  its  co.urse  successfully  fol- 
lowed up,  some  years  ago,  by  my  very  learned,  very  pene-* 
trating,  very  industrious,  but  too~  modest  friend,  Dr. 
Brownrigg.**  To  habits,  indeed,  of  too  much  diffidence, 
and  to  too  nice  a  scrupulosity  of  taste,  the  world  has  to  at- 
tribute the  fewness  of  his  publications.  One  of  his  literarj 
{)rcjects  was  a  general  history  of  the  county  of  Cumber- 
and,  but  it  does  not  appear  that  he  had  made  much  pro- 
gress. He  assisted  Mr.  West,  however,  in  bis  entertain- 
ing 'r'  Tour  to  the  Lakes,*'  forming  the  plan  of  that  popu- 
lar work.  ^ 

BRUC<£US  (Henry),  son  of  Gerard,  one  of  the  magis- 
trates of  Alost,  in  Flanders,  was  born  in  that  city  in  1531. 
Having  passed  through  the  usual  school  education  at 
Ghent,  under  Simon,  a  celebrated  master,  and  at  Paris 
and  Bruges,  at  which  last  place  he  taught  school  himself 
with  much  credit,  he  was  sent  to  Rome,  where  he  taught 
the  mathematics  for  some  years ;  then  turning  his  mind  to 
the  study  of  medicine,  he  went  to  Boulogne,  and  having 
completed  bis  studies,  and  taken  his  degree  of  doctor,  he 
travelled,  for  bis  further  improvement,  over  a  great  p^rt 
of  France.  At  Paris,  he  was  introduced  to  the  acquaint- 
ance of  Adrian  Turuebus  and  Peter  Ramus.  Returning  to 
Alost,  be  was  made  physician  and  principal  magistrate  of 
the- city. .  As  he  had  become  a  convert  to  Lutheranism,  he 
readily  accepted  the  invitation  of  John  Albert,  duke. of 
Mecklenburgh,  to  settle  at  Rostock,  where  he  might  with 
safety  profess  his  religion.  He  was  here  appointed  pro* 
fessor  in  mathematics,  and  soon  became  popular  also  as  a 
physician.  After  residing  here  25  years,  he  was  seized 
with  an  apoplexy,  of  which  he  died,  December  31,  1593.  His 
writing  were,  I.  "  De  Primo  Moiu,"  1580,  8vo.  2.  "  In- 
atitutiones  Spherae,**  8vo.  3.  '^  Propositiunes  de  morbo 
Gallico,"  Rostock,  1569,  4to.  4.  "  Theses  de  hydrope 
triplici,"  ibid.  1587.  5.  "  DeScorbuto  propositiones,"  ib. 
1599,  159  If  Svo,  reprinted  with  Eugalenus*s  ^^  Liber  Ob^ 
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servationtim  de  Scorbuto/'  Leipsic,  1614.  -  6.  ^  Epistols 
'de  variis    rebus    et    argumentts   niedicis/'   printed   whh 
'^Smetii  Miscellanea/'   Franef.    1611,   and  incjoding  his 
theses  on  the,  dropsy.  * 

BRUCE  (James),  a  celebrated  modern  traveller,  de- 
scended of  an  ancient  and  honourable  family,  was  the  son 
of  David  Bruce,  esq.  of  Kinnaird,  by  Marion  Graham, 
daughter  of  James  Graham/ esq.  of  Airth,  dean  of  thie  fa- 
culty of  advocates,  and  judge  of  the  high  court  of  admiralty 
in  Scotland.  He  was  born  at  the  family  residence  of  Kin- 
naird, in  the  county  of  Stirling,  Dec.  14,  1730.  Of  his 
first  years  few  particulars  are  recorded  of  much  conse-> 
quence,  except  that  his  temper,  contrary  to  the  character 
which  it  afterwards  assumed,  was  gentle  and  quiet ;  but  ag 
he  advanced  in  life,  became  bold,  hasty,  and  impetuoi|s, 
Accompanied,  however,  with  a  manly  openness,  that  shewed 
the  usual  concomitant,  a  warm  and  generous  heart.  It 
leaving  been  determined  to  give  him  an  English  education, 
lie  was  sent  to  London  to  the  house  of  William  Hamilton, 
esq.  a  barrister,  and  his  uncle,  with  whom  he  remained 
*  for  some  time,  and  in  1742  he  was  placed  at  Harrow  school, 
where  he  made  great  proficiency  in  classical  learning. 
After  leaving  Harrow  in  May  1746,  h^  lived  about  a  year 
in  the  academy  of  a  Mr.  Gordon  till  April  1747,  where  Jie 
^-  prosecuted  his  classical  education,  and  studied  French, 
'  arithmetic,  and  geometry.  In  May  of  that  year  b^  re- 
'  turned  to  Scotland  in  order  to  commence  a  courseof  study 
at  the  university  of  Edinburgh,  prepai^atory  to  his  following 
the  profession  of  the  law  ;  but  it  does  not  appear  thatiie 
made  much  progress,  or  indeed  had  much  tnclinMi^Hi.  for 
this  study,  and  the  precarious  state  of  his  health  at  this 
time  rendered  much  study  of  any  kind  dangerous.  His 
own  expectations  of  success  in  the  law  became  gradually 
abated,  and  various  other  circumstances  determiued  him 
to  relinquish  it  for  ever.' 

In  this  uncertainty  of  mind,  India  offered  to  his  ardent 
imagination  a  prospect  of  a  more  flattering  nature.  As  he 
was  considerably  above  the  age  at  which  persons  are  en- 
rolled as  writers  in  the  service  of  the  East  Indiii  company, 
his  friends  advised  him  to  petition  the  court  of  directors 
for  the  liberty  of  settling  as  a  free  trader  under  its  patron^ 

1  Moreri. — Fuppen  Bibl.  Bel;. — Man^et  and  lialler.— >Freben  Tbeatrtiqi.<«» 
.  Idelchior  Adam  in  yitis  medicorum. 
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age;  and  accordingly  he  left  Scotland  in  July  1753  with  a 
view  to  prosecute  this  design  ;  but  he  was  prevented  from 
carrying  it  into  execution  by  forming  a  connection  with  an 
amiable  young  lady,  Miss  Allan,  daughter  of  a  wine-mer- 
chant in  London,  whom  he  married  in  Feb.  1754.  But 
though  this  year  did  not  end  with  the  prosperity  with  which 
it  began,  this  accidental  settlement  in  London  changed  his 
destination  in  life.  It  detained  him  in  Europe  till  his 
mind  was  formed,  his  knowledge  matured,  and  an  oppor- 
tunity presented  itself  of  visiting  the  east  with  honour  and 
advantage.  In  his  own  opinion,  it  prevented  him  froth 
suffering  the  cruel  imprisonment  at  Calcutta  in  1756, 
which  proved  fatal  to  many  of  the  company's  servants.  He 
now  entered  into  partnership  in  the  wine-business,  which, 
as  well  as  his  marriage,  was  approved  of  by  his  father ;  but 
bis  prospects  in  this  new  situation  were  soon  clouded.  A 
few  months  after  their  marriage,  Mrs.  Bruce  exhibitea  evi- 
dent symptoms  of  consumption,  and  being  recommended 
to  try  the  mild  climate  of  the  south  of  France,  expired  at 
Paris  in  October. 

By  this  melancholy  event,  Mr.  Bruce  lost  the  principal 
tie  that  connected  him  with  business,  and  although  he  did 
not  think  it  prudent  to  relinquish  a  flourisbing  trade  with- 
out some  equivalent  object,  relaxed  his  personal  efforts 
very  considerably,  and  added  to  his  stock  of  languages, 
the  Spanish  and  Portuguese.  He  also  improved  his  skilt 
in  drawing,  under  a  master  of  the  name  of  Bonneau,  re- 
commended to  him  by  Mr.  (afterwards  sir)  Robert  Strange. 
Before  this  time  he  had  chiefly  cultivated  that  part  of 
drawing  which  relates  to  the  science  of  fortification,  in 
hopes  that  he  might,  on  some  emergency,  find  it  of  use  in 
military  service.  But  views  of  a  more  extensive  kind  now 
induced  him  to  study  drawing  in  general,  and  to  obtain  a 
correct  taste  in  painting,  so  as  to  be  able  to  visit  witl|  ad- 
vantage those  countries  which  possess  the  finest  specimens 
of  skill  and  genius  in  that  department  of  the  arts. — This 
notice  of  Mr.  Bruce's  application  to  the  study  qf  drawing 
we  have  given  in  the  words  of  his  biographer,  because  it 
was  long  and  confidently  reported  by  those  who  wished  to 
lessen  Mr.  Bruce's  reputation,  that  he  was  totally  and  in- 
corrigibly ignorant  of  the  art. 

His  concern  in  the  wine-trade  gave  him  an  opportunity 
of  travelling  over  a  considerable  part  of  Spain,  Portugal, 
and  the  Netherlands,  but  hearing  of  his  father's  death  in 
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1758^  be  returned  to  England,  and  in  1761  withdrew  en* 
tirely  from  the  wine-trade.     He  now,  from  his  observation 

;  while  in  Spain,  suggested  to  the  prime  minister,  Mr.  Pitt, 
afterwards  lord  Chatham,  the  practicability  of  a  successful 
expedition  against  Ferrol,  in  Galicia,  where  the  Spaniards 
had  a  considerable  harbour,  and  generally  stationed  ^  part 
of  their  navy ;  but  various  circumstances,  of  which  perhaps 
Mr.  Pittas  resignation  was  the  principal,  prevented  this 
enterprise  from  being  attempted.  Disappointed  in  this^ 
he  resolved  to  return  to  his  native  country,  and  pass  his 
time  as  a  private  gentleman,  cultivating  his  paternal  estate. 
One  of  the  new  ministers,  however,  lord  Halifax,  diverted 
him  from  this  design,  and  suggested  Africa  to  him  as  a 

*  proper  field  for  enterprize  and  discovery;  and  that  he 
might  go  under  the  protection  of  a  public  character,  it  was 
proposed  to  send  him  as  consul  to  Algiers.  Bruce  acceded 
to  these  proposals,  and  left  England  in  the  end  of  June 
1762.  He  passed  through  France  and  Italy,  and  carried 
with  him  from  the  latter  country  an  artitt  to  assist  him  in 
his  drawings.  For  his  subsequent  adventures,  his  travels 
into  Abyssinia,  and  his  discovery  of  the  sources  of  the  Nile, 
&c.  we  must  refer  to  his  published  travels.  He  returned 
to  his  native  country  in  1773,  and  in  1776,  he  married  a 
daughter  of  Thomas  Dundas  of  Fingask,  esq.  by  whom  he 
had  three  children,  two  of  whom,  a  son  and  daughter,  are 
still  living.  After  he  settled  at  Kinnaird,  his  time  was 
chiefly  spent  in  managing  his  estate,  in  preparing  his  tra- 
vels for  the  press,  and  other  literary  occupations  ;  and  he 
was  preparing  a  second  edition  of  his  Travels,  when  death 
prevented  the  execution  of  his  design.  On  Saturday, 
April  26,  1794,  having  entertained  some  company  at  Kin<f 
naird,  as  he  was  going  down  .stairs  about  eight  o'clock  in 
the  evening,  to  hand  a  lady  into  a  carriage,  his  foot  slipt, 
and  he  fell  from  a  considerable  height.  He  was  taken  up 
in  a  state  o£  insensibility,  and  expired  early  next  morning. 
Mr.  Bruce's  figure  was  above  the  common  size ;  his 
hnibs  athletic,  but  well  proportioned ;  his  complexion 
sanguine;  his  countenance  manly  and  good-tempered; 
and  his  manners  easy  and  polite.  The  whole  outward  man 
was  such  as  to  announce  a  character  well  calculated  to  con- 
tend with  the  many  difficulties  and  trying  occasions,  which 
soextraordinary  a  journey  could  not  but  have  thrown  in  his 
way.  His'internal  characters,  the  features  of  his  under- 
standing and  disposition,  seem  in  a  great  measure  to,  have 
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corresponded  with  these  outward  litieaments.  As  a  cottntry^ 
gentleman,  tliough  not  withocit  a  tincture  of  haughtiness, 
be  exhibited  the  elegance  of  a  man  of  fashion,  and  thcr 
hospitaiity  of  a   Briton.     His   personal  accomplishments^^ 
fitted  him,  in  a  superior  manner,  for  the  undertakings  in 
which  he  engaged.     His  constitution  was  robust,  and  he 
bad  inured 'himself  to  eV'ery  kind  of  ftitigue  and  exercise. 
Ifr  mental  accomplishments  he  equalled,  if  not  surpassed, 
the  generality  of  travellers.     His  memory  was  excellent, - 
aitd  his  understanding  vigorous  and  well  cultivated.     He 
uhderstood  French,  Italian,  Spanish,  and  Portuguese,  the 
two  first  of  which  he  spoke  and  wrote  with  facility.     Be- 
sides Greek  and  Latin,  which  he  read   i\ell,  though  not 
crtticaMy,  he  knew  the  Hebrew,  Chaldee,  and  Syriac  ;  and, 
in  the  latter  part  of  his  life,  compared  several  portions  of 
the  scriptures  in  those  related  dialects.     He  read  and  spoke 
i#ilh '  ease,  ^  Arabic,    Ethiopic,    and   Amharic.     Necessity 
made  him  acquainted  w  th  these  last,  and  impressed  them 
deeply  on  his  mind.     He  had  applied,  during  the*greatest 
part  of  his  life,  to  the  study  of  astronomy,  and  other  prac-- 
tical  branches  of  mathematical  learning. 

The  most  defective  part  of  his  character,  his  biographer 
Informix  us,  arose  from  his  constitutional  temper,  which 
disposed  him  to  be  suspicious,  and  hasty  in  taking  oflPence, ' 
His  enmities  therefore  were  sometimes  capricious,  though, 
in  general,  well-founded.  His  luve  of  ancestry,  and  prac- 
tice of  telling  his  own  exploits,  though  magnified  into 
tices  by  the  weakest  of  his  enemies,  scarcely  deserve  no- 
tice as  imperfections,  though  they  certainly  were  pronri- 
nent  features. — ^They  contributed,  however,  in  a  great 
nieasure,  to  excite  those  animosities  and  that  incredulity 
Which  for  many  years  prevailed  respecting  the  veracity  of 
bis  narrative. 

His  **  Travels,'*  after  many  years  of  eager  expectation 
dn  the  part  of  the  public,  were  published  in  1790,  atLon^^ 
don,  in  5  vols.  4to,  under  the  title  ^*  Travels  to  discover  the 
Source  of  the  Nile,  in  the  years  17  6S — 1773."  The  reception 
they  iBet  with  was  exceeding  flattering,  yet  numerous  at-^ 
tacks  -were  made  on  the  author^s  character  and  veracity  in 
the  periodical  journals^  to  which  it  is  unnecessary  now  to 
refer  *.     It  seems  agreed  that  the  general  credit  of  the 

-  *  Tbe'late  Dn*I<ort .  formed  ft  con-  agrailist  Bruce,  which  are  now  ib  iiie 

•iderable    collection   of  Memoranda,  possession  of  the  t^iioc  of  tbrs  work;  ia 

correspondence,  scraps  from  the  Jour-  consequence  of   a  purchase    al  Mr. 

Halt  and  NewspapMV,    fcc*  for  and  Oough'i  sale. 
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W6r1s.  has  «umvedr  We  cannot  perha{]^il '  quote  *  a  higher 
authority  than  that  of  Dr.  Vincent,  who  observea  that 
*'  Bruce  mav  have  offended  from  the  warmth  of  his  tem-!» 
per ;.  he  may  have  been  misled  by  aspiring  to  knowledge 
and  scievice  which  he  had  not  sufficiently  examined ;  but 
his  work  throaghout  bears  internal  marks  *of  veracity,  ia 
all.  instances  where  he  was  not  deceived  himself;  and  his 
observations  were  the  best  which  a  man,  furnished  with 
such  instruments,  and  struggling  for  his  life,  could  obr- 
tain."  * 

BRUCIOLl  (Anthony),  a  laborious  Italian  writer,  was 
born  at  Florence  towards  the  conclusion  of  the  fifteenth 
century.  Having  meddled  in  1522  in  the  plot  formed  by- 
some  Florentine  citizens  against  cardinal  Julius  de  Medicis^. 
afterwairds  pope  Clement  VII.  he  was  obliged  to  expatriate 
himself,  and  withdrew  into  France.  The  Medici  being 
driven  out  of  Florence  in  1527,  this  revolution  brought 
hUn  back  to  his  country,  where  the  liberty  with  which  he 
chose  to  speak  against  the  monks  and  priests,  raised  a 
suspiqion  of  his  being  attached  to  the  opinions  of  Luther. 
He  was  put  into  prison,  and  would  not  have  escaped  an 
ignominious  death  but  for  the  kind  offices  of  his  friends; 
who  procured  a  mitigation  of  his  punishment  to  an  exile  of 
two  years.  He  then  retired  to  Venice  with  his  brothers, 
who  were  printers  and  booksellers,  ai^d  employed  their 
presses  in  printing  the  greater  part  of  his  works,  of  which, 
the  most  known  and  the  most  in  request  is  the  whole  Bible 
translated  into  Italian,  with  annotations  and  jemarks,  which 
was  put  by  the  papists  in  the  number  of  heretical  books  of 
the  lirst  class ;  but  the  protestants  held  it  in  such  high 
esteem  that  it  passed  through  several  editions.  The  most 
ample  and  the  most  scarce  is  that  of  Venice,  1546  and 
1548,  3  vols,  folio.  Brucioli  pretends  to  have  made  his_ 
translation  from  the  Hebrew  text:  but  the  truth  is,  that^ 
being  but  moderately  versed  in  that  language,  he  niade 
use  of  the  Latin  version  of  Pagnini.  His  other  works  are^ 
1.  Italian  translations  of  the  natural  history  of  Pliny,  fjad 
several  pieces  of  Aristotle  and  Cicero.  2.  Editions  of  Pe<^ 
trarch  and  Bocace,  with  notes.  ^  *^  Dialogues,'^  Venice^ 
1526,  folio.  The  year  of  his  death  is  not  known;  but  it 
is  certain  that  he  was  still  alive  in  1554.  * 

}  Life  of  Briice  by  Alexander  Marrav^  F«  A.  S.  E.  4to,  180t,  •  work,  of  gnat 
interest  and  impartiaVity.  Diet.  Hkt 


wo  B  B  U  C  K  E  B. 

BRUCKER  (John  James),  the  learned  author  of  the 
^*  History  of  Philosophy,"  was  a  Lutheran  clergyman,  of 
whose  life  we  have  very  few  particulars.  He  was  born 
Jan.  22,  1696,  at  Augsburgh,  and  educated  at  Jena, 
whence  he  returned  to  his  native  place,  and  in  1724,  be- 
came rector  of  Kafbeueren.  He  was  afterwards  pastor  of 
St  Ulricas  church  at  Augsburgh,  where  he  died  in  1770. 
Among  his  works  are,  I.  ^*  Tentamen  introductionis  in 
historiani  doctrinse  de  Ideis,*'  Jena,  1719,  4to.  2.  '^  His* 
toria  philosophica  doctrinoB  de  Ideis,"  Augsburg,  1723,  8vo. 

3.  ♦*  De  Vita  et  Scriptis  CI.  Etringeri,"  ibid.  1724,  8vo. 

4.  ^^  Odum  Vindelicum,  sive  Mel^tematum  Historico-phi- 
losopliicorum  Triga,"  ibid.  17^1,  8vo.  5.  "  Historia  Vitas 
Adolphorum  Occonum,"  Lips.  1734,  4 to.  6.  "  Dissertatio 
Epistol.  de  Vita  Hier.  Wolfii,"  ibid.  1739,  4to.  7.  "  De 
Hoeschelii  Mentis  in  Rem  Literariam,*'  ibid.  1739,  4to. 
8.  ^<  Institutiones  Historiae  Philosophicae,"  ibid.  1727,  8vo, 
and  1756,  4to.  But  the  most  important  work,  to  which 
be  owes  his  chief  reputation,  is  his  *'  Historia  Critica  Phi* 
losophiee,**  published  at  Leipsic  between  the  years  1742 
and  1744,  in  four  large  volumes  4to ;  and  reprinted  at  the 
same  place  in  1767>  with  large  improvements  and  addi- 
tions, in  6  vols.  4to.  This  was  the  fruit  of  nearly  fifty 
years  labour,^  and  has  received  the  general  suffrage  of  the 
learned,  as  being  the  most  comprehensive;  methodical,  and 
impartial  history  of  philosophy  hitherto  written.  He  traces 
the  progress  of  philosophy  through  three  periods,  the 
ancient,  the  middle,  and  the  modern ;  in  the  first  he 
surveys  the  state  of  philosophy  in  the  ancient  world, 
prior  to  the  establishment  of  the  Grecian  states,  and 
in  the  several  sects  of  Grecian  philosophers.  In  the  se« 
cond,  he  exhibits  the  various  forms- under ^ which  it  ap* 
peared,  during  the  course  of  twelve  hundred  years,  among 
the  Romans,  the  Orientalists,  the  Jews,  the  Saracens,  and 
the  Christians.  In  the  third,  he  relates  the  attempts,  whe- 
ther successful  or  unsuccessful,  which  have  been  made 
since  the  revival  of  letters,  to  restore,  or  improve  upon, 
ancient  philosophy,  or  to  introduce  new  methods  of  philo- 
sophizing. It  is  both  a  history  of  doctrines  and  of  men. 
As  a  history  of  doctrines,  it  lays  open  the  origin  of  opi- 
nions, the  changes  which  they  have  undergone,  the  distinct 
characters  of  different  systems,  and  the  leading  points  in 
which  they  agree  or  differ.  As  a  history  of  men,  it  relates 
(be  principal  incidents  in  the  lives  of  the  more  eminent 
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philosophers,  remarks  those  circumstances  in  their  charac- 
ter or  situation  which  may  be  supposed  to  hare  influenced 
their  opinions,  takes  notice  of  their  followers  and  oppo- 
.nents,  and  describes  the  origin,  progress,  and  decline  of 
their  respective  sects.  To  this  part  of  his  work  every  col- 
lector of  biography  must  own  his  obligations.  A  very 
judicious  and  satisfactory  abridgement  of  this  work  was 
published  in  1791,  2  vols.  4to,  by  the  late  Dr.  Enfield:' 

BBUCKMAN  (Francis  Ernest),  a  German  physician 
|ind  botanist,  was  born  at  Marienshal,  near  Helmstadt,  Dec^ 
17,  1697,  and  having  completed  his  studies,  was  created 
doctor  in  medicine  there,  in  the  year  1721.     As  his  taste 
inclined  him  to  botany,  he  travelled  over  Bohemia,  Austria, 
and  a  great  part  of  Germany,  examining  and  collecting 
plants  indigenous  to  those  countries,   and  other  natural 
productions.      In  return   for  his   communications   to   the 
Academia  Nat.  Curios,  and  of  Berlin,  be  was  made  cor- 
responding member  of  those  societies.     Having  finished 
his  travels,  he  settled  at  Brunswick,  where  he  died  March 
21st,  1753.     When  young,  and  before  he  jiad  taken  the 
degree  of  doctor,  he  published  :    1.  "  Specimen  Botani* 
cum,    exhib^ns  fungos  subterraneos,    vulgo  tubera  terras 
dictos,"  Helmst.  1720,  4to,  with  engravings.     2.  **  Opus- 
cula   Medico  botanica,"    Brunswick,   1727,,  4to.     In  this 
he  treats  of  the  medical  qualities  of  various  vegetable  pro- 
ductions, among  others,  of  coffee,  the  use  of  which  he 
condemns.   3.  "  Epistolae  Itinerariai,"  containing  his  obser- 
vations on  vegetable  and  other  natural  productions,  col- 
lected during  his  travels,  in  which  we  find  a  great  body  of 
useful  information.     4.  *^  Historia  naturalis  rs  A^jSe^dsej us- 
que preparatorum  chartae    lini  lintei  et  ellychniorum  in- 
conibustibilium,^'    Brunsw.    1727,    4to,      In   this    he  has 
discovered  that  the  asbestos  is  susceptible  of  printing,  and 
he  had  four  copies  of  the  work  printed  on  this  species  of 
incombustible  paper.     5.  **  Magnalia  Dei  in  locis  subter- 
laAeis,''  a  description  of  all  the  mines  and  mineralogical 
productions  in  every  part  of  the  world,  Brunswick,  and 
Wolfenbuttel,   1727,  and  1730,  2  vols.  fol.« 

BRUCKNER  (John),  a  Lutheran  divine,  settled  in 
England,  was  born  in  the  small  island  of  Cadsand,  near 
the  Belgic  frontier,  Dec.  31,  1726,  and  was  educated 
with  a  view  to  the  theological  profession,  chiefly  at  the 

1  Diet.  Hist.— Saxii  Ooomast.  ^  Diet  HisU-^Rees't  Cyclopedia. 
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UDiyersity  of  Franeker,  whence    be   passed   to  Leyder|« 
There  he  obtained  a  pastorship,  and  profited  by  the  society 
of  Hemsterhuis,  of  Valkenaer,  and  especially  of  the  elder' 
Schultens.     His  literary  acquirements  were  enninent ;  he 
xead  the  Hebrew  and  the  Greek ;  be  composed  correctly  j 
mnd  has  preached  with  applause  in  four  languages,  Latin, 
Dutch,  French,  and  English.     In   1762,  Mr.  Columbine, 
of  a   French  refugee  family,    which  had   contributed  to 
found,  and  habitually  attended,  the  Walloon  church  i^t 
Norwich,  was  intrusted  by  that  congregation,  when  he  was 
on  a  journey  into^Holland,  to  seek  out  a  fit  successor  to 
their  late  pastor,  Mr.  Valloton,  aiKl  applied,  after  due  in- 
tpjiry,  to  Mr.  Bruckner,  who  accepted  the  invitation,  and 
early  in  175:$  settled  as  French  preacher  at  Norwich,  where 
he  officiated  during  fifty-one  years,  %vith  undiminished  ap* 
probation.    About  the  year  1766,  Mr.  Bruckner  succeeded 
also  to  Dr.  Van  Sarn,  as  minister  of  the  Dutch  church,  of 
which  the  duties  gradually  became  rather   nominal  than 
,  real,  in  proportion  as  the  Dutch  famihes  died  oiF,  and  as 
-the  cultivation  of  their  language  was  neglected  by  the 
trading  world  for  the  French.     The  French  tongue  Mr. 
Bruckner  was  assiduous  to  diffuse,  and  gave  public   aiid 
private  lessons  of  it  for  many  years.    .His  incqme  was  now 
convenient  and  progressive.    He  kept  a  horse  and  a  pointer, 
/or  he  took  great  pleasure  in  shooting.     He  drew  occa- ' 
aionally,  and  has  left  a  good  portrait  of  his  favourite  dog. 
He  cultivated  music,  and  practised  much  on  the  organ. 
In  1767  was  printed  at  Leyden  his  '^Th^orie  du  Syst6me 
Animal,'*  in  the  seventh  and  tenth  chapters  of  which  theire 
is  much  anticipation  of  the  sentiments  lately  evolved  in 
the  writings  of  Mr.  Malthus.     This  work  was  well  trans* 
lated  into   English,    under  the   title   ^*  A  Philosophical 
Survey  of  the  Animal  Creation,'*  published  for  Johnson 
and  Payne  in  1768.     Mr.  Bruckner  was  married  in  1782, 
to  Miss  Cooper,  of  Guist,  formerly  his  pupil.     In  1790,  he 
published  under  the  name  Cassander,  from  his  birth-place, 
those  '^  Criticisms  on  the  Diversions  of  Purley,**  which  at* 
tracted  some  hostile  flasbes  from  Mr.  Home  Tooke,  in  his 
subsequent  quarto  edition.    This  pamphlet  displays  a  pro- 
found and  extensive  knowledge  of  the  various  Gothic  dia- 
lects, and  states  that  the  sapie  theory  of  prepositions  and 
conjunctions,  so  convincingly  applied  in  the  ^^  Epeapte* 
roenta^^  to  the  northern  languages,  had  also  been  taught 
concerning  the  Hebrew  and  other   dead   languages  by 
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Schultens.  Mr.  Wakefield^s  pamphlet  against  Social  Wor« 
•hip  drew  from  Mr.  Bruckner,  in  1792,  a  learned  reply; 
In  the  preface  to  these  "  Thoughu  on  Pablic  Worship,^* 
bopes  are  given  of  a  continuation  stilt  desiderated  by  the 
friends  of  religion.  Mr.  Bruckner  began  a  didactic  poem 
in  French  verse,  which  had  for  its  object  to  popularize  in 
another  form,  the  principles  laid  down  in  hi tf  Theory  of 
the  Animal  System.  A  gradual  failure  rather  of  spirit 
than  of  health,  seems  often  to  have  suspended  or  delayed 
the  enterprise ;  to  have  brought  on  a  restless  and  fasU 
tidious  vigilance  ;  and  to  have  prepared  that  terminal 
tion  of  his  life,  which  took  place  on  the  morning  af  Satur* 
day,  May  12,  1804.  He  was  buried,  according  to  his 
own  desire,  at  Guist,  near  the  kindred  of  his  respect^tl 
widow.  His  society  was  courted  to  the  last,  as  his  cofi- 
versation  was  always  distinguished  for  good  sense,  fdr 
argument,  and  for  humour.  He  was  beloved  for  his  at* 
tentions  and  affability  ;  esteemed  for  his  probity  and  pra* 
dence;  and  admired  for  his  understanding  and  learning.^ 

BRUKGHEL  or  BREUGHEL  (Peter),  called  OM 
Brueghel,  to  distinguish  him  from  his  son,  was  the  firit 
of  a  family  of  eminent  artists.  He  was  born  at  Bru^ghd, 
a  village  near  Breda,  in  1510,  and  acquired  the  first  priA« 
ciples  of  his  art  from  Peter  Cock,  or  Koeck-van-Aelat, 
whose  daughter  he  married.  He  afterwards  travelled  in 
France  and  Italy  ;  studied  nature,  amidst  the  mountains  of 
Tyrol,  and  the  scenery  of  the  Alps  ;  and  availed  himself 
of  the  works  of  the  greatest  masters  in  Italy.  On  his  re-* 
turn  from  Italy,  he  resided  for  some  time  at  Antwerp,  and 
from  thence  he  removed  to  Brussels.  Whilst  he  was  em* 
ployed  by  the  magistrates  of  this  city,  in  taking  views  of 
the  canal  which  falls  into  the  Scheldt,  he  sickened,  and 
died  in  157v);  after  having  caused  to  be  burned  in  his 
presence,  all  his  licentious  and  satirical  designs.  He 
chiefly  excelled  in  landscapes,  and  droll  subjects,  re« 
sembling  those  of  Jerom  Bosche ;  and  he  was  particularly 
fond  of  representing  the  marches  of  armies,  robberies, 
skirmishes,  sports,  dances,  weddings,  and  drunken  quar« 
rels;  and  in  order  to  acquire  greater  skill  and  accuracy -in 
this  kind  of  reiiresentations,  he  often  assumed  the  habitH)f 
a  peasant,  and  joined  the  meaner  boors  at  their  feasts  and 
amusements.     His  figures  were  correct,   and  their  drfi<^ 
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peries  well  chosen ;  the  heads  and  hands  were  touched 
with  spirit;  and  his  expression,  though  not  elegant,  was 
true.  Sir  Joshua  Reynolds  says,  that  "  he  was  totally  ig- 
norant of  all  the  mechanical  art  of  making  a  picture;"  but 
there  is  in  his  "  Slaughter  of  the  Innocents"  (which  sir 
Joshua  saw  in  his  travels),  a  great  quantity  of  thinking,  a 
representation  of  variety  of  distress,  enough  for  twenty 
modern  pictures.  His  principal  performance  is  in  the 
emperor's  collection  at  Vienna,  which  is  the  "  Repre* 
sentation  of  the  building  of  the  tower  of  Babel,  by  Nim- 
rod."  Several  of  his  paintings  are  in  the  cabinets  of  the 
emperor  and  elector  palatine,  and  dispersed  through  va* 
rious  parts  of  Europe.  For  his  amusement  he  engraved 
some  few  landscapes  and  grotesque  subjects.  ^ 

BRUEGHEL  (Peter),  the  younger,  and  sometimefl^ 
called  ^^  Hellish  Brueghel"  from  the  nature  of  his  subjects, 
was  the  son  of  the  preceding  artist,  born  at  Brussels, 
and  became  the  disciple  of  Gelles  Coningsloo.  His  com- 
positions rather  excite  disgust  than  satisfaction ;  and  his 
human  figures^  though  freely  pencilled,  and  not  ill  co- 
loured, are  not  much  more  elegant  than  those  of  the  in- 
fernal kind.  In  his  historical  subjects  he  generally  intro- 
duced witches  and  devils ;  such  as  Orpheus  charming  Pluto 
and  Proserpine  to  procure  the  deliverance  of  Eurydice, 
surrounded  with  horrible  forms  and  appearances ;  Saul 
and  the  Witch  of  Endor ;  or  St.  Anthony^s  temptations. 
He  is  also  enumerated  by  Strutt  among  the  engravers.  He 
died  1642.* 

BRUEGHEL  (John),  known,  from  his  favourite  dress, 
by  the  name  of  Velvet  Brueghel,  or  Feuweeler,  was  the 
ion  of  Peter  Brueghel  the  old,  and  consequently  brother 
to  the  preceding.  He  was  born  at  Brussels,  in  1560,  and 
was  instructed,  probably  by  his  father,  and  by  other  artists; 
but,  whoever  were  his  instructors,  he  acquired  an  emi- 
nence in  every  art  of  painting,  in  colouring,  in  design, 
and  in  pencilling,  far  superior  to  that  of  his  father,  and  of 
all  his  contemporaries  in  his  style.  He  began  with  painting 
flowers  and  fruit,  which  he  executed  with  admirable  skill ; 
and  then  proceeded  to  landscapes,  sea-ports,  and  markets, 
in  which  he  introduced,  a  number  of  small  figures,  sur-* 
prisingly  exact  and  correctly  drawn.     At  Cologne,  where 
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he  resided  for  some  time,  he  gained  an  extraordinary  re-^ 
putation ;  and  bis  pictures  were  well  known  and  admired 
in  Italy,  in  which  country  he  spent  some  time.  He  died, 
according  to  the  most  probable  accounts,  in  1625.  That 
the  industry  of  this  artist  must  have  been  singular,  suffi-* 
clently  appears  from  the  number  and  variety  of  his  pictures, 
and  the  exquisite  neatness  and  delicacy  of  their  execution. 
It  has  been  lamented,  however,  by  connoisseurs,  that  his 
distances  are  overcharged  witb  a  bluish  tinge.  Brueghel 
often  decorated  the  pictures  of  his  friends  with  small 
figures,  thus  greatly  enhancing  their  value ;  he  was  em- 
ployed in  painting  flowers,  fruits,  animals,  and  landscape 
scenery,  in  the  pieces  of  history-paintings  ;  and  in  this 
way  Rubens  made  occasional  u&e  of  his  pencil.  He  some-^ 
times  joined  this  master  in  larger  works,  which  have  been 
much  admired ;  and  particularly  in  a  '^  Vertumnus  aind 
Pomona,"  a  picture  three  feet  high  and  four  broad,  highly 
commended  by  Houbraken,  and  sold  at  Amsterdam  for 
above  280/.  sterling;  and  "  a  Terrestrial  Paradise,"  painted 
for  Charles  I.  king  of  England.  In  the  gallery  of  the 
archiepiscopal  palace  at  Milan,  there  is  an  admirable 
landscape  of  Brueghel,  representing  a  desert,  in  which 
Giovanna  Battista  Crespi  painted  the  figure  of  St.  Jerom  ; 
and  among  a  great  number  preserved  in  the  Ambrosian  li- 
brary in  that  city,  there  is  an  oval  picture  of  the  Virgin, 
painted  by  Rubens,  which  is  encompassed  by  a  garland  of 
flowers  admirably  executed  by  Brueghel,  Most  consi- 
derable cabinets  possess  specimens  of  the  art  of  this  master. 
Some  small  engravings  of  landscapes,  &c.  are  also  ascribed 
to  Brueghel.  * 

BRUEYS  (David  Augustin),  a  French  writer  of  a  sin- 
gular character  for  versatility,  was  born  at  Aix,  iu  1 640, 
and  trained  in  the  reformed  religion,  in  defence  of  which 
he  published  some  controversial  pieces,  particularly  against 
Bossuet^s  "  Exposition  de  la  Foi,"  or  Exposition  of  the 
faith;  but  the  prelate,  instead  of  answering,  convertied 
him.  Brueys,  become  catholic,  combated  with  the  Protef- 
stant  ministers,  with  Jurieu,  Lenfant,  and  La  Roche ;  but 
bis  airy  spirit  not  rightly  accommodating  itself  to  serious 
works,  he  quitted  theology  for  the  theatre.  He  composed, 
jointly  with'Palaprat,  his  intimate  friend,  several  comedies 
full  of  wit  and  gaiety.     We  have  also  of  this  writer  a  pro- 
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saic  paraphrase  or  commentary  on  Itorace^s  art  of  poetry* 
In  bis  latter  years  he  became  again  a  controversial  writer, 
^ndy  as  bis  countrymen  say,  imitated  Bellarmine  and 
Moliere  by  turns.  Hedied%at  Montpellier  in  1723,  aged 
eighty -three ;  and  all  bis  dramatic  pieces  were  collected, 
1735,  in  3  vols.  12mo.  His  comedies  ha\e  some  merit, 
liut  his  tragedies  and  other  works  are  deservedly  sunk  into 
oblivion.^ 

BRUHIER  (John  Jamesd*  ABiJkiNCOURT),  a  French  phy- 
sician, was  born  at  Beauvais  al)out  the  end  of  the  seven- 
teenth century,  and  after  studying  medicine,  acquired 
considerable  reputation  by  his  practice  and  his  writings. 
He  also  arrived  at  the  honour  of  being  royal  censor  of  the 
college,  and  a  member  of  the  academy  of  Angers.  He 
died  in  1756^i  after  having  written  or  edited  some  works  of 
merit  in  his  profession  :  1.  **  Observations  sur  le  manuel 
des  Accoucbments,**  Paris,  1733,  4to,  a  translation  from 
Daventer.  2.  *^  La  Medicine  Raisonn^e,^*  from  Hoffmaui 
ibid.  1739,  9  vols.  12mo.  3.  *^  Caprices  d*imagination,  oa 
Lettres  sur  diflFerens  sujets,**  ibid.  1746,  in  which  he  ap- 
pears as  a  physician,  metaphysician,  moralist,  and  critic. 
4.  **  Memoires  pour  servir  a  la  vie  de  M.  Silva,'*  ibid* 
1744,  8vo.  5.  **  Trait^  des  Fievres,"  from  Hoffman,  ibid. 
1746,  3  vols.  ]2mo.  6.  '^  La  Politique  du  Medicin,"  from 
the  same,  ibid.  1751,  12mo.  7.  "  Trait£  des  Alimens,'* 
by  Lemery,  ibid.  1755,  2  vols.  12md.  8.  '^  Dissertations 
surTincertitude'des  signesde  lamort,  et  Tabus  des  enterre* 
Aliens  et  embaumemeus  precipit^s,**  ibid.  1742,  often  re-' 
printed,  and  translated  into  many  European  languages. 
This  is  the  most  useful  of  all*  his  works,  and  has  been  the 
nieans  of  saving  many  lives.  He  wrote  also  some  papers 
in  the  Journal  des  Savans.  * 

BRUIN,  or  BRUYN  (John  de),  professor  of  natural 
philosophy  and  mathematics  at  Utrecht,  was  born  at  Gor- 
cum  in  1620.  He  went  through  a  course  of  philosophy  at 
Leyden;  and  then  pui:sued  his  studies  at  Bois-ie-duc, 
where  he  was  very  much  esteemed  by  Samuel  des  Marets, 
who  taught  philosophy  and  divinity  in  that  place.  He 
went  from  thence  to  Utrecht,  where  he  learnt  the  mathe- 
matics, and  then  removed  to  Leyden,  where  he  obtained 
leave  to  teach  them.  He  was  afterwards  made  professor  at 
Vtrecht;  and  because  the  professors  had  agreed  ampag 
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tfaemselves  that  every  one  might  teach  at  home  scvch  a  paiit 
of  philosophy  as  he  should  think  fit,  de  Bruin,  not  ooo^ 
tented  with  teaching  what  |)is  public  professorship  re* 
l^uired,  made  also  dissections,  and  explained  Grotiu^'s  book 
'^De  jure  belli  et  pacis.'*  He  had  untcommoo  skill. in  dis^ 
Meeting  animals,  and  was  a  great  lover  of  experimems^ 
He  made  also  observations  in  astronomy.  He  published 
dissertatioQ^  ^^  De  vi  altrice/'  /'  De  coiporum  gravitate  et 
fevitate,*'  ^^  De  cognitiope  Dei  naturali,''  ^^  De  lucis  causa 
^t  origine,^*  &c.  He  had  a  dispute  with  Isaac  Vossius,  to 
whom  he  wrote  a  letter,  printed'  ati  Amsterdaoi  in  1663  ; 
wherein  he  cites  Vossius's  boqk  De  natura  et  proprietate 
tucis,  and  strenuously  maintains  the  hypothesis  of  Dei«- 
c^artes.  He  wrote  also  an  apology  for  the  Cartesian  philoso** 
phy  against  a  divine,  named  Vogelsang.  In  1655,  be 
married  the  daughter  of  a  merchant  of  Utrecht^  sister  to 
tlie  wife  of  Daniel  Ebevir,^  the  famous  bookseller  of:  Ani-* 
fTterdam,  by  whom  he  had  two  children  who  lived  biita 
tevf  days.     He  died  in  167 jf><  and.  his.  funeral  oration  wag 

prpnoimced  by  Grajyius.  V  * 

.  BRUMOY  (Peter),  a  celebrated  French  writer,  was 

born  at  Rouen,  Aug/ 26,  1$$8.,  ^nd  commeacedhb  nbvi^ 

ciate  among  the  Jesuits  of  Paris,  Sept.  3,  1704*    Iii  1706, 

he  began  his  philosophical  course  in  the  royal  college,  and' 

in  1703  was  sent  to  Ca^n  to  complete^his  studies  that  he 

might  take  orders.     Souie  of  his.  pieces  are:  dated  from' 

that  city  in  1710  and  1712,  $ind  oqe  from  Bourges  in  171S.^ 

He  appears  indeed  *to  haye  passed  ^leveral  years  iii  thi^ 

country,  where  he  taught  rhetoric.     In  1713,  he  returned 

to  Pans  to  study  theologyy  and  in  1722  he  wal  again  ttt 

Paris,  where  he  took  the  vows  ia  (he  society  of  Jesuits, 

and  was  intrusted  with  the  education  of  the  prince  of  Tal*- 

mVnt.   *About  the  same  time  he  assisted  in  the^^  Memoirs ; 

of  the  Arts  and  Sciences,''  and  cootijiued  his  labours  \xi 

that  journal  until  1729,  when  he  was  obliged  to  leave  Patis 

for  some  time  for  haying  assisted  in  publishiag  father  Mar-* 

gat's  History  of  Tamerlane,  which  it  appears  had  given 

offepce.     His  absence,  however,  was  not  long,  and  on  his 

return,  or  soon  after,  he  was  eniployed  in  continuing  the" 

^^'History  of  the  Giillican  church,''  of  which  six  volumes 

had  been  published  by  fathers  Longueval  and  Fontetiky. 

Iir  1725,  he  was  appointed  professor  of  matheiKiaticSy  and 
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filled  that  chair  for  six  years  with  mtich  repiitation.  It  wis 
probably  in  this  situation  that  he  read  his  lecture^  on  the 
<(  use  of  mathematical  knowledge  in  pohte  hterature,*' 
now  printed  in  the  second  volume  of  his  works,  nor  did  his 
various  public  employments  prevent  his  publishing  many 
other  works,  which  were  well  received  by  the  public.  In 
1 722  he  published,  but  without  his  name,  his  V  Morale 
Chretienne,^'  Paris,  a  small  volume,  of  which  four  editions 
were  soon  bought  up.  In  1723,  he  also  published  the  firsts 
•of  his  three  letters,  entitled  **  Examen  du  poema  {de  M. 
Racine)  sur  la  grace,**  8Vo,  and  in  1724,  ^*  La  vie  de 
Pimperatrice  Eleonore,**  taken  from  that  by  father  Ceva ; 
the  same  year,  *^  Abreg^  des  vertus  de  sceur  Jeanne  Silenie 
de  la  Motte  des  Goutes,'*  Moulins,  12mo;  and  a  new  edi* 
tion  of  father  Mourgues  **  Trait6  de  la  Poesie  Fraocoise,** 
with  many  additions,  1 2mo.  But  the  work  which  contri- 
buted  most  to  his  reputation  was  his  ^^  Greek  Theatre,^ 
entitled  ^^  Theatre  des  Grecs,  contenant  des  traductions 
el  analyses  des  tragedies  Grecques,  des  discours  et  des  re* 
marques  concernant  la  theatre  Grec,  &c."  1730,  3  vols. 
4to,  and  often  reprinted  in  l2mo,  in  France^and  Holland. 
This  useful  work,  not  now  in  such  high  reputation  as  for- 
merly, is  yet  well  known  in  this  country  by  the  translation 
published  by  Mrs.  Charlotte  Lennox  in  1760,  3  vols.  4to; 
to  which  the  earl  of  Corke  and  Orrery  contributed  a  gene- 
ral preface,  and  translated  the  three  preliminary  dis-r 
courses :  Dr.  Sharpe,  Dr.  Grainger,  and  Mr.  Bourryau 
translated  some  other  parts,  and  Dr.  Johnson  contributed  a 
dissertation  on  the  Greek  comedy,  and  the  general  con- 
clusion of  the  work,  v^hich,  in  this  translation,  is  certainly 
highly  polished  and  improved.  "  Brumoy,"  says  Dr.  War - 
ton,  *^  has  displayed  the  excellencies  of  the  Greek  tra- 
gedy in  a  judicious  and  comprehensive  manner.  His 
translations  are  faithful  and  elegant;  and  the  analysis  of 
those  plays,  which  on  account  of  some  circumstanceft  in 
ancient  manners  would  shock  the  readers  of  this  age,  and 
woqld  not  therefore  belir  an  entire  version,  is  perspicuous 
and  full.  Of  all  the  French  critics,  he  and  the  judicious 
Fenelon  have  bad  the  justice  to  confess,  or  perhaps  the 
penetration  to  perceive,  in  what  instatices  Corneille  and 
Racine  have  falsified  and  modernised  the  characters,  and 
overloaded  with  unnecessary  intrigues  the  simple  plots  of 
the  ancients.*^ 
Brumoy  was  also  employed  in  completing  the  history  of 
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the  "  Revolutions  of  Spain,"  left  unfinished  by  father 
Orleans.  This  was  published  in  1734  in  3  vols.  4to,  o^ 
which  about  a  half  belongs  to  our  author.  He  was  next 
requested  by  the  booksellers  to  collect  his  own  miscel-* 
laneous  pieces,  ia  prose  and  verse,  and  published  4  vols. 
12mo,  in  1741.  Some  of  his  poetry  is  in  Latin,  with  trans- 
lations, and  we  find  here  some  dramatic  pieces.  He  was 
also  the  editor  of  various  editions  of  works  at  the  request 
of  the  booksellers.  He  was  employed  on  the  continuation 
of  the^  "  History  of  the  Gallican  church,"  when  he  was 
seized  with  a  paralytic  stroke,  which  proved  fatal  April  17, 
1745.* 

BRUN  (Charles  le),  an  illustrious  French  painter,  was 
of  Scottish  extraction,  and  born  in  1619.  His  father  was 
a  statuary  by  profession.  At  three  years  of  age  it  is  re- 
ported that  he  drew  figures  with  charcoal ;  and  at  twelve 
he  drew  the  picture  of  his  uncle  so  well,  that  it  still  passes 
for  a  fine  piece.  His  father  being  employed  in  the  gar- 
dens at  Seguier,  and  having  brought  his  son  along  with 
him,  the  chancellor  of  that  name  took  a  liking  to  him,  and 
placed  him  with  Simon  Vouet,  an  eminent  painter,  who 
was  greatly  surprised  at  young,  Le.  Brunts  amazing  profi- 
ciency. He  was  afterwards  sent  to  Fontainbleau,  to  take 
copies  of  some  of  Raphaels  pieces|.  The  chancellor  sent 
him  next  to  Italy,  and  supported  him  there  for  six  y^ars. 
L^  Brun,  on  his  return,  met  with  the  celebrated  Poussin, 
by  whose  conversation  he  greatly  improved  himself  in  his 
art,  and  contracted  a  friendship  with  him  which  lasted  as 
]ong  as  their  lives.  Cardinal  Mazarin,  a  good  judge  of 
painting,  took  great  notice  of  Le  Brun,  and  often  sat  by 
him  while  he  was  at  work.  A  painting  of  St.  Stephen, 
which  he  finished  in  1651,  raised  his  reputation  to  the 
highest  pitch.  Soon  after  this,  the  king,  upon  the  repre- 
sentation of  M.  Colbert,  made  him'  his  first  painter,  and 
conferred  on  him  the  order  of  St.  Michael.  His  majesty 
'employed  two  hours  every  day  in  looking  over  him,  whilst 
be  was  painting  the  family  of  Darius  at  Fontaiableau. 
About  1662,  he  began  his  five  large  pieces  of  the  history 
of  Alexander  the  Great,  in  which  he  is  said  to  have  set  the 
actions  of  that  conqueror  in  a  more  glorious  light  than 
Quintus  Curtius  in  his  history.  He  procured  several  ad- 
Tantages  for  the  royal  academy  of  painting  and  sculpture 
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'at  Paris,  ant)  formed  the  plan  of  anothet  for  the  students 
of  bis  own  nation  at  Rome.    There  was  scarce  any  thing 
done  for  the  advancement  of  the  fine  arts  in  which  he  was 
not  consulted.     It  was  through  the  interest  of  M.  Colbert 
that  the  king  gave  him  the  direction  of  all  -his  works,  and 
particularly  of  bis  royal  manufactory  at  the  Gobelins,  where 
he  bad  a  handsome  house,  with  a  genteel  salary  assigned 
to  him.     He  was  also  made  director  and  chancellor  of  the 
royal  academy,  atid  shewed  the  greatest  z^al  to  encourage 
the  fine  arts  in  Ftance.     He  possessed  in  a  great  degree 
that  enthusiasm  which  animates  the  efforts,  and  increases 
the  raptures  of  the  artist.     Some  one  said  before  him  of 
bis  fine  picture  of  the  Magdalen,  ^<  that  the  contrite  peni- 
tent was  really  weeping.** — "  That,"  said  be,  "  is  perhaps 
all  that  you  can  see ;  I  hear  her  sigh.**     He  was  endowed 
with  a  vast  inventive  genius,  which  extended  itself  to  arts 
of  every  kind.     He  was  well  acquainted  with  the  history 
and  manners  of  all  nations.     Besides  his  extraordinary  ta- 
lents, his  behaviour  was  so  genteel,    and  his  address  so 
pleasing,  that  he  attracted  the  regard  and  affection  of  the 
whole  court  of  France  :  where,  by  the  places  and  pensions 
conferred  on  him  by  the  king,  he  made  a  very  considerable 
figure^     He  died  at  his  house  in  the  Gobelins  in  1690, 
leaving  a  wife,  but  no  children.     He  was  author  of  a  curi- 
ous treatise  of  **  Physiognomy  ;**  and  of  another  of  the 
<«  Characters  of  the  Passions.** 

The  paintings  which  gained  him  greatest  reputation, 
were,  besides  what  we  have  already  mentioned,  .t!hose 
which  he  finished  at  Fontainbleau,  the  great  stair-case  at 
Versailles,  but  especially  the  grand  gallery  there,  which 
was  the  last  of  his  works,  and  is  said  to  have  taken  him  up 
fourteen  years.  A  more  particular  account  of  these,  and 
a  general  character  of  his  other  performances,  may  be 
found  in  the  writings  of  his  countrymen,  who  have  been 
very  lavish  in  his  praises,  and  very  full  in  their  accounts 
of  his  works. '  , 

BRUN  (John  Baptiste  le),  known  also  by  the  name 
of  DesmaRETTes,  a  learned  Frenchman,  who  died  at  Or- 
leans in  17S1,  advanced  in  age,  was  author  or  editor  of 
many  pieces  of  ecclesiastical  history,  lives  of  the  saints, 
fcc.  but  deserves  notice  chiefly  for  being  the  editor  of  an 
^iLceUent  edition  of  Lactantius,  collated  with  valuable  ma- 

I  Ar|;iB7tU«.-^PiIkiBStoii.— Strutt.^Perault'0  Henmef  llluitrea. 
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Buscripts,   and  enriched  with  learned  notes^  which  was 
published  in  1 748,  2  vols.  4to,  by  Lenglet  du  Fresnoy.  ^ 

fiRUN  (Lawrence  le),  a  French  Jesuit^  was  born  at 
Nantes  in  1607,  and  died  at  Paris  Sept.  1,  1663.  He 
wrote  many  ..pieces  of  Latin  poetry.  The  principal  are, 
L  <' The  Ignatiad,"  in  xii  books:  the  subject  is  the  piU 
grimage  of  St.  jlgnatius  to  Jerusalem.  ^  This  pobm  forms  a 
part  of  his  **  Virgilius  Christiahus ;''  in  wliicb  he  has  imi* 
tated,  with  more  piety  than  taste,  the  eclogues^  the  geoi^icsi 
and  the  iEneid.  His  ^*  Ovidius  Christiknu^^'i^  in  the  same 
strain :  the  Heroic  Epistles  are  changed  into  pastoral  letters, 
the  Tristibus  into  holy  lamentations,  and.the  Metamorphoses 
into  stories  of  converted  penitents.  .  Father  Le  Brun  aUo 
wrote  <^  Eloquentia  Poetica,^^  Paris,  1655,  4to,  a  treatise 
in  Latin  on  the  prece4)ts  of  the  art  of  poetry,  supported  on 
examples  drawn  from  the  be$t  authors.  At  the  end  is  a 
treatise  on  poetical  commoa-place^,  which  may  be  of  ser** 
vice  to  young  versifiers.  * 

BRUN  (Peter  \£)j  a  French  priest  of  the  oratory,  who 
made  considerable  approaches  to  liberality  and  good  sense 
in  his  writings,  was  born  at  BrignoUe,  in  the  diocese  of 
AH  in  Provence,  in  16QJ,  ^nd  .became  celebrated  for  his 
knowledge  of  ecclesiaftical  history  and  antiquities;  on  which 
subjects  he  lectured  in  the  seminsiry  of  St.  Magloire,  at 
Paris,  ilEbr  thirteen  years.  His  first  publication  appears  to 
have  been  against  the  illusion  of  the  divining  rod ;  *'  Lettres 
pour  prouver  l^illusion  des  philosopher  sur  la  baguette,** 
Paris,  1693,  reprinted  in  1702,  with  many  additions,  un* 
der  the  tide  of  <'  Hi^toire  critique  des  pcatiques  supersti* 
tieuses,  &c."  Of  this  there  was  a  new  edition  ijn  3  vols. 
i2mo,  1733,  with  a  life  of  the  author  by  M.  Bellon,  hi^ 
nephew,  and  in  1737  the  abbe  Granet  printed  a  collectton 
of  pieces  intended  as  a  fourth  volume.  He  also  wrote 
against  the  theatre,  as  an  amusement  improper  for  Chris- 
tians ;  but  his  more  elaborate  work  was  that  on-'^  Liturgies,** 
published  in  4  vols.  8vo,  containing  a  history  of  liturgies, 
prayers,  ceremonies,.  &c.  including  those  of  the  church  of 
England.  Thi|»,  owing  to  some,  liberal  opinionSf  involved 
him  in  a  controversy,  in  which  he  defended  himself  with 
great  ability,  but  before  the  contest  was  over  he  died, 
Jan.  6,  1729.  • 

»  Moreri ^IKct.  HiM. 
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'  BRUNCK"  (Richard  Francis  Frederick),  aceleWated 
Greek  scholar  and  critic,  a  member  of  the  inscriptions  and 
belles  lettres,  and  of  the  institute,  was  born  at  Strasburgb, 
Dec.  30,  1729,  and  died  in  that  city  June  12,  1803.  Of 
his  history  no  detailed  account  has  yet  appeared  in  this 
country,  as  far  as  we  have  been  able  to  learn.  We  are  only. 
told  that  he  was  first  educated  in  the  college  of  Louis  le 
Grand  at  Paris,  and  that  having  afterwards  engaged  in  the 
civil  administration  of  affairs,  he  bad  long  neglected  the 
cultivation  of  letters,  when,  in  the  course  of  the  campaigns 
in  Hanover,  he  happened  to  lodge  at  Giessen,  in  the  house 
of  a  professor  of  the  university.  With  him  he  read  several 
Latin  and  Greek  authors,  and  was  soon  inspired  with  a 
great  predilection  for  the  latter  language ;  but  the  most 
remarkable  particular  is,  that  some  time  before  his  death 
he  lost  on  a  sudden  all  taste  for  the  critical  and  classical 
pursuits  which  he  had  followed  so  eagerly  and  successfully 
for  upwards  of  half  a  century,  and  this  without  any  visible 
decay  of  his  powers  either  intellectual  or  physical.  Yet, 
such  was  the  change,  that  he  totally  abandoned  all  study 
of  his  favourite  Greek,  and  could  not  be  prevailed  upon  to 
cast  even  a  glance  on  any  of  his  favourite  authors,  nor  did  he 
appear  to  take  the  smallest  interest  in  the  discovery  of  a 
manuscript  of  Aristophanes,  which  happened  to  Confirm 
the  greater  part  of  his  notes  and  conjectures  on  that  author, 
a  circumstance,  which,  at  any  other  period  of  his  life,  would 

have  excited    his  warmest  enthusiasm.-    The  works  for 

< 

which  theleained  world  is  indebted  to  his  pen  are,  1. "  Ana- 
iecta  veterum  Poetarum  Graecorum,"  Strasburgb,  1772- 
177d,  3  vols.  8voj  reprinted  1785.  There  is  also  a  quarto 
edition.  2.  "  Ana^reontis  Carmina,"  ibid.  1778,  'l2mo, 
and  r786,  beautiful  and  accurate  editiotis.  3.  "  iEschyli 
Tragoedise,  J*rometheus,  Persae,  Septem  ad  Thebai:  So*- 
^hOclis  Antigone :  Eurrpidis  Medea,"  ibid.  177&,  8vo.  4. 
'*  Sophoclis  Electra,  et  Euripidis  Andromache,"  ibid.  1779, 
-8va.  5.  **  Sophoclis  Oedipus  Tyrannus,  et  Euripidis  Ores- 
tes," ibid.  1779,  8vo.  6.  "  Euripidis  Tragediae  quatuor, 
Heciiba, 'PhoehisSae',  Hyppolytus  et  Bacchae,"  ibid.  1780, 
'8vo,  with  illustrations  from  a  Parisian  MS.  an  excellent 
edition.  7.  *^  ApoUonii  Rhodii  Argonautica,"  ibid.  1780, 
8vo,  the  notes  and  emendations  more  valuable  than  those 
of  any  preceding  author,  but  Brunck  is  accused  of  em- 
ploying conjecture  rather  too  freely.  8.  "  Aristophanis 
Cpoicedias  in  Latinum  Sermonem  converse^,*'  ibid.  178 1, 
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3  vols.  9.  "  Aristophanis  Comoedis  ex  optimis  exera-^ 
plaribus  emendatae,"  ibid.  1783,  8vo,  and  4td;  containing' 
the  preceding  Latin  translation  and  notes  and  emendations^ 
one  of  the  best  editions  of  Aristophanes.  10.  "  Gnomici 
Poetae  Gr»ci,"  ibid.  1784,  8vo.  11.  "  Virgilius,"  ibid; 
1785,  8vo.  12.  <^  Sophoclis  quae  extant  omnia,  cum  ve-^ 
terum  Grammaticorum  scholiis,*^  ibid.  1786,  4to,  2  xohj^ 
and  3  vols.  8vo,  1786 — 9,  an  edition  of  acknowledged  sa<^' 
periority  and  value.  13.  "  Plautus,"  Bipont.  1788,  2  voJi. 
8vo.  14.  **  Terentius,"  1787,  from  the  press  of  Dannbach, 
but  Mr.  Dibdin  mentions  a  Basil  edition  of  1797,  said  to 
have  been  superintended  by  Brunck,  and  printed  in  the 
ifame  manner  with  his  Virgil  of  1789.  Brunck's  enthusias- 
tic admiration  of  the  authors  he  edited  was  such,  that  ho 
conceived  their  writings  to  have  been  originally  immacu- 
late, and  therefore  attributed  to  the  copyists  whatever 
errors  be  discovered.  He  is,  as  we  have  noticed,  accused 
of  takingr  some  bold  freedoms  in  the  restoration  of  what  he 
conceived  defective,  but  he  was  more  remarkable  for  this 
in  the  notes  which  h^'wrote  on  the  margins  of  his  books, 
and  the  manuscript  copies  of  some  Greek  poets  which  he 
left  behind  him.  Of  Apollonius  Rhodius  only  he  wrote 
out  five  copies.  *  • .  ,       ' 

BRUNELLESCHI,  or  BRUNELLESCO  (Philip),  an 
eminent  Italian  architect,  was  born  at  Florence  in  1377v 
His  father  was  a  notary,  and  his  son  for  some  time  was^ 
apprenticed  to  a  goldsmith,  but  afterwards  discovered  a 
turn  foe  geometry,  in  which  he  was  instructed  by  Paul' 
Toscanelli.  A  journey  wkieh  he  happened  to  take  te 
Rome  gave  him  a  taste -for  \aTcbitecture,  which  he  im*; 
proved  by  the  study  .of  the  edifices  in  that  city,  and  had  a 
very  e^irly' opportunity  of  trying  his  skill.  A  dome  was; 
wanted  for  the  church  of  St.  Maria  del  Fiore  at  Florence  ; 
the  ablest  architects  had  been  requested  to  send  in  their^ 
plans^  and  ^»t  of  Brunelleschi  was  adopted,  and  carried 
into  execution  .  with  an  effect  vi^ich  astonisihed  Michael 
AugelorhioiselfL  He  i  was  >next  employed  by  Cosmo  tfaiK 
Great: ii>  building  the. abbey  of  Fesoli,  and  was  afterwards^ 
solicited  for^tbe  plan  of  a  palace  for  Cosmo.  :  BrmiellesclN' 
accordingly  gave  in  a  design  of  great  magidficenee,  but 
Cosmo  thought  proper  to  prefer,  one  moreisuited  to  the 
prudent  oebnomy  wbichf  was  then  necessaity  forbim,  and 
^rl|neUeschi .  w^a  so.  irritated  that  he  4eBtroyed.^]8  designs 

^  Diet.  Hiitv-SaxU  OBOWMt^^Ybl.  ViU.^iHftdis'f  Olastics. 
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Brunelleschi  afterwards  built  the  Pitti  palace,  in  part,  and 
the  church  of  St.  Lorenzo  in  Florence  almost  entirely.  He 
s\bo  gave  some  designs  in  military  architecture.  He  is 
said  to  have  been  the  first  who  attempted  to  restore  the* 
Grecian  orders  of  architecture,  and  uoder  his  control  this 
branch  of  the  art  attained  a  degree  of  perfection  which  it 
had  not  known  from  the  time  of  the  ancients.  Brunelleschi 
died  in  1446,  greatly  lamented^  and  was  interred  with 
somptuous  funeral  honours,  and  Cosmo  erected  a  monu- 
ment to  his  memory.  He  is  said  ']to  have  ^(nployed  his 
leisure  hours  in  cultivating  Italian  poetry,  and  some  of  his 
burlesque  verses  have  been  printed  along  with  those  of 
Burchiello:  there  is  a  separate  poem,  ^^Geta  e  Birria,^* 
scribed  to  him  and  to  Domenico  dal  Prato,  Venice,  151^ 
8vo,  but  this  seems  doubtful.  It  is  more  certain  that  he 
wrote  architectural  descriptions  of  all  his  works,  some  of 
which  are,  or  lately  were,  in  Cosmo's  palace  at  Florence, 
U0W  the  residence  of  the  noble  family  of  Riccardi. ' 

BRUNETTO.     See  LATINI. 

BRUNI,  or  ARETINE  (Leonard),  a  very  eminent  scho-* 
lar  and  hist6rian|  derived  his  name  of  Aretine,  or  Aretino, 
from  Arezzb,  in  which  city  he  was  born  in  the  year  1370, 
of  parents  sufficiently  wealthy  to  bestow  on  him  a  good 
education.  In  his  early  youth  he  was  incited  to  a  lova  of 
letters  by  an  extraordinary  accident.  A  body  of  French 
tr€M>ps^  wlio  were  marching  to  Naples  to  assist  Louis  of 
A190U  in  maintaining  his  claim  to  the  sovereignty  of  that 
kingdom,  at  the  solicitation  of  the  partisans  of  a  faction 
which  had  been  hunished  from  Arezzo,  made  an  unex« 
peeted  attack  upon  that  city ;  and,  after  committing  a 
great  slaughter,  carried  away  many  of  tbe  inhabitants  into 
captivity ;  and,  among  the  rest,  the  family  of  Bruni.  Leo* 
nardo  being  confined  in  a  chamber  in  which  hwig  a  por«* 
U^t  of  Petrarch,  by  daily  contemplating  the  lineaments  of 
tbaik  illustrious  scholar,  conceived  so  strong  a  desire  to  sig* 
ualiae  himself  by  literary  accpiirements,  that  immediately 
«pon  bis  enlargement  he  repaired  to  Florence,  where  he 
ptosecttted  hia  Indies  with  unremitting  diligence^  under 
the  dik^ectioA  of  John  of  B&venna,  and  Hi^nud  Chrysolmas; 
DuHng  his  residence  at  Florence^  he  contracted  a  strict- 
ittliniacy  with  the  celebrated  JPoggio  Brax^cioliiii,  and  the 
kttcr.  being,  afterwards  informed  by  Leonardo  that  be 
wished  ta  procure  a  presentation  to  some  place  of  honour 
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or  emolument  in  the  Roman  chancery^  took  evciy  6pp<Hr« 
tunity  of  recommending  him. .  In  consequence  of  this^ 
pope  Innocent  VIL  invited  him  to  Rome,  where  he  ar- 
rived March  24,  140^,  but  was  at  first  disappointed  in  bis 
hopes,  the  place  at  "which  he  aspired  being  intended  for 
another  candidate,  Jacopo  d^Angelo.  Fortunately,  how- 
ever, the  pope  having  received  certain  letters  from  the 
duke  of  Berry,  determined  to  assign  to  each  of  the  com- 
petitors the  task  of  drawing  up  an  ^swer  to  them,  and  the 
compositions  being  compared,  the  prize  was  unanimously 
adjudged  to  Leonardo,  who  was  instantly  advanced  to  the 
dignity  of  apostolic  secretary,  and  by  this  victory  conai^ 
derably  increased  his  reputation,  as  his  competitor  was  a 
man  of  very  considerable  talents.  (See  Anqelo,  Jam£S«) 
In  1410  Leonardo  was  elected  chancellor  of  the  city  of 
Florence,  but  finding  it  attended  with  more  labour  than 
profit,  resigned  it  in  1411,  and  entered  into  the  service  of 
pope  John  XXIL  and  soon  after  went  to  Arezzo,  where 
be  married  a  young  lady  of  considerable  distinction  in  that 
city.  He  was  thought  by  his  contemporaries  rather  too 
attentive  to  the  minutiae  of  economy,  and  having  married  a 
lady  who  loved  dress  and  ornaments,  was  somewhat  disap^^ 
pointed.  In  a  letter  to  his  friend  Poggio,  after  giving  an 
account  of  his  marriage  expences,  he  adds,  ^^  In  short,  I 
have  in  one  night  consummated  my  marri^^e,  and  con<- 
sumed  my  patrimony.*'  In  1415  he  accompanied  pope  John 
XXni.  to  the  council  of  Constance,  and  this  pope  having 
been  there  deposed^  Leonardo  returned  to  Florence,  where 
be  was  chosen  secretary  to  the  republic^  and  was  employed 
in  several  political  affiiirs  of  importance.  He  died  in  the 
beginning  of  1444,  and  was  interred  with  the  most  solemn 
magnificence  in  the  churdi  of  Santa  Groce,  with  the  fol- 
lowing inscliption,  which  iM  still  legible,  but  not  worthy  of 
the  object: 

Fost^am  Leonaidus  e  vitiL  migravit> 
Historia  higet,  Eloguentia  muta  est. 
Ferterque  Musas  turn  Grscas  turn  Latinas 
Tataimas  tenere  non  poluisise. 

Leonaxdo  Bnini  was  not  only  one  of  liie  most  learned 
men  of  hoA  age,  but  one  of  the  most  amiable  in  character 
asnd  manners,  Bor  was  his  fame  confined  to  Italy.  The 
learned  of  Fttokce  tiftd  Spain  travelled  to  Florence  to  ba;re 
the. honour  cyf  seeing  him,  and  it  is  said  that  a  Spaniard 
Wibo  wsis  ordered  by  the  king  to  pay  him  a  vint,  knelt 
down  in  his  presencOi*  and  could  with  difficulty  be  per- 
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soaded  to  quit  thai:  bumble  aud  admiring  posture.  These 
bonours,  however,  excited  no  pride  in^  Leonardo.  The 
only  failing  of  which  he  has  been  accused  is  that  of  ararice  ; 
but,  as  one  of  bis  biographers  remarks,  that  naitie  is  some-* 
times  given  to  prudence  and  economy.  His  friendships^ 
were  lasting  and  sincere,  and  he  was  never  known  to  re- 
sent ilUusage  with  much  asperity,  unless  in  the  case  of 
Niccolo  Niccoli,  who  appears  to  have  given  him  sufficient 
provocation.  The  case,  indeed,  on  tjie  part  of  Niccoli 
appears  abundantly  ridiculous ;  a  termagant  mistress  whom 
be  kept  had  been  publicly  disgraced,  and  Niccoli  expected 
that  his  friends  should  condole  with  him  on  the  occasion. 
Leonardo  staid  away,  for  which  Niccoli  reproached  bim, 
and  when  Leonardo  offered  him  such  advice  as  morality  as 
well  as  friendship  dictated,  irritated  Leonardo  by  his 
reiterated  reproaches  and  insulting  language.  The  con-^ 
sequence  was  a  satire  Leonardo  wrote,  a  manuscript  copy 
of  which  is  in  the  catalogue,  although  not  now  in  the  li* 
brary,  of  New  coUtpge,  Oxford.  The  title  of  it  was  **  Le- 
onardi  Florentini  oratio  in  nebulonem  maledicum.'*  It  ap- 
pears by:  Mehos's  catalogue  of  his  works  to  be  in  the  Lan- 
rentian  library.  Poggio,  however,  at  last  succeeded  in 
reconciling  tbe  parties. 

If,  according  to  some,  Leonardo  was  occasionally  im* 
patient  in  his  temper,  and  too  apt  to  take  offence,  his  late 
biographer  has  given  an  anecdote  which  shews  that  he  had 
the  good  sense  to  be  soon  convinced  of  his  error,  and  the 
inffenuousness  of  spirit  to  confess  it.  Having  engaged  in 
a  literary  discussion  with  Gianozzo  Manetti,  he  was  so 
exasperated  by  observing  that  the  bye-standers  thought 
him  worsted  in  argument,  that  he  vented  his  spleen  in 
outrageous  expressions  against  his  antagonist.  On  the  foU 
lowing  mcHTiing,  however,  by  break  of  day,  he  went  to 
the  house  of  Gianozzo,  who  expressed  his  surprize  .that  a 
person  of  Leonardo's  dignity  should  condescend  to  honour 
him  so  far  as  to  pay  bim  an  unsolicited  visit.  On  this, 
Leonardo  requested  that*Gianozzo  would  favour  him  with 
a  private  conference,  and  thus  apologized  for  the  warmth 
of  his  temper  ;  ^'  Yesterday  I  did  you  great  injustice  ;  but 
I  soon  began  to  suffer  punishment  for  'my  offence,  for  I 
have  not  closed  my  eyes  during-  the  whole  night,  and  I 
could  not  rest  till  I  had  made  to  you  a  confession  of  my 
iault.^'  Mr. .  Shepherd  justly  observes,  that  the  man  who 
by  the  voluntary  acknowledgment  of  an  error  could  thus 
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frankly  throw  himself  upon  the  generosity  of  one  whom  he 
had'  offended,  must  have  possessed  in  his  own  mind  a  fund 
of  probity  and  honour.  The  failings  of  'Leonardo  were 
indeed  anriplycouDterbalariced  by  his  strict  integrity,  his 
guarded  temperance,  his  faithful  discharge  of  his  public 
duties,  ana  his  zeai  in  the  cause  of  literature. 

His  works  are,  1  *'  Histortarum  Florentini  populi,  lib. 
duodecim,"  Strasburgh,  1610,  fol.  The  Italian  translation 
by  Acciajolo  was  printed  at  Venice,  1473,  1560,  and  1501,^ 
and  at  Florence,  1492;  2.  "  Leonardi  Aretihi  de  Tem- 
J)oribus  suis  Libri  duo,"  fol.  Venice,  1475  and  1485,  &c. 
3.  "  De  fiello  Italico  adversus  Gothos  gesto  Libri  quatuor,'* 
fotjiided  upori'the  Greek  history  of  Procopius,  FcJignoj 
1470,  and  ofteii  reprinted.  4.  "  De  Bello  Punico  Libri 
tres,"  Brix.  1498,  &c,  5.  "  Commentarium  Rerum  Grse- 
carum,"  Leyden,  1639,  &c.  6.  "  Isagogicon  moralis  dis- 
ciplina?  ad  Galedtum  Ricasolanum."  This  work  also  bears 
the  title  of  **  Dialogus  de  moribus,  &c."  and  under  th^ 
title  of  <*  Aristoteles  de  liioribus  ad  Eudemum  Latine  Leon. 
Aretino  interprete,"  was  printed  at  Lou  vain,  147-5,  &c.  7. 
**  Ad  Peftrum  Histrium  dialogorum  Libri,"  Basil,  1536, 
and  Paris,  1642.  8.  "  De  Studiis  et  Literis  ad  illustrem 
Dominum  Baptistam  de  Malatestis,"Strasburgh,  1521,  &c. 

9.  **  Laudatio  Joan.  Strozzae^"  in  Baliizzi's  Miscellanies. 

10.  "  Tmperatoris  Heliogabali  oratio  protreptica,"  pub-^ 
li^hed  by  Aldus  Manutius  in  his  "  Hist.  Augustse  Scriptos^es. 
Minores."  11.  "  Oratio  in  Hypocritas,"  printed  in  the 
Fasciculus  of  Ortuinus  Gratius,  Cologn,  1535,  Leyden, 
1679,  and  Londsn,  1691.  12.  "  La  vita  di  Dante  e  icostu- 
mi  e  studj  di  Petrarca.'*  The  life  of  Petrarch  was  edited 
by  Phil.  Tomasinus  in  his  ^'  Petrarca  Redivivus,"  Padua, 
1650,  and  was  reprinted  with  the  life  of  Dante,  1671.  13. 
"  Magni  Basilii  Liber  in  Latinum  translatus,"  Brix.  1485, 
&c.  14.  Seven  of  Plutarch's  Lives  translated  from  the 
Greek,  Basil,  1542.  1 5.  **  Apologia  Socratis,"  Bonon. 
1502r.  15.  "  Aristotelis  Ethicorum  Libri  decern,"  Paris, 
1504  and  1510,  &c.  1 6. ' "  Aristotelis  Politicorum,  libri 
octo."  Venice,  1504,  &c.  17.  "  Oeconomicorum  Arista- 
tell*  Libri  duo,"  Basil,  1538.  18.  "  Oratio  ^schinis  in 
Ctesiphontem,"  Basil,  1528,  1540.  19.  "  Oratio  Demo- 
sthenis  contra  JEschinem,'*  ibid.  1528.  20.  "  De  cruddi 
amorisexitH  Guisguardi,  &c."  a  translation  of  one  of  Boc« 
caccio's  tales,  Turon*  1467,  printed  also  in  the  works  of^ 
Pius  II.     21.  "  Epistolarum  Libri  VIII."  1472,  toL  often 
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reprinted  22.  ^<  Canzone  oiorale  di  Messer  Lionardo,** 
printed  in  the  third  volume  of  Cresceoibijii^s  Italian  poetry. 
The  numerous  editions  through  which  many  of  bis  worka 
passed  afford  a  sufficient  indication  of  the  esteem  in  which 
they  were  held  by  the  learned  of  the  fifteenth  and  six- 
teenth centuries. ' 

BRUNNE  (Robert  de),  or  Robert  Mannyno,  the  first 
English  poet  who  occurs  in  the  fourteenth  century,  wai( 
born  probably  before  1270,  as  he  was  received  into  the 
order  of  black  canons  at  Brunne,  about  1288.  Malton 
appears  to  have  been  his  birth-place,  but  what  Malton  if 
doubtful.  He  was,  as  far  as  can  be  discovered,  merely  a 
translator.  His  first  work,  says  Warton,  was  a  metrical 
paraphrase  of  a  French  book,  written  by  Robert  Grostbead, 
bishop  of  Lincoln,  called  '^  Manuel  Pecche*'  (Manuel  des 
P^ch6s),  being  a  treatise  on  the  decalogue,  and  on  the 
seven  deadly  sins,  which  are  illustrated  with  many  legen* 
dary  stories.  It  was  never  printed,  but  is  preserved  in  the 
Bodleian  library,  MSS.  No.  415,  and  in  the  Harleian  MSS. 
No.  1701.  His  second  and  Qiore  important  work  is  a  me- 
trical chronicle  of  England,  in  two  parte,  the  former  of 
which  (from  iEneas  to  the  death  of  Cadwallader)  is  trans- 
lated from  Wace's  '^  Brut  d^Angleterre,"  and  the  latter 
(from  Cadwallader  to  the  end  of  the  reign  of  Edward  I.) 
from  a  French  chronicle  written  by  Peter  de  Langtoft,  an 
Augnstine  canon  of  Bridlington  in  Yorkshire,  who  is  sup-* 
posed  to  have  died  in  the  reign  of  Edward  11.  and  was 
therefore  contemporary  with  his  translator.  Hearne  has 
edited  Robert  de  Brunne,  but  has  suppressed  die  whole  of 
bis  translation  from  Wace^  excepting  the  prologue,  and  a 
&w  extracts  which  he  found  necessary  to  illustrate  iiia 
glossary.  Mr.  Ellis,  to  whom  we  are  indebted  for  this  ar- 
ticle, has  given  some  specimens  of  de  Brunne^s  work. ' 

BRUNNER  (Jo^N  Conrad),  a  Swi^s  physician  and  anm- 
tomifit  of  eminence,  was  bom  at  Diessenbofen,  the  I6th  of 
Januaiy,  1653.  After  passing  through  the  usual  sdiool 
education,  he  was  sent,  at  the  age  ^f  six|e(en,  to  9traf- 
JiMirghy  where,  a|>plyiiig  assiduously  ta  the  study  of  physic 
and  anatomyi  be  was  created  doctor  in  medicine  in  1672. 

1  Sbepheid*s  Xih  of  Pogfio  BnceioUni,  |>.  99,  45, 13^  SS8.«-iQiiicucii^  llitt. 
tH.  d'ltaKe,  toL  III.  p.  294.--6eii.  DioL— fabric.  Bibl.  Ut  Med.— Snii 

t  Eiiift*^  SpeciqMns,  vol.  I.  p.  lU.^Wartop'«  Hist  of  Poetry,  vol.  I.  p.  40» 
44,  b%  ea— 4-*-6^  *73«.7--a,  9»,  $1, 1S5, 115,  US,  ISO— 1, 15S— S^  )S1, 16S, 

rts,  19%  sa4,  asi,  ssa. 
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For  his  thesis,  he  gave  the  anatoiriy  of  a  child  with  twp 
heads,  which  he  met  with.     He  now  went  to  Paris,  and 
attended  the  schools  and  hospitals  there  with  such  assi- 
duity, as  to  attract  the  notice,  and  gain  him  the  intimacy 
of  Dionis  and  du  Verny,  who  were  present  while  he  made 
the  experiments  on  the  pancreas,  which  enabled  him,  some 
years  after,  to  publish  a  more  accurate  description  of  that 
viscus,  than  had  been  before  given,  under  the  title  of  *^  £x- 
perimenta  nova  circa  Pancreas.  Accedit  Diatribe  de  Lym- 
pha  et  genuino  Pancreatis  usu,'*  Leidae,  1682,  8vo.     Ha 
proved  that  the  fluid  secreted  by  the  pancreas  is  not  ne* 
cessary  to  digestion,  and  that  an  animal  may  live  after  that 
viscus  is  taken  out  of  the  body,  having  tried  the  experiment 
upon  a  dog,  which  perfectly  recovered  from  the  operation, 
On  quitting  Paris,  he  came  to  London,  and  was  introduced 
to  Dr.  Willis,  Lower,  and  Henry  Oldenburg,  secretary  to 
the  royal  society.     From  England  he  passed  to  Holland, 
and  studied  for  some  months  at  Leyden.     At  Amsterdam 
he  visited  Swammerdam  and  Ruvsch,  with  whom  he  after- 
wards  corresponded.     Returning  jhome  he  was  made  pro- 
fessor of  medicine  at  Heidelberg,  and  first  physician  to  the 
elector  palatine,  who  conferred  on  him  the  title  of  baron 
de  Brunn  in  Hamerstein.    About  the  same  time,  he  married 
one  of  the  daughters  of  the  celebrated  Wepfer,  and  was 
elected  honorary  member  of  the  academia  naturse  curios. 
in  return  foi*  some  ingenious  dissertations  which  he  had 
communicated  to  them.     In  1688  he  publised  **  Disserta- 
tio  Anatomica  de  Olandula  pituitaria,^^  Heideib.  4to.  From 
this  time  he  became  in  such  great  request  for  his  know* 
ledge  and  success  in  practice,  that  he  was,  in  saccession, 
consulted  by  most  of  the  princes  in  Germany.     Atnong 
others,  in  1720,  he  was  sent  for  to  Hanover,  to  attend  the 
prince  6f  Wales,  afterwards  king  George  IL     In  1715  he 
published  at  Heidelberg,  *'  Giandula  Duodeni  seu  Pan- 
creas secundum  detectum,*'  4to,  which  was  only  an  im- 
proved edition  of  his  "  De  Glandulis  in  Duodeno  Intestino 
.  detectis,"  which  had  been  before  twice  printed.     There 
are  some  other  lesser  works,  the  titles  and  accounts  of 
which  are  given  by  Haller,  in  his  Bib.  Anat.     In  the  latter 
edition  of  Wepfer's  works  are  given  dissections  by  our  auf 
thor,  of  the  heads  of  some  persons  who  died  of  apoplexy, 
of  whom  he  bad  had  the  care.     Though  early  afflicted  with 
gravel,  and  in  the  latter  part  of  his  life  with  gout,  he  con- 
tinued to  attend  to  the  calls  of  his  patients^  though  living 
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a  great  distance  from  his  residence.  When  in  his  74tb 
year,  be  went  in  great  baste  to  Munich,  to  attend  the 
elector  Maximilian  Emanuel ;  on  his  return,  he  was  seized 
with  a  fever,  which,  m  a  few  days,«  put  an  end  to  his  life, 
October  2,  1727.* 

BRUNO  (St.)  founder  of  the  Carthusian  monks,  was 
descended  from  an  ancient  and  honourable  family,  and 
born  at  Cologn  about  the  year  1030.  He  was  educated 
JGrst  among  the  clergy  of  St.  Cuiiibert's  church  at  Cologn, 
and  afterwards  at  Rheims,  whjpre  he  attracted  so  much 
notice  by  his  learning  and  piety,  that  on  a  vacancy  oc- 
curring, he  was  promoted  to  the  office  or  rank  of  Scholas- 
ticus,  to  which  dignity  then  belonged  the  direction  of  the 
studies,  and  all  the  great  schools  of  the  diocese.  In  this 
office,  which  he  filled  with  great  reputation,  he  continued 
until  1077,  when  the  scandalous  conduct  of  Manasses, 
archbishop  of  Rheims,  who,  by  open  simony  bad  got  pos- 
session of  that  church,  induced  him  to  join  with  some 
others  in  accusing  Manasses  in  a  council  held  by  the  pope's 
legate  at  Autun.  Manasses  accordingly  was  deposed,  and 
the  church  of  Rheims  was  about  to  choose  Bruno  for  his 
successor  in  the  archbishopric,  when  he  resigned  bis  office, 
and  persuaded  some  of  his  friends  to  acconipany  him  into 
solitude.  After  searching  for  some  time  to  discover  a 
proper  place,  they  arrived  at  Grenoble  in  1084,  and  re- 
quested the  bishop  to  allot  them  some  place  where  they 
might  serve  God,  remote  from  worldly  affairs.  The  bishop 
having  assigned  them  the  desert  of  Chartreuse,  and  pro- 
mised them  his  assistance,  Bruno  and  his  companions,  six 
in  number,  built  an  oratory  there,  and  small  cells  at  a  little 
distance  one  from  the  other  like  the  ancient  Lauras  of  Pa- 
lestine, in  which  they  passed  the  six  days  of  the  week,  but 
assembled  together  on  Sundays.  Their  austerities  were 
rigid,  generally  following  those  of  St.  Benedict  ;  and, 
among  other  rules,  perpetual  silence  was  enjoined,  and  all 
their  original  observances,  it  is  said,  were  longer  preserved 
unchanged  than  those  of  any  other  order.  Before  the  late 
revolution  in  France,  they  had  172  convents  divided  intc^ 
sixteen  provinces,  of  which  five  only  are  said  to  have  been 
nunneries,  all  situated  in  the  catholic  Netherlands,  and 
where  the  injunction  of  silence  was  dispensed  with.    There 

*  JHaller  and  Manget. — Reel's  Cyclopaedia, 
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were  nine  monasteries  of  this  order  in  England  at  the  dis^ 
solution  under  Henry  VIII. 

After  St.  Bruno  bad  governed  this  infant  society  for  six 
years^  he  lyas  invited  to  Rome  by  pope  Urban  II.  who  had 
formerly  been  his  scholar  at  Rheims,  and  now  received  him 
with  every  mark  of  respect  and  confidence,  and  pressed  him 
to  accept  the  archbishopric  of  Reggio.  This  npwever  he 
declined,  and  the  pope  consented  that  he  should  withdraw 
into  some  wiidernt:ss  on  the  niountains  of  Calabria.  Bruno 
found  a  convenient  solitude  in  the  diocese  of  Squillaci, 
where  he  settled  in  1090,  with  some  new  disciples,  until 
his  death,  Oct.  6.  1101.  There  are  only  two  letters  of  his 
remaining,  one  to  Raoul  le  Verd,  and  the  other  to  his 
monks,  which  are  printed  in  a  folio  volume,  entitled  ^^  S. 
Brunqnis  Opera  et  Vita,"  1524,  but  the  other  contents  of 
the  volume  belong  to  another  St.  Bruno,  first  a  monk  of 
Soleria  in  the  diocese  of  Ast,  and  hence  called  AsTlENSis. 
He  distinguished  himself  at  the  council  of  Rome  in  1079 
against  Berenger,  and  was  consecrated  bishop  of  Segni  by 
Gregory  VII.  He  died  in  1125,  and  is  reckoned  among 
the  fathers  of  the  church.  He  is  reputed  to  have  written 
with  more  elegance,  clearness,  and  erudition,  than  most 
authors  of  bis  time,  and  there  are  several  editions  of  his 
works.  The  Carthusian  Bruno  wrote  on  the  Psalms  and 
on  some  of  St.  Paul's  epistles.  He  followed  the  system  of 
Augustine  concerning  grace,  but  it  seems  doubtful  if  any 
genuine  works  of  his  remain,  unless  what  we  have  men- 
tioned. * 

BRUNO  (Jordan),  an  Italian  writer  to  whom  atheism 
has  been  generally,  but  unjustly,  imputed,  was  born  atNola 
-in  the  kingdom  of  Naples,  about  the  middle  of  the  six* 
teenth  century.  His  talents  are  said  to  have  been  consi- 
derable, but  this  is  hardly  discoverable  from  bis  works  :  he 
early,  however,  set  up  for  an  inquirer  and  innovator,  and 
very  naturally  found  many  things  in  the  philosophy  and 
theology  tl^en  taught  in  Italy,  which  he  could  not  compre- 
hend. Being  fond  of  retirement  and  stud}',  he  entered 
into  a  monastery  of  Dominicans,  but  the  freedom  of  his 
opinions,  and  particularly  of  his  censures  on  the  irregu- 
larities of  the  fraternity,  rendered  it  soon  necessary  to 
leave  his  order  and  his  country.     In  1582,  he  withdrew  t# 

1  Butler's  Lives  of  the  Saints.— Dupln.—Mbsbeim,  &c. 
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Geneva,  where  his  heretical  opinions  gave  offence  to  CaU 
vin  and  Beza,  and  he  was  soon  obliged  to  provide  for  his 
safety  by  flight.     After  a  short  stay  at  Lyons  he  came  to 
Paris,  and  his  innovating  spirit  recommended  him  to  the 
notice  of  multitudes,  who  at  this  time  declared  open  hos« 
tilities  against  the  authority  of  Aristotle.     In  a  public  dis^ 
putation,  held  in  the  royal  academy,  in  1586,  he  defended, 
three  days  successively,  certain  propositions  concerning 
nature  and  the  world,  which,  together  with  brief  heads  of 
the  arguments,  he  afterwards  published  io  Saxony,  under 
the  title  of  "  Acrotismus,*'  or  "  Reasons  of  the  physical 
articles  proposed  against  the  Peripatetics  at  Paris."     The 
contempt  with  which  Bruno,  in  the  course  of  these  debates, 
treated  Aristotle,  exposed  him  to  the  resentment  of  the  aca- 
demic professors,  who  were  zealous  advocates  for  the  old  sys* 
tern ;  and  he  found  it  expedient  to  leave  the  kingdom  of  France. 
According  to  some  writers,  he  now  visited  England,  in  the 
train  of  the  French  ambassador  Castelneau,  where  he  was  hos^ 
pitably  received  by  sir  Philip  Sydney  and  sir  Fulke  Greville, 
and  was  introduced  to  queen  Elizabeth.     But  though  it  is 
certain  from  his  writings  that  he  was  in  England,  he  pro- 
bably made  this  visit  in  some  .other  part  of  his  life,  and  we 
should  suppose  before  this,  'in  1683  or  1584.     For,  about 
the  middle  of  the  same  year  in  which  he  was  at  Paris,  we 
find  him,  at  Wittenburg,  a  zealous  adherent  of  Luther. 
In  this  city  he  met  with  a  liberal  reception,  and  full  per- 
mission to  propagate  his  doctrines :  but  the  severity  with 
which  he  inveighed  against  Aristotle,  the  latitude  of  his 
opinions  in  religion-as  well  as  philosophy,  and  the  contempt 
with  which  he  treated  the  masters  of  the  public  schools, 
excited    new  jealousies ;    and    complaints  were  lodged 
against  him  before  the  senate  of  the  university.   To  escape 
the  disgrace  which  threatened  him,  Bruno,  after  two  years 
residence  in  Wittenburg,  left  that  place,  and  took  refuge 
in  Helmstadt,  where  the  known  liberality  of  the  duke  of 
Brunswick  encouraged  him  to  hope  for  a  secure  asylum. 
But  either  through  the  restlessness  of  his  disposition,  or 
through  unexpected  opposition,    he  went  next  year  to 
Francfort,  tp  superintend  ah  edition  of  bis  works,  but  be- 
fore it  was  completed  was  obliged  again,  probably  from 
fear  of  perseetftion,  to  quit  that  city.    His  next  residence 
was  at  Padua ;  where  the  boldness  with  which  he  taught 
his  new  doctrines, '  and  inveighed  against  the  court  of 
Rome,  caused  him  to  be  apprehended  and  brought  before 
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tibie  inquisition  at  Venice.  There  he  was  tried,  and  con« 
l^icted  of  his  errors.  Forty  days  being  allowed  him  to  de^ 
liberate,  he  promised  to  retract  them,  and  as  at  the  expira* 
tion  of  that  term^  he  still  maintained  his  errors,  he  dbtained 
9  further  respite  for  forty  days.  At  last,  it  appearing  that 
be  imposed  upon  the  pope  in  order  to  prolong  his  life,  sei^^ 
tence  was  finally  passed  4ipon  him  on  the  9th  of  February 
1600.  He  made  no  offer  to  retract  during  the  week  that 
was  allowed  him  afterwards  for  that  purpose,  but  under-^ 
went  his  punishment  on  the  17th,  by  being  burnt  at  a  stake. 

Many  modern  writers  have  very  successfully  wiped  off 
the  aspersion  of  Bruno's  being  an  atheist;  but,  whatever 
he  was  with  respect  to  religion,  his  character  appears  never 
to  have  risen  much  higher  than  that  of  a  dealer  iii  para-^ 
dpxes.  Brucker,  who  seems  to  have  examined  his  works, 
and  whose  history  we  have  chiefly  followed  in  the  pre* 
ceding  account^  says,  that  a  luxuriant  imagination  supplied 
him  with  wonderful  conceptions,  intelligible  only  to  a  few, 
which  were  never  formed  into  a  system.  Not  possessihg 
that  cool  and  solid  judgment,  and  that  habit  of  patient  at- 
tention, which  are  necessary  to  a  thorough  investigation  of 
subjects,  he  frequently  embraced  trifling  and  doubtful  pro- 
positions as  certain  truths.  His  ideas  are  for  the  most  part 
wild  and  fantastic,  and  he  indulged  himself  in  a  most  un-* 
bounded  liberty  of  speech.  Some  of  his  original  concep- 
tions are  indeed  more  luminous  and  satisfactory,  and  nearly 
coincide  with  the  principles  of  philosophy  afterwards  re-^ 
ceived  by  Des  Cartes,  Leibnitz,  and  others.  But  these 
sparks  of  truth  are  buried  in  a  confused  mass  of  extravagant 
and  trifling  dogmas,  expressed  in  a  metaphorical  and  in- 
tricate style,  and  immethodically  arranged.  Bruck^ 
thinks  that  his  doctrine  was  not  founded,  as  Bayle  and  L&f 
Croze  maintain,  on  the  principles  of  Spinozism,  but  oa 
the  ancient  and  absurd  doctrine  of  emanation. 

His  most  celebrated  philosophical  pieces  are  the  follow- 
ing :  I.  De  Umbris  Idearum,  ^^  On  Shadows  of  Ideas.*'  2* 
De  rinfinito,  Universo,  et  Mondi,  "  Of  Infinity,  the  Uni- 
vei^e,  and  World."  3.  Spaccio  della  Bestia  triomfapte, 
'^  Dispatches  fropi  the  Triumphant  Beast;"  4.  Oratio 
valedictoria'  habita  in  Academia  Wittebergensi,  '^  A  fare- 
well Oration  delivered  in  the  University  of  Wittenberg.'*. 
5.  De  IVIonade,  Numero,  et  Figura,  '^  Of  Monadj^  Num<« 
ber,  and  Figure."  6.  Summa  Terminorum  Metaphysi- 
Gorum,   <<  Summary  of  Metaphysical  Terms,'*    Of  these 
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the  satirical  work,  <^  Dispatches  from  the  Beast  triumphant,^ 
is  the  most  celebrated.  Dr.  Warton^  in  a.  note  upon  Pope^s 
Works,  asserts  on  the  authority  pf  Toland^  that  sir  Philip 
Sidney  was  **  the  intimate  friend  and  patron  of  ihtfomouv 
atheist  Giordano  Bruno,  who  was  in  a  secret  club  with  him 
and  sir  Fulk  Greville,  held  in  London  ia  i587,  and  that 
the  ^*'  Spaccio^'  was  at  that  time  composed  and  printed  in 
London,  and  dedicated  to  sir  Philip/'  But,  besides  that 
this  date  must  be  wrong,  sir  Philip  Sidney  having  died  the 
preceding  year,  it  appears  evidently  from  the  account  of 
the  "Spaccio"  given  in  the  Spectator,  No.  389*,  that  it 
was  a  very  harmless  production,  founded  upon  a  poetical 
fiction,  and  little  adapted  to  make  any  man  a  convert  to 
atheism.  We  refer,  however,  to  Dr.  Zouch's  Memoirs  of 
Sir  Philip  Sidney  for  an  ample  defence  both  of  sir  Philip, 
and  Bruno,  whose  greatest  crime,  in  the  eyes  of  the  inqui^ 
sition,  was  rather  Lutberahism  than  atheism.^ 

BEUNSFELS,  or  BRUNFELT  (Otho),  a  physician  of 
the  sixteenth  century,  and  one  of  the  first  modern  resto- 


^  «  KothiDg  has  more  raqirised  the 
learned  in  England,  than  th«  price 
.which  a  small  book,  entitled  Spaccio 
delta  Bestia  triomphaute,  bore  in  a  latt 
auction.  This  book  was  sold  for  thirty 
pounds.  As  it  was  written  by  one 
Jordanus  Brunus,  a  professed  atheist, 
with  a  design  to  depreciate  relgion, 
every  one  was  apt  to  fancy,  from  the 
extravagant  price  it  bore,  that  there 
must  be  something  in  it  very  formida- 
ble. I  mnst  confess,  that,  happening 
to  get  a  sight  of  one  of  them  myself,  I 
could  not  forbear  perusing  it  with  this 
^prehension ;  but  found  there  was  so 
ftry  little  danger  in  it,  that  I  shall 
F^ntare  to  give  my  readers  a  fair 
account  of  the  whole  plan  upon  which 
this  wonderful  treatise  is  built.  The 
author  pretends,  that  Jupiter  once 
upon  a.  time  resolved  on  a  reformation 
cf  the  ccMistellatioDs  ^  for  which  pur- 
pose having  suoMnoned  the  stars,  to> 
gather,  be  complains  to  them  of  the 
great  decay  of  the  worship  of  the  gods, 
which  he  thought  so  much  the  harder, 
having  ealled  several  of  those  celestial 
bodies  by  the  names  of  the  heathen 
deities,  aud,  by  that  means,  made  the 
heavens,  as   it  were,  a  book  of  the 


that  ft  is  not  to  be  wondered  at,  since 
there  were  so  many  scandalous  stories 
of  the  deities  ;  upon  which  the  author 
takes  occasion  to  cast  reflections  upoi» 
all  other  religions,  concluding  that  Ju- 
piter, after  a  full  hearing,  discarded 
the  deities  out  of  heaven,  and  called 
the  stars  by  the  names  of  moral  vir- 
tues." 

The  price  of  this  work  above-men- 
tioned is  not  quite  correct.  It  wa» 
sold  at  that  time  (1711)  at  the  auction 
of  the  library  of  Charles  Bernard,  esq. 
for  28/.  and  purchased  by  Walter  Cla« 
vel,  esq.  The  same  copy  successively 
came  into  the  several  collections  of 
Mr.  John  Nickolls,  Mr.  JohnAmes, 
sir  Peter  Thomson,  and  M.  C.  Tutet, 
esq.  at  the  sale  of  whose  library  in 
1786,  it  was  bought  by  the  late  Sa- 
mdel  Tyssen^  esq.  for  seven  guinea?. 
Another  copy  was  sold  at  Dr.  Mead's, 
sale  1754,  for  four  or  five' guineas. 
The  worst  that  can  be  said  of  this  .book 
is,  that  Toland  was  fond  <^  it,  and 
very  desirous  to  prove  from  sir  P.  Sid- 
ney's connection  with  the  author,  that 
sir  P.  inl:lined  to  in6delity;  but  fron^ 
this  insinuation  Dr.  Zouch  has  ably 
vindicated  him. 


fwgan  theology.     Momus  tells  him, 
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vers  of  botany,  was  born  at  Mentz,  and  originally  brought 
up  to  the  church..    After  his  theological  studies  he  took 
t}ie  habit  of  the  Carthusians  of  Mentz,  but  was  one  of  the 
cfariiest  converts  to  Lutheranisn),  and  having,  made  his  es.- 
cjape  from  his  monastery,  became  a  zealous  preacher  of 
the  reformed  religion.    This  appears  to  have  involved  him^ 
with  Erasmus,  who,   in  Brunsfeis*  opinion,  was  rather  » 
tiqcie^server.     Having  lost  his  voice,  however,  by  a  disor^ 
der,  he  was  obliged  to  give  over  preaching,  and  went  to : 
Strasburgh,  where  the  government  of  the  college  was  com-* 
mitted  to  his  care.     During  a  residence  of  nine  years  in. 
thi^  city  he  studied  medicine,  and  was  crea;ted  doctor  at: 
Basil  in  1530.     Ha  was  soon  after  invited  to  Berne  m 
Swisserland,    where  he   died   six   mouths  after,  Nov.  2S^> 
1534,    .Whilst  at  Strasburgh,  he  published  two  small  tmcts 
to  facilitate  the  study  of  grammar  to  children,  annotations  oa< 
the  gospels,  and  on  the  acts  of  the  apostles,  and  an  answer  tq- 
Erasmus's  *^  8pongia,"  in  defence  ofHutten.  :  Thefollow*^ 
ing  are  the  principal  of  his  botanical  and  medical  works : 
^'  Catalogus  illustrium  M^dicorum,''  1130,  4to.  ^'  Herbarunk 
vivse  icones,  ad  natures  imitationem,  summa  cum  diligentia 
etartificioefficiatse,  cumeffeotibusearundem,'*  1530,  1531^ 
1536,  3  vols.  foL     The  plates  are  much  commended  by 
Haller,  who,  on  account  of.  this,  work,  ranks  the  author 
among  the  restorers  of  botany.     ^^  Theses^  seu  communes 
loci  totius  Medicine,  etiam  de  usu  Pharmacorum,  Argen'<* 
tinsB,"  1522,  8vo.    ^^  Onomasticon  Mediciqae,  nomina  .con<4 
tinens  omnium  stirpiiam,  &c.  Argent,  1534,  folio.  ^ 

BRUNSWICK-OELS  (Frederick  Augustus,  Dukb 
of),  a  general  of  infantry  in  the  Prussian  army,  an  hono- 
rary member  of  the  royal  academy  of  sciences .t>f  Berlin^  and 
second  cousin  to  his  Britann.ic  m^esty,  was  born  at  Br.MU!ijH 
wick,  Oct.  20,  1741.  He  was  the  second  son  of.  Charleis^ 
reigning  duke  of  firui^swickj  by  the  duchess  Philippinetp 
Charlotte,  dauighter  of  Frejdenqk.. William  L  king  of  fPrust* 
sia,  and  sister  to  Fre46nck  the  Gre^t*  His  education  waiB 
intrusted. to  men  of  talents  and  virtue,^  and.his.picogress^wad 
in  proportion.  He  entered. the  inilit^ry/^service  in  176 1, 
as  colonel  of  his  father^s  regiment  of  infantry  in  j^he^. allied 
army,  under  the  commander  in  chief,  his  uncle,  the  4iika 
Ferdinand.     In  that  year,  and  in   ^762,  h^  distinguitjli^d 

1  MorerL^Melchior  Adam. — ^Freheri  Th«atrain«^$tge7er'9  liife  Qf  liioDStttf 
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hiinaelf  in  several  actions.  In  1763,  he  entered  into  the 
service  of  Frederick  IL  king  of  Prussia,  and  in  1768  mar- 
ried the  only  daughter  of  the  reigning  duke  of  Wirtem« 
berg-Oels*  From  that  time  he  fixed  his  residence  entirely 
at  Berlin,  where  he  devoted  his  time  to  military  and  lite- 
rary  studies.  His  father-in-law  dying  about  the  end  of  the 
year  1792,  he  succeeded  him  in  the  principality  of  Oels, 
to  which  he  went  in  the  month  of  June  1793.  The  follow- 
ing year  he  resigned  all  his  military  preferments,  in  order 
to  attend  to  bis  principality,  and  was  not  more  distin* 
gmshed  as  a  statesman  and  a  soldier  than  as  a  patron  of 
learning  and  learned  men,  contributing  liberally  to  the 
pdbUcation  of  many  useful  works.  He  died  at  Weimaf 
Oct.  8,  1 805. 

The  following  is  a  list  of  his  works,  which  are  in  general 
bat  little  known,  as  he  printed  them  at  his  own  expence, 
principally  -for  distribution  among  bis  friends.  1.  <*  Con- 
siderazioni  sopra  le  cose  della  grandezza  dei  Romani, 
trad,  del  Monte6c[uieu,*'  Berlin,  1764,  8to.  2.  *<  Refles- 
sioni  critiche  sopra  il  carattere  e  le  gesta  d'Alessandro 
Magno,"  Milan,  1764,  8vo.  T^iis  was  translated  both  into 
French  and  English,  the  latter  in  1767 ;  and  a  new  edition 
of  the   original  was  reprinted   at  Berlin  in    1803,  8vo. 

3.  A  German  translation  of  the  ^'  Heureusement,^*  a  co- 
aiedy  of  Rochon  de  Chabannes,   Brunswick,  1764,  9vo. 

4,  A  German  translation  of  the  tragedy  of  "  Regulus,** 
Potsdam,  1767,  8vo.  5.  ^^  Discours  sur  les  Grand 
Hommes,^'  Berlin,  1768,  8vo,  and  ibid.  1803.  6.  A  French 
translation  of  Brandes*  *^Ariane  a  Naxos."  7.  "The 
Tfacwgbts  of  a  Cosmopolite  on  Air  Balloons,'*  in  German, 
HomlMirgh,  1784,  8vo.  8.  ^*  A  Discourse  on  taking  the 
eatli^  Oct.  «,  1786,*'  in  German,  Berlin,  1786,  8vo.  9.  "  In- 
structions for  his  regiment^  &c."  in  German,  ibid.  1791, 
8vo,  with  miUtary  figures.  10.  **  The  military  history  of 
prince  Frederic  Augustus  of  Brunswick- Lunebourg,  &c.'* 
in  German^  Gets,  1797,  4to,  with  a  portrait  and  twenty 
pkms  anjd  charts.  1 1.  *^  Journal  pkisant,  historique,  po- 
litique, ettiteraire^  aOels,^  from  July  1793  to  July  L795. 
Be  kft  ako  several  works  in  manuscript,  principally  on 
ttiititary  tactics.  ^ 

BRUSCHIUS  (Ga^ar),    a  Latin  historian  and  poet, 
was  horn  at  Egra  in  Bohemia,  1518.     Hie  was.  devoted  to 
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books  from  his  cbildhood,   and  especialiy  to  poetry  |   m 
^wbich  be  so  bappily  succeeded,  that  he  could  make  a  great 
number  of  verses,    and  those  not  bad  ones,    extempore. 
He  began  early  to  publish  some  of  them  on  several  sub-«' 
jects;  and  acquired  so  much  reputation,  that  he  attained 
to  the  poetical  crown,  to  the  dignity  of  poet  laureat,  anA 
of  count  palatine,    which  honour  he  received  at  Vienna 
from  Ferdinand  of  Austria,  king  of  the.  Romans,  in  IB$^^ 
His  business  in  that  city  was  to  present  a  work  to  Maximi- 
lian, king  of  Hungary,  which  he  had  dedicated  to  him, 
the  ^^  First  century  of  the  German  monasteries."     In  hit 
.  return  from  Vienna,  he  stopped  at  Passau  ;  where,  finding 
a  patron  in  Wolfgang  bishop  of  Salms,  he  resolved  to  set^ 
tie,  and  to  remove  his  library  and  family.     He  hoped  that 
he  could  better  go  on  there  with  a  great  work  he  had  nn'* 
dertaken,  which  was,  *^  The  history  of  alt  the  bisdioprics  and 
bishops  of  Germany.^'  He  had  travelled  much,  and  looked 
into  several  records  and  libraries,  to  gather  materiala  for 
his  purpose.     How  long  he  staid  there  doed  not  appear  $ 
but  he  was  at  Basil  in  June  1153,  and  lived  in  the  eitadd 
of  Oporin,  Arx  Oporina:   the  usual' way  of  speaking  of 
that  famous  printer's  house,  which  stood  on  a  rising  grounds 
Here  he  published  writings  he  had  finished  at  Passau^ 
some  in  prose,  and  others  in  verse.     Bruschius  was  mar- 
ried, but  had  no  children*     He  was  far  from  being  rkh ; 
but  his  poetical  patrons  assisted  him,  and  he  received  pre* 
sents  also  from  the  abbots  and  abbesses,  whose  monasteries 
he  described.     He  was  particularly  well  received  by  the 
abbess  of  the  convent  of  Caczi,  and  obtained  some  pre« 
fents  from  her,  which,  Melchior  Adam  says,  was  owing  to 
his  having  described  the  antiquities  of  that  convent.    The 
liberalities  of  some  abbots,  while  he  was  with  Oporin  at 
Basil,  enabled  him  to  buy  a  new  suit  of  clothes ;  but  when 
he  found  that  appearing  well  dressed  in  the  streets  pro-« 
cured  him  many  marks  of  respect  from  the  vulgar,  be  tore 
his  new  finery  to  pieces,  **  as  slaves  (says  the  same  author) 
that  had  usurped  their  master^s  honours." 

This  unhappy  man  was  murdered  in  the  forest  of  Sea* 
lingenbach,  between  Rottemberg  on  the  Tauber  and 
Winsheim,  in  1559;  and  it  was  believed  that  this  assas-- 
sination  was  concerted  and  carried  into  execution  by  some 
gentlemen  against  v^bom  Bruschius  was  about  to  write 
something.  His  ecclesiastical  history  of  Germany  is  said 
to  sayoar  of  Lu^ieraiusAP,  witji  lyhicb  be  vraa  $uppos^d  X9 
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be  strongly  tainted,  from  his  taking  every  slight  occasion 
to  speak  ill  of  Rome  and  of  the  popes.  It  was  published 
under  the  title  ^^  De  omnibus  totius  Germanies  Episco- 
paitibus  Epitome,  &c."  Nuremberg,  1549;  and  <<  Monas- 
terionim  Germanie  prsecipuorum,  &c.  Centuria  Prima/^ 
Ingolstad,  1551.  He  published  also,  in  his  nineteenth 
year,  '^  Tabula  Philosophise  partitionem  continens,'*  Tu- 
bingen, 1537,  and  other  works,  enumerated  in  Gesner's 
BibUotheca. ' 

BRUTO  (John  Michael),  a  very  learned  Venetian, 
was  born  about  1518,  and  studied  at  Padua.'  It  appears 
from  bis  letters,  that  he  was  obliged  to  leave  his  country 
as  AB  exile ;  but  he  does  not  say  upon  what  account,  only 
that  it  was  without  any  blemish  to  his  honour.  '  He  tra- 
velled much,  passing  part  of  his  life  in  Spain,  England; 
France,  Germany,  Transylvania,  and  Poland.  Notwith- 
standing this  itinerant  kind  of  life,  be  acquired  great 
learning,  as  appears  from  his  notes  on  Horace,  Csesar,* 
Cicero,  &c.  He  was  in  Transylvania  in  1574',  having 
been  invited  thither  by  prince  Stephen,  in  order  to  com- 
pose a  history  of  that  country.  One  of  his  letters,  dated 
from  Cracow,  Nov.  23,  1577,  informs  us,  that  he  had  fol- 
lowed that  prince,  then  king  of  Poland,  in  the  expedition 
into  Prussia.  He  bad  a  convenient  apartment  assigned 
him  in  the  castle  of  Cracow,  that  he  might  apply  himself 
the  better  to  his  function  of  historiographer.  He  left  Po- 
land after  the  death  of  that  monarch,  and  lived  with  Wil- 
liam of  St.  Clement,  ambassador  from  the  king  of  Spain 
to  the  imperial  court,  where  he  was  honoured  with  thfe 
title  of  his  imperial  majesty^s  historiographer.  He  died 
afterwards  in  Transylvania,  in  1594,  in  his  seventy-sixth 
year. 

His  writings,  become  very  scarce,  were  so  earnestly 
sought  after  by  the  best  judges^  that  there  was  great  joy 
in  tibe  republic  of  letters,  on  hearing  that  Mr.  Cromer  had 
undertaken  to  publish  a  new  edition  of  themV  The  first 
part  of  that  design  was  accomplished  in  1698,  Berlin,  8vo. 
The  Cracow  edition  was  in  1582.  Bruto  promises  in  one 
of  bis  letters,  to  add  another  to  them,*  wherein  he  designed 
to. treat  of  the  custom  of  giving  the  same  lofty  titles  to 
persons  whom  we  write  to  in  Latin,  as  are  given  in  com- 
p^OO  languages.    There  are  but  few  countries  in  whicl^ 
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limy  are  more  nice  in  this  point  than  in  Poland ;  and  yet 
Bruto  would  not  conform  to  the  new  style,  not  even  in 
writing  to  some  Polish  lords,  but  dispensed  with  ail  cere- 
monies that  might  make  him  deviate  from  the  purity  of  the 
ancient  language  of  Rome.  In  a  letter  he  wrote  to  Joha 
Poniatowski,  he  says:  ^^  This  is  my  first  letter  to  you, 
which  I  write  in  the  Roman  manner,  as  I  used  to  do  eveii 
to  the  king.  I  can  bring  myself  to  every  thing  else,  can 
love  you,  obey  you,  and  always  regard  you,  which  1  shall 
do  very  willingly,  as  you  highly  deserve.  But  when  I 
Jiave  any  thing  to  write  to  you  in  Latin,  suffer  me,  without 
oifence,  to  write  according  to  die  use  of  the  Latin  tongue, 
for  I  cannot  understand  that  I  am  writing  to  your  great- 
nesses, your  magnificences,  &c.  which  exist  no  where  on 
this  side  of  the  moon:  I  am  writing  to  you.*'  Bruto, 
though  whimsical  in  this  respect,  was  at  least  classical^  as 
it  is  certain  that  ancient  Rome  had  no  such  usage  in  the 
time  of  its  greatest  glory,  and  of  its  most  accomplished 
politeness. 

It  is  s£ud,  that  the  history  of  Florence,  composed  by 
our  Bruto,  and  printed  at  Lyons  in  1562,  under  the  title 
**  FlorentiniB  Historise,  Libri  octo  priores,"  is  not  favour- 
able to  the  house  of  Medicis  ;  and  that  it  greatly  dis- 
pleased the  duke  of  Florence,  on  which  it  was  so  far 
suppressed,  that  few  copies  are  now  to  be  met  with.  He 
published  also  ^'  De  Origine  Venetiarum,"  Leydeu,  1560, 
«vo,  and  "  EpistolsB,"  Berlin,   1690,  8vo.* 

BRUYERE  (John  D£  la),  one  of  those  celebrated 
persons  whose  writings  attract  universal  admiration,  while 
their  lives  pass  on  in  one  uniform  tenour,  without  incident 
or  adventure,  was  born  in  1639,  1640,  or  1644,  (for  we 
have  seen  all  these  elates  given),  in  a  village  of  France, 
near  the  town  of  Dourdan,  in  that  part  of  the  late  province 
of  the  Isle  of  France  which  is  now  denominated  the  de- 
partment of  the  Seine  and  Oise.  Of  his  education,  or  of 
his  youthful  manners,  we  have  no  information.  His  first 
^situation  appears  to  ha/ve  been  at  Caen,  in  the  province 
of  Normandy,  where  he  had  an  office  in  the  collection  of 
th^  revenue.  His  literary  talents,  however,  became  soon 
too  conspicuous  to  permit  him  to  remain  long  in  a  situation 
fio  little  corresponding  with  the  expanding  and  elevating 
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view$  of  gtniva.  The  illustrious  Bossuet  appointed  him 
to  attend  one  of  the  royal  children  of  Fraoce*  to  instruct 
him  in  history,  with  a  pension  of  a  thousand  crowns  a  year. 
With  this  he  might  be  considered  at  that  period,  and  in 
that  country,  as  in  a  state  of  affluence ;  and  the  literary 
distinctions,  then  the.  most  courted  by  aspiring  minds, 
fi^ere  not  withheld  from  him ;  for,  in  1693,  be  was  eleeted 
t>y  the  express  command  of  Lewis  XIV.  one  of  the  forty 
piembers  of  the  French  academy.  But  he  did  not  long 
enjoy  that  affluence  which  afforded  him  leisure  to  cultivate 
ihci  fields  of  literature,  nor  the  distinctions  which  he  so 
well  merited,  and  which  were  accompanied  by  the  tini* 
versal  admiration  of  bis  countrymen,  and  indeed  of  all 
£mrope.  An  apoplectic  fit  removed  him  from  this  transi* 
tory  scene,  in  the  year  1696>  and  in  the  fifty-third  year 
of  his  age. 

M*  de  la  Bruy^re  was  an  ingenious  philosopher,  devoid 
of  all  ambition,  content  to  enjoy  in  tranquillity  his  friends 
andiiis  books,  and  selecting  both  with  judgment.     Pleasure 
he  neither  sought,  nor  endeavoured  to  avoid.     Ever  dis- 
posed to  the  indulgence  of  a  modest  and  placid  joy,  with 
a  happy  talent  of  exciting  it,  he  was  polite  in  his  manners, 
and  wise  in  his  conversation ;  an  enemy  to  every  kind  of 
affectation,  and  even  to  that  of  displaying  the  brilliancy  of 
wit.    The  work  by  which  he  was  distinguished  was  '^  The 
Characters  of  Theophrastus,  translated  from  the  Greek, 
with  the  Manners  of  the  present  age.''  '^  These  characters,^' 
says  Voltaire,  *^  may  be. justly  ranked  among  the  extraor- 
dinary productions  of  the  age.     Antiquity  furnishes  no 
examples  of  such  a  work.     A  rapid,  concise,  and  nervous 
style;    animated  and  picturesque  expressions;   a  use  of 
language  altogether  new,   without  offending   against   its 
established  rules,  struck  the  public  at  first ;  and  the  allu- 
sions to  living  persons,  which  are  crowded  in  almost  every 
page,  completed  its  success.     When  the  author  showed 
his  work  in  manuscript  to  Malesieux,  the  latter  told  him 
that  the  book  would  have  many  readers,  and  its  author 
many  enemies  *.     It  somewhat  sunk  in  the  opinion  of  men, 

*  La  Brayere  used  to  frequent  the  day*    taking   the  manuscript  of  hif 

shop  of  a  bookseller  named  Michallet,  *'  Characters"  out  of  hiii  p*ck«t,  be  of- 

where  he  amused  himself  with  reading  fered  it  toMichallet,  saying:  Will  yoa 

the  new  pamphlets,  and  playing  with  print  this  ?    1  know  not <^ whether  yoi\ 

the  bookseller's  daughter*  an  engaging  will  gain  any  thing  by  it,  but,  should 

child,  of  whom  he  was  very  fond.  One  it  succeed,  let  the  profits  make  the 
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if^en  that  whole   geoemtioh,   whose  follies  it  attacked, 
"were  passed  away ;  yet,  as  it  contains  many  things  appli^ 
cable  to  all  times  and  pkices,  it  is  more  than  probable  that 
it  will  never  be  forgotten.*' 

Beside  this  admirable  work,  he  had  begun  <<  Dialogues 
on  Quietism,"  which  were  finished  after  his  death  by  abbi 
Dupin,  and  published  in  1699,  12mo. 

The  best  French  editions  of  his  Characters  are  those  of 
Amsterdam,  1741,  2  toIb.  12mo,  and  of  Paris,  1750,  2 
Tols.  12mo,  and  in  1765,  1  vol.  4to.  The  English  trans^- 
lation  o*f  them  is  in  2  vols.  8vo,  by  Rowe,  1713,  with  af 
tedious  account  of  his  life  and  writings,  by  M.  Coste. 
This  last  contains  the  Theophrastus,  Bruyere's  Characters, 
with  a  key,  his  speech  on  admission  into  the  French  aca« 
demy,  and  an  imitation  of  Bruyere  by  Rowe. ' 

BRUYN  (CoaMfiUUS),  painter,  and  a  famous  traveller^ 
born  in  1652,  at  the  Hague,  began  his  travels  through 
ilussia,  Peraa,  and  the  East  Indies  in  1674,  and  did  hot 
end  them  till  1708  ;  they  were  printed  at  Amsterdam;  the 
voyage  to  the  Levant  in  1714,  fol.  and  those  of  Russia, 
Persia,  &c.  in  1718,  2  vols,  folio,  which  last  were  translated 
into  English,  and  published  in  1736,  2  vols,  folio.  The 
edition  of  1718  is  greatly  esteemed  on  account  of  the 
plates ;  but  the  edition  of  Rouen,  of  1725,  of  5  vols.  4tp, 
is  more  useful,  as  the  abb^  Baunier  has  improved  the  style, 
enriched  it  with  many  excellent  notes,  and  has  added  to 
it  the  voyage  of  Desmousseauic,  &c.  Bruyn  is  an  in* 
quisitive  and  instructive  traveller ;  but  he  is^not  always  ac- 
curate, and  his  diction  is  far  from  being  elegant.  He 
died  in  1719.* 

BRUYS  (Francis),  born  at  Serrieres  in  the  Maconnois 
in  1708,  quitted  his  country  in  order  to  pursue  his  studies 
at  Geneva,  from  whence  he  went  to  the  Hague,  where  he 
had  some  relations,  and  there  he  became  a  Calvuiist.  A 
dispute  with  some  divines  obliging  him  to  leave  Holland, 
he  retired  into  Ger»any,  from  whence  he  returned  to 
France.     He  there  recanted,  and  died  some  time  after 

dowry  of  my  little  friend  here."    The  work  amounted  tp  a  lari^e  sum ;  and 

bookseller,   though  doubtful  with   re.  with  this  fortune  Miss  Michallet  waft 

spect  to  the  resalt,  ventured  on  the  afterwards  advantageously  married, 

publication ;  the  first  impression  was  Month.  Rev.  vol.  XI.  N.  S.  IVom 

soon  sold  off,  several  editions  were  af-  the  Memoirs  of  the  Royal  Aoa- 

terwardft  sold,  and  the  profits  of.  the  demy  of  Berlin. 

>  Life  prefixed  to  Works.— Moreri.--Dict.  HisL^-Saxii  Onomast. 
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al  Dijon,  in  ITSS,  being  only  thirty  years  old.  He  pub* 
lisbed :  1.  *^  Critique  desinteress^e  des  journaux  litte^^ 
raires,"  1730,  3  vols.  12ino.  2.  *<  History  of  the  Popes," 
from  St.  Peter  to  Benedict  XIII.  inclusive,  1752,  5  vols. 
4to.  3.  *^  Memoires  historiques,  critiques,  et  litteraires,*' 
\^  2  vols.  12mo,  in  which  are  many  anecdotes  of  the  cha- 

^  racters  and  works   of    the   learned   men   he   bad    been 

acquainted  with  in  the  different  countries  he  had  vi- 
sited. The  first  title  of  this  .work,  was:  "Reflexions 
serieuses  et  badioes  sur  les  Suisses^  les  HoUandojs,  et  les 
Allemans,  &c.'^  which  he  thought  proper  to  change. 
4.  ^^  Reflexions  en  forme  de  lettres  adresse^s  au  prochain 
synod  qui  doit  s^assembler  a  la  Haye,  sur  I'affaire  de  M. 
8aurin,  et  sur  celle  de  M.  Maty,"  Hague^  1730,  12mo. 
This  alludes  to  a  dispute  with  Saurin  and  Maty,  which 
latter  had  been  deposed  from  his  ministry  for  his  opinions 
ou  the  Trinity.  Bruys  concealed  bis  name  in  this  work 
tinder  the  letters  M.  F.  B.  D.  S;  E.  M.  P.  D.  G.  (i.e.  Fran- 
cois Bruys,  de  Serrieres  en  Ma9onnois,  professeur  de 
Grammaire.)  5.  Tacite  avec  des  notes  historiques  et  po* 
litiques,  pour  servir  de  continuation  a  ce  que  M.  Amelot 
de  Houssai  avoit  traduit  de  cet  auteur,"  Hague,  1 730,  6  vols. 
12ma  6.  "  Le  postilion,  ouvrage  bistorique,  critique,  po*- 
litique,  &c."  1733-6,  4  vols.  12mo.  His  history  of  the 
popes  was  said  to  have  been  the  production  of  a  Benedictine 
of  St.  Maur,  and  the  plan  and  some  of  the  chapters  having 
fallen  into  the  hands  of  Bruys,  he  prepared  it  for  the 
press  in  the  shape  we  now  find  it.  ^ 

BRUYS  (Peter  de),  founder  of  the  sect,  if  it  may  be  so 
called,  of  the  Petrobrussians,  in  the  twelfth  century,  ap- 
pears to  have  propagated  his  doctrines  chiefly  in  Langue- 
doc  and  Provence,  and  after  a  laborious  ministry  of  twenty 
years,  during  which  be  had  collected  a  great  number  of 
followefs,  was  burnt  at  St.  Gilles  in  1 130,  by  the  populace 
instigated  by  the  popish  clergy.  His  chief  tenets  were, 
that  no  persons  ought  to  be  baptised  unless  aduks  ;  that  it 
was  an  idle  superstition  to  build  churches,  as  God  will  ac- 
cept sincere  worship  wherever  it  is  offered,  and  that  such 
churches  as  had  been  erected  were  to  be  destroyed;  with 
all  crucifixes  or  instruments  of  superstition  ;  that  the  real 
body  and  blood  of  Christ  were  not  exhibited  in  the  eucha- 
rist,  hut  were  represented  only  by  figures  and  symbols,  ancl 

*  Moreri. — ^Dict,  Hi^t.. 
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that  the  oblaticms,  sprayers,  &c.  of  the  living  were  of  no  use 
to  the  dead.* 

BRUZEN.  See  MARTINIERE. 
: BRYAN,  or  BRYANT  (Sir  Francis),  an  English  poet 
*  and  warrior,  was  bom  of  a  genteel  family,  educated  at  Ox- 
ford, and  afterwards  spent  some  time^  in  travelling  abroad, 
la  1522,  he  attended,  in  a  military  capacity,  the  earl  of 
Surrey  on  his  expedition  to  the  coast  of  britany,  and  com- 
manded the  troops  in  the  attack  of  the  town  of  Morlaix, 
which  he  took  and  burnt.  For  this  service  he  was  knighted 
on  the  spot  by  the  eari,  which  Tanner  says  took  place  in 
Germany,  1532,  instead  of  Britany,  1522.  In  1528  he 
was  in  Spain,  but  in  what  service  is  doubtful.  In  1529  he 
was  sent  ambassador  to  France,  and  the  following  year  to 
Rome  on  account  of  the  king's  divorce.  He  had  also  been 
there  in  1 522,  in  the  same  capacity,  Svhen  cardinal  Wol- 
sey's  election  to  the  holy  see  was  in  agitation.  In'  1 533  he 
was  one  of  those  sent  by  Henry  to  be  witnesses  to  the  in- 
terview between  the  pope  and  the  king  of  France  at  Mar- 
seilles. He  was  gentleman  of  the  privy  chamber  to  Henry 
VIII.  and  to  his  successor  Edward  VI.  in  the  beginning  of 
whose  reign  he  marched  with  the  protector  against  the 
Soots,  and  a^er  the  battle  of  Musselborough  in  1547,  in 
whieii  he  commanded  the  light  horse  with  grfeat  bravery, 
he  was  made  banneret.  In  1549  he  was  appointed  chief 
governor  of  Ireland,  by  the  title  of  lord  chief  justice,  and 
there  he  married  the  countess  of  Ormond.  He  appears  to 
have  died  in  1550,  and  was  buried  at  Waterford.  He  was 
nephew  to  John  Bourchier,  lord  Berners,  the  translator  of 
Frpissart. 

He  translated  from  the  French  of  Alaygri,  ^^  A  Dispraise 
of  the  life  of  a  Courtier,*'  which  Alaygri  had  translated 
from  the  Castiiian  language,  in  which  it  was  originally 
written  by  Guevara,  London,  1548,  8vo.  Several  of  the 
**  Poems  by  uncertain  authors,"  printed  with  those  of 
Surrey  and  Wyat,  are  supposed  to  have  been  his  produc- 
tion. He  left  also  in  MS.  letters  written  from  Rome  con- 
cerning ^e  king's  divorce,  and  various  letters  of  state, 
which  Ant.  Wood  says  he  had  seen.  Dodd  accuses  sir 
Francis  Bryan  of  having  administered  to  the  extravagant 
pleasures  of  Henry  VIIL  but  perhaps  he  was  not  more 
l^ulpable  ia  this  respect  than  Henry's  other  courtiers,  aod 

^  If oibeiiB,-«Morert, 
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it  is  in  his  favour  that  be  retained  the  eoofidence  of  the 
succeeding  government. ' 

BRYANT  tJACOB),  one  of  the  most  learned  English 
scholars  of  the  eighteenth  century,  who  adds  a  very  illus-^ 
trious  name  to  the  ^^  Worthies  of  Devon/*  was  born  at  Ply- 
mouth in  that  county  in  1715.  His  father  held  an  office  in 
the  custom-house,  but  before  his  son  arrived  at  his  seventh 
year,  was  removed  thence  into  Kent,  a  circomstanc^  which 
may  be  mentioned  as  a  proof  of  Mr.  Bryant's  extraordinary 
memory  ;  for,  in  a  conversation  with  the  late  admiral  Bar* 
rington,  not  long  before  his  death,  when  some  local  err- 
cumstances  in  respect  to  Plymouth  were  accidentally  men- 
tioned, Mr.  Bryant  discovered  so  perfect  a  recollection  of 
them,  that  his  friend  could  scarcely  be  persuaded  he  had 
not  been  very  recently  on  the  spot,  though  he  had  never 
visited  the  place  of  his  nativity  after  the  removal  of  his 
father.  Mr.  Bryant  received  his  grammatical  education 
first  under  the  rev.  Sam.  Thornton  of  Ludsdown  in  Kent, 
and  afterwards  at  Eton,  and  undoubtedly  was  one  of  the 
brightest  luminaries  of  that  institution.  The  traditions  of 
bis  extraordinary  attainments  still  remain,  and  particularly 
of  some  verses  which  he  then  wrote.  From  Eton  he  pro* 
ceeded  to  King's  college,  Cambridge,  where  he  took  his 
degree  of  A.  B.  in  1740,  and  A.  M.  in  1744,  obtained  a 
fellowship,  and  was  equally  distinguished  by  his  love  of 
learning,  and  his  proficiency  in  every  branch  of  the  aca«. 
demic  course.  He  was  afterwards  first  tutor  to  sir  Thomas 
Stapylton,  and  then  to  the  marquis  of  Blandford,  now  duke 
of  Marlborough,  and  to  his  brother  lord  Charles  Spencer^ 
when  at  Eton  school,  which  office,  on  account  of  an  in** 
flammation  in  his  eyes,  he  quitted  in  1744,  and  hi»  place 
was  supplied  by  Dr.  Erasmus  Saunders ;  but  Mr.  Bryant. 
after  his  recovery  in  1746,  again  returned  to  his  office,  ana 
in  1756  was  appointed  secretary  to  the  late  duke  of  MarU 
borough,  when  master-general  of  the  ordnance,  and  ac-< 
companied  him  into  Germany.  His  grace  also  promoted 
him  to  a  lucrative  appointment  in  the  ordnance-office. 

As  Mr.  Bryant  had  long  outlived  his  contemporaries, 
few  particulars,  except  what  we  have  just  related,  are 
known  of  his  early  life  and  habits.  He  appears,  even 
while  connected  with  the  late  duke  of  Marlborough,  whose 

w 

»  Ath.  Ox.  vol.  T.— Warton»f  Hist,  of  Poetry,  vol.  III.— Pballips'g  TTupatruia 
p.  49.-~I>odd't  Cb.  Hist.  toI.  I. 
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family  remained  his  kind  patrons  during  the  whole  of  his 
life,  to  have  devoled  himself  to  study,  aud  to  that  parti* 
calar  branch  which  respects  the  anoient  history  of  nations. 
Whatever  his  fortune  might  be,  he  appears  to  have  been 
satisfied  if  it  supplied  the  means  of  extending  his  studies 
in  retirement^  and  we  do  not  &nd  that  he  ever  inclined  to 
pttfsue  any  of  the  learned  professions*    One  of  his  con- 
temporaries, the  late  rev.  William  Cole  of  Milton,  informs 
us,  in  his  MS  Atbenss  Cantab,  (in  Brit.  Mus.)  that  he  had 
twice  refused  the  mastership  of  the  Charter-housoi  which 
one  time  was  actually  granted  to  him  by  a|  majority  of  the 
governors ;  and  notice  of  his  nomination  was  sent  to  him 
by  Mr*  Hetherington,  a  gentleman  who  afterwards  left  him 
his  executor  and  3,000/.  as  a  legacy ;  but  at  what  time 
these  offers  were  made,  Mr.  Cole  has  not  specified.     It  is 
certain,  however,  that  he  early  formed  his  plan  of  life,  a 
long  life  spent  entirely  in  literary  pursuits,  and  persevered 
in  it  with  uncommon  assiduity  and  steadiness,  consecrating 
his  talents  to  the  best  purposes  of  learning  and  religion. 

His  first  publication  was  *^  Observations  and  Inquiries 
relating  to  various  parts  of  Ancient  History :  containing 
Dissertations  on.  the  wind  Euroclydon,  and  on  the  Island 
Meiite,  together  with  an  account  of  Egypt  in  its  most  early 
«tate,  and  of  the  Shepherd  Kings;  wherein  the  time  of 
their  coming,  the  province  which  they  particularly  pos- 
sessed, and  to  which  the  Israelites  afterwards  succeeded,  is 
endeavoured  to  be  stated.     The  whole  calculated  to  throw 
light  on  the  history  of  that  ancient  kingdom,  as  well  as  on 
the  histories  of  the  Assyrians,   Chaldeans,   Babylonians, 
£domites,  and  other  nations,"  1767,  4to.     In  this  volume, 
with  great  modesty,  and  yet  with  well-grounded  resolut^ion, 
he  attacks  Bochart,  Grotius,  and  Bentley,  who  supposed 
that  Euroclydon,  tlie  name  of  a  wind  mentioned  in  Acts 
XKvii.  14lh  verse,  is  a  misnomer,  and  ought  to  be  read  Eu- 
foaquilo,  and  very  ably  supports  the  present  reading.     In 
proving  that  the  island  Meiite,  mentioned  in  the  last  chap- 
ter of  the  Acts,  is  not  Malta,  he  has  to  contend  with  Gro- 
tius, Qluverius^  Beza,  Bentley,  and  Bochart,  and  his  argu- 
ments on  this  question  are  upon  the  whole  conclusive.     It 
happened  that  the  hypothesis  he  suggested  was  brought 
forward  about  the  same  time  by  an  ingenious  Frenchman, 
and  neither  of  them  was  acquainted  with  the  opinion  of  the 
other.    The  remuoder  of  this  volume  evinces  uncommon 
reiilarch  aod  acuteness,  but  not  unmixed  with  that  inch* 
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nation  to  bold  conjecture  and  fandful  s^^ulation  wbkrb 
more  or  less  influenced  the  composition  of  all  Mr*  Bryant^9 
works.  His  next  communication  to  the  public,  and  the 
work  on  which  his  character  as  a  scholar  must  ultimately 
rest,  was  his  ^'  New  System  or  Analysis  of  Ancient  My- 
thology ;  wherein  an  Attempt  is  made  to  divest  Tradition 
of  Fable,  and  to  reduce  Truth  to  its  original  Purity."  Of 
this  publication  the  first  and  second  volumes  came  forth' 
together,  in  1774,  and  the  third  followed  two  yeftrs'after.  It 
being  his  professed  design  to  present  a  history  of  the  Ba-' 
bylonians,  Chaldeans,  Egyptians,  Canaanites,  Helladians^ 
Ipnians,  Leleges,  Dorians,  Pelasgi,  and  other  ai^eient  na* 
tions,  his  researches  far  this  purpose  were  not  only  of  ne« 
cessity  recondite,  but  in  many  instances  uncertain  ;  but  to' 
facilitate  his  passage  through  the  mighty  labyrinth  vtrhicb 
led  to  his  primary  object,  he  not  only  availed  himself  of  • 
the  scattered  fragments  of  ancient  history  wherever  he 
could  find  them,  but  also  of  a  variety  of  ^ymological  aids; 
for  being  persuaded  that  the  human  racewere  the  offspring 
of  one  stock,  and  conceiving^  thence  that  their  language  in 
the  beginning  was  one,  this  favourite  notion  was  exempli- 
fied by  him  in  the  investigation  of  radical  terms,  and  ap- 
plication of  these  as  collateral  aids.  As  his  knowledge  of 
the  oriental  dialects  was  very  confined,  upon  some  occa- 
sions he  has  indulged  too  freely  to  fancy ;  yet  his  defects 
in  this  kind  of  learning  form  a  strong  plea  in  his  favour ; 
for  if,  without  fully  understanding  these  languages,  he  has^ 
succeeded  in  tracing  out  so  many  radicals  as  his  table  of 
them  exhibits,  and  more  especially  if  he  has  been  right  in 
explaining  them,  it  will  follow  that  his  explanations  niust 
be  founded  on  truth,  and  therefore  are  not  chimerical.  In 
opposition,  however,  to  them,  Mr.  Bryant  experienced 
some  severe  and  petulant  attacks :  first,  from  a  learned 
Dutchman,  in  a  Latin  review  of  his  work ;  and  shortly  after 
from  the  late  Mr.  Richardson,  who  was  privately  assisted 
by  sir  William  Jones ;  a  circumstance  which  there  is  rea- 
son to  think  Mr.  Bryant  never  knew.  Mr.  Richardson^  in 
the  preface  to  his  Persian  Dictionary,  has  no  doubt  ^c- 
cessfully  exposed  some  of  Mr.  Bryant's  etymological  mis- 
takes with  regard  to  words  of  eastern  origin.  Bryant  had 
a  favoyrite  theory  with  regard  to  the  Amonians,  the  origi-fc'^' 
Dal  inhabitants  of  Egypt,  whose  name,  as  well  as  descent^ 
be  derives  from  Ham,  but  Richardson  has  stated  an  in- 
superable objection  to  the  derivatioa  of  tbe  name^  for 
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though  the  Greeks  and  Uattns  used  Ammon  and  Hammon 
iedifFereQtly,  yet  the  Heth  in  Ham  is  a  radical,  not  mutable 
or  omissible  ;  and  bad  the  Greeks' or  Latins  formed  a  word 
from  it,  k  would  have  been  Chammon,  and  not  Ammon, 
even  with  the  aspirate.  To  these  and  other  strictures;  Mr, 
Bryant  replied  in  an  anonyoious  pamphlet,  of  which  he 
printed  only  a  few  copies  for  the  perusal  of  his  friends^ ; 
and  that  pact  of  his  work  which  relates  to  the  Apamean 
Daedal  having  been  particularly  attacked,  especially  in  the 
Gentlanan's  Magazine,  he  defended  himself  in  *'  A  Vin- 
dication of  the  Apamean  Medal,  and  of  the  inscriptioa 
NAE,  together  with  an  illustration  of  another  coin  struck 
at  the  same  plaice  in  honour  of  the  emperor  Severus."  This 
was  first  published  in  the  Archa^dogia^  and  afterwards  se^ 
parately,  1775,  44o,  and  although  what  he  offered  on  the 
subject  was  lightly  treated  by  some,  whose  knowledge  ill 
m^dallic  history  is  allowed  to  be  great,  yet  the  opinion  of 
professor  Eckbel,  the  first  medallist  of  his  age,  is  decidedly 
in  favour  of  Mr.  Bryant.  And  whatever  may  be  the  merit,, 
in  the  opinion  of  the  learned,' of  Mr. Bryant's  "New  Sys- 
tem'' at  large,  no  person  can  possibly  dispute,  that  a  very 
uncommon  store  of  learning  is  perceptible  through  the 
whole ;  that  it  abounds  with  great  originality  of  concept 
tion,  much  perspicacious  elucidation,  and  the  most  happy 
explanations  on  topics  of  the  highest  importance :  in  a 
wordy  thai  it  stands  forward  amongst  the  first  works  of  its 
age. 

About  this  time  was  published  Mr.  Wood's  "  Essay  on 
the  original  genius  and  writings  of  Homer."  Of  this  post- 
humous work,  Mr.  Bryant  was  the  editor,  the  author  hav- 
ing left  his  MSS.  to  his  care ;  and  in  the  same  year,  the 
'^  Vindiciae  Flavianse,"  a  tract  on  the  much  disputed  testi- 
mony of  Josephus  to  Christ,  was  printed,  and  a  few  co- 
pies sent  to  a  bookseller  in  either  university ;  but  as  the 
pamphlet  appeared  without  the  name  of  its  author,  and  no 
attention  was  shewed  it,  Mr.  Bryant  recalled  them,  and 
satisfied  himself  with  distributing  the  copies  thus  returned 

'  ■  ■  » 

♦  Mr.  Richardson  returned  to  the  dressed  to  the  Author,  by  Jacob  Bry- 

oharge   in    1778,  by  puMi'shing  "  A  ant,  esq."  8vo.     It  appears  by   this 

Dissertation  oa  the  Languages,  Litera-  work  that  both  parties  had  naw  lost 

ture,  and  Manners  of  Eastern  Nations,  their  temper,  and  justice  obliges  u» 

Originally  prefixed  to  his  Dictionary,  to   say  that  Mr.  Bryant  shewed  the 

fcc.    Together-  with   further  remarks  first  symptoms  of  a   defect   in  that 

on  a  New  Analysis  of  Ancient  My tho-*  article. 
IpfY,  in  answer  (q  An  Apolo|[y,  ad- 
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amongst  a  few  particular  friends.  The  Hew  light,  how- 
ever, which  Mr.  Bryant  threw  upon  the  subject,  and  the 
acuteness  with  which  the  difficulties  attending  it  were  dr8«> 
cussed,  soou  brought  the  work  into  notice,  and  Mr.  Bryant 
published  it  with  his  name  in  1780,  and  has  efFectuaity  viii-» 
dicated  the  authenticity  of  the  passage  in  question.  It  il^ 
no  mean  testimony  of  his  success  in  this  undertaking,  thai 
Dr.  Priestley  confessed  that  Mr.  Bryant  had  made  a  com- 
plete convert  of  him.  That  his  conversion^  however,  ex- 
tended no  farther  than  the  present  subject,  appeared  in  th^ 
same  year,  when  Mr,  Bryant  published  "An  Address  ta 
Dr.  Priestley,  upon  his  doctrine  of  Philosophical  Neces- 
sity illustrated,"  8v6,  which  the  doctor  with  his  usual  ra- 
pidity, answered  in  "  A  Letter  to  Jacob  Bryant,  esq.** 
Dr.  Priestley,  indeed,  was  not  likely  to  be  persuaded  by  a 
writer  whd  insinuated  that  his  "  necessity"  of  philoso- 
phers was  no  other  than  the  *^  predestination"  of  Calvinists«r. 
With  respect  to  the  **  Vindiciae  Flavianee,"  it  yet  remains 
tp  be  mentioned  that  there  is  a  great  affinity  between  this 
publication,  and  the  observations  on  the  same  subject  of  a 
learned  Frenchman.  See  a  letter  to  Dr.  Kippis,  at  the 
end  of  his  life  of  Dr.  Lardner,  by  Dr.  Henley,  where  the 
arguments  for  and  against  the  authenticity  of  the  passage 
are  distinctly  stated. 

*  The  poems  attributed  to  Rowley  having  been  published 
by  Mr.  Tyrwhitt,  Mr.  Bryant's  attention  was  next  drawil 
to  them,  and  in  1781  he  published  ^^  Observations  on  the 
Poems  of  Thomas  Rowley,  in  which  the  authenticity  of 
these  poems  is  ascertained,"  2  vols.  12mo.  From  the  com- 
munications of  his  friend  Dr.  Glynn,  and  his  own  inquiries 
at  Bristol,  Mr.  Bryant  acquired  such  information  as  con- 
vinced him,  that  they  had  their  foundation  in  reaKty,  and 
were  not  entirely  of  Chatterton's  fabrication  ;  but  though 
be  failed  to  produce  conviction,  his  bciok  discovers  consi- 
derable talent,  as  well  as  much  knowledge  of  English  an^ 
tiquities  and  literature. 

The  hypothesis  of  Mr.  Bryant  in  reference  to  one  ori- 
gitial  language  was  always  kept  in  view  by  him,  and  as 
researches  were  extended  on  all  sides  to  obtain  elucidations,', 
the  language  of  the  gypsies  engaged  his  attention ;  ac- 
cordingly the  collections  which  he  made  from  it,  were^ 
published  in  the  Archsologia,  voL  VII.  entitled  *^  Collec- 
tions on  the  Zingara,  or  Gypsey  language." 

In  1783  was  printed,  at  the  expence  of  the  duke  of 
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AlarlbotOugby  for  private  distribution,  that  splendid  work, 
"  The  Marlborough  Gems,"  under  the  title  of  "  Geminai* 
rum  antiquarum  delectps  ex  prsestantioribus  desumptus  ia 
Dactyiotheca  Ducis  Marburiensis."     The  first  volume  of 
the  exposition  of  tb^se  gems  was  written  in  Latin  by  Mr* 
Bryant,  and  translated  into  French  by  Mr.  Maty.     That  of 
the  second  was  written  by  Dr.  Cole,  prebendary  of  West- 
minster, and  translated  by  Mr.  Dutens.     The  friendship 
which  subsisted  between  Mr.  Bryant  and  the  family  of  his 
patron,  prompted  him  on  all  occasions  to  attend  to  their 
wishes,  and  to  this  disposition  the  public  owe  his  ^^  Treatise 
on  the  Authenticity  of  the  Scriptures,  and  the  Truth  of  the 
Christian  Religion,"  1792,  8vo,  which  was  written  at  the 
req^uestof  the  dowager  lady  Pembroke,  and  is  an  excellent 
book  for  popular  instruction.     In  two  years  after  he  pub- 
lished a  large  volume,  Entitled  "  Observations  upon  the 
Plagues  inflicted  upon  the  Egyptians ;  in' which  is  shewn 
the  peculiarity  of  those  judgments,  and  their  correspond- 
ence with  the  rites  and  idolatry  of  that  people ;  with  a 
prefatory  Discourse  concerning  the  Grecian  Colonies  from 
Egypt,"  8vo.     This  is  certainly  to  be  reckoned  amongst 
Mr.  Bryant's  best  performances,  and  as  such  will  be  stu- 
diously read. 

I^rofessor  Dalzel  having  communicated  to  the  royal  so- 
ciety of  Edinburgh,  and  afterwards  published  in  a  separate, 
volume,  M.  le  Chevalier's  *^  Description  of  the  Plain  of 
Troy,"   Mr.  Bryant,   who  many  years  before  had  not  only 
considered,  but  written  his  sentiments  on  the  Trojan  war^ 
first  published,  in  1795,  his  Observations  on  M.  le  Cheva- 
lier'«  treatise,  and,  in;i796,  a  Dissertation  concerning  the 
war  itself,  and  the  ei»pedition  of  the  Grecians  as  described 
by  Homer;  with  the  view  of  shewing  that  no  such  expe- 
dition was  ever  undertaken,  and  that  no  such  city  in  Phry- 
,gia  existed.     Of  this  singular  publication  we  shall  only 
notice,  that  on  the  one  side  it  has  been  remarked  that  ^^for 
the  repose  of  Mr.  Bryant's  well-earned  fame,  it  probably 
would  have  been   better  had  this  dissertation  never  been 
written.     Even  the  high  authority  with  which  he  is  armed 
could  not  warrant  him  in  coutroverting  opinions  so  long 
maintained  and  established  among  historians,  and  in  dis- 
proving facts  so  well  attested  by  the  most  extensive  evi- 
dence.    Great  and  natural  was  the  surprize  of  the  literary 
world  on  the  appearance  of  this  publication ;  and  very  few,    , 
if.  any,  were  the  proselyte?  to  the  new  doctrine  which  it 
Vol.  VIL  P 
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inculcates.  It  was  answered  by  Mr.  Gilbert  Wakefield,  in 
a  very  indecent  letter  to  Mr.  Bryant ;  and  in  a  style  more 
worthy  of  the  subject  by  J.  B.  S.  Morrit,  esq.  of  Rokeb}' 
park,  near  Greta  bridge  ;"  and  by  Dr.  Vincent.  On  the 
other  hand,  it  has  been  suggested,  that  *f  the  testimony  of 
ftntiquity  goes  for  nothing  in  this  case,  as  the  whole  de- 
pends on  the  authority  of  Homer  ;  and  unless  authors  can 
be  cited  anterior  to  him,  or  coeval  with  him,  or  who  did 
not  derive  their  information  from  him,  or  some  of  his  tran- 
scribers, the  whole  history  of  the  war  must  rest  on  his  au- 
thority ;  and  if  his  authority  were  equal  to  his  genius,  the 
transactions  which  he  records  would  stand  in  need  of  no 
Other  support.  But,  certainly,  as  the  subject  stands  at 
present,  were  the  alternative  proposed  to  us,  we  would 
rather  reject  the  whole  as  a  fable,  than  receive  the  half  as 
authentic  history.^' 

In  the  following  year  Mr.  Bryant  submitted  to  the  pub* 
lie  a  work  of  a  different  kind  and  character,  under  the  title 
of  "  The  sentiments  of  Philo  Judaeus  concerning  the 
AOrOX,  or  Word  of  God,  together  with  large  extracts  from 
his  writings,  compared  with  the  scriptures  in  many  other 
particular  and  essential  doctrines  of  the  Christian  reli- 
gion," 1797,  8vo.  But,  learned  and  curious  as  this  treatise 
unquestionably  is,  it  appears  to  have  interested  the  gene- 
ral reader  less,  perhaps,  than  any  of  his  other  productions. 
In  addition  to  those  already  noticed  may  be  added  his 
^^  Observations  on  famous  controverted  passages  in  Justin 
Martyr  and  Josephus,*'  and  a  pamphlet  addressed  to  Mr. 
Melmoth,  written  with  less  temper  than  might  have  been 
wished.  Mr.  Bryant  closed  his  labours  with  a  quarto'  vo- 
lume of  '<  Dissertations  on  the  prophecy  of  Balaam ;  the 
standing  still  of  the  ^un  in  the  time  of  Joshua;  the  jaw- 
bone of  the  ass  with  which  Samson  slew  the  Philistines ; 
and  the  history  of  Jonah  and  the  whale:**  subjects  in  them- 
selves exceedingly  curious,  and  treated  with  much  inge- 
nuity ;  but  th'^se  tracts  having  been  written  above  thirty 
years  before,  Mr.  Bryant,  in  revising,  made  so  many  al- 
terations, as,  through  a  defect  of  memory,  render  the 
remarks  in  one  part  inconsistent  with  those  in  another, 
which  materially  diminished  the  value  of  the  whole.  Other 
writings  to  a  considerable  extent  remain  in  the  hands' of 
.  his  executor,  and  various  small  poems,  verses,  &c.  are 
still  recollected  as  the  production  of  his  early  years.  Of 
this  sort  were  his  incomparable  verses  to  Bel  Cooke;  his 


<   \ 
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ludicrous  dissertation  on  pork,  and  his  apotheosis  of  a  cat,   * 
juvenile  pieces,  which  show  that  he  had  a  considerable  ta- 
jent  for  humour. 

In  forming  a  general  estimate  of  Mr.  Bryant's  literary 
character,  it  will  be  found  that,  as  a  classical  scholar,  he 
had  few  equals;  his  acquaintance  with  history,  and  the 
topics  of  general  information,  was  of  very  uncommon  ex- 
tent, but  from  the  want  of  Oriental  literature,  and  the 
stricter  sciences,  he  yielded  too  often  to  the  impulses  of 
a  vigorous  fancy.  It  will,  notwithstanding,  be  found  from  ^ 
repeated  perusals  of  his  writings,  that  he  deservedly  ranks 
amongst  the  first  men  of  his  age,  and  from  having  conse« 
crated  his  great  talents  and  acquisitions  to  the  service  of 
religion,  will  be  ever  entitled  to  the  veneration  of  mankind. 

In  his  person  Mr.  Bryant  was  lower  and  more  delicately 
formed  than  men  in  general,  and,  consequently,  less  ca- 
pable of  strong  exercise :  but  in  early  life  he  bad  great 
agility,  particularly  in  swimming,  a  circumstance  which 
enabled  him  to  save  Dr.  Barnard,  afterward  head-master 
of  Eton,  when  drowning.  In  his  ordinary  habits  of  life  he 
was  remarkable  for  his  temperance,  and  though  his  time 
and  studies  w,ere  principally  devoted  to  literature  and  the 
pursuit  of  truth,  yet  his  conversation  with  those  he  re- 
ceived and  conversed  with  was  uncommonly  sprightly,  as 
he  never  failed  to  mix  entertaining  anecdote  with  instruc- 
tion. Id  his  person  he  was  particularly  neat,  and  in  his 
deportment  courteous.  His  liberality  was  often  conspi* 
cuous,  and  the  spirit  of  religion  diffused  itself  through  all 
his  actions.  As  few  comparatively  live  so  long,  instances 
of  such  exemplary  merit  can  but  rarely  be  found.  He 
died,  after  a  long  residence  at  Cypenham,  near  Windsor, 
Nov.  14,  1804,  of  a^^mortification  in  his  leg,  occasioned  by 
a  hurt  from  the  tilting  of  a  chair  in  reaching  down  a  book 
from  its  shelf.  At  his  own  desire,  Mr.  Bryant  was  interred 
in  bis  parish  church,  beneath  the  seat  he  there  occupied. 
He  left  his  valuable  library  to  King's  college,  Cambridge ; 
2000/.  to  the  society  for  propagating  the  gospel,  and  1000/. 
to  the  superannuated  collegers  of  Eton  school,  to  be  dis- 
posed of  as  the  provost  and  fellows  think  proper. ' 

BRYDAL,  or  BRIDAL  (John),  a  law-writer  and  »n- 
iUquary,  son  and  heir  of  John  Brydal,  esq.  of  the  RoUs 

I  Prom  Taiious  periodical  Journals.— Rees'i  and  Brewfter'«  CyclopedU*— 
Baldwin's  Literary  Jk)umal,  vol.  IV.^Montbly  9»d  QriU  HeY^ews.^-r^icUolft'a 
Life  of  Bowyfr«--<j>ent.  Ma£.  &c. 
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Liberty,  was  born  in  Somersetshire  about  1635,'  and  be- 
came a  commoner  of  Queen's  college,  Oxford,  in  Michael* 
mas  term,  I60I,  where  he  took  a  degree  in  arts  ill  1655, 
but  left  the  university  without  completing  it  by  deter- 
mination. He  then  settled  in  Lincoln's  inn,  and  after  the 
usual  course  of  law  studies  was  admitted  to  the  bar.  After 
the  restoration  he  became  secretary  to  sir  Harbottle  Grim* 
ston,  master  of  the  rolls.  When  he  died  is  uncertain,  as 
he  survived  the  publication  of  Wood's  Athen-de,  from  which 
we  have  extracted  this  brief  notice  of  him,  but  he  appears 
to  haye  been  living  in  1704.  He  published  several  law 
treatises,  some  of.  which  are  still  in  estimation  :  1.  '^  JuH 
imaginis  apud  Anglos,  or  the  Ltiw  of  England  relating  to 
the  Nobility  and  Gentry,"  1671,  1675,  8vo.  2.  "Jus  Si- 
gilli;  or  the  law  of  England  touching  the  four  principal 
Seals,  the  great  seal,  privy  seal,  exchequer  seal,  and  the 
signet;  also  those  grand  officers  to  whose  custody  those 
seals  are  committed,"  1673,  24mo.  3.  "Speculum  Juris 
Anglicanr;  or  a  view  of  the  Laws  of  England,  as  they  are 
divided  into  statutes,  common-law^  and  customs,"  1673, 
3vo.  4.  "  Jus  criminis,  or  an  abridgment  of  the  laws  of 
treason,  murther,  conspiracies,  poisonings,  &c."  1675^ 
1679,  8vo.  5.  "Camera  Regis,  or  a  short  view  of  Lon- 
don, viz.  antiquity,  &c.  officers,  courts,  customs,  fran- 
chises," &c.  Ib76,  8vo.  6.  **  Decus  et  tutamen  ;  or  a  pro- 
spect of  the  laws  of  England,  framed  for  the  safeguard  of 
the  king's  majesty,"  1679,  8vo.  7.  "  Arstransferendi;  or 
sure  guide  to  the  conveyancer,"  1697,  8vo.  8.  "  Non 
compos  mentis  ;  or,  the  law  relating  to  natural  fools,  nfad 
folks,  and  lunatic  persons,"  1700,  8vo.  9.  **  Lex  Spurio- 
rum ;  or,  .the  law  relating  to  bastardy,  collected  from  the 
common,  civil,  and  ecclesiastical  laws,"  1703,  8vo.  1(>, 
<*  Declaration  of  the  divers  preheminences  or  privileges 
allowed  by  the  laws  and  customs  of  England,  unto  the  first- 
born among  her  majesty's  subjects  the  temporal  lords  in 
parlianbent,"  1704,  fol.  Wood  adds  another  work,  "  Jurft 
Corouse;  or,  his  majesty's  royal  rights  and  prerogatives 
asserted  against  papal  usurpations,  and  all  other  anti- 
monarchical  attempts  and  practices,"   1680,  8vo.  ^ 

BRYDGES  (Sir  Grey,  Lord  Chandos),   a  man  of 
abilities,  succeeded  his  father  William,  fourth  lord  Chan* 

*  1  Wood's  Athens,  vol.  IL— Collier's  Diet  where  father  and  son  -seem  to  be 
tionfoitndeU,  Uut  wit^t  Collier  jiays  eridesily  belongs  to  the  foUteV.— Worral^i 
Bibliotbeea* 
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dos,  in  Nov.  1602.    He  was  a  friend  of  the  earl  ofEssex, 
in  whose  insurrection  he  was  probably  involved,  for  his 
name  appears  on  the  list  of  prisoners  confined  in  the  Fleet 
on  that  account,  Feb.  1 600.     He  was  made  a  knight  of  the 
bath  at  the  creation  of  Charles  duke  of  York,  Jan,  1604, 
and  in  August  1605  was  created  M.  A.  at  Oxford,  the  king 
being  present.     He  was  an  associate  of  that  active  and 
romantic  character,  lord  Herbert  of  Cherbury,  and  appears 
to   have  volunteered  his  services  in  the  Low  Countries, 
when  the  prince  of  Orange  besieged  the  city  of  Juliers  in 
1610,  and   the   Low  Country  army  was  assisted  by  four 
thousand  English  soldiers,  under  the  command  of  sir  Ed- 
ward Cecil.    From  the  great  influence  which  his  hospitality 
and  popular  manners  afterwards  obtained  in  Gloucester- 
shire, and  his  numerous   attendants  when  he  visited  the 
court,  he  was  styled  king  of  Cotswould,  the  tract  of  coun- 
try on  the  edge  of  which  his  castle  of  Sudeley  was  situated. 
On  November  18,  1617,  he  was  appointed  to  receive  and 
introduce   the  Muscovite   ambassadors^  who  bad  brought 
costly  presents  from  their  master  to  the  king.     He  died 
August  20,  1621.     There  is  no  doubt,  says  sir  Egerton 
Brydges  (by  whom  the  preceding  notices  wefe  drawn  to- 
gether) that  lord  Chandos  was  a  man  of  abilities  as  well  as 
splendid  habits  of  life,  and  by  no  means  a  literary  recluse, 
although  he  is  supposed  to  have  been  the  author  of  ^^  Horse 
subsecivas,  Observations  and  Discourses,^'  Lond.  1620,  8vo, 
a  work  containing  a  fund  of  good  sense  and  shrewd  remark. 
In  sir  John  Beaumont's  poems  are  some  lines  on  his  death, 
highly  expressive  of  an  excellent  character.  * 

BKYE  (Theodore  de),  an  eminent  engraver,  was  born 
in  1528,  at  Leige,  but  resided  chiefly  at  Francfort,  where 
he  carried  on  a  considerable  commerce  in  prints.  It  does 
not  appear  to  what  master  he  owed  his  instructions  in  the 
art,  but  the  works  of  Sebast  Beham  were  certainly  of  great 
service  to  him.  He  copied  many  of  the  plates  engraved 
by  that  artist,  and  seems' to  have  principally  formed  his 
taste  from  them.  He  worked  almost  entirely  with  the 
graver,'  and  seldom  called  in  the  assistance  of  the  point. 
He  acquired  a  neat,  free  style  of  engraving,  well  adapted 
to  small  subjects  in  which  many  figures  were  to  be  repre- 
sented, as  funeral  parades,  processions,  &c.  which  he  exe- 
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CQted  in  a  charming  manner.  He  also  drew  very  correctly. 
His  heads,  in  general^  are  spirited  and  expressive,  and  the 
other  extremities  of  his  figures  well-marked.  His  back- 
grounds, though  frequently  very  slight,  are  touched  with  a 
masterly  hand.  He  died,  as  his  sons  inform  us  (in  the 
third  part  of  Boissard^s  collection  of  portraits),  March  27, 
1598*  The  two  first  parts  of  that  collection  were  engraved 
hy  De  Brye,  assisted  by  his  sons,  who  afterwards  con- 
tinued it. 

His  great  works  are,  1.  "  The  plates  for  the  first  four 
volumes  of  Boissard's  *  Rodian  Antiquities'.  '*  2.  Those 
for  the  illustration  of  '^  The  Manners  and  Customs  of  th^ 
Virginians,''  in  the  "  Brief  true  report  of  the  new  found 
land  of  Virginia,  published  by  Thomas  Hariot,  servant  to 
sir  Walter  Raleigh,  &c."  Francfort,  1590.  3.  The  plates 
to  the  Latin  narrative  of  the  *'  Cruelties  of  the  Spaniards 
in  America,'*  1598  ;  and  4.  his  greatest  work,  "  Descfiptio 
IndioD  OrientaJis  et  Occidentalis,"  1598,  5  vols.  fol.  He 
published  also  many  detached  plates,  the  most  remarkable 
and  scarce  of  which  is  the  **  Procession  for  the  funeral  of 
sir  Philip  Sidney."  This  is  a  long  roll,  contrived  and  in- 
vented by  Thomas  Lant,  gent,  servant  of  that  honourable 
knight,  and  engraven  in  copper  by  Derich  or  Theodore  de 
Brie,  in  the  ^ty  of  London,  1578."  Prefixed  is  the  por- 
trait  of  Mr.  Lant,  aged  thirty-twa  It  contains  thirty 
plates  (in  the  copy  we  have  seen,  but  Strutt  says  thirty- 
four)  and  has  usually  been  considered  as  the  first  English 
work  hy  De  Brye.  There  was  a  copy  in  Mr.  Gough's  col- 
lection, which  was  purchased  at  his  sale  in  1810  by  sir 
Joseph  Banks  for  thirty-eight  guineas.  Mr.  Strutt  describes 
another  roll  by  De  Brye,  representing  the  procession  of 
the  knights  of  the  garter  in  1576,  which  was  considered  as 
unique.  The  copy  belonged  to  the  late  sir  John  Fenn. 
De  Brye's  two  sons  were  engravers,  but  nothing  is  re- 
corded of  them,  unless,  as  already  noticed,  thalt  they  con- 
tinued Boissard's  portraits  and  Roman  antiquities.** 

BRYENNIUS  (Nicephorus),  was  a  native  of  Orestia, 
in  Macedonia,  and  married  the  princess  Anna  Comnena, 
daughter  of  Alexius  Comnenus,  who  raised  him  to  the 
rank  of  Caesar,  but  declined  announcing  him  as  his  suc- 
cessor in  prejudice  of  his  own  son.  After  the  death  of 
AlexiuHy  the  empress  Irene  and  her  daughter  Anna  at-« 
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tempted  to  elevate  Bryennius  to  the  empire,  but  he  re- 
fused to  concur  in  the  plot.  Having  been  sent  in  1137  to 
besiege  Aniioch,  he  fell  sick,  and  returning  to  Constan- 
trtiople^  died  in  that  city.  His  history  of  the  reigns  of 
Isaac  Comnenus  and  of  the  three  succeeding  emperors, 
was  comprised  in  four  books,  and  published  with  a  Latin 
translation,  by  the  Jesuit  Poussines,  at  Paris,  in  1661,  to 
which  the  aihiotations  of  Du  Cange  were  annexed  in 
1670.' 

* 

BRYENNIUS  (Manuel),  the  last  writer  on  music  in 
the  Greek  language  that  has  come  to  our  knowledge, 
flourished  under  the  elder  Palieologus,  about  the  year 
1320,  and  it  is  probable  tliat  be  was  a  descendant  of  the 
house  of  Brienne,  an  ancient  French  family,  that  went 
into  Greece  during  the  crusades,  at  the  beginning  of  the 
thirteenth  century.  His  work  is  divided  into  three  books^ 
all  which  are  confined  to  harmonics :  the  first  is  a  kind  of 
commentary  on  Euclid ;  end  the  second  and  third  little 
more  than  explanations  of  the  doctrines  of  Ptolemy.  Mei- 
bomius  had  promised  a  Latin  translation  of  this  book,  but 
dying  before  it  was  finished,  Dr.  Wallis  performed  the 
task,  and  it  now  constitutes  a  part  of  the  third  volume  of 
his  works,  published  at  Oxford,   1699,  3  vols.  fol.  * 

BUAT-NANCAY  (Louis  Gabriel  du),  chevalier  and 
count  of  Nan9ay,  was  born  near  Livarot,  id  Normandy, 
March  2,  1732,  and  died  on  his  estate  at  Nan9ay,  Sept. 
IS,  1787.  He  was  minister  plenipotentiary  in  most  of 
the  courts  of  Germany,  and  having  a  great  taste  for  his- 
tory, politics,  and  antiquities,  passed  much  of  his  time  in 
pursuits  calculated  to  gratify  it.  He  published  the  fol- 
io wing  works,  all  of  which  were  well  received  by  his 
countrymen :  1.  "  Tableau  de  gouvernement  de  TAUer 
magne,"  1755,  12mo.  2.  "  Origines,  ou  Pancieii  gou- 
vernement de  la  France,  de  PAUemagne,  et  d^  ritalie,** 
Hague,  1757,  4  vols.  8vo.  3.  "  L'Histoire  ancienne  des 
peuples  de  I'Europe,"  1772,  12  vols.  12mo,  4.  "  Re- 
cherches  sur  THistoire  d'AUemagne,"  1772,  2  vols.  foU 
5.  ^'  Maximes  du  gouvernement  monarchique,"  1789, 
4  vols.  8vo,  and  several  other  dissertations  on  subjects  of 
history  and  politics.  He  was  also  author  of  a  tragedy 
named  ^^  Charlemagne,'*  printed,  and  of  a.nother,  ^^  Rosa* 
mond,'*  which  remains  in  manuscript. ' 

'  Morcri. — Diipin.  , 
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BUC  (George),  a  learned  afntiquary,  was  born  in  Lin* 
colnshire,  in  the  sixteenth  century,  and  flourished  in  the 
beginning  of  the  seventeenth.  He  was  descended  from  / 
the  ancient  family  of  the  Bucs,  or  Buckes,  of  West  Stan- 
ton, and  Herthill,  in  Yorkshire,  and  Meiford-hall,  in  Suf- 
folk. His  great-grandfather,  sir  John  Buc,  knight,  was 
one  of  king  Richard  the  Third's  favourites,  and  attended 
that  unfortunate  prince  to  the  battle  of  Bosworth,  where 
he  lost  his  crown  and  life.  In  fhe  first  parliament  of  king 
Henry  VH.  this  sir  John  Buc  was  attainted  for  being  one 
of  the  chief  aiders  and  assistants  to  the  king  just  now  men- 
tioned, in  the  battle  of  Bosworth,  and  soon  after  was  be- 
headed at  Leicester.  By  this  attainder  his  posterity  were 
reduced  to  very  great  distress ;  but,  through  the  interest 
of  Thomas  duke  of  Norfolk,  the  great  patron  of  the  fa- 
mily, they  had  probably  some  of  their  estates  restored  to 
them,  and,  among  others,  that  in  Lincolnshire,  where  our 
author  was  born.  In  the  reign  of  king  James  I.  he  was  made 
one  of  the  gentlemen  of  his  majesty's  privy- chamber,  and 
knighted.  He  was  also  constituted  master  of  the  revels, 
whose  office  was  then  kept  on  St.  Peter' s-hill,  in  London. 
What  he  mostly  distinguished  himself  by,  was  writing 
*'  The  Life  and  Reign  of  Richard  HL  in  five  books,*' 
wherein,  in  opposition  to  the  whole  body  of  English  his- 
torians, he  endeavours  to  represent  that  prince's  person 
and  actions  in  a  quite  different  light  from  what  they  have 
been  by  others;  and  lakes  great  pains  to  wipe  off  the 
bloody  stains  that  have  been  fixed  upon  his  character.  He 
has  also  written  :  **  The  third  universitie  of  England  ;  or, 
a  treatise  of  the  foundations  of  all  the  coliedges,  ancient 
schooles  of  priviledge,  and  of  houses  of  learning,  and  libe- 
rall  arts,  within  and  about  the  most  famous  citie  of  London. 
With  a  briefe  report  of  the  sciences,  arts,  and  faculties  . 
therein  professed,  studied,  and  practised."  And  a  treatise 
of  "  The  Art  of  Revels."  Mr.  Camde?n  gives  him  the  cha- 
racter of  "  a  person  of  excellent  learning,"  and  thankfully 
acknowledges  that  hp  "  remarked  many  things  in  his  his- 
tories, and  courteously  communicated  his  observations  to 
him.'*  He  has  since  received  very  able  support,  and 
Richard  III.  has  found  a  powerful  advocate  in  Horace 
Walpole,  the  late  lord  Orford,  who  in  his  "  Historic 
Doubts"  has,  with  much  ingenuity,  at  least,  shewn  that 
the  evidence  f)roduced  i^i  confirmation  of  Richard's  crimes, 
i»  far  from  being  decisire.     But  we  hayo  now  an  *^  historic 
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doubt"  to  bring  forward  of  more  importance  to  the  pre- 
yieht  article,  which  we  find  in  a  note  on  Malone^s  Shak* 
speare,  in  the  following  words :  "  I  take  this  opportunity 
of  correcting  an  error  into  which  Anthony  Wood  has  fallen^ 
and  which  has  been  implicitly  adopted  in  the  new  edition 
of  the  Biograpbia  Britannica,  and  many  other  books.  The 
error  I  allude  to,  is,  that  this  sir  George  Buc,  who  was 
knighted  at  Whitehall  by  king  James  the  day  before  his 
coronation,  July  23,  1603,  was  the  author  of  the.  cele- 
brated *  History  of  king  Richard  the  Third  ;'  which  was 
written  above  twenty  years  after  his  death,  by  George 
Buck,  esq.  who  was,  I  suppose,  bis  son.  The  precise 
time  of  the  father's  death,  I  have  not  been  able  to  ascer- 
tain, there  being  no  will  of  his  in  the  prerogative  office ; 
but  I  have  reason  to  believe  that  it  happened  soon  after 
the  year  1622.     He  certainly  died  before  August  1629." 

In  answer  to  this,  Mr.  Ritson  asserts  that  there  can  be 
no  doubt  of  the  fact,  that  sir  George  Buc  was  the  author 
of  this  History,  although  published,  and  said  in  the  title 
to  be  "composed  by  George  Bucke,  esq."  in  1646,  bis 
original  MS.  (though  much  injured  by  fire)  being  still 
preserved  among  the  Cotton  MSS.  Mr.  Ritson  adds  that 
sir  George  died  in  1623.  He  has  also  enrolled  him 
among  his  poets,  on  account  of  "  An  Eclog  treating  of 
crownes,  and  of  garlaqdes,  and  to  whom  of  right  they 
appertaine.  Addressed  and  consecrated  to  the  king^s  ma- 
jestie,"   1605,  4to,  and  of  some  other  verses. 

Sir  George  Buc's  History  of  Richard  is  printed  in  Ken* 
net's  Complete  History  of  England,  and  his  "  Third  Oni- 
versitie"  first  printed  in  1615,  fol.  is  appended  to  Stowe's 
Chronicle,  by  Howes,   1631.* 

BUCER  (Maktin),  an  eminent  German  reformer,  was 
born  in  1491,  at  Schelestadt,  a  town  of  Alsace.  At  the 
age  of  seven  he  took  the  religious  habit  in  the  order  of  St. 
Dominic,  and  with  the  leave  of  the  prior  of  his  convent, 
went  to  Heidelberg  to  learn  logic  and  philosophy.  Having 
applied  himself  afterwards  to  divinity,  he  made  it  his  en- 
deavour to  acquire  a  thorough  knowledge  of  the  Greek 
and  Hebrew.  About  this  time  some  of  Erasmus's  pieces 
came  abroad,  which  he  fead  with  great  avidity,  and 
meeting  afterwards  with  certain  tracts  of  Luther,  and  com- 
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paring  the  doctrine  there  delivered  with  the  sacred  scrips 
tures,  he  began  to  entertain  doubts  concerning  severalr 
things  in  the  popish  religion.  His  uncommon  learning 
and  his  eloquence^  which  was  assisted  by  a  strong  arnd 
musical  voice,  and  his  free  censure  of  the  vices  of  the 
times,  recommended  him  to  Frederick  elector  palatine, 
who  made  him  one  of  his  chaplains.  After  some  con* 
fereilces  with  Luther,  at  Heidelberg,  in  152i,  he  adopted 
most  of  his  religious  notions,  particularly  those  with  re- 
gard to  justification.  However,  in  1532,  he  gave  the 
preference  to  the  sentiments  of  Zuinglius,  but  used  jiis 
utmost  endeavours  to  re-unite  the  two  parties,  who  boih 
opposed  the  Romish  religion.  He  is  looked  upon  as  one 
of  the  first  authors  of  the  reformation  at  Strasburg,  where 
he  taught  divinity  for  twenty  years,  and  was  one  of  the 
ministers  of  the  town.  He  assisted  at  many  conferences 
concerning  religion ;  and  in  1548,  was  sent  for  to  Augs* 
burg  to  sign  that  agreement  betwixt  the  Protectants  and 
Papists,  which  was  called  the  Interim.  His  warm  oppo-* 
sition  to  this  project  exposed  him  to  many  difficulties  and 
harships ;  the  news  of  which  reaching  England,  where  his 
fame  had  already  arrived,  Cranmer,  archbishop  of  Canter- 
bury, gave  him  an  invitation  to  come  over,  which  he^ 
readily  accepted.  In  1549  an  handsome  apartment  was 
assigned  him  in  the  university  of  Cambridge,  and  a  salary 
to  teach  theology.  King  Edward  VI.  bad  the  greatest  re-* 
gard  for  him  ;  being  told  that  be  was  very  sensible  of  the. 
cold  of  this  climate,  and  suffered  much  for  want  of  a  Ger- 
man stove,  he  sent  him  an  hundred  crowns  to  purchase  one. 
He  died  of  a  complication  of  disorders,  in  J  551,  and  was 
buried  at  Cambridge,  in  St.  Mary's  church,  with  great  fu-^ 
neral  pomp.  Five  years  aft^r,  in  the  reign  of  queen  Mary, 
his  body  was  dug  up  and  publicly  burnt,  and  bis  tomb  de» 
molisfaed ;  but  it  w^^  afterwards  set  up  again  by  order  of 
queen  Elizabeth.  Re  married  a  nun,  by  whom  he  had 
thirteen  children.  This  woman  dying  of  the  plague,  he 
married  another,  and,  according  to  some,  upon  her  death, 
he  took  a  third  wife.  His  character  is  thus  given  by  Burnet : 
^  Martin  Bucer  was  a  very  learned,  judicious,  pious,  and 
moderate  person.  Perhaps  he  was  inferior  to  none  of  alt 
the  reformers  for  learning ;  but  for  zeal,  for  true  piety, 
and  a  most  tender  care  of  preserving  unity  among  the  fo- 
reign churches,  Melancthon  and  he,  without  any  injury 
done  to  the  rest,  may  be  ranked  apart  by  themselves.     He 
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was  much  opposed  by  the  Popish  party  at  Cambridge; 
whO)  though  they  complied  with  the  law,  and  so  kept  their 
places,  yet,  either  in  the  way  of  argument,  as  if  it  had 
been  for  dispute^s  sake,  or  in  such  points  as  were  not  de- 
termined, set  themselves  much  to  lessen  his  esteem.  Nor 
was  he  furnished  naturally  with  that  quickness  that  is  ne- 
cessary for  a  disputant,  from  which  they  studied  to  draw 
advantages ;  and  therefore  Peter  Martyr  wrote  to  him  to 
avoid  all  public  disputes."  His  writings  were  in  Latin^ 
and  in  German,  and  so  numerous,  that  it  is  comptited  they 
wopld  form  eight  or  nine  folio  volumes.  His  anxiety  to 
reconcile  the  -Lutherans  and  Zuinglians  led  him  to  use 
many  general  and  perhaps  ambiguous  expressions  in  his 
writings.  He  seems  to  have  thought  Luther's  notion  of 
the  sacrament  too  strong,  and  that  of  Zuinglius  too  weak. 
Verheiden  in  Latin,  and  Lupton  in  English,  have  given  b, 
list  of  his  works,  but  without  size  or  dates.  ^ 

BUC^AN  (Elspeth,  or  Elizabeth),  the  foundress  of  a 
set  of  modern  fanatics,  and  the  daughter  of  John  Simpson, 
the  keeper  of  an  inn  at  Fitmy-Can,  the  half-way  house 
between  BanfP  and  Portsoy,  in  the  north  of  Scotland,  was; 
born  in  1738  j  and,  when  she  had  completed  her  one-and- 
twentieth  year,  was  sent  to  Glasgow,  where  she  entered  into 
the  service  of  Mr.  Martin,  one  of  the  principal  proprietors  of 
the  Delft-Work  there.  In  this  situation  she  had  remained 
but  a  short  time,  when  she  accepted  proposals  of  marriage 
from  Robert  Buchan,  one  of  the  workmen  in  the  service 
of  the  same  Mr.  Martin.  For  some  years,  Robert  and 
Elspeth  Buchan  lived  happily  together,  having  many  chil- 
dren, whom  they  educated  in  a  manner  suitable  to  their 
iitation  in  life.  At  the  time  of  her  marriage,  Mrs..  Buchan 
was  of  the  episcopal  persuasion,  but  the  husband  being  a 
burgher-seceder,  she  adopted  his  principles,  and  entered 
into  communion  w^th  that  sect.  She  had  always  been  a  con- 
stant reader  of  the  scriptures ;  and  taking  a  number  of 
passages  in  a  strictly  literal  sense,  she  changed  heropi- 
fiions  about  the  yeer  1779,  became  the  promulgatpr  of  many 
singular  doctrines,  and  soon  brought  over  to  her  notions 
Mr.  Hugh  Whyte,    a  dissenting  minister  at  Irvine,  and 

>  Melchior  Adam  in  Titis  Theplogoram.— Batesii  Vit»,  p.  250. — Strype*t 
Life  of  sir  John  CbeVe. — Gen.  Diet. — Mosheim  and  Milner. — ^Vt'rheiJen's  Effi- 
Ifies — Lupton's  Lives. — Fuller's  Abel  ftcdivivus. — ^Burnet's  ttist.  of  the  B«for- 
ndation,  and  Strype^s  Lives  of  the  Archbishops,  Annab  And  Memorials.  Several 
MSB.  respecting  him  are  in  the  library  of  C«  C.  College,  Cambrid|;e»  the  Briti4i 
Museum,  Ue* 
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connected  with  Mr.  Bell  in  Glasgow,  and  Mr.  Bain  in 
Edinburgh  ;  and  who,  upon  Mr.  Whyte*s  abdication  of  bis 
charge,  settled  Mr.  Robertson  in  his  place  at  Irvine.  She 
went  on  continually  making  new  converts  till  April  1790, 
at  which  time  the  populace  in  Irvine  rose,  assembled 
Tound  Mr.  Whyte's  house,  and  broke  all  the  windows; 
when  Mrs.  Buchan  and  the  whole  of  her  converts,  of  whom 
the  above-mentioned  were  a  part,  to  the  number  of  forty- 
six  persons,  left  Irvine.  The  Buchanites  ((or  so  they  were 
immediately  called)  went  through  Mauchlin,  Cumnock  old 
and  neWf  halted  three  days  at  Kirconnel,  passed  through 
Sanquhar  and  Thornhill,  and  then  settled  at  a  farm-house,- 
the  out-houses  of  which  they  had  all  along  possessed,  pay- 
ing for  them,  as  well  as  for  whatever  they  wanted. 

The  gentleman  from  whom  this  narrative  was  received, 
being  a  merchant  in  Glasgow,  and  having  occasion  to  go 
to  that  country,  spent  a  great  part  of  two  days  in  their 
company  in  August  1784,  conversing  with  most  of  them; 
and  from  him  we  shall  give  what  he  was  able  to  pict  up  of 
their  particular  notions : 

V  The  Buchanites  pay  great  attention  to  the  bible ;  be* 
ing  always  reading  it,  or  having  it  in  their  pocket,  or  under 
their  arm^  proclaiming  it  the  best  book  in  the  world.  They 
read,  sing  hymns,  preach,  and  converse  much  about  reli- 
gion ;  declaring  the  last  day  to  be  at  band,  and  that  no 
one  of  all  their  company  shall  ever  die,  or  be  buried  in  the 
earth ;  but  soon  shall  hear  the  voice  of  the  last  trumpet, 
when  all  the  wicked  shall  be  struck  dead,  and  remain  so 
fqr  one  thousand  years :  at  the  same  moment  they,  the  Bu- 
chanites, shall  undergo  an  agreeable  change,  shall  be 
caught  up  to  meet  the  Lord  in  the  air,  from  whence  they 
shall  return  to  this  earth,  in  company  with  the  Lord  Jesus, 
with  whom  as  their  king  they  shall  possess  this  earth  one 
thousand  years,  the  devil  being  bound  with  a  chain  in  the 
interim.  At  the  end  of  one  thousand  years,  the  devil  shall 
be  loosed,  the  wicked  quickened,  both  shall  assail  their 
camp,  but  be  repulsed,  with  the  devil  at  their  head,  while 
.they  fight  valiantly  under  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ  as  their 
captain-general. 

''  Since  the  Buchanites  adopted  their  principles,  they 
neither  marry,  nor  are  given  in  marriage,  nor  consider 
themselves  bound  to  any  conjugal  duties,  or  mind  to  in- 
dulge themselves  in  any  carnal  enjoyments;  but  having 
one  common  purse  for  their  cash^  they  are  all  sisters  and 
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brothers^  living  a  holy  life  as  the  angels  of  God ;  and  be- 
ginning and  continuing  in  the  sanie  holy  life,  they  shall 
five  under  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  their  king,  after  his  se- 
cond coming.  The  Buchanites  follow  no  industry,  being 
commanded  to  take  no  thought  of  to-morrow ;  but,  observ- 
ing how  the  young  ravens  are  fed,  and  how  the  lilies  groWj^ 
they  assure  themselves  God  will  much  more  feed  and  clothe 
them.  ■  They,  indeed,  sometimes  work  at  mason-wright 
and  husbandry  work  to  people  in  their  neighbourhood  ;  but 
theii  they  refuse  all  wages,  or  any  consideration  whatever, 
but  declare  their  whole  object  in  working  at  all  is  to  mix 
with  the  world,  and  inculcate  those  important  truths  of 
which  tbey  themselves  are  so  much  persuaded. 

**  Some  people  call  Mrs.  Buchan  a  witch  ;  which  she 
treats  with  contempt.  Others  declare  shfe  calls  herself  thef 
virgin  Mary,  which  title  she  also  rfefus^sV  declaring  she 
has  more  to  boast  of,  viz.  that  the  virgin  Mi^ry  was  only 
Christ^s  mother  after  the  flesh,  whereas  she  assttres  herself 
to  be  Christ's  daughter  after  the  spirit. 

^*  Her  husband  is  still  in  the  burgher-secession  commu- 
nion ;  and  when  I  asked  Mrs.  Buchan,  and  others  of  the 
Buchanites  who  knew  me,  if  they  had  any  word  to  any  of 
their  acquaintances  in  Glasgow?  the^i^Il  declared  they" 
minded  not  former  things  and  formef  Jpnnections;  but 
that  the  whole  of  their  attention  was  dslymed  to  their  fel- 
low-saints, the  living  a  holy  life,  and  thereby  hastening 
the  second  coming  of  their  Lord  Jesus  Christ.'* 

Mrs.  Buchan  died  about  the  beginning  of  May  1791; 
and  as  her  followers  were  before  greatly  reduced  in  num* 
ber,  it  is  probable  that  nothing  more  will  be  heard  of  them.  ^ 

BUCHAN  (VV^illiam),  a  medical  writer  of  great  popu- 
larity, descended  of  a  respectable  family  in  Roxburghshire, 
was  born  at  Ancram  in  the  year  1729.  Having  passed 
through  the  usual  school  education,  he  was  sent  to  the 
university  at  Edinburgh.  His  inclination  leading  him  to 
mathematics,  he  became  so  considerable  a  proficient  in 
that  branch  of  soience,  as  to  be  enabled  to  give  private 
lessons  to  many  of  the  pupils.  Having  made  choice  of  me- 
dicine for  bis  profession,  he  attended  the  lectures  of  the 
several  professors,  necessary  to  qualify  him  for  practice ; 
and  as  he  was  of  a  studious  turn  of  mind,  his  progress  iii 
knowledge  may  be  supposed  to  have  been  equal  to  his  ap-« 
plication. 

«  1  Last  edition  of  this  Dictionary. 
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After  hiivlng  passed  a  period  of  not  less  iban  nine  yeass 
at  the  iHitversity)  be  first  settled  in  practice  at  Sbeifieidy 
in  Yorkshire.  He  waf  soon  afterwards  elected  physician  to 
a  large  branch  of  the  Foundling  hospital  then  established  at 
Ackwortb.  In  the  course  of  two  years  he  reduced  the  an«- 
nual  number  of  deaths  among  the  children  from  one  half 
to  one  in  fifteen  \  and  by  the  establishment  of  due  regula* 
tions  for  the  preservation  of  healthy  greatly  diminished  the , 
previously  burthensome  expense  of  medical  attendance. 
In  this  situation,  he  derived  from  experience  that  know- 
ledge of  the  complaints,  and  of  the  general  treatment  of 
children,  which  was  afterwards  published  in  ^^  The  Do- 
meistic  Medicine/^  and  in  the  /^Advice  to  Mothers;^' 
works  whichy  considering  their  very  general  diffusion,  have 
no  doubt  tended  to  ameliorate  the  treatment  of  children^ 
and  consequently  to  improve  the  constitutions  of  the  pre* 
sent  generation  of  the  inhabitants  of  this  country.  When 
that  institution  was  dissolved,  in  consequence  of  parliament 
withdrawing  their  support  from  it,  Dr*  Buchan  returned  to 
Edinburgh,  where  he  became  a  fellow  of  the  royal  college 
of  physicians,  and  settled  in  the  practice  of  his  profession, 
relying  in  some  measure  on  the  comitenance  and  support 
of  the  relations  of  the  lady  he  married,  who  was  of  a  re- 
spectable family  in  that  city.  On  the  death  of  one  of  the 
professors,  the  doctor  offered  himself  as  a  candidate  for 
the  vacant  chair,  but  did  not  succeed. 

About  this  period,  the  work  entitled  ^^  Domestic  Medt« 
cine"  was  first  published,  with  the  view  of  laying  open  the 
science  of  medicine,  and  rendering  it  familiar  to  the  com-^ 
prehension  of  mankind  in  general.  In  this  plan  he  was 
encouraged  by  the  late 'Dr.  Gregory,  of  liberal  memoryi 
who  was  of  opinion,  that,  to  render  medicine  generally  in* 
telligible  was  the  only  means  of  putting  an  end  to  the  im- 
postures of  quackery.  The  work  was  also  patrpnised  by, 
and  dedicated  to,  sir  John  Pringle,  then  president  of  the 
royal  society,  and  a  distant  relation  of  the  author.  This 
work  has  had  a  degree  pf  success  unequalled  by  any  other 
medical  book  in  the  English  language.  It  has  also  been 
translated  into  every  European  language.  Qn  its  appear- 
ing in  Russian,  the  late  empress  Catharine  transmitted  to 
theauthor  a  large  and  elegant  medallion  of  gold,  accom- 
panied by  a  letter  expressive  of  her  sentiments  of  the  uti- 
lity of  his  exertions  towards  promoting  the  welfare  of  man- 
kind in  general.  .  Yet  successful  as  ibis  work  has  proved. 
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Dr.  Buchan^s  expectations  from  it  were  not  great,  and  he 
sold  the  copyright  in  1771  for  a  very  inconsiderable  sum; 
but  the  liberal  purchaser,  the  late  Mr.  Cadell,  and  his  suc- 
cessors, made  the  doctor  a  handsome  present  on  revising 
each  edition,  of  which  he  lived  to  see  nineteen  published^ 
amounting  to  upwards  of  80,000  copies.  It  has  likewise 
been  printed  in  Ireland  and  America,  apd  pirated  in  vari« 
ous  shapes  in  England,  but  without  much  diminution  either 
of  the  sale  or  credit  of  the  authentic  work. 

On  the  death  of  Fergusson,  the  celebrated  lecturer  on 
natural  philosophy,  which  took  place  about  the  year  1775, 
Jie  bequeathed  to  the  doctor  the  whole  of  his  apparatus. 
Unwilling  that  this  collection,  which  at  that  period  was 
perhaps  the  best  this  country  could  boast  of,  should  re*  ^ 
main  shut  up  and  useless,  the  doctor,  with  the  assistance 
"of  his  son,  who  conducted  the  experimental  part,  delivered 
several  cours.es  of  lectures,  during  three  years,  s^t  Edin* 
burgh,  with  great  success,  the  theatre  being  always  crowded 
with  auditors.     On  removing  to  London,  he  disposed  of 
this  apparatus  to  Dr.  Lettsom.     Of  natural  philosophy,  the 
part  which  particularly  attracted  the  doctor's  attention  was 
astronomy.     Nothing  delighted  him  more  than  to  point  out 
the  celestial  phenomena  on  a  fine  starlight  evening  to  any 
young  person  who  appeared  willing  to  receive  information; 
and  the  friendship  of  the  late  highly  respectable  astrono* 
mer  royal,  Dr.  Maskelyne,  afforded  him  every  facility  of 
renovating   his  acquaintance   with   the  planetary  bodiesii 
whenever  so  inclined. 

He  was  possessed  of  a  most  retentive  memory,  which  was 
particularly  exemplified  in  his  recollection  of  the  Bible^ 
which  in  his  more  early  years  he  had  been  much  accus* 
tomed  to  peruse  with  attention.  On  an  appeal  being  made 
to  him  concerning  any  particular  text  of  scripture,  he 
hardly  ever  erred  in  giving  the  very  words  of  which  it  con* 
sisted,  and  pointing  out  the  precise  chapter  and  verse 
where  it  was  to  be  found.  The  same  faculty  furnished  him 
with  an  infinite  fund  of  amusing  anecdotes  which  he  used 
to  relate  in  a  good-humoured  and  entertaining  manner. 
This  talent  rendered  his  company  much  courted  by  private 
circles,  and  interfered  with  that  assiduous  attention  to 
business  requisite  to  ensure  success  to  a  medical  practi- 
tioner in  the  metropolis,  which  his  popular  reputation  and 
pleasing  manners  were  in  other  respects  well  calculated  to 
obtain.     He  latterly  confined  bis  practice  to  giving  advice 
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^t  home>  and  in  that  way  did  more  busmesn  than  mp&t 
people  acquainted  with  his  habits  supposed. 

The  doctor  had  a  prepossessing  exterior,  and  was  of  a 
inild,  humane,  and  benevolent  disposition,  which  not  only 
embraced  all  the  human  race,  but  was  extended  to  the 
whole  of  the  animal  creation.  He  was  blessed  with  an  ex- 
cellent constitution,  never  having  experienced  sickness  till 
within  a  year  of  his  decease,  when  he  began  sensibly  to 
decline.  The  immediate  cause  of  his  death,  of  the  ap- 
proach of  which  he  was  sensible,  and  which  he  met  with 
the  same  gentleness  and  equanimity  which  characterized 
every  action  of  his  life,  appeared  to  be  an  accumulation  of 
water  in  the  chest.  He  died  Feb.  25,  1805,  in  the  se- 
venty-sixth year  of  his  age,  and  is  buried  in  the  cloisters 
of  Westminster- abbey.  Two  children  survive  him,  a  daugh* 
ter  and  a  son,  the  latter  of  whom,  a  rpan  of  profound  and 
general  learning,  has  been  for  some  years  settled  in  prac- 
tice as  a  physician  in  Percy>street,  London. 

Besides  the  works  above-mentioned,  Dr.  Buchan  pub- 
lished a  "Treatise  on  the  Venereal  Disease,"  .1796,  w^iich 
has  passed  through  several  editions ;  "  Cautions  concern- 
ing Cold-bathing,  and  drinking  Mineral-waters,"  1786, 
8vo;  and  "A  Letter  to  the  Patentee,  concerning  the  me- 
dical properties  of  Fleecy  Hosiery,"   1790,  8vo.  * 

BUCHANAN  (George),  a  Scottish  historian,  and  La- 
tin poet,  of  great  eniinence,  and  uncommon  abilities  and 
learning,  was  descended  from  an  ancient  family,  and  was 
born  at  Killairn,  in  the  shire  of  Lenox,  in  Scotland,  in  the 
month  of  February  1506.  His  father  died  of  the  stone  in 
the  prime  of  life,  whilst  his  grandfather  was  yet  living;  by 
whose  extravagance  the  family,  which  before  was  but  in 
low  circumstances,  was  now  nearly  reduced  to  the  extre- 
mity of  want.  He  had,  however,  the  happiness  of  a  very 
?rudent  mother,  Agnes,  the  daughter  of  James  Heriot  of 
Vabrown,  who,  though  she  was  left  a  widow  with  five  sons 
and  three  daughters,  brought  them  all  up  in  a  decent  man- 
ner, by  judicious  management.  She  had  a  brother,  Mr. 
James  Heriot,  who,  observing  the  marks  of  genius  which 

Joung  George  Buchanan  discovered  when  at  school,  sent 
im  to  Paris  in  1520  for  his  education.     There  he  closely  ^ 
applied  himself  to  his  studies,  and  particularly  cultivated 
bis  poetical  talents:  but  before  he  had  been  there  quite 

1  Gent.  Mag.  1805.— Memoirs  of  William  Smellie,  F.  R.  S.  and  F.AS.  EU 
which  iittDtaiii  a  correspondence  with  Dn  Buchan^  &c, 
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two  years,  the  death  of  his  vncle,  and  hisi.Qwn  ill  state  of 
health,  and  want,  of  money,  obliged  hiqi  to  return  home. 
Having  arrived  in  bis  native  cpuutry,  he  spent  almost  a 
year  in  endeavouring  to  re-establish  his  health;  and  in 
1523,  in  order  to  acquire  some  knowledge  of  military  af- 
fairs, he  made  a  campaign   with  the  French  auxiliaries, 
who  came  over  into  Scotland  with  John  duke  of  Albany. 
But  in  this  new  course  of  life  he  encountered  so  many 
hardships,  that  he  was  confined  to  his  bed  by  sickness  all 
the  ensuing  winter.     He  had  probably  much  more  propen* 
sity  to  his  books,  than  to  the  sword ;  for  early  in  the  fqj[- 
lowing  spring  he  went  to  St.  Andrews,  and  attended  the 
lectures  on  logic,  or  rather,  as  he  says,  on  sophistry,  which 
were  read  in  that  university  by  John  Major,  or  Mair,  a 
professor  in  St.  Saviour's  college,  and  assessor  to  the  dean 
pf  Arts,  whom  he  soon  after  accompanied  to  Paris.     After 
struggling  for  about  two  years  with  indigence  and  ill  for- 
tune, he  was  admitted,  in  1526,  being  then  not  more  than 
twenty  years  of  age,  in  the  college  of  St.  Barbe,  where  he 
took  the  degree  of  B.  A.  in  1527,  and  M.  A.  in  1528,  and 
in  1529  was  chosen  procurator  nationisj  and  began  then  to 
teach  grammar,  which  he  continued  for  about  three  years. 
But  Gilbert  Kennedy,  earl  of  Cassils,  a  young  Scottish 
nobleman,  being  then  in  France,  and  happening  to  fall 
into  the  company  of  Buchanan,  was  so  delighted  with  his 
wit,  and  the  agreeableness  of  his  manners,  that  he  pre- 
vailed upon  him  to  continue  with  him  five  years.     Accord- 
ing to  Mackenzie,*he  acted  as  a  kind  of  tutor  to  this  young 
nobleman  ;  and,  during  his  stay  with  him,  translated  Lin- 
acre's  Rudiments  of  grammar  out  of  English  into  Latin ; 
which  was  printed  at  Paris,  by  Robert  Stephens,  in  1533, 
and  dedicatecl  to  the  earl  of  Cassils.     He  returned  to  Scot- 
land with  that  nobleman,,  whose  death  happened  about  two 
years  after ;  and  Buchanan  had  then  an  inclination  to  re-^ 
turn  to  France :  but  James  V.  king  of  Scotland  prevented 
him,    by  appointing   him   preceptor   to   his   natural  son, 
James,  afterwards  the  abbot  of  Kelso,  who  died  in  1548, 
and  not,  as  some  say,  the  earl  of  Murray,  regent  of  that 
kingdom.     About  this  time,   he   wrote  a   satirical  poem 
against    the    Franciscan    friars,    entitled,    ^^  Somnium ;'' 
which  irritated  them  to  exclaim  against  him  as  a  heretic. 
Their  clamours,  however,  only  increased  the  dislike  which 
be  hiad  conceived  against  them  on  account  of  their  disor* 
,derly  and  licentious  lives  \  and  inclined  him  the  more  to* 
Vol.  VIL  Q 
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ward*  Lalbcimnitiiiy  to  which  he  seems  to  hare  baA  before 
no  iocoDsidierable  propensity.  Abuut  the  year  1538,  the 
king  having  discovered  a  conspiracy  against  himself,  in 
which  he  suspected  that  some  of  the  Franciscans  were  co«- 
oeroedy  commanded  Buchanan  to  write  a  poem  against 
.^t  order.  But  he  had  probably  already  experienced  the 
inconveniency  of  exasperating  so  formidable  a  body ;  for 
he  only  wrote  a  few  verses  which  were  susceptible  of  a 
double  ioterpretatiooy  and  be  pleased  neither  party.  The 
king  was  .dissatisfied,  that  the  satire  was  not  more  poig- 
nant I  and  the  friars  considered  it  as  a  heinous  offence^  to 
mention  them  in  any  way  that  was  not  honourable.  But 
the  king  gave  Buchanan  a  second  command,  to  write 
against  them  with  more  severity;  which  be  accordingly 
did  in  the  poem,  entitled,  '*  Franciscanus  ;'^  by  which  lie 
pleased  the  king,  and  rendered  the'  friars  his  irre<^ucile- 
able  enemies.  He  soon  found,  that  the  animosity  of  these 
ecclesiastics  was  of  a  more  durable  nature  than  royal  fa^ 
vour  :  for  the  king  had  the  meanness  to  suffer  him  to  feel 
the  weight  of  their  resentment,  though  it  had  been  chiefly 
excited  by  obedience  to  his  commands.  It  was  not  the 
Franciscans  only,  but  the  clergy  in  general,  who  were  in- 
censed against  Buchanan  :  they  appear  to  have  made  a 
common  cause  of  it,  and  they  left  no  stone  unturned  till 
they  had  prevailed  with  the  king  that  he  should  be  tried 
for  heresy.  He  was  accordingly  imprisoned  at  the  begin- 
ning of  1539,  but  found  means  to  make  bis  escape,  as  be 
says  himself,  out  of  his  chamber- window,  while  bis  guards 
were  asleep.  He  fled  into  England,  where  be  found  king 
Henry  the  Eighth  persecuting  both  protestants  and  papists. 
Not  thinking  that  kingdom,  therefore,  a  place  of  safety, 
he  again  went  over  into  France,  to  which  he  was  the  more 
inclined  because  he  had  there  some  literary  friends,  and 
was  pleased  with  the  politeness  of  French  manners.  But 
when  he  came  to  Paris,  he  had  the  mortification  to  find 
there  cardinal  Beaton^  who  was  his  great  enemy,  and  who 
appeared  there  as  ambassador  from  Scotland.  Expecting^ 
therefore,  to  receive  some  ill  offices  from  him,  if  he  con- 
tinued at  Paris,  he  withdrew  himself  privately  to  Bour« 
deaux,  at  the  invitation  of  Andrew  Govea,  a  learned  Por- 
tuguese, who  was  principal  of  a  new  college  in  that  city, 
.  Buchanan  taught  in  the  public  schools  there  tliree  years ;  in 
which  time  he  composed  two  tragedies,  the  one  entitled, 
^VBaptistes,  sive  Calumnia,"  and  the  other  *^  JepbtkeBf^ 
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iBive  Yotum^;*'  and  also  translated  the  Mc^dea  and*  Alcestis 
of  Euripides.  These  were  all  afterwards  published;  but 
they  were  originally  written  in  compliance  with  the  rules 
of  the  school,  which  every  year  required  some  new  dra- 
^inatic  exhibition ;  and  his  view  in  choosing  these  subjects 
was,  to  draw  off  the  youth  of  France  as  much  as  possible 
from  the  allegories,  which  were  then  greatly  in  vogue,  to 
a  just  imitation  of  the  ancients ;  in  which  he  succeeded  be- 
yond his  hopes.  During  his  residence  at  Bourdeaux,  the 
emperor  Charles  V.  passed  through  that  city  ;  upon  which 
Buchanan  presented  his  imperial  majesty  with  an-  elegant 
Latin  poem,  in  which  the  emperor  was  highly  compli- 
mented, and  at  which  he  expressed  great  satisfaction.  But 
the  animosity  of  cardinal  Beaton  still  pursued  our  poet : 
Ibr  that  haughty  prelate  wrote  letters  to  the  archbishop  of 
Sourdeaux,  in  which  he  informed  him,  that  Buchanan  had 
fled  his  country  for  heresy ;  that  be  had  lampooned  the 
church  in  most  virulent  satires ;  and  that  if  he  would  put 
faim  to  the  trial,  he  would  iind  him  a  most  pestilentious 
heretic.  Fortunately  for  Buchanan,  these  letters  fell  into 
the  hands  of  some  of  his  friends,  who  found  means  to  pre- 
Tent  their  etfects  :  and  the  state  of  public  affairs  in  Scot- 
land, in  consequence  of  the  death  of  king  James  V.  gave 
4he  cardinal  so  much  employment,  as  to  prevent  any  far- 
ther prosecution  of  his  rancour  against  Buchanan. 

In  1543,  he  quitted  Bourdeaux,  on  account  of  the  pes- 
tilence being  there ;  and  about  this  time  seems  to  have  had 
«ome  share  in  the  education  of  Michael  de  Montaigne,  the 
celebrated  author  of  the  ^  Essays.  In  1544,  he  went  to 
Paris,  where  he  taught  the  second  class  of  the  college  of , 
Bourbon,  as  Tumebus  did  the  first,  and  Muretus  the  third; 
and  it  appears  that  in  some  part  of  this  year  he  was  af&icted 
with  the  gout.  In  1547,  he  went  into  Portugal  with  his 
friend  Andrew  Govea,  who  had  received  orders  from  the 
jking  his  master  to  return  home,  and  bring  with  him  a  cer- 
tain number  of  learned  men,  qualified  to  teach  the  Aristo- 
telian philosophy,  and  polite  literature,  in  the  university 

*.  A  tramlatioii  of  the  Baptistes  was  157S,  when  it  was  printed  at  Ijondcn, 

pvbli&hed,  in   1641»  which   Mr,  Peck  His  translation  of  the  Medea  of  Eiiri* 

svpposed  to  have  been  made  by  Mil-  pides  was  acted  at  Bourdeaux  in  1543« 

ton,  and  therefore  re-printed  it  with' his  His  Jephthes  was  published  at  Parts  in 

New  Memoirs  of  the  Life  and  Poetical  1554,  and  his  translation  of  the  Alcef* 

Works  of  Milton,  published  in  4to,  in  tis  of  Euripides  at  tb^  same  placa  in 

1740.     The  Baptistes,  though  the  first  1556. 
wriUent  was  not  published  till  ih^  year 

Q  2 
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ni^ich  be  bad  lately  established  at  Coimbra.  He  says,  that 
he  the  more  readily  agreed  to  go  to  Portugal,  because  that 
''  all  Europe  besides  was  either  actually  engaged  in  foreign 
or  domestic  wars,  or  upoir  the  point  of  being  so ;  and  that 
this  corner  of  the  world  appeared  to  him  the  most  likely  to 
be  free  from  tumults  and  disturbances.  Besides  which, 
his  companions  in  that  journey  were  such,  that  they  seemed 
rather  his  familiar  friends  than  strangers,  or  foreigners; 
for  with  most  of  them  he  had  been  upon  terms  of  much  in<> 
timiacy  for  some  years ;  and  they  were  men  well  known  to 
the  world  by  their  learned  works  *." 

During  the  life  of  Govea,  who  was  a  great  favourite  of 
his  Portuguese  majesty,  matters  went  on  extremely  well 
with  Buchanan  in  Portugal ;  but  after  the  death  of  Govea^ 
which  happened  in  1548,  a  variety  of  ill  treatment  was 
practised  against  the  learned  men  who  followed  him,  and 
particularly  against  Buchanan.  He  was  accused  of  being 
author  of  the  poem  against  the  Franciscans,  of  having 
eaten  flesh  in  time  of  Lent,  and  of  having  jsaid  that,  with 
respect  to  the  Eucharist,  St.  Augustine  was  more  favourable 
to  the  doctrine  of  the  reformers,  than  to  that  of  the  church 
of  Rome.  Besides  these  enormities,  it  was  also  deposed 
against  him  by  certain  witnesses,  that  they  had  heard  from 
divers  reputable  persons,  that  Buchanan  was  not  orthodox 
as  to  the  Romish  faith  and  religion.  These  were  sufficient 
reasons  in  that  country  for  putting  any  man  into  the  in« 
quisition ;  and  accordingly,  Buchanan  was  confined  there 
about  a  year  and  a  half,  He  was  afterwards  removed  to  a 
more  agreeable  prison,  being  confined  in  a  monastery  till 
be  should  be  better  instructed  in  the  principles  of  the 
Romish  church.  He  says  of  the  monks  under  whose  care 
he  was  placed,  that  ^^  they  were  altogether  ignorant  of  re- 
ligion, but  were  otherwise,  men  neither  bad  in  their  mo- 
rals, nor  rude  in  their  behaviour."  It  was  during  his  re- 
sidence in  this  monastery,  that  he  began  to  translate  the 

*■  Mackenzie 8ay8,  that  "before  6u-  command,  whom  the  Franciscans  had 

chanan  undertook  this  voyage  for  For-  offended.    The  king  of  Portugal  bein^ 

tugal,    he  caused  his  friend  ■  Andrew  satisfied  with  this  apoiogy»  Govea,  Ni-* 

Oovea  to  inform  the  king  of  Portugal,  •  cholas  Gmcbius,  Gulielmus  Gan(iil«- 

hy  a  letter,  of  the  whole  affair  between  us.  Jacobus  Tttvius,  HeUus  Venelua, 

him  and  tlie  Franciscans  in  Scotland,  Mr.  Buchanan,   and  his  brother  Mr. 

and  that  the  satire  he  had  writ  against  Patrick  Bnchanan,  embarked  for  Portu- 

them,  was  not,  as  his  enemies  gave  gal,  where  they  safely  arrived  -in  tbe 

,6ut,  to  defame  the  catholics,  but  wrote  year  ld47," 
in  obedience  to  the  king  his  master*s 
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P«aliiis  of  David*  into  Latin  i^erse;  and  which  he  exe* 
cutedy  sajs  Mackenzie,  '^  with  such  inimitable  sweetness 
and  elegancy,  that  this  version  of  the  Psalms  will  be 
esteemed  and  admired  as  long  as  the  world  endures,  or 
i|ien  have  any  relish  for  poetry.'*  Having  obtained  his 
liberty  in  1551,  he  desired  a  passport  of  the  king,  in  order 
to  return  to  France;  but  his  majesty  endeavoured  to  re*- 
tain  him  in  his  service,  and  assigned  him  a  small  pension 
till  he  should  procure  him  an  employment.  But  these 
yucertain  hopes  did  not  detain  him  long  in  Portugal ;  and 
indeed,  it  was  not  to  be  supposed  that  the  treatment  which 
tie  had  received  there,  could  give  a  man  of  Buchanan's 
tamper  any  great  attachment  to  the  place.  He  readily 
embraced  an  opportunity  which  offered  of  embarking  for 
England,  where,  however,  he  made  no  long  stay,  though 
tiome  advantageous  offers  were  made  him.  Edward  VI. 
was  then  upon  the  throne  of  England,^  but  Buchanan,  ap- 
prehending the  affairs  of  that  kingdom  to  be  in  a  very 
unsettled  state,  went  over  into  France  at  the  beginning  of 
l^he  year  1553.  It  seems  to  have  been  about  this  time  that 
he  wrote  some  of  those  satirical  pieces^  against  the  monks, 
which  are  found  in  his  ^^  Fratres  Fraterrimi.''  He  was  also 
probably  now  employed  at  Paris  in  teaching  the  belles- 
lettres;  but  though  be  seems  to  have  been  fond  of  France, 

*  Mr.  Granger  obserres,  that-'*  the  doctoris,  de  eodem  certamine  judi- 
most  applauded  of  Buchanan's  poetical  cium  ;  nee  non  consitium  coUegii  me- 
works  is  hit  translation  of  the  Psalms,  djci  Parisiensis  de  ejusdem  Eglisemmii 
particularly  of  the  104th." — "  This  mani&,  quod  carmine  exhibuit  Arc- 
psalm  has  been  translated  into  Latin  turua  Jonstoous,  M.  D."  The  vanity 
by  nine  Scottish  poeta^  Eight  of  these  and  absurdity  of  Eglisem  are  ridiculed 
translations  were  printed  at  Edinburgh,  in  this  with  much  humour.  Barclay  ' 
1G99,  12mo,  together  with  the  Poetic  says,  that  *' it  would  be  more  difficult 
Duet  of  Dr.  George  Eglisem  with  Bu-  to  find  in  Buchanan's  translation  any 
chanan.  The  former  accused  that  verses  that  are  not  good,  than  it  would 
great  poet  of  bad  Latin,  and  bad  be  tofiodany  in  Egiisem's  that  are  not 
poetry,  iu  his  version  of  this  psalm,  bad."  In  the  Poeticum  Duellum  the 
ftnd  made  no  scruple  of  preferring  his  versions  of  the  104th  psalm  by  6u- 
own  translation  of  it  to  Buchanan's."  chanan  and  Eglisem  are  printed  oppo- 
Eglisem  made  an  appeal  to  the  uni-  site  to  each  other ;  and  at  the  end  of 
versity  of  Paris,  concerning  the  justice  the  second  volume  of  the  Poetarum 
fsf  his  own  criticisms  on  Buchanan.  Scotornm,  besides  the  pieces  con- 
In  the  second  volume  of  the  "  Poeta-  ceming  Buchanan  and  Eglisem,  ar# 
rum  >Scotorum  Mussb  Sacrse,"  pub-  six  other  versions  of  the  same  psalm, 
Hshed  at  Edinburgh,  in  1739,  is  re-  by  Scottish  poets,  the  last  of  whom  is 
printed  the  piece  mentioned  by  Mr.  Dr.  Archibald  Pitcairne.  These  ar* 
Granger,  under  the  following  title:  the  versions  mentioned  by  Mr. Granger, 
**  Poeticum  Duellum:  sen  Georgii  but  he  enumerates  ene  more  than  there 
Eglisemmii  com  Georgio  Buchanano  are,  there  being  only  eight  in  th« 
pro  dignitate  Paraphraseos  Psalmi  civ.  whole,  including  those  of  Buchanan 
certamen.  Cui  aduectitur  Qui.  Bar-  and  Eglisem. 
daiit  amcniiorom  artiuoa  0t  medicins 
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yet  be  sometimes  expresses  his  dissatisfaetioti  at  hi*  treikt* 
ment  and  situation  there*  The  subject  of  one  of  bis  elegies 
is  the  miserable*  condition  of  those  who  were  employed  in 
teaching  literature  at  Paris.  His  income  was,  perhaps, 
^mall ;  and  be  seems  to  have  had  no  great  propensity  to 
oeconomy  ;  but  this  is  a  disposition  too  common  among  the 
votaries  of  the  Muses,  to  afford  any  peculiar  reproach 
against  Buchanan.  In  1555,  the  marshal  de  Brissac,  to 
whom  he  had  dedicated  his  **  Jephthes/'  sent  for  Buchanan 
into  Piedmont,  where  he  then  commanded,  and  made  him 
preceptor  to  Timoleon  de  Cos86,  his  son ;  and  he  spent 
five  years  in  this  station,  partly  in  Italy,  and  partly  in* 
France.  This  employment  probably  afforded  him  much 
leisure ;  for  he  now  applied  himself  closely  to  the  study  of 
the  tocred  writings,  in  order  to  enable  him  to  form  the 
more  accurate  judgment  concerning  the  subjects  in  con- 
troversy between  the  Protestants  and  Papists.  It  was  also 
during  this  period  that  he  composed  his  ode  upon  the 
taking  of  Calais  by  the  duke  of  Guise,  his  epithalamium 
upon  the  marriage  of  Mary  queen  ot  Scots  to  the  Dauphin 
or  France,  and  part  of  bis  poem  upon  the  Sphere. 

In  the  year  1561,  he  returned  to  Scotland,  and  finding 
the  reformation  in  a  manner  established  there,  he  openly 
renounced  the  Romish  religion,  and  declared  himself  a 
Protestant,  but  attended  the  court  of  queen  Mary,  and 
even  superintended  her  studies.  In  1563  the  parliament 
appointed  him,  with  others,  to  inspect  the  revenues  of  the 
universities,  and  to  report  a  model  of  instruction.  '  He 
was  also  appointed  by  the  assembly  of  the  church,  to  re« 
vise  the  "  Book  of  Discipline."  In  lo64  the  queen  gave 
him  a  pension  of  five  hundred  pounds  Scotch,  which  has 
been,  not  very  reasonably,  made  the  foundation  of  a  charge 
of  ingratitude  against  him^  because  he  afterwards  could  not 
defend  the  queen's  conduct  with  respect  to  the  mur* 
der  of  her  husband,  and  her  subsequent  marriage  with 
Botbwell.  About  1566  he  was  made  principal  of  St.  Leo- 
nard's college,  in  the  university  of  St.  Andrew's,  where  he 
faught  philosophy  for  some  time ;  and  he  employed  his 
leisure  hours  in  collecting  all  his  poems,  such  of  them  ex-> 
eepted  as  were  in  the  hands  of  his  friends^  and  of  which 
he  had  no  copies.  In  1567,  on  account  of  his  uncommon 
abilities  and  learning,  he  was  appointed  moderator  of  the 
general  assembly  of  the  church  of  Scotland.  He  joiaed 
himself  to  the  party  that  acted  against  queen  Mary,  and 
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mppears  to  have  been  particalurly  connected  with  the  earl 
of  Murray,  who  had  been  educated  by  him,  and  for  whom 
he  had  a  great  regard.  He  attended  ihat  nobleman  to  the 
conference  at  York,  and  afterwards  at  Hampton  *court| 
being  nominated  one  of  the  assistants  to  the  commissioners 
who  were  sent  to  England  against  queen  Mary.  He  had 
been  previously  appointed,  in  an  assembly  of  the  Scottish 
nobility,  preceptor  to  the  young  king  James  VL^ 

During  bis  residence  in  England,  he  wrote  some  enco- 
miastic verses  in  honour  of  queen  Elizabeth,  and  several 
English  ladies  of  rank,  from  whom  be  received  presents. 
He  appears  to  have  been  very  ready  to  receive  favours  of 
that  kind;  an(l,  like  Erasmus,  nut  to  have  been  at  all 
backward  in  making  his  wants  known,  or  taking  proper 
measures  to  procure  occasional  benefactions  from  thegreftt. 
In  1571  he  published  his  <*  Detectio  Maris  Regince,"  ia. 
which  he  very  severely  arraigned  the  conduct  and  cha* 
racter  of  queen  Mary,  and  expressly  charged  her  with 
being  concerned  in  the  murder  of  her  husband  lord 
Darnly.  At  the  beginning  of  1570,  his  pupil,  the  earl 
of  Murray,  regent  of  Scotland,  was  assassinated,  which, 
Mackenzie  says,  *^  was  a  heavy  stroke  to  him,  for  he  loved 
him  as  his  own  life."  He  continued,  however,  to  be  in 
£svour  with  some  of  those  who  were  invested  with  power 
in  Scotland ;  for,  after  the  death  of  the  earl  of  Murray,  he 
was  appointed  one  of  the  lords  of  the  council,  and  lord 
privy  seal.  It  appears  also  that  he  had  a  pension  of  one 
hundred  pounds  a  year,  settled  on  him  by  queen  Eliza- 
beth. In  1579  he  published  bis  famous  treatise  ''  Oe  Jure 
Regni  apud  Scotos;"  which  he  dedicated  to  king  James^ 
In  15S2  he  published  at  Edinburgh,  his  <<  History  of  Scot- 
land," in  twenty  books,  on  which  he  bad  chiefly  em- 
ployed the  last  twelve  or  thirteen  years  of  his  life.     He 


*  It  appean  from  a  itory  related 
by  Mackeazie,  that  Buchanan  bad  not 
th«  most  profound  reverence  for  the 
rank  of  his  royal  pupil.  The  young 
king  being  one  day  at  play  with  his 
fellow  pupil,  the  master  of  Brskine,  the 
earl  of  Mar's  eldest  soo»  Buchanan, 
who  was  reading,  desired  them  to  make 
less  noise.  Finding  that  they  disre- 
larded  his  admonition,  he  told  his  ma- 
jesty, that  if  he  did  not  hokl  his  tongue, 
he  would  certainly  whip  him.  The 
ki^g  reptied,  he  should  be  glad  te  see 
who  w«u1d  Aeli  ik€  caU  alluding  to  the 


ftible.  Upon  this,  Buchanan  threw 
his  book  from  him  in  a  passion,  and 
gave  his  iniyesty  a  severe  whipping. 
The  old  countess  of  Mar,  who  was  hi 
an  adjoining  apartment,  hearing  the 
king  ory,  ran  to  him,  and  inquired 
what  was  the  matter.  He  told  her, 
that  the  master,  for  so  Bnchanan  w$m 
called,  had  whipped  him.  She  imm«* 
diately  asked  Buchanan  **  how  be  durst 
pot  his  hand  on  the  Lord's  anohited  ?'* 
His  reply  was,  *'  Madam,  I  have  whifl- 
ped  his  a—-*-,  yon  may  kias  it  if  yo« 
1.U 
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died  at  Edinburgh  the  same  year,  on  the  5th  of  Decembet, 
in  the  seventy-sixth  year  of  his  age.     Towards  the  close  of 
his  life,  he  had  sometimes  resided  at  Stirling.     It  is  said, 
that  when  he  was  upon  his  death-bed,  he  was  informed 
that  the  king  was  highly  incensed  against  him  for  writing 
his  book  "  De  Jure  Regni,"  and  his  "  History  of  Scot- 
land ;"  to  which  he  replied,  that  "  he  was  not  much  con- 
cerned about  that ;  for  he  was  shortly  going  to  a  place 
where  there  were  few  kings/'     We  are  also  told,  that  when 
he  was  dyings  he  called  for  his  servant,  whose  name  wai^ 
Young,  and  asked  him  how  much  money  he  had  of  his; 
and  finding  that  it  was  not  sufficient  to  defray  the  expences 
of  his  burial,  he  commanded  him  lo  distribute  it  amongst 
the  poor.     His  servant  thereupon  asked  him :  *^  Who  then 
would  be' at  the  charge  of  burying  him  ?*'     fiucbanan  re* 
<  plied,  ^^  That  he  was  very  indifferent  about  that ;  for  if 
he  were  once  dead,   if  they  would  not  bury  him,  they 
_  might  let  him  lie  where  he  was,  or  throw  his  corpse  where 
'  they  pleased.'*     Accordingly,  he  was  buried  at  the  ex- 
pence  of  the  city  of  Edinburgh.     Archbishop  Spotswood 
.  says  of  Buchanan,  that  ^'  in  his  old  age  he  applied  himself 
to  write  the  Scots  History,  which  he  renewed  with  sueh 
.  judgment  and  eloquence,  as  no  country  can  shew  a  better: 
only  in   this  he  is  justly  blamed,  that  he  sided  with  the 
.  factions  of  the  time,  and  to  justify  the  proceedings  of  the 
.noblemen  against  the  queen,  he  went  so  far  in  depressing 
^-the  royal  authority  or  princes,  and  allowing  their  controul- 
.  jment  by  subjects ;   his  bitterness  also  in  writing  of  the 
-queen,  and  of  the  times,  all  wise  men  have  disliked;  but 
otherwise  no  man  hath  merited  better  of  his  country  for 
learning,  nor  thereby  did  bring  to  it  more  glory.     He  was 
buried  in  the  common  burial-place,  though  worthy  to  have^ 
been  laid  in  marble,  and  to  have  had  some  statue  erected 
to  his  memory  ;  but  such  pompous  monuments  in  his  life 
he  was  wont  to  scorn  and  despise,  esteeming  it  a  greater 
credit,  as  it  was  said  of  the  Roman  Cato,  to  have  it  asked. 
Why  doth  he  lack  a  statue  ?  than  to  have  had  one,  though 
never  so  glorious,  erected." 

Mr.  Teissier  says,  that  "  it  cannot  be  denied  but  Bu- 
chanan was  a  man  of  admirable  eloquence,  of  rare  prudence, 
and  of  an  exquisite  judgment;  be  has  written  the  History 
of  Scotland  with  such  elegancy  and  politeness,  that  he 
surpasses  all  the  writers  of  bis  age ;  and  he  has  even  equalled 
the  ancients  themselves,  without  excepting  either  Sallust 
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or  Titus  Livius.  But  be  is  accused  by  some  of  being  an 
unfaithful  historian,  and  to  have  shewn  in  his  history  aa 
extreme  aversion  against  queen  Mary  Stuart;  but  his 
master-piece  is  his  Paraphrase  upon  tho' Psalms,  in  which 
he  outdid  the  most  famous  poets  amongst  the  French  and 
Italians/* 

^  Mr.  James  Crawford,  in  his  '^  History  of  the  House  of 
£ste/'  says,  ^^  Buchanan  not  only  excelled  all  that  went 
before  him  in  his  own  country,  but  scarce  had  hb  equal 
in  that  learned  age  in  which  he  lived.  He  spent  the  first 
flame  and  rage  of  his  fancy  in  poetry,  in  which  he  did 
imitate  Virgil  in  heroics,  Ovid  in  elegiacs,  Lucretius  in 
philosophy,  Seneca  in  tragedies,  Martial  in  epigrams,  Hb-* 
race  and  J  u venal  i^  satires.  He  copied  after  these  great  mas- 
ters so  perfectly,  that  nothing  ever  approached  nearer  the 
original  :  and  his  immortal  Paraphrase  on  the  Psalms  doth 
shew,  that  neither  the  cpnstraint  of  a  limited  matter,  the 
darkness  pf  expression,  nor  the  frequent  return  of  the 
same,  or  the  like  phrases,  could  confine  or  exhausft  that 
vast  genius.  At  last^  in  his  old  age,  when  his  thoughts 
were  puritied  by  long  reflection  and  business,  and  a  true 
judgment  came  in  the  ropm  of  one  of  the  richest  fancies 
that  ever  was,  he  wrote  ^  jlx  History  with  such  beauty  of 
style,  easiness  of  expression,  and  exactness  in  all  its  parts^ 
that  no  service  or  honour  could  have  been  done  the  nation 
like  it,  had  he  ended  so  noble  a  work  as  he  begun,  and 
carried  it  on  till  James  the  Fifth^s  death.  But  being  un* 
happily  engaged  in  a  faction,  and  resentment  working  vio- 
lently upon  him,  he  suffered  himself  to  be  so  strangely 
biassed,  that  in  the  relations  he  gives  of  many  of  the  tran- 
sactions of  his  own  time,  he  may  rather  pass  for  a  satirist 
than  an  historian." 

Burnet  says,  that  ^^  in  the  writings  of  Buchanan  there 
appears,  not  only  all  the  beauty  and  graces  of  the  Latin 
'tongue,  but  a  vigour  of  mind,  and  quickness  of  thought, 
far  beyond  Bembo,  or  the  other  Italians,  who  at  that  time 
affected  to  revive  the  purity  of  the  Roman  style.  It  was 
but  a  feeble  imitation  of  TuUy  in  them ;  but  his  style  is  so 
natural  and  nervous,  and  bis  reflections  on  things  are  sq 
solid  (besides  his  immortal  poems,  in  which  he  shews  how 
well  he  could  imitate  all  the  Roman  poets,  in  their  several 
ways  of  writing,  that  he  who  compares  them  will  be.oftei) 
tempted  to  prefer  the  qopy  tp  the  original)^  that  he  i^ 
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justly  reckoned  the*  greatest  and  best  of  our  moderit 
authors." 

.  The  celebrated  Tbuanus  observes,  that  "  Btichanan, 
being  old,  began  to  write  the  history  of  his  own  country ; 
and  although,  according  to  the  genius  of  his  nation,  he 
sometimes  inveighs  against  crowned  heads  with  severity, 
yet  that  work  is  written  with  so  much  purity,  spirit,  and 
judgment,  that  it  does  not  appear  to  be  the  production  of 
a  man  who  had  passed  all  his  days  in  the  dust  of  a  school, 
but  of  one  who  had  been  all  his  life*time  conversant  in 
the  most  important  affairs  of  state.  Such  was  the  great- 
ness of  his  mind,  and  the  felicity  of  his  genius,  that  the 
meanness  of  his  condition  and  fortune  has  not  hindered 
Buchanan  from  forming  just  sentiment*  of  things  of  the 
greatest  moment,  or  from  writing  concerning  them  with  a 
great  deal  of  judgment." 

Dr.  Robertson,  speaking  of  Bucbaiian^s  History  of  Scot- 
land, says,  that  "  if  his  accuracy  and  impartiality,hs|d  been, 
in  any  degree,  equal  to  the  elegance  of  his  taste,  and  to 
the  purity  and  vigour  of  his  style,  his  history  might  be 
placed  on  a  level  with  the  most  admired  compositions  of 
the  ancients.  But,  instead  of  rejecting  the  improbable 
tales  of  chronicle  writers,  he  wis  at  the  utmost  pains  to 
adorn  them;  and  hath  clothed  with  all  the  beauties  anci 
graces  of  fiction,  those  legends  which  formerly  had  only 
its  wildness  and  extravagance."  In  another  place,  the 
same  celebrated  historian  observes,  that  ^^  the  happy  genius 
of  Buchanan,  equally  formed  to  excel  in  prose  and  in 
verse,  more  various,  more  original,  and  more  elegant,  than 
that  of  almost  any  other  modern  who  writes  in  Latin,  re- 
jects, with  regard  i(3  this  particular,  the  greatest  lustre  on 
his  country," 

The  genius  and  erudition  of  Buchanan  have  procured 
him,  as  a  writer,  the  applause  even  of  his  enemies:  but^ 
as  a  man,  he  has  been  the  subject  of  the  most  virulent  in- 
vectives. Far  from  confining  themselves  to  truth,  they 
have  not  even  kept  within  the  bounds  of  probability ;  and 
some  of  the  calumnies  which  have  been  published  against 
him,,  related  by  Bayle,  are  calculated  only  to  excite  our 
risibility.  The  learned  John  Le  Clerc  has  very  ably  shewn, 
that  there  is  much  reason  to  conclude,  that  many  of  the 
severe  censures  which  have  been  thrown  out  against  Bn^ 
tbanan,  were  the  result  6f  ignorance,  of  prejudice,  and  cif 
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party  animosity.  That  he  was  himself  influenced  by  some 
degree  of  partiality  to  the  party  with  which  he  was  con- 
nected, that  he  was  sometimes  deceived  by  the  reports  of 
others,  and  that  in  the  earher  part  of  his  History,  his  zeal 
for  the  honour  of  his  country  has  led  him  into  some  misre- 
presentations, may  be  admitted  :  but  we  do  not  apprehend 
that  he  wilfully  and  intentionally  violated  the  truth,  or  that 
there  is  any  just  ground  for  questioning  his  integrity.  Le 
Clecc  observes,  tbat  as  to  the  share  which  Buchanan  had 
in  public  affairs,  it  appears  even  from  the  Memoirs  of  sir 
James  Melvil,  who  was  of  the  opposite  party,  that  **  he 
distinguished  himself  by  his  probity,  and  by  his  modera- 
tion.*' The  prejudices  of  many  writers  against  him  have 
been  very  great :  4ie  had  satirized  the  priests,  and  many 
of  them  therefore  were  his  most  inveterate  enemies ;  he 
was  generally  odious  to  the  bigotted  advocates  for  the  Ro- 
mish church,  and  to  the  partisans  of  Mary ;  and  his  free 
and  manly  spirit  rendered  him  extremely  disagreeable  to 
court  flatterers  and  parasites,  and  the  defenders  of  tyranny. 
His  dialogue  ^^  De  Jure  Regni,*'  which  certainly  contains 
some  ot  the  best  and  most  rational  principles  of  govern*, 
nienc,  whatever  may  be  thought  of  some  particular  senti- 
ments, anl  which  displays  uncommon  acuteness  and  ex- 
tent of  knowledge,  ha3  been  one  source  of  the  illiberal 
abuse  that  has  been  thrown  out  against  him.  But  it  is  a 
performance  'that  really  does  him  great  honour ;  and  the 
rather,  because  it  was  calculated  to  enforce  sound  maxims 
of  civil  policy,  in  an  age  in  which  they  were  generally 
little  understood.  Some  farther  testimonies  ot  authors 
concerni^ig  him  may  be  found  in  our  references. 

Dr.  Lettice  concludes  a  well-written  life  of  him  by  re- 
marking, that  Buchanan,  with  regard  to  his  person,  is  said 
to  have  been  slovenly,  inattentive  to  dress,  and  almost  to 
have  bordered  upon  rusticity  in  his  manners  and  appear- 
ance. The  character  of  bis  countenance  was  manly  but 
austere,  and  the  portraits  remaining  of  him  bear  testimony 
to  this  observation.  But  he  was  highly  polished  in  his^ 
language  and  style  of  conversation^  which  was  generally 
much  seasoned  with  wit  and  humour.  On  every,  subj.ect 
he  possessed  a  peculiar  facility  of  illustration  by  lively 
anecdotes  and  short  moral  examples ;  and  when  his  know- 
ledge and  recollection  failed  in  suggesting  these,  his  in- 
vention immediately  supplied  him.  He  has  be^  too  justly 
reproached  with  instances  of  revenge^  and  forgetfulness  of 
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obligations.  The^e  seem  not,  however,  to  have  been  cba" 
racteristic  qualities,  but  occasional  failures  of  his  nobler 
nature,  and  arising  from  too  violent  an  attachment  to 
party,  and  an  affection  too  partial  towards  individuals.  To 
the  same  source,  perhaps,  may  be  traced  that  easiness  of 
belief  to  which  he  is  found  too  frequently  to  resign  his  bet- 
ter judgment.  His  freedom  from  anxieties  relative  to  for- 
tune, and  indifference  to  outward  and  accidental  circum-r 
stances,  gained  him,  with  some,  the  reputation  of  a  Stoic 
philosopher ;  but  as  a  state  of  mind  undisturbed  by  the 
vicissitudes  of  life,  and  a  disposition  to  leave  the  morrow 
to  take  care  of  itself,  are  enjoined  'by  one  far  better  than 
Zeno,  let  us  not  forget  that  Buchanan  is  affirmed  moreover 
to  have  been  religious  and  devout,  nor  unjustly  place  so 
illustrious  a  figure  in  the  niche  of  an  Athenian  portico^ 
which  claims  no  inferior  station  in  the  Christian  temple* ' 

BUCHOLTZER,orBUCHOLCER  (Abraham),  usual- 
ly ranked  among  the  German  reformers,  was  born  Sept. 
28,  1529,  at  Schonaw  near  Wittemberg,  at  which  univer- 
sity be  was  educated,  and  where  he  contracted  an  acquain- 
tance with  Melancthon,  and  while  he  was  studying  the 
scriptures  in  their  original  languages,  imbibed  the  prin- 
ciples of  the  reformation.  In  1555  he  went  into  Silesia, 
where  the  senate  of  Grunbergue  invited  him  to  superin- 
tend a  school  newly  erected  in  that  city.  This  offer,  by 
Melancthon^s  advice,  he  accepted  in  the  follo^ying  year, 
and  raised  the  school  to  a  very  high  degree  of  reputation. 
Melancthon  had  so  good  aii  opinion  of  him  as  to  declare 
that  no  young  man  could  be  supposed  unfit  for  a  univer- 
sity, who  had  been  educated  under  Bucholtzer.  Nor  was 
b^  less  celebrated  as  a  preacher ;  and  upon  account  of  bis 
services  in  promoting  the  reformation,  enjoyed  the  favour 
^nd  patronage  of  Catherine,  widow  of  Henry  duke  of 
Brunswick,  Ernest  prince  of  Anhalt,  and  other  persons  of 
rank.  He  died  at  BVeistad  in  Silesia,  Oct.  14,  1584.  He 
Composed  a  chronology  from  the  beginning  of  the  world  to 
the  year  1580,  under  the  title  of  '*  Isagoge  chronologica,'' 
which  was  often  reprinted.' 

'  Biog.  Br'rt.-^Chalmers's  Life  of  Rucldiman  passim,  but  especiaUy  from  p. 
910.<— >Hame,  Robertson,  and  Stuart's  Histories,  as  far  as  respect  quec*!!  Mary. 
— Laiog's  History  of  Scotland,  and  an  elaborate  review  of  it  in  the  Britiah  Critic* 
—Mackenzie's  Scotch  writers,  vol.  HI.  &c.  &c. 

•  •  Melchior  Adam  in  vitis  Thewlog. — Frehcri  Thcatmm, — Poller's  Abel  Redi- 
▼iTusrr-Moien«»— Vowiiit  de   6^tent.    Mi^heinat. — Blount's    C«i»iira.-^SaMil 
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BUCK  (Samuel)  was  an  ingenious  English  engraver^ 
who,  assisted  by  his  brother  Nathaniel,  drew  and  engraved 
a  large  number  of  plates  of  various  sizes,  consisting  of 
views  of  churches,  monasteries,  abbies,  castles,  and  other 
ruins:  They  executed  also  views  of  the  principal  cities 
and  towns  in  England  and  Wales,  and  among  them  a  very 
large  one  of  the  cities  of  London  and  Westminster.  They 
are  all  done  in  the  same  style,  the  back-grounds  being 
slightly  etched,  and  the  buildings  finished  with  the  graver^ 
in  a  stiff  manner.  Their  drawings,  especially  those  of  the 
ruins,  &c.  appear  to  have  been  too  hastily  made,  and  are 
frequently  inaccurate ;  but,  in  many  instances,  they  are 
the  only  views  we  have  of  the  places  represented;  and  in 
£ome,  the  only  views  we  can  have,  as  several  of  the  ruins 
engraved  by  them,  have  since  that  time  been  totally  de- 
stroyed. Their  prints  amount  in  the  whole  co  about  500, 
and  still  bear  a  great  price.  Samuel  Buck  died  at  his 
apartments  in  the  Temple,  in  the  eighty-^fifth  year  of  his 
age,  August  n79.  A  few  months  before  his  death  a  libe* 
ral  subscription  was  raised  for  his  support.  His  brother 
^had  been  dead  many  years  before.  ^ 

BUCKERIDGE  (John),  an  eminent  English  prelate, 
was  the  son  of  William  Buckertdge,  by  Elizabeth  his  wife, 
daughter  of  Thomas  Keblewhyte  of  Basilden  in  Berks,  son 
Y>f  John  Keblewhyte,  uncle  to  sir  Thomas  White,  founder 
of  St  John's  college,  Oxford.  He  was  educated  in  Mer*- 
chatit  Taylors'  school,  and  thence  sent  to  St.  John's  col- 
lege, Oxon,  in  1578,  where  he  was  chosen  fellow,  and  pro* 
ceeded,  through  other  degrees,  to  D.  D.  in  the  latter  end 
of  1596.  After  leaving  the  university,  he  became  chap- 
lain to  Robert  earl  of  Essex,  and  was  rector  of  North  Fam- 
bndgein  Essex,  andof  NorthKilworthin  Leicestershire,  and 
was  afterwards  one  of  archbishop  Whitgift's  chaplains,  and 
made  prebendary  of  Hereford,  and  of  Rochester.  In  1604, 
he  was  preferred  to  the  archdeaconry  of  Northampton; 
«nd  the  same  year,  Nov.  5,  was  presented  by  king  Jamea 
to  the  vicarage  of  St.  Giles's,  Cripplegate,  in  which  he 
succeeded  Dr.  Andrews,  then  made  bishop  of  Chichester. 
About  the  same  time  he  was  chaplain  to  the  king;  was  « 
elected  president  of  St.  John's  college,  1605,  and  installed 
canon  of  Windsor,  April  15,  1606.  His  eminent  abilities 
in  the  pulpit  were  greatly  esteemed  at  court;  insomuch 

*  Strutt.— Oeat.  Maj.  1779,  p.  67,  424— NichoU's  Bowyer. 
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that  be  was  chosea  to  be  one  of  the  four  (Dr.  Audretrs, 
bubop  of  Cbicbestefy  Dr.  Bariow  of  Rochester,  and  Dr. 
John  King)  dean  of  Christ-churchy  Oxford,  being  the 
other  three)  who  were  appointed  to  preach  before  the  king 
at  Hampton-court  in  September  1606,  iu  order  to  bring 
the  two  Melvins  and  other  presbyterians  of  Scotland  to  a 
right  understanding  of  the  church  of  England.  He  took 
bis  text  out  of  Romans  xiii.  1.  and  managed  the  discourse 
(as  archbishop  Spotswood,  who  was  present,  relates),  both 
soundly  ar>d  learnedly,  to  the  satisfaction  of  all  the  hearers, 
only  it  grieved  the  Scotch  ministers  to  hear  the  pope  and 
presbytery  so  often  equalled  in  their  opposition  to  sove* 
reign  princes. 

In  the  year  1611  he  was  promot;ed  to  the  see  of  Roches^ 
ler,  to  which  he  was  consecrated  June  9.  Afterwards,  by 
the  interest  of  his  sometime  pupil,  Dr.  Laud,  then  bishop 
€>i  Bath  and  Wells,  he  was  translated  to  Ely  in  1628; 
where,  having  sat  a  little  more  than  three  years,  he  died 
May  23,  1631,  and  on  the  31st  was  buried  in  the  parish 
church  of  Bromley  in  Kent,  without  any  memorial,  al- 
though he  appears  to  have  been  a  very  pious,  learned,  and 
worthy  bishop,  and  had  been  a  benefactor  to  the  parish. 
His  works  are  ^^  De  Potestate  Papse  in  rebus  temporalibuy, 
sive  in  regibus  deponendis  usurpata :  adversus  Rbbertnib 
Cardinalem  Bellarminum,  lib.  II.  In  quibus  respondetur 
authoribus,  scripturis,  rationibus,  exempiis  contra  GuL  Bar* 
claium  allatis,''  Lon.  1614,  4to.  He  pubUshed  also  ^'A 
Discourse  on  Kneeling  at  the  Communion,^'  and  some  oc* 
casional  sermons,  of  which  a  list  may  be  seen  in  Wood.  ^ 

BUCKHURST.     See  SACK VILLE. 

BUCKLAND  (Ralpb),  a  popish  divine  of  some  note, 
was  born  at  West  Harptre,  the  seat  of  an  ancient  family 
of  his  name  in  Somersetshire,  about  1564.  In  1579,  be 
was  admitted  commoner  in  Magdalen  college,  Oxford,  aad 
afterwards  passed  some  years  in  one  of  the  inns  of  court. 
Having  at  last  embraced  the  popish  religion,  he  spent  te* 
ven  years  in  Doway  college,  and  being  ordained  priest, 
returned  to  England,  acted  as  a  missionary  for  about  twenty 
years,  and  died  in  1611.  He  published,  1.  A  traoslatkm 
of  the  **  Lives  of  the  Saints*'  from  Surius.  2.  "  A  Per* 
suasive  against  frequenting  Protestant  Churches,^'  12mo. 

1  Ath.  Ox.  vol.  I.-^Bentbam'8  E?y^ — Spotswood's  Hist,  p.-  497,  wbere  he  it 
termed  bishop  of  Rochester,  which  Beotham  says  he  was  not  until  1611.— 
Lodge's  lUustrations,  vol.  111.  311. 
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:^«  ^^  Seveo  sparks  of  the  enkindled  ilame,  with  four  lamen- 
tations)  composed  in  the  bard  times  of  queen  Elizabeth,'* 
-  J2xno.  From  this  book^  archbishop  Usher,  in  a  sermon 
preached  in  1640,  on  Nov.  5,  produced  some  passages 
Anting  at  the  gua-*powder  plot  The  passages  are  not, 
perhaps^  very  clearly  in  point,  nor  can  we  suppose  any 
person  privy  to  the  design  fool  enough  at  the  same  time  to 
give  warniiig  of  it.  Thi$  Buckland  also  wrote. "  De  Per- 
aecutione  Vandalica,''  a  translation  frotn  the  Latin  of  Vic- 
tor, bishop. of  Biserte,  or  Utica.^ 

BUCKLER.  (Benjamin),  D.  D.  a  learned  and  ingenious 
English  clergyman  and  antiquary,  was  born  in  1716,  and 
educated  at  Oriel  college,  Oxford,  where  he  took  his  mas* 
ter's  degree  in  1739.  He  was  afterwards  elected  a  fellow 
of  All-Souls  college,  where  he  proceeded  B.  D.  in  1755, 
and  D.  D.  in  1759.  In  1755  he  was  presented  to  the  vi- 
carage of  Cumner  in  Berkshire,  by  the  earl  of  Abingdon. 
He  was  also  rector  of  Frilsham  in  the  same  county.  He 
died  and  was  buried  at  Cumner,  Dec.  24,  1780,  being  at 
that  time  likewise  keeper  of  the  archives  in  the  university 
of  Oxford,  to  which  office  he  was  elected  in  1777.  His 
talents  would  in  all  probability  have  advanced  him  to 
higher  stations,  had  they  been  less  under  the  influence  of 
those  honest  principles,  which,  although  they  greatly  dig- 
^nify  a  character,  are  not  always  of  use  on  the  road  to  pre- 
ferment In  truth,  says  the  author  of  his  epitaph  *,  be 
.preserved  his  integrity  chaste  and  pure :  he  thought  li<- 
berally,  and  spoke  openly ;  a  mean  action  was  his  con- 
tempt* He  possessed  not  great  riches,  secular  honours, 
or  court  favours ;  but  he  enjoyed  blessings  of  a  much 
higher  estimation,  a  competency,  a  sound  mind,  an  honest 
hearty  a  good  conscience,  and  a  faith  unshaken. 

Dr.  Buckler,  who  was  an  able  antiquary,  assisted  his 
friend  and  contemporary,  Mr.  Justice  Blackstoue,  in  his 
researches  respecting  the  right  of  fellowships,  &c.  in  All- 
Souls  college,  and  drew  up  that  valuable  work,  the  ^'  Stem*- 
mata  Chicheleana ;  or,  a  genealogical  account  of  some  of 
the  families  derived  from  Thomas  Chichele,  of  Higham* 
ferrers,  in  the  county  of  Northampton;  all  whose  de- 

I  Ath.  Ox.  I.— Dodd's  Oh.  Hist.  vol.  11. 

^  Bjr  a«tni)ge  mittakt,  Uiif  epitaph  that  Dr.  Buckler  had  an  opportunity  of 

|i  said  (Gent.  Mag.  1792,  p.  824.)  to  contributing  to  the  erection  of  bis  sta* 

have  been  written  by  Mr.  Justice  Black-  tttO  in  All-Souls  college. 
mouB,  #ho  had  then  betn  doad  so  long 
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scendants  are  held  to  be  entitled  to  fellowships  in  AU*Souts 
college,  Oxford,  by  virtue  of  their  consanguinity  to  arch- 
bishop Chichele,  the  founder/*  Oxford,  1765,  4to.  The 
college  having  afterwards  purchased,  at  Mr.  Anstis^s  sai^, 
many  large  MS  volumes  by  him,  relating  to  the.  history 
and  constitution  of  ihis  college,  and  the  case  of  founder's 
kindred.  Dr.  Buckler  published  ^^  A  Supplement  to  the 
Stemmata,'*  Oxford,  1775,  and  afterwards  went  oti  con-- 
tinning  it,  as  information  offered  itself,  but  no  more  has 
been  published.  We  find  him  also  as  one  of  the  proctors, 
signing  his  name  to  a  pamphlet,  which  he  probably  wrote, 
entitled  <*  A  reply  to  Dr.  Huddesford's  observations  relat7 
ing  to  the  delegates  of  the  press,  with  a  narrative  of  the 
proceedings  of  the  proctors  with  regard  to  their  nomination 
of  a  delegate,'*  Oxford,  1756,  4to.  In  ^his  it  is  the  ob- 
ject to  prove,  against  Dr.  Hud^esford,  that  the  right  of 
nominating  such  delegates  is  in  the  proctors  absolutely^ 
and  that  the  vice-chancellor  has  not  a  negative. 

Long  before  this,  Dr.  Buckler  afforded  a  pro^f  of  ex^ 
cellent  humour.  Mr.  Pointer  having  in  his  account  of  the 
antiquities  of  Oxford,  a  superficial  and  incorrect  work^ 
degraded  the  famous  mallard  of  AU-Soals  into  a  goose, 
Buckler  published,  but  without  his  name,  **  A  complete 
vindication  of  the  Mallard  of  All-Souls  college  against  the 
injurious  suggestions  of  the  rev.  Mr.  Pointer,*'  Lond.  1750, 
8vo,  and  a  second  edition,  1751.  This  produced  another 
exquisite  piece  of  humour,  entitled  *^  Proposals  for  print* 
ing  by  subscription,  the  History  of  the  Mallardians«"  This 
was  to  have  been  executed  in  three  parts,  the  contents  of 
which  will  give  the  reader  some  idea  of  Mr.  Bilson's  hu- 
mour, and  that  of  Rowe  Mores,  who  assisted  him  in  drawing 
up  the  proposals,  and  bore  the  expence  of  some  engravings 
which  accompany  it.  **  Part  I.  Of  the  origin  of  the  Mai* 
lardians.  Of  the  foundation  of  the  house  of  Mallardians. 
The  intent  of  that  foundation,  and  how  far  it  has  been 
answered.  Of  the  affinity  between  the  Mallardians  and 
the  order  of  the  Thelemites.  Of  the  library  of  the  MaU 
lardians ;  and  of  the  cat  that  was  starved  to  death  in  it 
Part  II.  Of  the  manners  of  the  Mallardians.  Of  their  co-* 
messations,  compotations,  ingurgitations,  and  other  enor- 
mities, fi:pm  their  first  settlement  till  their  visitation  by 
archbishop  Cranmer.  Part  III.  The  subject  of  the  second 
part  continued  from  the  death  of  archbishop  Cranmer  to 
the  dissolution  of  Bradgate-Hall,  alias  les  Tunnys,.  {i  e^ 
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the  Three  Tuns  Tavern).  +0  the  whole  will  be  added,  a 
full  account  of  the  drinua)  festival  of  the  Mallardians.  Of 
the  adventures  common  at  this  festival.  Of  the  presidents, 
or  lords  of  this  festival,  with  their  characters  drawn  at 
length.  Of  the  Swopping-Song  of  the  Mallardians,'  with 
annotations  on  the  same.  Of  the  progress  of  the  Mallard 
dians  to  Long  Crendon,  and  of  their  demeanour  to  Da-* 
mosels.  And,  lastly,  a  true  history  oif  their  doughty  cham-^ 
pion  Pentrapolin  a  Calamo,  usually  styled  by  way  of  emi- 
nence^  The  Buckler  of  the  Mallardians."— Dr.  Buckler 
published  also  two  occasional  sermons  in  1759.* 

BUCQUET  (John  Baptistt  Michkl),  an  eminent  French 
physicijan,  censor  royal,  doctor-regent  and  professor  of 
chemistry  in  the  faculty  of  medicine  at  Paris,  an  adjunct 
of  the  academy  of  sciences,  and  an  ordinary  associate  of 
the  royal  medical  society,  was  born  at  Paris,  Feb.  18,  1746. 
His  father  intended  him  for  the  bar,  but  his  inclination 
soon  led  him  fco  relinquish  that  profession  for  the  study  of 
the  various  sciences  connected  with  medicine,  in  all  which 
he  made  great  proficiency,  and  gave  lectures  on  mine- 
ralogy and  chemistry.  His  plan  and  familiar  mode  of 
teaching  soon'  procured  him  numerous  pupils,  and  connect- 
ing himself  with  Lavoisier  and  other  eminent  chemists,  he 
instituted  a  variety  of  experiments  which,  while  they  pro- 
cured him  the  notice  and  honours  of  his  profession,  much 
impaired  his  health,  and  at  a  very  early  age,  he  was  so  de- 
bilitated in  body  and  mind,  as  to  require  the  use  of  stimu- 
lants to  excite  a  momentary  vigour ;  he  is  even  said  to 
have  taken  one  hundred  grains  of  opium  in  a  day.  By 
these  means  he  was  enabled  to  protract  his  existence  until 
Jan,  24,  1780,  when  he  died  completely  exhausted,  al- 
though only  in  his  thirty- fourth  year.  Except  his  papers 
in  the  literary  journals,  we  know  of  only  one  publication 
of  Bucquet's,  **  Introduction  a  I'etude  des  corps  naturels, 
tir6s  du  regne  vegetal,"  1773,  2  vols.  12mo.  This  was 
intended  for  the  use  of  his  pupils. ' 

BUDDEUS  (John  Francis),  a  celebrated  Lutheran  di-* 
vine,  wasborn  June  25,  1667,  at  Anclam,  a  town  in  Po- 
merania,  where  his  father  was  a  clergyman,  who  bestowed 
great  pains  on  his  education,  with  a  view  to  the  san^e  pro- 
fession.    Before  he  went  to  tbe  university,  he  was  taught 

1  Cough's  Topography,  vol.  II.— Gent.  Mag.  1*792,  p.  224,  &c.-«'Nichob'» 
Bowyer. 
'  •  Eloges  dei  Academiciens,  yfoU  II.  1799. — Diet  Hist. 
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Greek  and  Latin,  Hebrevir,  Chaldaic,  and  Syriac^  and  bad  se* 
veral  times  read  the  scriptures  in  their  original  tongues.  In. 
1685,  at  the  age  of  eighteen,  he  was  sent  to  Wittemberg, 
where  he  studied  history,  oriental  learning,  and  the  canon 
law,  under  the  ablest  professors,  and  with  a  success  pro- 
portioned to  the  stock  of  knowledge  he  had  previously  ac- 
cumulated.    In  1687  he  received  the  degree  of  M.  A.  and 
printed  on  that  occasion  his  thesis  on  the  symbols  of  the 
Eucharist.     In  168&be  was  assistant  professor  of  philo- 
sophy ;  and  some  time  after,  having  removed  to  Jena,  gave 
lessons  to  the  students  there  with  the  approbation  and  es-  . 
teem  of  the  professors.     In  1692  he  was  invited  to  Co- 
bpurg,  as  professor  of  Greek  and  Latin.     In  1693,  when 
Frederick,  elector  of  Braudenburgh,    afterwards  king  of 
Prussia,  founded  the  university  of  Halle,    Buddeus  was  . 
appointed  professor  of  moral  and  political  philosophy,  and  . 
after  filling  that  office  for  about  twelve  years,  he  was  re-  . 
called  to  Jena  in  1705,  to  be  professor  of  theology.     The  . 
king  of  Prussia  parted  with  him  very  reluctantly  on  this  , 
occasion,  but  Buddeus  conceived  his  new  office  so  much 
better  calculated  for  his  talents  and  inclination,  that  he. , 
retained  it  for  the  remainder  of  his  life,  refusing  many 
advantageous  offers  in  other  universities  :  and  the  dukes  of 
Saxony  of  the  Ernestine  branch,  to  whom  the  university 
of  Jena  belongs,  looking  upon  Buddeus  as  its  greatest  or- 
nament, procured  him  every  comfort,  and  bestowed  their 
confidence  on  him  in  the  case  of  various  important  affairs. 
In  1714,  he  was  made  ecclesiastical  counsellor  to  the  duke 
of  Hildburghausen  ;  and  afterwards  was  appointed  inspec- 
tor of  the  students  of  Gotha  and  Altenburgh  ;  assessor  of 
the  Concilium  arctiuSf  which  had  the  care  of  the  university 
of  Jena ;  and  he  was  several  times  pro-rector,  the  dukes 
of  Saxony  always  reserving  to  themselves  the  rectorate  of 
that  university.     Under  his  care  the  university  flourished 
in  an  uncommon  degree,  and  being  an  enemy  to  the  scho- 
lastic mode  of  teaching,  he  introduced  that  more  rational 
and  philosophical  system  which  leads  to  useful  knowledge. 
Amidst  all  these  employments,  he  was  a  frequent  and  po- 
pular preacher,  carried  on  an  extensive  correspondence 
with  the  learned  men  of  his  time,  and  yet  found  leisure  for 
the  composition  of  his  numerous  works.    He  died  Nov.  19, 
1729.     A  very  long  list  oJ^his  works  is  given  in  our  autho- 
rity ;  the  principal  are :   1.  "  Eleraenta  Philosophise  prac- 
Uc«?,  instrumentalis  et  tfaeoreticge,"  3  vols.  8ra     2,  ^<  In« 
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»trtation6s  Theologise  *Moralis,"  1711,  4ta,  often  reprinted. 
3,  <*  Historia  Ecclesiastica  Veteris  Testamenti,'*  1715, 
1718,  2  vols,  4to.^  4.  "  Institutiones  Theological,  Dog- 
tnaticse,  variis  observatiotiibus  illustratae,"  1723,  S  vols.  4to; 
5.  "Miscellanea  Sacra,'*  1727,  3  vols.  4to.  6.  "The 
Great  German  Historical  Dictionary,"  2  vols,  folio,  and 
often  reprinted,  was  principally  drawn  up  by  our  author, 
and  published  with  his  name.  ^ 

BUDEUS,  or  BUDE'  (William),  an  eminent  scholar 
and  critic,  the  descendant  of  an  ancient  and  illustrious 
family  in  France,  lord  of  Marli-la-ville,  king's  counsellor, 
and  master  of  requests,  was  born  at  Paris  in  1467.  He 
was  the  second  son  of  John  Bude,  lord  of  Yere  and  Villiers, 
secretary  to  the  king,  and  one  of  the  grand  officers  of  the 
French  chancery.  In  his  infancy  he  was  provided  with 
masters ;  but  such  was  the  low  state  of  Parisian  education 
at  that  time,  that  when  sent  to  the  university  of  Orleans  to 
study  law,  he  remained  there  for  three  years,  without 
making  any  progress,  for  want  of  a  proper  knowledge  of 
the  Latin  language.  Accordingly,  on  his  return  home,  his 
parents  had  the  mortification  to  discover  that  he  was  as 
ignorant  as  when  he  went,  disgusted  with  study  of  any 
kind,  and  obstinately  bent  to  pass  bis  time  amidst  the 
gaieties  and  pleasures  of  youth,  a  course  which  his  fortune 
enabled  him  to  pursue.  But  after  he  had  indulged  this 
humour  for  some  time,  an  ardent  passion  for  study  seized 
him,  and  became  irresistible.  He  inunediately  disposed 
of  his  horses,  dogs,  &c.  with  which  he  followed  the  chace, 
applied  himself  to  study^  and  in  a  short  time  made  very 
considerable  progress,  although  he  had  no  masters,  nor 
either  instruction  or  example  in  his  new  pursuit.  He  be* 
c^me,  in  particular,  an  excellent  Latin  scholar,  and  although 
his  style  is  not  so  pure  or  polished  as  that  of  those  who 
formed  themselves  in  early  life  on  the  best  models,  it  is 
far  from  being  deficient  in  fluency  or  elegance.  His  know-i 
ledge  of  the  Greek  was  so  great  that  John  de  Lascaris,  the 
most  learned  Grecian  of  his  time,  declared  that  Bud6  might 
be  compared  with  the  first  orators  of  ancient  Athens^  This 
language  is  perhaps  complimentary,  but  it  cannot  be  de- 
nied that  his  knowledge  of  Greek  was  very  extraordinary, 
considering  how  little  help  he  derived  from  instructions. 
He,  indeed,  employed  at  a  large  salaryt«one  Hermonymus, 

^  Bibli«thequ«  Geimaniqae,  toI.  XXIl.— Chattfepie  Diot— Saxii  Onomast 
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but  soon  found  that  he  was  very  superficial,  and  had  ac-* 
quired  the  reputation  of>a  Greek  scholar  merely  from 
knowing  a  little  more  than  the  French  literati,  who  at  that 
time  knew  nothing.     Hence  Bud6  used  to  call  himself  ovlo- 
fM^  &  c4^ifAeA%,  i.  €.  self-taught  and  late  taught.   The  work 
by  which  he  gained  most  reputation,  and  published  under 
the  title  "  De  Asse,"'was  one  of  the  first  efforts  to  clear  up 
the  difficulties  relating  to  the  coins  and  meacsures  of  the 
ancients;  and  although  an  Italian,  Leonardus  Fortius,  pre- 
tended to  claim  some  of  his  discoveries,  Bud6  vindicated 
his  right  to  them  with  spirit  and  success.     Previously  to 
this  he  had  printed  a  translation  of  some  pieces  of  Plutarch, 
and   "  Notes  upon  the  Pandects."      His    fame  having 
reached  the  court,  he  was  invited  to  it,  but  was  at  first 
rather  reluctant.     He  appears  to  have  been  one  of  those 
who  foresaw  the  advantages  of  a  diffusion  of  learning,  and 
at  the  same  time  perceived  an  unwillingness  in  the  court 
to  entertain  it,  lest  it  shquld  administer  to  the  introduction 
of  what  was  called  heresy.     Charles  VIII.  was  the  first 
who  invited  him  to  court,  but  died  soon  after :  bis  suc- 
cessor Louis  XII.  employed  him   twice  on  embassies  to 
Italy,  and  made  him  his  secretary.     This  favour  continued 
in  the  reign  of  Francis  I.  who  sent  for  Bude  to  court  when 
it  was  held  at  Ardres  at  the  interview  of  that  monarch  with 
Henry  YIII.  the  king  of  England.     From  this  time  Francis 
paid  him  much  attention,  appointed  him  his  librarian,  and 
master  pf  the  requests,  while  the  Parisians  elected  him 
provost  of  the  merchants.    Thi^  political  influence  he  em- 
ployed in  promoting  the  interests  of  literature,  and  sug- 
gested to  Francis  I.  the  design  of  establishing  professor- 
ships for  languages  and  the  sciences  at  Paris.     The  ex- 
cessive heats  of  the  year  1S40  obliging  the  king  to  take  a 
journey  to  the  coast  of  Normandy,  Bud6  accompanied  his 
majesty,  but  unfortunately  was  seized  with  a  fever,  which 
carried  him  off  Aug.  23,  1540,  at  Paris.     His  funeral  was 
private,  and  at  night,  by  his  own  desire. .  This  circum- 
stance created  a  suspicion  that  he  died  in  the  reformed  re- 
ligion ;  but  of  this  there  is  no  direct  proof,  and  although 
he  occasionally  made  free  with  the  court  of  Rome  and  the 
corruptions  of  the  clergy  in  his  works,  yet  in  them  like- 
wise he  wrote  with  equal  asperity  of  the  reformers.     Eras- 
mus called  him  p(fHtntumsGalliiey  the  prodigy  of  France. 
There  was  a  close  connection  between  these  two  great 
men.    *^  Their  letters,"  says  the  late  Dr.  Jortin,  "  thougb 
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full  of  compliments  and  civilities,  are  also  full  of  little 
bickerings  and  contests  :  which  shew  that  tbeii^  friendship 
was  not  entirely  free  from  some  small  degree  of  jealousy 
and  envy;  especially  on  the  side  of  Bud6,  who  yet  in 
other  respects  was  an  excellent  person."  It  is  not  easy 
to  determine  on  which  side  the  jealousy  lay ;  perhaps  it 
was  pn  both.  Bud6  might  envy  Erasmus  for  his  superior 
taste  and  wit,  as  well  as  his  more  extenave  learning;  and 
perhaps  Erasmus  might  envy  Bud6  for  a  superior  know*- 
ledge  of  the  Greek  tongue,  which  was  generally  ascribed 
to  him. 

fiud6  was  a  student  of  incessant  application,  and  when 
we  consider  him  as  beginning  bis  studies  late,  and  being 
afterwards  involved  in  public  business,  and  the  cares  of  a 
numerous  family,  it  becomes  astonishing  that  he   found 
leisure  for  the  works  he  gave  to  the  public.     He  appears 
in  general  to  have  been  taken  with  the  utmost  reluctance 
from  his  studies.     He  evisn  complains  in  the  preface  to  his 
book  "  De  Asse,"  that  he  had  not  more  than  six  hoiii^ 
study  on  his  wedding-day.     He  married,  however,  a  lady 
who  assisted  him  in  his  library,  reaching  him  what  books 
he  requested,  &nd  looking  out  particular  passages  which  h^ 
might  want.     In  one  of  his  letters  he  represents  himself  as 
married,  ta  two  wives,  by  one  of  whom  he  had  sons  and 
daughters;  and  by  the  other  named  Philologia^  he  had 
books,  which  contributed  to  the  maintenance  of  his  natu- 
ral issue.     In  another  he  remarks  that,  for  the  first  twelve 
years  of  his  marriage,  he  had  produced  more  children  than 
books,  but  hopes  soon  to  bring  his  publications  on  a  par 
with  his  children.     It  is  of  him  a  story  is  told,  which,  if 
we  mistake  not,  has  been  applied  to  another :  One  day  a 
servant  entered  his  study,  in  a  great  fright,  and  exclaimed 
that  the  house  was  on  fire.   Budi  said  calmly,"  Why  don't 
you  inform  your  mistress  ?  you  know  1  never  concern  my- 
self about  the  house  I" — What  affords  somq  probability 
that  Bud^  had  imbibed  the  sentiments  of  the  reformers  in 
his  latter  days,  is  the  circumstance  of  his  widow  retiring  to 
Geneva,  with  some  of  her  family,  and  makmg  an  open 
profession  of  the  protesjtant  religion.     It  appears  by  the 
collections  in  Baillet,  Blount,  and  Jortin  in  his  "  Life  of 
Erasmus,"  that  the  eulogies  which  Bod6  received  from  the 
learned  men  of  his  time  are  exceedingly  numerous.     His 
works  were  printed  at  Basil  in  1557,.  4  vols,  folio.     The^ 
most  important  of  them  is  bis  "  Commeutarii  Gr^csD  Lin«* 
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gu8B,"  wbich   is  still  highly  valued  by  Greek   scholars. 
The  best  edition  is  that  ot  Basil,  i  556^  fol. ' 

BUDDEN  (John),  a  civilian  of  Oxford,  the  son  of  John 
JBudden  of  Canford,  in  Dorsetshire,  was  born '  in  that 
county  in  1566,  and  entered  Merton  college  in  1582,  but 
was  admitted  scholar  of  Trinity  college  in  May  of  the  fol- 
lowing year,  where  he  took  his  bachelor's  degree.  He 
was  soon  after  removed  to  Gloucester  hall,  where  he  took 
bis  master's  degree,  but  chiefly  studied  civil  law.  He  was 
at  length  made  philosophy  reader  of  Magdalen  college, 
and  took  his  bachelor  and  doctor's 'degrees  in  civil  law  in 
i602«  In  1609  he  was  made  principal  of  New-inn,  and 
soon  after  king's  professor  of  civil  law,  and  principal  of 
Broadgate's  hsd],  where  he  died  June  11,  1620,  and  was 
buried  in  the  chancel  of  St  Aldate's  church.  Wood  says 
he  was  a  person  of  great  eloquence,  an  excellent  rheto'-* 
rician,  philosopher^  and « civilian.  He  wrote  the  lives  of 
"  William  of  Wainflete,"  founder  of  Magdalen  college,  in 
Latin,  Oxon,  1602,  4to,  reprinted  in  '<  Batesii  Vitas;'*  and 
of  ^^  Archbishop  Morton,"  London,  1607,  8vo.  He  also 
made  the  Latin  translation  of  sir  Thomas  Bodley*s  statutes 
for  his  library ;  and  sir  Thomas  Smith's  ^*  Common  Wealth 
of  England;"  and  from  the  French  of  P.  Frodius,  a  civilian, 
**  A  Discourse  for  Parents'  Honour  and  Authority  over  their 
Chddrt^n,"  Lond.  1614,  8vo.* 

BUDG£LL  (Eustace),  esq.  a  very  ingenious  but  un- 
fortunate writer,  was  born  at  St.  Thomas,  near  Exeter, 
about  1685,  and  educated  at  Christ-church,  Oxford.  Hi$ 
father,  Gilbert  Budgell,  D.  D.  descended  of  an  ancient 
family  in  Devonshire  ;  his  mother,  Mary,  was  only 
daughter  of  Dr.  William  Gulston,  bishop  of  Bristol,  whose 
sister  Jane  married  dean  Addison,  and  was  mother  to  th6 
famous  Addison.  After  some  years  stay  in  the  university, 
jMr.  Budgell  went  to  London,  and  was  entered  of  the  In-< 
ner  Temple,  in  order  to  study  law,  for  which  his  father 
always  intended  him ;.  but  his  inclinations  led  him  more  to 
9tudy  polite  literature,  and  keep  company  with  the  gen* 
teelest  persons  in  town.  During  his  stay  at  the  Temple, 
he  contracted  a  strict  intimacy  and  friendship  with  Ad- 
dison, who  was  first  cousin  to  his  mother ;  and  when  Addi- 
son was  appointed  secretary  to  lord  Wharton,  lord-lieu* 

*  Gea.  Dict.-.oMoreri. — Vita  per  Lud.  Regium  ConstantiDam,  Paris,  154^ 
4to,  and  in  Batesii  Vitie.<— Jortin'i  Erasmus.— Baillet  Jugemens  de  Savans.^ 
9mh  Onomatt.  s  Wood's  Ath.  toI,  T, 
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tenant  of  Ireland,  he  offered  to  make  his  friend  Eus« 
tace  one  of  the  clerks  of  his  office,  which  Mr.  BudgeU 
readily  accepted.  This  was  in  April  1710,  when  he  was 
about  twenty-five  years  of  age.  He  had  by  this  time  read 
the  classics,  the  most  reputed  historians,  and  the  best 
French,  English,  and  Italian  writers,  and  became  con- 
cerned with  Steele  and  Addispn,  not  in  writing  the  Tatler, 
as  ha$  been  asserted,  but  the  Spectator,  which  was  begun 
in  1711.  All  the  papers  marked  with  an  X  were  written 
by  him,  and  the  whole  eighth  volume  is  attributed  to  Ad- 
Idison  and  himself,  without  the  assistance  of  Steele.  Se- 
»veral  little  epigrams  and  songs,  which  have  a  good  deal  of 
wit  in  them,  together  with  the  epilogue  to  the  '^  Distressed 
Mother,'*  which  had  a  greater  run  than  any  thing  of  the 
idnd.  before,  were  also  written  by  Mr.  BudgeU  near  this 
time  ;  all  which,  together  with  the  known  affection  of  Ad- 
.dison  for  him,  raised  his  character  so  much  as  to  give  him 
considerable  consequence  in  the  literary  and  political 
world.  Upon  the  laying  down  of  the  Spectator,  the 
Guardian  was  set  up  ;.  and  to  this  work  our  author  contri- 
buted, along  with  Addison  and  Steele.  In  the  preface  it 
is  said,  that  those  papers  marked  with  an  asterisk  were 
written  by  Mr.  Budgell. 

Having  regularly  made  his  progress  in  the  secretary  of 
state's  office  in  Ireland,  upon  the  arrival  of  George  I.  in 
England,  he  was  appointed  under  secretary  to  Addisori^ 
and  chief  secretary  to  the  lords  justices  of  Ireland.  He 
was  made  likewise  deputy-clerk  of  the  council  in  that 
Jdngdom;  and  sooq  after  chosen  member  of  the  Irish 
parliament,  where  he  acquitted  himself  as  a  very  good 
3peaker,  and  performed  all  his  official  duties  with  great 
exactness  and  ability,  and  with  very  singular  disinterest- 
edness. In  1717,  when  Addison  became  principal  secre- 
tary of  state  in  Edgland,  he  procured  for  Mr.  Budgell  the 
place  of  accomptant  and  comptroller-general  of  the  revenue 
^n  Ireland,  and  might  have  had  him  for  his  under-secre- 
tary ;  but  it  was  thought  more  expedient  for  his  majesty^s 
service  that  he  should  continue  where  he  was.  He  held 
these  several  places  till  1718,  at  which  time  the  duke  of 
Bolton  was  appointed  lord-lieutenant.  His  grace  carried 
over  with  him  one  Mr.  Edward  Webster,  whom  he  made  a 
privy-counsellor  and  his  secretary.  A  misunderstanding 
arising  on  some  account  or  other,  between  this  gentleman 
tod  Mr.  Budgell^  the  latter  treated' Mr.  Webster  himself. 
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])is  education^  his  abilities,  and  his  family,  wiib  tibe  ntmont 
contempt.  Mr.  Budgell  was  indiscreet  enough  (for  be 
was  naturally  prond  and  full  of  resentment)  to  write  a  lam- 
poon,  prior  to  this,  in  which  the  lord- lieutenant  was  out 
spared ;  and  which  he  published  in  spite  pf  ail  Addison 
clwild  say  against  it.  Hence  many  discontents  arose  be- 
tween them,  till  at  length,  the  lord-lieutenant,  in  support 
of  his  secretary,  superseded  Mr.  Budgell,  and  very  sooli 
.after  got  him  removed  from  the  place  of  accomptant* ge- 
neral, Mr.  Budgell,  not  thinking  it  safe  to  continue  longer 
in  Ireland,  set  out  for  England,  and  soon  after  his  arrival 
ptfblished  a  pamphlet  representing  his  case,  entitled  ^^  A 
Letter  to  the  lord  ***,  from  Eustace  Budgell,  esq.  ac- 
comptant-general  of  Ireland,  and  late  secretary  to  their 
excellencies  the  lords  justices  of  that  kingdom ;''  eleven 
hundred  cppies  of  which  were  sold  off  in  one  day,  either 
from  curiosity,  or  sympathy  with  his  sufferings,  which 
seem  about  this  time  to  have  affected  his  reason.  In  the 
Postboy  of  Jan.  17,  1719,  he  published  an  a4zlvertisement 
to  justify  his  character  agaiast  reports  which  had  been 
spread  to  his  disadvantage ;  and  he  did  aot  scruple  to  de« 
.(^lare  in  all  companies,  tlmt  his  life  was  attempted  by  his 
enemies,  which  deterred  him  from  attending  bis  seat  in 
parliament.  Such  behaviour  made  many  of  his  friends 
conclude  him  delirious ;  his  passions  were  certainly  very 
strong,  nor  were  his  va^nity  and  jealousy  less  predominant. 
Addison,  .vho  had  resigned  the  seals,  and  was  retired  into 
the  country  for  the  sake  of  bis  hea/kh,  found  it  impossible 
to  stem .  t^e  iide  of  opposition,  which  was  every  where 
running  agajnst  bis  kinsman,  through  t\ye  influence  and 
power  pf  the  duke  of  Bolton ;  and  therefore  disauaded  him 
in  the  strongest  terms  from  pubUsbing  his  case,  hot  to  no 
manner  of  purpose  :  which  ma.de  bioi  teli.a  friend  in  great 
^mxiety,  that."  Mr.  Budgell  was  wiser  tlian  any  niian  he 
ever  kn^ivi, ,  ^nd  yet  he  supposed  the  world  would  hardly 
believe  that,  he  .acted  contrary  to  his  advice."  . 

Mr.  BudgeU's  great  and  jnoble  friend  lord  Halifax,  to 
^faopn  in  1713  he  had  dedicau^d  a  translation  of  "  Theo- 
phrastus's  Characters,"  was  dead,  and  lord  Orrery,,  who 
held. him  in  the  highest  est&ew,  had  it  not  in. his  pomrer  to 
serve  him.  Addison  had  indeed  got  a  promise  from  lord 
Sunderland,  that,  as  soon  as  the  present  claaoNHMr  ms  .4 
little  e^bated,  he  would,  do  somethings  ^forMhim;-  hij^.thzt 
gentleman's  death,  happeniMg  in  171^,  piuli  an  end  to.  ail 
hopes  of  succeeding  at  court :  where  he  continued,  never- 
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tlielessj  to  make  several  attempts,  but  was  constantly  kept 
down  by  the  weight  of  the  duke  of  Bolton.  One  case 
seems  peculiarly  hard.  The  duke  of  Portland,  who  was 
appointed  governor  of  Jamaica,  made  Budgell  his  secre- 
tary, who  was  about  to  sail,  when  a  secretary  of  state  was 
sent  to  the  duke,  to  acquaint  him  ^^  that  he  might  take 
any  man  in  England  for  his  secretary,  excepting  Mr, 
Buclgeli,  but  that  be  must  not  take  AzW  In  1720,  the 
fatal  year  of  the  South  Sea,  he  was  almost  ruined,  having 
lopt  above  20,000/.  in  it.  He  tried  afterwards  to  get  into 
parliament  at  several  places,  and  spent  5000/,  more  in 
unsuccessful  attempts,  which  completed  his  ruin.  And 
from  this  period  be  began  to  behave  and  live  in  a  difTcrent 
manner  from  what  he  had  done  before;  wrote  libellous 
pamphlets  against  sir  Robert  Walpole  and  the  ministry, 
and  did  many  unjust  things  in  regard  to  his  relations,  being 
distracted  in  his  own  private  fortune,  as  indeed  he  was 
judged  to  be  in  his  senses.  In  1727  he  had  1000/.  given 
him  by  the  duchess  of  Marlborough,  to  whose  husband, 
the  famous  duke,  he  was  related  by  his  mother^ s  sidej  with 
9.  view  to  his  getting  into  parliament.  She  knew  that  he 
^^d  a  talent  for  speaking  in  public,  that  he  was  acquainted 
with  business,  and  would  probably  run  any  lengths  against 
the  mioistry..  But  this  scheme  failed;  for  he  could  never 
get  cbo&en.  In  1730  be  joined  the  band  of  writers  against 
the  administration,  and  published  .many  papers  in  the 
"  Cnaftsman."  He  published  also,  about  the  same  time, 
many  other  pieces  of  a  political  nature.  In  17S3,  he  be^ 
gan  a  weekly  pamphlet  called  "  The  Bee,"  which  he  con- 
tinued for  about  a  hundfed  numbers,  making  seven  or 
eight  volumes,  8vo.  During  the  progress  of  this  work, 
which  was  entirely  filled  with  his  own  disputes  and  con- 
cerns, aiid  exhibited  many  proofs  of  a  mind  deranged  by 
oppression,  or  debased  by  desperate  efforts  to  retrieve  his 
character,  Dr.  Tindal  died,  by  whose  will  Mr.  Budgell 
had  ^000/.  left  him  ;  and  the  world  being  surprised  at  such 
a  gift  from  a  man  entirely  unrelated  to  him,  to  the  /^x^ 
elusion  of  the  next  heir,  a  nephew,  and  the  continuator 
of  Rapines  History  of  England,  immediately  imputed  it 
to  nis  making  the  will  himself.     Thus  the  satirist : 

.  **  Let  Biulgellchai^  low  Grub-street  on  my  quill, 
A^  vmfB  wbate'er  he  please-rexcept  my  Will.'*    '    Pope. 

It  was  thought  he  had  some  hand  in  publishing  Dr. 
Tindal's  *^  Christianity  as  old  as  the  Creation,"  for  he  often 
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talked  of  another  additional  volume  on  the  same  subjeQt, 
but  never  published  it.  However^  be  used  to  inquire  very 
frequently  after  Dr.  Conybeare's  health,  who  bad  been 
employed  by  queen  Anne. to  answer  the  first  volume,  and 
rewarded  with  the  deanery  of  Christ-church  £or  his  pains ; 
saying,  **  he  hoped  Mr.  Dean  would  live  a  little  longer, 
that  he  might  have  the  pleasure  of  making  him  a  bishop ; 
for  be  intended  very  soon  to  publish  the  other  volume  of 
Tindal,  which  would  certainly  do  the  business.^' 

After  the  cessation  of  "  The  Bee,'*  he  became  so  in- 
volved in  law-suits,  that  he  was  reduced  to  a  very  unhappy 
situation.  He  now  returned  to  his  original  destination  of 
the  bar,  and  attended  for  some  time  in  the  courts  of  law ; 
but  finding  himself  incapable  of  making  any  progress,,  and 
being  distressed  to  the  utmost,  he  determined  at  length 
on  suicide.  Accordingly,  in  1736,  he  took  a  boat  at  So- 
merset stairs,  after  filling  bis  pockets  with  stones^  and 
ordered  the  waterman  to  shoot  the  bridge ;  and,  while  the 
boat  was  going  under,  threw  himself  into  the  river,  where 
he  perished  immediately.  Several  days  before,  be  had 
been  visibly  distracted  in  his  mind,  but  no  care  was  taken 
of  him.  •He  was  never  married,  but  left  one  natural 
daughter  behind  him,  who  afterwards  took  bis  name,  and 
was  some  time  an  actress  at  Drury ^lane.  The  morning 
before  he  committed  this  act  upon  himself,  he  endeavoured 
to  persuade  this  lady,  who  was  then  only  eleven  years  old, 
to  accompany  him,  which  she  very  wisely  refused.  Upon 
his  bureau  was  found  a  slip  of  paper,  on  which  were  writ- 
ten these  words : 

"  What  Gato  did^  and  Addison  approv'd^ 
Cannot  be  wrong.'* 

^  which,  however,    as  far  as  respects  Addison^  s  approval, 
was, a  mere  delusion  of  his  own  brain. 

Mr.  Budgell,  as  a  writer,  is  very  agreeable ;  not  argu- 
mentative, or  deep,  but  ingenious  and  entertaining ;  and 
bis  style  was  thought  peculiariy  elegant,  and  almost 
ranked  with  Addison's,  and  it  is  certainly  superior  to  that 
of  most  English  writers.  Besides  what  are  above  men"- 
tioned,  be  published  :  **  Memoirs  of  the  Lives  and  Cha- 
racters of  the  family  of  the  Boyles,'*  1737,  8vo,  third 
edition,  a  work  of  unquestionable  authority^  in  most  of  the 
facts..  Except  this  and  his  papers  in  the  Spectator,  none 
#f  bis  works  are  now  in  request ;  but  bis  life  is  interesting 
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and  instructive.  His  wayward  temper ;  indulgence  of  pas-* 
sion  and  spleen ;  irregular  ambition  ;  and  his  connection 
with  Tindal,  which  ended  in  a  dereliction  of  moral  and 
rel.giouri  principle,  sufficiently  explain  the  causes  of  his 
unhappiness,  and  aflFord  an  important  lesson.  ^ 

BUFFALMACCO  (Buonamioo),  an  eminent  Italian 
painter,  was  born  at  Florence  in  1262^  and  was  for  some 
years  a  disciple  of  Andrea  Tassi.  He  was  pleasant  in  his 
conversation,  and  somewhat  ingenious  in  his  compositions. 
A  friend,  whose  name  was  Bruno,  consulting  him  one  day 
^ow  he  might  give  more  expression  to  his  subject,  BufFal-* 
mactio  answered,  that  h^  had  nothing  to  do,  but  to  make 
the  words  come  out  of  the  mouths  of  his  figures  by  labels, 
on  which  they  might  be  written,  which  had  been  before 
practised  by  Cimabue.  Bruno,  thinking  him  in  earnest, 
did  so,  as  several  German  painters  did  after  him;  who,  im« 
proving  upon  Bruno,  added  answers  to  questions,  and 
made  their  figures  enter  into  a  kind  of  conversation.  Buf- 
fialmacco  died  in  I  ri40.  ' 

BUFFIER  (Claude),  a  learned  metaphysician,  and  vo- 
luminous writer,  was  born  in  Poland,  of  French  parents. 
May  25,  1$61.  His  parents  having  removed  to  Rouen,  he 
was  educated  there,  and  afterwards  entered  among  the  Je- 
suits at  Paris  in  1679,  and  took  the  four  vows  in  1695. 
In  1698  he  went  to  Rome,  not  at  the  invitation  of  the  ge- 
neral of  bis  order,  as  has  been  asserted,  but  merely  to  see 
that  celebrated  city,  in  which  he  remained  iabout  four 
months,  and  then  returned  to  Paris,  where  he  passed  the 
greater  part  of  his  life  in  the  Jesuits  college.  Here  he  was 
first  employed  on  the  "  Memoires  de  Trevoux,'-  and  after- 
wards wrote  his  numerous  separate  publications.  He  died 
May  17,  1737.  His  eloge  appeared  in  the  "  Memoires'* 
in  the  same  year,  but  principally  regards  his  writings,  as 
his  life  appears  to  have  passed  without  any  striking  or  cha- 
racteristic circumstances,  being  entirely  devoted  to  the 
composition  of  works  of  learning  or  piety,  of  which  the 
following  is  supposed  to  be  a  correct  list :  1.  Some  French 
verses  on  the  taking  of  Mons  and  Montmelian,  inserted  in 
the  ^^Recueil  de  vers  choisis,"  Paris,  1701, 12mo.  2.  ^'La 
vie  de  I'Hermitede  Compiegne,"  Paris,  1692,  1737^  12mo. 
3.  "  Vie  de  Dominique  George,"  abbot  of  Valricher,  Paris^ 
1696,  l2mo.     4.  '*  Pratique   de   la   memoire   artificielle 

1  Biog.  Brit.-^-Cibbcr's  Litm,  vol.  «V.— British  EssayisU,  foL  VI.  Pref.  to 
the  SpecUton  *  Pilkii^^a, 
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pour  apprendre  et  pour  ret^nir  la  chronologie,  Phistoire 
universelle,  &c."  Paris,  1701,  3  vols,  and  often  reprinted 
and  extended  to  4  vols.  5.  <^  Veritas  cousolantes  du  Cbris- 
tianisme,"  ibid.  17  J  8,  3d  edit.  16nio.  6,  "  Hi:toire  de 
Porigine  du  royaume  de  Sicile  et  de  Naples,"  ibid.  1701, 
12mo.  7,  "  La  pratique  de$  devoirs  des  cur6s,"  from  the 
Italian,  Lyons,  1702,  lJ2ino.  8.  "  Abr6g6  de  I'histoire 
d'Espagne,"  Paris,  1704,  12ipo.  9.  "  Examen  de  pre- 
jug^s  vulgaires  pour  disposer  Tesprit  a  juger  sainement 
de  tout,''  ibid.  1704,  1 21390.  10.  "  Les  Abeilles,"  a  fable. 
.1 1.  ^^  Le  deg^t  du  Parnasse,  i»u  La  Fausse  litterature,"  a 
poem,  ibid.  1705.  12,  "  La  vie  du  comte  Louis  de  Sales," 
ibid.  1708,  12mo,  after^rards  translated  into  Italian,  and 
often  reprinted.  13.  ^'  Gratnmaire  Fran^oise  sur  un  plan 
nouveau,"  ibid.  1709,  l2fiio,  often  reprinted.  14.  **  Le 
^  veritable  esprit  et  le  saint  emploi  des  fetes  de  Teglise,"  , 
ibid.  1712,  12mo.  15.  ^'  Les  principes  du  raisonnement 
exposes  en  deux  logiq^es  nouvelles,  avec  des  remarques 
sur  les  logiques,"  &c.  ibid.  1714,  12mo.  16.  *^  Geogra- 
pbie  universelle  avec  le  secours  des  vers  artificiels  et  avec 
.  des  cartes,"  ibid.  1715,  2  vols.  12 mo.  17.  "  Homere  en 
arbitrage,"  ibid.  1715;  two  letters  addressed  to  the  mar* 
chioness  Lambert,  on  the  dispute  betw.een  madame  Dacier 
and  de  la  Motte,  on  Homer.  18.  *^  Hist  cbronologiquedu 
dernier  siecle,  &c."  fro9i  the  year  1600,  ibid.  1715,  12mo. 
19.  ^^  Introduction  a  Thistoire  de  maisoos  souveraines  de 
I'Europe,"  Paris,  1717,  3  vols.  l2uio.  20.  "  Exercice  de  la 
pict6,"  &c.  ib.  1718,  oftiCn  reprinted.  2L  "  Tabieau  chro- 
nologique  de  Phistoirq  universelle  en  forme  de  jeu,"  Paris, 
1718.  22.  '^  Nouveaux  Siemens  d'histoire  et  de  geogra^ 
phie,"  Paris,  1718.  23,  "  Sentimeus  Chretien  sur  les 
principales  Veritas  de  la  religiojn,"  in  prose  and  verse,  and 
with  engravings,  1718,  .12mo.  24:  "  Trait^  des  pre- 
mieres verittSs,"  Paris,  1724^  12mo.  A  tvanslation  of  this, 
one  of  father  Bufiier's  most  celebrated  works,  was  pub- 
lished in  17S1,  under  the  title  of  ^^  First  Truths,  and  the 
origin  of  our  opinions  explained ;  with  an  inquiry  into  the 
sentiments  of  moral  philosophers,  relativje  to  our  primary 
notions  of  things,"  8vo.  The  author  has  proved  himself 
to  be  a  metaphysician  of  considerable  abilities,  and  with 
pany  il  will  be  no  diminution  of  his  merit,  othat  he  startit 
some  principles  here,  which  were  afterwards  .adopted  and 
expanded  by  Drs.  Reid,  Oswald,  and  Beattie,  under  the 
denominatidn  of  pommon  sens6.  '  To  ptove  how  much 
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these  gentlemen  have  been  indebted  to  him,  appears  to  be 
the  sole  object  of  this  translation,  arid  especially  of  the 
preface,  which,  says  one  of  the  literary  Journals,  **  though 
it  is  not  destitute  of  shrewdness,  yet  is  so  grossly  illiberal, 
that  we  remember  not  to  have  read  any  thing  so  offensive 
to  decency  and  good  manners, .  even  in  the  rancorous  pro- 
ductions of  some  of  the  late  controvertists  in  metaphysics. 
The  writer  hath  exceeded  Dr.  Priestley  in  the  abuse  of  the 
Scotch  doctors  ;  but  with  a  larger  quantity  of  that  author*s 
virulence,  hath  unluckily  too  small  a  portion  of  his  inge-  - 
nuity  and  good  sense,  to  recompense  for  that  shameful  af- 
front to  candour  and  civility  which  is  too  flagrant  in  every 
page,  to  escape  the  notice  or  indignation  of  any  unpreju- 
diced reader." 

Father  Buffier's  next  work,  which  may  be  considered  as 
a  supplement  to  the  former  was,  25.  "  Siemens  de  Meta- 
physique  a  la  port^e  de  tout  le  monde,"  ibid.  1725,  12mo. 
26.  "  Traits  de  la  society  civile,"  ibid.  1726.  27.  "Trait^s 
philosophi'ques  et  pratiques  d'eloquence  et  de  poesie," 
ibid.  1728,  2  vols.  12mo.  28.  "Exposition  des  preuves* 
les  plus  sensibles  de  la  veritable  religion,"  ibid.  1*^32, 
12mo.  Besides  these  he  contributed  some  papers  on  phi- 
lological subjects  to  the  "  Memoires  de  Trevoux."  The 
greater  and  best  part  of  the  preceding  works  were  collected 
and  published  in  a  folio  volume  in  1732,  under  the  title, 
*'  Cours  des  Sciences  sur  des  principes  nouveaux  et  sini- 
ples,  &c."  with  additions  and  corrections,  the  whole  form- 
ing an  useful  and  perspicuous  introduction  to  the  sciences^ 
Buffier  was  not  only  one  of  the  ablest  and  most  industrious 
writers  of  his  time,  but  one  of  the  safest ;  and  his  having 
made  no  progress  in  infidelity,  while  he  professed  to  be  a 
metaphysician,  seems  to  be  the  principal  objection  which 
succeeding  French  philosophers  brought  against  him.  * 

BUFFON  (George  Louis  Le  Cleuc,  Count  of)  the 
most  eminent  French  naturalist  of  the  eighteenth  century, 
the  son  of  a  counsellor  of  the  parliament  of  Dijon,  was 
born  at  Montbard  in  Burgundy,  September  the  7th,  1707. 
Having  manifested  an  early  inclination  to  the  sciences,  he 
gave  up  the  profession  of  the  law,  for  which  his  father  had 
designed  him.  The  science  which  seems  to  have  engaged 
his  earliest  attachment  was  astronomy ;  with  a  view  to 
which  he  applied  with  such  ardour  to  the  study  6f  geome- 

1  Moreri.^Dict.  Hist^Modthly  Review,  vol  IXllU 
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try,  that  be  always  carried  iti  his  pocket  the  elements  of 
EucUd.  At  the  age  of  twenty  he  travelled  into  Italy,  and 
in  the  course  of  his  tour  he  directed  his  attention  to  the 
phenomena  of  nature  more  than  to  the  productions  of  art  i 
and  at  this  early  period  he  was  also  ambitious  of  acquiring 
the  art  of  writing  with  ease  and  elegance.  In  1728  he 
succeeded  to  the  estate  of  his  mother,  estimated  at  about 
12,000/.  a  year ;  which  by  rendering  his  circumstances  af- 
fluent and  independent,  enabled  him  to  indulge  his  taste 
in  those  scientific  researches  and  literary  pursuits,  to  which 
bis  future  lif^b  was  devoted.  Having  concluded  his  travels^ 
at  the  age  of  twenty-five,  with  a  journey  to  England,  he. 
afterwards  resided  partly  at  Paris,  where,  in  1739,  he  was 
appointed  superintendant  of  the  royal  garden  and  cabinet, 
and  partly  on  his  estate  at  Montbard.  Although  he  was 
fond  of  society,  and  a  complete  sensualist,  he  was  indefa- 
tigable in  his  application,  and  is  said  to  have  employed 
fourteen  hours  every  day  in  study ;  he  would  sometimes 
return  from  the  suppers  at  Paris  at  two  in  the  morning, 
when  he  was  young,  and  order  a  boy  to  call  him  at  five ; 
and  if  he  lingered  in  bed,  to  drag  him  out  on  the  floor. 
At  this  early  hour  it  was  his  custom,  at  Montbard,  to  dress, 
powder,  dictate  letters,  and  regulate  his  domestic  concerns. 
At  >ix  he  retired  to  his  study,  which  was  a  pavilion  called 
the  Tower  of  St.  Louis,  about  a  furlong  from  the  house,  at 
the  extremity  of  the  garden,  and  which  was  accommodated 
only  with  an  ordinary  wooden  desk  and  an  armed  chair* 
Within  this  was  another  sanctuary,  denominated  by  prince 
Henry  of  Prussia  "  the  Cradle  of  Natural  History,"  in 
which  he  was  accustomed  to  compose,  and  into  which 
no  one  was  suffered  to  intrude.  At  nine  his  breakfast^ 
which  consisted  of  two  glasses  of  wine  and  a  bit  of  breads 
was  brought  to  his  study ;  and  after  breakimst  he  wrote  for 
about  two  hours,  and  then  returned  to  his  house.  At  din- 
ner he  indulged  him&elf  in  all  the  gaieties  and  trifles  which 
occurred  at  table,  and  in  that  freedom  of  conversation^ 
which  obliged  the  ladies,  when  any  of  character  were  his 
guests,  to  withdraw.  When  dinner  was  finished,  be  paid 
little  attention  either  to  his  family  or  guests ;  but  having 
illept  about  an  hour  in  his  room,  he  took  a  solitary  walk, 
and  then  be  would  either  converse  with  his  friends  or  sit  at 
his  desk,  examining  papers  that  were  submitted  to  his 
judgment.  This  kind  of  life  he  passed  for  fifty  years ;  and 
to  one  whci  e;xpressed  his  astouisbment  at  his  great  reputa:^ 
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tion,  he  replied,  **  Have  not  I  spent  fifly  years  at  my 
desk  ?'*  At  nioe  be  retired  to  bed.  la  this  course  he  pro- 
longed his  life,  notwithstanding  his  excessive  indulgences 
with  women,  and  his  excruciating  sufferings  occasioned  by 
the  gravel  and  stone,  which  he  bore  with  singular  fortitude 
and  patience^  to  his  8 1st  year ;  and  retained  his  senses  till 
within  a  few  hours  of  his  dissolution,  which  happened  on 
the  16th  of  April,  1788.  His  body  was  embalmed,  and 
presented  first  at  St.  Medard's  church,  and  afterwards  con« 
veyed  to  Montbard,  where  he  had  given  orders  in  his  will 
to  be  interred  in  the  same  vault  with  his  wife.  His  funeral 
was  attended  by  a  great  concourse  of  academicians,  and 
persous  of  rank,  and  literary  distinction  ;  and  a  crowd  of  at 
least  20,000  spectators  assembled  in  the  streets  through 
which  the  hearse  was  to  pass.  When  his  body  was  opened, 
&7  stones  were  found  in  his  bladder^  some  of  which  were  as 
large  as  a  small  bean :  and  of  these  37  were  crystallized  in 
a  triangular  form,  weighing  altogether  two  ounces  and  six 
drams.  All  his  other  parts  were  perfectly  sound ;  his  brain 
was  found  to  be  larger  than  the  ordinary  size;-  and  it  waa 
the  opinion  of  the  gentlemen  of  the  faculty  who  examined 
the  body,  that  the  operation  of  the  lithotomy  might  have 
been  performed  without  the  least  danger ;  but  to  this  mode 
of  relief  M.  Buffon  had  invincible  objections.  He  left  one 
son,  who  fell  a  victim  to  the  atrocities  under  Robespierre. 
This  son  had  erected  a  monument  to  his  father  in  the  gar- 
dens of  Montbard ;  which  consisted  of  a  simple  column^ 
with  this  inscription ; 

^*  Exc^lstt  turn  humilis  columna  ^ 

F^renti  suo  filius  Bu£R»i>  1785^*' 

The  father,  upon  seing  this  monument,  burst  into  tears^ 
and  said  to  ^e  young  man,  ''  Son,  this  will  do  you  ho- 
nour." BufFon  was  a  member  of  the  French  academy, 
and  perpetual  treasurer  of  the  academy  of  sciences.  With 
a  view  to  the  preservation  of  his  tranquillity,  he  wisely 
avoided  the  intrigues  and  parties  that  disgracefully  occu- 
pied most  of  the  French  literati  in  his  time ;  nor  did  he 
ever  reply  to  the  attacks  that  were  made  upon  his  works. 
In  1771  bis  estate  was  erected  into  a  cornt^;  and  thus  the 
decoration  of  rank,  to  which  he  was  by  no  means  indif- 
£erent,  was  annexed  to  the  superior  dignity  he  had  ac- 
quired as  one  of  the  most  distinguishied  members  of  the  re- 
public of^  letters. 
^    With  respect  to  personal  character,  his  figure  was  noble 
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and  manly,  and  bis  countenance,  even  in  advanced  age^ 
and  notwithstanding,  excruciating  pains,  which   deprived 
bim  of  sleep  sometimes  for  sixteen  successive  nights,  wa^ 
calm  and  placid,  and  exhibited  traces  of  singular  intelli- 
gence.    Vanity,  however,  which  seemed  to  have  been  his 
predominant  passion,  extended  even  to  his  person  and  to 
all  his  exterior  ornaments.     He  was  particularly  fotid  of 
having  his  hair  neatly  dressed,  and  for  this  purpose  he 
employed  the  friseur,  in  old  age,  twice  or  thrice  a  day. 
To  his  dress  he  was  peculiarly  attentive  ;  and  took  pleasure 
in  appearing  on  Sundays  before  the  peasantry  of  Montbard 
in  laced  clothes.     At  table,  as  already  noticed,  he  indulged 
in  indelicate  and  licentious  pleasantries,  and  he  was  fond 
pf  hearing  every  gossiping  tale  whioh  his  attendants  could 
relate.     In  his  general  intercourse  with  females  he  was  as 
lax  and  unguarded  as  in  his  conversation.     During  the  life 
of  his  wife,  he  was  chargeable  with  frequent  infidelities  ; 
and  he  proceeded  to  the  very  unwarrantable  extreme  of 
debauching  young  women,  and  even  of  employing  means 
to  procure  abortion.     His  confidence,  in  the  latter  period 
of  bis  life,  was  almost  wholly  engrossed  by  a  mademoiselle 
"Blesseau,  who  lived  with  him  for  many  years.     His  vanity 
betrayed  itself  on  a  variety  of  occasions  in  relation  to  his 
literary  performances,  which  were  often  the  subjiects  of 
his  discourse,  and  even  of  his  commendation.'    When  he 
was  recommending  the  perusal  of  capital  works  in  ^every 
department  of  taste  and  science,  he  added,  with  singular 
presumption   and   self-confidence ;    "  Capital    works    are 
scarce ;  I  know  but  five  great  geniuses ; — Newton,  Bacon, 
Leibnitz,  Montesquieu,  and  lenyselfP     He  was  in  the  ha- 
bit of  reciting  to  those  who  visited  him  whole  pages  of  his 
compositions,  for  he  seemed  to  know  them  almost  all  by 
hearty  but  notwithstanding  his  vanity,  he  listened  to  ob- 
jections, entered  into  a  discussion  of.  them,  and  surren- 
dered his  own  opinion  to  that  of  others,  when  his  judg- 
ment was  convinced. .  He  expressed  himself  with  rapture* 
concerning  the  pleasures  accruing  from  study ;    and  he 
declared  his  preference  of  the  writings  to  the  conversations 
of  learned  men,  which  almost  always  disappointed  him ;  and 
therefore  he  voluntarily  secluded  himself  from  society  with 
such,  and  in  company  was  fond  of  trifling.    He  maintained, 
however,  aq  extensive  correspondence  with  persons  of  rank 
and  eminence,  but  his  vanity  was  perpetually  recurring, 
particularly  towards  the  end  of  his  life,  when  hisin&delity 
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siifgestecl  to  him  that  immortal  renown  was  the  most  pow^ 
erfui  of  death-bed  consolations  *. 

Of  his  infidelity^  his  works  afford  ample  evidence ;  but 
ill  his  contempt  for  religion,  he  contrived  to  add  hypocrisy 
to  impiety,  attending  with  regularity  the  external  obser^ 
vances  of  religion,  under  pretence  that,  as  there  must  be  a 
religion  for  the  multitude,  we  should  avoid  giving  offence^ 
*'  I  have  always,*'  he  said,  /^  named  the  Creator ;  but  it  i» 
only  putting,  mentally  in  its  place,  the  energy  of  nature^ 
which  results  from  the  two  great  laws  of  attraction  and  im- 
pulse. When  the  ISorbonne  plagued  me,  I  gave  all  the 
satisfaction  which  they  solicited :  it  was  a  form  that  I  de« 
spised,  but  men  are  silly  enough  to  be  so  satisfied.  For 
the  same  reason,  when  I  fall  dangerously  ill,  I  shall  not 
hesitate  to  .send  for  the  sacraments.  This  is  due  to  the 
public  religion*  Those  who  act  otherwise  are  madmen^'^ 
Yet,  gross  as  this  hypocrisy  was  as  to  externals,  it  wasi 
Hot  permitted  to  interfere  with  his  personal  vices.  These 
he  practised  to  the  last  with  a  zest  of  unfeeling  profligacy 
that  has,  perhaps,  never  been  exceeded ;  the  debauching 
of  female  children  forming  his  constant  and  his  last  delightl 
He. never  fails  to  allude  to  sensual  gratifications  in  hi^ 
works,  and  never  lost  sight  of  the  object  in  practice.  Yet 
this  is  the  man  to  whom  one  of  his  countrymen,  Heraul€ 
de  Sechelles,  applied  the  epithets  /^  great  and  goody*'*  an. 
encomium  which  has  been  translated  in  some  of  the  EnglisU 
journals  without  remark. 

.  His  first  publication  was  a  translation  from  the  English 
of  "  Hales's  Vegetable  Statics,"  1735,  which  was  followed 
'm  1740  by  a  translation  from  the  Latin  of  "  Newton's 
Fluxions."  His  "  Theory  of  the  Earth"  was  first  published 
in  1744,  which  was  included  in  his  more  celebrated  work 
entitled  <^  Natural  History,  general  and  particular,"  which, 
commenced  in  1749,, and  at  its  completion  in  1767  ex« 
tended  to  15  vols.  4to,  or  31  vols.  12mo;  and  supplements, 
amounting  to  several  more  volumes,  were  afterwards  added. 
In  the  anatomiical  part  the  author  was  aided  by  M.  D'Au-* 
benton,  but  in  all  the  other  parts  Bufibn  himself  displays 
his  learning,  genius,  and  eloquence,  and  indulges  his  fancy 

*  B6ffon,  during  the  greater  pari  of  de  Buffon  (and  many  were  addressed 

liis  life,  was   highly   respected  in  all  to  him  from  every  part  of  the  world), 

Europe;  and  it  is  saldi  tliat  during  the  they  immediately  forwarded  them  to 

var  1755--62,  whenever  the  captains  Paris  unopened,— a  mark  of  reverenci^ 

of  English  privateers  found  in  their  for  geniys  wbi^b  we  arf  happy  to  r«> 

frizeis  any  boxes' addressed  to  oount  cord. '  " 

Vou  VII.  s 
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in  exploring  and  delineating  the  whole  oeconoin j  of  MtaiVU 
To  this  work,  which  includes  only  the  history  of  quadru-* 
peds,  he  added,  in  1776,  a  supplementary  volume,  con-> 
taining  the  history  of  several  new  animals,  and  additions 
to  most  of  those  before  described.  As  this,  as  well  as  hi9 
other  works,  has  been  so  long  before  the  public,  it  would 
be  unnecessary  to  enter  in  this  place  on  their  excellences: 
or  defects.  All  succeeding  naturalists  have  found  some- 
thing to  blame  and  something  to  praise  in  his  works,  with 
respect  to  facts,  and  much  indeed  with  regard  to  theory. 

After  the  completion  of  his  history  of  quadrupeds  in 
1767,  Buffon  was  interrupted  in  the  progress  of  his  labours 
by  a  severe  and  tedious  indisposition ;  and  therefore  the 
two  first  volumes  of  his  "  History  of  Birds'*  did  not  appear 
till  1 77 1.  In  the  composition  of  the  greatest  part  of  these 
he  was  indebted  to  the  labours  of  M.  Gueneau  de  Mont- 
beillard,  who  adhered  so  closely  to  BufFon's  mode  of  think- 
ing and  of  expression,  that  the  public  could  not  perceivb 
any  difference.  The  four  subsequent  volumes  were  the 
joint  production  of  both  writers :  and  each  author  prefixed 
bis  name  to  his  own  articles.  The  three  remaining  vo*- 
lumes  were  written  by  Buffon  himself,  with  the  assistance 
6f  the  abbs  Bexon,  wbo  formed  the  nomenclature^  drew 
up  most  of  the  descriptions^  and  communicated  several 
important  hints.  The  work  wlw  completed  in  1783,  biit 
on  account  of  the  much  greater  number  of  species  of  birda 
than  of  quadrupeds,  the  want  of  systematic  arrangement 
is  more  to  be  regretted  in  this  than  in  the  other  history. 
A  translation  of  Buffon's  "  Natural  History,"  by  Mr. 
Smellie  of  Edinburgh,  comprised  in  8  vols.  8vo^  was  pub- 
lished in  1781  ;  to  which  a  9th  volume  was  added  in  1786, 
containing  a  translation  of  a  supplementary  volume  of' 
Buffon,  consisting  chiefly  of  curious  and  interesting 
fact^  with  regard  to  the  history  of  the  earth.  The  trans- 
lator has  omitted  the  anatomical  dissections  and  mensura- 
tions of  M.  D'Aubenton,  which  greatly  enhanced  the  bulk» 
as  well  as  the  price  of  the  original^  and  which  the  author 
himself  had  omitted  in  the  last  Paris  edition  of  his  per- 
formance. There  are  likewise  some  other  omissions,  which 
«re  not  very  important,  respecting  the  method  of  studying 
natural  history,  methodical  distributions,  andthemode  of 
describing  animals.  These  omissions  have  been  amply 
compensated  by  the  translator's  addition  of  short  distinctive 
4e8criptions  to  each  species  of  quadrupedS|  of  the  figure 
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or  ^evetal  new  animals,  and  of  the  synonyms,  as  \irell  a^ 
the  generic  and  speciBc  characters  given  by  Linnxus, 
Klein,  Brisson,  and  other  naturalists,  together  with  occa- 
ssional notes.  BufFon*s  "  History  of  Birds,'*  in  9  vols.  Svo, 
rwith  notes  and  additions,  translated  by  Mt.  Leslie,  was 
also  published  in  1793. 

In  1774  BuSbn  begap  to  publish  a  **  Supplement^'  td 
his  Natural  History,  consisting  of  the  "History  of  Mine- 
rals,^'  which  contains  many  curious  and  valuable  experi^ 
Hients,  as  well  as  much  theory,  too  lax  for  the  rigour  of 
modern  science.  The  concluding  volume  may  be  consi- 
dered as  a  kind  of  philosophical  romance.  It  comprehends 
what  the  author  fancifully  denominatesr  the  ^^  Epochas  of 
Nature,''  or  those  great  changes  in  the  state  of  the  earth 
which  he  supposes  to  have  successively  resulted  ftom  his 
hypothesis  of  its  original  formation  out  of  the  sun.  Of 
these  epochas  he  enunierates  seven,  of  which  six  are  sup- 
posed to  have  been  previous  to  the  creation  of  man.  •  In 
the  description  of  these  epochas,  as  to  both  their  causes 
and  effects,  the  author  has  indulged  the  sport  of  fancy^ 
and  formed  a  sort  of  fairy  tale,  which  he  has  contrived  to 
render  amusing  and  instructive.  His  works  have  been  col- 
lected and  published  in  35  vols.  4to,  and  62  vols.  l2mo, 
ftiidof  the  whole  or  parts  of  them  new  editions  occasionally 
appear.  After  he  had  completed  his  '^  History  of  Mine- 
rals," he  had  formed  a  design  of  composing  the  "  History 
of  Vegetables;"  but  this  project  was  defeated  by  his  death. 
Several  of  the  subjects  that  occur  in  his  "Natural  History,'* 
and  its  supplements,  ha^^e  Ueen  discussed  in  separate  me- 
moirs, and  may  be  found  in  the  Memoirs  of  the  royal  a^a« 
demy  of  sciences  at  Paris,  for  the  years  1737,  1738,  1739^ 
1741    and  1742.* 

BUGENHAGIUS,  or  BUGENHAGEN  (John)j  one  of 
the  German  reformers,  sometimes,  from  hist  native  country^ 
called  PoMERANUS,  was  born  at  Jtilin,  or  WoUiii^  near 
Stetin,  in  Pomerania,  June  24,  1485,  and  his  parents  be- 
ing of  some  rank  in  the  state  were  enabled  to  give  him  u 
very  liberal  educatipn.  He  was  sent  early  to  the  univer- 
sity of  Grypswald,  where  be  employed  his  time  so  assi- 
duously in  classical  learning,  that,  at  the  age  of  twenty,  he 
taught  school  at  T^eptow,  and  raised  that  school  to  a  very 
iiigh  degree  of  reputation.    The  first  impressions  he  ap^ 

,  *  Reet't  and3rewfter'8  Cyclopaedia8.-»>H€rauU  Secliellef,  in  Peltier's  F«Ft» 
Ipendalt  ra&nee  1795  and  Xt^6,^Slo$e?  des  AcadeiAicietts^  rol,  IV. 
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pp^vs  to  have  received  of  the  necessity  of  a  reformatioti 
was.  from  a  tract  of  Erasmus :  this  induced  him  to  look 
with  more  attention  into  the  sacred  volume,  and  he  pro- 
ceeded  to  instruct  others  by  lecturing  in  his  school  on  va* 
rious  parts  of  the  Old  and  New  Testament.     As  a  preacher 
he  likewise  became  very  popular,  and  chiefly  on  account ^ 
of  his  learning,  in  which  he  exceeded  many  of  bis  contem- 
poraries.    His  knowledge  extending  also  to  history  and 
antiquities,  prince  Bogislaus  engaged  kim  to  write  a  *^  His- 
tory of  Pomerania,''  furnishing  him  with  money,  books, 
and  records^  and  this  was  completed  in  two  years,  but  k 
was  long  unpublished,  the  prince  reserving  it  in  manu* 
script,  for  the  use  of  himself  and  his  court.     It  appeared 
at  last  in  1727,  4to.     He  was  still,  however,  attached  to 
the  religious  principles  in  which  he  had  been  brought  up^ 
until  in  1521  Luther's  treatise  on  the  Babylonish  captivity 
was  published.     Even  when  be  began  first  to  read  this,  he^ 
declared  the  author  to  be  ^*  the  most  pestilent  heretic  that 
ever  infested  the  church  of  Christ  -y*  but  after  a  more  at* 
tentive  perusal,  be  candidly  recanted   this  unfavourabla 
opiniob,   in   the   following  strong    terms,    ^^The    whole 
world  is  blind,  and  this  man  alone  sees  the  truth.'"^    It  is 
probable  thai  be  had  communicated  this  discovery  to  bis 
brethren,  for  we  find  that  the  abbot,  twa  aged  pastors  of 
the  church,  and  some  other  of  the  friars,  began  to  be  con- 
tinced  of  the  erarors  of  popery  about  the  same  time.     Bu- 
<genhagius  now  avowed  the  principles  of  the  reformation  sa 
openly,  that  he  found  it  necessary  to  teave  Treptow,  and 
Ibeing  desirous  of  an  interview  with  Luther,  went  to  Wit- 
temberg,  where  be  was  chosen   pastor  of  the  reformed 
church.     Here  he  constantly  taught  the  doctrines  of  the 
reformation,  both  by  preaching  and  writing,  for  thirty-six 
years.  .  He  always  opposed  tli^e  violent  and  seditious  prac- 
tices of  Carlostadt,  and  lived  on  the  most  friendly  terms 
with  Luther  and  Melancthon.     At  first  he  thought  Luther 
h,9,d  been  too  violent  in  bis  answer  tp  Henry  VII L  of  Eng- 
ird, but  he  changed  his  opinion,  and  declared  that  the 
^ptbor  bad  treated  that  monarch  with  too  much  lenity. 
.  His  publte  services  were  not  confined  to  Wittemberg. 
la  1 522,  he  was  requested  to  go  to  Hamburgh,  to  dravv 
up  for  them  certain  doctrinal  articles,  the  mode  of  church 
government,  &c.  and  he  also  erected  a  school  in  the  monas- 
tery of  St.  John. '  In  1>530  he  performed  th^  same  service^' 
for  the  reformed  chujrcb  of  Lubeck.    In  1597^  be  was  sol^ 
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cited  by  Christian  king  of  Denmark  to  assist  his  majesty  ib 
promoting  the  reformiation,  and  erecting  schools  in  his  domi- 
nions. Ail  this  he  appears  to  have  performed  on  an  extensive 
scale,  for  his  biographers  inform  us  that  besides  new  mo« 
delling  the  church  of  Denmark,  and  substituting  superin*- 
tendants  for  bishops,  he  appointed  ministers  iii  the  king« 
doms  of  Denmark  and  Norway,  to  the  number  of  twenty* 
four  thousand.  lie  assisted  likewise  in  1 542,  in  the  ad<- 
Tancement  of  the  reformation  in  the  dukedom  of  Brunswick 
and  other  places.  At  length,  after  a  life  devoted  to  theso 
objects,  he  died  April  20,  1558.  He  wrote  a  "  Commen- 
tary on  the  Psalms  ;^*  annotations  on  St.  PauFs  Epistles  j 
^  harmony  of  the  Gospels,  &c.  and  assisted  Luther  ia 
translating  the  bible  into  German.  He  used  to  keep  the 
day  on  which  it  was  finished  as  a  festrval,  callirrg  it  ihb 
^*  Feast  of  the  translation,'*  His  own  works  were  princi- 
pally written  in  Latin.  * 

BULKLEY  (Charles),  a  protestarft  dissenting  minister, 
was  born  in  London,  Oct  18,  1719.  His  mother  was  the 
daughter,  by  a  second  wife,  of  the  celebrated  Matthew 
Henry.  He  was  educated  first  at  Chester,  from  whence 
he  went  to  Dr.  Doddridge's  academy  at  Northampton  in 
1736,  and  commenced  preacher  in  the  summer  of  1740, 
"his  first  settlement  being  at  Welford,  in  Northamptonshire. 
He  appears  to  have  afterwards  removed  to  London,  but 
quitted  the  presbyterian  sect,  was  baptized  by  immersiort, 
and  joined  the  general  baptists.  He  preached '  likewise  aft 
Colchester,  but  how  long  cannot  be  ascertained,  Iti  1749, 
he  was  chosen  minister  of  a  meeting  in  White's  fllley, 
Moorfields.  In  1745,  this  congregation  removed  to  Bar^ 
bican,  and  in  1780  to  Worship -street,  Shoreditch,  wherfe 
it  remained  until  his  death  April  15,  1797.  Befdre  this 
event  his  infirmities  had  unfitted  him  for  public  service"; 
yet  at  one  period  he  must  have  enjoyed  great  popularity, 
as  he  was  chosen  to  succeed  Dr.  James  Foster,  ^in  the  OM 
Jewry  lecture.  Besides  several  single  sermons,  preached 
on  particular  occasions,  he  published  1.  "  Discourses  oh 
several  subjects,**  '  1752.  2.  "A  Vindication  of  Lord 
Shaftesbury's  writings,"  1753.  3.  "Notes  on  Lord  Bo- 
lingbroke's  Philosophical  Writings,"  1755;  8vo.  4,  "  Ob- 
servations on  Natural  Religion  and  Christianity,'  candidly 
proposed  in  a  Review  of  the  Discourses  lately  published 

f 

*  Mclchior  Adam.— Fr«heri  Tfeeatruai.— MilHer's  Ch.  Hist.  vol.  V.  App.  p.  Sk 
— Baxii  OnomasticbQ. 
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by  the  lord  bishop  of  London,''  1757.  5.  ^'  (Economy  of  tb« 
Gospel;"  llS4ff  4to.  6.  **  Discourses  on  the  Parables  and 
Miracles  of  Christ/'  1770,  4  vols.  7.  ^<  Catechetical  Ex- 
ercises," 1774.  8.  <<  Preface  to  notes  on  the  Bible/'  1791, 
itnd  after  his  death,  '^  Notes  on  the  Bible,"  3  vols.  8vo.  ^ « 

BULKLEY  (Peter),  an  English  divine,  was  born  a); 
Woodhill,  in  Bedfordshire,  1582,  and  educated  at  St 
John's  college,  Cambridge,  where  be  obtained  a  fellowship. 
He  had  an  estate  left  to  him  by  his  father,  whom  he  suc<- 
ceeded  in  the  living  of  Woodhill.  Here  he  remained  for 
twenty-one  years,  until  he  was  silenced  for  non-conformity 
by  archbishop  Laud.  On  this  he  converted  his  estate  intp 
monkey,  and  went  to  New  England  in  1635,  and  carrying 
with  him  sK>me  planters,  they  settled  at  a  place  which  they 
l^alled  Concprd,  and  where  they  succeeded  better  tbai| 
JMn  Bul)cley  did,  ivho  sunk  his  property  in  improvements. 
He  died  there. March  9,  1658-9.  His  only  publication 
was  entitled  '^  The  Opspel  Covenant  opened,"  1651,  4t6', 
wbicli  passpd  through  severp.1  editions,  and  was  one  of  the 
^rst  l^ooks  published  in  that  couptry. ' 
'  BUL]L  (Georob),  bishop  of  St  David's,  was  bom 
JMarcb  25,  1634,  in  the  parish  of  St,  Cuthbert,  at  Wellf 
in  Somers^tsWe,  He  was  descended  from  an  ancient  and 
genteel  family,  seated  ^t  Sh^pwick  in  that  county.  Our 
prelate's  father,  Mr.  George  Bull,  dedicated  his  son  to  the 
church  from  \ki9  infancy,  having  declared  at  the  font,  that 
he  designed  him  for  hoJy  orders,  but  he  died  when  George 
was  but  four  years  old,  and  left  him  upder  the  care  of 
^ardians,  with  an  estate  of  two  hundred  pounds  per  an^ 
Tium,  When  l^e  was  fit  to  receive  the  first  rudiments  of 
learning,  he  w^  placed  in  ^  grammar-sqhoql  at  Wells,  from 
-^hence  he  was  90op  removed  to  the  free-schpol  pf  Tiverton, 
in  Deyonshire,  w)iere  he  made  a  very  quick  progress  in 
classical  learning,  ^d  l^epame  qualified  fpr  (he  university 
,|it  fourteep  years  pf  itge, 

He  vfras*  entered  a  comn^onei:  of  {Ixeter- college,  in 
Oxford,  the  10th  of  July,  1648,  under  the  tuition  of  Mf* 
Baidwip  Ajckiand,  and  though  be  lo^t  mu^h  time  in  the 
pursuit  of  pleasures  and  diversions,  yet,  by  the  help  of 
logic,  which  he  mastered  with  little  labour,  and  a  close 
way  pf  reasoning,  which  was  natural  tp  him,  he  soo^ 
gained    the    repu^tipn   pf  a   apiart  disputant,    and   a^ 

I  Evans's  Funeral  Sennon,  ia  Prot  Dissenters  Magazine,  vol.  IV. 
*    {  Ideal's  Histof  PuriUQS,  and  Hist,  of  New  £o^and|  Yoi.  I.  f  39% 
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stich  wad  taken   notice   of  and  encouraged  by  his  su« 
periarsi   particularly  Dr.  Cooant^    rector  of  the  college^ 
and  Dr.  Prideaux,  bishop  of  Worcester^  who  at  that  time 
resided  in  Oxford.     He  continued  in  Exeter-college  tilt 
January,  1640,  at  which  time  having  refused  to  take  the 
oath  to  the  Commonwealth  of  England,  he  retired  with  his 
tutor,   Mr.  Ackland,   who  had  set  him  the  example,  to 
!North-Cadbury,   in   Somersetshire,   where   he  continued 
under  the  care  of  that  good  and  able  man,  till  he  was 
about  nineteen  years  of  age*  -  This  retreat  gave  him  an 
opportunity  of  frequent  converse  with  one  of  his  sisters^ 
whose  good  sense,  and  pious  admonitions,  weaned  hiol 
entirely  from  all  youthful  vanities,  and  influenced  him  to 
a  serious  prosecution  of  his  studies.     And  now,  by  the 
advice  of  his  friends  and  guardians,  he  put  hims<slf  under 
•the  care  of  Mr.  William  Thomas,  rector  of  Ubley,  in  So* 
mersetshire,  a  puritao  divine,  in  whose  house  he  boarded^ 
with  some  of  his  sisters,  for  the  space  of  two  years.     To 
this  gentleman's  principles,  however,  he  had  no  lasting  at«* 
tachment,  and  as  he  advanced  in  reading,  he  began  te 
study  Hooker,  Hammond,  Taylot;,  Episcopius,   &c.  with 
which  his  friend  Mr.  Samuel  Thomas,  the  son  of  bis  hoa^ 
supplied  him,  much  against  the  old  gentleman's  wiU,  whe 
told  his  son  that  he  would  ^  corrupt  Mr.  Bull'*    Soon 
after  he  had  left  Mr.  Thomas,  he  entertained  thoughts  of 
entering  into  holy  orders,  and  for  that  purpose  applied 
himself  to  Dr.  Skinner,  the  ejected  bishop  of  Oxford,  by 
whom  he  was  ordained  deacon  and  priest  in  the  same  day^ 
being  at  that  time  but  twenty<-one  years  of  age,  sod  conr 
sequently  under  the  age  prescribed  by  the  fianans,  with 
which,  however,  in  times  of  such  diiSculty  and  distress^ 
jt  was  thought  fit  to  dispense.   Not  long  after,  he  accepted 
the  small  benefice  of  St.  George's,  near  Bristol,  where* 
by  his  constant  preaching  twice  eVery  Sunday,,  the  method 
he  took  in  governing  his  parish,  his  manner  of  peirforming 
divine  service,  his  exemplary  life  and  great  charities,  he 
entirely  gaiiied  the  affections  of  his  flock,  and  was  very 
instrumental  in  reforming  his  parisbt  which  he  fpupd  over- 
»run  with  quakers  a^nd  other  se<^tarists. 

A  little  occurrence,  soon  after  his  coming  to  this  living, 
contributed  greatly  to  establish  his  reputation  as  a  preacher. 
One  Sunday,  when  he  had  begun  his  sermon,  as  he  was 
turniug  over  his  Bible  to  expUin  some  texts  of  scripture 
wk^ch  hp  had  quoted^   hi;s  uotes,  which  were  wrote  oa 
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several  small  pieces  of  paper,  flew  out  of  his  Bible  into  the 
middle  of  the  church :  many  of  the  congregation  fell  into 
laughter,  concluding  that  their  young  preacher  would  be 
non-plussed  for  want  of  materials ;  but  some  of  the  more 
sober  and  better-natured  sort,  gathered  up  the  scattered 
notes,  and  carried  them  to  him  in  the  pulpit.  Mr.  Bull 
took  them ;  and  perceiving  that  most  of  the  audience^ 
consisting  chiefly  of  sea-faring  persons,  were  rather  in- 
clined to  triumph  over  him  under  that  surprize,  he  clapped 
theiti  into  his  book  again,  and  shut  it^  and  then,  without 
referring  any  more  to  them,  went  on  with  the  subject  he 
)iad  begun.  Another  time,  while  he  was  preaching,  a 
quaker  came  into  the  church,  and  in  the  middle  of  the 
sermpn,  cried  out  *^  George,  come  down,  thou  art  a  false 
l^rophet,  and  a  hireling ;''  whereupon  theparishioners,  who 
lov^d  their  minister  exceedingly,  fell  upon  the  poor  quaker 
with  such  fury,  as  obliged  Mr.  Bull  to  come  -down  out  of 
the  pulpit  to  quiet  them,  and  to  save  him  frgm  the  eflects 
of  their  resentment ;  after  which  he  Went  up  again,  and 
finished  bis  sermon.  The  prevaiUi^  spirit  of  those  times 
Would  not  admit  of  the  public  and  regular  use  of  the  boqik 
of  common-prayer;  but  Mr.  Bull  formed  all  his  public 
devotions  out  of  the  book  of  common  prayer,  and  was 
commended  as  a  person  who  prayed  by  the  spirit,  by  many 
who  condemned  the  commoiv-prayer  as  a  beggarly  element 
imd  carnal  performance.  A:  partii^ular  instance  of  this 
happened  to  him  upon  his  being  sent  for  to  baptize  the 
child  of  a  dissenter  in  bis  parish.  Upon  this  occasion,  he 
made  use  of  the  ofi^ce  of  baptism  as  prescribed  by  the 
churc^  of  England,  MHhich  he .  had  got  entirely  by  hearty 
and  which  be  went  through  with  so  much  reiaidiness,  gra- ' 
vity^  and  devotion,  that  the  whdie  company  were  ex« 
tremely  affected.  After ahe  ceremony,  the  father  of  the 
child  returned  him  a  great  many  thanks,  intimating  at  the 
iSame  time^  with  how  mudh  greater  edification  those 
prayed,  who  entirely  depended  upoti  the  spirit  of  God  fof 
Iiis  assistance  in  their  extempore  effusions,  than  they  did 
who  tied  themselves  up  to  premeditated  forms ;  and  that, 
if  he;  had  not  made  the  sign  of  the  cross,  the  badge  of 

{)opery,  as  he  called  it,  nobody  could  bavd  formed  the 
east  objection  to  his  excellent  prayers.  Upon  which  Mr. 
Bull,  shewed  hini  the  office  of  baptism  in  the  liturgy, 
wherein  was  contained  every  prayer  ne  had  used  On  that 
occasion  ;  which,  with  other  arguments  offered  by  Mr^ 
jgttli  iA  favour  of .  the  common  prayer;,  wrought  so  ^Sw^ 
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.tuaUy  upon  the  good  old  man,  and  his  whole  family,  thut 
iironi  that  time  they  became  constant  attendants  on  the 
public  service  of  the  church.  • 

Whilst  he  remained  minister  of  this  parish,  the  provi- 
denee  of  God  wonderfully  interposed  for  the  preser?ation 
of  his  life ;  for  his  lodgings  being  near  a  powder-mill,  Mr. 
Morgan,  a  gentleman  of  tbe  parish,  represented  to  him 
the  danger  of  his  situation,  and  at  the  same  time  invited 
him  to  bis  own  house.  Mr.  Bull,  at  first,  modestly  de- 
clined the  offer,  but  after  some  importunity  accepted  it; 
*and,  not-many  days  after  bis  removal  to  Mr.  Morgan's,  the 
mill  was  blown  up,  and  his  apartment  with  it.  In  thispatt 
of  his  life  he^took  a  journey  on^e  a  year  to  Oxford,  whei^ 
he  stayed  about  two  months,  to  enjoy  the  benefit  of  the 
.public  libraries.  In  his  way  to  and  from  Oxford/  he  always 
paid  a  visit  to  sir  William  Masters,  of  Cirencester,  by 
which  means  he  contracted  an  intimacy  with  Mr.  Alex- 
ander Gregory,  the  minister  of  the  place,  afid  after  some 
time  married  Bridget,  one  of  his  daughters,  on  the  fiOth 
ofMay^  1658.  The  same  year  he  was  presented  by  the 
lady  Pool,  to  tbe  rectory  of  Suddington  St.  Mary,  near 
.Cirencester,  in  Gloucestershire.  Tbe  next  year,  1659, 
be  was  made  privy  to  the  design  of  a  geneiral  insurrec- 
tion in  .favour  of  king  Charles  II.  and  several  gentlemen 
of  that  neighbourhood  who  were  in  the  secret,  chose 
his  house  at  Suddington  for  one  of  the  places  of  their 
meeting.  Upon  the  restoration,  Mr.  Bull  frequently 
preached  for  his  father-in-law,  Mr.  Gregory,  at  Ci«« 
rencester,  where  there  was  a  large  and  populous  con* 
gregation;  and  his  sermons  gave  such  general  satisfaction, 
that,  upon  a  vacancy,  the  people  were  very  solicitous  to 
have  procured  for  him  the  presentation ;  but  the  largeness 
of  the  parish,  and  the  great  duty  attending  it,  deterred 
him  from  consenting  to  the  endeavours  they  were  making 
iTor  that  purpose.  In  1662,  he  was  presented  by  tbe  lord 
high«chancellor,  the  earl  of  Clarendon,  to  the  vicarage  of 
Suddington  St.  Peter,  which  lay  contiguous  to  Suddington 
'  St.  Mary,  at  the  request  of  his  diocesan  Dr.  Nicholson,, 
bishop  of  Gloucester,  both  livings  not  exceeding  100/.  a 
year.  When  Mn  Bull  came  first  to  the  rectory  of  Sud* 
dington,  he  began  to  be  more  open  in  the  use  of  the  li- 
turgy of  the  church  of  England,  though  it  was  not  yet 
.  restored  by  the  return  of  the  king ;  for,  being  desired  to 
marry  a  couple,  he  performed  the  ceremony,  on  a  Sunday 
morning,  ia  the  face  of  tbe  whole  congregation,  according 
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to  the  fottn  prescribed  by  tbe  book  of  common -pray ^* 
He  took  the  same  method  in  governing  these  parishes,  as 
in  that  of  St.  George^ s,  and  with  tbe  same  success;  ap» 
plying  himself  with  great  dtiigence  to  the  discharge  of  his 
pastoral  functions,  and  setting  the  people  an  admirable 
iCzample  in  tbe  government  and  oeconomy  of  his  own 
family^*  During  his  residence  here, -he  had  an  opporto* 
nity  of  confirming  two  ladies  of  quality  in  the  protestant 
communion,  who  were  reduced  to  a  wavering  state  of  mind 
by  ^e  artsand  subtleties  of  the  Romish  missionaries.  Tbe 
only  dissenters  he  had  in  his  parish  were  quakers ;  whose 
extravagances  often  gave  him  no  small  uneasiness.  In 
tills  part  of  his  life,  Mr.  BuU  prosecuted  his  studies  wk)i 
great  application,  and  composed  most  of  his  works  during 
the  twenty-seven  years  that  he  was  rector  of  Suddington. 
Several  tracts,  indeed,  which  cost  him  much  pains,  are  en« 
tirely  lost,  through  his  own  neglect  in  preserving  them ; 
particularly  a  treatise  on  the  posture  used  by  tbe  ancient 
Christians  in  receiving  the  Eucharist;  a  letter  to  Dr.  Pear« 
son  concerning  the  genuineness  of  St.  Ignatius's  epistles;  a 
long  one  to  Mr.  Glaavii,  formerly  minister  of  Bath,  con* 
-cerning  tbe  eternity  of  future  punishments ;  and  another^ 
on  the  subject  of  popery,  to  a  person  of  very  great  quality. 
In  166d,  he  published  his  Apostolical  Harmony,  with  a 
view  to  settle  the  peace  of  the  church,  upon  a  point  of  the 
utnoost  importance  to  all  its  members ;  and  he  dedicated  it 
to  Dr.  William  Nicholson,  bishop  of  Gloucester.  This 
performance  was  greatly  disliked,  at  first,  by  many  of  the 
clergy,  and  others,  on  account  of  the  author's  departing 
therein  from  the  private  opinions  of  some  doctors  of  the 
church,  and  his  manner  of  reconciling  the  two  apostles  St 
Paul  and  St.  James,  as  to  the  doctrine  of  justification.  It 
was  particularly  opposed  by  Dr.  Morley,  bishop  of  Win- 

f  Every  morning  and  evening  tbe  constant  frame  and  temper  of  his  mio4 

family  were  called  to  prayers,  wtijch  was  so  truly  devout,  that  be  would  fre- 

were  either  those  composed  by  bishop  queatly  in  the  day-time;  as  oecaaioii 

Taylor,  or  taken  out  of  <<  The  Com-  offered,  use  short  prayers  and  ejacula* 

men  Prayer  book  the  best   (ompa-  tions;  and  when  he  was  sitting  in  si- 

jiion.'*    A  portion   of  Scripture  was  lence'  in  his  family,  and  they,  as  he 

read  at  the  same  time,  with  the  addi-  thought,  intent  upon  oth^^r  mattenr,  b* 

tion,  on  Sunday  evenings,  or  a  cbnpter  would  often  with  an  inexpressible  air 

out  of  the  «  Whole  Duty  ofWan."     If  of  great  seriousness,  lift  up  his  hands 

»ny  of  his  servants  could  not  read,  *he  and  ey«s  to  heaven,  and  sometimes 

%rould  as»ign  one  of  the  family  to  be  drop  tears.    He  was  very  frequent,  andf 

their  teacher ;  and  no  neglect  of  duly  earnest    in  his  private  devotions,   of 

in  them  offended  him  so  much  as  their  which  singing  psalqis  always  made  ^ 

iJl^senoe  froa»  the  family  devotions.  "fhiB  jpart^  ..  ./j 
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Chester^  Dr.  Barlow,  Margaret^profeksor  of  divinity  at  Ox^ 
ford ;  Mr.  Charles  GaUiker,  a  presbyterian  divine;;  Mr.  Jo* 
3eph  Truman,  a  non-conformist  minister ;  Dr.  Tully^  prin^ 
cipal  of  St.  Edmund' s-haH ;  Mr.  John  Tombes,  a  famouf 
anabaptist  preacher ;  Dr.  Lewis  Du  Moulin,  an  indepenr 
dent ;  and  by  M.  De  Marets,  •  a  French  writer,  who'  tells 
us,  *^  that  the  author^  though  a  professed  priest  of  tb« 
church  of  England,  was  more  addicted  to  the  papists,  re-> 
monstrants,  and  Socinians,  than  to  th^  orthodox  party.** 
Towards  the  end  of  1675,  Mr.  Bull  published  his  ^'  Exslt 
men  Censurse,''  &c.  in  answer  to  Mr.  Gataker,  and  hia 
^^Apologia  pro  Harmonia,"  &c.  in  reply  to  Dr.  Tully,  Mr* 
BttlPs  notion  on  this  subject  w^  "  That  good  work^  which 
proceed  from  faith,  and  are  conjoined  with  faith,  area 
necessary  condition  required  from  us  by  God,  to  the  end 
that  by  the  new  and  evangelical  covenant,  obtained  by 
apd  sealed  in  the  blood  of  Christ  the  Mediator  of  it,  we 
juay  be  justified  according  to  his  free  and  unmerited 
grace.''  In  this  doctrine,  and  throughout  the  whole  book^ 
Mr.  Bull  absolutely  excludes  all  pretensions  to  merit  oa 
the  part  of  men ;  but  the  work  nevertheless  excited  the 
jealousy  of  many  able  divines  both  in  the  church  and 
among  the  dissenters,  as  appears  from  the  above  list. 
About  three  years  after,  he  was  promoted  by  the  earl  of 
Nottingham,  then,  lord  chancdlor,  to  a  prebend  ki  the 
church  of  Gloucester,  in  which  he  was  installed  the  9th  of 
October,  1678.  In  1680,  he  finished  his  ^<  Defence  of 
the  Nicene  Faith,"  of  which  he  had  given  a  hint  five  years 
before  in  his  Apology.  This  performance,  which  is  levelled 
against  the  Arians  and  Socinians  on  one  hand,  and  the 
Tritheists  and  Sabellians  on  the  other,  was  received  with 
universal  applause,  and  its  fame  spread  into  foreign  coun-* 
tries,  where  it  was  highly  esteemed  by  the  best  judges  of 
antiquity,  though  of  different  persuasions.  Five  years  after 
its  publication,  the  author  was  presented,  by  Philip  Shep- 
pard,  esq.  to  the  rectory  of  Avening  iu  Gloucestershire,  a 
very  large  parish,  and  worth  two  hundred  pounds  per  aju 
num.  The  people  of  this  parish,  being  many  of  them 
very  dissolute  and  immoral,  and  many  more  disaffected  to 
the  church  of  England,  gave  him  for  some  time  great  trou« 
hie  and  uneasiness ;  but,  by  his  prudent  conduct  and  dWu 
gent  discharge  of  his  duty,  he  at  last  got  the  better  of  their* 
prejudices,  and  converted  their  dislike  iuto  the  most  cor<r 
4i#^l  love  and  ajSection  tows^rd?  him*     {i^  bad  qot  been 
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long  at  Aveningy  before  he  was  promoted,  by  archbishop 
Sancroft,  to  the  archdeaconry  of  LandaflF,  in  which  he  wsui( 
installed  the  20th  of  June,  16S6.  He  was  invited  soon 
after  to  Oxford,  where  the  degree  of  doctor  in  divinity 
was  conferred  upon  him  by  that  university,  without  the 
payment  of  the  usual  fees,  in  consideration  of  the .  gpreat 
and  eminent  services  he  had  done  the^church.  During  the 
TeigR  of  James  II.  the  doctor  preached  very  warmly  against 
popery,  with  which  the  nation  was  then  threatened.  Some 
time  after  the  revolution,  he  was  put  into  the  commission 
of  the  peace,  and  continued  in  it,  with  some  little  inter* 
ruption,  till  be  was  made  a  bishop.  In  1694,  whilst  he 
continued  rector  of  Avening,  he  published  his  *^  Judicium 
Ecelesiffi  CathoHcas,  &c."  in  defence  of  the  **  Anathema,'* 
«s  his  former  book  had  been  of  the  Faith,  decreed  by  the 
first  council  of  Nice*.  The  last  treatise  which  Dr.  Bull 
wrote,  was  his  **  Primitive  Apostolical  Tradition,"  &c.- 
«gainst  Daniel  Zwicker,  a  Prussian.  All  Dr.  Bull's  Latin 
works,  which  he  had  published  by  himself  at  different  times^ 
were  collected  together,  and  printed  in  1703,  in  one  vo- 
lume in  folio,  under  the  care  and  inspection  of  Dr.  John 
Ernest  Grabe,  the  author's  age  and  infirmities  disabling 
him  from  undertaking  this  edition.     The  ingenious  editor 

^  Mr.  NclsoB,  soon  after  the  pobli-  others  anembled  in  the  88in0  ehurcfa^ 

cation  of  this  work,  sent  it  as  a  present  can  continue  a  moment  without  ac-> 

to  Mr.  Bossuet,  bishop  of  Meaux.  That  knowledging  her.     Or,  let  him  tell  me, 

jprelate    oomniunicat!^  it   to  several  sir,  what  he  means  by  the  term  catholic 

other  <Freacb  bishops,  the  result  of  church }  Is  it  the  church  of  Rome,  and 

which  was,  that  Mr.  Nelson  was  desired  those  that  adhere  to  her  ?  Is  it  the 

in  a  letter  from  the  bishop  of  Meaux,  church  of  England  ?  Is  it  a  confused 

not  only  to  return  Dr.  Bull  his  humble  heap  of  societies,  separated  the  one 

ihankii»  but  the  unfeigned  congratula-  from  the  other  ?  And  how  can  they  be' 

lions  also  of  the  whole  clergy  of  France,  that  kiogdom  of  Christ,   not  dirided 

then  asschibled  at  St.  Germain's,  fbr  against  itself,  and  which  shall  never 

the  great  service  he  had  done  to  the  perish  ?  It  would  be  a  great  satisfac- 

icatholic  church,  in  so  well  defending  tioa  to  me  to  receive  some  answer.up* 

tier  determination,'  concerning  the  ne-  on  this  subject,  that  might  explain  tba 

isessity  of  believing  the  divinity  of  the  opinion   of  so  weighty  and  solid  an 

^Bof  God.    In  that  letter  the  bishop  author."  Dr.  Bull  answered  the  queries 

of  Meaux  expresses  himself  in  the  fof-  proposed  in  this  letter ;    but  just  as 

lowing  terms:  «  Dr.  Ball's  perform-  his  answer  came  to  Mr.  Nelson's  hand  t» 

•nee  is  admirable,  the  miatter  he  treats  the  bishop  died.     However,  Dr.  Bull's 

i>f  could  not  be  explained  with  greater  answer  was  publishedi  and  a  second 

learning  and  judgment;  but  there  is  edition  printed  at  London,  1707,   in 

one  thing  1  wonder  at,  which  is,  that  12mo,  under  the  following  title :  **  The 

so  great  a  man,  who  speaks  so  adyan-  corruptions  of  the  church  of  Rome,  in 

iageously  of  the  church,  of  salvation  relation  to  ecclesiastical  government, 

which  is  obtained  only  in  unity  with  the  rule  of  faith,  and  form  of  diviQie 

her,  and  of  the  infallible  assistance  of  worship :  In  answer  to  the  bishop  of 

the  Holy  Ghost  in  the  council  of  Nice,  Meaux's  queries/* 
vJueb  iofert  the  aame  assistance  for  all  ' 
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illustrated  the  work  with  many  learned  annt^tatious,  and, 
ushered  it  into  the  world  with  an  excellent  preface.  Dr. 
Bull  was  in  the  seven ty-first  year  of  his  age,  when  he  waa 
siqquainted  with  her  majesty's  gracious  intention  of  con- 
ferring on  him  the  bishopric  of  St.  David's;  which  promo-* 
tion  he  at  first  declined,  on  account  of  his  ill  state  of  health 
i^nd  advanced  years ;  but,  by  the  importunity  of  his  friends, 
and  strong  solicitations  from  the  governors,  of  the  church, 
he  was  at  last  prevailed  jupon  to  accept  it,  and  was  accord- 
ingly consecrated  in  Lambeth-chapel,  the  29th  of  April, 
1705.  Two  years  after,  he  lost  his  eldest  son,  Mr.  George 
Bull,  who  died  of  the  small-pox  the  I  Ith  of  May,  1707,  ia 
the  thirty-seventh  year  of  his  age.  Our  prelate  took  hi» 
seat  in  the  house  of  lords  in  that  memorable  session,,  when 
the  bill  passed  for  the  union  of  the  two  kingdoms,  and 
spoke  in  a  debate  which  happened  upon  that  occasion^  in 
favour  of  the  church  of  England.  About  July  after  hit 
consecration,  he  went  into  his  diocese,  and  was  received 
with  all  imaginable  demonstrations  of  respect  by  the  gen- 
ti'y  and  clergy.  The  episcopal  palace  at  Aberguilly  being 
much  out  of  repair,  he  chose  the  town  of  Brecknock  for 
the  place  of  his  residence ;  but  was  obliged,  about  half  ^ 
year  before  his  death,  to  remove  from  thence  to  Aber- 
marless,  for  the  benefit  of  a  freer  air.  He.  resided  con- 
atantly  in  his  diocese,  and  carefully  discharged  all  the  epis- 
copal functions.  Though  bishop  Bull  was  a  great  admirer 
of  our  ecclesiastical  constitution,  yet  he  would  often  la- 
ment the  distressed  state  of  the  cnurch  of  England,  chiefly 
owing  to  the  decay  of  ancient  discipline,  and  the  great 
number  of  lay- impropriations,  which  he  considered  as  a 
fl(pecies  of  sacrilege,  and  insinuated  that  he  had  known  in- 
stances- of  its  being  punished  by  the  secret  curse  which 
hapgs  over  sacrilegious  persons.  Some  time  before  his 
last  sickness,  he  entertained  thoughts  of  addressing  a  cir- 
cular letter  to  all  his  clergy ;  and,  after  his  death,  there  was* 
found  among  his  papers  one  drawn  up  to  that  purpose.  He 
Iiad  greatly  impaired  his  health,  by  too  intense  and  unsea-^ 
spnable  an  application  to  his  studies,  and,  on  the  27th  of 
September,  1709,  was  taken  with  a  violent  fit  of  coughing^ 
which  brought  on  a  spitting  of  blood.  About  the  begia- 
ning  of  February  following,  he  was  seized  with  a  distem- 
per, supposed  to  be  an  ulcer,  or  what  they  call  the  inward 
^ileS;  of  which  he  died  the  17th  of  the  same  month,  and 
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was  buried,  about  a  week  after  his  deat^,  at  BreckhocE^ 
leaving  bebind  him  but  two  children  out  of  eleven. 

He  was  tall  of  stature,  and  in  his  younger  years  thin  and 
pale^  but  fuller  and  more  sanguine  in  the  middle  and  lat* 
ter  part. of  his  age;  his  sight  quick  and  strong,  and  his 
constitution  firm  and  vigorous,  till  indefatigable  readings 
and  nocturnal  studies,  to  which  he  was  i^ery  much  ad- 
dicted, had   first  impaired,    and  at  length   quite   extin- 
guished the  one,  and  subjected  the  other  to  many  infir- 
mities; for  his  sight  failed  him  entirely,  and  his  strength   . 
to  a  great  degree,  some  years  before  he  died.     But  what- 
ever other  bodily  indispositions  he  contracted,  by  intense 
thinking,  and  a  sedentary  life,  his  head  was  always  free^ 
and  remained  unaffected  to  the  last.     As  to  the  tempera- 
ture and   complexion   of  his  body,    that  of  melancholy 
seemed  to  prevail,  but  never  so  far  as  to  indispose  his  mind 
for  study  and  conversation.    The  vivacity  of  his  natural 
temper  exposed  him  to  sharp  and  sudden  fits  of  anger, 
which  were  but  of  short  continuance,    and  sufficiently 
Atoned  for  by  the  goodness  and  tenderness  of  his  nature 
towards  all  his  domestics.     He  had  a  firmness  and  con- 
stancy of  mind  which  made  him  not  easily  moved  when  he 
had  once  fixed  his  purposes  and  resolutions.     He  had  early 
a  true  sense  of  religion  ;  and  though  he  made  a  short  ex<- 
cursion  into  the  paths  of  vanity,  yet  ^e  was  entirely  re- 
covered a  considerable  time  before  he  entered  into  holy 
orders.     His  great  learning  was  tempered  with  that  modest 
yand  humble  opinion  of  it,   that  it  thereby  shone  with 
greater  lustre.     His  actions  were  no  less  instructive  than 
his  conversation ;    for  his  exact  knowledge  of  the  holy 
scriptures,  and  of  the  writings  of  the  primitive  fathers  of 
the  church,  had  so  effectual  an  influence  upon  his  practice^ 
that  it  was  indeed  a  fair,  entire,  and  beautiful  image  of  the 
prudence  and  probity,  simplicity  and  benignity,  humility 
and  charity,  purity  and  piety,  of  the  primitive  Christians. 
During  his  sickness,    his  admirable  patience  under  ex- 
quisite pains,  and  his  continual  prayers,  made  it  evident     « 
that  his  mind  was  much  fuller  of  God  than  of  his  illness  ; 
and  he  entertained  those  that  attended  him  with  such 
beautiful  and  lively  descriptions  of  religion  and  another 
world,  as  if  hb  had  a  much  clearer  view  than  ordinary  of 
what  he  believed. 
Bishop  BuU^s  Sermons,  and  the  larger  discourses^  were 


Jiublisbed  in  1713,  3  vols.  8vo,  by  Robert  Nelson,  esq. 
with  a  Life,  occupying  a  fourth  volume,  which  was  also 
published  separately.  Some  of  the  sermons  are  on  curioQs 
subjects,  and  seem  rather  ingenious  than  edifying,  but  a$ 
BQ  assertor  of  the  doctrine  of  the  Trinity,  bishop  Bull  must 
be  allowed  torankamon^  the  ablest  divines  of  the  last  age.  ^ 
BULL  (John),  a  celebrated  musician,  and  doctor  in 
that  faculty,  was  descended  from  a  family  of  that  name  in 
Somersetshire,  and  born  about  the  year  1563.  Having 
discovered  an  excellent  natural  genius  for  music,  he  wash 
educated  in  that  science,  when  very  young,  under  Mr. 
William  Blitheman,  an  eminent  master,  and  organist  of 
the  chapel  to  queen  Elizabeth.  On  the  9th  of  July  1586 
be  was  admitted  bachelor  of  music  at  Oxford,  having  ex- 
ercised that  art  fourteen  years ;  and,  we  are  told,  he  would 
have  proceeded  in  that  university  '^  bad  he  not  n^t  with 
clowns  and  rigid  puritans  there,  that  could  not  endure 
church-music.''  Some  time  after,  he  was  created  doctor 
of  inusic  at  Cambridge ;  but  in  what  year  is  uncertain, 
there  being  a  deficiency  in  the  register.  In  1591  he  waff 
appointed  organist  of  the  Queen's  chapel,  in  the  room  o£ 
Mr.  Blitheman,  deceased ;  and  on  the  7th  of  July,  the 
year  following,  be  was  incorporated  doctor  of  music  at 
Oxford.  He  was  greatly  admired  for  his  fine  hand  on  the 
organ,  as  well  as  for  his  compositions ;  several  of  which 
have  been  long  since  published  in  musical  collections, 
besides  a  large  number  in  manuscript,  that  made  a  part  of 
the  curious  and  valuable  collection  of  music  lately  reposited 
in  the  library  of  Dr.  Pepusch.  Upon  the  establishment  of 
Gresham-college,  Dr.  Bull  was  chosen  the  first  professor 
of  music  there,  about  the  beginning  of  March  1596, 
through  the  recommendation  of  queen  Elizabeth ;  and  not 
being  able  to  speak  in  Latin,  he  was  permitted  to  deliver 
his  lectures  altogether  in  English;  which  practice,  so  far 
as  appears,  has  been  ever  since  continued,  though  the 
professors  of  that  science  have  often  been  men  of  learning. 
In  1601,  his  health  being  impaired,  sp  that  he  was  un« 
able  to  perform  the  duty  of  his  place,  he  went  to  travel, 
having  obtained  leave  to  substitute,  as  his  deputy,,  Mr. 
Thomas  Birde,  son  of  Mr.  William  Birde,  one  of  the  gen- 
tlemen of  her  majesty's  chapel.  He  continued  abroad 
^bove  a  yean    After  the  death  of  queen  Elizabeth,  ouf 

*  lafe,  by  NeUW:— Bi«f.  Brit. 
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professor  became  chief  organist  to  king  James  I.  and  De^ 
cember  the  20thy  the  same  year,  he  resigned  his  profes- 
sorship of  Gresham*coHege ;  but  for  what  reason  is  npt 
known.  In  1613  he  again  left  England,  induced,  pro«- 
bably,  by  the  declining  reputation  of  church-music,  which 
at  this  time  had  not  that  regard  paid  to  it,  that  had  been 
formerly.  He  went  directly  into  the  Netherlands,  where, 
about  Michaelmas,  the  same  year,  he  was  received  into  the 
service  of  the  archduke ;  and  Mr.  Wood  says  he  died  at 
Hamburgh,  or  (as  others,  who  remember  him,  have  said) 
at  Lubeck.  His  picture  is  yet  preserved  in  the  music- 
school  at  Oxford,  among  other  famous  professors  ^of  that 
science,  which  hang  round  the  room. 

Ward  has  given  a  long  list  of  his  compositions  in  ma-> 
nbscript ;  but  the  only  works  in  print  are  his  lessons  in 
the  collection  entitled  ^^  Parthenia,*'  the  first  music  that 
ever  was  printed  for  the  virginals.  He  appears  from  some 
lessons  in  this  work,  to  have  possessed  a  power  of  execu- 
tion on  the  harpsichord  far  beyond  what  is  generally  con- 
ceived of  the  masters  of  that  time.  But  Dr.  Burney,  who 
has  entered  very  largely  into  the  character  of  his  music, 
seems  to  think  that  it  evinces  more  labour  than  genius,  and 
that  the  great  difficulty  of  performing  it  is  poorly  recom-* 
pensed  by  the  effect  produced. ' 

BULLEN.     See  BOLEYNE. 

BULLER  (Sir  Francis),  hart,  a  judge  of  the  court  of 
king^s-benoh  and  common-pleas,  the  sou  of  James  Buller, 
esq.  member  of  parliament  for  the  county  of  Cornwall,  by 
Jane,  his  second  wife,  one  of  the  daughters  of  Allen  earl 
Bathurst,  was  born  iif  1745^  and.  educated  at  a  private 
school  in  the  west  of  England.  After  this  he  removed  to 
London,  and  was  admitted  of  the  Inner  Temple,  Feb.  1763, 
and  became  a  pupil  of  sir  William  Ashurst,  who  was  at 
that  time  a  very,  eminent  special-pleader,  but  whom,  it 
has  been  thought,  he  excelled.  He  was  always  ranked 
among  the  most  eminent  of  the  profession  in  this  branch, 
and  his  business,  as  a  common-law  draughtsman,  was  im« 
mediate,  and  immense.  His  practice  also  at  the  bar,  to 
which  he  was  called  by  the  honourable  society  of  the 
Middle  Temple  in  Easter  Term,  1772,  was  at  first  cod- 
siderable,  and  in  a  very  short  period,  became  equal  to 

^  Biog.  Brit— Wood's  Fasti,  vol  t«-Biirney  tnd  Hawkins's  Hist,  of  Music. 
—Ward's  Greslmii  Professon. 
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.that  of  almost  any.of  his  brethren.  Devoting  himself  en- 
tirely to  it,  he  never  came  into  parliament.  On  Nov.  24^ 
1777,  he  was  appointed  king's-coiinsel,  and  on  the,27th 
of  the  same  month,  second  judge  of  the  Chester  circuit. 
In  Easter  term,  May  6,  1778,  by  the  patronage  of  lord 
Mansfield,  who  had  a  high  opinion  of  his  talents,  he  was 
made  a  judge  of  the  king's-bench,  in  the  room  of  sir 
Richard  Aston.  During  the  indisposition  of  lord  Mans- 
field, for  the  last  three  or  four  years  that  he  held  the  office 
of  chief  justice,  sir  Francis  Buller  executed  almost  all  th^ 
business  at  the  sittings  at  nisi  priuSy  with  great  ability, 
and  lord  Mansfield  left  him  2000/.  in  his  will,  which,  it  is 
said,  Mr.  justice  Buller  declined  receiving  of  his  lordship^, 
when  ofFc^red  as  a  compensation  for  his  trouble.  On  the 
resignation  of  lord  Mansfield,  his  expectations  were  di- 
rected to  the  succession  to  the  high  office  so  long  and 
ably  filled  h</  that  venerable  lawyer,  but,  for  various  rea- 
sons, sir  Lloyd  Kenyon  was  preferred.  In  1794,  in  con- 
sequence of  his  declining  state  of  health,  which  rendered 
him  unequal  to  the  laborious  duties  of  that  court,  he  was, 
on  the  death  of  judge  Gould,  removed  to  the  court  of 
common-pleas,  but  his  health  still  continuing  to  decay,  h^ 
Was  about  to  have  obtained  his  majesty's  leave  to  resign, 
when  he  died  suddenly,  at  his  house  in  Bedford-square, 
June  4,  1800,  and  was  interred  in  a  vault  in  St.  Andrew's 
burying-ground.  He  was  created  a  baronet  in  1789,  and 
was  succeeded  in  titles  and  estate  by  his  son  sir  F.  Buller 
Yarde,  which  last  name  he  took  for  an  estate.  Sir  Francis 
Buller  was  allowed  to  be  ably  and  deeply  versed  in  the 
law,  and  was  certainly  more  disting|iisbed  for  substantial 
than  showy  talents.  His  eloquence  at  the  bar  was  seldqai 
admired,  but  his  addresses  from  the  bench  were  perspi- 
cuous, dignified,  and  logical.  He  possessed  great  quick- 
ness of  perception,  saw  the  consequences  of  a  fact,  and 
the  drift  of  an  argument  at  its  first  opening,  and  could 
immediately  reply  to  an  unforeseen  objection,  but  was  on 
some  occasions  thought  rather  hasty.  He  seldom,  how- 
ever, formed  his  opinions  without  due  consideration, 
and  was  particularly  tenacious  of  what  he  bad  thus  con- 
sidered. 

As  a  writer  he  has'conferred  some  obligations  on  the  pro- 
fession. His  "  Introduction  to  the  law  relative  to  Trials  at 
Nisi  Prius,^^  1772, 4to,  has  passed  through  six  editions,  with 
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occasional  corrections  and  additions,  the  last  of  which  was 
printed  in  1793,  and  is  considered  as  a  standard  work.  ^ 

BULLET  (John  Baptist),  a  learned  French  writer, 
member  of  the  academies  of  Besangon,  Lyons,  and  Dijon, 
and  a  corresponding  member  of  the  academy  of  inscrip- 
tions, was  born  in  1699,  and  was  professor  of  divinity  in 
thie  university  of  Besangon  from  the  year  1728  ;  and  after- 
wards-dean.  He  had  a  surprising  memory,  and  although 
devoted  to  controversial  studies,  was  of  a  mild  and  affable 
disposition.  His  works  are  of  two  kinds ;  some  turning 
on  religious  matters,  and  others  on  literary  inquiry.  They 
are  all  accurate  and  solid ;  but  we  are  not  to  look  in  them 
for  elegance  of  style.  The  principal  of  them  are:  I.  "  His- 
tory of  the  establishment  of  Christianity,  taken  from  Jewish 
and  Pagan  authors  alone,"  1764,  4to.  2.  *'  The  exist- 
ence of  God  demonstrated  by  nature,"  2  vols.  8vo.  3. 
"  Answer  to  some  objections  of  unbelievers  to  the  Bible," 
3  vols.  12mo.  4.  "  De  apostolica  ecclesiaj  Gallicanae  ori- 
gine,"  1752,  12mo.  5.  "  Memoirs  on  the  Celtic  tongue,'' 
1754-59,  3  vols.  fol.  6.  "  Researches  into  the  history  of 
Cards,"  1757,  8vo.  7.  "  A  dissertation  on  the  history  of 
France,"   1757,  8vo. 

Of  these  works,  the  first  was  translated  into  English,  and 
published  in  1776,  under  the  title  of  *' The  History,  &c, 
translated  by  William  Salisbury,  B.  D.  with  notes  by  the 
translator,  and  some  strictures  on  Mr.  Gibbon's  account 
of  Christianity,  and  its  first  teachers,"  Svo.  This  is  a 
very  valuable  work,  but  the  original  was  long  a  scarce  one 
in  this  country.  Dr.  Lardner,  before  he  published  the 
third  volume  of  his  "/Collection  of  Testimonies,"  endea- 
voured to  procure  a  copy,  but, without  success,  and  was 
therefore  obliged  to  publish  his  last  volume  without  being 
able  to  make  any  use  of  it.  Dr.  Lardner's  work  is  un- 
doubtedly more  complete  and  perfect,  but  the  present 
contains  within  a  narrow  compass,  and  therefore  more 
useful  to  the  general  reader,  a  clear  and  distinct  view  of 
the  facts  on  which  Christianity  is  founded,  during  the  first 
three  centuries,  which  are  by  far  the  most  important. 
There  are  also  in  professor  Bullet's  work  some  useful 
things  which  are  not  in  Lardner;  particularly  a  vindica- 
tion of  certain  contested  proofs;  an  argument  in  favour  of 
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the  Christian  cause,  built  upon  the  supposed  silence  of 
Josephus  concerning  Jesus  Christ,  &c.  His  plan  is  also 
different  from  Lardner's,  forming  a  connected  discourse, 
without-  interruption,  and  therefore  probably  better  suited 
to  a  numerous  class  o^  readers. 

Our  learned  professor's  "  Researches  into  the  history  of 
Cards"  is  at  least  amui*ing;  but  his  "  Memoires  sur  la 
kmgue  Celtique"  contributed  most  to  his  reputation  as  a 
scholar  of  profound  research.  In  these  he  has  endeavoured 
to  prove  that  all  Europeans  are  descended  from  one  com- 
mon origin,  and,  consequently,  now  speak  only  different 
dialects  of  the  same  language.  '  In  this  investigation  an 
immense  number  of  books  and  MSS.  appear  to  have  been 
consulted,  and  he  made  some  progress  in  all  the  languages 
of  the  earth,  and  had  recourse  to  every  living  and  dead 
tongue,  where  the  smallest  vestiges  of  the  Celtic  were  to 
be  found.  In  his  diss<ertations  on  different  subjects  of  the 
history  of  France  aremany  curious  inquiries.  * 

BULLEYN  (William),  a  learned  English  physician* 
and  botanist,  was  descended  from  an  ancient  family,  and 
born  in  the  isle  of  Ely,  about  the  beginning  of  Henry  the 
Eighth's  reign.  He  was  bred  up  at  Cambridge,  as  some 
say,  at  Oxford  according  to  others ;  but  probably  both 
those  nurseries  of  learning  had  a  share  in  his  education. 
We  know,  however,  but  little  of  his  personal  history, 
though  he  was  famous  in  his  profession,  and  a  member  of 
the  college  of  physicians  in  Lonc^ou,  except  what  we  are 
able  to  collect  from  his  works.  Tanner  says,  that  he  was 
a  divine  as  well  as  a  physician ;  that  he  wrote  a  book 
against  transubstantiation  ;  and  that  in  June  1550  he  was 
inducted  into  the  rectory  of  Blaxhall,  in  Suffolk,  which 
he  resigned  in  November  1554.  From  his  works  we  leara 
that  he  had  been  a  traveller  over  several  parts  of  Germany, 
Scotland,  and  especially  England ;  and  he  seems  to  have 
made  it  his  business  to  acquaint  himself  with  the  natural 
history  of  each  place,  and  with  the  products  of  its  soit 
It  appears,  however,  that  he  was  more  permanently  settled 
at  Durham,  where  he  practised  physic  with  great  repu- 
tation ;  and,  among  others  of  the  most  eminent  inhabitants, 
was  in  great  favour  with  sir  Thomas  Hilton,  knight,  baron 
of  Hilton,  to  whom  he  dedicated  a  book  in  the  last  year 
of  queen  Mary's  reign.     In  1560,  he  went  to  London^ 
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wberei  to  bi^  infinite  surprise,  he  found  himself  accused 
by  Mr.  William  Hilton  of  Biddick,  of  having  murdered  his 
brother,  the  baron  aforesaid ;  who  really  died  among  his 
own  friends  of  a  malignant  fevei'.  The  innocent  doctor 
was  easily  cleared,  yet  his  enemy  hired  some  ruffians  to 
assassinate  him,  and  when  disappointed  in  this,  arrested 
Dr.  BuUeyn  in  an  action,  and  confined  him  in  prison  a 
long  time ;  where  he  wrote  some  of  his  medical  treatises. 
He  was  a  very  learned,  experienced,  and  able  physician. 
He  was  very  intimate  with  the. works  of  the  ancient  phy- 
sicians and  naturalists,  both  Greek,  Roman,  and  Arabian. 
He  was  also  a  man  of  probity  and  piety,  and  though  he 
lived  in  the  times  of  popery,  does  not  appear  to  have  been 
tainted  with  its  principles.  He  died  Jan.  7,  1576,  and 
was  buried  in  the  same  grave  with  his  brother  Richard 
Bulleyn,  a  divine,  who  died  thirteen  years  before,  in  the 
church  of  St.  Giles,  Cripplegate.  There  is  an  inscription 
on  their  tomb,  with  some  Latin  verses,  in  which  they  are 
celebrated  as  men  famous  for  their  learning  and  piety.  Of 
Dr.  Bulleyn  particularly  it  is  said,  that  he  was  always  as 
ready  to  accommodate  the  poor  as  the  rich,  with  medi- 
cines for  the  relief  of  their  distempers.  There  is  a  profile 
of  Bulleyn,  with  a  long  beard,  before  his  ^'  Government 
of  Health,*'  and  a  whole-length  of  him  in  wood,  prefixed 
to  his  *^  Bulwarke  of  defence.^'  He  was  an  ancestor  of  the 
late  Dr.  Stukeley,  who,  in  1722,  was  at  ^the  expence  of 
having  a  small  head  of  bim  engraved. 

He  wrote,  1.  "The  Government  of  Health,"  1558,  8vo. 
2.  **  Regimen  against  the  Pleurisy,"  1562,  8vo.  3.  "Bul- 
wark of  defence  against  all  sickness,  soreness,  and  wounds, 
that  daily  assault  mankind,"  &c.  1562,  folio.  This  work 
consists  of,  first,  The  book  of  compounds,  with  a  table  of 
their  names,  and  the  apothecaries  rules  or  terms;  se« 
condly.  The  book  of  the  use  of  sick  men  and  medicines. 
These  are  both  composed  in  dialogues  between  Sickness 
and  Health.  Then  follows,  thirdly,  The  book  of  simples, 
being  an  Herbal  in  the  form  of  a  dialogue ;  at  the  end  of 
'^hich  are  the  wooden  cuts  of  some  plants,  and  of  some 
limbecks  or  stills ;  and^  fourthly,  a  dialogue  between  Sore- 
ness and  Chirurgery,  cono^erning  impostumatiqns  and 
wounds,  and  their  causes  and  cures.  This  tract  has  three 
-wooden  cuts  in  it ;  one  representing  a  man's  body  oo  the 
forepart  full  of  sores  and  swellings;  the  other,  in  like 
wanner,  bebiad;  th^.  third  is  also  it  human  figure,  in  which 
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the  veins  are  seen  directed  to,  and  named,  which  are  to  be 
opened  in  phlebotoixiy.  4.  A  dialogue  both  pleasant  and 
pitiful,  wherein  is ,  shewed  a  godly  regimen  against  the 
plague,  with  consolations  and  comfort  against  death,  1564, 
8 vo.  Some  other  pieces  of  a  smaller  nature  are  ascribed 
to  Dr.  Bulleyn,  but  of  very  little  consequence. 

Dr.  Pulteney  is  of  opinion  that  Bulleyn's  specific  know- 
ledge of  Botany  seems  to  have  been  but  slender ;  but  his 
zeal  for  the  promotion  of  the  useful  arts  of  gardening,  the 
general  culture  of  the  land,  and  the  commercial  interests  of 
the  kingdom,  deserve  the  highest  praise,  and  for  the  in- 
formation he  has  left  of  these  affairs,  in  his  own  time,  pos- 
terity owe  him  acknowledgements.  His  travels,  and  the 
great  attention  he  had  paid  to  the  native  productions  of  his 
own  country,-  had  given  him  a  comprehensive  view  of  the 
natural  fertility  of  the  soil  and  climate  of  England;  which, 
from  the  tenour  of  his  writings,  seems  to  have  been,  at 
that  time,  by  some  people  much  depreciated.  He  op- 
poses this  idea  with  patriotic  zeal  and  concern,  and  alleges 
various  examples  to  prove,  that  we  had  excellent  apples, 
pears,  plums,  cherries,  and  hops,  of  our  own  growth, 
before  the  importation  of  these  articles  into  England  by 
the  London  and  Kentish  gardeners,  but  that  the  culture  of 
them  had  been  greatly  neglected. ' 

BULLIALDUS,  or  BOULLIAU  (Ismael),  a  celebrated 
astronomer  and  scholar,  was  born  of  protestant  parents,  at 
Houdun  in  France,  September  the  28th,  1605;  and  hay- 
ing finished  his  studies  in  philosophy  at  Paris,  and  in  civil 
law  at  Poictiers,  he  applied  to  mathematics,  theology,  sa- 
cred and  profane  history,  and  civil  law,  with  such  assi- 
duity, that  he  became  eminent  in  each  of  these  depart- 
ments, and  acquired  the  reputation  of  an  universal  genius* 
As  he  had  travelled  for  his  improvement  into  Italy,  Ger- 
many, Poland,  and  the  Levant,  he  formed  an  extensive 
acquaintance  with  men  of  letters,  and  maintained  a  cor- 
respondence with  the  most  distinguished  persons  of  his 
time.  Although  he  had  been  educated  a  protestant,  h& 
changed  his  profession  at  the  age  of  27  years,  and  became 
a  catholic  priest.  His  life  was  prolonged  to  his  89th  year  ; 
and  having  retired  to  the  abbey  of  St.  Victor  at  Paris  in 
168^,  he  died  there  November  the  25th,  1694.  Besides 
his  pieces  concerning  ecclesiastical  rights,  which  excited 
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attention,  and  the  history  of  Ducas,  printed  at  the  Louvre, 
in  1649,  in  the  original  Greek,  with  a  Latin  version  and 
notes,  he  was  the  author  of  several  other  works,  chiefly 
mathematical  and  philosophical.  His  ^^  Treatise  on  the 
Nature  of  Light"  was  published  in  1638  ;  and  his  work 
entitled,  "  Philolaus,  sive  de  vero  Systema  Mundi,"  or  his 
true  system  of  the  world,  according  to  Philolaus,  an  an- 
cient philosopher  and  astronomer,  in  the  same  year,  and 
republished  in  1645,  under  the  title  of  **  Astronomia  Phi- 
lolaica,"  grounded  upon  the  hypothesis  of  the  earth's  mo- 
tion, and  the  elliptical  orbit  described  by  the  planet's  mo« 
tion  about  a  cone.  To  which  he  added  tables  entitled 
**  Tabulae  Philolaicse  :"  a  work  which  Riccioli  says  ought 
to  be  attentively  read  by  all  students  of  astronomy. — He 
considered  the  hypothesis,  or  approximation  of  bishop 
Ward,  and  found  it  not  to  agree  with  the  planet  Mars ; 
and  shewed  in  his  defence  of  the  Philolaic  astronomy 
against  the  bishop,  that  from  four  observations  made  by 
Tycho  on  the  planet  Mars,  that  planet  in  the  first  and  third 
quarters  of  the  mean  anomaly,  was  more  forward  than  it 
ought  to  be  according  to  Ward's  hypothesis;  but  in  the  2d 
and  4th  quadrant  of  the  same,  the  planet  was  not  so  far 
advanced  as  that  hypothesis  required.  He  therefore  set 
about  a  correction  of  the  bishop's  hypothesis,  and  made  it 
to  answer  more  exactly  to  the  orbits  of  the  planets,  which 
were  most  eccentric,  and  introduced  what  i^  called  by 
Street,  in  his  "  Caroline  Tables,"  the  Variation :  for  these 
tables  were  calculated  from  this  correction  of  Bullialdus, 
and  exceeded  all  in  exactness  that  went  before.  This  cor- 
rection is,  in  the  judgment  of  Dr.  Gregory,  a  very  happy 
one,  if  it  be  not  set  above  its  due  place  ;  and  be  accouuted 
no  more  than  a  correction  of  an  approximation  to  the  true 
system :  For  by  this  means  we  are  enabled  to  gather  the 
coequate  anomaly  a  priori  and  directly  from  the  mean,  and 
the  observations  are  well  enough  answered  at  the  same 
time ;  which,  in  Mercator's  opinion,  no  one  had  effected 
before.— It  is  femarkable  that  the  ellipsis  which  he  has 
chosen  for  a  planet's  motion,  is  such  a  one  as,  if  cut  out  of 
a  cone,  will  have  the  jaxis  of  the  cone  passing  through  one- 
of  its  foci,  viz.  that  next  the  aphelion. 

In  1657,  was  published  his  treatise  ^^  De  Lineis  Spiralis 
bus,  Exerc.  Geora.  &  Astron."  Paris,  4to. — In  16S2  came 
out  at  Paris,  in  folio,  his  large  work  entitled,  ^^  Opus  no- 
vum ad  Arithmeticam  Infinitorum :"  a  work  which  is  a  dif'* 
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fuse  amplification  of  Dr.  WaUis's  Arithmetic  of  Infinites, 
and  which  Wallis  treats  of  particularly  in  the  80th  chapter 
of  his  historical  treatise  of  Alocebra. — He  wrote  also  two 
admonitions  to  astronomers.  The  first,  concerning  a  new 
star  in  the  neck  of  the  Whale,  appearing  at  some  times, 
and  disappearing  at  others.  The  2d,  concerning  a  nebu- 
lous star  in  the  northern  part  of  Andromeda's  girdle,  not 
discovered  by  any  of  the  ancients.  This  star  also  appeared 
and  disappeared  by  turns.  And  as  these  phenomena  ap- 
peared new  and  surprizing,  he  strongly  recommended  the 
obsei-ving  them  to  all  that  might  be  curious  in  astronomy.* 
.  BULLINGER  (Henry),  one  of  the  reformers,  was  born 
at  Bremgarten,  a  village  near  Zurich,  in  Switzerland; 
July  18,  1504.  At  the  age  of  twelve  he  was  sent  by  his 
father  to  Emmeric,  to  be  instructed  in  grammar-learning, 
and  here  he  remained  three  years,  during  which  his  father, 
to  make  him  feel  for  the  distresses  of  others,  and  be  more 
frugal  and  modest  in  his  dress,  and  temperate  in  his  diet, 
withdrew  that  money  with  which  he  was  wont  to  supply 
him  ;  so  that  BuUinger  was  forced,  according  to  the  cus- 
tom of  those  times,  to  subsist  on  the  alms  he  got  by  sing- 
ing from  door  to  door*     While  here,  he  was  strongly  in- 

,  clined  to  enter  among  the  Carthusians,  but  was  dissuaded 
from  it  by  an  elder  brother.  At  fifteen  years  of  age  he' 
was  sent  to  Cologn,  where  he  studied  logic,  and  commenced 
B.  A.  at  sixteen  years  old.  He  afterwards  betook  himself 
to  the  study  of  divinity  and  canon  law,  and  to  the  reading 
of  the  fathers,  and  conceived  such  a  dislike  to  the  school- 
divines,  as  in  1520,  to  write  some  dialogues  against  them; 
and  about  the  same  time  he  began  to  see  the  errors  of  the 
church  of  Rome,  from  which,  however,  he  did  not  imme- 
diately separate.  In  1522,  he  commenced  M.  A.  and  re- 
turning home,  he  spent  a  year  in  his  father's  house,  wholly 
employing  himself  in  his  studies.  The  year  after,  he  was 
called  by  the  abbot  of  La  Chapelle,  a  Cistercian  abbey 
near  Zurich,  to  teach  in  that  place,  which  he  did  with  great 

'  reputation  for  four  years,  and  was  very  instrumental  in 
causing  the  reformation  of  Zuinglius.to  be  received.  It  i» 
very  remarkable  that  while  thus  teaching  and  changing  the 
sentiments  of  the  Cistercians  in  this  place,  it  does  not  ap- 
pear that  he  was  a  clergyman  jn  the  communion  of  the  see. 
jof  Rome,  nor   that  he  had    any   share   in  the   monastic 
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observances  of  the  house.  Zuinglius,  assisted  by  Oecol^m* 
padius  and  Bucer,  had  established  the  reformed  doctrines 
at  Zurich  in  1523;  and  in  1527,  Bullinger  attended  the 
lectures  of  Zuinglius  in  that  city,  for  some  months,  re- 
Dewed  his  acquaintance  with  Greek,  and  began  the  study 
of  Hebrew.  He  preached  also  publicly  by  a  licence  from 
the  synod,  and  accompanied  Zuinglius  at  the  famous  dis- 
putation held  at  Bern  in  1528.  The  year  following,  he 
was  called  to  be  minister  of  the  protestant  church,  in  his 
native  place  at  Bremgarten,  and  married  a  wife,  who 
brought  him  six  sons  and  five  daughters,  and  died  in  1564. 
Be  met  with  great  opposition  from  the  papists  and  anabap- 
tists in  his  parish,  but  disputed  publicly,  and  wrote  several 
books  against  them.  The  victory  gained  by  the  Romisb 
cantons  over  the  protestants  in  a  battle  fought  1531,  forced 
bim,  together  with  his  father,  brother,  and  colleague,  to 
fly  to  Zurich,  where  he  was  chosen  pastor  in  the  room  of 
Zuinglius,  slain  in  the  late  battle.  He  was  also  employed 
in  several  ecclesiastical  negociations,  with  a  view  to  recon- 
cile the  Zuiuglians  and  Lutherans,  and  to  reply  to  the 
harsh  censures  which  were  published  by  Luther  against  th& 
doctrine  of  the  Swiss  churches  respecting  the  sacrament*. 
In  1549,  he  concurred  with  Calvin  in  drawing  up  a  formu- 
lary, expressing  the  conformity  of  belief  which  subsisted 
between  the  churches  of  Zurich  and  Geneva,  and  intended 
on  the  part  of  Calvin,  for  obviating  any  suspicions  that  he 
inclined  to  the  opinion  of  Luther  with  respect  to  the  sacra-* 
ment.  He  greatly  assisted  the  English  divines  who  fled 
into  Switzerland  from  the  persecution  raised  in  England 
by  queen  Mary,  and  ably  confuted  the  pope's  bull  excom- 
municating queen  Elizabeth.  The  magistrates  of  Zurich^ 
by  his  persuasion,  erected  a  new  college  in  1538.  He 
also  prevailed  with  them  to  erect,  in  a  place  that  had  for- 
merly been  a  nunnery,  a  new  school,  in  which  flfteea 
youths  were  trained  up  under  an  able  master,  and  supplied 
with  food,  raiment,  and  other  necessaries.  In  1549,  he 
by  his  influence  hindered  the  Swiss  from  renewing  their 
league  with  Henry  H.  of  France ;  representing  to  them, 
that  it  was  neither  just  nor  lawful  for  a  man  to  suffer  him- 
self to  be  hired  to  shed  another  man's  blood,  from  whom 
himself  hai  never  received  any  injury.  In  1551  he  wrote 
^  book,  the  purport  of  which  was  to  shew,  that  the  council 
of  Trent  had  no  other  design  than  to  oppress  the  professors 
of  sound  religion ;  and,  therefore^  ths^t  th^  cantons  sboulcl 
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pay  no  regard  to  the  invitations  of  the  pope,  which  soli* 
cited  their  sending  deputies  to  that  council.  In  1561  he 
comoienced  a  controversy  with  Brentius  concerning  the 
.ubiquity  of  the  body  of  Christ,  zealously  maintained  by 
Brentius,  and  as  vehemently  opposed  by  Bullinger,  which 
continued  till  his  death,  on  the  17th  of  September,  1575. 
His  funeral  oration  was  pronounced  by  John  Stukius,  and 
his  life  was  written  by  Josias  Simler  (who  had  married  one 
of  his  daughters),  and  was  published  at  Zurich  in  1575, 
4to,  with  8tukius^s  oration,  and  the  poetical  tributes  of 
many  eminent  men  of  his  time.  BuUinger^s  printed  works 
are  very  numerous,  doctrinal,  practical,  and  controversial, 
but  no  collection  has  ever  been  made  of  them.  His  high 
reputation  in  England,  during  the  progress  of  the  reform- 
ation, occasioned  the  following  to  be  either  translated  into 
English,  or  published  here  :  1.  ^^  A  hundred  Sermons 
upon  the  Apocalypse,'*  1561,  4to.  2.  '^Bullae  papisticse 
contra  reginam  Eiizabetham,  refutatio,"  1571,  4to.  3. 
*'  The  Judgment  of BuUinger,  declaring  it  to  be  law- 
ful for  the  ministers  of  the  church  of  England ^to  wear  the 
apparel  prescribed  by  the  laws,  &c.''  £ng.  and  Lat.  1566, 
8vo,  4.  "  Twenty-six  Sermons  on  Jeremiah,"  1583.  5. 
*' An  epistle  on  the  Mass,  with  one  of  Calvin^''  1548,  8vo. 
6.  '^  A  treatise  or  sermon,  concerning  Magistrates  and 
Obedience  of  Subjects,  also  concerning  the  affairs  of  War,'* 
1549,  8vo.  7.  •*  Tragedies  of  Tyrants,  exercised  upon 
the  church  of  God  from  the  birth  of  Christ  unto  this  pre- 
sent year  1572,"  translated  by  Tho.  Twine,  1575,  8vo.  8. 
**  Exhortation  to  the  ministers  of  God's  Word,  &c."  1575, 
8vo.  9.  **Two  Sermons  on  the  end  of  the  World,"  1596, 
8to.  10.  '^  Questions  of  religion  cast  abroad  in  Helvetia 
by  the  adversaries  of  the  same,  and  answered  by  M.  H.  Bul- 
linger of  Zurich,  reduced  into  seventeen  common  places, 
1572,  Svo.  1  h  ^^  Common  places  of  Christian  Religion, 
1572  and  1581,  8vo.  12.  **  BuUinger's  Decades,  in  Latin,'* 
1586.  1 3.  "  The  Summe  of  the  Four  Evangelists,"  1 582, 
Svo.  14.  **  The  Sum  or  Substance  of  St.  Paul's  Epistle  to 
the  Thessalonians,"  1538,  Svo.  15.  ^♦'Three  Dialogues 
between  the  seditious  Libertine  or  rebel  Anabaptist,  and 
the  true  obedient  Christian,"  1551,  Svo.  16.  "  Fifty  godly 
and  learned  Sermons,  divided  into  five  decades,  contain* 
ing  the  chief  and  principal  points  of  Christian  religion,"  a 
verjT  thick  4to  vol.  1577,  particularly  described  by  Ames. 
This  book  was  held  in  high  estimation  in  the  reign  of  queen 
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Elizabeth.  In  1586,  archbishop  Whitgift,  iafull  convoca-* 
tion,  procured  an  order  to  be  made  that  every  clergyman  of 
a  certain  standing  should  procure  a  copy  of  them,  read  one 
of  the  sermons  contained  in  them  every  week,  and  make 
notes  of  the  principal  matters.  ^ 

BULLOCK  (Henry),  a  man  of  learning  in  the  begin- 
ning of  the  sixteenth  century,  and  the  friend  of  Erasmus, 
who  corresponded  with  him  by  the  name  of  Bovillus,  was 
a  native  of  Berkshire,  according  to  Fuller.  He  was  edu- 
cated at  Queen^s  college,  Cambridge,  where  he  took  his 
bachelor's  degree  in  1504,  and  his  master's  in  1507,  and 
was  chosen  fellow  in  the  last  mentioned  year.  He  com- 
menced D.  D.  in  1520,  and  was  vice-chancellor  in  1 524^5. 
He  was  esteemed  a  man  of  abilities,  and  chosen  by  cardinal 
Wolsey  to  answer  Luther.  The  cardinal  also  made  him 
his  chaplain,  but  we  do  not  find  that  he  raised  him  to  any 
higher  dignity,  yet  the  oration  he  spoke  in  favour  of  the 
cardinal,  now  printed  in  Fiddes's  life  of  that  great  church- 
man, seems  to  have  merited  a  higher  reward.  By  his  let- 
ters to  Erasmus,  it  appears  that  be  was  an  able  Grecian  at 
a  time  when  that  language  was  little  known.  In  1513,  in 
conjunction  with  Mr.  Walden,  he  read  a  mathematical  lec- 
ture, and  had  a  salary  from  the  university  for  it.  He  was 
also  one  of  the  twelve  preachers  sent  out  by  that  univer- 
sity in  1515.  The  biographer^  of  Erasmus  profess  their 
ignorance  of  the  time  of  his  death.  Tanner  fixes  it  in 
1526,  but  Dodd  says  he  was  living  in  1530.  He  wrote^ 
1.  '^De  Captivitate  Babylonica  contra  Lutherum.'?  2. 
"  EpistoIsB  et  Orationes."  3.  "  De  Serpentibus  siticulo- 
sis,''  a  translation  from  the  Greek  of  Lucian,  printed  at 
Cambridge,  1521,  4to.  4.  "Oratio  coram  Archiepiscopo 
Eboracensi,"  ibid.  1 52 1,  4to.  ^ 

BULSTRODE  (Edward),  a  lawyer  of  some  note  dur- 
ing the  usurpation,  was  the  second  son  of  Edward  Bulr 
strode  of  Hughley  or  Hedgley,  near  Beaconsfield  in  Bucking* 
hamshire,  and  was  born  in  1588.  In  1603  he  became  a 
commoner  of  St.  John's  college,  Oxford,  but  left  it  without 
a  degree,  and  removed  to  the  Inner  Temple,  London, 
where  he  studied  law,  under  the  patronage  of  sir  James 
Whitlock,  whose  learning  Bulstrode   celebrates  in  high 

>  Vita  k  Simlero. — Melchior  Adam  in  vitis  Theoleg — Gen.  Diet — Strype> 
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terms.  After  being  called  to  the  bar,  he  was  in  8  Car.  I. 
Lent-reader,  and  taking  part  with  the  presbyterians  in  the 
rebellion,  was  promoted  to  be  one  of  the  justices  of  North 
Wales  in  1649,  by  the  interest  of  his  nephew  the  cele-^ 
brated  Bj^strode  Whitlock.  He  was  also  an  itinerant 
justice,  particularly  at  Warwick  in  1653,  in  which  county 
he  had  an  estate  at  Astley.  He  died  at  the  Inner  T6mpie, 
of  which  he  was  a  bencher,  in  April  1659,  and  was  buried 
in  the  Temple  church.  He  published  "  A  Golden  Chain, 
or  Miscellany  of  clivers  sentences  of  the  sacred  scriptures, 
and  of  other  authors,  &c."  London,  1657,  8vo,  but  what 
he  is  best  known  by  is  his  "  Reports  of  Cases  in  B.  R. 
regn.  Jac.  L  &  Car.  L"  which  were  first  published  in 
1657,  1658,  and  1659,  in  three  parts,  fol.  Mr.  Bridgnian 
remarks  that  in  2  Bulstrode,  1658,  there  is  a  chasm  in  the 
paging  from  99  to  109.  In  1688  a  second  edition  was 
published,  in  which  there  is  also  a  chasm  from  104  to  114; 
yet  there  are  the  same  number  of  pages  in  both  editions, 
and  the  book  is  perfect.  Wood  mentions  an  edition  of 
1691.  Bulstrode  is  said  to  have  adopted  the  method  of 
Plowden  in  his  reports,  than  which  there  cannot  be  a 
stronger  recommendation.  * 

BULSTRODE  (Sir  Richard),  eldest  son  of  the  pre* 
ceding,  was  educated  at  Pembroke-hall,  Cambridge, 
whence  he  went  to  London,  and  after  studying  law  became 
a  barrister ;  but  being  of  very  different  principles  from  his 
father,  joined  the  forces  of  his  unhappy  sovereign  Charles  L 
and  was  quarter-master  'general  until  the  forces  were  dis- 
4>anded  at  Truro.  At  the  restoration,  he  was  sent  to  reside 
as  agent  at  Brussels,  and  on  his  return  in  1675,  Charles  IL 
knighted  and  made  him  resident,  and  James  II.  made  him 
his  envoy.  Disapproving  of  the  revolution,  he  adhered  to 
the  abdicated  monarch,  and  accompanied  him  to  St  Ger- 
'mains,  where  he  remained  twenty-two  years.  We  know 
not  if  this  be  meant  as  the  period  of  his  life,  but  he  is  said 
to  have  died  aged  101,  which  brings  him  to  the  year  1782, 
contrary  to  all  probability,  or  even  fact,  for  his  great  age  at 
the  time  of  his  death  is  mentioned  in  a  panegyric  upon 
him,  inserted  in  1715,  in  the  ninth  volume,  or  what  is  called 
the  spurious  volume  of  the  Spectator,  and  if  he  died  much 
before  1715,   he   could  not  have  attained   the  vast  age 
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attributed  to  hinij  consigtently  with  the  dates  of  his  father'* 
age. 

At  eighty  he  is  said  to  have  composed,  1.  ISS  elegies 
and  epigrams,  all  on  religious  subjects ;  and  before  that, 
in  early  life,  a  poem  on  the  birth  of  the  duke  of  York,  172 1 « 
2.  ^*  Letters  to  the  Earl  of  Arlington,'*  1712,  8vo.  3. 
*^  Essays'*  on  subjects  of  manners  and  morals,  1715,  Svo. 
4.  '^  Memoirs  and  Reflections  upon  the  reigns  and  govern-' 
ments  of  Charles  I.  and  II."  He  appears  to  have  been  a 
man  of  talents  and  considerable  learning,  and  in  his  poli* 
tical  course,  able  and  consistent.  His  son  Whitlocke  Bui* 
strode,  who  published  his  <<  Essays,"  enjoyed  the  office  of 
prothonotary  of  the  marshal's  court,  and  published  a  trea« 
tise  on  the  transmigration  of  souls,  which  went  through 
two  editions,  1692,  1693,  Svo,  and  was  translated  into  La- 
tin by  Oswald  Dyke,  1725.  2.  *^  Essays,  ecclesiastical  and 
civil,"  1706,  8vo.  3.  ^^  Letters  between  him  and  Dr. 
Wood,"  physician  to  the  pretender.  4.  "  Compendium  of 
the  crown  laws,  in  three  charges  to  the  grand  jury  at 
Westminster,'*  1723,  Svo.  He  died  Nov.  27,  1724,  in  his 
seventy- fourth  year,  and  was  buried  in  Heston  church, 
Middlesex,  where  there  is  a  monument  and  inscription  on 
the  north  waU  of  the  chancel.  ^ 

BULTEAU  (Lewis),  a  learned  French  author,  was  bom 
at  Rouen  in  1615,  and  succeeded  his  uncle,  as  king's  se- 
cretary, which  office  he  occupied  for  fourteen  years,  at 
Ihe  end  of  which  he  withdrew  to  study  and  religious  re-^ 
tirement  among  the  Benedictines^of  St.  Maur,  with  whom 
he  passed  the  remainder  of  his  days.  His  principal  works 
'  were  "  An  Essay  on  the  monastic  History  of  the  East," 
1680,  Svo,  describing  the  manners,  &c.  of  the  Coenobites, 
and  proving  that  monastic  institutions  are  not  so  modern 
as  has  been  supposed.  '  <^  Abridgment  of  the  History  of 
the  Order  of  St.  Benedict,  as  far  as  the  tenth  century," 
1684,  2  vols.  4to.  <^  Translation  of  the  Dialogues  of  Gre- 
gory the  Great,"  with  notes,  1689,  12nio;  buthismodes^ 
would  not  permit  him  to  annex  his  name  to  his  works.  His 
style  was  formed  on  the  model  of  the  writers  of  the  Port 
Royal ;  and  his  knowledge  of  languages  was  very  extensive. 
He  died  of  an  apoplexy  in  1693.  His  brother,  Charles 
Bulteau,  published,  in  1674,  a  '^  Treatise  on  the  prece* 
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dence  of  the  Kings  of  France  over  those  of  Spain,"  1764, 
4to.     He  died,  dean  of  the  king's  secretaries,  inl7tO.^ 

BULWER  (John),  of  the  seventeenth  century,  was  au- 
thor of  several  books  of  the  language  of  the  hand,  of  phy« 
siognomy,  and  of  instructions  to  the  deaf  and  dumb,  in- 
tended, as  he  expresses  it,  **  to  bring  those  who  are  so  borH 
to  bear  the  sound  of  words  with  their  eyes,  and  thence  to 
learn  to  speak  with  their  tongues."     This  is  explained  in 
his  ^<  Chirologia,  or  the  natural  Language  of  the  Handj^ 
&c.*'  1644,  8vo.     He  was  ako  author  of  "  Pathomyoto- 
mia,"  or  a  dissection  of  the  significative  muscles  of  the 
affections  of  the  mind,  1649,*  12mo.     The  most  curious  of 
his  works  is  his  '<  Anthropo-metamorphosis ;   Man  trans« 
formed,  or  the  artificial  changeling ;"  1653,  4to,  in  which 
he  shews  what  a  strange  variety  of  shapes  and  dresses  man- 
kind have  appeared  in,  in  the  different  ages  and  nations  of 
the  world.     At  the  end  of  the  first  edition  of  this  book  in 
12mo  is  a  catalogue  of  the  author's  works  in  print  and  MS. 
What  he  calls  the  language  of  the  hand,  or  the  art  of 
speaking  by  the  fingers,  is  yet  known  in  every  boarding- 
school  and  nursery,  where,  however,    the  more  natural 
.  substitute  is  very  soon  learned.  * 

BUNEL  (Peter),  an  elegant  Latin  scholar,  was  born  at 
Toulouse  in  1499,  and  studied  at  Paris,  where  he  was  dis- 
tinguished by  his  quick  progress  and  promising  talents. 
On  his  return  to  Toulouse,  finding  his  family  unable  to 
maintain  him,  he  went  to  Padua,  where  he  was  supported 
by  Emilius  Perrot.     He  was  afterwards  taken  into  the 
family  of  Lazarus  de  Baif,  the  French  ambassador  at  Ve- 
nice, by  whose  generosity  he  was  not  only  maintained,  but 
enabled  to  study  the  Greek  tongue,  and  he  afterwards 
studied  Hebrew.    George  de  Selve,  bishop  of  Lavaur,  who 
succeeded  de  Baif  as  ambassador,  retained  Bunel  in  his 
service,  and  when  his  embassy  was  finished,  carried  him 
with  him  to  Levaun     Upon  the  death  of  that  prelate, 
which  happened  in  1541,  Bunel  returned  to  Toulouse, 
where  he  would  have  been  reduced  to  the  greatest  indi- 
gence, had  not  messieurs  de  Faur,  the  patrons  of  virtue 
land  science,  extended  their  liberality  to  him  unasked.  Oiie 
of  these  gentlemen  appointed  him  tutor  to  his  sons ;  but 
whilst  he  was  making  the  tour  of  Italy  with  them,  he  was 
cut  off  at  Turin  by  a  fever,  in  1546.     Mr.  Bayle  says,  that 
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be  was  one  of  the  politest  writers  of  the  Latin  tongue  in 
the  sixteenth  century ;  but  though  he  was  advantageously 
flistinguished  by  the  eloquence  of  his  Ciceronian  style,  he 
was  still  more  so  by  the  strictness  of  his  morals.  The  ma- 
gistrates of  bis  native  town  of  Toulouse  set  up  a  marble 
statue  to  bis  memory  in  their  town-house.  He  left  some 
Latin  epistles  written  with  the  utmost  purity,  which  were 
first  published  by  Charles  Stevens  in  1551,  and  afterwards 
by  Henry  Stevens  in  1581.  Another,  but  a  more  incor- 
rect edition,  was  printed  at  Toulouse  in  1687,  with  notes 
by  Mr.  Gravero,  advocate  of  Nimes.  ^ 

BUNNEY  (Edmund),  descended  from  an  ancient  fa- 
mily in  Yorkshire,  was  bom  at  a  bouse  called  the  Vache, 
near  Chalfont  St.  Gileses,  in  Buckinghamshire,  in  1540, 
and  when  sixteen  years  old  was  sent  to  Oxford,  and  having 
taken  his  bachelor's  degree,  was  elected  probationer  fel- 
low of  Magdalen  college.  He  viras  at  this  time,  distin- 
guished for  his  knowleuge  of  logic  and  philosophy,  and 
soon  after  went  to  Staple's  Inn,  and  then  to  Gray's  Inn, 
where  he  spent  about  two  years  in  the  study  of  the  law, 
which  profession  his  father  wished  him  to  follow.  His  own 
inclination,  however,  was  for  the  study  of  divinity,  which 
displeased  his  father  so  much,  that,  to  use  his  own  words, 
he  **  cast  him  off,*'  although  a  man  of  piety  himself,  and 
one  that  had  fled  for  his  religion  in  queen  Mary's  daytf. 
He  returned  accordingly  to  Oxford,  and  took  his  master's 
degree  in  1564.  In  the  year  following  be  was  elected  fel- 
low of  Merton  college,  an  irregular  act  of  theiysociety, 
which,  however.  Wood  says  was  absolutely  necessary,  as 
there  was  no  person  then  in  Merton  college  able  to  preach 
any  public  sermon  in  the  college  turn  ;  and  not  only  there^ 
but  throughout  the  university  at  large,  there  was  a  great 
scarcity  of  tbeologists.  In  1570  he  was  admitted  to  the 
reading  of  the  sentences,  and  about  the  same  time  became 
chaplain-  to  archbishop  Grindall,  who  gave  him  a  prebend 
in  that  church,  and  the  reotory  of  Bolton-Percy  about  six 
miles  distant.  This  rectory  he  held  twenty-five  years,  and 
then  resigned  it,  but  retained  his  prebend.  In  1570  we 
also  find  that  he  was  subdean  of  York,  which  he  resigned 
in  1579.  In  1585  he  was  collated,  being  then  B.  D.  to  a 
prebend  in  Carlisle,  and  had  likewise,  although  we  know 
not  at  what  period,  a  prebend  in  St.  Paurs.     It  appears 
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that  he  preached  and  catechised  very  frequently,  both  in 
Oxford  and  in  many  other  places,  travelling  over  a  consi-^ 
derable  part  of  the  kingdom,  and  preaching  wherever 
there  appeared  a  want  of  clergy.  This  zeal,  his  being  a 
Calvinist,  and  his  preaching  extempore,  brought  him  un- 
der the  imputation  of  being  too  forward  and  meddling, 
against  which  he  vindicated  himself  in  ^^  A  Defence  of  his 
labours  in  the  work  of  the  Ministry,"  written  Jan.  20, 1602, 
but  circulated  only  in  manuscript.  He  died  at  Cawood  in 
Yorkshire,  Feb.  26  (on  his  monument,  but  27  in  arch- 
bishop Matthews's  MS  diary)  1617,  and  was  buried  in 
York  cathedral.  He  published,  1.  "The  Sum  of  Christian 
Religion,"  Lond.  1576,  8vo.  2.  "Abridgment  of  Cal- 
vin's Institutions,"  from  May's  translation,  ibid.  1580,  8vo, 
p.  *' Sceptre  of  Judah,"  &c.  ibid.  1584,  8vo.  4.  «  The 
Coronation  of  King  David,  &c."  4to,  1588.  5.  Three  or 
four  controversial  pamphlets  with  Parsons,  the  Jesuit.  6. 
*'  The  Corner  Stone,  or  a  form  of  teaching  Jesus  Christ 
out  of  the  Scriptures,"  ibid.  1611,  fol.  \ 

BUNNEY  (FKancis),  younger  brother  of  the  preceding, 
was  born  at  Vache,  May  8, 1543,  came  to  Oxford  in  155S, 
and  after  taking  his  bachelor's  degree,  was  chosen  per- 
petual fellow  of  Magdalen  college  in  1562.  He  then  took 
hi's  master's  degree,  and  entered  into  holy  orders  in  1567. 
He  was  appointed  chaplain  to  the  earl  of  Bedford,  and 
leaving  his  fellowship  in  1571,  went  to  the  north  of  Eng- 
land, where  he.  became  a  frequent  and  popular  preacher, 
like  his  brother.  In  May  1572  be  was  inducted  into  a  pre-i* 
bend  of  Durham^  in  1573  he  was  made  archdeacon  of 
Northumberland,  and  in  1 578  he  was  presented  to  the  rec- 
tory of  Ryton  in  the  bishopric  of  Durham,  on  which  he 
resigned  his  archdeaconry.  He  died  April  16,  1617,  a 
few  weeks  after  his  brother,  and  was  buried  in  Ryton 
church.  Wood  represents  him  as  a  zealous  enemy  of 
popery,  an  admirer  of  Calvin,  and  a  man  of  great  charity. 
His  works  are  three  tracts  against  cardinal  Bellarmin  and 
popery ;  an  '^  Exposition  of  Romans  iii.  28,  on  Justifica^ 
tion  by  Faith,"  London,  1616,  4to;  and  ^^  Plain  and  fa- 
miliar exposition  of  the  Ten  Commandments,"  ibid.  1617, 
8vo.  He  also  wrote  a  commentary  on  the  prophet  Joel» 
being  the  substance  of  some  sermons;  but,  according  to 
Woodj  this  was  left  in  manuscript.  * 

>  Ath.  0;k.  Tol.  I.— Willis's  Cathedrals.  s  Ibid* 
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BUNYAN  (JojiK),  author  of  the  justly-iadmired  altegory 
of  the  ''  Pilgrim^s  Progress,"  wa$  born  at  Elstow,  oear 
Bedford^  1628.  His  parents,  though  very  tnean,  took 
care,  to  give  him  that  learning  which  was  suitable  to  their 
condition,  bringing  him  up  to  read  and  write,  both  which 
he  quickly  forgot,  abandoning  himself  to  all  manner  of 
wickedness,  but  not  without  frequent  checks  of  consciences 
One  day  being  at  play  with  his  companions  (the  writer  of 
his  life  tells  us),  a  voice  suddenly  darted  from  heaven  into 
bis  soul,  saying,  ^^  Wilt  thou  leave  thy  sins  and  go  to 
heaven,  or  have  thy  sins  and  go  to  hell !''  This  put  him 
into  such  a  consternation,  that  he  immediately  left  his 
sport ;  and  looking  up  to  heaven,  thought  he  saw  the  Lord 
Jesus  looking  down  upon  him,  as  one  highly  displeased 
with  him,  and  threatening  him  with  some  grievous  punish- 
n^ent  for  his  ungodly  practices.  At  another  time,  whilst 
be  was  uttering  many  oaths,  he  was  severely  reproved  by 
H  woman,  who  was  herself  a  notorious  sinner:  she  told 
him  he  was  the  ugliest  fellow  for  swearing  that  ever  she 
heard  in  all  her  life,  and  that  he  was  able  to  spoil  all  the 
youth  of  the  town,  if  they  came  but  into  his  company^ 
This  reproof  coming  from  a  woman,  whom  he  knew  to  be 
very  wicked,  filled  him  with  secret  shame ;  and  ms^de  him, 
from  that  time,  very  much  refrain  from  it  His  father 
brought  him  up  to  his  own  business,  which  was  that  of  a 
tinker.  Being  a  soldier  in  the  parliament  army,  at  the 
siege  of  Leicester,  in  1645,  he  was  drawn  out  to  stand 
sentinel ;  but  another  soldier  of  his  company  desired  to 
take  his  place,  to  which  he  agreed,  and.  thus  escaped  being 
shot  by  a  musket-ball,  which  took  off  his  comrade.  About 
1635  he  was  admitted  a  meOiber  of  a  baptist  congregatioa 
at  Bedford,  and  soon  after  was  chosen  their  preacher.  In 
1660,  being  convicted  at  the  sessions  of  holding  unlawful 
assemblies  and  conventicles,  he  was  sentenced  to  perpetual 
banishment,  and  in  the  mean  time  committed  to  gaol,  from 
V^hich  he  was  discharged,  after  a  conBnement  of  twelve- 
years  and  an  half,  by  the  compassionate  interposition  of 
Dr.  Barlow,  bishop  of  Lincoln.  During  his  imprisonment^, 
his  own  hand  ministered  to  his  necessities,  making  many 
an  hundred  gross  of  long-tagged  thread  laces,  a  trade  which 
he  had  learned  since  his  confinement.  At  this  time  he 
also  wrote  many  of  bis  tracts,  particularly  the  ^  Pilgrim's 
Progress.'*  Afterwards,  being  at  liberty,  he  travelled  into 
several  parts  of  England,  to  visit  and  confirm  the  brethren^ 
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which  procured  him  the  epithet  of  Bishop  Bunyah.  When 
the  declaration  of  James  11.  for  liberty  of  conscience  was 
published,  he,  by  the  contributions  of  his  followers,  huilt 
a  meeting-huuse  in  Bedford,  and  preached  constantly  to 
a  numerous  audience.  He  died  in  London  of  a  fever, 
1688,  aged  sixty.  He  had  by  his  wife  four  children,  one 
of  whom,  named  Mary,  was  blind.  This  daughter,  he 
said,  lay  nearer  his  heart  whilst  he  was  in  prison,  than  all 
the  rest;  and  that  the.  thought  of  her  enduring  hardship 
would  be  sometimes  almost  ready  to  break  his  heart,  but 
that  God  greatly  supported  him  by  these  two  texts  of 
scripture,  **  l^eave  the  fatherless  children,  I  will  preserve 
them  alive;  and  let  the  widows  trust  in  me.  The  Lord 
said,  Verily  it  shall  be  well  with  thy  remnant;  verily  I 
will  cause  the  enemy  to  entreat  thee  well  in  the  time  of 
evil,"  Jer.  xlix.  1 1,  and  chap.  xv.  11.  His  works  are' col- 
lected in  two  volumes  in  folio,  printed  at  London  in  *736-7, 
and  reprinted  in  1760,  and  often  since  in  various  forms. 
The  continuator  of  his  life,  in  the  second  of  those  volumes, 
tells  us,  that  ^^  he  appeared  in  countenance  to  be  of  a 
stern  and  rough  temper,  but  in  his  conversation  mild  and 
affable ;  not  given  to  loquacity,  or  much  discourse  in  com- 
pany, unless  some  urgent  occasion  required  it ;  observing 
never  to  boast  of  himself  or  his  parts,  but  rather  seem  low 
in  his  own  eyes,  and  submit  himself  to  the  judgment  of 
others;  abhorring  lying  and  swearing;  being  just  in  all 
that  lay  in  his  power  to  his  word ;  not  seeking  to  revenge 
injuries,  loving  to  reconcile  differences,  and  making  friend- 
ship with  all.  He  had  a  sharp  quick  eye;  accompanied 
with  an  excellent  discerning  of  persons,  being  of  gf>od 
judgmejut  and  quick  wit  As  for  his  person,  he  was  talj  of 
stature,  strong  boned,  though  not  corpulent :  somewhat 
of  a  ruddy  face,  with  sparkling  eyes,  wearing  his  hair  on 
his  upper  lip,  after  the  old  British  fashion  ;  his  hair  red- 
dish, but  in  his  latter  days  time  had  sprinkled  it  with  gray; 
his  nose  well-set,  but  not  declining  or  bending,  and  ^is 
mouth  moderately  large;  his  forehead  something  high^ 
and  his  habit  always  plain  and  modest." 

Of  all  his  works,  the  "  Pilgrim's  Progress"  has  attained 
the  greatest  popularity,  and  greater  than  any  other  human 
composition.  It  was  remarked  by  the  learned  Dr.  j^amuel 
Johnson,  that  the  Pilgrim's  Progress  has  had  the  best  evir 
•  ctence  of  its  merit,  namely,  the  general  and  continued 
approbation  of  mankind.     No  work  of  human  compqisitioa 

Vol,  VII.  U 
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can  certainly  be  compared  with  it  in  universality  and  ex- 
tent of  popularity.  Besides  having  been  translated  into 
several  European  languages,  scarce  a  year  has  passed,  since 
its  first  appearance,  in  which  the  public  has  not  called  for 
a  new  edition.  For  many  years,  however,  this  work  wad 
confined  to  the  serious  part  of  the  world  for  whom  it  was 
intended,  and  was  seldom  noticed  by  others  but  as  the 
production  of  an  illiterate  man,  calculated  only  to  please 
illiterate  people:  an  objection  which,  if  it  had  been  just, 
could  not  be  said  to  militate  very  strongly  against  its  merit. 
However  necessary  learning  may  be  to  guard  the  outworks 
of  Christianity  against  the  attacks  of  infidels,  pure  and 
undefiled  religion  requires  so  little  literature  to  inculcate 
it  in  the  case  of  others,  or  to  receive  it  ourselves,  that  we 
find  it  had  no  hand  in  the  first  promulgation  of  the  gospel, 
nor  much  in  the  various  means  that  have  been  taken  to 
perpetuate  it.  But  Bunyan's  want  of  education  is  the 
highest  praise  that  can  be  given.  Such  a  defect  exhibits 
the  originality  of  his  genius  in  the  strongest  light :  and 
since  more  attention  has  been  paid  by  men  of  critical  taste 
to  his  "  Pilgrim's  Progress,'*  he  has  been  admitted  into 
a  higher  rank  among  English  writers,  and  it  seems  uni* 
versally  acknowledged  that  nothing  was  wanting  to  ad- 
vance him  yet  higher  but  the  advantages  of  education,  or 
of  an  intimacy  with  the  best  writers  in  his  own  language. 

Dr.  Johnson,  whose  opinion  has  been  already  quoted  in 
party  conceived  so  high  an  opinion  of  the  allegorical  struc- 
ture of  the  Pilgrim,  that  he  thought  Bunyan  must  have 
read  Spenser,  and  observes,  as  a  remarkable  circumstance^ 
that  the  Pilgrim's  Progress  begins  very  much  like  the  poem 
of  Dante,  although  there  was  no  translation  of  Dante  when 
Bunyan  wrote.  Dr.  Beattie  says  that  some  of  the  allegories 
in  the  Pilgrim  are  well  conceived,  and  prove  the  author  to 
have  possessed  powers  of  invention,  which,  if  they  had 
been  refined  by  learning,  might  have  produced  something 
Very  noble.  What  learning  might  have  done  to  Bunyan 
we  no  more  can  tell  than  we  can  tell  what  it  might  have 
done  to  Shakspeare ;  but,  in  our  opinion,  Bunyan,  with- 
out its  aid,  has  produced  "something  very  noble,"  be- 
cause he  has  produced  a  work  the  most  perfect  in  its  kind, 
and  which  has  baffled,  and  continues  to  baffle  all  attempts 
at  imitation.  The  elegant  author,  whom  we  have  just 
quoted,  goes  on  to  say  "  that  the  work  has  been  imi- 
latedi  but  with  little  success.     The- learned  bishop  Patrick 
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^rote  the  ^  Parable  of  the  Pilgrim/  but  I  am  not  satis^ 
fied  that  he  borrowed  the  hint,  as  it  is  generally  thought 
he  didy  from  John  Bunyan.  There  is  no  resemblance  in 
the  plan,  nor  does  the  bishop  speak  a  word  of  the  Pil- 
grim's Progress,  which  I  think  he  would  have  done,  if  he 
had  seen  it.  Besides,  Bunyan's  fable  is  full  of  incident ; 
Patrick^s  is  dry,  didactic,  verbose,  and  exceedingly  bar- 
ren in  the- invention." 

The  rev.  Mr.  Gi^anger,  in  his  Biographical  History  of 
England,  is  yet  .more  decided  in  his  admiration  of  Bun^ 
yan's  talents.— ^^^  Bunyan,  who  has  been  mentioned  among 
the  least  and  lowest  of  our  writers,  and  even  ridiculed  as  a 
driveller  by  those  who  have  never  read  him,  deserves  a 
much  higher  rank  than  is  commonly  imagined.  His  ^  Pil- 
grim's Progress'  gives  us  a  clear  and  distinct  idea  of  Caivin- 
istical  divinity.  The  allegory  is  admirably  carried  on,  and 
the  characters  justly  drawn  and  uniformly  supported.  The 
author's  original  and  poetic  genius  shines  through  the 
coarseness  and  vulgarity  of  his  language,  and  intimates 
that  if  he  had  been  a  master  of  numbers,  he  might  have 
composed  a  poem  worthy  of  Spenser  himself.  As  this 
opinion  may  be  deemed  paradoxical,  I  shall  venture  to 
name  two  persons  of  eminence  of  the  same  sentiments : 
one,  the  late  Mr.  Merrick  of  Reading  (who  has  been  heard 
to  say  in  conversation,  that  Bunyan's  invention  was  like 
that  of  Homer) ;  the  other^  Dn  Roberts,  now  (late)  fellow 
of  Eton  college." 

These  opinions  of  Bunyan  will  be  found  amply  justified 
by  an  impartial  perusal  of  the  work  ■  in  question,  except 
with  regard  to  what  is  said  of  ^^  the  coarseness  and  vul- 
garity" of  Bunyan^s  style,  which  is  certainly  very  unjust. 
His  style,  if  compared  with  the  writers  of  his  age  on  subi- 
jects  of  religion,  and  particularly,  if  his  want  of  education 
be  taken  into  consideration,  will  suffer  very  little.  On 
the  other  hand,  there  is  reason  to  suspect  that,  by  some 
of  these  critics,  simplicity  has  been»mistaken  for  vulgarity, 
although  we  are  willing  to  allow  that  a  few  phrases  might 
be  elevated  in  expression  without  injury  to  the  sentiment. 
But  oT  what  author  in  the  seventeenth  century  may  not  this 
be  said  ?  It  ought  also  to  be  remembered  that  the  ^^  Pil- 
grim's Progress"  was  written  while  the  author  was  suffering 
a  long  imprisonment,  during  which  the  only  books  to  which 
he  had  access  were  the  Bible  and  Fox's  Martyrology; 
and  it  is  evident  that  the  whole  work  is  sprinkled  over  with 
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the  pbrasedogy  of  scriptare,  not  only  because  it  was  that 
in  nAich  h^^was  most  conversant,  but  that  which  was  the 
best  iuUpted  to  his  subject. 

Mr.  Granger^s  opinion  of  the  probable  advancement  he 
might  have  made  in  poetry,  has  been  opposed  by  the  late 
Dr.  Kippis.  in  the  Biographia  Britannica,  but  in  a  manner 
which  evinces  that  the  learned  doctor  was  a  very,  incom- 
petent judge.  He  says  Bunyan  ^^  had  the  invention,  but 
not  theMier  natural  qualifications  which  tre  necessary  to 
constitute  a  great  poet."  Now,  we  believe  it  is  the  uni- 
versal opinion  of  all  critics,  since  criticism  was  known,  that 
invention  is  the  first  qualification  of  a  poet,  and  Ihe  only 
one  which  can  be  called  natural,  all  others  depending  upon 
the  state  of  refinement  and  education  in  the  age  the  poet 
happens  to  live.  Hence  it  is  that  our  early  poets  are  in 
general  so  exceedingly  deficient  in  the  graces  of  harmony, 
and  that  many  of  our  modem  poets  have  little  else.  Witb 
respect  to  Patrick's  Pilgrim,  mentioned  above,  it  is  ne- 
cessary to  observe  that  (besides  its  being  doubtful  which 
was  first  published,  Bunyan*s  or  Patrick's)  the  question  is 
oot,  whether  Bunyan  might  not  have  been  preceded  by 
authors  ,twho  have  attempted  something  like  the  Pilgrim's 
Progress :  far  less  is  it  necessary  to  inquire,  whether  he 
be  entitled  to  the  merit  of  being  the  first  who  endeavoured 
to  convey  religious  instruction  in  allegory.  It  is  suflacient 
praise  that  when  his  work  appeared,  all  others  which  re- 
sembled it,  or  seemed  to  resemble  it,  became  forgotten  ; 
and  the  palm  of  the  highest  merit  was  assigned  to  him  by 
universal  consent  It  was,  therefore,  to  little  purpose  that 
a  small  volume  was  lately  published,  entitled  ^'  The  Isle  of 
Man,  or  the  legal  proceedings  in  Man-shire  against  Sin," 
by  the  rev.  R.  Bernard,  from  which  Bunyan  was  **  sup- 
posed" to  have  taken  the  idea  of  his  Pilgrim.  Bunyan's 
work  so  far  transcends  that  aud  every  similar  attempt,  that  he 
would  have  been  very  much  to  blame  (allowing,  what  can- 
not be  proved,  that  he«took  the  idea  from  Bernard)  had  he 
not  adopted  a  plan  which  he  was  qualified  to  execute  with 
such  superior  ability^ 

Of  late  years  many  imitations  have  been  attempted,  and 
many  rivals  have  appeared  to  Bunyan,  but  while  candour 
obliges  us  to  allow,  in  some  instances,  the  goodness  of  the 
intention,  and  that  they  are  written  in  a  style  which  pro- 
mises to  be  useful,  it  is  at  the  same  time  justice  to  our 
author  to  say,  that  they  fall  very  short  of  bis  performance 
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in  almost  every  requisite:  in  simplicity,  iQ^,tt|(5  preg|rva« 
tion  of  the  allegorical  characters,  ancT  in  t)isy^«r^gtj]ar  and 
unifoim  progress  'which  conducts  the  herb  tnrougnuevery 
scene;,  and  renders  every  scene  and  every  episode  subser- 
vient to  the  main  purpose.  How  well  this  has  been  exe-^ 
euted,  the  constant  and  increasing  popularity  of  the  '^  PiU 
grim's  Progress"  is  sufficient  to  demonstrate.  V^at  pleases 
all,  and  pleases  long,  must  have  extraordinary  n^t :  and 
that  there  is  a  peculiar  fascination  about  the  Pugrim  has 
never  been  denied  either  by  those  who  do  not  read  to  be 
instructed,  or  who  are  averse  to  the  author's  religious 
opinions.  Of  this  latter?  we  have  a  str^dng  instance  in 
dean  Swift  In  his  celebrated  Letter  to  a  young  Clergyman 
he  says,  '^  I  have  been  better  entertained,  and  more  in- 
formed, by  a  few  pagesi  in  the  Pilgrim's  Progress,  than 
by  ft  long  discourse  upon  the  will,  and  the  intellect,  and 
simple  ^nd  complex  ideas."  "It  m^st  be  allowed  to  be  no 
small  merit  to  \f^.y»  fixed  the  attention  of  such  a  man  as 
Swift^  and  to  baVe  conciliated  the  esteem  6f  men  of  critical 
taste^^^on  account  of  the  powers  of  invention,  and  the  ex« 
ercise  of  a  rich  and  fertile  imagination. 

It  may  be  proper  here  to  remark,  that  there  is  a  small 
.book,  which  has  been  often  printed  with  it  under  the  title 
pf  a  Third  Part  of  the  Pilgrim's  Progress ;  but  the  purpose 
of  our  making  the  remark  is  to  guard  our  readers  against  it 
as  a  very  gross  imposition.  The  late  rev.  John  Newton,  by 
a  very  happy  figure,  asserts  that  ^^  a  common  hedgestake 
deserves  as  much  to  be  compared  with  Aaron's  rod,  which 
yielded  blossoms  and  almonds,  as  this  poor  performance  to 
be  obtruded  upon  the  world  under  the  title  of  the  "  Third 
Part  of  the  Pilgrim's  Progress."  Besides  that  this  forgery 
contradicts  Bunyan's  doctrines,  it  is  evident  that  his  plan 
was  completed  in  his  Second  Part,  and  that  no  addition 
could  have  been  made  even  by  his  own  ingenious  pen,  that 
would  not  have  partaken  of  the  nature  of  a  repetition.  It 
remains  to  be  noticed,  that  they  Who  have  read  no  other 
production  of  Bunyan,  have  yet  to  learn  the  extent,  of  the 
wonderful  powers  displayed  in  his  various  works. .  Consi- 
derihsf  his  narrow  and  confined  education,  we  have  been 
almost  equally  strupk  with  the  perspicuous  and  clear  views 
of  his  various  theological  and  practical  treatises,  as^  the 
ij^orks  of  a  man  gifted  in  a  most  uncommon  degree..  \ 

'  Biog.  Brit— *Life  by  bimflelf.— Ath.  Ox,  rol.  II.-^&c» 
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BUONACCORSI.     See  PERINO  DEL  VAGA. 

BUONACCORSI.     See  ESPERIENTE. 

BUONAMICI  (Castruccio),  an  Italian  historian,  was 
born  at  Lucca  in  1710,  of  a  reputable  family,  and  first  em- 
braced the  ecclesiastical  state.  His  studies  being  finished, 
he  went  to  Rome,  and  during  a  stay  of  some  years  in  that 
city,  attracted  the  notice  of  the  cardinal  de  Polignac,  who 
was  desir#us  of  gaining  his  attachment,  but  whom  he  re- 
fused to  accompany  into  France.  Not  n}eeting  in  the 
church  with  the  advantages  he  had  promised  himself,  he 
gave  it  up,  in  order  to  bear  arms  in  the  service  of  the  king 
of  the  Two  Sicilies,  which,  however,  did  not  prevent  his 
devoting  himself  to  the  study  of  the  belles-lettres.  He 
wrote  in  Latin  the  history  of  the  war  of  Velletri  in  1745, 
between  the  Austrians  and  NeapoUtans,  in  which  he  was 
employed,  under  the  title  of  **  De  rebus  ad  Velitras  g^stis 
commentarius,"'  1746,  4to.  This  obtained  him  a  pension 
from  the  king  of  Naples,  and  the  rank  of  commissary  ge- 
neral of  artillery/  But  his  most  considerable  work  is  the 
history  of  the  war  in  Italy,  which  appeared  in  1750  and 
1751,  under  this  title,  "  De  hello  Italicocommentarii,"  4to, 
in  three  books,  for  which  he  got  the  title  of  count  to  him- 
self and  his  descendants.  These  two  histories  are  much 
esteemed  for  the  correctness  of  the  narration  and  the  purity 
of  the  Latinity,  and  have  been  several  times  reprinted. 
The  count  de  Buonamici  also  composed  a  treatise  "De 
scientia  militari,''  but  which  has  not  hitherto  been  publish- 
ed. He  died  in  176 1,  at  Lucca,  the  place  of  his  nativity, 
whither  he  was  come  for  the  benefit  of  his  health.  The 
name  of  Castruccio  being  very  famous  in  the  history  of 
Luccai  he  adopted  it  on  his  going  into  the  Neapolitan  ser- 
vice, instead  of  his  baptismal  name,  which  was  Francis- 
Joseph-Mary.  His  work  on  the  war  in  Italy  was  trans- 
lated into  English,  and  published  in  1753  at  London  by 
A.  Wishart,  M.  A.  under  the  title  of  "  Commentaries  of 
the  late  war  in  Italy,"  8vo.  * 

BUONARROTI  (Michel  Angelo),  a  most  illustrious 
painter,  sculptor,  and  architect,  was  born  in  the  castle  of 
Oaprese,  in  Tuscany,  March  6,  1 474,  and  descended  from 
the  noble  family  of  the  counts  of  Canossa.  At  the  time  of 
bis  birth,  his  father,  Lodovico  di  Leonardo  Buonarroti  Si- 
Odone^  was  podesta,  or  governor  of  Caprese  and  Chiusi, 

1  Diet  Hilt.— Saxii  Onomast. 
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and  as  be  had  not  risen  above  the  superstitious  belief  in 
astrological  predictions^  so  common  in  that  age^  be  was 
probably  pleased  to  hear  that  '^  his  child  would  be  a  very 
extraordinary  genius."  His  biographers  indeed  go  »o  far 
as  to  tell  us  of  a  prediction,  that  he  would  excel  in  paint^ 
ing,  sculpture,  and  architecture.  When  of  a  proper  age, 
Michel  Angelo  was  sent  to  a  grammar-school  at  Florence, 
where,  whatever  progress  he  might  make  in  his  books,  be 
contracted  a  fondne^  for  drawing,  which  at  first  alarmed 
the  pride  of  his  family,  but  his  father  at  length  perceiving 
that  it  was  hopeless  to  give  his  mind  any  other  direction, 
placed  him  under  Domenico  Ghirlandaio,  the.most  eminent 
painter  at  that  time  in  Florence,  and  one  of  the  most  cele- 
brated in  Italy.  He  was  accordingly  articled  for  three 
years  to  Ghirlandaio,  from  April  1488,  but  is  said  to  have 
reaped  no  benefit  from  his  instructions,  as  his  master  soon 
became  jealous  of  his  talents.  He  rapidly,  however,  sur- 
passed his  contemporary  students,  by  xjf^  force  of  his  ge* 
nius,  and  his  study  of  nature  ;  and  adopted  a  style  of  draw- 
ing and  design  more  bold  and  daring  than  Ghirlandaio  had 
been  accustomed  to  see  practised  in  his  school }  and,  from 
an  anecdote  Vasari  tells,  it  would  seem  Michel  Angelo 
soon  felt  himself  even  superior  to  his  master.  One  Of  the 
pupils  copying  a  female  portrait  from  a  drawing  by  Ghir*- 
landaio,  he  took  a  pen  and  made  a  strong  outline  round  it 
on  the  same  paper,  to  shew  him  its  defects ;  and  the  supe* 
rior  style  of  the  contour  was  as  much  admired  as  the  act 
was  considered  confident  and  presumptuous.  His  great 
facility  in  copying  with  accuracy  whatever  objects  were 
before  him  sometimes  forced  a  compliment  even  from 
Ghirlandaio  himself. 

When  about  this  time  Lorenzo  de  Medici  established  a 
school  for  the  advancement  of  sculpture,  in  a  garden  in 
Florence,  under  the  superintendence  of  Bertoldo,  Lorenzo 
requested  Ghirlandaio  to  permit  any  of  his  scholars  to 
study  there,  who  were  desirous  of  drawing  from  the  am- 
tique,  and  from  that  time  the  Medici  garden  became  tha 
favourite  school  of  Michel  Angelo.  No  sooner  had  he  enter- 
ed upon  his  studies  here,  than  seeing  a  student  modeUiog 
some  figures  in  clay,  he  felt  an  emulation  to  do  the  same  ( 
and  Lorenzo,  who  frequently  visited  the  gardens,  obsenr-* 
ing  his  progress,  encouraged  him  with  expressions  of  ap- 
probation. He  was,  not  long  after,  desirous  to  try  bis 
skill  ii^  marble^  aiid  being  particularly  interested  in  a  nnr 
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tilated  old  head,  or  rather  a  mask  representing  a  laughing 
Faun,  he  chose  it  for  bis  original.  Although  this  was  his 
first  essay  in  sculpture,  be  finished  it  in  a  few  days,  sup- 
plying what  was  imperfect  in  thd  original,  and  making 
some  other  additions.  Lorenzo  visiting  his  garden  as 
usual,  found  Michel  Angelo  polishing  his  mask,  and 
thought  it  an  extraordinary  work  for  so  young  an  artist ; 
yet  jestingly  remarked,  ^*  You  have  restored  to  the  old 
Faun  all  his  teeth,  but  don't  you  know  that  a  man  of  such 
an  age  has  generally  some  wanting  ?"  Upon  this  observa- 
tion, the  moment  Lorenzo  departed,  Michel  Angelo  broke 
a  tooth  from  the  upper  jaw,  and  drilled  a  bole  in  the  gum 
to  represent  its  haviug  fallen  out. 

To  this  little  circumstance  Michel  Angelo,  who  was  now 
between  fifteen  and  sixteen  years  old,  owed  the  patronage 
of  Lorenzo,  who  adopted  bim  into  bis  family,  provided 
him  with  a  room,  and  every  accommodation  in  the  palace, 
treated  him  as  hr^iwn  son,  and  introduced  him  to  men  of 
rank  and  genhis.  Among  others  he  formed  an  intimacy 
with  Politiano,  who  resided  under  the  same  roof,  and  soon 
became  warmly  attached  to  bis  interests.  At  his  recom- 
mendation he  executed  a  basso-relievo  in  marble,  the  sub- 
ject of  which  was  the  battle  of  the  Centaurs,  of  which  it  is 
suflScient  praise,  that  it  stood  approved  in  the  riper  judg- 
mei^  of  Michel  Angelo  himself,  who,  although  not  indui-^ 
gent  to  his  own  productions,  did  not  hesitate  on  seeing  it, 
even  in  the  decline  of  life,  to  express  his  regret  that  he 
had  not  entirely  devoted  himself  to  sculpture.  In  1492, 
death  deprived  him*  of  the  patronage  of  Lorenzo,  whicb^ 
however,  was  in  some  measure  continued  to  him  by  Lo- 
renzo's successor,  a  man  of  corrupt  and  vitiated  taste,  of 
whose  discrimination  in  merit  we  have  this  notable  proof 
that  he  boasted  of  two  extraordinary  persons  in  bis  house, 
Michel  Angelo,  and  a  Spanish  footman  who  could  out-run 
a  horse.  Michel  Angelo,  however,  prosecuted  his  studies, 
tod  produced  some  fine  specimens  of  art,  until  the  tran- 
quillity of  Florence  was  disturbed  by  the  haughty  and  pu- 
sillanimous conduct  of  his  patron,  Piero  de  Medici,  when 
he  thought  proper  to  retire  to  Bologna  to  avoid  the  im- 
pending evils.  '  Here  he  was  invited  into  the  house  of  Al- 
dovrandi,  a  Bolognese  gentleman,  and  one  of  the  sixteen . 
constituting  the  government,  and  during  his  stay  executed 
two  statues  in  marble  for  the  church  of  St.  Domenico. 
After  remaining  with  this  hospitable  friend  somewhat  more 


^*  -*'V 


B  U  O  N  A  R  R  O  T  I.  297 

than  a  year,  the  affairs  of  Florence  being  tranquillized,  he 
returned  home  to  bis  father^s  house,  pursued  bis  profes- 
sion, and  produced  a  statue  of  a  sleeping  Cupid,  that  ad- 
vanced his  reputation,  but  not  without  the  aid  of  some 
trick.  He  was  advised  hy  a  friend  to  stain  the  mairble  so 
as  to  give  it  the  appearance  of  an  antique,  and  in  this 
state  it  was  sent  to  Rome  to  an  agent  who  pretended  to 
have  dug  it  up  in  a  vineyard,  and  sold  to  cardinal  St.  Gior- 
gio for  two  hundred  ducats.  What  rendered  this  imposi- 
tion unnecessary  to  Michel  Angelo's  fame,  was,  that  on 
the  discovery  of  the  real  artist,  he  received  the  most  flat* 
tering  praises,  and  was  invited  to  Rome,  as  the  proper 
theatre  for  the  exercise  of  his  talents.  At  Rome  he  made 
several  statues,  which  placed  hrm  in  an  enviable  rank 
among  his  contemporaries,  and  a  cartoon  of  St.  Francis  re- 
ceiving the  stigmata^  painted  in  distemper  for  St.  Pietro 
in  Montorio;  and  while  he  executed  these  commissions 
both  with  credit  and  profit  to  himself,  he  was  also  indefa- 
tigable by  observation  and  study  to  improve  and  elevate 
his  style. 

On  the  promotion  of  Pietro  Soderini,  to  the  rank  of  per- 
petual gonfaloniere,  or  chief  magistrate  of  Florence,  Mi- 
chel Angelo  was  advised  to  return  thither,  as  Soderini  had 
the  reputation  of  an  encourager  of  genius,  and  he  intro- 
duced himself  to  his  patronage  by  a  colossal  statue  of 
David,  a  figure  in  bronze,  name  unknown,  and  a  groupe  of 
David  and  Goliath.  At  the  same  time,  that  he  micrht  not 
entirely  neglect  the  practice  of  painting,  he  painted  a 
holy  fa^nily  for  one  Angelo  Doni,  concerning  which  Vasari 
relates  the  following  anecdote*  When  the  picture  was 
finished,  it  was  sent  home  with  a  note  requesting  the  pay- 
ment of  seventy  ducats :  Angelo  Doni  did  not  expect  such 
a  charge,  and  told  the  messenger  he  would  give  forty, 
which  he  thought  sufficient :  Michel  Angelo  immediately 
sent  b^ck  the  servant,  and  demanded  his  picture,  or  an 
hundred  ducats  :  Angelo  Doni,  not  liking  to  part  with  it, 
returned  the  messenger,  agreeing  to  pay  the  original  sum, 
but  Michel  Angelo,  indignant  at  being  haggled  with,  then 
doubled  his  first  demand,  and  Angelo  Doni,  still  wishing  to 
possess  the  picture,  acceded,  rather  than  try  any  further 
experiment  to  abate  his  price. 

That  Michel  Angelo  might  have  an  opportunity  of  add- 
ing to  his  fame  as  a  painter,  the  gonfaloniere  commissioned 
bim  to  paint  a  large  historical  subject,  to  ornament  the  haU 
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of  the  ducal  palace ;  and  as  it  was  the  honourable  ambition 
of  Soderini  to  employ  the  talents  of  bis  country  in  the  esta- 
blishment of  its  fame,  he  engaged  the  abilities  of  Leonardo 
4a  Vinciy  at  the  same  time,  to  execute  a  corresponding 
picture  to  occupy  the  opposite  side  of  the  hall.  An  event 
in  the  war  between  the  Florentines  and  Pisans,  was  the 
subject  Michel  Angelo  chose^  and  that  of  Leonardo  da 
Vinci  was  a  battle  of  cavalry.  Michel  Angelo's  cartoon 
was  the  most  extraordinary  work  that  had  appeared  since 
the  revival  of  the  arts  in  Italy,  but  as  no  part  of  it  now  re- 
mains, an  idea  of  it  can  be  formed  only  from  Vasari's  ac- 
count and  description.  Such  was  the  excellence  of  this 
work,  (hat  some  thought  it  absolute  perfection  ;  not  to  be 
^  rivalled,  and  hopeless  to  be  approached ;  and  certainly 
some  credit  is  due  to  this  opinion,  as  from  the  time  it  was 
j^aced  in  the  papal* hall,  it  was  for  many  years  constantly 
visited  by  foreigners  as  well  as  natives,  who,  by  studying 
and  drawing  from  it,  became  eminent  masters.  It  requires 
to  be  added,  however,  that  the  cartoon  was  all  that  was 
finished ;  from  various  causes,  the  picture  itself  was  never 
begun,  and  the  cartoon,  which  was  exhibited  to  students 
for  their  improvement,  was  by  degrees  mutilated  and  de- 
stroyed, an  irreparable  injury  to  posterity. 

On  the  accession  of  pope  Julius  11.  a  patron  of  genius 
di)d  learning,  Michel  Angelo  was  among  the  first  invited 
to  his  court,  and  after  some  time  the  pope  gave  him  an 
unlimited  commission  to  make  a  mausoleum.  Having  re- 
ceived full  powers^  be  commenced  a  design  worthy  of 
himself  and  his  patron.  The  plan  was  a  parallelogram, 
and  the  superstructure  to  consist  of  forty  statues,  many  of 
which  were  to  be  colossal,  interspersed  with  ornamental 
figures  and  bronze  basso-relievos,  besides  the  necessary 
architecture,  with  appropriate  decorations,  to  unite  the 
composition  into  6ne  stupendous  whole.  When  this 
magnificent  design  was  completed,  it  met  with  the  pope^s 
entire  approbation,  and  Michel  Angelo  was  desired 
to  go  int9  St.  Peter's  to  see  where  it  could  be  conve- 
niently placed.  Michel  Angelo  fixed  upon  a  particular 
9pot,  but  the  church  itself,  now  old,  being  considered 
as  ill-adapted  for  so  superb  a  mausoleum^  the  pope,  after 
many  consultations  with  architects,  determined  to  rebuild 
St.  Peter's ;  and  this  is  the  origin  of  that  edifice  which 
took  a  hundred  and  fifty  years  to  complete,  and  is  now  the 
^grandest  display  of  architectural  splendour  that  ornaments 
the  Christian  world.    To  those^  says  his  late  excellent 
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biographer^  who  are  curious  in  tracing  the  remote  causes 
of  great  events  to  their  source,  Michel  Angelo  perhaps  may 
be  i  yuud,  though  very  unexpectedly,  to  have  thutf  Jaid  the 
first  stone  of  the  reformation.  His  monuftienfc  demanded 
a  building  of  coi'responding  magnificence;  to  prosecute 
the  uiKtertaking  money  was  wanting,  and  indulgences  were 
sold  to  supply  the  deficiency  of  the  treasury.  A  monk  of 
Saxony  (Luther)  opposed  the  authority  of  the  church,  and 
this  singular  fatality  attended  the  event,  that  whilst  the 
most  splendid  edifice  which  the  world  had  ever  seen  was 
building  for  the  catholic  faith,  the  religion  to  which  it  was 
consecrated  was  shaken  to  the  foundation. 

The  work  was  begun,  but  before  it  had  proceeded  far, 
Michel  Angelo  met  with  some  affront  from  the  servants 
of  the  papal  palace,  who  were  jealous  of  his  favour  with 
the  pope,  and  not  being  admitted  to  his  holiness  when  be 
came  on  business,  set  off  from  Rome  for  Florence.  As 
soon  as  this  was  known,  couriers  were  dispatched  after 
him,  but,  as  he  had  got  beyond  the  pope's  territories,  they 
could  not  use  force,  and  only  obtained  of  Michel  Angelo 
a  letter  to  the  pope  explaining  the  cause  of  his  departure. 
But  after  some  time,  and  the  intercessiorn  of  fripnds,  Michel 
Angelo  consented  to  return  to  Rome,  where,  to  his  greatdis* 
appointment,  he  found  that  the  pope  had  changed  his  ixiind, 
and  instead  of  completing  the  monument,  had  determined 
to  decorate  with  pictures  the  ceilings  and  walls  of  the  Sis- 
tine  chapel,  in  honour  of  the  memory  of  his  uncle  Sistus  IV. 
The  walls  of  this  chapel  were  already  ornainented  with 
historical  paintings  by  various  masters,  but  these  were  now 
to  be  effaced,  and  the  entire  chapel  to  be  painted  by 
Michel  Angelo,  so  as  to  correspond  in  its  parts,  and  make 
one  uniform  whole.  Michel  Angelo  was  diffident  of  his 
powers  in  fresco- painting,  and  recommended  Rafiaello, 
but  the  pope  was  peremptory,  and  our  artist  obliged  ta 
yield.  He  accordingly  prepared  the  cartoons,  and  en- 
deavoured •  to  engage  persons  eixperienced  in  frefsco- 
painting,  but  being  disappointed  in  the  first  specimen  of 
their  abilities,  he  determined  himself  to  try  how  far  he 
could  overcome  the  difficulties  which  made  it  necessary 
for  him  to  seek  their  aid,  and  succeeded  in  painting  the 
ceiling  to  the  astonishment  and  admiration  even  of  his 
enemies.  For  the  description  of  this  stupendous  monu- 
ment of  human  genius,  we  must  refer  to  our  authority, 
]but  the  circumstance  not  the  least  remarkable,  was,  that 
the  whole  was  completed  in  twenty  months^  and  on  All- 
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Saints-Day^  1512,  the  chapel  was  opened,  and  the  pope 
officiated  at  high  mass  taa  crowded  and  admiring  audience. 
Michel  Angelo  next  applied  hiqiself  to  make  designs  fot 
other  pictures  for  the  sides  of  the  chapel,  to  complete  the 
original  plan:  but  on  Feb»  21,  1513,  the  pope  died,  and 
to  Michel  Angelo  his  loss  was  not  supplied.  The  old 
paintings  still  remain  on  the  walls  of  this  chapel. 

Julius  II.  was  succeeded  by  the  celebrated  Leo  X.  who 
professed  the  same  warmth  of  attachment,  and  the  same 
zeal  to  promote  the  talents  of  Michel  Angelo.  But  we 
have  already  seen  that  the  attachment  of  this  great  artistes 
patrons  was  mixed  with  a  degree  of  caprice  which  reduced 
him  often  to  a  state  of  servitude.  Michel  Angelo  had  re- 
ceived instructions  to  construct  a  monument  for  Julias  II. 
on  a  lesser  «cale  than  the  mausoleum  whiqh  we  have  already 
mentioned.  This  Leo  X.  immediately  interrupted,  by  in- 
sisting on  his  going  to  Florence  to  build  the  fagade  or  the 
church  of  S.  Lorenzo,  which  remained  unfinished  fronhi  the 
time  of  his  grandfather  Cosmo  de  Medici,  and  Michel 
Angelo,  after  in  vain  pleading  the  engagetnent  he  Was 
under,  was  obliged  to  comply.  Nor  was  this  all.  Whil^ 
at  Carrara,  qrdering  the  necessary  marble,  he  received  a 
letter  from  Leo  desiring  him  to  go  to  Pietra  Santa,  where 
his  holiness  had  been  told  there  was  marble  equal  to  that 
of  Carrara.  Michel  Angelo  obeyed,  and  reported  that  the 
marble  was  of  an  inferior  quality,  and  that  there  was  no 
means:  of  conveying  it  to  Florence  without  maHhg  a  road 
of  many  miles  to  the  sea,  through  mountains,  and  over 
marshes,  &c.  The  pope,  however,  flattered  with  the 
prospect  of  procQring  marble  from  a  territory  which  he 
could  at  any  time  call  his  own,  ordered  him  to  proceed, 
the  result  of  which  was  that  the  talents  of -this  great  mkn 
W6re  buried  in  those  mountains,  and  his  time  consumed 
during  the  whole  reign  of  Leo  X.  (above  eight  years)  in 
Uttle  other  than  raising  stone  out  of  a  quarry,  and  making 
a  road  to  convey  it  to  the  sea.  At  the  death  of  Leo'«tbe 
fagade  of  S.' Lorenzo  was  not  advanced  beyond  its  founda- 
tion, and  the  time  of  Michel  Angelo  had  been  consumed 
in  making  a  road,  in  seeing  that  five  columns  were  made 
at  the  quarry  of  Pietra  Santa,  in  conducting  them  to  the 
sea-side,,  and  in  transporting  one  of  them  to  Florence; 
this  employment,  with  occasionally  making  some  models 
in  wax,  and  some  trifling  designs  for  the  interior  of  a  room 
in  the  Medici  palace,  appears  to  have  been  all  the  benefit 
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that  was  derived  from  his  talents  during  the  wholQ  of  this 
pontificate: 

During  the  pontificate  of  Adrian  VI.  who  succeeded 
Leo,  the  facade  of  S.  Lorenzo  was  altogether  laid  aside, 
^nd  Michel  Angelo  endeavoured  to  i^sume  his  labours  on 
the  mon^nient  of  Julius  IL  for  which  the  heirs  of  Julius 
were  impatient,  and  threatened  tp  make  the  artist  account 
for  the  monies  received  in  the  pontificate  of  Julius.  He 
found  a  friend,  however,  in  the  cardinal  Giuiiano  de  Me- 
dici, who  commissioned  him  to  build  a  library  and  new 
sacristy  to  the  church  of  S.  Lorenzo,  to  serve  as  a  mauso- 
leum for  the^ Medici  family;  and  also  to  execute  moou^i- 
ments  to  the  memory  of  the  dukes  Giuiiano  and  Lorenzo^ 
to  be  placed  in  it ;  and  these  works  took  up  the  whole,  of 
Michel  Angelo's  attention  during  the  short  pontificate  of 
Adrian  VI.  which  lasted  only  twenty  months,  ending  Sept 
14,  1523.  During  the  first  part  of  the  pontificate  of  his 
successor  Clement  VIL  formerly  Giuiiano  de  Medici,  Michel 
Angelo  went  on  with  the  chapel  and  library  of  S.  Lorenza, 
which  Giuiiano  bad  ordered,  and  executed  a  statue  of 
Christy  of  the  size  of  nature,  ^to  be  placed  on  an  altar  in 
the  church  of  Santa  Maria  Sopra  Minerva,  at  Rome,^  and 
which  is  still  in  that  church,  but  on  a  pedestal  at  th^  en- 
trance of  the  choir.  During  the  wars  which  succeeded, 
we  find  him  employing  his  talents  pn  works  of  fortification 
at  Florence,  when  besieged  by  the  prince  of  Orange,  but 
bearing  of  some  treacherous  plans  to  undermine  the  re- 
public, h#  withdrew  secretly  to  Ferrara,  and  thence  to 
Venice.  .  Being,  however,  solicited  by  persons  high  in 
ofiice  not  to  abandon  the  post  committed  to  his  charge,  he 
returned,  and  resumed  his  situation,,  until  the  city  sur- 
rendered to  the  pope,  when  he  was  obliged  to  secrete  him- 
self in  an  obscure  retreat.  The  pope  having  by  a  pubUc 
manifesto  given  him  assurances,  that  if  he  would  discover 
himself  be  should  not  be  molested,  on  condition  that  he 
would  furnish  the  two  monuments  in  St.  Lorenzo,  already 
begun,  Michel  Angelo,  on  this,  with  little  respect  for 
the  persons  his  genius  was  to  commemorate,  and  with  less 
affection  for  his  employer,  hastened  to  complete  his .  la- 
bour; not  with  any  ardour  of  sentiment,  but  as  a  task 
which  was  the  price  of  his  liberty.  .    .  .  j 

Tranquillity  being  restored  in  Italy,  Michel  Angelo 
was  again  called  upon  by  the  duke  of  Urbino,  to  complete 
the  monument  of  Julius  IL  agreeable  to  the  last  design^ 
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and  was  again  interrupted  by  the  pope,  who  wislied 
to  employ  him  at  Florence,  and  afterwards  ordered  him 
to  paint  the  two  end  walls  of  the  Sistine  chapel.  Our 
artist  being  unable  openly  to  oppose  the  will  of  the 
pope,  procrastinated  the  work  as  much  as  possible,  and 
while  he  was  engaged  in  making  a  cartoon  for  the  chapel, 
secretly  employed  as  much  of  his  time  as  circumstances 
would  allow,  in  forwarding  the  monument  to  Julius  II. 
.But  this  was  again  interrupted  by  the  next  pope,  Paul  III. 
akhoag^  at  length,  after  much  negociation^  and  after 
ebaoging  the  design  three  times,  he  was  permitted  to 
•complete  his  task,  which  was  placed,  not  in  St.  Peter's, 
as  originally  intended,  but  in  the  church  of  S.  Pietro,  in 
Vincoli. 

As  there  now  remained  no  objection  to  Michq)  AngeIo*s 
devoting  his  time  to  the  service  of  the  pope,  he  commenced 
painting  the  great  work  of  the  Last  Judgment,  in  the 
Sistine  chapel,  which  was  finished  in  1541,  and  the  chapel 
opened  on  Christmas  day.  Persons  are  described  to  have 
come  from  the  most  distant  parts  of  Italy  to  see  it,  and 
the  public  and  the  court  were  rivals  in  admiration,  which 
must  have  been  peculiarly  grateful  to  Michel  Angelo,  not 
only  from  that  pleasure  common  to  all  men  who  are  con^- 
scious  of  deserving  well,  and  having  those  claims  allowed, 
but  in  succeeding  to  give  the  pope  Paul  III.  entire  satis* 
faction,  who,  in  the  first  year  of  his  pontificate,  liberally 
provided  him  with  a  pension  for  his  life  of  six  hundred 
pounds  a  year,  to  enable  him  to  prosecute  the  undertaking 
to  his  own  satisfaction. 

Near  to  the  Sistine  chapel,  in  the  Vatican,  Antonio'de 
San  Gallo  built  another  by  the  order  of  Paul  III.  which  is 
called  after  its  founcler  the  Paoiine  chapel,  and  the  pope 
being  solicitous  to  render  it  more  honourable  to  his  name, 
desired  Michel  Angelo  would  paint  the  walls  in  fresco. 
Although  he  now  began  to  feel  he  was  an  old  man,  he  un- 
dertook the  commission,  and  on  the  sides  opposite  to  each 
other  painted  two  large  pictures,  representing  the  martyr- 
dom of  St.  Peter,  and  the  conversion  of  St.  Paul.  These 
pictures,  he  said,  cost  him  great  fatigue,  and  in  their 
progress  declared  himself  sorry  to  find  fresco  painting  was 
not  an  employment  for  his  years  ;  he  therefore  petitioned 
his  holiness  that  Perino  del  Vaga  might  finish  the  ceiling 
from  his  designs,  which  was  to  have  been  decoi  ated  with 
painting  and  stucco  ornaments ;  but  this  part  of  the  wort 
was  not  afterwards  carried  into  execution. 
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The  pope  often  consulted  Michel  Angelo  as  an.  architect^ 
although  Antonio  de  San  Gallo  was  the  architect  of  St. 
Peter's  churchy  and  promoted  to  that  situation  by  his  in<- 
terest  when  cardinal  Farnese,  and  now  employed  in  his 
private  concerns.  The  Farnese  palace  in  Rome  was  de- 
^signed,  by  San  Gallo,  and  the  building  advanced  by  him 
during  his  life ;  yet  Michel  Angelo  constructed  the  bold 
projecting  cornice  that  surrounds  the  top^  in  conjunction 
with  him,  at  the  express  desire  of  the  pope.  He  also  con- 
sulted Michel  Angelo  in  fortifying  the  Borgo,  and  made 
designs  for  that  purpose  ;  but  the  discussion  of  this  subject 
proved  the  cause  of  some  enmity  between  these  two  rivals 
in  the  pope's  esteem.  In  1546  San  Gallo  died,  and  Mi- 
chel Angelo  was  called  upon  to  fill  his  situation  as  archi- 
tect of  St.  Peter's :  he  at  first  declined  that  honour,  but 
iiis  holiness  laid  his  commands  upon  him,  which  admit.ted 
neither  of  apology  nor  excuse ;  however  he  accepted  the 
appointment  upon  those  conditions,  that  he  would  receive 
no  salary,  and  that  it  should  be  so  expressed  in  the  patent, 
as  he  undertook  the  office  purely  from  devotional  feelings; 
and  that,  as  hitherto  the  various  persons  employed  in  all 
the  subordinate  situations  had  only  considered  their  own 
interest  to  the  extreme  prejudice  of  the  undertaking,  he 
should  be  empowered  to  discharge  them,  and  appoint 
others  in  their  stead ;  and  lastly,  that  he  should  be  per- 
mitted to  make  whatever  alterations  he  chose  in  San  Gallo's 
design,  or  entirely  supply  its  place  with  what  he  might 
consider  more  simple,  or  in  a  better  style.  To  these  con- 
ditions his  holiness  acceded,  and  the  patent  was  made  out 
accordingly! 

San  Gallo's  model  being  more  conformable  to  the  prin- 
ciples of  Saracenic  than  of  Grecian  or  Roman  architecture 
in  the  multiplicity  knd  division  of  its  parts,  Michel  Angelo 
made  an  original  design  upon  a  reduced  scale,  on  the  plan 
of  a  Greek  cross,  which  met  with  the  pope's  approbation; 
for,  although  the  dimensions  were  less,  the  form  was  more 
grand  than  that  of  San  Gall#'s  model.  Having  commenced 
bis  labours  on  this  edifice,  it  advanced  with  considerable 
activity,  and  before  the  end  of  the  pontificate  of  Paul  HI. 
began  to  assume  its  general  form  and  character.  7'his,  how- 
ever, was  only  a  part  of  his  extensive  engagements.  He  was 
tsommissioned  to  carry  on  the  building  of  the  Faniese  palace,, 
left  unfinished  by  the  death  of  San  Gallo ;  and  employed  to 
build  a  palace  on  the  Capitol ine-hill  for  the  senator  of 
Rome,  two  galleries  for   the  reception  of  sculpture*  and 
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pictures,  ,and  also  to  ornament  this  celebrated  sitelwith 
antique  statjues  and  relics  of  antiquity,  from  time  to  tioae 
dug  up  and.  discovered  in  Rome  and  its  environs. 

As  in  proceeding  with  St.  Peter^s,  be  had,  agreeably  to 
his  patent,  chosen  bis  own  workmen,  and  dismissed  others, 
the  latter  seldom  failed  of  exerting  such  malice  against 
him  as  they  could  display  with  impunity  ;  and  being  exas- 
perated by  disappointments,  they  endeavoured  to  repre- 
sent him  as  an  unworthy  successor  of  San  Gallo,  and  upon 
the  death  of  Paul  III.  an  effort  was  made  to  remove  him 
from  his  situation,  but  Julius  III.  who  succeeded  to  the 
pontificate,  was  not  less  favourably  disposed  towards  him 
than  his  predecessor;  however,  they  presented  a  memorial, 
-petitioning  the  pope  to  hold  a  committee  of  architects  in 
St.  Peter^s  at  Rome,  to  convince  his  holiness  that  their 
accusations  and  complaints  werie  not  unfounded.  At  the 
head  of  this  party  was  cardinal  Salviati,  nephew  to  Leo  X. 
and  cardinal  Marcello  Cervino,  who  was  afterwards  pope 
by  the  title  of  Marcellus  II.  Julius  agreed  to  the  investi^ 
gation,  and  the  parties  appeared  in  his  presence.  The 
complainants  stated,  that  the  church  wanted  light,  and  the 
architects  had  previously  furnished  the  two  cardinals  with 
a  particular  example  to  prove  the  basis  of  the  general  po- 
sition,  which  was,  that  he  had  walled  up  a  recess  for  three 
chapels,  and  made  only  three  insuf&cient  windows ;  upon 
which  the  pope  asked  Michel  Angelo  to  give  his  reasons 
for  having  done  so ;  he  replied,  *^  I  should  wish  first  to 
hear  the  deputies."'  Cardinal  JVLarcello  immediately  said 
for  himself  and  cardinal  Salviati,  ^'  We  ourselves  are  the 
deputies.'*  Then  said  Michel  Angelo,  "  In  the  part  of 
the  church  alluded  to,  over  those  windows  are  to  be  placed 
three  others."  "  You  never  said  that  before,"  replied 
the  cardinal ;  to  which  he  answered  with  some  warmth : 
•'  I  am  not,  neither  will  I  ever  be  obliged  to  tell  your 
eminence,  or  any  one  else,  what  I  ought  or  am  disposed 
to  do ;  it  is  your  office  to  see  that  the  money  be  provided, 
to  take  care  of  the  thieves,  an#  to  leave  the  building*  of  St. 
Peter's  to  me."  Turning  to  the  pope,  "  Holy  father,  you 
see  what  I  gain ;  if  these  machinations  to  which  I  am  ex- 
posed are  not  for  my  spiritual  welfare,  I  lose  both  my 
labour  and  my  time."  The  pope  replied,  putting  hia 
bands  upon  his  shoulders,  ^^  Do  not  doubt,  your  gain  is 
now,  and  will  be  hereafter;"  and  at  the  same  time  gave 
him  assurance  of  his  confidence  and  esteem. 
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Julius  prosecuted  no  work  in  architecture  or  sculpture 
without  consulting  him.  What  was  done  in  the  Vatican^ 
or  in  his  villa  on  the  Flaminian  way,  was  with  Michel  An- 
gelo^s  advice  and  superintendance.  He  was  employed  also 
to  rebuild  a  bridge  across  the  Tiber,  but  as  his  enemies 
artfully  pretended  to  commiserate  his  advanced  age,  he  so 
far  fell  into  this  new  snare  as  to  leave  the  bridge  to  be 
completed  by  an  inferior  artist,  and  in  five  years  it  was 
washed  away  by  a  flood,  as  Michel  Angelo  had  prophe- 
sied. In  1555  his  friend  and  patron  pope  Julius  died, 
and  perhaps  it  would  have  been  happier  for  Michel  Angelo 
if  they  had  ended  their  days  together,  for  he  was  novir 
eighty-one  years  old,  and  the  remainder  of  his  life  was 
interrupted  by  the  caprices  of  four  successive  popes,  and 
the  intrigues  under  their  pontificates.  Under  all  these 
vexations,  however,  he  went  on  by  degrees  with  his  great 
undertaking,  and  furnished  desio^us  for  various  inferior 
works,  but  his  enemies  were  still  restless.'  He  now  saw 
that  his  greatest  crime  was  that  of  having  lived  too  long; 
and  being  thoroughly  disgusted  with  the  cabals,  he  was 
solicitous  to  resign,  that  his  last  days  might  not  be  tor- 
mented by  the  unprincipled  exertions  of  a  worthless  fac- 
tion. That  he  did  not  complain  from  the  mere  peevishness 
of  age  will  appear  from  a  statement  of  the  last  effort  of 
bis  enemies,  the  most  formidable  of  whom  were  the  di-* 
rectors  of  the  building.  Their  object  was  to  make  Nanni 
Biggio  the  chief  architect,  which  they  carefully  concealed, 
and  the  bishop  of  Ferratino,  who  was  a  principal  director, 
began  the  contrivance  by  recommending  to  Michel  Angelo 
not  to  attend,  to  the  fatigue  of  his  duty,  owing  to  his  ad- 
vanced age,  but  to  nominate  whomever  he  chose  to  supply 
his  place.  By  this  contrivance  Michel  Angelo  willingly 
yielded  to  so  courteous  a  proposition,  and  appointed  Da- 
niello  da  Volterra.  As  soon  as  this  was  effected,  it  was 
made  the  basis  of  accusation  against  him,  for  incapacity, 
which  left  the  directors  the  power  of  choosing  a  successor, 
and  they  immediately  superseded  da  Volterra,  by  ap* 
pointing  Biggio  in  his  stead.  This  was  so  palpable  a  trick, 
so  untrue  in  principle,  and  so  injurious  in  its  tendency, 
that  in  justice  to  himself,  he  thought  it  necessary  to  re- 
present It  to  the  pope,  at  the  same  time  requesting  that 
it  might  be  understood  there  was  nothing  he  more  solicited 
than  his  dismission.  His  holiness  took  up  the  discussioa 
with  interest,  and  begged  he  would  not  recede  i^ntil  ha 
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had  made  proper  inquiry,  and  a  day  was  immediately  ap« 
pointed  for  the  directors  to  meet  him.  They  only  stated 
in  general  terms,  that  Michel  Angelo  was  ruining  the 
buildingi  and  that  the  measures  they  had  taken  were  es- 
sentially necessary,  but  the  pope  previously  sent  Signor 
Gabrio  Serbelloni  to  examine  minutely  into  the  s^air, 
who  was  a  man  well  qualified  for  that  purpose.  Upon  this 
occasion  he  gave  his  testimony  so  circumstantially,  that  the 
whole  scheme  was  shown  in  one  view  to  originate  in  false- 
hood, and  to  have  been  fostered  by  malignity.  Biggio. 
was  dismissed  and  reprimanded,  and  the  directors  apolo- 
gized, acknowledging  they  had  been  misinformed,  but 
Michel  Angelo  required  no  apology ;  all  he  desired  was, 
that  the  pope  should  know  the  truth ;  and  he  would  have 
now^resigned,  had  not  his  holiness  prevailed  upon  him  to 
hold  bis  situation,  and  made  a  new  arrangement,  that  his 
designs  might  not  only  be  strictly  executed  as  long  as  he 
lived,  but  adhered  to  after  bis  death. 

After  this  discussion,  the  time  left  to  Michel  Angelo  for 
the  enjoyment  of  his  uncontrolled  authority  was  short, 
for  in  the  month  of  February  1563,  he  was  attacked  by  a 
slow  fever,  which  exhibited  symptoms  of  his  approaching 
<leath,  and  he  desired  Daniello  da  Volterra  to  write  to  his 
nephew  Leonardo  Buonarroti  to  come  to  Ronie ;  his  fever, 
however,  increased,  and  his  nephew  not  arriving,  in  the 
presence  of  his  physician  and  others  who  were  in  bis  house, 
whom  he  ordered  into  his  bed-room,  he  made  this  short 
nuncupative  will:  "  My  soul  I  resign  to  God,  my  body  to 
the  earth,  and  my  worldly  possessions  to  my  nearest  of 
kin;*'  then  admonished  his  attendants:  ^^In  your  passage 
through  this  life,  remember  the  sufferings  of  Jesus  Christ," 
and  soon  after  delivering  this  charge,  he  died,  Feb.  17, 
1563,  aged  eighty-eight  years,  eleven  months,  and  fifteen 
days,  which  yet  was  not  the  life  of  bis  father,  who  attained 
the  age  of  ninety-two.  Three  days  after  his  death,  his 
remains  were  deposited  with  great  funeral  .pomp  in  the 
church  of  S.  Apostoli,  in  Rome,  but  afterwards,  at  the 
request  of  the  Florentine  academy,  were  removed  to  the 
church  of  Santa  Croce  at  Florence,  and  again  with  great 
solemnity  finally -deposited  in  the  vault  by  the  side  of  the 
altar,  called  the  Altare  de  Cavalcanti. 

The  merits  of  Michel  Angelo,  as  an  artist,  have  been  so 
frequently  the  object  of  discussion,  that  it  would  be  im- 
possible to  examine  or  analyse  the  various  opinions  thai 


pyONARROTt 


sdV 


have  been  published,  without  extending  this  article  to  an 
immoderate  length.     Referring,  therefore,  to  our  autfaori-* 
ties,  and  especially  to  Mr.  Duppa's  elaborate  ^^  Life  of 
Michel  Angelo,"  which  we  have  followed  in  the  preceding 
sketch,  we  shall  present  the  following  outline  from  Mr. 
Fuseli,  and  conclude  with  some  interesting  circumstances 
in  the  personal  history  of  this  great  artist :  ^*  Sublimity  of 
conception,"  says  Mr.  Fuseli,    ^'  grandeur  of  form,  and 
breadth  of  manner,  are  the  elements  of  Michel  Angelo's 
style  ;  by  these  principles  he  selected  or  rejected  the  ob-^ 
jects  of  imitation.    As  painter,  a9  sculptor,  as  architect^ 
he  attempted,  p,nd  above  any  other  man  succeeded,  to 
unite  magnificence  of  plan,  and  endless  variety  of  subor« 
dinate  parts,  with  the  utmost  simplicity  and  breadth.     Hi$ 
line  is  uniformly  grand.     Character  and  beauty  were  adf 
mitted  only  as  far  as  they  could  be  made  subservient  to 
grandeur.     The  child,  the  female,  meanness,  deformity, 
were  by  him  indiscriminately  stamped  with  grandeur,     A 
beggar  rose  from  his  hand  the  patriarch  of  poverty ;  the 
hump  of  his  dwarf  is  impressed  with  dignity ;  bis  womea 
are  moulds  of  generation ;  his  infants  teem  with  the  man ; 
)iis  men  are  a  race  of  giants.     This  is  the  ^  Terribil  Via' 
hinted  at  by  Agostino  Carracci.     To  give  the  most  perfect 
ease  to  the  most  perplexing  difficulty,  was  the  exclusive 
power  of  Michel  Angelo.      He  is  the  inventor  of  epic 
painting  in  the  sublime  compartments  of  the  Sistine  chapel* 
He  has  personified  motion  in  the  groupes  of  the  Cartoon 
of  Pisa ;  embodied  sentiment  on  the  monuments  of  St.  Lo- 
renzo ;  unravelled  the  features  of  meditation  in  his  Pro* 
phets  and  Sibyls ;  and,  in  the  Last  Judgment,  with  every 
attitude  that  varies  the  human  body,  traced  the  master^ 
trait  of  every  passion  that  sways  the  human  heart.  Neither 
as  painter  or  sculptor  he  ever  submitted  to  copy  an  indi- 
vidual, Julio  IL  only  excepted,  and  in  him  he  represented 
the  reigning  passion  rather  than  the  man.     In  painting  he 
contented  himself  with  a  negative  colour,    and,   as  the 
painter  of  mankind,  rejected  all  meretricious  ornament. 
The  fabric  of  St.  Peter's,  scattered  into  infinity  of  jarring 
parts  by  his  predecessors,  he  concentrated,  suspended  the 
cupola,  and  to  the  most  complex  gave  the  air  of  the  most 
itimple  of  edifices.     Such,  take  him  all  in  all,  was  Michel 
Angelo,  the  t^salt  of  art ;    sometimes  he,    no  doubt,  had 
tuoments,  and  perhaps  periods  of  dereliction,  deviated  intp 
tttanner,  or  perplexed  the  grandeur  of  hi$  forms  with  futile 
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and  ostentatious  anatomy ;  both  met  with  herds  of  copyists, 
and  it  has  been  his  fate  to  have  been  and  still  to  be  cen- 
sured for  their  folly." 

Michel  Angelo  was  of  the  middle  stature,  bony  in  his 
make,  and  rather  spare,  although  broad  over  the  shoulders. 
He  had  a  good  complexion ;  his  forehead  was  square,  and 
somewhat  projecting ;  his  eyes  rather  small,  of  a  hazel  co^ 
lour,  and  on  his  brows  but  little  hair ;  his  nose  was  flat, 
being  disfigured  from  a  blow  he  received  when  yonng  from 
Torrigiano,  a  fellow  student ;  his  lips  were  thin,  and  speak* 
ing  anatomically,  the  cranium  on  the  whole  was  rather 
large  in  proportion  to  the  face.  He  wore  his  beard,  which 
was  divided  into  two  points  at  the  bottom,  not  very  thick, 
and  about  four  inches  long;  his  beard  and  the  hair  of  his 
head  were  black  when  a  young  man,  and  his  countenance 
animated  and  expressive. 

'  In  his  childhood  he  was  of  a  weakly  oonstitution,  and 
to  guard  his  health  with  peculiar  care,  he  was  abstemious 
and  continent ;  he  seldom  partook  of  the  enjoyments  of  the 
table,  and  was  used  to  say,  **  however  rich  I  may  have 
been,  I  have  always  lived  as  a  poor^tnan.'*  Although  he 
ate  little,  he  Was  extremely  irregular  in  his  meals ;  be  had 
a  bad  digestion,  and  was  much  troubled  with  the  head-ach, 
which  he  attributed  to  bis  requiring  little*  sleep,  and  tht 
delicate  state  of  his  stomach  :  notwithstanding  these  evils, 
during  the  meridian  of  life  his  general  health  was  but  little 
impaired.  Many  years  before  bis  death  he  was  afflicted 
with  stone  and  gravel,  and  when  advanced  in  years,  with 
the  cramp  in  his  legs. 

In  ifae  early  part  of  life,  he  not  only  applied  himself  to 
sculpture  and  jpainting,  but  to  every  branch  of  knowledge 
connected  in  any  way  with  those  arts,  and  gave  himself  up 
80  much  to  application,  that  he  in  a  great  degree  withdrew 
from  society.  From  this  disposition  he  became  habituated 
to  solitude,  and,  happy  in  his  pursuits,  he  was  more  cori^ 
tented  to  be  alone  than  in  company,  by  which  he  obtained 
the  character  of  being  a  proud  and  an  odd  man.  When 
his  mind  was  matured,  he  attached  himself  to  men  of  learn- 
ing and  judgment,  and  in  the  number  of  his  most  intimate 
friends  were  ranked^the  highest  dignitaries  in  the  church, 
and  the  most  eminent  literary  characters  of  his  time. 
Among  the  authors  he  studied  and  delighted  in  most,  were 
Dante  and  Pt  trarch ;  of  these  it  is  said  he  could  nearly  re- 
peat all  their  poemS|  and  many  of  his  sonnets  (now  te^ 
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printed  in  his  life  by  Mr.  Duppa)  shew  how  much  he  de« 
sired  to  imitate  the  poet  of  Vauclase.  He  also  studied 
with  equal  attention  the  sacred  writings  of  the  Old  and 
New  Testament,  His  acquirements  in  anatomy  are  mani-^* 
fest  throughout  his  works^  and  he  often  proposed  to  publish 
.a  treatise  upon  that  subject  for  the  use  of  painters  and 
iiculptors ;  principally  to  shew  what  muscles  were  brought 
into  action  in  the  various  motions  joi  the  human  body,  and 
was  only  prevented,  from  fearing  lest  he  should  not  be  able 
tq  express  himself  so  clearly  and  fully  as  the  nature  of  the 
subject  required. — Of  perspective  he  knew  as  much  as  was 
known  in  the  age  in  which  he  lived;  but  this  branch  of 
knowledge  was  not  then  reduced  to  a  science,  nor  govern- 
ed by  mathematical  principles* 

The  love  of  wealth  made  no  part  of  Michel  Angelo^s 
character ;  he  was  in  no  instance  covetous  of  money,  nor 
attentive  to  its  accumulation.  When  he  was  offered  com- 
missions from  the  rich  with  large  sums,  he  rarely  accepted 
them,  being  more  stimulated  by  friendship  and  benevolence 
than  the  desire  of  gain.  He  was  also  lib.eral,  and  freely 
assbted  literary  men  as  well  as  ^hose  of  his  own  profession, 
lyho  stood  in  need  of  his  aid.  He  had  a  great  lovb  for  his 
^t,  and .  a.  laudable  desire  to  perpetuate  his  name.  A 
friend  of  his  regretted  that  he  had  no  children  to  bequeath 
the  profits  acquired  by  his  profession,  to  which  he  answered, 
y  My  works  must  supply  their  place ;  and  if  they  are  good 
for  any  thing,  theyiuust  live  hereafter.''  He  established  it 
as  a  principle,  that  to  live  in  credit  was  enough,  if  life  was 
^virtuously  and  honourably  employed  for  the  good  of  others 
iSgid  the  benefit  of  posterity ;  and  thus  he  laid  up  the  most 
profitable  treasure  for  hU  old  age,  and  calculated  upon  itB 
pest  resources. 

Michel  Angelo  was  never  married,  and  whether  he 
was  at  any  time  on  the  point  of  being  so,  is  not  known ;  that 
be  was  a  man  of  domestic  habits  is  certain,  and  he  pos«- 
sessed  ardent  and  affectionate  feelings*  Although  love  is 
the  principal  subject  which  pervades  his  poetry,  and  Pe- 
trarch the  sole  object  of  his  imitation,  no  mention  is  made 
of  his  Laura,  his  Stella,  or  Eliza ;  her  name,  is  concealed  if 
«he  had  any  ;  but  the  prevalency  in  his  day  of  consolidating 
jsAl  personal  feeling  into  Platonism,  and  a  species  of  unin^ 
telligible  metaphysics,  may  probably  have  given  birth  to 
jB^ost  of  his  ^opnets* 

Jn  bis  professional  labours  be  continued  to  study. to  the 
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end  of  bis  life,  but  never  was  satisfied  with  an j  thing  ha 
did :  when  he  saw  any  imperfection  that  might  have  been 
liToidedy  he  easily  became  disgusted,  rather  preferring  to 
commence  his  undertaking  entirely  anew  than  attempt  an 
emendation.     With  this  operating  principle  in  his  mind  he 
completed  few  works  in  sculpture.      Lomazzo  tells  an 
anecdote,  that  cardinal  Farnese  one  day  found  Michel  An- 
gelo,  when  an  old  man,  walking  alone  in  the  Colosseum, 
and  expressed  his  surprize  at  finding  him  solitary  amidst 
the  ruins ;  to  which  he  replied,  ^^  I  yet  go  to  school  that  I 
inay  continue  to  learn  something."    Whether  the  anecdote 
be  correctly  true  or  not,  it  is  evident  he  entertained  this 
feeling,  for  there  is  still  remaining  a  design  by  him,  of  an 
old  man  with  a  long  beard  in  a  child's  go*cart,  and  an 
hour-glass  before  him ;  emblepiatical  of  the  last  stage  of 
life,  and  on  a  scroll  over  his  head,  Anchora  Inparo,  det- 
noting  that  no  state  of  bodily  decay  or  approxiniation  to 
death  was  incompatible  with  intellectual  improvement  An 
outline  of  this,  as  well  as  of  niany  of  the  principal  works  of 
Michel  Angelo,  is  given  in  his  Life  by  Mr.  Duppa,  who 
concludes  the  best  and  most  ample  account  of  any  artist 
in  our  language,  with  remarking  that  although  Michel  An- 
gelo's  high*minded  philosophy  made  him  often  regardless 
of  rank  and  dignity,  and  his  knowledge  of  human  nature 
in  one  view  concentrated  the  plausible  motives  and  the 
Inconsistent  professions  of  men,  yet  he  was  not  morose  in 
liis  disposition,  nor  cynical  in  his  habits.     Those  who  knew 
him  well  esteemed  him  most,  and  those  who  were  worthy 
of  his  friendship  knew  how  to  value  it.    The  worthless^ 
flatterers  of  powerful  ignorance,  and  the  cunning,  who  at 
all  times  trust  to  the  pervading  influence  of  folly,  feared 
and  hated  him.     He  was  impetuous  in  the  highest  degree 
when  he  felt  the  slightest  attack  upon  his  integrity,  and 
hasty  in  his  decisions,  which  gave  him  an  air  of  irascibility; 
but  to  all  who  were  in  need  of  assistance  from  his  fortune 
or  his  talents  he  exercised  a  princely  liberality ;  and  to 
those  of  honourable  worth,  however  low  their  station,  he 
was  kind  and  benevolent,  he  sympathized  with  their  dis- 
tresses,  nor  ever  refused  assistance  to  lessen  the  weight 
of  oppression.     In  the  catholic  faith  of  his  ancestors  he 
was  a  sincere  Christian,   and  enjoyed  its  bene0cent  in^ 
fluence :  he  was  not  theoretically  one  man,  and  practically 
another ;  nor  was  his  piety  ever  subservient  to  caprice  or 
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personal  convenience;  his  religion  was  not  as  a  staflF  he 
leaned  upon,  but  the  prop  by  which  he  was  supported.  ^ 
.  BURANA  (John  Fiiancis),  a  native  of  Verona,  who 
flourished  in  the  sixteenth  century,  was  disciple  to  Bago- 
.  linus,  who  explained  Aristotle's  Logic  in  the  university  of 
Bologna.  Burana  shewed  great  subtlety  in  his  disputations^ 
which  ipade  the  scholars  very  desirous  of  hearing  him  read 
public  lectures  on  this  part  of  philosophy,  which  he  did, 
illustrating  his  subject  from  the  Greek  and  Arabian  inter* 
preters.  He  had  studied  Hebrew  with  great  success,  Hav« 
ing  qiiitted  his  profession,  he  applied  himself  to  the  prac- 
tice of  physic.  He  also  undertook  to  translate  some  trea- 
tises of  Aristotle  and  of  Averrods,  and  to  write  commen- 
taries on  them ;  but  death  hindered  him  from  finishing 
this  work.  He  desired  however  that  it  might  be  printed, 
and  charged  his  heirs  W  publish  it,  after  his  manuscript 
had  been  corrected  by  some  learned  man.  Bagolinus  un- 
4lertook  that  task,  and  published  the  work  under  the  title 
of  "  Aristotelis  Priora  resolutoria,  &c."  Paris,  153S,  folio. 
Bayle  seems  to  think  there  was  a  prior  edition  printed 
at  Venice ;  but  by  M oreri  we  find  that  the  Paris  edition 
was  of  1533,  and  that  of  Venice  of  the  date  above  men«* 
tioned.' 

BURCHIELLO,  an  Italian  poet,  was  better  known 
under  this  name  than  by  that  of  Dominico,  which  was  his 
true  one.  Authors  differ  concerning  his  country  and  the 
time  of  his  birth.  The  opinion  most  followed  is  that  he 
was  born  at  Florence  about  1380.  As  to  the  epocha  of  his 
death,  it  seems  more  certain :  he  died  at  Rome  in  I443< 
This  poet  was  a  barber  at  Florence,  and  his  shop  the  com- 
mon rendezvous  of  all  the  literati  of  that  town.  His  poems, 
which  mostly  consist  of  sonnets,  and  often  very  freely 
written,  are  of  the  comic  and  burlesque  species ;  but  so 
truly  original,  that  some  poets  who  came  after  him  have 
endeavoured  to  imitate  him  by  composing  verses  alia  Bur- 
chiellesca.  They  are  however  full  of  obscurities  apd 
(enigmas.  Some  writei's  have  taken  the  pains  to  make 
comments  on  them,  and,  among  others,  ie  Doni ;  but  the 
commentary  is  scarcely  less  obscure  than  the  text.  Bur- 
chiello.  nevertheless  holds  a  distinguished  place  among 

*  Life  and  Literary  Works  of  M.  A,,  Buonarroti  by  R.  Duppa,  1806,  4io.— . 
Sae  also  Heads  from  Michel  Angelo,  by  the  same  author,  atlas  folio.— Foseli's 
edition  of  Piikington. — Sir  Joshua  Reynolds's  Works.    See  Index. 

*  Gen.  Dicti-r-Moreri. 
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the  Italian  poets  of  the  satirical  cla«s.     He  may  be  cen^*^ 
surable  for  not  having  bad  sufficic^it  respect  for  good  iiian««  ^ 
ners ;  but  the  licence  of  this  poetical  barber  was  much  in 
the  general  taste  of  the  times.    The  best  editions  of  his 
poems  are  those  of  Florence,   1552  and  1568,  Syo.     His 
sonnets  were  printed  for  the  first  time  at  Venice,  1475,  4to.* 

SURE  (William  Fkakgis  i>£),  an  eipinent  bookseller  at 
Paris,  is  well  known  to  the  learned  throughout  Europe  fot 
the  able  assistance  he  has  afforded  to  the  study  of  biblio-o 
graphy.  Of  his  personal  history  very  little  is  related  by 
his  countrymen,  unless  that  be  was  a  man  of  high  character 
in  trade;  and,  as  appears  from  his  works,  more  intimately 
acquainted  with  the  history  of  books  and  editions  than  per-'~ 
haps  any  man  of  his  time  in  any  country.  He  died  July 
15,  1782.  He  first  published  his  **  Museum  Typographi- 
cum,'-'  Paris,  1755,  12mo,  a  small  edition  of  only  twelve  - 
copies,  which  he  gave  away  among  his  friends.  It  wa» 
published  under  the  name  of  G.  F.  Rebude,  and  according 
to  the  Diet.  Hist,  was  reprinted  in  1775.  Afterwards  ap- 
peared the  "  Bibliographie  Instructive,'*  1 763-— 68,  7  vols. 
8vo,  succeeded  by  a  small  volume  of  a  catalogue  of  tbe* 
anonymous,  publications,  and  an  ^^  Essay  upon  Biblid*' 
graphy." ,  The  merits  of  this  work  are  universally  acknow- 
ledged. The  abb6  Rive  having  attacked  this  v^ork  with 
considerable  asperity,  De  Sure  replied  in  ^<  Appel  aux  Sa-' 
vans,"  1763,  8vo,  and  '^  Reponse  a  une  Critique  de  la 
Bibliographie  Instructive,"  1763,  Svo.  In  1769  he  pub- 
lished the  catalogue  of  Gaignat's  library,  2  vols.  Sro,  which 
completely  established  his  reputation  as  a  bibliographer. 
He  was  succeeded  in  these  labours  by  hi^  cousin  William, 
who,  with  Mons.  Van  Praet,  prepared  the  catalogue  of  the 
duke  dela  Valliere's  library  in  1783,  and  published  oihet 
valuable  catalogues  as  late  as  the  year  1801.  * 

BURETTE  (Peter  John),  born  at  Paris  in  1665,  was 
the  son  of  a  surgeon,  who,  not  being  very  prosperous  in 
his  practice,  bad  recourse  for. his  support  to  music  ;  and 
first  performed,  professionally,  at  Lyons  ;  and  afterwards 
went  to  Paris  and  played  on  the  harp  to  Louis  XIV.  who 
was  much  pleased  with  his  performance.  His  son,  Peter 
John,  was  so  sickly  and  feeble  during  infancy,  that  he 
passed  almost  bis  whole  youth  in  amusing  himself  on  the 
spinetj  and  in  the  study  of  music ;  but  he  had  so  strong  a 

1  Diet.  Hist.— ^Rosco6*8  tiOren90.--/7iDStteu4  Hist  Lit^d^ltaUe*  tqI.  III.  p.  ^h^. 
t  Diet.  Hist.— 'Dibdio's  Bibiiooiania. 
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pwsion  for  this  instrument,  that  bcf  had  scarcely  arrived 
at  im  ninth  year  when  he  was  heard  at  court,    accom* 
panied  by  his  father  on  the  harp.     Two  years  after,  the 
kkig  beard  him  again,   when  he  performed  a  duet  with 
his  father  on  the  harp,  and  at  eleven  years  of  age  he 
assisted  him  in  giving  lessons  to  his  scholars.     His  taste 
for  muaic)  however,    did  not  extinguish  his  passion  for 
other  sciences.     He  taught  himself  Latin  and  Greek  with 
little  assistance  from  others ;  and  the  study  of  these  lan- 
guages inclined  him  to  medical  inquiries.     At  eighteen 
years  old  he  attended,  for  the  first  time,  the  public  schools, 
went  through  a  course  of  philosophy,  and  took  lessons  in 
the  schools  of  medicine.     And  even  during  this  time  he 
learned  Hebrew,    Syriac,  Arabic,   Italian,  Spanish,  Ger- 
man>   and  English,    sufficiently  to  understand   them    in 
books.     He  was  at  length  admitted  of  the  faculty  at  Paris, 
and  practised  with  reputation  during  thirty-three  years. 
In  1705,   he  was   received  into  the  academy  of  belles- 
litres,  and  in  1706  he  had  a  considcnrable  share  in  the 
publication  of  tlie  ^*  Journal  de^  S^avans,"  at  which  he 
laboured  more  than  thirty  years.     In  1718,  he  had  an  ap- 
pointment in,  the  royal  library.    The  public  are  obliged  to 
the  abb6  Fraguier  for  the  learned  dissertation  which  M. 
Burette  produced  on  the  music  of  the  ancients.     This 
learned  abb6^  supposing  that  the  Greeks  applied  the  same 
sense  to  the  word  harmony^  as  is  given  to  it  by  the  mo- 
dern^, and  that,  consequently,    they  knew  counterpoint^ 
or  music  in  parts,  Purette  proved  that  he  was  mistaken, 
and  that  the  ancients  meant  no  more  by  the  term  harmony, 
than  we  do  by  proportion.     He  demonstrated,    that  the 
Greeks  practised  no  other  simultaneous  consonances  than 
uQisons  and  octaves.    This  learned  and  indefatigable  in- 
quirer after  the  music  of  the  ancient  Greeks,  was  seized, 
in  1745,  with  a  paralytic  affection,  and  after  languishing 
during  during  the  whole  year  J 746,  he  died  in  1747,  at 
eighty-two.      His  library,  consisting  of  15,000  volumes, 
was  composed  of  the  most  curious  and  weU-chosen  books 
that  could  be  procured  in  all  languages.     He  has  supplied 
the  Memoires  of  the  Acad,  des  inscrip.  et  belles-lettres 
with  dissertations  on  the  dancing  of  the  ancients,  on  play 
or  gaming,  on  single  combat,  and  on  horse-racing,  and 
enriched  these  memoirs  with  a  translation  of  Plutarch's 
treatise  on  music,  with  notes  and  remarks.     He  must  be 
liUoWed,  on  every  subject  concerning  ancient. music,  the 
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iDerit  of  great  diligence  and  learning;  but  he  does  not 
seem  always  to  have  been  possessed  of  an  equal  share  of 
sagacity,  or  with  courage  sufficient  to  confess  hipiself  un- 
able to  explain  inexplicable  passages  in  bis  author.  He 
sever  sees  a  difficulty;  be  explains  all.  Hence^  amidst 
great  erudition,  and  knowledge  of  antiquity,  there  are 
a  thousand  unintelligible  explanations  in  his  notes  upon 
Plutarch.^ 

BURGER  (GoDFRED  Augustus),  a  German  poet  of 
considerable  celebrity  in  bis  own  country,  and  known  in 
this  by  several  translations  of  one  of  bis  terrific  tales,  was 
born  in  1748,  at  Wolmerswende,  in  die  principality  of  Hal* 
beratadt.  His  father  was  a  Lutheran  minister,  and  appears 
to  have  given  him  a  pious  domestic  education;  but  to  school 
or  university  studies  young  Burger  had  an  insuperable 
aversion,  and  much  of  his  life  was  consumed  in  idleness 
and  dissipation,  varied  by  some  occasional  starts  of  in- 
dustry, which  produced  his  poetical  miscellanies,  prin- 
cipally ballads,  that  soon  became  very  popular  from  the 
simplicity  of  the  composition.  In  the  choice  of  his  sub- 
jects^ likewise,  which  were  legendary  tales  and  traditions, 
wild,  terrific,  and  grossly  improbable,  he  had  the  felicity 
to  hit  the  taste  of  his  countrymen.  His  attention  was  also 
directed  to  Shakspeare  and  our  old  English  ballads,  and 
be  translated  many  of  the  latter  into  German  with  consider- 
able ^fiPect  His  chief  employment,  or  that  from  which  he 
derived  most  emolument,  was  in  writing  for  the  German 
Almanack  of  the  Muses,  and  afterwards  the  German  Mu- 
ssBum.  In  1787  he  lectured  on  the  critical  philosophy  of 
Kant,  and  in  1789  was  appointed  professor  of  belles-lettres 
in  the  university  of  Gottingen.  He  married  three  wives, 
the  second  the  sister  of  the  first,  and  the  third  a  lady  who 
courted  him  in  poetry,  but  from  whom,  after  three  years 
cohabitation,  he  obtained  a  divorce.  Her  misconduct  is 
said  to  have  contributed  to  shorten  his  days.  He  died  in 
June  1194,  His  works  were  collected  and  published  by 
Reinhard,  in  1798 — 99,  4  vols.  8vo,  with  a  life,  in  which 
there  is  little  of  personal  history  that  can  be  read  with 
pleasure.  Immorality  seems  to  have  accompanied  him  the 
greater  part^  of  his  course,  but  he  was  undoubtedly  a  man 
of  genius,  although  seldom  under  the  controul  of  judg- 
ment.   His  celebrated  ballad  of  *'  Leonora^'  was  translated 

1  Moraru-^Burney  asd  Haiikias'e  Hist  of  Music— Rees*a  Cydo|HDdia» 


BURGER/  31* 

into  English  ih  1796,  by  five  or  six  different  poets,  and 
for  some  time  pleased  by  its  wild  and  extravagant  horrors ; 
and  in  1798,  his  '^  Wild  Huntsman^s  Chase*'  appeared  ia 
an  English  dress ;  but  Burger's  style  has  obtained,  perhaps, 
more  imitators  than  admirers,  among  the  former  of  whom 
may  be  ranked  some  caricaturists.  ^ 

BURGESS  (Anthony),  a  Nonconformist  clergyman, 
was  the  son  of  a  schoolmaster  at  Watford,  in  Hertfordshire^ 
and  educated  at  St.  John's  college,  Cambridge.  He  af-» 
terwards  became  a  fellow  of  Emanuel  college,  and  took 
his  master's  degree.  He  obtained  the  living  of  Sutton- 
Colfield,  in  Warwickshire,  in  1635,  by  the  death  of  the 
rev,  John  Burgess,  but  no  relation.  He  was  afterwards 
one  of  the  assembly  of  divines,  and  although  inclined  to 
conformity  before  the  rebellion,  acquired  such  opinions  on 
the  subject  as  induced  him  to  submit  to  ejectment  after 
the  restoration.  Dr.  Hacket,  bishop  of  Lichfield  and 
Coventry,  who  had  a  high  opinion  of  his  learning,  and 
said  he  was  fit  for  a  professor's  chair  in  the  university,  en« 
deavoured  by  every  argument  to  retain  him  in  the  church, 
but  in  vain,  although  Mr.  Burgess  went  to  the  parish 
churich  of  Tamworth,  where  he  spent  the  remainder  of  his 
days,  and  lived  in  cordiality  with  the  incumbent.  At  what 
time  he  died,  is  not  mentioned.  The  celebrated  Dr.  John. 
Wallis  was  his  pupil,  and  says  he  was  '^  a  pious,  learned^ 
and  able  scholar,  a  good  disputant,  a  good  tutor,  an  emi^ 
nent  preacher,  and  a  sound  and  orthodox  divine.''  (See 
Hearne's  Langtoft,  publisher's  appendix  to  his  prefisice^ 
p.  cxlviii).  His  principal  works  are :  1.  ^<  Spiritual  Re- 
finings;  or  a  Treatise  of  Grace  and  Assurance,"  1658,  foK 
2.  "Sermons  on  John  xvii."  fol.  1656.  3.  «  The  Doc- 
trine of  Original  Sin,"  1659,  fol.  4.  "  Commentary  on 
the  1.  ancl  2.  of  Corinthians,"  1661,  2  vols.  fol.  with  some 
smaller  tracts,  and  several  sermons  before  the  long  parlia^ 
ment.  * 

BURGESS  (Cornelius),  D.  D.  another  Nonconform- 
ist, but  of  a  very  different  stamp,  was  descended  from  the 
Burgesses  of  Batcomb,  in  Somersetshire.  In  1611  he  was 
entered  at  Oxford,  but  in  what  college  is  uncertain.  He 
translated  himself,  however,  to  Wadham,  and  afterwards 
to  Lincoln.  When  he  took  orders,  he  had  the  rectory  of 
St.  Magnus,  London-bridge,  the  date  of  which  promotion 

1  life  published  with  Works.  s  CRlamf  • 


Si5  BURGESS. 

is  not  mentioned,  and  the  living  of  Watford,  in  Hertford* 
shire,  in   1618.     In  the  beginning  of  Charles  the  First^n 
reign  be  became  one  of  bis  chaplains  in  ordinary,  and  in 
1627  took  both  degrees  in  divinity,  at  which  time  Dr. 
Prideaux,  the  regius  professor,  told  him  he  was  a  sorry 
disputant,  but  might  make  a  good  preacher.     At  this  time 
and  for  several  years  after  he  was  a  zealous  friend  to  the 
church  of  England,  but  either  from  being  disappointed  iif 
certain  expected  preferments,  as  Wood  insinuates,  or  from 
being  vexed,   as  Calamy  says,  for  opposing  archbishop 
Laud's  party,  be  became  a  powerful  advocate  for  the  prtn-* 
ciples  which  soon  overthrew  church  and  state ;  and  parU- 
cularly  directed  his  attacks  against  the  revenues  of  deans 
and  chapters,  and  bishops.     He  procured,  however,  that 
St.  Paul's  cathedral  might  be  opened,  and  himself  ap- 
pointed lecturer  there,  with  a  salary  of  400/.  and  the  dean's 
house  to  reside  in.     Enriched  by  this  and  similar  advan- 
tages,  he   not  only  purchased  church  lands,    but  even 
wrote  a  book  in  vindication  of  siich  purchases.     On  the 
restoration,  however,  he  lost  all  this  plunder,  to  the  amount 
of  many  thousand  pounds,  and  died  in  extreme  poverty, 
June  9,  1665.     Calamy,  his  continuator,  and  Mr.  Neali 
find  great,  difficulty  in  refuting  Wood's  account  of  this 
Dr.  Burgess.     Their  strongest  plea  is,  that  he  was  against 
the  king's  murder,  and  drew  up  the  paper  signed  by  the 
London  ministers  to  prevent  that  act.     At  his  death,  air 
thotigh  he  had  been  obliged  from  poverty  to  dispose  of  his 
library,  he  left  some  curious  editions  of  the  Prayer-book 
to  the  university  of  Oxford.     He  wrote  some  devotional 
tracts,  enumerated  by  Calamy,  and  several  of  the  contro- 
versial kind.*  . 
V   BURGESS  (Daniel),  a  dissenting  divine  of  the  seven* 
teenth  and  eighteenth  centuries,  a  wit  himself,  and  ^^  the 
cause  of  wit  in  other  men,*'  particularly  dean  Swift  and 
his  contemporaries,  was  born  in  1645  at  Staines  in  Mid- 
dlesex, where  his  father  theii  was  minister,  but  was  after- 
wards, at  the  restoration,  ejected  for  nonconformity  from 
the  living  of  CoUingbourne  Ducis,  in  Wiltshire.     Daniel 
was  educated  at  Westminster  school,,  and  in  1660  went  to 
Magdalen-hall,  Oxford,  but  having  some  scruples  of  the 
nonconformist  stamp,  he  left  the  university  without  a  de^- 

1  Palmer's  Noncon.  Memorial.—NeaPs  Qist,  of  the  Puritaos. — ^Ath.  Oicl 
▼•U  II.  .  . 
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gree.  It  would  appear,  however^' that  he  }iad  taken  or« 
ders,  as  we  are  told  that  immediately  after  he  was  invited 
to  be  chaplain  to  a  gentleman  of  Chute  in  Wiltshire,  and 
afterwards  to  a  Mr.  Smith  of  Tedworth,  where  he  was 
tutor  to  that  gentleman^s  son.  In  1667>  the  earl  of  Orrery^^ 
lord  president  of  Munster,  took  Mr.  Burgess  over  to  Ire- 
land, and  appointed  him  master  of  a  school  which  he  had 
established  at  Charleville  for  the  purpose  of  strengthening 
the  protestant  interest  in  that  kingdom,  and  Mr.  Burgess^ 
While'  here,  superintended  the  education  of  the  sons  of 
some  of  the  Irish  nobility  and  gentry.  After  leaving  this 
school,  he  was  chaplain  to  lady  Mervin,  near  Dublin  ;  but 
about  this  time,  we  are  told,  he  was  ordained  in  Dublin  as 
a  presbyterian  minister,  and  married  a  Mrs.  Briscoe  in  that 
city,  by  whom  he  had  a  son  and  two  daughters. 

He  resided  seven  years  in  Ireland,  at  the  end  of  which 
lie  returned,  at  the  request  of  his  infirm  father,  and  not* 
withstanding  the  strictness  of  the  laws  against  nonconform 
^Jty>  preached  frequently  in  Marlborough  in  Wiltshire, 
and  other  places  in  the  neighbourhood.  For  this  he  was 
imprisoned  for  some  time,  but  was  released  upon  bail,  and 
in  1685  came  to  London^  and  the  dissenters  now  having 
moref  liberty,  his  numerous  admirers  hired  a  meeting  for 
him  in  Brydges-street^  Coven t- garden.  ^*  Being-  situ^ 
ated,'*  says  one  of  his  biographers^  ^^in  the  neighbour- 
hood of  the  theatre,  and  surrounded  by  many  who  are  fools 
enough  to  mock  at  sin  and  religion,  he  frequently  had 
among  his  hearers  those  who  came  only  to  make  themselves 
merry  at  the  expence  of  religion,  dissenters,  and  Daniel 
Burgess.  This  his  undaunted  courage,  his  pointed  wit,  and 
ready  elocution,  turned  to  great  advantage :  for  he  fre- 
quently fixed  his  eye  on  those  scoffers,  and  addressing 
them  personally  in  a  lively,  piercing,  and  serious  manner^ 
was  blessed  to  the  conversion  of  many  who  came  only  to 
mock."  Much  of  this  may  be  true,  but  it  cannot,  on  the 
other  hand,  be  denied  that  Daniel  provoked  the  mirth  of 
his  hearers  by  a  species  of  buffoonery  in  language,  to 
laugh  at  which  was  not  necessarily  connected  with  ahy  con- 
tempt for  religion. 

He  continued  as  a  pastor  over  this  congregation  for  thirty 
years,  during  which  a  new  place  of  worship  was  built  by 
them  in  Carey-street,  and  when  much  injured,  or  as  it  is 
called,  gutted,  by  Dr.  SacheverelPs  mob,  was  repaired  at 
(he  expence  of  government.     He  died  January  1712-13^ 
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in  the  sixty-eighth  y^ar  of  his  lige,  and  was  buried  in  St. 
Cieoienl;  Danes,  Strand.     It  has  escaped  the  notice  of  h£s 
biographers,  that  the  celebrated  lord  Bolingbroke*  wa* 
pn^e  his  pupil,  and  tiit  world  has  perhaps  te  regret  that 
his  lordship  did  not  learn  what  Daniel  Burgess  might  have 
taught  him,  for  Daniel,  with  all  his  oddities,  which  made 
him  for  so  many  years  the  butt  of  Swift,  Steele,  and  the 
other  wits  of  the  time,  was  a  man  of  real  piety.     Unfor^ 
tunately,  like  his  successor  Bradbury,  he  had  a  very  con- 
siderable portion  of  wit,  which  he  could  not  restrain,  and 
where  he  thought  an  argument  might  be  unsuccessful,  he 
tried  a  pun.     One  of  his  biographers  has  furnished  us  with 
two  instances  that  may  illustrate  the  general  character  of 
his  preaching. — ^When  treating  on  '^  the  robe  of  righteous^ 
ness,"  he  said,  ^<  If  any  of  you  would  have  a  good  and 
cheap  suit,  you  will  go  to  Monmouth-street ;  if  you  want 
a  suit  for  life,  you  will  go  to  the  court  of  chancery ;  but  if 
you  wish  for  a  suit  that  will  last  to  eternity,  you  must  go 
to  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  and  put  on  his  robe  of  righteous- 
ness.'^     In  the  reign  of  king  William,  he  assigned  a  new 
motive  for  the  people  of  God  who  were  the  descendants  of 
Jacob,  being  called  Israelites ;  namely,  because  God  did 
not  choose  that  his  people  should  be  called  Jacobites  !    His 
works  were  numerous,  but  principally  single  sermon^ 
preached  on  funeral  and  other  occasions,  and  pious  tracts. 
One  of  his  sermons  is  entitled  ^'  The  Golden  Snuffers,** 
and  was  the  first  sermon  preached  to  the  societies  for  the 
reformation  of  manners.     It  is  a  fair  specin^n  of  DanieVs 
method  and  style,  being  replete  with  forced  puns  and 
<quaint  sayings,  and  consequently,  in  our  opinion,  better 
adapted  tp  amusement  than  edification.  ^ 

BURGH  (James),  a  moral  and  political  writer,  waa 
born  at  Madderty,  in  Perthshire,  Scotland,  in  the  latter 
end  of  the  year  1714.  His  father  was  minister  of  that 
parish,  and  his  mother  was  aunt  to  the  celebrated  historian 
Dn  Robertson.  His  grammatical  education  he  received 
at  the  school  of  the  place  which  gave  him  birth,  where  he 
discovered  such  a  quickness  and  facility  in  imbibing  lite- 

*  la  1702  Mr.  Burgeis's  only  son  tary  and  reader  to  the  princess  Sophia, 

was  made  commissioner  of  prizes ;  and  It  is  not  improbable   that  he  mifht 

in  1714,  ab«ut  a  year  nfter  his  father's  owe  these  promotions  to  lord  Boiing- 

death,  he  resided  at  Hanover,  as  score-  broke. 

^  Prot.  Dissenters'  Magazine,  vol.  VI. — Bogue's  Hist  of  the  Dissenters,  vol. 
II.— -Henry's  Tuneral  Sermon  for  Burgess. — Swift's  WorkSj  see  lodex.— Tatler, 
wiOi  Annotations^  vol.  U.  and  IV. 
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i^ry  instroptioni  that  bis  master  used  to  say^  thai  bis  scho^ 
lar  would  sopn  acquire  all  the  knowledge  that  it  was  in  his^ 
power  t6  comiBunicate.  In  due  time  young  Burgh  was 
removed  to  the  University  of  St.  Andrew's,  with  a  view  of 
becoming  a  clergyman  in  the  church  of  Scotland.;  but  he 
did  Bot  continue  long  at  the  college,  oa  account  of  a  bad 
state  of  health,  which  induced  him  to  lay  aside  the  thoughts 
of  the  clerical  profession,  and  enter  into  trade,  in  the  linen 
way ;  which  he  was  enabled  to  do  with  the  greater  prospect 
of  advantage,  as  he  had  lately  obtained  a  handsome  for* 
t;une  by  the  death  of  his  eldest  brother.  In  business,  how* 
ever,  he  was  not  at  all  successful  ;  for,  by  giving*  injudi- 
cious credit,  he  was  soon  deprived  of  his  property.  Not 
long  after  this  misfortune,  he  came  to  London,  where  his 
first  employment  was  to  correct  the  press  for  the  celebrated 
Mr.  3owyer ;  and  at  his  leisure  hours  he  made  indexes. 
After  being  engaged  about  a  year  in  this  way,  during  which 
he  became  acquainted  with  some  friends  who  were  highly 
serviceable  to  him  in  his  future  plans  of  life,  he  removed 
to  Great  Marlow,  in  Buckinghamshire,  as  an  assistant  at 
the  free  grammar-school  of  that  town  ;  and  whilst  he  con- 
tinued in  this  situation,  the  school  is  said  to  have  been 
considerably  increased.  During  his  residence  at  Marlow^ 
he  met  with  only  one  gentleman  who  was  suited  to  his  own 
turn  of  mind.  With  that  gentleman,  who  was  a  man  of 
piety,  and  of  extensive  reading  in  divinity,  though  no  clas- 
sical scholar,  he  contracted  a  particular  friendship.  At 
Marlow  it  was  that  Mr.  Burgh  first  commenced  author,  by 
writing  a  pamphlet,  entitled  ^^  Britain's  Remembrancer,'' 
and  which  was  published,  if  we  mistake  not,  a  little  after 
the  beginning  of  the  rebellion,  in  1745.  This  tract  con* 
tained  an  enumeration  of  the  national  blessings  and  deliver- 
ances which  Great  Britain  had  received ;  with  pathetic  ex-" 
hortations  to  a  right  improvement  of  them,  by  a  suitable 
course  of  piety  and  virtue.  It  appeared  without  Mr. 
Burgh's  name,  as  was  the  case  with  his  works  in  general^ 
and  was  so  much  read  and  applauded  by  persons  of  a  re- 
ligious temper,  that  it  went  through  five  editions  in  little 
more  than  two  years,  was  reprinted  in  Scotland,  Ireland, 
and  America,  and  again  in  London  1766.  Mr.  Barker,  at 
that  time  one  of  the  most  eminent  ministers  among  the 
protestant  dissenters,  in  London,  spoke  highly  of  it,  in  a 
sermon  preached  at  Salter^'-hali ;   and  pubUcly  thanked 
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4he  unknown  aathor,  for  so  seasonable  and  useful  a  per- 
fonnance. 

Mr.  Burgh  being  of  a  sociable  disposition,  and  not  meet* 
ing,  at  Marlow,  with  company  which  was  suited  to  his  libe- 
4ral  taste,  he  quitted  that  place,  and  engaged  himself  as  an 
assistant  to  Mr.  Kenross  at  Enfield.  Here  he  remained 
only  one  year ;  for,  at  the  end  of  that  term,  Mr.  Kenros^ 
very  generously  told  him,  that  he  ought  no  longer  to  lose 
his  time,  by  continuing  in  the  capacity  of  an  assistant ; 
that  it  would  be  adviseable  for  him  to  open  a  boarding- 
8c:hool  for  himself;  and  that,  if  he  stood  in  need  of  it,  he 
would  assist  him  with  money  for  that  purpose.  Accord^ 
ingly^  in  1747,  Mr,  Burgh  commenced  master  of  an  aca- 
demy at  Stoke  Newington,  in  Middlesex ;  and  in  that  year 
he  wrote  *^  Thoughts  on  Education.''  The  next  produc- 
tion of  his  pen  was  *^  An  hymn  to  the  Creator  of  the 
world,"  to  which  was  added  in  prose,  **  An  Idea  of  the 
Creator,  from  his  works."  A  second  edition,  in  8vo,  was 
printed  in  1750.  After  Mr.  Burgh  had  continued  at  Stoke 
Newington  three  years,  his  house  not  being  large  enough 
to  contain  the  number  of  scholars  that  were  offered  to  him, 
he  removed  to  a  more  commodious  one  at  Newington*> 
green,  where,  for  nineteen  years,  he  carried  on  his  school 
with  great  reputation  and  success.  Few  masters,  we  be- 
lieve, ever  existed,  who  have  been  animated  with  a  more 
ardent  solicitude  for  forming  the  morals  as  well  as  the 
understandings  of  their  scholars.  In  1751,  Mr.  Burgh 
married  Mrs.  Harding,  a  widow  lady,  and  a  woman  of  ex- 
cellent sense  and  character,  who  zealously  concurred  with 
him  in  promoting  all  his  laudable  and  useful  undertakings. 
In  the  same  year,  at  the  request  of  Dr.  Stephen  Hales, 
and  Dr.  Hayter,  bishop  of  Norwich,  he  published  a  small 
piece,  in  1 2mo,  entitled  '^  A  Warning  to  Drani  Drinkers*'* 
Our  author's  next  publication  was  his  great  work,  entitled 
'*  The  Dignity  of  Human  Nature  ;  or,  a  brief  account  of 
the  certain  and  established  means  for  attaining  the  true 
end  of  our  existence."  This  treatise  appeared  in  1754^ 
in  one  volume  quarto,  and  has  since  been  reprinted  in  two 
volumes  octavo.  It  is  divided  into  four  books,  in  which 
the  author  treats  distinctly  concerning  prudence,  know- 
ledge, virtue,  and  revealed  religion  ;  and  makes  a  great 
number  of  important  observations  under  each  of  these 
beads.     In  1762  Mr.  Burgh  published,  in  octavo,  **  The 
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Art  of  Speaking ;"  consisting,  first,  of  an  essay,  in  which 
are  given  rules  for  expressing  properly  the  principal  pas- 
sions and  humours  that  occut  in  reading,  or  in  public  elb^ 
cution ;  and  secondly,  of  lessons  taken  from  the  ancients 
and  moderns,  exhibiting  a  variety  of  matter  for  practice. 
The  essay  is  chiefly  compiled  from  Cicero,  Quintilian,  and 
other  rhetorical  writers.     In  the  lessons,   the  emphatical 
words  are  printed  in  Italics,  and  marginal  notes  are  added 
to  shew  the  various  passions,  in  the  several  examples,  as 
they .  change  from  one  to  another^     It  is  evident,  from  an 
inspection  of  this  work^  that  it  must  have  cost  our  author 
00  small  degree  of  labour.     It  has  gone   through  three 
editions,  and  was  much  used  as  a  school-book.  .  The  late 
sir  Francis  Blake  Delaval,  who  had  studied  the  stbject  of 
elocution,  and  who  had  distinguished  himself  in  the  pri- 
vate acting  of  several  plays  in  conjunction  with  some  other 
persons  of  fashion^  had  so  high  an  opinion  of  Mr.  Burgh^s 
performance,  that  he  solicited  on  that  account  an  inter* 
view  with  him.     Our  author's  next  appearance  in  the  lite- 
rary world  was  in  1766,  in  the  publication  of  the  first  vb- 
lume,  in  12mo,  of  ^^  Crito,  or  Essays  on  various  subjects." 
Tq  this  voiume  is  prefixed  a  dedi<;ation,  not  destitute  of 
hiimaur,  ^'  To  the  right  rev.  father  (of  three  years  old)  his 
royal  highm^ss  Frederic  bishop  of  Osnaburgh.^'   The  essays 
axe  three  in  number :  the  first  is  of  a  political  nature ;  the 
jiecond  is  on  the  difficulty  and  importance  of  education, 
and  coxUaius  many  pertinent  remarks^  tending  to  shew 
that  IVf  ons.  Rousseau's  proposals  on  this  head  are  improper, 
ineffectual,  or  impracticable ;   and.  the  th^rd  is  upon  the 
odgiu  of  eyiL     In  this  essay  Mr.  Burgh  has  collected  to- 
gether and  arranged,  though  with  but  little  regard  to  order, 
the  sentiments  of  many  writers,  both  ancient  and  modem, 
on  the  subject,  and  endeavoured  .to  shew  the  inconsistency 
of  their  reasoning^.     His  own  opinion  is,  that  tlie  natural 
and  moral  evil  which  prevails  in  the  worlds  is  the  effect  of 
the  hostility  of  ppwerful,  malignant,  spiritual  being»;  and 
that  Christianity  is  the  deliverance  of  the  human  species 
from  this  peculiar  and  adventitious  distress,  as  an  enslaved 
n^^tion  is  by  a  patriotic  hero. delivered  from  tyranny.     In 
1767  came  out  the  second  volume  of  "  Crito,'*  with  a  long 
dedication  (which  is  replete  with  shrewd  and  satirical  obr 
siervations,  chiefly  of  a  political  kind)  to  the  good  people 
of  Britain  of  the  twentieth  century.     The  rest  of  the  vo- 
lume contains  another  "  Essay  on  the  Origin  of  Evil,'*  and 
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tb^  rationale  qI  Cbrifttiaiiity,  <iiid  a  post|»cript,  consisting  of 
father  axplanatioDs^of  tba^^bfi^cts  ISNefore  cooside^ed^  attd 
of  detached  reoda^lu  p})  .i;aj90uft>^natters»  If-eur  ai>tb(^ 
has  not  succeed^  in  i^moFing  the  diSaulties  ^hioh  re- 
late to  the  introduction  of^^vil  into  the^nrorld^iand  to  the 
ceconooiy  of  the  gospel,.. it  may  be.urgesd  in  )hi8  fftvonr, 
that  he  is  in  the  same  case  with  mapy  other  ingeniotts  phi« 
losophers  and  divines. 

Mr.  Burgh  having,  for  many  yqairsi  led  a  very  laboriona 
life,  and  having  acquired  also  ^  competenty'tboughiidta 
large  fortune  (for  b^s..imnd  wa$  always  far  raised  above 
pecuniary  vie  w^),  he  determined  to  retire 'from  busineasi; 
In  embracing  this  resolution^  it  was -by  no  means  his  in« 
tention  to  be  un^mployied.  What  heiiad  particularly  in 
contemplation  was^  tp^.  complete,  bis  ViEolitical  Disquisi- 
tions,'', for  whigh  he  bad)  during  ten  yea.rs,.  been  eotteet-^ 
ing  suitable  materials*.  Upon  quitting,  his  school  at  New** 
ington-:gre^n,  which  wa^  in  1771,  he  settled  in  a  house  at 
Coiebrooke^row,  Islington,  >vhere  he  continued  till  hiar 
decease.  He  .had.  not  been  long  in  bis  new  situi^tiop  before' 
he  became  convinced  (of  what  was  only  suspected  before) 
that  be  had  a  stone  in^bis,  bladder.  .With  this  dreadful 
9Utlady  he  was  d^^ply  afflicted  the  four  lattet  jfrears  of  his* 
Ufe;  and  fqr  the  two  last  of  these  years  his  pain  was^x-^ 
quisite.  Nevertheless,  to  theasfeouishment  of  all  who 
were  witnesses  of  the  misery  he  endured,  be  went  on  with' 
iis  <<  Political  Disquisitions."  The  two  first  volumes  were 
published  in  1774,  and  the  third  volume  in  1775.  Their 
titl^is,  ^<  Political  Disquisitions :  or,  an  enquiry  into  pub- 
lic errors,  defects,  apd^buses;*  Illustarated  by,  and  esta^^ 
blisbed  upon,  facts,. md  remarks  extracted  from  a  var^pty 
of  authors  ancient  and  modern.  Calculated  to  draw  t^ 
timely  attention  of  governnoient  and  people  to  a  due  coow 
sideration  of  the  necessity  and  the  means  of. reforming 
tbpse  errors,  def^ct^,  aa^  a^buses  ;roi  i^estoring  ike  eonsti- 
tudpUj  and  saving  the  sMUie.''  TJie  first  ifoluQiierelalfis  to' 
government  in  geoei^l,  and  to,  pi^rkam^iil  in*  particular ;  r 
the  ^cond  treats  of  plsices .  and  peiui^s,  the  tax«tioo  of  > 
the  colonies,  and  the  army;  sM^d  the  tkird  considenh-man-^" 
ners.  It  was  our  autfaor^s  ijiU^ntiop.  |x>  bav«  exlended  bis 
DisquUitipmB  .tp  some  o^ber  subjects,,  if  he  bftd  no^  bieea 
pirevented  by  the  violence  of  his  disease,  the  tortures  of 
which  he  bore-  wish  uncommon  patience  atfd  resfgilatibo, 
and  from  which  he  was  hsqppily  released,  on  the  26th  of 
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Auguftti  171$,  in  the  sixty«first  year  of  bis  aM«  Besides 
the  pubiicatiaps  already  toieiitieo^d;  and  a  vanety '  6f  mar 
juscripts  wbicb  he  left  belaud  bini^  he  wrotcf»  in  1753  and 
-I7i54y  some  letters  in  the  General  Evening  Post,  c4ll^d 
^^  The  Free  Enquirer;"  and  in  1770,  a  number  of  paperjk 
entitled  ^'  The  Constitutionalist/'  in  the  Gazetteer ;  which 
wer£  intended  to  recommend  annual  ^rliaments,  adequate 
repireaentation,  and  a  place  bill.  About  the  same  yme  he 
also  published^  another  periodical  paper  in  the  Gazetteer^ 
under  the  title  of  <<  The  Colonist's  Advocate;"  which  wa$ 
written  against  the  measures  of  goyernment  with  respect 
lio  the  colonies.  He  printed  likewise  for '  the  sdle  use  of 
bis  pupils,  '^Direotions,  prudential,  moral,  religious,  aiid 
scieotific ;''  which  were  pirated  by  a  bookseller,'  and  sold 
imdcr  the  ti^Ie  of /<  Youth's  friendly  Monitor." 

With  regard  to  Mr.  Burgh's  charact^;  be  was  a  man  of 
great <piety,^  integrity,  and.benevolence.  He  bad  a  warmth 
of  heart  Which  •engaged  hitfi  to  enter  ardently  into  the  prot 
secution  of  any  valuable  design ;  and  hi$^  temper  was  jcom* 
municative  and  ^^bearful.  Whilst  his  health  permitted  it^ 
he  had.  great  pleasure  in  attending  a  weekly  society  of 
some  friends  to  knowledge,  virtue,  and  liberty,  among 
whom  were  several  persons  of  fio  sniall  note  in  thephilo* 
sophical  and  literary  world.  He  had  Once  the  honour  of 
being  introduced  to  his  present;  majestty,  -when  pHnce  of 
Wialesy  and  tp  the  late  prhicess  dowager  of  Wales,  from 
whxna  he  met  with  a  most  grs^ous  reception,  and  with 
idiom  he.had  much  discoilrse  onthe  subject  of  education, 
andxither  important  topics*  In  hi^  compositions,,  our  au** 
tbor  paid  greater  regard  to  strength  than  elegance ;  and 
he.  jdespised,  .perhaps  unjustly,  that -nice  attention  to  ar* 
r^ngement  of  language  which  some  writers  think  desirable'; 
and  which  is  indeed  deshrable,  when  thereby  the  force  and 
vigour  of  style,  a^e  not  obstnioted«  Mr.  Burgh's  widow 
died  in  1788*'  .-  - 

BURIDAN  (John),  a  FreAchmM,  bom  at  Bethune  iti 
Artoisy  was'  s  renowned  philosopher  or  schoolman  of  the 
fourteenth  century.  He  disebaiged  a  professoi^s  pkcie  in 
the  university ^of  Paris  with  great  reputation;  and  wrot^ 
commentaries  on  Aristotle's  logics'  eHiics,  and  ntetaphy- 
sies,  which  were  much  esteemed.  Some  say  that  he  was 
recter  of  the  universi^  of  Paris  iu'  1320.   Aventine  relates^ 
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that  he  wat  a  diseiple  of  Ockaih ;  and  that,  being  expelled 
Paris  by. the  power  of.  the  realists,  which  was  superior  to 
that  of  the  nominalists,  he  w^nt  into  Germany,  Where  he 
iboftded  the  university  of  Vienna*     ^^  Buridan's  Ass,'*  has 
been  a  kind  of  proverb  a  long  time  in  the  schools  ;  though 
nobody  has  ever  pretended'  to  explain  it,  or  to  determine 
with  certainty  what  it  meant.     He  supposed  an  ass,  very 
hungry,  standing  betwixt  two  bushels  of  oats  perfectly 
equal;    or  an  ass,  equally  hungry  and   thirsty,    placed 
belwixt  a  bushel  of  oats  and  a  tub  of  water,  both  making 
an  equal  impression  on  his  organs*     After  this  supposition 
lie  used  to  ask,  What  will  this  ass  do  ?     If  it  was  atisWered, 
He  will  remain  there  as  he  stands :  Then,  concluded  he, 
he  will  die  of  hunger  betwixt  two  bushels  of  oats;  he  will 
die  of  hunger  and  thirst  with  plenty  of  food  and  drink 
hefore  him.    This  seemed  absurd,    and   the   laugh  was 
wholly  on  his  side :  But,  if  it  was  answered,  This  ass  will 
not  be  so  stupid  as  to  die  of  hunger  and  thirst  with  such 
good  provision  on  each  side  of  it :  then,  concluded  he, 
this  ass  has  free  will,  or  of  two  weights  in  equilibre  one 
may  stir  the  other.     Leibnitz,  in  his  Theodicea,  confutes 
this  fiible;  he  supposes  the  ass  to  be  between  two  meadows, 
and  equally  inclining  to  both:*  concerning  this  he  says,  it 
is  a  fiction  which,  in  the  present  course  of  natuns,  cannot 
subsist.     Indeed,  were  the  case  possible,  we  must  say,  that 
the  creature  would  suffer  itself  to  die  of  hungef.     But  the 
question  turns  on  an  impossibility,  unless  God  should  pur- 
posely interfere  to  produce  such  a  thing;  for  the  universe 
cannot  be  so  divided,  by  a  plane  drawn  through  the  mid- 
dle of  the  ass,  cut  vertically  in  its  lengthy  so  that  every 
thing  on  each  side  shall  be  alike  and  similar ;  for  neither 
the  parts  of  the  universe,  nor  the  animal's  viscera,  are  si- 
milar, nor  in  an  eqi^al  situation  on  both  sides  of  this  ver- 
tical plane.    Therefore  will  there  always  be  many  things, 
within  and  without  the  ass,  which,  though  imperceptible 
to  us,  will  determine  it  to-take  to  one  side  tnore  than  th^ 
other.    After  all  this,    not  tery  edifying' disctlKsion,  the 
woiid  must  confess  its  obligations  to  Buridan  fblr'one  of  the 
jnost  common  proverbs,  denoting  liesitationiri  determin- 
ing between  two  objects  of  leqtial  or  ntearly  equal  value. '' 
*    BURIGNY  (LiVESQUE'M);  was  boi*n at  RheiHis' in  irgi, 
und  was  member  of  thi  academy  of  belles-lettres  at  Parft;, 
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He  died  in  that  city  Oct  8, 1785,  at  the  age  of  ninety- 
four,  at  that  time  the  father  of  French  literature,  and 
perhaps  the  oldest  author  in  Europe.  His  great  tran- 
quillity of ,  mind,  and  the  geptleness  of  his  disposition^ 
procured  him  the  enjoyment  of  a  long  and  pleasant  old 
age.  In  his  youth  he  passed  some  time  in  Holland,  slnd 
was  a  writer  in  the  Journal  de  T  Europe.  On  his  return  he 
was  much  caressed  by  the  learned,  and  in  his  latter  days 
had  a  pension  of  2000  livres  granted,  without  any  appU-» 
cation^  by  the  last*  king  of  France.  At  ninety-two  his 
health  was  robust,  his  memory  extensive,  and  he  composed 
and  wrote  with  facility.  His  works  are,  1.  ^^  A  treatise  ou 
the  Authority  of  the  Popes,"  1720,  4  vols.  12mo.  2.^^  His- 
tory of  the  Pagan  Philosophy,^'  1724,  12mo,  a  learned 
performance^  published  in  1754  under  the  title  of  ^.^Th6o- 
Ipgie  paienne."  3.  "Qeneral  History  of  Sicily,"  1745, 
2  vols.  4to.  4.  "  Porphyry  on  Abstinence  from  Meats,** 
1747,  12mo.  5^  ^^  History  of  the  Revolutions  of  Constan- 
tinople,'' 3  vols.  12mo,  1750.  6.  "  Life  of  Qrotius,"  1754, 
2  vols.  12mp,  7.  ^'  Life  of  Erasmus,"  1757,  2  vols.  12mo« 
8.  ^<  Life  of  Bossuet^"  1761,  IJmo.  9.  <<  Life  of  cardinal 
du  Perron,"  1768,  12mo.  The  historical  works  of  M.A^ 
Burigny,  are  esteemed  for  the  .accuracy  and  abundance  of 
the  facts  they  contain.  But  he  is  a  cold  narrator ;  has  biit 
•little  force  and  expression  in  his  portraits,  and  is  some- 
times rather  prolix  in  hisdetaib;  His  Life  of  Grotius  is  a 
yery  valuable  work,  and  was  published  in  English  in  1754, 
8yo.  For  that  of  Erasmus^  Dr.  Jortin  may  be  consulted.  ^ 
.  BURKE  (Edmund),  was  one  of  the  most  distinguished 
polijdcians  and  political  writers 'of  the  last  ceixtury,  whoae 
life,  it  has  been  long  lexpectedj  would  have  been  written 
by  those  to  whom  he  entrusted  .the  care  of  his  fame.  No- 
thing,- however,  has  yet.  appeared,  except  compilations 
by  strangers,  from  public  documents  and  records,  pub- 
lished to  gratify  present  curiosity,  Sopie  of  these^  how- 
ever, are  written  with  care  and  ability,  and  must  j^rm  the 
basis  of  the  following  sketch. 

Mr.  Burke's  biographers  are  not  agreed  as  to  his  birth- 
place. ^  Some  say  he  was  born  in  the  city  of  Dublin  ^  others, 
in  a  little  town  in  the  county  of  Cork ;  but  all  are  agreed 
in  the  date,  Jan.  1,  1730.  His  father  was  an  attorney  of 
considerable  practice,  who  had  married  into  the  ancient 

•  Pict.  Hist. 
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and  respectable  family  of  the  Nagles^  ahd  b^des  the  re« 
salts  of  his  practice,  possessed  a  small  estate  of  1 50/.  or 
300/«  a  yean  Edmund  was  his  second  son,  and  at  a  very 
early  age,  was  sent  to  Balytore  school ;  a  seminary  in  the 
North  of  Ireland,  well  known  for  having  furnished  the  bar 
and  the  pulpit  of  Ireland  with  many  eminent  characters. 
This  school  has  been  kept  by  quakers  for  near  a  century  ; 
and  the  son  of  Mr.  Abraham  Shackteton,  to  whom  Mr, 
Burke  was  a  pupil,  has  been  for  these  many  years  past  the 
head-master.  It  has  been  creditable  to  both  parties  (viz/ 
the  present  preceptor  and  the  quondam  pupil  of  bis  father), 
that  the  strictest  friendship  has  always  subsisted  between 
them;  not  only  by  a  constant  correspondence,  but  by  oc- 
casional visits.  At  this  schdbl  young  Burke  soon  distin- 
guished himself  by  an  ardent  attachment  to  study,  a 
prompt  cominand  of  words,  a^d  a  good  taste.  His  me- 
mory unfolded  itself  tery  early,  and  he  soon  became  dis- 
tinguished as  (what  was  called)  the  best  capper  Of  verses  in  - 
the  school ;  but  as  this  phrase  is  not  so  generally  known  ip 
England  as  in  Ireland,  it  may  be  necessary  to  explain  it  \~' 
What  is  called  capping  of  verses  is  repeating  any  one  line 
out  of  the  classics,  and  following  it  up  by  ahbther,  begin-' 
ning  with  the  same  letter  with  which  the  former  line' ended  ; 

fiur  instance^ 

^c^am  memento  rebus  in  arduif '' 
Servare  mentem,  non  secus  in  bonis. 

This  was  carried  on,  in  the  way  of  literary  contest, 
between  two  boys,  which  begat  an  emulation  for  reading 
above  the  ordinary  line  of  duty,- and  at  the  same  time 
called  out  and  strengthened  the  powers  of  memory.  Burke' 
not  only  took  the  lead  in  this,  but  in  all  general  exercises  : 
he  was  considered  as  the  first  Greek  and  Latin  schblar ;  to 
these  he  added  the  study  of  poetry  and  belles  lettres; 
and,  before  he  left  the  school,  produced  a  play  in  three 
acts,  founded  on  some  incidents  in  the  early  part  of  the 
history  of  England,  of  which  little  is  now;  reti^embered,; 
unless  that  Alfred  formed  the  principal  character,  and  that' 
this  part  contained  many  sublime  sentiments  on  liberty. 

Before  he  left  Balytore  school  his  elder  brother  died, 
v^hich  determined  his  father  to  send  Edmund  to  the  uni-- 
versity.  He  was  accordingly  entered  of  Trinity  college, 
Dublin>  where  some  say  he  pursued  his  studies  with  the* 
same  unceasing  application  as  at  school ;  while  Goldsmith, 
and  othersii  his  contemporaries^  assure  us  that  he  displayed^ 
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np^parlicuW.  eminence,  in  the  performance  of  his  e^i^rcises* 
Both  accounts  may  fee,  in  5pme  measure,  true.  Burke, 
niight  have  pursued  Aii^studresy  those  desultory  studies 
which  occupied  the  time  of  Mili;Qn:|ind^.T)ryden  at  Cam-, 
bridge,  and  of  Johnson  and  Qibboa.a£  Oxford,  without, 
much  desire  to  obtain  acadeoiicaf  distinctions.  We  are 
told,  however,  that  he  applied  himself  with  sufficient  di«- 
lige;nce  to  thpse^  branches  of  mathematical  and  physical 
Bi^i<^nc.§  virhich  are  mpst  subservient  tgi  the  purposes  of  life ; 
ahcji  though  be  neglected  the  syllogistic  logic  of  Aristotle,, 
he  cultivated  the  method  of  induction  pointed  out  by 
Bacon,  t^oeumatology  likewise,  and  ethics,  occupied  a 
consider^b]|e  portion  of  his  attention  ;  and  whilst  attending 
to  ,  ih^,  acquisition  of  knowledge,  he  did  not  neglect  the 
means  oi  pompnnicating  nt.  He  studied  rhetoric,  and 
th^  art  of  composition;  as  well  as  logicy^physics,  history, 
and  mor^l  philosophjf ;  and,,  accoiidin^  to  one  of  his  bio- 
gr^pher3|»  had  ^.t  .an^eirlyp^rt  of  his  life  planned  a  con- 
futa^tion  o(  theV  metaphysical  theories  of  Berkeley  and 
Hume-  .  For  such  a  task  as  thfs,  0r.  Gleig  (in  the  well- 
i^i^^enL  life  of  Bijrk^  inserted,.,  in  the  Supplement  to  the 
Erv^y^Ji  J^^'i^annica)  dpufi^  wheihei^  hature  intended  him. 
Th^KtJughl  f^»  evei;  ^tiye jpaiiid  of  Burke  id  Qas  seem  to  have, 
flbwea  with  too  great  a  rapidity  to  permit  him  to  give  thai;^ 
patient  attention  |:Qjcninute.distinctiot)is,^. without  which  it' 
is  vain  to  attempt<a  confutation  of.  ^^e  subtleties  of  Berke- 
ley and  Hume. :  jQn.Reid,  :the  ablest  antagonist  of  these 
tivo  phUo$ophers,  was  remarkably  for  patient  thinking,  and 
even  opparm/^  dp w-ness  of  iaipprehension ;  and  we  have 
not  A  doubt,  but  that  if  he  .hsui  pos^i^^sed  the  rapidity  of 
thought  which  chamcterised  Burke,  his  confutation  of 
Hume  and. Berkeley  would  have  been  far  from  conclusive. 
In.  1749  we  find  ,Burke  employjed  in  a  way  more  suitable 
to  hisi  talents,  and  more  indicative  of  his  future  pursuits. 
At  that  period  Mr.  Lucas,  afterwards  Dr.  Lucas,  a  political 
apothecary,  wrote  a  number  of  papers  against  government, 
and  acquired. by  them  as  great  popularity  in  Dublin,  ^ 
Wilkes,  after  wards  obtained  by  his  North  Briton  in  London. 
Burke,  although  young,  perceived  almost  intuitively,  the 
pernicious  tendency  of  Lucases  efFusions^  and  resolved  16 
CQuntenict  it,  which  he  did  by  writing  several  essays  in  the 
style  of  Lucas,  imitating  it  so  exactly  as  to  deceive  the 
public,  and  pursuing  his  principles  to  consequences  ne- 
cessarily resulting  from  them,  which  demof  strated  theilr 
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absurdity.  This  was  the  first  instance  of  that  imitatiTe^ 
skill  which  he  afterwards  displayed  in  a  mimicry  of  Bo- 
lingbroke ;  and  it  has  been  observed,  that  his  first  literary 
effort,  like  his  last,  was  calculated  to  guard  bis  country 
against  anarchical  innovatious. 

According  to  some  accounts,  be  went  from  Dublin, 
where  there  was  little  prospect  of  a  settlement  adequate  to 
his  talents  and  wishes,  to  London,  where  he  entered  him* 
self  as  a  student  in  the  Middle  Temple.  According  to 
other  accounts,  however,  he  was  by  design  or  accident  at 
Glasgow,  where  he  became  a  candidate  for  the  professor- 
ship of  logic,  then  vacant,  but  whether  the  application 
was  made  too  late,  or  that  the  university' was  unwilling  to< 
receive  a  stranger,  certain  it  is  that  he  was  unsuccessful. 
One  account  says,  that  he  was  passing  the  old  college 

fate,  when  a  label  affixed  to  it  struck  his  eye,  which  had 
een  pasted  up  as  a  mere  matter  of  form,'  inviting  all  can- 
didates for  the  professorship  to  a  competition,  although  it 
was  known  that  a  successor  was  already  fixed  upon.  If 
^his  be  the  fact,  Mr.  Byrke's  mistake  must  have  been  very 
soon  rectified,  without  his  having  the  mortification  of  a 
disappointment  after  trial. 

It  is  certain,  however,  that  about  1753  he  came  to  Lon- 
don, and  entered  himself,  as  already  noticed,  as  a  student 
^  4>f  the  Middle  Temple,  where  he  is  said  to  have  studied^ 
M  in  every  other  situation,  with  unremitting  diligence. 
Many  of  his  habits  and  conversations  were  long  remem- 
bered at  the  Grecian  coffee-house  (then  the  great  ren- 
dezvous, of  the  students  of  the  Middle  Temple),  and  they 
were  such  as  were  highly  creditable  to  his  morals  and  his 
talents.    With  the  former,  indeed,  we  should  not  know 
'   how  to  reconcile  a  connection  imputed  to  him  at  this  time 
with  Mrs.  Woffington,  the  actress,  if  we  gave  credit  to.  the 
report ;  but  it  is  not  very  likely,  that  one  in  Mr.  JBurke's 
narrow  circumstances  would  have  been  admitted  to  more 
than  a  slight  acquaintance  with  a  lady  of  that  description. 
Though  by  the  death  of  his  elder  brother,  he  was  to  have- 
succeeded  to  a  very  comfortable  patrimony,  yet  as  hi« 
father  was  living,  and  had  other  children,  it  could  not  be 
supposed  that  his  allowance  was  very  ample.    This,  urged 
bim  to  draw  upon  his  genins  for  the  deficiency  of  fortune^ 
and  we  are  told  that  he  became  a  frequent  contributor  tp 
the  periodical  publications.     His  first  publication  is  said  to 
bave  been  a  poem,  which  did  not  succeed.    There  is  no 
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ciBttain  information,  however,  co|0icerning  th€$e  ciarly  pra-r 
ductions,  unless  that  he  fpund  it  necessary  to  apply  with 
so  much  assiduity  as  to  injure  his  health.     A  dangerous 
illtiess  ensued,  and  he  resorted  for  medical  advice  to  Dn 
Nugent,  a  physician   whose  skill   in  his  profession   was 
ec[uaUed  only  by  the  benevolence  of  his  heart.     He  was^ 
if  we  are  not  mistaken,  a  countryman  ofBurke's,  a  Roman 
catholic,  and  at  one  time  an  author  by  profession.     Thi& 
benevolent  friend,  considering  that  the  noise  and  various 
disturbances  incidental  to  chambj^rs,  mu^t.  retard  the  re- 
covery of  his  patient,  furnished  him  with  apartments  ia 
his  own  house,  where  the  attentign  of  every  member.of 
the  family  contributed  more  than  medicine  to  the  recovery 
of  his  health.    It  was  during  this  period  that  the  amiable 
manners  of  miss  Nugent,  the  doctojr^s  daughter,  made  a 
deep  ipipression  on  the  h^^art  of  Burke ;  and  as  she  could 
not  be  insensible  to  such  merit  as  his,  they  felt  for  each 
other  a  mutual  attachment,  and  were  married  soon  after 
his  recovery.     With  this  lady  he  appears  to  have  enjoyed  • 
uninterrupted  felicity.     He  often  declared  to  bis  intimate 
friends,  ^^  That,  in  all  the  apxious,  moments  of  his  public 
life,  every  care  vanished  when  he  entered  his  own  house.** 
Mr.  Burke's  first  known  publication,  although  not  im- 
mediately known,  was  bis  very  happy  imitation  of  Boling- 
broke,  entitled  "A  Vindication  of  Natural  Society,"  1756, 
Svo.     To  assume  the  style  and  character,  of  such  a  writer,, 
who  had  passed  through  all  the  high  gradations  of  official, 
knowledge  for  near  half  ^  centDry,  a  fine  scholar,  a  most 
ready  and  eloquent  speaker,;  and. one  pf. the  best  writers  oft 
bis  time,  was,  perhaps,  ope  of  the .  boldest  attempts  ever, 
undertaken,  especially  by  a  young  man,  a  stranger  to  the 
manners,  habits,   and  oonneciions  of  the  literati  of  this, 
cotintry,  who  could  have  np  near  vie^  of  the  great  cha- 
racter he  imitated,  and  whose  time  of  life,  would  not  per* 
mit  of  those  long  and  gradual  experiments  by  which  excel* 
leiice  of  any  kind  is  to  be  obtained. .  =  Burke,  however,  was 
Qot  without  success'  in  his  jgreat  object,  which  was  to  ex- 
pose the  dangerous  tendency  of  lord  Bolingbroke's  philo* 
sophy.     When  tills  publication  first  appeared,  ^  we  are  told 
that  almost  every  body  received  it  as  the  posthumous  work 
of  lord  Bolingbrpke,  and  it  was  praised  up  to  thq  standard 
of  his  best  writings.     <^  The  critics  .knew  the  turn  of  his. 
periods ;  his  style ;  his  phrases  y  and  above  all^  the  matcli* 
less  dexterity  of  his  metaphysical  pen  :  and  amongst  thes^. 


nobody  distingutehed  himsolf  more  than  the  lately  departed 
▼eteran  of  the  stage,  Charles  Macklin ;  who,  with  th^ 
pamphlec  in  hi§  hand,  -  used  frequently  to  exclaim  at  the 
Grecian  coflFee^boiise  (where  he  gave  a  kind  of  literary  lavt^ 
to  the  young  Templars  at  that  time),  *^Oh  !  sir,  this  must 
be  Harry  Bolingbroke :  I  know  him  by  his  cloven  foot.'* 
But  much  of  this  account  is  mere  assumption.  Macklin,- 
and  such  teaders  as  MackMn,  might  be  deceived  ;  but  no^ 
Hian  wai  deceived  whose  opinion  deserved  attention.  The 
jMiblic  crilies  certainly  immediately  discovered  the  imita- 
tioir^  and  ^one  tft  least  of  them  was  not  very  well  pleased' 
widi  It.  We  are  told,  Indeed,  that  lord  Chesterfield  and? 
bishop  WarbHrton  were  at  frst  deceived;  but  this  proves 
only  tbe-eitactness  of  the  imitation  ;  tf  more  attentive  per-' 
ttsal  discovered  Ibe  writer's  real  intention.' 

The' n^xt  pr^uttieo  of  Mr.  Burke's  pen  was  *' A  Phi- 
losophical Enquiry-^  into  the  ori^n  of  our  ideas  of  the 
SoMime^^frd  Beautiful,''  1756,  8vb,  which  soon  engaged 
aH  readers  who  bad  the  least-pretensions  to  taste  or  science. 
Beside  possessing  novelty  of  opinion  in  many  particulars, 
this  book  attracted  by  its  style  and  ingenuity  of  reasoning : 
every^bbdy  read  it;  and  even  thbse  who  could  iiot  assent- 
to  many  of  the  g^Mral  {^inci|>lei,  concurred  in  praising^ 
the  am&ot  for  talents  of  a  very  extraordinary  kind.     A  ci$^' 
ticlsiti  biV  ity  ascribed  to  Johnson,  but  really  written  b^^ 
Afr.  Murphy,  concludes  in  the  following  mtoner:  '^  Upon^ 
the  ^ole,  though  we  tbinit  the  Author  of  this  piece  mis-' 
taken  in  many  oi-  bis  fundamental  principles,  and  also  in 
his  deductions  from  them,  yet -we  must  say,  we  have  read 
his  book  with  pleasnre.-  He  has  certainly  employed  much'' 
thinking:  there  are  many  ingenious  and  elegant  remarks,' 
which^  though  they  do  not  enforce  or  improve  his  first  posi- 
tion, yet,  considering  them  detached  from  his  system,  they 
are  new  and  just.     And  we  cahiiot  dismiss  this  article  with- 
piit  Recommending  a  perusal  of  ^e  book  to  aTl  'bur  readers,  as 
we  think  they  will  be  recompensed  by  a  great  deal  of  sen- 
timent, perspicuous,  elegant,  and  harmonious  style,  in  ma-' 
nf  pasl^ges  both  sublime  and  beautiful  P*    Some  time  dfter 
this^  Mr.  Burke,  who  had  devoted  much  of  his  time  to  the 
study  of  history  and  politics,  proposed  to  Mr.  Dodsley,  the 

{>laii  of  an  '^  Annual  Register"  of  the  civil,  political,  and 
iterary  transactions  of  tne  times ;  and  the  proposal  being 
Mcede4to^  the  work  was  begun,  «nd  carried  on  for  many- 
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yjeariy  either  by  Mr.  Borke  himself,  or  under  hia  ittimei 
diate  inspection,  and  was  uncommonly  succeMful. 
•  The  celebrity  of  snch  works  soon  mad|^  Mr.  Burke  known 
to  the  literati ;  amongst  whom  w^e  the  late  George  lord 
Lyttelton,  the  right  honourabje  William  Gerard  Hamilton^ 
the  late  Dr.  Markbam^  arcjubishop  of  York,  Dr.  Johnson^ 
sir  Joshua  Reynolds,  ^nd  many  other  eminent  characters^ 
who  were  proud  ^to -patronize  a  young  man  of  such  good 
private  character, .  and  such  i^ery  distinguished  talents.  It 
was  in.  consequence  of  these  conneictioas  that  wa i^n  after 
find  Mr.,  Burke  in  the  suite  of  the  eacl  <if  ^Halifax,  ap« 
pointed  lord  lieutf»ant  of  Irel^d,  0.<;|:ob^r  1761.  Here, 
by  his  talents,  as  well  as  by  his  convivial  and  agreeable 
manners,  he  made  himself  not  oolytuseful  at  the  castle,  but 
renewed  and  formed  several  vsduaUe  acquaintauce^t 

Before  he  left  Ireland  he  bad  a  pcQsicm  settled  on  himy 
on  that  establishment,  of  200/.  petr^year  (some  say  300/.), . 
which  was  said  to  be  obtained' through 'the  interest  of  tlie 
right  hon.  William  Gerard  Hamilton,^  the  official  secretary 
to  the  lord  lieutenant.     Report  said^at  the  same  time,  that 
Mr.  Burke ; had  obliged  Mr.  Hamilton  . in. turn,  by  writing  , 
that  celebrat^  speeish.  foi^  him,  which  (as  he  i^d-iueyiev: 
afterwards.^pokevr  another  of  snob  cons^uence)  procured 
him  through  life  itbe  name  of  >^.8inel^  Speech  Hamilr 
ton."    This,  hovi^ver„  although  talkra  of  in  the  better 
circles  of  that  4fl^#  k,totally  without  foundation,  nor  is  it.. 
Strictly  true,  as  will  ^e noticed  in  that  gentleman' sartide^;. 
that  Mr.  Hamiltoi^  spol^JonlyooK^  iThe  oonnection,  howr; 
ever,  bol^ween  these  gentlemen  diji^^Ql  last  very  iong ;  f or  , 
a  few  years  afterwards,  on  some  politie^d  cioutei^t,  Mr«  Ha<p  . 
milton  telling  Mr.  Burke,  aa  coarsely  as  it  was  unfounded,  '^ 
'<  that  he  took. bim^ from  a  garret,'*  the  latter  very  spiritedly 
replied,  '^  Then,  sir,  by  your  pwa  confession^it  waa  I  that 
descended  to  know,  you." — He  at  the  ^me  time  flung  up 
his  pension ;  .and  a-  coolness,,  it  is^said,  <ever  after  subsisted  ^ 
between  them..  .Mr.  Malone,  hokW^ver,  in  bis  late  Life  of./ 
Mr.  HamiltOQi  tak^snonotic^of  bis  connection,  with  Burke, . 

Mr.  Bnrke's  fame  as  a  writer,  was  now  established ;  and, 
what  added  another  wi?eatb  to  this  character  lyere  some  : 
pamphlets  written  before  the  peace  of  1T63.    These  intro^  ^ 
dnced  him  to  the  acquaintance  of  tbeiate  Mr.  Fitzherbert, 
father  of  the  present  lord  St.  Helen's ;  a  gentleman  who 
esteemed  aud  protected  men  of  letters ;  aiid  who  po^i^M^edijL . 
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.with  a  coosiderable  share  of  elegant  knowledge,  talents  for 
conversation  which  were  very  rarely  equalled.  Through 
the  medium  of  Mr.  Fiuherbert»  and  owing  to  some  po- 
litical essays  in  the .  Pqblic  Advertiser,  he  became  ac- 
quainted with  the  late  .marquis  of  Rockingham,  and  the 
late*  lord  Verney ;  events  which  opened  the  first  grea^ 
dawn  of  his  political  Ufe :  and  soon  after  his  acqus^intance 
with  lord  Rockingham,  a  circumstance  took  place  which 

five  this  noblemw.an  opportunity  to  draw,  forth  Mr* 
urke^s  talents.  The  administration  formed  in  1763,  un^ 
der  the  honourable  George  Greuville,  becoming  unpopular 
from  various  causes,  his  majesty,  through  the  recommen* 
datioa  of  his  uncle,  the  duke  of  Cumberland,  appointed  a 
new  ministry,  of  which  the  duke  of  Grafton  and  general 
Conway  were  secretaries  of  state,  and  the  marquis  of  Rock« 
ingham  first  lord  of  the  treasury.^.  Jo  thi^  arrangement^ 
which  took  place  in  1765,  Mn  Burke  was  appointed  pti«f 
vate  secretary  to  the  marquis  of  Rockingham,  and  soon 
after,  through  the  interest  of  lord  Verney,  was  returned 
one  of  the  represefitatives  in  parliament  for  the  borough  of 
Wendover^in  Buckinghamshire.  On  this  he  prepared  him- 
self for  becoming  a  public  speaker^,  by  studying,  stilLmoxe 
closely  than  he  had  yet  done,  .history,  poetry,  and  philo-r 
sophy ;  and  by  storing  his  mind  with  facts,  images,  reav 
soniugs,  and  sentim/entSi  He  paid  great  attention  likewise 
to  parliamenta^ry  usage ;  and  was  at.much  pains  to  become 
acquainted  with  old  records,  patents,  and  precedents,  .so 
as  to  render  hiniself  complete  master  of  the  business  of 
office.  That  bp  might  communicate  without  embarrassment 
the  knowledge  which  he  had  thus  acquired,  he  frequented^, 
with  many  other  men  of  eminence,  the  Robin  Hood  sq«- 
ciety ;  and,  thus  prepared^  he  .delivered  in  the  ensuing 
session  his  maiden  speech,  which  excited  the  admiration 
of  the  bouse,  and  drew  very  high  praise  from  Mr.  Pitt, 
afterwards  earl  of  Chatham.  The  proceedings  of  the  ad- 
ministration with  which  Mr.  Biurke  was  connected,  belong 
to  history ;  and  it  may  be  sufficient  here  to  notice,  that 
the  principal  object  which  engaged  their  attention  was  the 
stamp-act,  which  had  excited  great  discontents  in  Ame«^ 
rica.  Mr.  Grenville  and  his  party,  under  whose  auspicea 
this  act  was  passed,  were  for  inforcing  it  by  coercive  mea- 
sures ;  and  Mr.  Pitt  and  his  followers  denied  that  the  par-* 
liament  of  Great  Britain  had  a  right  to.taic  the  Americana* 
By  Mr.  Burke's  advice,  as  it  has  been  said,  die  marquia 
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of  Rockingham  adopted  a  middle  coutnse^  repeaHng  the 
act  to  gratify  the  Americans,  and  passing  a  law  declaratory 
of  the  right  of  Great  Britain  to  legislate  for  Ameftca  in 
taxation,  as  in  every  other  case.  Bdt  by  whatever  advice 
such  a  measure  was  carried,  it  argued  little  wisdom,  th6 
Jfepeal  and  the  declaratory  act  being  inconsistent  with  each 
other.  The  ministry  were  therefore  considered 'as  unfit  to 
guide  the  helm  of  a  great  empire,  and  were  obliged  to 
give  way  to  a  new  arrangement,  fdrmed  under  the  aus«- 
pices  of  Mr.  Pitt,  then  earl  of  Chatham.  This  change 
created  a  considerable  deal  of  political  commotion ;  and 
the  public  papers  and  pamphlets  of  that  day  turned  their 
satire  against  the  n^wly-created  earl  of  Chatham:  they 
charged  him  with  weakening  and  dividing  an  interest  i^hich 
the  public  wished  to  be  supported  ;  and  lending  hid  great 
name  and  authority  to  persons  who  Were  supposed  to  be  oif 
a  party  which  had  been  long  held  to  be  obnoxiousr  to  the 
whig  interest  of  the  country.  Though  these  charges  were 
afterwiaras  fully  refuted  by  the  subseqtient  conduct  of  the 
noble  earl,  the  late  ministry  wereentitled  to  their  share  Of 
praise,  not  only  for  being  very  acdvfe  in  promoting  th^ 
general  interests  of  the  ^state  by  several  popular  acts  laci^d 
resolutions,  but  by  their  uncommon  disinteirestedness ;  $^ 
they  shewed,  upon  quitting  theii"  placed,  that  they  retired 
without  a  place,  pension,  or  reversion,  secured  to  themr 
selves  or  their  friends.  Thils  was  u  stroke  which  the  pri- 
vate fortune  of  Mri  Burke  could  ill  bear;  but  he  h^ad  thfe 
honour  of  being  a  member  of  a  virtuous  administrd.tion ; 
he  had  the  opportunity  of  opening  his  great  political Jtfei*. 
,  lents  to  the  public  ;  and,  above  all,  of  shewifiig  to  a  num- 
ber of  illustrious  friends  (and  in  particular  the  miaYquiS  of 
Rockingham)  his  many  private  virtues  and  amiable  qttaliiie^, 
joined  to  a  reach  of  mind  scarcely  equalled  by  any  of  his 
contemporaries. 

•  In  July  1766,  Mr.  Burke,  finding  himself  disengaged 
from  political  business,  visited  Ireland  after  an'  absen<^6  of 
many  years ;  and  here  he  renewed  many  of  those  pleasing 
friendships  and  connections  which  engaged  the  attention  of 
his  younger  days,  always  rendered'  still  fnote  pleasing  by 
the  prospect  of  a  rising  fertime,  and'  a  capacity  of  doiiig 
^ood  to  those  we  love  arid  esteem;  He  returned  to  Eng- 
land towards  the  close  of  the  year ;  and,  finding  a  stronjg 
'Opposition  formed  agairfst  the  duke  Of  Grafton,  who  waS 
iij-ppir^  th^' spirit  ttud'^force  of  thosd  resolutions  pa3si3il 
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^ndeT  the  late  adnunistnitioiiy  lie  threw  Umself  into  the 
foremost  ranks,  and  diere .soon  shewed  what  a  ifbrmidable 
adversary  he  was  lilely  to  be.  The  opinion  which  Mr. 
Burke  had  of  the  Grafton  administration  is  thus  humorously 
described  by  himself.    After  paying  many  merited  eulo*- 

Siums  on  the  character  of  lord  Chatham^  he  claims  the 
reedom  of  history  't6  speak  of  the  afdministration  he 
formed,  and  thus  proceeds  : — ^'  He  made  an  administration 
so  chequered  and  speckled;  he  put  together  a  piece  of 
joining  so  crossly  indented  and  whimsically  dove-tailed  ;  a 
cabinet  so  variously  inlaid ;  such  a  piece  of  diversified 
Mosaic ;  such  a  tesseHated  pavement  without  cement;  here 
a  bit  of  black  fstone,  and  there  a  bit  of  white;  patriots 
jaind; courtiers ;  king'$  friends  and  republicans;  whigs  and 
tbries';  treacherous  friends  and  open  enemies ;— that  it  was 
indeed  a  yery  curious  show,  but  utterly  unsafe  to  touch, 
aad  unsure  to  stand  upon.  The  colleagues^  whom  he  had 
assorted  at  the  same,  boards,  stared  at  each  other,  and 
were  obliged  to  ask,  '  Sir,  your  name  ? — Sif,  you  have  the 
advantage  of  me-^Mr.  Such-a-one — Sir,  I  beg  a  thousand 
ptUrdons.*  I  venture  to  say,  it  did  so  happen  that  personi 
h^  a  single  office  dividea  between  them  who  had  never 
Bjiokeii  to  each  pther  in  their  lives,  until  they  found  them« 
smes,  they  knew  not  how,  pigging  together,  heads  and 
points,  in  the  same  tn^ckle-bed.*' 

An  administration,  of  which  he  had  this  opinion,  was 
Abt  likely  to  proceed  unceusured ;  particularly,  when  his 
;favottrite  repealing  act  *^  began  to  be  in  as  bad  an  odour, 
ill  the  hoiise  ^  th0  stamp  act  had  the  session  before.** 
Other  revenue  acts  following  this,  called  out  the  force,  and 
variety  of  his  talents;  and  the  house  began  to  perpeive^ ' 
that  tp  whatever  side  this  youngs  statesman  threw  in  his  ^ 
weighty  it  must  add  consideration  and  respect  to  his  patty. 

The  session  of  176B  opened  with  a  perturbed  prospect 
Hie  distresses  occasioned  by  the  high  ptice  of  provisions,^ 
the  restraining  act  rela:tive  to  the  Easit  iirdia  company,  the 
nultwn  tempiis  bill,  and  other  msttters,'a^rd^d  great  room 
for,discussion5  in  whidh  Mr.  Biirketook  a  part  whic^i  tiot 
otily  shewed  the  powers  of  his  eloquence,  but  the  great 
resources  of  his  information.^  He  was  soon  considered  as 
the  head  of  the  Rockingham  party  in  the  house  of  com** 
jnons ;  and  his  great  assiduity  in  preparing  business  for 
discussion,  joined  to  his  powers  for  speaking  and  writing  '-■ 
fully  qualified  him  for  {bii  cbaracta^.    It  is  tnie»  there 
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viere  other  per96ns  of  great  naai^.on  tbq  same  side  ;.sucl^ 
as  the  late  right  honourable  W.  Dowdesw^ll — the  gravity  of 
whose  deportment^  whose  practical  knowledge  of  Dusinessi^ 
and  great  integrity  of  character^  m^dehim  always  well 
beard  and  respected;  Mr.  Dunning  (lat^  lord  Ashburton)^ 
whose  legal  knowledge  and  powers  of  elocution  will  be  long' 
remembered ;  and  colonel  Barre,  whose  political  observa-* 
tion^  and  pointed  replies,  were  always  formidable  to  ^^ 
ministration.  But,  notwithstanding  the  acknowleged  me-, 
vit  of  these  gentlemen  and  others,  Burke  stood  foremost 
for  uniting  the  powers  of  fancy  with  the  details  of  politic 
cal  information.  In  his  speeches  theve  was  something 
£or  every  mind  to  be  gratified,  which  we  have  often  seea 
occasionally  exemplified  even  by  those  who  disliked  hit 
general  politics. 

.  The  parliamient  being  dissolved  41:)  1 76 9i  Mr.  Burke  was 
rcrelected  for  Wendover^    T^he  opposition  to  the  duke  of 
Grafton^^  administration  consisted  of  two  parties^  that  p^, 
the  n^arguis  of  Rpckiogham,  and  that  of  Mr.Grenville^biit, 
t|iese  t^wo  parties  had  nothing  in  compiQn  except  their  dia-. 
like  ^f  ithe  ministi^.     This  appeared  very  strikingly  in^  a^ 
papnp^ljBt  written  by  Mr.  GrenviUe^.  entitled."  The,,pr(?^i;iif, 
state  pf  the  Natipn,"  which,  w^/i^n^wered  j)y  Biurk^,  id  ^ 
"  Observations  on  the  present  st^pf  th^  Nation »       One. 
of.  the,  first,  subjects  .which  occupied  t^e.  att^ntipp^of  the 
new  parliament  W4S  the  expulsipoof  Wilkes  for  yarioiis. 
libels,  and  the  question,  whether,  aft^  bein^  ^o  ^i^eUedj^, 
ne  waa  eligible^ to, sit  in  the  sapae, parliament,    ^^irk^  pn^- 
t^is  occasion  endeavoured  to  prove,  that  iiotUog  ))ut  9p.  ^ 
act  of  the  l^gisl^jure  can  disqualify  any.  (person  fro^  sj^ttii^ 
ii)  parliapaeat  who  is  legally  chpsept  by  a  majority  of  ^^lec^^, 
tojci^,  to  fill  a  vacant  seat     It.is.^ell  biown  that  hiis  friend 
Dr.  Johnson  jnaiptained  a  cpntra^y,. doctrine,  in  bis  /^  Fa^d 
Alarm  j^'  but  in  this  as  well  as  other  occasions  during:  thar 
Ainericaii  war,  difference  of  opinio^  dtd  not  prevent  a  c^r**^^, 
dial  intercourse  between  two  nien  whose  conversation  ^^{r^^^ 
ing  their  whole  lives  was  the  admiration  and  ornamei^^  qf , 
every  literary  society.    The  question  itself  can  hardly, hei 
said  to  have  ever  received  a  complete  decisibm    All  that . 
followed  was  the  expulsion  of  Wilkjss  durj^ng  thp  present . 
parliament,  and  the  rescinding  of  that  decision  in  a  futur^ 
parliament,  without  argument  or  inquiry,  in  order  to  gra-  ^ 

tify  ^se  cqn;tituents  )yhp  soon  alter  i^ejepted  Willies  with 
unanimous  contempt.'  "     ' 
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The  proceedings  od  this  question  gare  rise  to  the  cele* 
brated  letters  signed  Jonius,  which  a)>peared  in  the  Pub- 
lic Advertiser,  and  bad  been  preceded  by  many  other 
anti-ministerial  letters  by  the  same  writer,  under  other 
signatures.  They  were  at  that  time,  and  have  often  since 
been  attributed  to  Mr.  Burke,  and  we  confess  we  once^ 
and  indeed  for.  many  years,  were  strongly  of  this  opinion, 
but  after  ^ the  recent  publication  of  these  celebrated  Let- 
ters, with  Junius's  private  correspondence  with  Mr.  Henry 
Woodfall^  the  printer  of  the  Public  Advertiser,  and  with 
Mr.  Wilkes,  it  is  as  impossible  to  attribute  them  to  Burke, 
lis  it  is  at  present  to  discover  any  other  gentleman  to  whom 
they,  may,  from  any  reasonable  grounds,  be  ascribed.  It 
may  be  added  tdo,  that  in  a  confidential  conversation  with 
Dr.  Johnson,  he  spontaneously  denied  them,  which,  as  the 
doctor  very  properly  remarks,  is  more  decisive  proof  than 
if  he  had  denied  them  on  being  asked  the  question. 

Besides  Burke's  speeches  on  the  Middlesex  election,  be 
/drew  up  a  petition  to  the  king  from  the  freeholders  of 
Buckinghamshire,  where  he  had  now  purchased  his  house 
and  lands  at  Beaconsfield^,  complaining  of  the  conduct  of  ^ 
the  house  of  commona,  in  the  matter  of  the  expulsion,  and 
jiraying  for  a  dissolution  of  parliament.  This  petition  was 
snore  temperate  and  decorous  than  som^  others  addressed  . 
to  the  throne  on  that  subject.  About  the  same  time  he 
published  '^  Thoughts  on  the  public  Discontents,'*  a  pam- 
phlet from  wbich  they  who  wish  to  establish  a  ^^  consistent 
whole*'  in  Mr.  Burke's  conduct,  derive  some  of  their  proofs. 
In  this  he  proposed  to  place  the  government  in  the  hands 
of  an  open  aristocracy  of  talents,  virtue,  property,  and 
rank,  combined  together  on  avowed  principles,  and  sup- 
ported by  the  approbation  and  confidence  of  the  people; 
and  the  aristocracy  which  he  thought  fittest  for  this  great 
trust,  was  a  combination  of  those  whig.families  which  had 
most  ^powerfully  supported  the  revolution  and  consequent 

his  passion,  no  administration  would 
have  refused  to  remuuerate  his  services 
by  the  highest  official  emoluments ;  and 
it  ought'  not  to  be  forgotten  that  vhea 
be  deserted  hi^  friends  in  ^791,  he 
<;ould  not  have  the  most  distant  pro- 
spect of  the  reward  his  majesty  was 
pleased  afterwards  to  bestow  for  his 
services  in  illustrating  the  genius  and 
tendency  of  the  French  revolution. ' 


*  Mr.  Burke's  character  has  been 
fri!quently  attacked  on  this  pnrcbasW. 
Tbe  money  is  said  to  have  been  either 
lent,  or  given  him  by  the  marqaia  of 
^Rockingham  j  but  other  accounts  say 
that  by  the  death  of  his  father  and 
brother,  he  inherited  the  sum  of  20,000/. 
Throughout  life,  IVlr.  Burke  was  never 
an  ceconomist,  and  the  pension  which 
he  received  in  his  latter  days  was^  not 
unseasonable.    Had  mere  avarice  been 
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establishments.  He  expressed  also,  ia  strong  terms,  hig 
disapprobation  of  any  change  in  the  constitution  and  du- 
ration of  parliament ;  and  declared  himself  as  averse  from 
an  administration  which  should  have  no  other  support  than 
popular  favour,  as  from  one  brought  forward  merely  by  the 
influence 'of  the  court.  In  all  Mr.  Burke's  publications 
there  is  a  fascination  of  style  and  manner,  which  carries 
the  reader  with  him  to  a  certain  distance;  but  to  this 
scheme  there  were  so  many  obvious  objections  that  it  made 
few  converts,  and  courtiers  and  whigis  equally  opposed  it, 
thinking  it  perhaps  too  compreheusive  for  the  selfishness 
of  party. 

In  1770,  the  duke  of  Grafton,  unable  to  resist  the  oppo- 
sition within  and  without  doors,  resigned,  and  was  suc- 
ceeded by  lord  North,  whose  measures  Mr.  Burke  uni- 
formly opposed,  particularly  on  the  great  questions  agi- 
tated, and  measures  adopted  with  regard  to  America.  So 
determined  was  he  in  his  opposition  to  that  minister,  as  to 
ridicule  the  proposition  for  a  repeal  of  the  obnoxious  laws 
of  the  preceding  administration^  retaining  only  the  duty  on 
tea,  as  a  mark  of  the  authority  of  parliament  o\et  the  colo- 
,  nies ;  although  this,  if  wrong,  could  not  be  more  so  than  a 
similar  measure  which  he  supported,  and,  as  already  no- 
ticed, some  say  he  advised,  during  the  marquis  of  Rocking- 
ham's administration.  The  most  brilliant  of  his  speeches 
were  made  in  the  course  of  this  disastrous  war,  during 
which,  although  the  attempt  has  been  made,  we  are  totally 
at  a  loss  to  reconcile  his  principles  with  what  he  adopted  on 
a  subsequent  Occasion,  nor  are  we  of  opinion  that  the  ques- 
tion Can  be  decided  by  selecting  detached  passages  from 
his  speeches  (the  most  important  of  which  he  published) ; 
but  from  a;  consideratioui  not  only  of  the  general  tendency 
of  the  whole  towards  the  welfare  of  the  state,  and  the  sen- 
timents of  the  nation,  but  on  the  actual  effects  produced. 
And  it  must  not* be  omitted. that  his  opposition  to  govern- 
ment continued  after  all  Europe  had  leagued  against  Great 
.Britain,  a  conduct  consistent  enough  with  thd  character  of 
a  partizan,  but  which  hashttle  in  it  of  true  independent 
patriotism*. 

■  •   » 

^  It  is,  we  apprehend,  tindeniable  though  the  reign  of  Louis  XVI.  was 

tbat  Mr.  Burke  justiAeJ  •  and  praised  comparatively  a  mild  one,  it  will  not 

America  for  venturing  on  all  the  hor-  be  easily  answered,  ?'  Was  it  consistent 

r/ors  of  a  revolution,  rather  than  sub-  lit  him,  who  applauded  America  for^ 

mitto'the  iotposition  of  a  trivial  iin-  dissolving  its   government,    veqturin^* 

post.    It  itf  therefore  asked,  and,  ai-  into  blood,  and  hazarding  all  tbd  hoc* 

Vol.  VII.  Z 
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Much  of  Borke^s  ardour  in  the  course  of  thid  long  poli- 
tical warfare  has  been  tbus  accounted  for  by  his  old  friefl'd 
Gecard.  Hamilton  :    *f  Whatever  opiniott  Burke,  from  any 
motive,  supports,  so  ductile  is  his  imagination,  that  b^ . 
soon  conceives  it  to^be  right.'*    We  appi*ehend  also,  that* 
Burke  was  more  accustomed  to  philosophize  on  certain 
questions  than  is  usually  supposed,  and  that  by  revolving 
the  question  in  every  possible  light,  his  .mind  wa^  bf^en  as' 
fiiU  of  arguments  on  one  side  as  on  the'oth^r,  neither  of 
which  hevcouldon  all  oecaiions  conceal ;  and  hence  it  itf; 
that  men  of  quite  opposite  opinions  have  been  equally  de- 
sirous to  quote  his  authority ;  and  that  there  are  in  hit 
works  passages  that  may  be  triumphantly  brought  forward^ 
by  almost  any  party.     Burke's  judgment,  had  he  given  it 
full  play,  would  have  rendered  him  an  oracle,  to  whom  alt" 
parties  would  have  been  glad  to  appeal ;  but  his  political 
attachments  were  unfortunately  strong  while  they  lasted,  * 
and  not  unmixed  with  ambition^  which  frequently  brought' 
the  independence  of  his  character  into  suspicion.   No  opi^ 
nion  was  ever  more  just  than  that  of  his  ftiend  Goldsmith, 
that  Burke  '*  gave  up  to  party''  what  *^  was  meant  for  man-  ' 
kind," 

In  1772,..fae  took  a  trip  to  France,  and  while  he  remained 
in  that  country  his  literary  and  political  eminenci^  n^ade'^ 
him  courted  by  all  the  antt^monardiical  and  iufidel  j^hilo-' 
sophers  of  the  time.     That  he  saw  iii  the  religious  sccip- 
ticism  and  political  theories  oi  Voltaire,  Helvetius,  Rous- 
seau, and  D'Alembert,  even  at  that  period,  the  probable 
overthrow  of  religion  and  governiiient,  is  not  surprising, 
for  these  consequences  were  foreseen,  about  the  same  tim^> 
by  a  man  of  much  less  discernment,  and  of  no  religion,  the 
late  Horace  Walpole,  lord  Orford.     Burke,  however,  wat  / 
so  impressed  with  the  subject,  that  on  his  return  he  could 
not,  avoid  introducing  his  sentiments  in  the  hbuse  of  com-  ^' 
mons,  and  pointing  out  the  conspiracy  of  atheism  to  tb0   ' 
watchful  jealousy  of  government.     He  professed  be  was 
not  over-fond  of  calling  in  the  aid  of  the  secular  arm  to 
suppress  doctrines  and  opinions  ;  but  if  ever  it  were  to  be 
raised,  it  should  be  against  those  eu^mieS  of  their  kind   ' 

tors  of  apareby,  ia  support  of  its  claim  potism  which  Tiolated  all  Uie"  rights    y 

to  pierhaps  one  of  the  most  doubtful  of  of  mau,''  and  perverted  the  ends  o(-   , 

the  'Vrights  Df  inaQ>"  the  right  of  self-  society  V>    Month.  Rer.  ▼»!.  XXVlK 

tax)stion ;  was  it  consistent  in  him  to  jK.  S.  p.  S7. 

veprohatefranc«Cojr  shaking  off  a  del-* 
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who  would  take  from  ns  the  noblest  prerpgative  of  our  na-* 
ture,  that  of  being  a  religious  animal.  About  the  same 
titne  he  supported  a  motion  for  the  relief  of  dissenters^  and 
in  the  course  of  bis  i^eech  called  the  toleration  which  thej 
enjoyed  by  connivance  **  a  temporary  relaxation  of 
slavery^"  a  sort  of  liberty  **  not  calculated  for  the  meridian 
of  England;'* 

In  1774,  a  dissolution  of  parliament  took  place,  and  Mn. 
Burke  was  returned  one  of  the  members  for  JVfalton ;  when, 
just  as  Jie  was  sittipg  down  to  dinner  with  his  cpnstitiients 
after  the  ^lectipo,  an  ^express  arrived  from  Bristol  (consist^ 
ing  of  a  deputation,  of  some  merchants),  informing  him^ 
tbat  a  considerable  body  of  the  citizens  of  Bristol,  wishing, 
at  that  critical. season,  to  be  represented  by  some  gentle-' 
man  of  tried  abilities  and  known  commercial  knowledge, 
had  put  him  up  in  nomination  as  one  of  their  candidates  ; 
ajpid  that  they, had  set  off  express  to  apprise  him  af  that 
event.  Mr.  JBurke,  at^ter  acknowledging  this  high  honour^ 
and  thanking  the  gentlemen  for  their  zeal  and  assiduity  in 
his  favour,  returned, into  the  room  where  his  Malton  con- 
stituents wiere  about  sitting  down  to  dinner,  and  told  tbem ' 
the  nature  of  the  express  he  had  just,  received,  and  re- 
quested their  advice  how  to  act  He  observed,  ."  That  as 
they  had  done  him  the  honour,  of  thinking  him  worthy  to 
be  their  member,  he  would,  if  it  was.  their  wish,  endeavour 
to  support  that  station  with  gratitude  and  integrity ;  but 
if  they  thought  the  general  cause  on  which  they  were  all 
embarked  could  be  better  assisted  by  his  representing  the 
city  of  Bristol,  he  was  equally  at  their  order."  They  im- 
mediately decided  for  Bristol ;  when,  after  taking  a  short 
repast  with  them,  he  threw  himself  into  a  post-chaise,  and 
without  ever  taking  rest  on  the  rpad,  arrived  in  that  city 
on  Thursday  the  13th  of  October,  being  the  jixth  day  of 
the  poll. 

His  speech  to  the  electors  was  as  liberal  as  their  invita^  ^ 
tion.  He  did  not^  like  other  candidates,  on  a  spur  of 
mistaken  gratitude,  or  the  artifice  of  popular  conciliation^ 
pledge  himself  to  be  the  mere  vehicle  of  their  instructions; 
he  frankly  told  them  his  opinion  of  the  trust  they  had  re- 
posed in  him ;  and  what  rendered  (his  conduct  still  more 
creditable  to  his  feelings  was,  that  his  colleague  (Mr.  Cru- 
ger)  had  just  before  expressed  himself  in  favour  of  the 
coercive  authority  of  his  constituients*  instructions.  Mr^ 
Burke^s  sentiments  on  this  occasion  are  well  worth  trans* 
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cribingy  as^i  in  our  opinion^  they  place  that  point,  **  Hoir^ 
far  representatives  are  bound  by  the  instructions  of  their 
constituents,"  out  of  the  reach  of  all   future  litigation.- 
"Certainly,  gentlemen,"  says  he,  "  it  ought  to  be  the 
Happiness   and  glory  of  a  representative  to  live  in   the 
strictest  union,  the  closest  correspondence,  and  the  most 
unreserved  communication  with   his  constituents.    Their, 
wishes  ought  to  have  great  weight  with  him ;  their  opiilion, 
high  respect ;  their  business^  unremitted  attention  ;  it  is 
his  duty  to  sacrifice  his  repose,  his  pleasures,  his  satisfac- 
tions,  to  theirs;  and  above  all^  ever  and  in  all  cases,  to 
prefer  their  interest  to  his  own  :  but  his  unbiassed  opmiofi, 
his    mature   judgment,    his  enlightened   conscience,   he 
ought  not  to  sacrifice  to  you,  to  any  man,  or  to  any  set  of. 
men.     Parliament  is  not  a  congress  of  ambassadors  from 
different  and  hostile  in,terests,  which  interests  each  must 
maintain,  as  an  agent  and  advocate,  against  other  agents 
and  advocates  :  but  parliament  is  a  deliberative  assembly, 
of  one  nation,  with  one  interest,  that  of  the  whole ;  where 
not  local  purposes,  not  local  prejudices,  ought  to  guide, 
but  the  general  good  resulting  from  the  general  reason  of. 
the  whole  : — ^you  choose  a  member  indeed ;  but  when  you 
have  chosen  him,  he  is  not  a  member  of  Bristol,  but  he  is^ 
a  niember  of  parliament.     If  the  local  constituent  should 
have  an  interest,  or  should  form  an  hasty  opinion,  evidently 
opposite  to  the  real  good  of  the  rest  of  the  community, 
the  member  for  that  place  ought  to  be  as  far  as  any  other 
from  any  endeavour  to  give  it  effect." 

With  these  open  and  manly  sentiments,  Mr.  Burke  en- 
tered the  house  of  commons,  and  we  know  of  no  instance 
in  which  he  did  not  pireserve  the  tenor  of  them ;  but  in 
1780,  when  he  stood  candidate  for  Bristol  again,  it  was 
found  that  he  had  given  offence  to  bis  constituents,  by 
maintaining  that  he  should  be  independent  in  his  conduct,, 
by  supporting  the  trade  of  Ireland,  and  by  voting  on  sir 
George  Saville's  bill  in  favour  of  the  Roman  catholics;  and 
although  he  endeavoured  to  vindicate  himself  with  his  usual 
eloquence,  he  lost  his  election,  and  took  his  seat  in  the 
isew  parliament  for  Malton.  \  '    . 

The  Spring  of  1782  opened  a  new  scene  of  great  poli- 
tical importance.     The  American  war  had  continued  seven 
years,  and  having  been  unsuccessful,  not  only  the  people, 
but  very  nearly  a  majority  of  the  parliament,  became  tired; 
of  ft.    The  minister  was  now  attacked  with  gr^at  force^  and 
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the  several  motions  which  the  opposition  introduced,  rela- 
tive to  the  extinction  of  the  war,  were  lost  only  by  a  very 
small  minority.  Finding  the  prospect  of  success  brighten- 
ing, the  opposition  determined  to  put  the  subject  at  issue. 
Accordingly  on  the  Sth  of  March,  lord  John  Cavendish 
moved  certain  resolutions,  recapitulating  the  failures,  the. 
misconduct^  and  the  expences  of  the  war,  the  debate  oa 
which  lasted  till  two  o^ clock  in  the  morning,  when,  the 
house  divided  on  the  order,  of  the  day,  which  had  been 
moved  by  the  secretary  at  flrar,  and  which  was  carried  only 
by  a  majority  of  ten.  This  defection  on  the  side  of  admi- 
nistration gave  heart  to  the  minority,  and  they  rallied  with 
redoubled  force  and  spirits  on  the  15th  of  March,  wiien  a 
motion  of  sir  John  Rous,  ^'  That  the  house  could  have  no 
further  confidence  in  the  ministers  who  had  the  direction 
of  public  aflFairs,"  was  negatived  only  by  a  majority  of 
nine.  The*  minority  followed  their  fortune,  and  on  the 
20th  of  the  same  month  (the  house  being  uncommonly 
crowded)  the  earl  of  Surrey  (now  duke  of  Norfolk)  rose  to 
make  his  promised  motion,  when  lord  North  spoke  to  order, 
by  saying,  "  he  meant  no  disrespect  to  the  noble  earl ;  but 
as  notice  had  been  given  that  the  object  of  the  intend-- 
ed  motion  was  the  removal  of  his  majesty's  ministers,  he 
meant  to  have  acquainted  the  house,  that  such  a  motion 
was  become  unnecessary,  as  he  could  assure  the  house,  on 
authority, — -that  the  present  administration  was  no  more  ! 
and  that  his  majesty  had  come  to  a  foil  determination  of 
changing  his  ministers ;  and  for  the  purpose  of  giving  the 
necessary  time  for  new  arrangements,  be  moved  an  ad- 
journment," which  was  instantly  adopted.  During  this 
adjournment  a  new  administration  was  formed  under  the 
auspices  of  the  marquis  of  Rockingham,  on  whose  public 
principles  and  private  virtues  the  nation  seemed  to  repose, 
after  the  violent  struggle  by  which  it  had  been  agitated, 
with  the  securest  and  most'  implicit  confidence.  The  ar- 
rangements were  as  follow :  The  marquis  of  Rockingham 
first  lord  of  the  treasury,  the  earl  of  Shelburne  and  Mr. 
Fox  joint  secretaries  of  state,  lord  Camden  president  of  the 
council,  duke  of  Grafton  privy  seal,  lord  John  Cavendish 
chancellor  of  the  exchequer,  and  Mr.  Burke  (who  was  at 
the  same  time  made  a  privy  counsellor)  paymaster-general 
of  the  forces. 

Upon  the  meeting  of  parliament  after  the  recess,  the 
new  ministry,  which  stood  pledged  to  the  country  for  many 
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reforms,  l))egaTv  to  put  them  into  exectition.  They  first 
began  with  the  affairs  of  Ireland ;  and  as  the  chief  ground 
of  complaint  of  the  sister  kingdom  was  the  restraining 
power  of  the  6th  of  George  the  First^  a  hill  was  brought  in 
to  repeal  this  act,  coupled  with  a  resolution  of  the  housej^ 
^  That  it  was  essentially  necessary  to  the  mutual  liappinesa 
of  the  two  countries  that  a  firm  and  solid  connection  should 
be  forthwith  established  by  the  consent  of  both,  and  that 
his  majesty  should  be  requested  to  give  the  propeir  direc- 
tions for  promoting  the  same.'*  -  These  passed  without  op^ 
position,  and  his  majesty  at  the  same  time  appointed  hiji 
grace  the  duke  of  Portland  lord  lieutenant  of  that  king- 
Aoxxu  They  next  brought  in  bills  for  disqualifying  revenue 
officers  fot  voting  in  the  election  for  members  of  p^rlia-^ 
ment ;  and  on  the  15th  of  April,  Mr.  Burke  brought  for- 
ward hi^  great  plan  of  reform  iti  the  dvil  tiat  expenditure^^ 
hy  which  the  annual  saving  (ahd  which  would  be  yearly 
increasing)  would  amount  to  7^,363£  It  was  objected  by 
6ome  members  that  this  bill  was  not  lio  extensive  as  it  was 
originally  framed ;  but  Mr^  Burke  entered  into  the  grounds 
tof' those  omissions  which/had  been  made  either  from  a 
compliance  with  the  opinions  of  others,  or* from  a  fulleSr 
consideration  of  the  particular  cases;  at  the  same  tim^  b6 
pledged  himself,  that  he  should  a.t  all  times  be  ready  to 
obey  thbir  call,  whenever  it*  appeared  to  be  the  general 
sense  of  the  house  and  of  the  people  to  prosecute  a  more 
complete  system  of  reform.  This  bill  was  followed  by 
another  for  the  regulation  of  his  own  olBce ;  but  the  latei- 
hess  of  the  season  did  not  afford  time  for  the  completion  of 
all  platis  of  regulation  and  retrenchment,  which  were  in 
the  contemplation  of  the  neyv  ministry,  and  indeed  all  their 
plans  were  deranged  by  the  death  of  the  marquis  of  Rock- 
ingham July  1,  1782.  On  this  event  it  was  discovered 
that  there  was  not  that  perfect  union  of  principles  among 
the  leaders  of  the  majority,  to  which  the  country  had 
looked  up;  for,  lord  Shelburne  (afterwards  marquis  of 
Lansdowne)  being  appointed  first  lord  of  the  treasury,  a 
statesman  who  had  incessantly  and  powerfully  co-operated 
with  the  party  in  opposition  to  the  late  war,  except  in  the 
Article  of  avowing  the  independence  of  America,  this  gave 
umbrage  to  the  Rockingham  division  of  the  cabinet,  who 
were  of  opinion  that  "  by  this  change  the  meas^res  of  th6 
former  administration  would  be  broken  in  upon/*  Mr. 
f^x^  therefore/  lord  John  Cavendish^  Mr.  Burke;iand  others^ 
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yesjgned  their  r^pective  offices,  and  Mr.  Pitt,  ^hen  a  very 
lyoung  maD|  succeeded  lord  George  Cavendish  as  ehaa* 
ceilor  of  the  exchequer,  lord  Sidney  succeeded  Mr.  Fox 
'as  secretary  of  state,  and  colonel  Barrd  Mr  Burke  as  payr 
master  c^  the  forces,  lord  Sherbui;ne  retaining  his  office  at 
first  minister. 

By  this  change  Mr.  Burke  fell  once  more  into  the  ranks 
of  oppositioi}^  and  continued  in  that  situation  until  after 
the  general  peace  of  1783,  when  Mr.  Fox,  joining  his  par*- 
liamentary  interest  with  that  of,  lord  North,  gained  a  ma- 
jority in  the  house  of  commons,  which  after  some  ine£Pecr 
tual  struggles  on  the  part  of  Mr.  Pitt,  terminated  in  wha^ 
S^as  called  the  coalitmi  administration^  composed  of  the 
duke  of  Portland  first  lord  of  the  treasury,  lord  SoAm  Ca^ 
vendish  chancellor  of  the  exchequer,  Mr.  Burke,  as  before^ 
paymaster  of  the  forces,  and  Mr.  Fox  and  lord  North  joini 
secretaries  of  state.    As  this  union  of  political  interest  wa# 
jthe  most  unpopular  measure  adopted  in  the  present  reigu^ 
and  that  which  it  has,  above  all  others,  beeu  found  most 
difficult  to  reconcile  with  purity  and  consistency  of  prin^ 
ciple,  it  may  be  necessary  to  state  what  has  been  offered 
\n  apology,  at  least  as  far  as  Mr.  Burke  is  concerned. .   It 
]s  well  known  tp.  those  in  the  least  conversant  in  the  poli'*- 
tics  which  imme^diately  preceded  this  period,  how  uniformly 
lord  North  was  upbra,ided  for  his  condiict  throughout  the. 
whole  course  of  the  American  war :  every  thing  that  could 
^tach  to  a  bad  ministry  was  laid  to.  his  charge,  except 
perhaps  the  solitary  exception  of  corruption  in  his  owa 
person,  which  was  not  much,    while  he  was  continually 
accused  of  being  the  mover  of  a  mass  of  corruption  ia 
others ;  and  as  Mr.  Fox  and  Mr.  Burke  were  the  two  lead- 
ing champions  of  the  house  of  commons^  in  their  sevleral> 
speeches  will  be  found  invectives  of  such  a  nature,  as  to 
men  judging  of  others  in  the  ordinary  habits  of  life,  per- 
haps would  be  thought  insurmountable  barriers  to  their, 
coalition.     But  we  are  told,  that  forming  an  administration 
upon  a  broad  bottom  of  political  interest  is  quite  a  different 
thing  from  contracting  a  private  friendship ;  in  the  former 
many  things  are  to  be  conceded,  in  regard  to  times  anii 
circumstances,  and  the  opinions  of  others ;  in  the  latter 
tlie  question  of  right  and  wrong  lies  in  a  narrower  compass,, 
and  is  more  readily  judged  of  by  the  parties  and  their 
friends.     Mr.  Burke,   therefofe,    may  say,  ^^  that  in   bis 
several  attacks  on  lord  Nortb^  he  considered  him  as  a  prin-» 
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cipal  promoter  and  encourager  of  the  American'  war,  a 
war  which  he  held  destructive  of  the  interests  and  consti- 
tutional rights  of  this  country.  As  a  minister ,  therefore, 
he  reprobated  his  conduct;  but  the  American  contest  be- 
ing over,  and  other  measures  about  to  be  pursued^  which, 
in  his  opinion,  might  heal  the  bruises  of  this  war,  be 
coalesced  with  him  as  a  man,  who  (benefiting  himself  by 
his  former  mistakes)  might  still  render  important  services 
to  his  country." 

Such  a  defence  as  this  may  very  well  be  admitted  in 
favour   of  Mr.    Burke   and  others ;   but  Mr.    Fox   stood 
pledged  upon  different  ground.     He  not  only  inveighed 
against  the   minister  in  the  grossest  terms  of  abuse,  but 
against  the  man;    whom,  he  said,  "he  would  not  trust 
himself  in  a  room  with,  and  from  the  moment  that  he  ever 
acted  with  him, /he  would^  rest  satisfied  to  be  termed  the 
most  infamous  of  men."     After  such  a  particular  declara- 
tion as  this,  emphatically  and  deliberately  announci^d  in  a 
full  house  of  commons^  scarce  nine  months  had  elapsed 
when    Mr.   Fox   cordially  united  with   lord   North, « and 
brought  a  suspicion  on  his  character,  with  regard  to  con- 
sistiency,  which  iall  the  exertions  of  his  future  life  were  not' 
able  to  remove.     In  the  mean  time,  however,  a  new  ad- 
ministration bade  fair  f^v  permanence.     It  was  strong  in 
talents,  in  rank,  and  in  the  weight  of  landed  interest.     It 
seemed  nearly  such  a  combination  of  great  families  as  Mr. 
Burke  had  wished  in  his  ^^  Thoughts  on  the  Causes  of  the 
present  Discontents/'  but  it  wanted  what  was  necessary  to 
Complete  his  plan,  "  the  approbation  and  confidence  of 
tlie  people."     Suspicion  attached  to  all  their  measures, 
and  seemed,  in  the  opinion  of  the  people,   to  be   con- 
firmed when  they  introduced  the  famous  East  India  bill. 
This  is  not  the  place  fpr  discussing  the  merits  of  this  im- 
portant bill  5  it  may  suffice,  as  matter  of  fact,  to  state  that 
it  was  considered  as  trenching  too  much  on  the  prerogative, 
as  creating  a  mass  of  ministerial  influence   which  would 
be  irresistible  ;  and  that  the  vast  powers  which  it  gave  the 
house  of  commons  mis^ht  render  the  administration  too 
strong  fpr  the  crown.     Had  these  objections  been  confined 
to  the  ex-ihinisters  and  their  friends,  the  coalesced  mi- 
nisters naight  have   repelled   them,  at  least  by  force  of 
numbers,  but  it  was  peculiarly  unfortunate  for.  Mr.  Burke, 
Mr.  Fox,  and  the  whig  part  of  administration,  that  they 
were  opposed  withoiit  doors  by  the  voice  of  the  peppl?> 
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ai]Ld  in  the  writings  of  all  those  authors  who  had.tiae  credit 
of  being  constitutional  authorities.  The  East  India  bill,' 
accordingly,  although  carried  in  the  hous^  of  commons^' 
was  lost  in  that  of  the  lords,  and  a  new  admin i3trafcion  was' 
arranged  in  December  1783)  at  the  head  of  which  was^ 
Mr.  Pitt. 

The  majority  of  the  house  of  commons,  however,  still 
continuing  attached  to  the  dismissed  ministers,  public  bu<- 
siness  was  interrupted,   and  continued  in  an  embarrassed 
state  until  his  majesty  determined  to  appeal  to  the  people, 
by   a  dissolution  of  parliament  in  May  1784.     The  ksae 
of  this    was,  that  many  of  the  most  distinguished  adhe- 
rents to  the  coalition   were  rejected  by  their  constitu-: 
eiits,  and  Mr.  Pitt,  in  the  new  parliament,  acquired  a  ma- 
jority quite   decisive  as  to  the   common   routine  of  bu- 
siness, but   certainly   for  many  years  not  comparable  in 
talents  to  the  oppqsitiou.     Mr.  Burke,  again  belonging  to 
this  class,  exerted  tl^e  utn>Q$t  of  those  powers  which  so: 
justly  entitied  him  to  the  character  he  maintained  in  the 
wgrld.     To   detail    the    progress   of  that  high   character  ^ 
through  all   the  po}itical  business.he  went  through  would 
be  incqmpatible  with  the  nature  and  limits  of  this  work ; 
his  talents  will  be  best  shewn  in  a  general  and  minute  re-i 
view  of  bis  public  life,  as  exeo^pUfied  in  his  speeches,  his 
political  and  other  publications,  and  then  he  will  be  found 
one  of  the  greatest  ornaments  of  the  age  he  lived  in.  •/ 

Referring,  therefore,  at  large  to  these  documents,  the* 
next  great  political  object  of  Mr.  Burke's  attention  was'iat 
the  impeachment  of  Warren. Hastings,  esq.  governor  ge-^ 
neral  of  Bengal.     Whatever  merit  or  demerit  there  was  ■ 
in   this  procedure,  it  originated  with  him^  he  pledged- 
himself  to  undertake  it  long  before  Mr.  Hastings's  return' 
from  India,  and  was  as  good  as  his  word  on  his  arrival ; 
parliament^  however,   sanctioned  his  motions  for  an  im-. 
peacbment,  and  from  that  time  to  its  final  determination 
it  was  their  own  act  and  deed.     In  the  prosecution  of  this  < 
tedious  and  expensive  trial,  the  variety  and  extent  of  Mr.. 
Burke's  powers,  perhaps^,  never  came  out  with   greater 
lustre ;  he  has  been  charged  by  some  with  shewing  too  . 
much  irritability  of  temper  on  this  occasion,  and  by  others : 
o]f  private  and  interested  pique ;  but  though  we  Acknow- 
ledge  there   appear  to   be  grounds  for  the  first  charge 
(which  is  too  often  the  concomitant  of  great  and  ardent 
minds  in  the  eager  and  impassioned  pursuits  of  their. ob-> 
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ject)  we  have  every  teason  to  acquit  him  of  the  other.  It 
MraSi;  on  tHe  contrary,  his  political  interest  to  forego  the 
impeachment,  and  hi^  friends,  we  believe,  strongly  adv 
vised  him  to  that  tneaisnfe,'  but  we  have  every  reason  to 
think  he  felt  it  hi^dtitjr  tcTact  otherwise;  and  though  the 
subsequent  decision  of  the  house  of  lords  has  shewn  he  wag 
in  an  error,  we  must  ^'lippbse  it  an  error  of  his  understand*- 
fUg,  'Hot  ol  his  heart.  Such  at  least  is  the  language  of 
s6me  of  bis biograph^ts  oh  this  subject;  but,  although  he 
inaj  be  e'xta^patea  of  malice  or  avarice  in  this  affair,  we 
eanhbt  help  being  of  opinion,  that  his  character,  tbe  cha- 
racter of -bis' heart,  as  well  as  his  head,  must  suffer  by  the 
rec<]91e€tk)n'ofbi^  many  and  violent  exaggerations  without 
prdbf,  and  particularly  his  harsh  and  coarse  notice  of  Mr. 
Htettngs,  and  his  own  personal  ostentation.  On  one  oc- 
^siDi^,/v^hen  in  the'  moment  of  Mr^  Hastings^s  hesitation 
about  the  ^teremony  bf  kneeling  at  the  bar,  which  pro-? 
ceed^frbm  adcidetit^  he  commanded  him  to  kneel,  with 
a  fierocity  in  bis  countenance  which  no  painting  could  ex-> 
press,  we  c(uei$tiof]f  if  there  was  a  human  being  in  that  vast 
^i^embly  who  would  have  exchanged  feelings  with  him. 
'The  nekt  important  measure  in  which  Mr.  Burke  stood 
fbrwariA'i^h  an  tinusmtl  degree  of  pronpinence,  was  the 
sictttlemenV'of  a  'regency  durinjg  his  majesty's  illness  in 
178^-^;  '  Oti*  his  conduct  at  this  time,  his  biographers^ 
who  wish  to  prove  him  uniformly  consistent  in  political' 
principle,  seem  inclined  to  cast  a  veil ;  but,  as  in  that  conduct 
be  betrayed  more  characteristic  features  of  the  man  as 
well  a!s  the  politician  than  at  any  other  period  of  his  life,  we 
I^how  hot  how  to  get'  rid  of  some  notice  of  it  in  a  narrative, 
hbwever  short,  which  professes  to  be  impartial.  .  In  fact, 
bis  repeated  interference  in  the  debates  to  which  the  re«> 
gency  gave  rise,  were  far  more  formidable  to  his  oywi 
fiends  than  to  the  ministers.  Either  unconscious  that 
constitutional  principles  and  popular  opinion  were  against 
the  part  his  friends  took,  or  despising  both  in  a  case  in 
which  he  thought  himself  right,  prudence  so  completely 
deserted  him,  that,  not  conteht  with  the  urgency  of  legal 
and  speculative  argument,  he  burst  forth  in  expressions 
respecting  his  majesty,  so  indecent,  irreverent,  and  cruel, 
as  to  create  more  general  didike  to  his  character  than  had 
ei^r  before  been  entertained  ;  and  when  we  consider,  that 
this  violence  of  teniper  and  passion  were  exercised  on  the 
iilufttrions  personage  to  whom  in  a  very  few  years  he  wajt 
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gratefully  to  acknowledge  his  obligations  for  tbe  indepea^ 
ilehce  and  comfort  of  bis  latter  days^  w.e  capnot  be  sur-- 
prised  that  those  who  intend  an  uniform  and  unqualified 
panegyric  on  his  public  life^  wi^  to  suppress  his  conduct 
during  this  uiemorable  period. 

The  next  and  last  sera  of  his  history  is,  perhaps,  the 
piost  important  of  all,  as  it  is  that  concerning  whiqh  thd 
opinions  of  the  world  are  still  divided^     We  allude  to  his 
iuterferenci^y  for  such  it  may  be  called,  with  the  conduct 
and  progress  of  the  French  revolution.  Many  of  big  friends 
in  parliao^^nt,  as  well  as  numbeni  of  wise  and  good  men 
out  of  it,  augured  froin  the  meeting  of  tiie  states- general 
of  France,  great  benefit  to  that  nation,  of  which  the  go--^ 
v^rnment  was  considered  as  despotic  and  oppressive;  and. 
spoie  were  sanguiiiq  enough  to  predict  a  new  and  happy 
order  of  things  tb  all  the  nations  connected  with  France^ 
when  its  government  should  become  more  free.  These  senti-* 
fnents^  we  can  well  remember,  were  not  only  general,  but 
perhaps  universal,  although  they  tnight  not  always  pro-^' 
ceed  from  the  same  sources.     There  were  some  who  loved 
liberty,  and  would  hail  its  dawn  in  any  country.     There 
were  others  who  hated  the  French  government  as  the  per4 
petual  enemy  of  Great  Britain.     Mr.  Burke  saw.  nothing* 
in  the  proceedings  of  the  French  which  was  favourable 
either  to  liberty  or  peace.     He  was  well  acquainted,  with 
the  genius  of  the  French  people,  and  with  the  principlei. 
of  those  philosophers,  as  they  called  themselves,  by  whom' 
a  total  revolution  in  church  and  state  had  long  been  pro-^ 
jected ;  and  from  the  commencement  of  their  career  iu:' 
the  constituent  assembly,  when  they  established,  as  the 
foundation  of  all  legal  government,  the  metaphysical  doc- 
tlrine  of  the  "  rights  of  man,"  he  predicted  that  torrent  of* 
Anarchy  and  infidelity  which  they  have  since  attempted  to 
pour  over  all  Europe.     Mr.  Fox,  and  some  of  the  other> 
leading  men  in  opposition,  considered  this  as  a  vain  fear^. 
dnd  a  coolness  took  place  between  them  and  Mr.  Burke,/ 
although  they  continued  for  some  time  to  act  together  in 
parliament.    In  the  mean  time  he  published  his  celebrated 
"  Reflections  on  the  French  Revolution,'*  the  instantaneous^ 
effect  of  which  was  to  reduce  the  nation,  hitherto  unani- 
mous or  indifferent  on  the  subject,  to  two  distinct  parties^ 
the  one  admiring  the  glorious  prospects  arising  from  the . 
French  revolution,    the  other  dreading  its  consequences  ' 
to  this  nation  in  particular,  and  %&  the  world  at  large. 
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Many  able  writers  of  the  former  class  took  up  their  pens 
on  this  occasion,  in  what  were  called  "  answers"  to  Mr. 
Burke,  and  some  of  them  were  certainly  written  with  great 
ability.  The  controversy  was  long  and  obstinate,  and  can- 
not be  said  to  have  terminated  until  the  commencement  of 
the  war  in  1793,  when  the  changes  of  government  and 
practice  in  France  rendered  most  of  the  points  discussed 
with  Mr,  Bufke  no  longer  of  immediate  importance. 
France,  as  he  bad  predicted,  was  plunged  into  barbarous 
and  atrocious  anarchy,  and  the  friends  of  her  projected 
liberty,  dearly  as  they  clung  to  the  idea,  were  obliged  to 
confess  themselves  disappointed  in  every  hope,  while  Mr. 
Burke's  predictions  were  erroneous  in  one  only,  namely, 
that  France  was  now  blotted  out  of  the  map  of  Europe. 

In  the  mean  time,  an  open  rupture  took  place  between 
Mr.  Bnrke  and  his  oldest  friends  |n  opposition.  In  1790 
he  had  so  far  expressed  bis  dislike  of  experiments  on  the 
established  laws  and  constitution,  as  to  oppose  the  repeat 
of  the  test-act,  and  a  motion  for  the  reform  of  parliament. 
With  regard,  to  the  latter,  we  know  not  that  he  ever  was 
jfriendly,  but  it  is  certain  that  he  once  maintained  the  pro-  , 
priety  of  relieving  the  dissenters  from  certain  disabilities. 
He  was  now,  however,  as  he  declares  in  his  **  Reflections,'* 
endeavouring  to  *'  preserve  consistency  by  varying  his 
means  to  secure  the  unity  of  his  end  ;  and  when  the  equi- 
poise of  the  vessel  in  which  he  sails  may  be  in  danger  of 
overloading  it  upon  one  side,  is  desirous  of  carrying  the 
small  weight  of  his  reasons  to  that  which  may  preserve  the 
equipoise."  He  had  identified  the  whole  body  of  dis- 
senters with  Drs.  Priestley  and  Price,  and  from  their  wri- 
tings, particularly  those  of  Priestley,  saw  nothing  but  a 
co-operation  with  the  French  in  revolutionary  measures. 
Such  were  his  sentiments,  when,  in  1791,  a  bill  was  pro- 
posed for  the  formation  of  a  constitution  in  Canada.  In 
discussing  it  Mr,  Burke  entered  on  the  general  principles 
of  legislation,  considered  the  doctrines  of  the  rights  of 
man,  proceeded  to  its  offspring,  the  constitution  of  France, 
and  expressed  his  conviction  that  there,  was  a  design  formed 
in  this  country  against  its  constitution. 

After  some  members  of  his  own  party  had  called  Mr. 
Burke  to  order,  Mr.  Fox,  after  declaring  his  conviction 
that  the  British  Gonstitution,  though  defective  in  theory, 
was  in  practice  excellently  adapted  to  this  country,  re- 
peated his  praises  of  the.  French  revolution ;  he  thought 
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it,,  on  the  whole,  one  of  the  most  glorious  events  in  the 
history  of  mankind  ;  and  proceeded  to  express  his  dissent 
from  Mr.  Burke's  opinions  on  the  subject,  as  inconsistent 
with  just  views  of  the  inherent  rights  of  mankind.  These, 
besides,  were,  he  said,  inconsistent  with  Mr.  Burke's  for- 
mer principles.  Mr.  Burke,  in  reply,  said :  "  Mr.  For 
has  treated  me  with  harshness  and  malignity ;  after  having 
harassed  with  his  light  troops  in  the  skirmishes  of  order, 
he  brought  the  heavy  artillery  of  his  own  great  abilities  to 
bear  on  me.'*  He  maintained  that  the  French  constitution 
and  general  system  were  replete  with  anarchy,  impiety, 
vice,  and  misery ;  that  the  discussion  of  a  new  polit»y  for  a 
province  that  had  been  under  the  French,  and,  was  now 
under  the  English  government,  was  a  proper  opportunity 
of  comparing  the  French  and  British  constitutions.  He 
denied  the  charge  of  inconsistency ;  his  opinions  on  go^ 
vernment,  he  insisted,  had  been  the  same  during  all  his 
political  life.  He  said,  Mr.  Fox  and  he  had  often  differed, 
and  that  there  had  been  no  loss  of  friendship  between 
them  ;  but  there  is  something  in  the  ^^  cursed  French  revo^ 
lution"  which  envenoms  every  thing.  On  this  Mr.  Fox 
whispered :  "  There  is  no  loss  of  friendship  between  us.'*- 
Mr.  Burke,  with  great  warmth,  answered :  "  There  is !  I 
know  the  price  of  my  conduct ;  our  friendship  is  at  an 
end."  Mr.  Fox  was  very  greatly  agitated  by  this  renun^ 
ciation  of  friendship,  and  made  many  concessions ;  but  in 
the  course  of  his  speech  still  maintained  that  Mr.  Burke 
had  formerly  held  very  different  principles.  It  would  be 
difficult,  says  one  of  his  biographers,  to  determine  with 
certainty,  whether  constitutional  irritability  or  .public  prin* 
ciple  was  the  chief  cause  of  Mr.  Burke's  sacrifice  of  that 
friendship  which  he  had  so  long  cherished,  and  of  which 
the  talents  and  qualities  of  its  object  rendered  him  so 
worthy.  It  would  perhapa  be  as  difficult  to  prove  that 
such  a  sacrifice  was  necessary,  and  we  fe^^  that  his  recon- 
ciliation with  lord  North  and  his  quarrel  with  Mr,  Fox 
must,  even  by  the  most  favourable  of  his  panegyrists,  bi^ 
placed  among  the  inconsistencies  of  this  otherwise  truly  • 
eminent  character.  From  this  time,  Messrs.  Burke  and 
Fox  remained  at  complete  variance,  norbav/s  we  ever 
beard  that  any  personal  interview  took  place  afterwards) 
between  them. 

Mr.  Burke  being  now  associajt^d  with  Mr.  Pitt,  although: 
neither  soliciting,  nor  invited  into  any  public  station,  con*^ 
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tinued  to  write  irom  time  to- time,  memorialft  and  retnai4:i 
cMi  the  state  of  France,  and  the  alliance  of  the  great  powers 
of  Eucope  that  waa  formed  against  the  new  order  of  things 
in  that  distracted  country.  Some  of  these  were  published 
after  his  death,  but  as  all  of  them  are  included  in  his  col- 
lected works,  it  is  unnecessary  now  to  specify  their  datei 
and  titles.  Having  resolved  to  quit  the  bu'dtle  of  public 
life  a»  soon  as  the  trial  of  Mr.  Hastings  should  be  con- 
cluded, he  vacated  his  seat  when  that  gentleman  was  ac- 
quitted, and  retired  to  his  villa  at  Beaconsfield,  where  on 
Aug.  2,  179.4j  he  met  with  a  heavy  domestic  Idss  in  the 
death  of. his  only  son.  In  the  beginning  of  the  same  yeat 
he  bad  lost  his  brother  Richard,  whobn  he  tenderly  loved;  ' 
but  though  this  reiterated  stroke  of  death  deeply  affected 
himy  it  never  relaxed  the  vigour  of  his  mind,  nor  lessenedt  ' 
the  interest  which  he  took  in  the  public  welfare.  In  this 
retreat  he  was  disturbed  by  a  very  unprovoked  attack 
upon  his  character  by  some  distinguished  speakers  in  the 
house  of  peers.  Soon  after  the  death  of  his  son,  his  ma-  . 
jesty  bestowed  a  pension  of  1200/.  for  his  own  life  and  thai 
of  his  wife  on  the  civil  list,  and  two  other  pensions  of  2500/.  '. 
a  y/ear  for  three  lives,  payable  out  of  the  four  and  a  half 
per  ctni.  These  gifts  were  now  represented  as  a  refward 
for  having  changed  his  principles,  and  deserted  bis  friends, 
although  they  were  bestowed  after  he  had  left  parliament. 
I'his  charge  he  repelled  in  a  letter  addressed  to  earl  Fitz-  , 
William,  written  in  terms  of  eloquent  and  keen  sarcasm. 
•  When  the  appearance  of  amelioration  in  the  principles 
and  government  of  France  induced  his  majesty  to  matle 
overtures  of  peace  to  the  French  Directory,  Mr.  Burke 
resumed  his  pen,  and  gave  bis  opinions  against  the  safety 
of  such  a  negociation  in  a  series  of  letters  entitled : 
^'  Thoughts  on  the  prospect  of  a  Regicide  Peace."  This 
wa9>  his  last  work^  and  in  point  of  style  and  reasoning  not 
inferior  to  any  l^e  had  produced  on  the  subject  of  the 
French  character  and  government. 

From  the  begim!iing  of  July  1797,  his  health  rapidly  de- 
clined >  but  bis  understanding  exerted  itself  with  undi- 
minished force  and  uncontracted  range.  On  the  7th  of 
that  month,  when  the  French  revolution  was  mentioned^ 
he  spoke  with  pleasure  of  th6  conscious  rectitude  of  bis 
jown  intentions  in  what  he  had  done  and  written  respecting 
it ;  intreated  those  about  him  to  believe,  that  if  a'ny  un- 
guarded ^expresaion  of  hisf  on  the  subject  bad  offended  any 
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9f  his  former  friends^,  no  offence  was  by  him  kitendsd;  and-' 
he  deciared  his  unfeigned  forgiveness  of  all  trjio  had  on 
account  of  his  writings,  or  for  any  other  cause,  endear 
vpured  to  do  him  an  injury.  On  the  day  following,  whilst^ 
one  of  his  friends,  assisted  by  his  servant,  was  carrying 
him  into  apother  room,  he  faintly  uttered,  '^  Ged  bless 
you,^*  fell  bsick,  and  instantly  expired  in  the  sixty-<eighth 
year  of  his  age.  He  was  interred  on  the  15th^  in  the 
f:hurch  of  Beaconsfieldi  close  to  bis  son  and  brother. 

Edmund  Burke  in  his  person  was  about  five  feet  ten 
inches  high,  erect,  and  well  formed ;  with  a  countenance 
rather  soft  and  open  ;  and  except  by  an  occasional  bend 
of  his  brow,  caused  by  his  being  near-sighted,  indicated 
none  of  those  great  traits  of  mind  by  his  countenance  which 
lie  was  otherwise  well  known,  to  possess.  The  best  print 
of  him  is  from  a  hiilf-length  by  sir  Joshua  Reynolds,  painted 
when  Mr.  Burke  was  in  the  meridian  of  life. 

Of  his  talents  and  acquirements  it  would  be  dii&eult  to 
speak,  did  we  nof:  trust  to  his  long  and  justly  .-established 
fa^me  to  fill  up  the  deficiencies  of  our  description.  The 
richness  of  his  mind  illustrated  every  subject  he  touched 
upon.  In  conversing  with  him  he  attracted  by  his  novelty^ 
variety,  and  research;  in  parting  from  him,  we  involuntarily 
exclaimed  ^,^  What  an  extraordinary  man !"  As  an  orator, 
thbugh  not  so  grand,  and  commanding  in  his  cianner  as 
lord  Chatham,  whose  form  of  countenance  and  penetrating 
€!ye  gave  additional  force  to  his  natural  and  acquired  ta«» 
lents,  yet  he  bad  excellencies  which  always  gave  him  sin«> 
gular  pre-eminence  in  the  senate.  He  was  not  (though  it 
was  evident  he  drew  from  these  great  resources)  like  Ci* 
cero,  or  Demosthenes,,  or  any  one  else  ^.  the  happy  power 
of  diversifying  his  matter,  and  placing  it  in  various  rela- 
tions, .was  all  his  own;  and  here  he  was  generally  truly 
sublime  and  beautiful.  He  had  not,  perhaps,  always  the 
art  of  concluding  in  the  right  place,  partly  owing  to  the 
vividness  of  his  fancy,  and  the  redundancy  of  his  matter;' 
and  partly  owing  to  that  irritability  of  temper  which  h& 
himself  apologize^  for  to  his  friends  in  his  last  notice  of' 
them ;  but  those  speeches  which  he  gave  the  public  do  not ' 
partake  of  this  fault,  which  shew  that  in  his  closet  his  judg* 
ment  returned  to  its  usual  standard. 

As  a  writer  he  is  still  higher;  and  judging  of  him  fit>m 
bis  earliest  to  his  latest  productions,,  he  must  be .  consi*- 
dered  as  one  of  those  prodigies  which  are  som^m^s  giveii^ 
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to  the  world  to  be  admired,  but  cannot  be  imitated  \  be 
possessed  all  kinds  of  styles,  and  gave  them  to  the  head 
and  heart  in  a  most  exquisite  manner  :  pathos,  taste,  ar* 
gument,  experience,  sublimity,  were  all  the  ready  colours 
of  his  palette,  and  from  his  pencil  they  derived  their 
brightest  dyes.  He  vt^as  one  of  the  few  whose  writings 
broke  the  fascinating  links  of  party,  and  compelled  all  to 
admire  the  brilliancy  of  his  pen.  He  was  a  firm  professor 
of  the  Christian  religion,  and  exercised  its  principles  in 
its  duties  ;  wisely  considering,  *'  That  whatever'  disunites  ' 
man  from  God,  disunites  man  from  man."  He  looked 
within  himself  for  the  regulation  of  his  conduct,  which  was 
exemplary  in  all  the  relations  of  life ;  he  was  warm  in  his 
affections,  simple  in  his  manners,  plain  in  his  table,  ar- 
rangements, &c.  &c.  and  so  little  affected  with  the  follies 
and  dissipations  of  what  is  called  ^^  the  higher  classes," 
that  he  was  totally  ignorant  of  them ;  so  that  this  great 
nian,  with  all  his  talents,  would  be  mere  lumber  in  a  mo- 
dern drawing-room  ;  not  but  that  he  excelled  in  all  the  re- 
finements as  well  as  strength  of  conversation,  and  could  at 
times  badinage  with  great  skill  and  natural  ease ;  but  what 
are  these  to  a  people  where  cards  and  dice  constitute  their 
business;  and  fashionable  phrases^  and  fashionable  vices, 
their  conversation  ? 

His^entire  works  have  been  published  by  his  executors, 
Drs.  King  and  Laurence,  in  5  vols.  4to,  and  10  vols.  8vo,* 
and  will  ever  form  a  stupendous  monument  of  his  great 
and  unrivalled  talents.  For  reasons,  however,  which  we 
have  already  hinted,  they  will  require  to  be  read  by  the 
political  student  with  a  considerable  portion  of  that  judg- 
ment which,  in  the  author,  was  frequently  paralyzed  by 
the  rapidity  of  his  ideas,  and  the  bewitching  seductions  of 
his  imagination.  And  when  the  details  of  his  public  and 
private  life  shall  be  given  from  more  authentic  sources, 
and  sanctioned  by  his  correspondence,  which  is  said  to  be 
extensive,  no  reasonable  doubt  can  be  entertained  that  he 
will  deserve  to  be  considered  as  the  most  illustrious  poU- 
cal  character  of  the  eighteenth  century.  * 

BUKKITT  (William),  a  celebrated  commentator  on 
the  New  Testament,  the  son  of  the  rev.  Miles  Burkitt, 
who  was  ejected  for  nonconformity,  was  born  at  Hitcham, 

'  1  Principally  from  Bisset's  Life  of  Burke.i—Dr.  Gleig's  Supplenient  to  th» 
EnryciopaBcKa  Britanniea,  and  a  well-writtea  Life  in  the  European  AJagaziue  iur 
1797.'--0«At.  M»f.  1797,  a&c. 
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in  Northamptonshii'e,  July  25,  1650.  He  was  sent  first  to 
a  school  at  Stow  Market,  and  from  thence  to  another  iat 
Cambridge.  After  his  recovery  from  the  small  pox,  which 
he  caught  there,  he  was  admitted  of  Pembroke-hall,  at 
the  age  of  no  more  than  fourteen  years ;  and  upon  his  re« 
ihoval  from  the  university,  when  he  had  taken  his  degree, 
he  became  a  chaplain  in  a  private  gentleman^s  family, 
where  he  continued  some  years.  He  entered  young  upon 
the  ministry,  being  ordained  by  bishop  Reynolds  ;  and  the 
first  employment  which  he  had  was  at  Milden,  in  Suffolk^ 
where  he  continued  twenty -one  years  a  constant  preacher 
(in  a  plain,  practical,  and  affectionate  manner),  first  as 
curate,  and. afterwards  as  rector  of  that  church.  In  1692 
he  was  promoted  to  the  vicarage  of  Dedbam^  in  Essex, 
where  he  continued  to  the  time  of  his  death,  which  hap* 
pened  in  the  latter  end  of  October,  1703.  He  was  a  pious 
and  charitable  man.  He  made  great  collections  for  the 
French  Protestants  in  the  years  1687,  &c.  and  by  his  great 
care,  pains,  and  charges,  procured  a  worthy  minister  to 
go  and  settle  in  Carolina.  Among  other  charities,  he  be- 
queathed by  his  last  will  and  testament  thq  house  wherein 
he  lived,  with  the  lands  thereunto  belonging,  to  be  an 
habitation  for  the  lecturer  that  should  be  chosen  from  time 
to  time  to  preach  the  lecture  at  Dedham.  He  wrote  som^ 
books,  and  among  the  rest  a  Commentary  upon  the  New 
Testament,  in  the  same  plain,  practical,  and  affectionate 
manner  in  which  he  preached.  This  has  often  been  re« 
printed  in  folio,  and  lately  with  some  alterations  and  im- 
provements, by  the  rev.  Dr.  Glasse.  Mr.  Burkitt's  other 
works  are  small  pious  tracts  for  the  use  of  his  parish- 
ioners. * 

BURLAMAQUI  (John  James),  an  eminent  civilian, 
descended  from  one  of  those  noble  families  of  Lucca, 
which,  upon  their  embracing  the  Protestant  religion,  were 
obliged,  about  two  centuries  and  a  half  since,  to  take  re- 
fuge in  Geneva,  was  born  at  Geneva  in  1694,  where  he 
became  honorary  professor  of  jurisprudence  in  1720. 
After  travelling  intj)  France,  Holland,  and  England,  he 
Commenced  the  exercise  of  his  functions,  and  rendered 
his  school  famous  and  flourishing.  One  of  his  pupils  was 
prince  Frederic  of  Hesse-Cassel,  who,  in  1734,  took  him 
to  his  residence,  and  detained  him  there  for  soitne  time* 

>  lik  by  Parkhurst,  1704,  Sto. 
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Upon  his  return  to  Geneva,  he  surrendered  his  professor- 
ship; and  in  1740  entered  i^nto  the  grand  council,  and^ 
as  a  member  of  this  illustrious  body,  he  continued  to  serve 
his  fellow-citizens  till  his  death,  in  1750.  As  a  writer, 
he  wa»  distinguished  less  by  his  originality  than  by  hi» 
clear  and  accurate  method  of  detailing  and  illustrating  the 
principles  of  others ;  among  whom,  are  Grotius,  Puifen- 
dorf,.  and  Barbeyrac.  His  works  are :  **  Principles  of 
Natural  Law,"  Geneva,  1747,  4to,  often  reprinted,  trans- 
lated into  various  langnagesy  and  long  used  as^  a  text^book 
in  the  university  of  Cambridge ;  and  "  Political  Law,"^ 
Genera,  1751,  4to,  a  posthumous  work,  compiled  from* 
the  notes  of  his  pupils,  which  was  translated  into  English' 
by  Dr.  Nugent,  1752,  8vo.  His  "  Principles  of  Natural 
Law"  were  re-published  in  the  original  by  Professor  de 
Felice,  Yverdun,  1766,  2  vols,  with  additions  and  in^-: 
provements.  Another  posthumous  work  of  our  authors- 
was  his  "  Elemens  du  Droit  Naturel,"  being  his  text-book 
©n  the  Law  of  Nature,  and  admirable  for  perspicuity  and 
happy  arrangeHftont.  Burlamaqui  was  much  esteemed  inf 
private  life,  'A-ic^ respected  as  a  lover  of  the  fine  arts,  And 
a  patron  of  artists.  He  had  a  valuable  collection  of  pic- 
tures and  prints ;  and  a  medal  of  him  was  executed  by 
Dassier,  in  a  style  of  superior  excellency.  * 

BURLEIGH  (Lord).     See  CECIL. 

BURMAN  (Francis),  the  first  upon  record  of  a  very 
learned  family,  and  professor  of  divinity  at  Utrecht,  was 
the  soft  of  Peter  Burman,  a  Protestant  minister  at  Fran- 
kendal,  and  was  born  at  Leyden  in  1632,  where  he  pur- 
sued his  studies.  At  the  age  of  twenty-three  he  was 
invited  by  the  Dutch  congregation  at  Hanau,  in  Germany, 
to  be  their  pastor,  ^nd  thence  he  was  recalled  to  Leyden^ 
and  chosen  regent  of  the  college  in  which  he  had  been 
educated.  Before  he  had  been  here  a  year,  his  high  re- 
putation occasioned  his  removal  to  Utrecht,  where  he  was 
appointed  professor  of  divinity,  and  one  of  the  preachers. 
Here  he  .acquired  additional  fame  by  his  learning,  and  the 
flourishing  state  to  which  he  advanced  the  university.  He 
ivas  reckoned  an  excellent  philosopher,  an  eminent  scholar 
in  the  learned  languages,  and  a  good  preacher.  He  died 
Nov.  10,  1679.  His  principal  works  are  Commentaries  ott 
Bome  of  the  books  of  the  Old  Testament,  in  Dutch,  be- 

*  Diet  Hist.— R«es's  CyclopSKlia. 
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•ides  which  he  wrote  in  Latia:  1.  "An  Abridgment  o£ 
Divinity,"  Utrecht,  1671,  2  vols.  4to,  often  reprinted. 
2.  '^  De  Moralitate  Sabbati,"  1665,  which  occasioned  a 
controversy  with  Essenius.  3.  "  Narratio  de  controversiiir 
Huperius  in  acadeniia  Ultrajectina  metis,  &c/'  Utrecht^ 
1677,  4to.  4.  "  Exercitationes  AcademicsD,"  Rotterdam^ 
1683,  2  vols.  4to.  5.  "  Tractatus  de  Passione  Christi,'* 
1695,  4to.  6.  His  "Academical  discourses,"  published 
by  Grsevids,  with  some  account  of  the  author,    Utrecht^ 

1700,  4to,  and  the  same  year  they  were  translated  and 
printed  in  Dutch.  ^ 

BURMAN  (Francis),  one  of  the  sons  of  ythe  preceding, 
was  born  at  Utrecht,  in  1671,  studied  polite  literature 
under  Grfleyins,  and  afterwards  went  to  the  university  of 
Leyden,  where  he  entered  upon  .his  philosophical,  mathe** 
matical,  and  divinity  course.  After  he  had  finished  his 
academical  studies,  he  was  chosen  pastor  of  the  church  of 
Coudom,  in  Frieseland,  and  three  years  after,  in  1698^ 
was  invited  to  that  of  the  Brille.  In  1702  he  aecompanied, 
as  minister,  a  deputation  of  his  countrymen  to  England. 
On  his  return  he  preached  at  Enchuysen,  and  at  Amster* 
dam,  where  he  remained  ten  years.  In  1715  he  was  ap<- 
pointed  divinity-professor  at  Utrecht,  where  he  died  iii 
1719,  leaving  by  his  wife,  Elizabeth  Thierrens,  four  sons, 
the  eldest  of  whom,  John,  became  in  1738  professor  of 
botany  at  Amsterdam;  the  second,  Francis,  was  minister 
at  Nimeguen;  the  third,  Abraham,  a  merchant  at  Am- 
sterdam ;  and  Peter,  the  fourth,  professor  of  humanity  at 
Franeker.  His  works  are:  1.  ^^  Burmannorum  pietas, 
gratissimse  beati  parentis  mempriae  communi  nomine  ex- 
hibita,'*  with  some  letters  of  Burman  and  Limborg,  Utrecht, 

1701,  8vo.  2,  "A  defence  of  his  father,"  in  Dutch, 
1704,  against  the  charge  of  Spinosism,  brought  against 
him  by  Limborg.  His  other  works  are  chiefly  orations  on 
points  of  theology,  sacred  poetry,  &c.' 

BURMAN  (Peter),  the  eminent  philologist,  was  bro- 
ther to  the  preceding,  and  born  at  Utrecht,  June  26,  1668. 
His  father  died  when  he  was  in  his  eleventh  year,  by  which 
event  he  was  thrown  entirely  on  the  care  of  his  mother, 
by  whose  diligence,  piety,  and  prudence,  his  education 
wa^  so  regulated,  that  he  had  scarcely  any  reason,  but 
filial  tenderness,  to  regret  the  loss  of  his  father.     About 

)  M«reri.--Boniuui'8  Tjrajectam  ErudUum*  *  Ibkl* 
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this  time  he  was  sent  td  the  public  school  ai  Utrecht,  to 
\ie  instructed  in  the  learned  languages,  and  after  passing; 
through  the  classics  with  much  reputation,  was  admitted 
into  the  university  in  his  thirteenth  year.  Here  he  wa» 
committed  tp  the  care  of  the  learned  GrsBvius^  whose  re*^ 
gard  for  his  father  (of  which  we  took  some  notice  in  his 
life)  induced  him  to  superintend  bis  studies  with  more 
than  common  attention,  which  was  soon  confirmed  and  in- 
creased by  his  discoveries  of  the  genius  of  his  pupil,  and 
his  observation  of  his  diligence.  He  was  soon  enaibled  to 
determine  that  Burman  was  remarkably  adapted  to  classical 
studies,  and  to  predict  the  great  advances  that  he  would 
make,  by  industriously  pursuing  the  direction  of  his  ge- 
nius. Animated  by  the  encouragement  of  a  tutor  so 
celebrated,  he  continued  the  vigour  of  his  application, 
and  for  several  years  not  only  attended  the  lectures  of 
Graevius,  but  made  use  of  every  other  opportunity  of  im^' 
provement  with  such  diligence,  as  might  justly  be  expected 
to  produce  an  uncommon  proficiency. 
.  Having  thus  attained  a  sufficient  degree  of  classical 
knowledge  to  qualify  him  for  inquiries  into  other  sciences^ 
he  applied  himself  to  the  study  of  the  law,  and  published 
a  dissertation,  *SDe  Vicesiroa  Haereditatura,''  whrch  he 
publicly  defended,  under  the  professor  Van  Muyden,  with 
such  learning  and  eloquence,  as  procnred  him  great  ap- 
plause. He  then  went  to  Leyden,  where  he  studied  for 
a  year,  under  M.  de  Voider,  a  man  of  great  celebrity, 
and  attended  at  the  same  time  Ryckius's  explanations  of 
Tacitus,  and  James  Gronovius's  lectures  on  the  Greek 
writers,  and  has  often  been  heard  to  acknowledge,  at  an 
advanced  age,  the  assistance  which  he  received  from  thenx 
After  passing  a  year  at  Leyden,  he  returued  to  Utrecht, 
and  once  more  applied  himself  to  philological  studies,  by 
the  assistance  of  Graevtus;  and  here,  in  March  1688,  he 
was  advanced  to  the  degree  of  doctor  of  laws,  on  which 
occasion  he  published  a  learned  dissertation  "  De  Trans- 
,  actionibus,"  and  defended  it  with  his  usual  eloquence, 
learning,  and  success.  He  then  travelled  into  Switzer- 
land and  Germany,  where  he  gained  an  increase  both  of 
fame  and  learning. 

On  his  return  he  engaged  in  the  practice  of  the  law, 
find  was  attaining  high  reputation  in  the  courts  of  justice, 
when  he  was  summoned  in  1691,  by  the  magistrates  of 
Utrecht^  to  undertake  the  charge  of  collector  of  the  temhs^ 
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An  office  in  tbat  pIac^  of  great  honour,  and  which  he  ac^ 
cepted  therefore  as  a  proof  of  their  confidence  and  esteem. 
While  thus  engaged,  he  married  Eve  Clotterboke,  a  young 

Mady  of  a  good  family,  by  whom  he  had  ten  children,  two 
of  whom  only  survived  him.  But  neither  public  business, 
nor  domestic  cares,  detained  Burman  from  the  prosecution 
of  his  literary  inquiries ;  by  which  he,  so  much  endeared 
himself  to  Graevius,  that  he  was  recommended  by  him  to 
the  regard  of  the  university  of  Utrecht,  and  accordingly,  in 
1696,  was  chosen  professor  of  eloquence  and  history,  to 
which  was  added,  after  some  time,  the  professorship  of 
the  Greek  language,  and  afterwards  that  of  politics ;  so 
various  did  they  conceive  his  abilities,  and  so  extensive 
his  knowledge.  Having  now  more  frequent  opportunities 
:Of  displaying  his  learning,  he  rose,  in  a  short  time,  to  a 

•  high  reputation,  of  which  the  great  number  of  his  auditors 
was  a  sufficient  proof,  and  which  the  proficiency  x>f  his 
pupils  shewed  not  to  be  accidental,  or  undeserved. 

In  1714,  during  the  university  vacation  of  six  weeks,  he 
visited  Paris,  for  the  purposes  of  literary  research.  In 
thiis  visit  he  contracted  ah  acquaintance,  among  other 
learned  men,  with  the  celebrated  Montfaucon  ;  with  whom 
be  conversed,  at.  his  first  interview,  with  no  other  character 
than  that  of  a  traveller ;  but.  their  discourse  turning  upon 
ancient  learning,  the  stranger  soon  gave  such  proofs  of  his 
attainments,  that  Montfaucon  declared  him  a  very  uncom- 
mon traveller,  and  confessed  his  curiosity  to  know  his 
name ;  which  he  no  sooner  heard  than  he  rose  from  liis 
seat,  and,  embracing  him  with  the  utmost  ardour,  ex- 
pressed his  satisfaction  at  having  seen  the  man  whose  pro- 
ductions of  vsu-ious  kinds  he  had  so  often  praised ;  and  as  a 
real  proof  of  his  regard,  offered  not  only  tb  procure  him 
an  immediate  admission  to  all  the  libraries  of  Paris,  but  to- 
those  in  remoter  provinces,  which  are  not  generally  opeii 
to  strangers,  and  undertook  to  ease  the  expences  of  his 
journey,  by  procuring  him  entertainment  in  all  the  mo- 
nasteries of  his  order.  This  favour,  however,  Burman  was 
hindered  from  accepting,  by  the  necessity  of  returning  to 
his  professorship  at  Utrecht. 

He  had  already  extended  to  distant  parts  his  reputation 
for  knowledge  of  ancient  history,  by  a  treatise  ^^  De  Vec« 
tigalibus  populi  Romani,"  on  the  revenues  of  the  Romans; 
and  for  bis  skill  in  Greek  learning,  and  in  ancient  coins, 
by  a  tract   called    <*  Jupiter  Fulgurator,*'  aud  after  hia 
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"^  fetnm  from  Paris,  he  published  ^<  Ptuedrus,^'  first  with  the 
notes  of  various  commentatorsy  and  afterwards  with  his 
own.  He  printed  also  many  poems,  and  made  many  ora- 
tions upon  di^erent  subjects,  and  procured  an  impression 
of  the  epistles  of  Gudius  and  Sanavius.  While  he  was* 
thus  employed,  the  professorships  of  history,  eloquence, . 
and  the  Greek  language,  became  vacant  at  Leyden,  by  the 
death  of  Perizonius,  which  Burnian's  reputation  incited 
the  curators  of  the  university  to  offer  him  upon  very  liberal 
terms,  which,  after  some  demur,  he  accepted,  and  on  en- 
tering on  his  office,  in  1715,  pronounced  an  oration  upon 
the  duty  and  office  of  a  professor  of  polite  literature,  "  De 
publici  bumanioris  disciplinae  professoris  proprio  officio  et 
munere."  He  was  twice  rector  of  the  university,  and  dis- 
charged that  important  office  with  ability.  Indeed,  by  his 
conduct  in  every  station  he  giuned  so  much  esteem,  that  * 
when  the  professorship  of  history  of  the  United  Provinces 
became  vacant,  it  was  conferred  on  him,  as  an  addition  to 
his  honours  and  revenues  which  he  might  justly  claim ; 
and  afterwards,  as  a  proof  of  the  continuance  of  their  re- 
gard, they  made  him  chief  librarian,  an  office  which  was 
the  more  acceptable  to  him,  as  it  united  bis  business  with 
his  pleasure,  and  gave  him  an  opportunity  at  the  same 
time  of  superintending  the  library,  and  carrying  on  his 
studies. 

Such  was  his  course  of  life,  till,  in  bis  old  age,  leaving 
off  his  practice  of  taking  exercise,  he  began  to  be  afflicted 
with  the  scurvy,  which  tormenting  disease  he  bore,  though 
not  without  some  degree  of  impatience,  yet  without  de- 
spondency, and  applied  himselfin  the  intermission  of  his 
pains,  to  seek  for  comfort  in  the  duties  of  religion.  While 
be  lay  in  this  state  of  misery,  he  received  an  account  of 
the  promotion  of  two  of  his  grandsons,  and  a  catalogue  of 
the  king  of  France's  library,  presented  to  him  by  the  com- 

\  snand  of  the  king  himself,  and  expressed  some  satisfaction 
on  all  these  occasions ;  but  soon  diverted  his  thoughts  to 
the  more  important  consideration  of  his  eternal  state,  into 
which  he  passed  March  31,  1741,  in  the  seventy-third 
year  of  his  age. 

He  was  a  man  of  moderate  stature,  of  great  strength 
and  activity,  which  he  preserved  by  temperate  diet,  with- 
out medical  exactness,  and  by  allotting  proportions  of  his 
time  to  relaxation  and  amusement,  ilot  suffering  his  studies 
10  exhaust  bis  strength,  but  reljievijig  them  by  frecjuent. 
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intermissiotis.  In  his- hours  of  relaxation  he  was  gay,  and 
sometimes  gave  way  so  far  to  his  temper,  naturally  sati«- 
ricaly  that  he  drew  upon  himself  the  ilUwilt  of  those  who 
had  been  unfortunately  the  subjects  of  his  mirth ;  but 
enemies  so  provoked  he  thought  it  beneath  ^im  to  regard 
or  to  pacify;  for  he  was  fiery,  but  not  malignant,  di<^ 
<lained  dissimulation,  and  in  his  gay  or  serious  hours,  pre^ 
served  a  settled  detestation  of  falsehood.  ,  So  that  he  was 
en  open  anid  undisguised  friend  or  enemy,  entirely  unac- 
quainted with  the  artifices  of  flatterers,  but  so  judicious  in 
the  choice  of  friends,  and  so  cor^istant  in  his  affection  to 
them,  that  those  with  whom  he  had  contracted  familiarity 
in  his  youth,  had,  for  the  greatest  part,  his  cotifideuce  in 
his  old  age. 

His  abilities,  •  which  woujd  pro1>ably  have  enabled  him 
to  have  excelled  in  any  kind  of  learning,  were  chiefly  em- 
ployed, as  his  station  required,  on  police  literature,  in  whick 
he  arrived  at  very  uncommoa  knowledge,  but  his  superiority, 
however,  appears  ratHer  from  judicious  compilations  than 
original  productions.  His  style  is  lively  and  masculine,  but 
^,  not  without  harshness  and  constraint,  nor,  perhaps,  always 
polished  to  that  purity  which  some  writers  have  attained. 
He  was  at  least  instrumental  to  the  instruction  of  mankind, 
fay  the  publifation  of  many  valuable  performances,  which 
Jay  neglected  by  the  greater  part  of  the  learned  world ; 
and,  if  reputation  be  estimated  by  usefulness,  he  may 
claim  a  higher  degree  in  theranks^of  learning  than. some 
others  of  happier  elocution,  or  more  vigorous  imagination. 
The  malice  or  suspicion  of  those  w^o  either  did  not  know, 
or  did  not  love  him,  had  given  rise  to  some  doubts  about 
his  religion,  which  he  took  an  opportunity  of  removing  on 
his  death-bed,  by  a  voluntary  declaration  of  his  faith,  his 
hope  of  everlasting  salvation  from  the  revealed  promises 
.  of  God,  and  his  confidence  in  the  merits  of  our  Redeemer, 
of  the  sincerity  of  which  declaration  his  whole  behaviour 
in  bis  long  illness  was  an  incontestable  proof;  and  he 
concluded  his  life,  which  had  been  illustrious  for  many 
virtues,  by  exhibiting  an  example  of  true  piety.  His 
literary  contests  ar^  now  forgotten,  and  although  we  may 
agree  with  Le  Clerc,  that  Burman  might  have  b*en  bet- 
ter employed  than  in  illustrating  such  author^  as  Petronius 
Arbiter,  yet  we  are  at  a  loss  to  find  an  apology  for  Le 
Clerc's  personal  abuse  and  affected  contempt  for  Burman. 
Burman  h&s,  by  the  general  voice  of  modern  critics,  bieeA 
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allowed  the  merit  of  giving  to  the  public  some  of  the  best 
editioDs  of  the  Latin  classics,  among  which  we  may  enu-* 
merate  bis  1.  *^  Phaedras/'  Leydea,  1727, 4to.  2.  <*  Quin* 
tilian,"  ibid.  1720^  2  vols.  4to.  3.  <<  Valerius  Flaccas/' 
Traj.  ad  Rh^num  (Utrecht),  1702,  l2mo.  4.  "  Ovid,*' 
Arost  1727,  4  vols.  4to.  To  this  admirable  edition,  ac-» 
cording  to  the  Bipont  editors,  he  had  composed  a  long 
and  learned  preface,  which  did  not  appear  until  fifteen 
years  after  his  death,  when  it  was  published  under  the 
title  '^  P.  Burmanni  Prsefatio  ad  Ovidii  editionem  inajorem 
excusam  Amst.  1727,"  1756,  4to.  5.  "  Poetce  Latini 
Miaores,"  1731,  2  vols.  4to.  6.  "  Velleius  Paterculus," 
Leyden,  1719,  and  1744,  2  vols.  8vo.  7.  "  Virgil,'* 
Amst.  1746,  4  vols.  4to.  8.  <^  Suetonius,"  ibid.  1736,  2 
vols.  4to.  9.  *•  Lucan,"  Leyden,  1740,  4to.  10.  "  Bu- 
cbanani  Opera,"  Leyden,  1725,  2  vols.  4to>  To  these 
may  be  added :  **  Sylloges  Epistolarum  a  viris  illustribus 
scriptarum,"  Leyden,'  1727,  5  vols.  4to,  a  work  of  great 
curiosity  and  utility  in  literary  history ;  and  his  '^  Ora- 
tiones,  antea  sparsim  editse,  et  ineditis  auctae.  Accedit 
carminum  Appendix,"  Hague,  1759,  4to.  To  these  ora. 
tions  the  editor  annexed  his  funeral  oration,  pronounced 
by  the  learned  Mr.  Oesterdyke,  professor  of  medicine  in 
Leyden,  which  contains  those  particulars  of  his  life,  which 
are  given  above,  and  were  first  translated  by  Dr.  Johnson, 
and  published  in  the  Gentleman's  Magazine  for  1742.  ^ 

BURMAN  (Gaspard)  is  said  to  have  been  the  son  of 
the  preceding)  but  little  is  recorded  of  him,  unless  diat  he 
was  a  magistrate  of  Utjrecht,  and  died  in  1755.  He  wrote 
in  Latin  a  "  Life  of  Pope  Adrian  VL"  Utrecht  1727,  and 
in  173S  a  quartp  volume,  to  which  we  have  been  consi« 
derably  indebted,  entitled  *^  Trajectum  eruditum,"  or, 
an  accqunt  of  the  learhed  men  of  Utrecht.  * 

BURMAN  (Peter),  called  the  second,  or  the  younger, 
was  son  to  Francis  Burman  and  nephew  to  the  first  Francis 
Burman,  whose  life  we  have  given  above,  and  was  cele- 
brated for  philosophical  knowledge.  ^  He  was  born  at  Am«- 
sterdam  in  171^,  and  educated  principally  by  his  uncle. 
He  rose  tp  the  offices  of  professor  of  history  and  eloquence 
at  Franeker;  and  in  1742  reAoved  to  Amsterdam,  where 

1  Gient.  Mag.  nbi  tppra,  and  Johnson's  Works. — Moreri. — Dibdin's  Classics. 
•'•Saxii  Oaomast.-r~But  we  may  here  remark  that  there  is  some  differences  io  tha 
yvlationship  of  the  Ibllowing  Burmans  in  our  authoriiies,  which,  we  fear,  we 
JM?^  not  beeii  ^^ie  tQ  reconcile,  9  pict.  |iii^. — ^Stqtii  Opomsit, 
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he.dled  June  24,  1778,  of  an  apoplexy.  A  year  before,  he 
had  resigned  his  professorship,  and  had  retired  to  a  country 
bouse  between  Leyden  and  the'  Hague.  He  published 
editions,  1.  of  "  Aristophanes,*'  properly  Bergler's  edition, 
but  under  the  care  of  Burman,  Leyden,  1760,  2  vols.  4to^ 
2.  "  Claudian,"  Amst.  1760,  4to.  3.  "  Anthologia,,^'  of 
the  Latin  poets,  Amst  1759,  2  vols.  4to.  4.  *^  Propertius/' 
Utrecht,  1780,  4to,  a  posthumous  work  superintended  by 
Santenius,  by  far  the  best  edition  of  Propertius  ever 
published*  5.  **  Poematum  Libri  Quatuor^**  Leyden^ 
1774,  4to.* 

BURMAN  (John),  father  of  the  precediog,  once  a  fiu- 
pil  of  Boerhaave,  and  professor  of  botany  at  Amsterdaaij 
employed  much  labour  and  expence  in  editing, various  bo« 
tanical  works,  particularly  those  giving  accounts  of  plants 
procured  from  the  Indies.  In  1736  he  published, an  editioa 
of  Weinman's  Herbal,  to  which  he  added  several  plates 
with  African  plants.  His  next  publication, .  in  which  he, 
had  the  assistance  of  Linnaeus,  then  a  young  man,  was  the 
'^  Thesaurus  Zeylanicus,-  exhibens  Plantas  in.  Insula  Zey- 
lana  nascentes,  Iconibus  illustratus,"  4to,  17 37,^ taken  from 
various  travellers,  with  new  descriptions  and  plates.,  The 
fallowing  year  he  was  appointed  professor, to  the  botanical 
garden  at  Amsterdam,  and  soon  after  published  *^  Raria- 
rum  Africanarum  Plantarum  Decades  Decern,'*  4to,  pria* 
cipally  from  Witsen  and  Vanderstell,  to  which,  however, 
he  mades^veral  additions.  He  translated  Rumphius's  great 
work  into  Latin,  which  he  enriched  with  valuable  notes, 
and  published  under  the  title  of  /^  Everhardi  Rumphii 
Herbarium  Amboinense,  continent;  plantas  in'  ea,  et  ad« 
jacentibus  Insulis  repertas;"  His  last  labour  was  procuring 
engravings  to  be  executed  from  the  drawings  of  American 
plants  left  by  Plumier,  to  which  he  added  descriptions^ 
with  the  modern  and  former  names.  He  died  at  a  very- 
advanced  age  in  1779.  It  must  not  be  forgot  that  he  was 
one  of  the  earliest  and  kindest  patrons  of  Linnaeus,  and 
when  the  latter,  who  had  been  introduced  to  him  by  Boer- 
haave, pleaded  his  poverty  as  an  excuse  why  he  could  not 
jremain  at  Amsterdam,  Dr.  Burman  boarded  'and  lodged 
bim  at  his  house  for  a  considerable  time,  free  of  all  ex« 
peuce.     He  was  not  always  so  liberal,  or  even  courteous 

>  Diet  Hist-^xii  Ooonaatt.*— Harles  de  Vitis  Philolc^rtun,  vol.  L  a  tiagii* 
\m  accoHot  of  BttmsDi  and  whtt«n  in  bis  life>time. 
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to  strangers  of  eminence,  according  to  the  account  of  Dr. 
Smith  in  his  Tour,  p.  29.  * 

BURN  (Richard),  an  eminent  'law-writer,  was  born  at 
Winton  in  Westmoreland  some  time  about  the  beginning 
of  the  last  century  ;  he  was  educated  at  Queen's  collegOi 
Oxford,  which  university  conferred  on  him  March  22, 1762, 
the  honorary  degree  of  LL.  D.  He  died  at  Orton,  of 
which  place  he  had  been  vicar  forty-nine  years,  Novem- 
bet  20,  1785.  He  was  one  of  his  majesty's  justices  of  the 
peace  for  the  counties  of  Westmorland  and  Cumberland, 
and  was  made  by  bishop  Lyttelton  chancellor  of  the  diocese 
of  Carlisle.  In  1755,  he  first  published  his  "  Justice  of 
Peace  and  Parish  Officer,  upon  a  plan  entirely  new,  and 
comprehending  all  the  law  to  the  present  time,"  2  vols. 
8vo,  reprinted  in  the  same  form  in  1756,  and  in  the  same 
year  in  folio,  in  1757i  3  vols.  8vo,  &c.  The  fourteenth 
edition  was  enlarged  to  4  vols.  8vo,  in  which  form  it  has 
passed,  with  gradual  amendments  and  improvements, 
through  various  editions  ;  the  last  of  which  is  the  twenty- 
first.  In  1760  he  published  his  "  Ecclesiastical  Law,**  2 
vols.  4to,  which  afterwards  was  reprinted  in  4  vols.  Svo. 
Both  works  were  strongly  recommended  by  Judge  Black- 
stone,  and  both  are  extraordinary  examples  of  unrivalled 
popularity  and  permanence.  In  1764  he  wrote  "A  His- 
tory of  the  Poor  Laws,*'  Svo,  and  in  1776  "  Observations 
on  the  Bill  proposed  in  parliament  for  erecting  County 
Workhouses."  He  likewise  published  "  The  History  and 
Antiquity  of  the  two  counties  of  Westmoreland  and  Cum- 
berland," in  conjunction  with  Joseph  Nicolson,  esq.  ne- 
phew to  the  bishop  of  Carlisle,  1771,  2  vols.  4to,  in  which 
work  he  has  given  the  above  brief  notices  of  himself.  * 

BUKNABY  (Andrew),  D.  D.  archdeacon  of  Leicester 
and  vicar  of  Greenwich,  was  born  in  1732,  at  Asfordby  In 
Leicestershire,  of  which  place  his  father,  grandfather, 
and  great  grandfather,  were  in  succession  patrons  and 
rectors,  as  his  youngest  brother  is  at  this  time.  He  was 
elected  into  Westminster  college  in  1748,  but  removed 
from  that  school,  and  was  entered  of  Queen's  college^ 
Canibridge,  where  he  took  his  bachelor's  degree  in  1754, 
and  his  masjer's  in  1757.  After  having  travelled  through 
the  middle  settlements  in  North  America  in  1759  and  1760^ 

J  Rccs's  Cyclopedia  — ^Stoever's  Life  of  Linnaeus,  p.  79  et  geqq. 
•  Uist.  of  Westmorland  ubt  supia.-— Bridgmao's  LegtA  BiUiofraphy, 
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Dr.  Buniaby  was  appointed  chaplain  to  the  British  factory 
at  Leghorn,  were  he  resided  five  years  ;  in  occasional  ex- 
cursions visited  Corsica,  and  almost  every  part  of  Italy ; 
and  during  the  last  of  those  years  (sir  John  Dick  having 
obtained  his  majesty's  leave  to  return  to  England  for  his 
private  concerns)  had  the  honour  to  do  the  consular  busi- 
ness, by  the  appointment  of  government,  under  the  deno- 
mination of  proconsul.  In  1769  he  was  presented  to  the 
vicarage  of  Greenwich ;  and  in  1786  the  arcbdejiconry  of 
Leicester  was  conferred  on  him  by  bishop  Thurlow,  with- 
out the  least  expectation  or  solicitation  on  his  part ;  both 
which  preferments  he  enjoyed  till  his  death,  March  9, 1812. 
His  widow,  the  heiress  of  John  Edwyn,  esq.  of  Bagrave  in 
Leicestershire,  died  on  the  16  th  of  the  same  month,  aged 
Seventy-six*  Dr.  Burnaby  was  distinguished  by  the  purest 
integrity  and  benevolence  of  heart,  the  most  unaffected 
urbanity  'of  manners,  and  a  lively  and  ardent  zeal  for  his 
profession.  His  principal  works  were,  1.  "  Travels  through 
the  middle  settlements  in  North  America  in  the  years  1759 
and  1760,  with  observations  upon  the  state  of  the  colonies,'* 
1775,  4to,  of  which  a  third  edition,  considerably  enlarged^ 
was  published  in  1798-9.  2.  Various  Sermons,  preached 
on  Fast,  Thanksgiving,  and  other  public  occasions,  and 
some  charges,  reprinted  together  in  one  vol.  Svo,  1805. 
Most  of  them  were  highly  valued  both  for  matter  and  man-^ 
ner.  He  printed  also,  for  the  use  of  particular  friends, 
"  A  Journal  of  a  Tour  to  Corsica  in  the  year  1766,  with  a 
series  of  original  letters  fr^m  general  Paoli  to  the  author^ 
referring  to  the  principal  events  which  have  taken  place  in 
that  island  from  the  year  1769  to  1802,  with  explanatory 
notes,"  1804.* 

BURNET  (Gilbert),  the  celebrated  bishop  of  Salisbury, 
was  born  at  Edinburgh,  Sept.  18,  1643.  His  father  was 
the  younger  brother  of  an  ancient  family  in  the  county  of 
Aberdeen,  and  was  bred  to  the  civil  law,  which  he  studied 
for  seven  years  in  France.  His  excessive  tnodesty  so  far 
depressed  his  abilities,  that  he  never  made  a  shining  figure 
at  the  bar,  though  he  was  universally  esteemed  to  be  a 
man  of  judgment  and  knowledge  in  his  profession.  He 
was  remarkably  generous  in  his  practice,  ndver  taking  a 
fee  from  the  poor,  nor  from  a  clergyman,  when  he  sued 
in  the  right  of  his  church ;  and  bestowing  great  part  of 
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bis  profits  in  acts  of  charity  and  friendship.  In  1637^ 
when  the  troubles  in  Scotland  were  breaking  out,  he  was 
so  disgusted  at  the  conduct  of  the  governing  bishops  there, 
whooi  he  censured  with  great  freedom,  and  was,  at  the 
same  time,  so  remarkable  for  his  strict  andT  exemplary  life,. 
that  he  was  generally  called  a  Puritan.  But  when  be  saw, 
that  instead  of  reforming  abuses  in  the  episcopal  order,  the 
order  itself  was  struck  at,  he  adhered  to  it  with  great  zeal 
and  constancy,  as  he  did  to  the  rights  of  the  crown,  not 
once  complying  with  that  party  which  afterwards  prevailed 
in  both  nations.  For  though  he  agreed  with  Barclay  and 
Grotius  (with  the  latter  of  whom  be  had  been  intimately 
acquainted)  as  to  their  notions  of  resistance  where  the  laws 
are  broken  through  by  a  limited  sovereign,  yet  he  did  not 
think  that  was  then  the  case  in  Scotland.  He  married  the 
sister  of  the  famous  sir  Archibald  Johnstoun,  called  lord 
Warristoun ;  who,  during  the  civil  wars,  was  at  the  head 
of  the  presbyterian  party,  and  so  zealously  attached  to 
that  interest,  that  neither  friendship  nor  alliance  could 
dispose  him  to  shew  favour  to  those  who  refused  the  solemn 
league  and  covenant.  Our  author^s  father,  persisting  in 
this  refusal,  was  obliged,  at  three  several  times,  to  quit 
the  kingdom ;  and,  when  his  return  was  afterwards  con* 
nived  at,  as  his  principles  would  not  permit  him  to  renew 
the  practice  of  the  law,  much  less  to  accept  the  prefer- 
ments in  it  offered  him  by  Oliver  Cromwell,  he  retired  to 
his  own  estate  in  the  country,  where  he  lived  till  the  restoi* 
lation,  when  he  was  made  one  %j[  the  lords  of  the  session  by 
the  title  of  lord  Cramond.  His  wife,  our  authoVs  mother^ 
was  very  eminent  for  her  piety  and  virtue,  and  a  warm 
xealot  for  the  jnesbyterian  discipline,  in-  which  way  she 
bad  been  very  strictly  educated. 

Our  author  received  the  first  rudiments  of  his  education 
from  his  father,  under  whose  care  he  made  so  quick  a 
progress,  that,  at  ten  years  of  age,  he  perfectly  under- 
stood the  Latin  tongue;  at  which  time  he  was  sent  to  the 
college  of  Aberdeen,  where  he  acquired  the  Greek,  and 
went  through  the  usual  course  of  Aristotelian  logic  and 
philosophy,  with  uncommon  applause.  He  was  scarcely 
fourteen  when  he  commenced  master  of  arts,  and  then  ap- 
plied himself  to  the  study  of  the  civil  law ;  but,  after  a 
year's  diligent  application  to  that  science,  he  changed  his 
resolution,  and  turned  his  thoughts  wholly  to  the  study 
of  divinity. ,   At  eighteen  years  of  age,  he  was  put  upon 
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bis  trial  as  a  prdbationer  or  expectant  preacher;  and,  at 
the.  same  tin^e,  viras  offered  the  presentation  to  a  very  good 
benefice,  by  his  cousin-gennan  sir  Alexander  Burnet,  but 
thinking  himself  too  young  for  the  cure  of  souls,  he  mo* 
destly  declined  that  offer.  His  education,  thus  happily 
begun,  was  finished  by  the  conversation  and  advice  of  the 
most  eminent  Scotch  divines.  In  1663,  about  two  years 
after  his  father^  death,  he  came  into  England,  where  he 
first  visited  the  two.  universities.  At  Cambridge  he  had 
an  opportunity  of  conversing  with  Dr.  Cudworth,  Dr. 
Pearson,  Dr.  Burnet,  author  of  the  "  Sacred  Theory,** 
and  Dr.  Henry  More,  one  of  whose  sayings,  in  relation  to 
rites,  and  ceremonies,  then  made  a  great  impression  on 
him :  "  None  of  these,"  said  he,  "  are  bad  enough  to 
make  men  bad,  and  1  am  sure  none  of  them  are  good 
enough  to  make  men  good.'*.  At  Oxford  our  author  was 
much  caressed,  on  account  of  his  knowledge  of  the  councils 
aiid  fathers,  by  Dr.  Fell,  and  Dr.-Pocock,  that  great  mas- 
ter of  Oriental  learning.  He  was  much  improved  there^ 
in  his  matliematics  and  natural  philosophy, .  by  the  instruc<- 
tions  of  Dv.  Wallis,  who  likewise  gave  him  a  letter  of  re- 
comaieiidation  to  the  learned  and  pious  Mr.  Boyle  atLon* 
don.  Upon  his  arrival  there,  he  was  introduced  to  all  the 
most  noted  divines,  as  Tillotson,  Stillingfleet,  Patrick, 
Lloyd,  Whitchcot,  and  Wilkins;  and,  among  others  of  the 
laity,  to  sir  Robert  Murray.  / 

About  six  months  after  he  returned  to  Scotland,  where 
he  declined  accepting  the  living  of  Saltpun,  offered  him 
by  sir  Robert  Fletcher  of  that  place,  resolving  to  travel  for 
some  time  on  the  continent.  In  16Q4,  he  went  over  into 
Holland;  where,  after  he  had  seen  what  was  remarkable 
in  the  Seven  Provinces,  he  resided  for  some  time  at  Am* 
sterdam,  and  afterwards  at  Paris.  At  Amsterdam,  by  the 
help  of  a  learned  Rabbi,  he  increased  his  knowledge  in 
the  Hebrew  language,  and  likewise  became  acquainted 
with  the  leading  men  of  the  different  persuasions  tolerated 
in  that  country  :  among  each  of  whoni,  he  used  frequently: 
to  declare,  he  had  met  with  men  of  such  real  piety  and 
virtue,  that  he  contracted  a  strong  principle  of  universal 
charity.  At  Paris  he  conversed  with  the  two  famous 
minister^!  of  Cbarenton,  Daille  and  Moru9.  His  stay  inr 
France  was  the  longer,  ou  accbunt  of  the  great  kiiulness 
with  which  he  was  treated  by  the  lord  Holies,  then  am-< 
bassador  at  the  French  couct.    Towards  the  end  o{  the^ 
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year  be  returned,  to  Scotland,  passing  through  LohdoB^ 
where  he  was  introduced,  .by  the  president  sir  Robert 
Murray,  to  be  a  member  of  the  royal  society.  In  1665, 
he  was  ordained  a  priest  by  the  bishop  of  Edinburgh,  and 
presented  by  sir  Robert  Fletcher  to  the  living  of  Saltoun^ 
which  had  been  kept  vacant  during  his  absence.  He  soon 
gained  the  affections  of  his  whole  parish,  not  excepting  the 
presbyterians,  though  he  was  the  only  clergyman  in  Scot* 
land  that  made  use  of  the  prayers  in  the  liturgy  of  the 
church  of  England.  During  the  five  years  he  remained  at 
Saltoun,  he  preached  twice  every  Sunday,  and  once  on 
one  of  the  week-days  :  he  catechized  three  times  a-week, 
so  as  to  examine  every  parishioner,  old  or  young,  three 
times  in  the  compass  of  a  year :  he  went  round  the  parish 
from  house  to  house,  instructing,  reproving,  or  comforting 
them,  as  occasion  required  :  the  sick  he  visited  twice  a 
day :  he  administered  the  sacrament  four  times  a  year,  and 
personally  instructed  all  such  as  gave  notice  of  their  inten- 
tion to  receive  it.  All  that  remained  above  his  own  neces^ 
sary  subsistence  (in  which  lie  was  very  frugal),  he  gave^ 
away  in  charity.  A  particular^  instance  of  his  generosity 
is  thus  related  :  one  of  his  parishioners  had  been  in  exe-» 
cution  for  debt,  and  applied  to  our  author  for  some  small 
relief;  who  inquired  of  him,  how  much  would  again  set- 
him  up  in  his  trade :  the  man  named  the  sum,  and  he  as 
readily  called  to  his  servant  to  pay  it  him  :  **  SiV,"  said  be, 
**  it  is  all  we  have  in  the  house."  "  Well,"  said  Mr.  Bur- 
net, ^'pay  it  this  poor  man  :  you  do  not  know  the  pleasure 
there  is  in  making  a  man  glad."  This  may  be  a  proper 
place  to  mention  our  author's  practice  of  preaching  extem- 
porcj  in  which  he  attained  an  ease  chiefly  by  allotting  many 
hours  of  the  day  to  meditation  upon  all  sorts  of  subjects, 
and  by  accustoming  himself,  at  those  times,  to  speak  hi» 
thoughts  aloud,  studying  always  to  render  his  expressions 
correct.  His  biographer  gives  us  here  two  remarkable 
instances  of  his  preaching  without  book.  In  1691,  when 
the  sees,  vacant  by  the  deprivation  of  the  nonjuring 
bishops,  were  filled  pp,  bishop  Williams  was  appointed  to 
preach  one  of  the  consecration-sermons  at  Bow-church; 
but,  being  detained  by  some  accident,  the  archbishop  of 
Canterbury  desired  our  author,  then  bishop  of^Sarum,  to 
supply  his  place  ;  which  he  readily  did,  to  the  general  satis-» 
faction  of  all  present.  In  1705,  he  was  appointed  to  preach 
tiie  thanksgiving-sermon  before  the  queen  at  St. Paul's;  and 
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89  it  was  ibe  on]y  discourse  be  had  ever  written  before-hand, 
it  was  the  only  time  that  he  ever  made  a  pause  in  preach* 
ing,  which  on  that  occasion  lasted  above  a  minute.  The 
sanie  year,  he  drew  up  a  memorial  of  the  abuses  of  the 
Scotch  bishops,  which  exposed  him  to  the  resentments  of 
tiKit  order:  upon  which,  resolving  to  confine  himself  to 
study,  and  the  duties  of  his  function,  he  practised  such  a 
retired  and  abstemious  course,  as  greatly  impaired  hiA 
health.  About  1668,  the  government  of  Scotland  being  ia 
the  hands  of  moderate  men,  of  whom  the  principal  was  sir 
Robert  Murray,  he  was  frequently  consulted  by  them  ;  and 
it  was  throu&:b  his  advice  that  some  of  the  more  moderate 
f^resbyterians  were  put  into  the  vacant  churches ;  a  step 
which  he  himself  has  since  condemned  as  indiscreet.  In 
1669,  he  was  made  professor  of  divinity  at  Glasgow ;  in 
which  station  he  executed  the  following  plan  of  study» 
On  Mondays,  he  made  each  of  the  students,  in  their  turiSy 
explain  a  head  of  divinity  in  Latin,  and  propound  such 
theses  from  it  as  he  was  to  defend  against  the  rest  of  the 
scholars ;  and  this  exercise  concluded  with  our  professorV 
decision  of  the  point  in  a  Latin  oration.  On  Tuesdays,  he 
gave  them  a  prelection  in  the  same  language,  in  which  be 
proposed,  in  the  course  of  eight  years,  to  have  gone 
through  a  complete  system  of  divinity.  On  Wednesdays^ 
he  read  them  a  lecture,  for  above  an  hour,  by  way  of  a 
critical  commentary  on  St.  Matthew's  Gospel ;  which  he 
finished  before  he  quitted  the  chair.  On  Thursdays,  the 
exercise  was  alternate;  one  Thursday,  he  expounded  a 
Hebrew  Psalm,  comparing  it  with  the  Septuagint,  the 
Vulgar,  and  the  English  version ;  and  the  next  Thursday, 
he  explained  some  portion  of  the  ritual  and  constitution 
•f  the  primitive  church,  making  the  apostolical  canons  hisi 
text,  and  reducing  every  article  of  practice  under  the  head 
of  one  or  other  of  those  canons.  On  Fridays,  he  made 
each  of  his  scholars,  in  cpurse,  preach  a  short  sermon  upon 
some  text  he  assigned  ;  and,  when  it  was  ended,  he  ob- 
served upon  any  thing  that  was  defective  or  amiss  in  .the 
handling  of  the  subject.  This  was  the  labour  of  the  morn-' 
ings:  in  the  evenings,  after  prayer,  he  every  day  read 
some  parcel  of  scripture,  on  which  he  made  a  short 
discourse;  and,  when  that  was  over,  he  examined  into 
the  progress  of  their  several  studies.  All  this  he  performed 
during  the  whole  time  the  schools  were  open;  and,  in 
#rder  to  acquit  himself  with  credit,  he  was  obliged  to  study 
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hsrA  from  four  till  ten  in  the  morning;  the  rest  of  the  day 
being  of  necessity  allotted,  either  to  the  care  of  his  pupils, 
or  to  hearing  the  complaints  of  the  ciergy,  who,  finding  be 
bad  an  interest  with  men  of  power,  were  not  sparing  in 
their  applications  to  him.  In  this  situation  he  continued 
four  years  and  a  half^  exposed,  through  his  principlesof 
xioderation,  to  the  censure  both  of  the  episcopal  and  pres- 
bycerian  parties.  The  same  year  he  published  his^  *'  Mo- 
dest and  free  Conference  between  a  Conformist  and  a  Non- 
conformist." About  this  time  he  was  entrusted,  by  the 
duchess  of  Hamilton,  with  the  perusal  and  arrangement 
of  all  the  papers  relating  to  her  father^s  and  uncle-^ 
ministry ;  which  induced  him  to  compile  **  Memoirs  of  the 
Dukes  of  Hamilton,"  and  occasioned  his  being  invited  to 
London,  to  receive  farther  information,  concerning  the 
transactions  of  those  times,  by  the  earl  of  Lauderdale ;  be- 
tween .whom  and  the  duke  of  Hamilton  he  brought  about 
a  reconciliation.  During  bis  stay  in  London,  he  was  of- 
fered a  Scotch  bishopric,  which  he  refused.  Soon  after 
bis  return  to  Glasgow,  he  married  the  lady  Margaret  Ken- 
sedy,  daughter  of  the  earl  of  Ca^silis^.  In  1672,  he  pub-, 
lished  his  ^^  Vindication  of  the  Authority,  Constitution,  and 
Lawsy  of  the  Church  and  Stiaxe  of  Scotland,"  against  the 
principles  of  Buchanan  and  bthers  ;  which  was  thought,  at 
that  juncture,  such  a  public  service,  that  he  was  agaiti 
courted  to  accept  of  a  bishopric,  with  a  promise  of  the 
next  vacant  archbishopric,  but  he  persisted  in  his  refusal 
of  that  dignity.  In  16.73,  he  took  another  journey  to 
London ;  where,  ^t  the  express  nomination  of  the  king, 
after  hearing  him  preach,  he  was  sworn  one  of  his  majesty^s 
chaplains  in  ordinary.  He  became  likewise  in  high  favour 
with  his  majesty  and  the  duke  of  York  1%    At  his  return  tx> 

*  This  was  a  lady  of  distingfuisbecl  and  must  otherwise  have  fallen  iut^ 

piety  and  knowledge :  her  own  senti-  his  bands,  she  herself  having  no  ui- 

menta  indeed  inclined  strongly  towards  tention  to  secure  it. 

^  presbyterians»  with  whom  she  was  f  The  avowed  design  of  this  jownaoy 

in  high   credit  and  esteem  ;  yet  she  '  was,  in  order  to  procure  a  licence  for 

^as  far  from  partaking  'tl»e  narrow  zeal  piiblishing  his  "  Memoirs  of  the  Dukes 

gf  some  of  their  JeaUei[s.   .As^thc^re  was  of  Hat^ilton:"  but  it  would  appear 

some  disparity  in  their  ages,  that  it  that  he  had  farther  views;  for  we  are 

might  remain  past  dispute  that  this  told,  be  went  with  a  full  resolution  of 

match  was  wholly  owing  to  inclination,  *  wjtlidrawiDg  himself  from  affairs  of 

BOt^to  avarice  or  ambition,  the  day  be-  ^.  state. >    He,  saw   that   popery    was,, 

fore  their  marriage,  oOr  author  deli-  '  tbougfi  covertly,  the  prevailing  interest 

▼ered  the  lady  a  deed,  whereby  he  at  court,  and  that  the  sacramental  test* 

renounced  all  pretension  to  her  for-  whe|eby  the  duke  of  York,  the  lord  Cli^ 

tane,   which  waa  very  cousidCTtble)  ford,  and  other  papists  in   employ- 
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Edinburgh,  floding  the  animosities  between  tb^  dukes  of 
HamikoD  and .  Lauderdale  revived,  be  retired  to  his station 
at  Glasgow ;  but  was  obliged  tbe  next  year  to  return  to 
court,  to  justify  himself  against  the  accusations  of  tbe  diike 
pf  Lauderdale,  who  had  represei^ted  him  as  the  cause  and 
instrument  of  all  the  opposition  the  naeasures  of  the  coitf*t 
Ixad  met  with  in  tbe  Scotch  parliament.  Thus  he  lost  the 
favour  of  the  court ;  and,  to  avoid  putting  himself  iQt^  the 
hands  of  his  enemies,  he  resigned  tbe  professor's  chair  at 
Glasgow,  and  resolved  to  settle  in  London,  beiog  now 
about  thirty  years  of  age.  Soon  after,  h^  «ras  offered  th»  , 
living  of  St.  Giles's  Cripplegatej  which  he  decline^  ac* 
.  cepting,  because  he  heard  that  tt  was  intended  for  Dr, 
Fowler^  afterwards  bishop  of  Gloucester.  In  1675^  owr 
author,  a{  the  recommendation  of  lord  Holies^  and  not* 
withstanding  the  interposition  of  the  court  against  him,  iv«« 
•  appointed  preacher  at  the  Rolls  chapel  by  sir  Harbotd^ 
Grimstone,  master  of  tbe  Rolls,  The  same  year  he  was 
examiued  before  the  jiouse  of  commons  in  relation  to  the 
duke  of  Lauderdale,  whose  conduct  the  pjarliament  was 
then  inquiring  into.  He  was  soon  after  chosen  lecturer  of 
St  Clement's,  and  became  a  very  popular  preacher^  In 
1676,  he  published  his  <^  Memoirs  of  the  Dukes  of  Hamil* 
(on  ;^'  and  the  same  year,  '<  An  account  of  a  Conference 
between  himself.  Dr.  SttUingfleet,  and  Coleman."  About 
this  time,  the  apprehensions  of  popery  increasing  daily,  he 
undertook  to  write  the  ^^  History  of  the  Reformation  of  the 
Church  of  England."  The  rise. and  progress,  of  this  his 
greatest  and  most  useful  vyork,  is  an  object  of  too  great 
curiosity  to  require  any  apology  on  account  of  its  length. 
His  own  account  of  it  is.  as  follows  :  ^^  Some  time  after  I 
,  bad  printed  tbe  ^  Memoirs  of  the  Dukes  of  Haoiilton,' 
which  were  favourably  received,  the  reading  of  these  got 
'me  the  acquaintance  and  friendship  of  sir  William  JoA.eSf 
tben  attorney-gener;jl. — My  way  of  writing* history  pleased 
bim ;  and  so  he  pressed  me  to  undertake  the  History  of 
England.  But  Sanders's  book,  that  was  then  translated 
into  French,  aad  cried'  up  much  in  France,  made  all  my 

ttient»  bad  been  excluded,  was  a  mere  duchess  df  Lauderdale:    be  pointed 

artiflce  of  king  Charles  to  obtain  money  out  to  them  the  errors  of  their  manage- 

for  carrying  on  the  vmr  with  Holland,  ment  in  Scotland,  and  the  ill  cifectf 

He  suspected  that  the  designs  of  the  it  would  bare,  both  upon  themselves 

<fourt  were  both  cornijtft  and  desperate,  and  the  vrhoU  nation  :  but  he  found 

He  therefore  used  all  the  freedom  he  no  disposition  in  theca  to  rtctify  ibeir 

Recently  could    with    tbe  duke    and  measures. 
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friends  press  me  to  answer  it,  by  writing  the  History  of 
the  Reformation.     So  now  all  roy  thoughts  were  turned 
that  way.     I  laid  out  for  manuscripts,  and  searched  intp 
all  offices.     I  got  for  some  days  into  the  Cotton  Library^ 
But  duke  Lauderdale  bearing  of  my  design,  and  appre- 
hending it  might  succeed  in  my  bauds,  got  Dolben,  bishop 
of  Rodiester,  to  diirert  sir  John  Cptton  from  suff«*ring  me 
to  search  into  his. library.     He  told  him,  I  was  Agres^ 
enemy  to  the  prerogative,  to  which  Cotton  was  devoted, 
even  to  slavery.    So  he  said^  I  would  certainly  make  an  ill 
use  of  all  I  had  found.     This  wrought  so  much  on  bini^ 
that  I  was  no  more  admitted,  ti4l  my  first  volume  was  pub- 
lished.    And  then,  wlien  he  saw  how  I  had  composed  it, 
be  gave  me  free  access  to  it/*     The  first  volume  of  thjs 
work  lay  near  a  year  after  k  was  finished,  for  the  perusal 
and  correction  of  friends ;  so  that  it  was  not  published  tilt 
the  year  1679,  when  the  affair  of  the  popish  plot  was  iir 
agitation.    This  book  procured  our  author  an  honour  never 
before  or  since  paid  to  any  writer :  he  bad  the  thanks  of 
both  houses  of  parliament,  with  a  desire  that  he  would 
prosecute  the  undertaking,   and  complete  that  variable 
work.     Accordingly,    in   less  than  two  years  after,    be 
printed  the  second  volume,  which  met  with  tbe.$aine^*: 
neral  approbation  as  the  first :  and  such  was  his  readioesa 
in   composing,  that  he  wrote  the  historical  part  i<t  the. 
compass  of  six  weeks,  after  all  his  materials  were  laid  in 
order.     The  third  volume,  containing  a  supplement  to  the. 
two  former,    was  published  in  i  7 1 4.     **  The  defects  of 
Peter  Heyiyn*s  ^History  of  the  Reformation,^*  as  bishop 
Nicolson  observes,    ^<  are   abundantly  supplied    in  our 
author's  more  complete  history.     He  gives  a  punctual  ac- 
count of  all  the  affairs  of  the  reformation,  from  its  begin-* 
ning  in  the  reign  of  Henry  VI 11.  to  its  final  establishment 
under  queen  Elizabeth,  A.  D.  1559.    And  the  whole  is. 
penned  in  a  masculine  style,  such  as  becomes  an  historian, 
<and  is  the  property  of  this  author  in  all  his  writings.     The 
jcolie^tion  of  Records,  which  he  gives  at  the  end  of  each  , 
volume,  are  good  vonphers  of  the  truth  of  what  he  delivers  . 
in  the  bpdy  of  the  history,  and  are  much  more  perfect  than 
Could  rieasonably  be  expected,  after  the  pains  taken,  in 
queen  Mary^s  days,  to  suppress  every  thing  that  carried 
the  marks  of  the  reformation  upon  it'*     Our  author's  per*  t 
formance  met  with  a  very  favourable  reception  abroad,  and 
was  translated  into  most  of  the  European  languages;  and 
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fev^n  the  keenest  of  his  enemies,  Henry  Wharton,  allows  it 
ttyfaave  "a  reputation  flrinly  and  d^ervedly  established/' 
The  moist  eminent  of  the  French  writers  who  have  attacked 
It,  M.  Varillas  and  M.  Le  Grand,  have'  received  satisfactory 
replies  from  the  author  himself.  At  home  it  was  attacked 
by  Mr.  S.  Lowth,  who  censured  the  account  I>r.  Burnet 
bad  gi^'en  of  somje  of  archbishop  Cranmer*s  opinions,  as* 
i^ertingthat  both  our  historian  and  Dr.  Stiliin^fleet  had  ini- 

Sloped  upon*  thie  world  in  that  particular,  arid  had  "un- 
kicbfuliy  joined  together'*  ih  their  endeavours  to  lessen 
fjpiscopal  onlifjation.     Our  author  replied  tb  Mr.  Lo'wth,' 
in  some '"  fetters  in  Answer**  to  his  book.    *The  n^xt  assail- 
aht  wa&  Henry  Wharton,  who,  under  the  name  of  Anthony 
Harmer,  published  **  A  specimen  of  some  Errors  and 
Befeiets  in  the  History  of  the  Reformation,'*  1693,  8vo,  a 
peirformanee  of  no  great  candour;  to  which,  however,  our 
historian  vouchsafed  a  short  answer,  in  a  ^*  Letter  to  the 
Bishop  of  Liehfield.**     A  third  attack  on  this  History  was 
made  by  Dr.  Hickes  in  "Discourses  on  Dr.  Burnet  and| 
I^;Tillotsori;^*  in  which  the  whole  charge  amounts  to  n<j' 
tlribre  than  this,  that, *^* in  a  matter  of  no  great  consequence, 
there  was  too  little  care  had  in  copying  or  e^aminhig  a 
letter"  writ  in  a  very  bad  hand,***  and  that  there  was  some 
probability  chat  Dr.  Burnet  ^^  was  mistaken  in  one  of  his 
cfonjectures.'*    Our  author  answered  this  piece,  in  a  *^  Vin- 
dication'* of  bii  History.     The  two  first  parts  were  trans- 
lated into  .French  by  M.  de  Rosemond,  and  into  Latin  by 
Melchtor  Mitteihorzer.     There  is  likewise  a  'Dutch  trans- 
lation of  it.     In   1682J  our  author  published  "  An  abridgv 
ment  of  his  History  of  the  Reformation,'*  in  8vo,  in  which 
he  tells  US,  he  had  wholly  waved  every  thing  that  belonged 
to  the  records,  and  the  proof  of  what  he  relates,  or  to  the 
confutation  of  the  falsehoods  that  run  through  the  popish 
historians;  all  which  is  to  be  found  in  the  History  at  large. 
And  therefore,  in  this  abridgment,  he  says,  every  thing  is 
to  be  taken  upon  trust ;  and  those  who  desire  a  fuller  satis- 
faction, are  r'eferred  to  the  volumes  he  had  before  pub- 
lished. 

Although  our  author  at  this  time  had  no  parochial  cure, 
he  did  not  refuse  his  attendance  to  any  sick  person  who 
desired  it,  and  was  sent  for,  amongst  others,  to  one  who 
had  been  engaged  in  a  criminal  amour  with  Wilmot,  earl 
of  Rochester.  The  manner  he  treated  her,  during  her 
i^ioess^  gave  that  lord  a  great  curiosity  of  being  acquainted 
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with  hitn^  and  for  a  whole  winter,  in  a  conversatiob  of  lit 
Ied.st  one  evening  in  a  week,  Burnet  went*  over  a^ll*  those 
^  topics  with  him,  upon  which  sceptics,  and  men  of  loose 
morals,  are  wont  to  attack  the  Christian  religioO.  The 
effect  of  these  conferences,  in  convincing  the  earl's  jodg* 
orient,  and  leading  him  to  a  sincere  repentance,  becaai6^ 
the  subject  of  a  well-known  and  interesting  narrative  whieh 
he  published  in  1680,  entitled  "An  Account  t>f  the  Life 
and  I>eath  of  the  Earl  of  Rochester.'*  Tliis  work  bat 
lately  been  reprinted  more  than  once,  perfaaips  owing  to 
the  character  Dr.  Johnson  gave  of  it  in  his  Life  of  Roches- 
ter :  he  there  pronounces  it  a  book  **  il^toh  the  ciific 
ought  tb  read  for  its  elegance,  the  phiIos6pher  ft>r  its  anr«'> 
|;uments,  and  the  saint  for  its  piety." 

Duriitg  the  afiair  of  the  popish  plot^  Dr.  Burnet  Mtft 
<^ften  consulted  by  king  Chkries,  upon  the  state  of  -the 
nation ;  and,  about  the  sanve  time,  r^fuoed  the  vacttiit 
bishopric  of  Chichester,  which  his  ttiajesty  offered  hiln^ 
•*  provided  be  would  entirely  come  into  Ws  int^est/*  Btit^ 
though  his  free  access  to  that  monarch  did  rtdt*  procure  bim 
preferment,  it  gave  him  «b  opportunity^  of  sending  < his 
majesty  a  most  remarkable  letter*,  in  which^  w4th  gmat 
freedom^  he  reprehends  this  vices  and  errors  boA  Qf«>hift 
private  life  and  his  governihetit  The  tnprQudioed  |MirC 
he  act5ed  during  the  time  the  nation  was  ittflatbed  with'  the 
discovery  of  the  popish  plot;  his  candid ^nde^ours  t^ 
f  aVe  the  lives  of  Staley  and  the  lord  Stafford,  fa^h  ^zieakKis 

papists ;  bis  temperate  conduct  in  regard  to  the  excl«i9ift>n 

•      •        • 

*  Thift  letter  may  be  leen  in  the  might  look  for.     I  pressed  him  apoa 

hMe  of  JBamet,  {>re(ixed  to  the  edition  that  earnestly  to    change  the  whol^ 

of    «•  Hli  own  time,'»  by  Dr.  Flex-  course  of  his  fife.    1  carried  Uiw  letttt" 

man,  who  then  had  H  in  hit  posaetaioii.  to  Chiffincb'Si  en  the  2^th  of  Janjiary  ^ 

the  following  is  the  bishop's  own  ac-  and  told  the  kioe  in  the  letter,  that  I 

oount  of  It :  *'  Mn.  Roberts,  whom  he  hoped  (he  reflection^  on  ^hat  httd'  b^ 

{the  king)  had  kept  for  some  time,  sent  fallen  his  father  on  this  OOthof  Jehuary, 

for  me.  when  she  was  dying :  I  saw  her  might   nipve    him    to :  consider  these 

,  .l>fteii   for  some  ^eeks,    and,  among  ,  things  more  carefully.     Lord  Arran 

other  things,  I  desired  her  to  write  a  happened  to  be  then  in  waitiayrand, 

letter  to  the  Jsing,  expressing  the  sense  he  came  to  me  next  day,  and  toW  me, 

.  the  had  of  her  past  life;  and,  at  her  be  was  sure  the  king  bad  a  long  letftr 

desire,  I  drew  such  a  letter  as  might  from  me ;  for  he  held  the  candfe  !• 

be  fit  for  her  to  write.     Bnt  she  never  him  while  he  read  it:  be  knew  at  that 

^ad  strength  enough  to  write  it :  so  .  distance  that  it  was  my  hand.    The 

t^P9tl  that  I  resolved  to  write  a  very  king  read  it  twice  over,  and  then  threw 

plain  letter  to  the  king.     I  set  before  it  into  the  fire :  and  not  Idag  alter, 

htm  his  past  life,  and  the  effects  it  had  lord  Ari»n  took  occasion  to  ntMue  me  | 

upon  the  nation,  with  the  judgments  of  and  the  king  spoke  of  me  with  great 

G(»d  that  lay  on  bim,  which  was  'but  a  sharpness :  so  he  perceivc^hhe  iR^iS  nel 

iiktttU  part  ef  the  piiaishmeiit  thiit  bo  pidased  iriih  m/  lett^r.^  :,.  .^ 
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«f  the  duke  of  York  ;  ai^d  the  scbeme  of  a  prince  regent, 
proposed  by  him,  in  lieu  of  that  exclusion  ;  are  sufficiently 
raiated  in  bis  ^'  History  of  his  own  Time.*'  In  16^2,  vvheii 
the  administratioa  was  wholly  changed  in  favour  of  the 
duke  of  Yorky  be  continued  steady  in  his  adherence  to  bis 

sfriends,  and  duiseto  sacrifice  all  his  yiews  at  court,  par- 
liouiariy  a  ^comise  of  the  mastiership  of  the  Temple,  rather 
ithan  break  off  his  correspoudence  with  them.     Thia  year 

i  «ur  author, published  hia  ^'«  Life  of  sir  Matthew  Hg^Ie,"  and 
liis.  ^*  History  of  the  Btighu  of  Princes,  in  disposing  qf 
>eocIeaia8tical  Benefices  and  Church-lands;"  whicb  being 
attacked  by  an  anonymous  writer.  Dr.  Burnet  published, 
,lhe  same  year^  ^^  An  answer  to  the  Animadversions  on  the 
History  of  the  Rights  of  Princes."  As  he  was  about  this 
time,  much  resorted  to  by  persons  of  all  rank^  apd  parties, 
iw  a  pretence  to«void  the  returning  of  so  many  visits,  be 
built  a  laboratolry,  and,  for  above  a  year,  went  through  a 
course  of  cbemle^  experiments.     Upon  the  execution  of 

-  .ihe  lord  Hussei,  with  whom  be  was  familiarly  acquaipted^ 
be  was  exauiined  before  the  house  of  commons,  with  v^ 
sped  to  tiiat  lord's,  speech-  upon  the  scaffold,  in  the  pen- 
,mngi  of  which  be  was  suspected  to  have  had  a  ha^d.  N^ 
long  after,  he  refused  the  offer  of  a  living  of  three  Uun^- 
dred  pounds  a  year,  in  the  gift  of  the  earl  of  Halifax,  who 
would  have  presented  him,  on  condition  of  his  residing 
h%\\\  in  Loudon.  In  1683,  he  went  over  to  Paris,  whevt 
be  was  well  re<:eived  by  the  court,  and  became  acquainted 
with  the  B»ost  eminent  persons,  both  popish  and  protestant. 
This  year  appeared  his  ^^  Translation  aiid  Examination  of  a 
Letter,  writ  by  the  last  General  Assembly  o£  the  Clergy 
o£  France  to  tl^e  Protesitants,  inviting,  them  to  vetunn  to 
their  Communion,  &c. ;"  also  his  ^^  Translation  of  Sir 
Thomsls  More's  Utopia,"  with  a  *^  Preface  concerning  the 
Nature  of  Trai^sUtions."  The  year  following,,  the  r^sent-T 
ment  of  the  court  against  our  author  was  so  great,  that  .he 
was  discha.rged  frpin  his  lecture  at  St  Clemenfsj,  by  virtu^ 

'  of  the  jking^s  mandate  to  Dr«  Hascard,  reptor  of  tbut  parish ; 
and  in  Decenabelr  the  same  year,  by  an  order  from  th^ 
lord-keepicr  >irorth  to  sir  Harbpttlje  Grim^tone,  he  wasi  fpr-r 
bidden  preaching  any  more  at  the  Rolls  chapel.  In  1665 
came  out  our  author's  "  Life  of  J)r.  William  Bedell,  Bishop 
of  Kilmore  in  Ireland.''  Upon  the  death  of  king  Charles^ 
and  aecession  of  king  Jatnes,  having  obtained  leave  to  go 
out  of  the  kingdom,  he  went  first  to  Paris^  where  he  Kve^ 
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iivgreatrelir^nent,  to  avoid  being?  involved:  in  die  conspK^ 
r^^ies  then  forming  in  favour  of  the  du]w  of  Jdotnnotitb* 
But,  having  contracted  .an  acquaiatance  wiili  brigadier 
Stouppe,  a  protestant  officer  io  the  Ereiidi -senice^  he 
was  prevailed  upoa  to  takej  a  journey  witb^  him  into  Udfj 
and  miei'Witb  an  agreeable,  reception  at  lUwie.-f^.and  -Ge^ 
ne.va.     After  a  tour  through  the  son  them. paxits  of  Firancie^ : 
Italy,  Switzerland,,  and  many  places  of  Germany^  b£  wfaidi' 
he  has  given  an  account,  with  reflections  on  their  sevemi 
^overomeuts,  luc^  in  his  '^  Travels^?  published  in>  1697|(he^ 
..me  to  Utrechti  and  intended  to  Imve  setriedtin:8oiife> 
quiet  retreat  within  the  Seven  ProvisKces;  ihnikf  hwngioM 
vited  tO;tbe  Hague  by  theprieee  and  pcinoess  of  Orat^e^- 
he  afpaired.  thitber,  and  bad  a  great  share  in -the  councils' 
thea  carryj^ng  on,  concerning  the^  aflhits  of  England,   iiw^ 
IfilSilfOui  author  published  Ji  ^f  Translatioin:  of  Lactantiii^ 
.Concerning  the  Death  of  the*  Persecutors iV    .The  high  fe(-- 
.vour  sbewp  bim  at  the  Haguft disgusting; the  EngHshcoUrt) 
,ki^g  James  wcolo  two  ;  severe,  letters  agmistbkii  to  the 
pfinoess  of  Orange,  and  insisted,-  by  his  ambassador,  ott- 
his  being  fonbidden' thfe  oourt;.  which,:  ah  i  the  king's  iok 
pprtanity,  yf9>9  done;  though ^our  author  continued  to  be 
employed  ^ad  trusted-  as  bef<N^«    Soon  a&er^^«  prosecotloil  f 
(for  h^pb^neaspn  was  -commeneed  ^;ainst  him^  botb4n 
•l^atlaiid  and  England';  but  the  States  ire&ising,  ^t.the  de^^ 
inand  of  the  English  court,  to  deliver  him  up,  designs  were 
t)dd  of  seiaing  bis  .person,  andeven  destroying>biin,  if  h^- 
cQuld  be  taJLOO..    About  this  time  Dn  Btwoet  married  Mm  '• 
Mary  Scott,  a  Datcb  lady  of.  large  fcortaiie'tand  noble  esc-* 
tracDion^*   He  had.^a  very  ^iosportaot  share  in.  the  whole 
coiviuot..of  the  revolution  in  1^8 ;  ithe  project  of  which  he 

• 
• 

/H^  Pope  liHMceat  Xl«  hMring  oCour  £iiglisb»  Uitt  itiru  icMnBirlMitoM'iHtt 

author's  arrival,  tent  the  Captain  of  a  priest  of  •  tiie  chiurcb  of   Engiand* 

the  Swifts  gusnla  to  acqnaiot  hun,  be  should  be  at  Rone  helping  them  {yff* 

wonld  give  bim  a  pirivaAa  aodieiiee  in  with  the  waae  of  'Baby  too.  "The  opr*> 

|>ed*  ta  aToid  the  ceremoiqF  of  kissing  dioal  smiled  at  the  vemark,  and»  re- 

luft.boUoess*s  slipper.    Bat  ouv  author  peating  it  in  French  to  the  gentlemes^' 

himself  as  «ieH  asbeooold.'  bidMbem  iteU'thei#  eountrymen,  h6«r 


lle.^waB  treated  with  great  familiarity'  bold  the  beietics,  aod  how  mild  ihe 

by  the  cardinals'  Hoarard   and   D'£s-  cardinals,  were  at  Rome.    Some  dis- 

trees :  the  former  shewed  htm  all  his  pates,  which  eur  author  had  at  Rome^'' 

lirtten  from*  England*  expresskig  the  cooeerving  religion, ^beginning  to-be 

bigh  expectations  of  .the  .popish  party,  taken  notice  of,  made  it  proper  for 

One  eveqmgi  upon  visiting  cardinal  him  tQ  qpnii'  that  city ;  which  he  ac-' 

Movai^  -berfomid  iiim  dJetiibuihig'  oordingly    did,    upon   an    intimatiMi 

pome  relics  t«  twp  fnc^*  gentlemen :  givta  bim  by  prinqe  Borghepe. 
upon. which  he  whispered  to  him 
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gam  early  notice  of  to  the  court  of  Hanover,  intimating, 
that  the  success  of  this  enterprise  must  naturally  end  in  an 
entail  of  tiie  British  crovi^n  upon  that  illustrious  house.  He 
wrote  also  several  pamphlets  'in  support  of  the  prince  of 
Orange'n  designs,  which  were  reprinted  at  London  in  1689, 
in  JSvo^  under  the  title  of  ^  A  Collection  of  eighteen  Pa* 
Piers  relating  to  the- affairs  of  Church  and  State  dnring  the 
Reign  of  King  James  11.  &€." :  And  .when  his  highness 
undertook  the  expedition  to  England^  our  author  accom* 
panijpd  him  as  his  chaplain,  *  notwithstanding  the  particular 
ckeumstances  of  danger  to  which  he  was  thereby  exposed. 
At; Exeter,  after  the  prince's  landing,  he  drew  up  the  asr 
SQci^tion  for  pursuing  the  ends  of  his  highnes^^s  declarv* 
tion<  During  these  transactions,  Dr.  Crew,  bishop  of  Dur^ 
ham,  who  had  rendered  himself  obnoxious  by  the  part  be 
h^  acted  in  the  high-commissk>n  court,  having  proposed 
tO;the  prince  of  Orange  to  resign  his  bishopric  .in  favour  c^ 
Dr.  Burnet,  on  condition  of  an  allowance  of  lOOOJ.  per 
annum  out  of  the  revenue,  our  author  refased  to  accept  it 
OA  those  terms.  But  king  WiUiam  had  not  been  many 
day3  on  the  throne  before  Dr.  Burnet  was  advanced  to  the 
see  of  Salisbury,  and  consecrated  March  3 1,  iM9  *.  Our 
prelate  had.sGareeLy  taken  his  )ieat  in  the  houae  of  lords, 
when  be  distinguished  himself  by  declaring  for  moderate 
measures  with  regard'  to  the  clergy  wht>  scrupled  to  take 
the  oaths,. and  for  a  toleration  of  the  protestant  diss^oitera  $ 
and  when  the  bill  for  declaring  the  rights  and  privileges  of 
the.  subject,  and  settling  the  succesMon  of  the  croivn,  was 
brought  into  parliament, « he  was  the  person  appointed  by 
king  William  to  propose  nammg  the  duchess  (afterwards 
eJlt^tress)  of  Brunswick,   next  in   succession  after  the 

*  His  iMograplKr  teUs  ut,  V  be  «hs  .  when  lie  watted  en  the  queen,  the  Beid« 

80  littte  Anxious  after  bis  owe  prefer-  sbe  boped  he  wotild  now  put  in  practfce^ 

mentf  tliat,  when  thebiibopric  ei  Salii*  those  .notions  with  which  he  haid  takOA 

bmy  became  .void,  as  it  did  soon  after  the  liberty  often  to  eotenain  her,    Th#^ 

king  WiUlam  and  queen  Mary  were  bishop  informs  us  farther,  that  arch* 

e^blished  on  the  throne,  he  solicited  bishop  Sancroft  refuse^  to  consecrmtq 

fW'tt  in  fitroor  of  his  old  A-iend  Dr.  him,  and  for  some  days  seemed  dMor* 

.Uoyd,  then  ^ishop  of  St  Asaph ;"  and  mined  to  venture  iQCurriof  a  ptyipwu^ 

that  *<  the  king  answered  him  in  a  cold  mrt^  rather  than  Obey  the  mandate 

way,  *  That  he  had  another  person  in  fer  consecratiOD  %  bac  at  last  h»  grsMt^^ 

view  i>  and  the  next  day  he  himself  ed  a  commission  to  a|^  the  bishope  ^ 

was    nominated   to  that   see."     The  his  province,  or  to  any  three  of  them, 

bishop  himself  tells  us,  the  king  named  ih  ooi4^<><^^<*"  ^^  *^*  blShep  of  i  Lbw- 

\m  toibatsee  in  terms  m»re  obliging  don,   to   exercise  ^his  -metropQlitMl 

than  usually  fell  from  him  i  and  Ibst,  authority  dttrjBig  pleaswt,'   , 
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pfinc^M  of  Denmark  and^ber  issue ;  and  when  this  succes^ 
irioa  afterwards  took  place,  he  had  the  bonoar  of  being 
cbainsan  of  the  committee  to  whom  the  bill  was  referred. 
This  made  him  considered  by  the  house  of  Hanover  as 
one  firmly  attached  to  their  interests,  and  engaged  him  in 
an  epistolary  correspondence  with  the  princess  Sophia; 
which  lasted  to  her  death.  This  year  bishop  Burnet  ad- 
dressed a  '^  Pastoral  Letter*^  to  the  clergy  of  his  diocese^ 
eoncerniog  the  oaths  of  allegiance  and  supremacy  to  king 
William  and  queen  Mary  ;  in  which  haying  grounded  their 
fil^esties  title  to  the  crown  upon  the  right  uf  conquest, 
some  membcN^  of  both  houses  took  such  offence  at  it,  that 
about  three  years  after,  they  procured  an  order  for  burning 
the  book  by  the  hands  of  the  common  executioner.  After 
the  session  of  parliament  was  over,  the  bishop  went  down 
io  his  diocese,  whei^e^  by  his  pious,  prudent,  and  vigilant 
iUseharge  of  the  episcopal  functions,  he  gained  universal 
Mteem. 

A^  we  have  before  given  some  account  of  his  conduct  sar 
Ik  pavtsb  priest,  and  as  professor  of  divinity,  it  is  no  less 
ne^iessary  to  specify  some  particulars  of  his  management 
t^ben  in  this  higher  station* 

As  he  bad  always  looked  upon  Confirmation  as  the  Kke'« 
li^t  means  «f  reviving  a  spirit  of  Christianity,  he  wrote  a 
shbrt  "  Direetory)*'  for  preparing  the  youth  upon  such 
OjficasiOns,  and  sent  copies  of  it,  some  months  before^ 
liaod,  to  the  minister  of  every  parish  where  he  intended  to 
confirm*  Every  summer^  he  made  a  tour,  for  siK  week^ 
dr  two  months,  through  some  district  of  his  bifibopi-tc,  daily 
j^rMbohing  and  confirming  from  church  to  churbh,  so  as,  in 
tb^  compciss  of  three  years  {besides  his  triennial  visitation), 
to  go  through  all  the  principal  livings  of  bis  diocese.  In 
these  circuits  he  entertained  all  the  clergy  that  attended 
upon  him»  at  his  own  expesce,  and  held  conferences  yi'uiii 
tiiem  upon  the  chief  beads  of  divinity.  During  his  resi-^ 
d^nce  at  Salisbury^  he  constantly  preached  a  Thursday's 
lecture,  founded  at  St.  Thomases  cburob :  he  likewise 
preached  and  confirmed,  every  Sunday  morning,  in  some 
ebajrcb  ot  that  cityv  or  of  the  neighbourhood  rouaii  about 
it;  and,  in  the  evening,  he  had  a  lecture  in  his  own 
cb^pi^li  wherein  he  explained  some  .portion  of  scripture* 
£v«fry  week,  during  the  season  of  Lent^  be  catechised  the 
youth  of  the  two  great  schools  in  the  cathedral  church,  and 
instructed  them  in  order  for  confirmation.    He  endeavour* 
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ed$  as^EBuch  a»  possible,  ta  reform  the  abases  of  the  bishopry 
coiisistotial  court.  No  part  of  the  episcopal*  office  waai 
more  strictly  "attended  to  by  faim,  than  the  examination  of 
candidates  for  holy  orders.  He  examined  them  himself 
as  to  the  proofs  of  the  Christian  religion,  the  authority  of 
the  scriptures,  and  the  nature  of  the  gospel  covenant ;  and, 
a  day  or  two  before  ordinatidn,  he  submitted  ail  those  whom: 
he  bad  accepted  to  the  examination  of  the  dean  and  pre-* 
bendaries.  As  the  qualification  of  clergymen  for  the  pas- 
toral care  was  always  uppermost  in  his  thoughts,  be  insti-' 
tuted  at  Salisbury  a  little  nursery  of  students  in  divinity,' : 
being  ten  in  number,  to  each  of  whom  he  allowed  a  salary 
of:  thirty  pounds  a  year.  Once  every  day  he  examined  theif 
progress  in  learning,  and  gave  them  a  lecture  on  some 
speculative  or  practical  point  of  divinity,  or  some  part  of 
the « pastoral  function^  But  this  foundation  being  consi* 
dered  as  reflecting  upon  the  method  of  education  at  the 
universities,  he  was  prevailed  upon,  after  some  years,  to 
Jay  it  wholly  aside.  He  was  a  warm  and  constant  enemy 
to  pluralities,  where  non-residence  was  the  consequence  of 
them,  and  in  some  cases  hazarded  a  suspension,  rather 
than  give  institution.  In  the  point  of  residence,  he  was 
so  strict,  that  he  immediately  dismissed  his  own  chaplains, 
upon  their  preferment  to  a  cure  of  souls.  He  exerted  the 
principle  of  toleration,  which  was  deeply  rooted  in  him,  in 
favour  of  a  nonjuring  meeting-house  at  Salisbury,  which 
he  obtained  the  royal  permission  to  connive  at;  and  thi«i 
spirit  of  moderation  brought  over  several  dissenting  families 
of  bis  diooese  to  the  communion  of  the  church.         ^ 

In  1692, he  published  a  treatise,  entitled  "The  Pastoral 
Care,"  in  which  the  duties  of  the  clergy  are  laid  down  withi 
great  strictness,  and  enforced  with  no  less  2eai  and  warmths 
The  next  year  came  out  his  "  Four  Discourses  to  th^ 
CUergy  c^  hm  Dioces€«"  In  1&94,  our  author  preached  thid 
funeral  sermon  df  archbishop  Tillotson,  with  whom  he  had' 
long  kept  up  >an  intimate  acquaintance  and  friendship,  aiid 
whose  memory  be  defended  in  •*  A  Vindication  of  Abp. 
TillotsoD,''  1696.  The  death  of  queen  Mary,  which  hapj. 
pened  the  year  folk) wing,  drew  from  our  author's  pen  that 
**  Essay  on  her  character,'^  which  her  uncommon  talents 
mexited  at  the  bands. of  a  pecson  who  enjoyed  so  bigfam 
degree  of  her  favour  and  confidence.  After  the  decease 
of  th^t  princess,  through  whose  hands  the  affairs  and  pro«» 
m(^ions  of  .the  church  had  wholly  passed,  our  prelate  was 
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one  of  die  eedesiasticai  ceBumsdon  appoiolM  by  the  kitfg 
to  recoDiBiend  to  all  bishopiicsy  demries,  and  other  tA€$tA 
l^nefices  in  bis  majetty's  gift. 

In  1 698  the  bishop  kst  his  wife  by  the  small-pox ;  bot 
the  consideration  of  the^  tender  age  of  his  children,  and 
his  own  avocations^  soon  induced  him  to  supply  that  losa 
by  a jnarriage  with  Mvs«  Berkley^.  'This  year  he  was  ap- 
pointed preceptor  tdihis  highness  the  duke  of  Gloticester^ 
and  employed  great  caie  in.  4he  education  of  that  young 
prince. .  In  1609  our  author  published  his  ^^  Exposition  of 
the  Thirty^nine  Ardcles'of  die  Chuveh  of  England."  Thi9 
work^was.ceoaured  by  the  lower,  house  of  convocation  ii^* 
li701>,  first,  as^lowing  a  diversity  of  opinions,  wbidi  the 
Articles  were  Aaoied  to  prevent;  2dly,  as  containing  many 
passages  contrary  to  the  true  meaning  of  the  Articles^  and 
to  other  received  <}octrines'  of  our  church ;  and,  3dly,  -as 
containing  some  things  of -pernicious  consequence  to  the 
church,  jand  derogatory  from  the  honour  of  the  reforma* 
tion :  but  that  bouse  refusing  to  enter  into  particulars,  un* 
l^s  they  might  at  the  same  time  offer  some  other  matters 
tQ  the  upper  house,  which  the  bishops  would  not  admit  of^ 
the  affair  was  droppeid.    The  ^^  Exposition"  waaattaoked, 

'*  This  lady,  the  eldest  daa|;ht^r  of  irhich  she  afterwards  finished  and  pub-  , 

mr  Richard  Blake,  kaigbt,  and  of  £U^  fished,  entitled  "  A  method  of  Devo*  * 

sabeth,  th«  daughter  of  Dr.  Bathunt^  tion  t  •  or,  Jlnlet  for  holy  and  devout  ' 

an  jeminent  physician  in  London,  was  living  f  with  prayers  on  several  occa* 

bom  the  8th  of  November,  1661.    At  sions,  and  adrioes  and  devotions  for 

a  little  ooore  than  seventeen  years  of  the  holy  Sacrament,"  in  octavo.   Thii 

age  she  wasjuarried  to  Robert  Berkley  '  piece,  has  been  so  well  received,  aa  tA  - 

of  Spetchly,  in  the  county  of  Wor-  run  through  three  editions.    After  con- 

cester,   e^q.  grandson'  Of   sir  Robert  tinning  a  widow  near  seven  years,  she 

Berkley,  wbo^  was   a  judge   ia  king  was  married  to  the  bishop  of  Salisbory, 

Charles  the  First's  time.    Mr.  Berl^  who  was  so  sensible  of  her  worth  an4  • 

ley's  mother  was  a  papist,  but  Mr.  goodness,  that  he  committed  the  care 

Beiitiey  himself  a  protestantj  ^rhich  of  hia  childreB  entirely  to  her,  and  left 

put  Mrs.  Berkley  upon,  study ingJier  her  abaalute  mistress  of  har  9WB  foiw 

own  religion  more  fully,  and  obliged  tuna.    In  1707,  she  took  a  jonraey  to 

her  to  a  mere  than  ordinary  itridness  Spa  for  her  health,  and,  alter  her  re* 

in.  Iper  whole  conduct. .  In  king  Jfames's  turn,  feetned  to  be  much  raoovered  t 

time,  when  the  feai-s  of  popery  began  but  the  winter  following,    upon  tlie 

greatly  to  increase,  she  prevailed  with  breaking  of  the  frost  inJannary,  she 

her  hasband  to  settle  at  the  Hague  tiH  was  taken  with  a  plearitic  fever,  of 

the  reYo'iUtioB,^  when  they  returned  to  which  she  died  in  a  fow  days,  and  waa 

England.    In  1693,  she  lost  her  bus-  buried  at  Spetchly,  by  her  former  hua- 

band,    Mr.  Berkley,  who  was  buried  band.    She  was  a  lady,  io  erery  re* 

with  his.  ancestors  at  Spetchly.    After  qtect,  of  most  exempii^  lifo  and  gob* 

his  death,  she  perfected  the  hospital  at .  varsatioa.    See  *'  An  Account  of  her 

Worcester,  %  the  erecting  of  which  prefixed  to  her  *  Method  of  Devotion,* 

b^  had  bequeathed  a  large  sura  of  mo-  Umd.  1713^  by  Dr.  T.  Ooodwysi  aflei^ 

■ey.   During  her  widowhood,  she  made  wardi  arehhiabop  of  Casbel." 
the  fifit  draught  of  that  pioos  treatise^  '  V 
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8ttpp09^  by  ])r.  WiHiam  Binokes;  io  a  piece  eatkled^^  Av^ 
p4?e|fi^ry^  ^iscomne  to  an  exi^imtioa  o£  ^  late  book,  en-  . 
titled  *  An  Exposition,  &c."*    London^  17Qf,   4to.     An 
answer  to  ^tbi^disoonrse  came  outitbe  year  following,  sa|i- 
posed  byDx*' John  Hoa^Uy,  primate  of  Ireland*     Dr.  Jo^ 
n,atban.( Edwards  likewise  attacked  our  author  in  a  piece 
entitled. ^^  The  Exposition .  ^ven.  fa^^  my  lord  bishop  of 
^mjim  uf  the  second  Article.  iOf.  our Jfteligioni  examined/' 
L^ijiot),  I702y  4tQ»    Jn  answer  to  , which  ?there  acppeared 
**,  fimmvk9-  QVk  the  fixavunist  «tf  the  £xpositi6ii/'  &c«  Loi{«* 
don,  170^L/   At  Ibe-  samis.  time,i  Mr.  Robert  Bntveobgli ' 
p^blish^d  'V  A  Vindioaition  of  the  tiyenty)-t)Hrd  Artiele< 'of ' 
lii^Ugioc^^  '.fvQia  a  )ate.  ExpositioD,  jmni^md  to  mf  iotAf 
bishop  Qf ;&arQm/*  ,  JMr«  Edmund flysitkewiise  publidhed^* 
iiH;  I704r,  (<  Reftscttons  on  a  late  £xp<isitk)n  of  the  Thirty>^'t 
nine  Articles^"  &f:«v4ito*    ^I'here  were  two  ioditions  of  the' 
Exposition,  infpiioy  the.sameyiear.-r^^In^  1704  the  scheme 
for«4he  augmeataiion.of  ptor  livings,. first  projected' 'by ' 
bishop.  Burnety' took  place,  andpaSsedanto^ao^M^tof  panr^ 
liULment.    In  1706,  be  publisJaied  a  collection  of  ^<  Sermons^' 
a))d  ;PampbletSvV<  3  vols.  4to;  in<  1710,  an  ^^Eocposidbn 
ofbihe  Church   Catechism;^'  aAdincl7«^3^  <<  Sermons -on* 
several  occasions,"  with  an  "  Essay  towards  a  new  book  of 
Hotn^i'es/',    Tbis^ leathed  ;  and;\«aiil;i^nt  p^eI4M:i|^i^^  the. 
17l;b  of  March  i7I:4*15)  in  the  sevenHy •second  .year  of  his^ 
age,  and  was  interred  in  the  ()arisb-churcb  pf  St.  James  ^ 
C^lerkenwcUi  in  Lpndpn*     Since  his  death,  his  ^VHistory 
oJP  his  own  Time,"  with  an<  accomii  of  his  life  annexed.* 
w;^  published  in  2  vols.  foL  b.ut  the  best  jeditio^  .is  that  of 
l,7i^3^  4  vols.  &VQ,  edited  by  the  rev.  J)r.  Elexman,  with* 
the  life  enlarged,  and  a  very  laree  catalo^e  of  his.publi- 
cf^JIQus,  tp  wbipb , soma  trifling  Editions  w«)re.made  in  the' 
last  edition  of  the  Biographia  Britanntca; 
.  As  it  would  lead  MS,  after  so  long  ah  account  of  the  facts 
of  X)ic..Bumet*s  lite,,  into  an  article  perhaps  yet  longer, 
were  we  to  enter  on  the.  controversy  so  ably  and  sq  fr^-, 
qpently  repeatied  r^^specting  th^  veracity  of  bis  *'  History 
of  his  own  Time,"  we  shall  only  notice,  that  as  the  strong 
paitty  z^alwbich  prevailed  at  the  beginning  of  the  last  cen-r.' 
tury  becomes  either  less^  or  of  less  importance  to  be  re* 
vj[ved,  bishop  Burnett's  works  seem  to  rise  in  public  estima- 
tix>n,^^  All  that  is  controversial,  indeed,  is  nearly  forgotten ; . 
but  his  History  of  the  Refornnation,  and  of  his  own  Time^ 
and  his  Lives  of  Rochester,  Bedell^  Hale^  &c.  aiFoird  a^ir 
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prospect  that  his  fume  will  yet  be  prolonged!  The  erents 
of  his  life  show  that  both  at  home  and  abroad  he  stood  high 
io  the  estimation  of  his  contemporaries,  and  bis  errors  and 
prejudices,  of  whatever  kind,  would  not  have  excited  so 
Biany  enemies  had  not  his  talents  given  him  an  unusuai 
degree  of  consequence  both  in  church  and  state.  On  th^ 
aoQect  of  his  public  character,  however,  we  shall  content 
ourselves  with  referring  to  our  authorities,  and  conclude 
this  article  with  some  particulars  of  his  private  habits^ 
which,  as  well  as  the  above  account  of  his  life,  stand  un^ 
contradicted,  and  surely  entitle  him  to  our  respect  ^. 

His  time,  we  are  tdid,  was  employed  in  one  regular  and 
ttniform  manner :  he  was  a  very  early  riser,  seldom  id  b^S 
later  than  five  or  six  o'clock  in  the  morning.  Private  me* 
ditation  took  up  the  two  first  hours,  and  the  last  half  hou^ 
of  the  day.  His  first  and  last  appearance  to  his  family 
was  at  the  morning  and  evening  prayers,  which  he  always 
read  himself,  though  his  chaplains  were  present.  He  took 
the  opportunity  of  the  tea-table  to  instruct  his  children  in 
religion^  and  in  giving  them  his  own  comment  upon  some 
portion  of  scripture.  He  seldom  spent  less  than  six,  often 
eight,  hours  a  day  in  his  study.  He  kept  an  open  table, 
in  which  there  was  plenty  without  luxury :  his  equipage 
was  decent  and  plain ;  and  all  his  expences  generous,  but 
not  profuse.  He  was  a  most  affectionate  husliand  to  his 
wives ;  and  his  love  to  his  children  expressed  itself,  not  so 
mnch  in  hoarding  up  weakb  for  them,  as  in  giving  them' 
the  best  education.  After  his  sons  bad  perfected  them-* 
selves  in  the  learned  languages,  under  private  tutors,  be 
sent  them  to  the  university,  and  afterwards  abroad,  to  finish 
their  studies  at  Leyden.  In  his  friendships  he  was  wanjfi, 
open«heavted,  and  constant ;  and  though  his  station  and 
principles  raised  him  many  enemies,  he  always  endek- 
voared,  by  the  kindest  good  offices,  to  repay  all  their  it^- 
juries,  and  overcome  them  by  returning  good  for  evil.-  He 
was  a  kind  and  bountiful  master  to  his  servants,  and  oblig- 
ing to  all  in  employment  under  him.     His  charities  were  a 


Thomas  Baker,  who  cannot  be  sii|i- 
pOMd  yery  friendly  to  Burneff  opi- 
niwiff  Myf  of  his  History  of  his  own 
Time,  Tol.  If.  "  His  life,  by  bis  son, 
is  the  best  part  of  the  book ;  which,  if 
it  may  be  depended  on,  shews  him  to 
liave  beei»  a  creai,  and  do  bad  man  i 
tad  I  cannot  forbear  thinking  that  his 


e»e«)i«t  have  blackmifd  him  beyond* 
what  be  deserved.  1  have  reason  to 
speak  well  of  him,  for  he  treated  me 
with  gnsat  humanity,  as  his  letters. to 
me  will  shew.>^-*-l«tur  in  the  Bodleian 
library.  See  more  from  Mr.  Baker  t* 
the  same  pnrpote,  Oent,  Mu •  JJLL 

p.  ira«.         '^  .     .   • 
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.principal  article  of  liis  ezpence.    He  gave  an  hundred 

Eouodsat  a  time  for  the  augmentation  of  small  livings  :  h^ 
estovired  constant  pensions  on  poor  clergymen  and  their 
widoivs,  on  students  for  their  education  at  the  universitieSf 
and  on  industrious,  but  unfortunate  families :  he  contri- 
buted  frequent  sums  towards  the  repairs  or  building  of 
cbuirches  and  parsonage-houses^  to  all  public  collection^ 
to  the  support  of  charity-schools  (one  of  which,  for  fifty 
children  at  Salisbury,  was  wholly  maintained  by  him),  an4 
to  the  putting  out  apprentices  to  trades.  Nor  were  hiy 
alms  confined  to  one  nation,  sect,  or  party ;  but  want,  and 
merit,  in  the  object,  were  the  only  measures  of  his  libe- 
rality. He  looked  upon  himself,  with  regard  to  his  epis- 
cppal  revenue,  as  a  mere  trustee  for  the  church,  bound  to 
^;^peDd  the  whole  in  a  decent  maintenance  of  his  station, 
find  in  acts  of  hospitality  and  charity ;  and  he  had  so  faith- 
fully balanced  this  account,  that,  at  his  death,  no  more  of 
the  iiK!ome  of  his  bishopric  remained  to  his  family  than  ^as 
barely  sufficient  to  pay  his  debts.  ^ 

^    BURNET  (Wiluam),  eldest  son  of  the  preceding,  was 

.educated   privately  at  first,  and  when  perfected  iri.  the 

iearoed  languages,  was  removed  to  the  university  of  Canst- 

Jbridge,  where  he. was  admitted  a  gentlepian  commoner  of 

Trinity  college.    In  1706  be  was^ent  with  bis  two  younger 

brothers  abroad,  to  finish  his. studies  at   Lqyden;   from 

whence  he  appears  to  have,  made  a  tour  through  Germany, 

^Switzerland,  and  Italy.     By  his  own  choice  he  was  bred 

to  the  law;  but  it  is  uncertain  w:hether  he  practised  at  the 

Jbar.     In  1720  he  was  one  of  the  unhappy  persons  wh.o 

imffered  greatly  in  the  infatuation  of  the  South- Sea  schem^. 

Ue  had,  however,  a  place  in  the  revenue,  of  twelve  huu- 

dred  pounds  a  year;  but,  being  desirous  of  retrieving  his 

fortune,  he  quitted  that  post,  and  was  appointed  governor 

of  New  York  and  the  Jerseys.     In  this  station  his  conduct 

f n  general  was  veiy  acceptable  to  those  colonies,  and  ajp- 

piroved  of  in  England.     After  the  accession  of  king  George 

the  Second,  in  order  to  provide  for  a  gentleman  who  was 

understood  to  be  in  particular  esteem  with  his  majesty, 

Mr.  Burnet  was  removed  from  the  governments  of  New 

•  Biog.  Brit,  and  Life,  by  Flexman.— Sfift's  Works.    See   TiH!ex.-^TCeal'i 

tHiritaai.    See  Index. — Letters  from,  in  Granger's  Letters  published  bf  JHfr^ 

'  Malcolm.— Laiog*t  Hist,  of  Scotland,  vol.  IV.  p.  390,  397.— Gent.  May.  rol. 

'  LVllh  p.  853,  952;  LXL  p.  725,  788.— Whiston's  Life.     See  Indeii.— Birch't 

'  4*illoJtMn.-«-Nidiols's  Atterbury.    See  Index. — Bowyer. — Apthorp's  Letters  ob 

^  jprtvaknot  of  Cbri9tiMiityS*^I>alryBiple*s  Memoirs,  p.  ^4,  n^t^  &c.  See. 


S«8«  B  if  II  N  E  T^ 

Y6rk  and  the  Jerseys  to  those  of  the  Massachusets  anci''' 
New  Hampshire.     This  change  wa$  highly  disagreeable; 
and  he  considered  it  as  a  great  hardship  to  be  obliged  to 
part  with  posts  that  were  very  profitable,  fbr  such  as  would- 
afford  hitn,  at  best,  only  a  decent  support ;  and  to  leave 
ao  easy  administration  for  one  which  he  foresaw  would  be ' 
extremely  troublesome.'    Of  this  he  complained   to  his 
friends^  and  it  had  a  visibli  effect  uj>on  his  spirits.'    On  the  J 
ISth  of  July,  1728,  he  arrived  at  Boston,  arid  was  received  _ 
With  unusual  pomp.     Hivihg  been  instructed  from  Eng- 
landf^to  insist  oh  a  fixed  salary's' being  settled  upon  him  as  ' 
gov^rmdr,  he  adhered  to  his  instructions  with  such  unabated 
vigour  and  perseverance,  as  involved  himf  in  the  warmest 
disputes  with   the  general  assembly  of  the  proviiice.'    A 
large  detail  of  these  contests  nrtay  be  seen  in  Mr.  Kutcliiri-  ' 
8on*s  History  of  Massachtisets^'  Bay,  fronA  which  Mr.  Bur- 
net's abilities,  firmness,  arid  spirit  will  appear  in  a  striking 
light.     Being  deprived  of  his  salary,  by  refusing  to  receive 
it  in  the  mode  proposed  by  the  assembly,  atid  having  tiy 
that  means  been  driven  to  such  straits  as  obliged  himto~^ 
apply  to  the  assistance  of  his  friends  for  the  support  of  hT^  ^ 
faknily,  he  thought  he  might  be  justified  in  establishing  a '^ 
fee  and  perquisite  wbieh  hid.  never  been  knovm  in  me  , 
pi^ince  before.     At  New  York,  all  vessels  took  frdiD  thfe  ^ 
governor  a  pass,  or  permission  foir  sailmg  out  of  the^faki^-'i 
bour,  which,  though  it  had  no  foundation  in  law,  was  Vub- 
mkced  to  without  complaint.     The  same  disposition  did  ' 
not  prevail  in  the  inhabitants  of  Boston.    The  fee  whi^h  '* 
Mr.  Burnet  imposed  on  the  ships,  for  their  passes,'  being 
cotnplained  of  to  the  king  and  council  as  illegal  and  op- 
pressive, it  was   immediately  disapproved.     In  ail  other 
respects  his  administration  was  unexceptionable,  but  this 
controversy  with  the  general  assembly  made  a  great  im-  ^ 
pression  upon  his  mind.     In  the  latter  end  of  August,  11^29;;  ' 
he  was  seized,  at  Boston,  with  a  fever,  which  carried  hini-  ' 
off  on  the  7th  of  September,  and  the  assembly  ordered  ' 
him   a  very 'honourable   funeral  at  the  public  expence. 
Though  he  had  been  steady  and  inflexible  in  his  adherence 
to  his  instructions,  he  discovered  nothing  of  a  grasping 
avaricious  temper.     His   superior   talents,  and   free  and 
easy  mariner  of  communicating  his  sentiments,  rendered 
him  the  delight  of  men  of  setise  and  learning;  and  hii  ; 
right  of  precedence  in  all  companies,  facilitated  his  natural* 
disposition  to  take  a  great  lead  in  conversation.     Hb  own 
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account  of  hisgeniiu^was,  tb^it  was  late  before  it'budded;' 
aad  tbat,  until  he  was  nearly  twenty  years  of  age,  bis  fa- 
ther despaired  of  his  ever  making  any  figure  in  life.  ThiS| 
Serhaps,  might  proceed  from  the  exact  discipline  of  the 
ishop*s  family,  not  calculated  alike  for  every  temper.  To 
long  and  frequent  religious  services  at  home  in  his  youth, 
Mr.  Burnet  would  sometimes  pleasantly  attribute  bis  indis- 
position to  a  scrupulous  attendance  on  public  worship* 
Mr.  Bumef  s  first  lady  was  a  daughter  of  Dr.  George  Stan- 
hope, dean  of  Canterbury,  and  was  a' woman  equally  dis- 
tinguished for  her  beauty,  wit,  good*humour,  singing,  and 
various  accomplishments.  Her  sense  will  appear  from  the 
following  anecdote:  When  she  was  dying,  beiftg  worn 
out  with  a  long  and  painful  sickness,  as  they  rubbed  her 
temples  with  Hungary  water,  in  her  last  faintings,  she- 
begged  them  not  to  do  it,  for  '^  that  it  would  make  her 
bair  gray/'  Mr.  William  Burnet  was  the  author  of  a  tract 
entitled  "  A  View  of  Scripture  Prophecy."  * 

BURNET  (Gilbert),  the  bishop's  second  son,  bad  the 
^  aaine  advantages  of  education  with  his  elder  brother,  hav-' 
log  a  distinct  tutor  both  at  home  and  the  university.     He 
pursued  his  studies,  likewise,  for  two  years  at  Leyden.  At 
OjKford  he  was  admitted  a  commoner  of  Mertpn  college ;  > 
biit  how  long  he  studied  there  we  are  not  informed,  nor  . 
what  degree  be  took.     Having  entered  into  holy  orders,  we 
find  ^im  a  chaplain  in  ordinary  toihis  majesty  so  early  as  in  . 
1718,  when  he  could  not  be  thirty  years  of  age. .   He  is  said 
to  have  been  a  contributos  to  Hibernicus's  Letters,  a  pe- 
riodical paper  carried  on  at  Dublin  in.  the  years  1725, 1T26,  ; 
and  1727  :  and  we  believe  there  is  no  doubt  of  his  having  . 
been  one  of  the  writers  of  another  valuable  paper,  entitled 
^  The  Free-thinker,^*  which  was  afterwards,  collected  into 
three  volumes,   12mo.     In  the   Hoadlian  controversy  he 
was  an  able  assistant  to  the  eminent  prelate  from  whom  that  < 
.controversy  received  its  denomination.    Three  pieces  were  < 
published  by  Mr.  Burnet  on  this  occasion,  the  first  of  which.  ^ 
was,  '^  A  Letter  to  the  rev.  Mr.  Trapp,  occasioned  by  his   . 
Sermon  on  the  real  Nature  of  the  Church  and  Kingdom  o0 
Christ ;"  the  second,  **  An  Answer  to  Mr.  Law's  Letter  to   ^ 
tfafe  Lord  Bishop  of  Bangor ;''  and  the  third,  *^  A  full  and 
free  examination  of  several  important  points  relating  to    . 
Charch*Authority,  the  Christian  Priesthood,  the  positive 
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IiutitutioDS  of  tbe  Christian  Religion^  and  Cburch^Com- 
munioo,  in  answer  to  the  notions  and  principles  contained  • 
iu  Mr.  Law's  second  Letter  to  the  lord  bishop  of  Bangor.'* 
Dr.  Hoadly  considered  our  author  as  one  of  his  best  de- 
fenders. In  1719  Mr.  Burnet  published  an  abridgment  of 
the  third  volume  of  his  father's  History  of  tbe  Reformation. 
If  he  had  not  been  cut  off  in  early  life,  there  is  no  doubt 
but  that  he  would  have  made  a  distinguished  figure  in  the 
literary  world ;  and  it  is  probable  that  be  would  have  risen 
to  a  high  rank  in  the  church.  Tbe  Gilbert  Burnet  who 
abridged  the  Boylean  Lectures  was  another  person. ' 

BURNET  (Thomas)^  the  third  and  youngest  son  of  tbe 
bishop,  had  an  education  equally  advantageous  with  tba^t 
of  his  two  elder  brothers.  When  he  had  acquired  a  suf- 
ficient preparation  of  grammatical  learning,  be  was  seat 
to  the  university  of  Oxford,  where  he  became  a  commoner 
of  Merton-college.  After  this,  he  studied  two  y^ars  ajt 
Leyclen,  from  whence  he  seems  to  have  made  a  tour 
through  Germany,  Switzerland,  and  Italy.  Having  chosen 
the  profession  of  the  law^  he  was  entered  at  the  Temple^ 
where  he  appears  to  have  contracted  wildness  of  disposition^ 
and  irregularity  of  conduct.  To  this  part  of  his  cbars^cter 
there  are  frequent  allusions  in  the  satirical  publications  of 
the  times :  and  particularly  in  Dr.  Arbutbnot's  notes  ^id 
memorandums  of  the  six  days  preceding  the  death  of  ^ 
right  reverend  prelate.  Mr.  Thomas  Buruet  was  even 
suspected  of  being  one  of  the  Mohocks  mentioned  in.  the 
Spectator,  whose  extravagant  and  cruel  exploits  made 
much  noise,  and  excited  no  small  degree  of  terror  at  that 

{period.  Swift,  in  one  of  his  letters  to  Stella,  has  the  folr 
owing  passage :  '^  Young  Davenant  was  telling  us,  how 
he  was  set  upon  by  the  Mohocks,  and  how  they  ran  big 
chair  through  with  a  sword.  It  is  not  safe  being  in  the 
ftreets .  at  night.  The  bishop  of  Salisbury's  son  is  said 
to  be  of  the  gang.  They  are  all  whigs.  A  great  lady 
sent  to  me,  to  speak  to  her  father,  aud  to  lord  treasurer^ 
to  have  a  care  of  tbem,  and  to  be  careful  likewise  of  my* 
self;  for  she  heard  they  bad  malicious  intentions  against 
the  ministry  and  their  friends.  I  know  not  whether  there 
be  any  thing  in  this,  though  others  are  of  the  same  opi-> 
nion."  The  report  concerning  Mr.  Burnet  nugbt  be 
groundless ;  but  it  is  certain  that  his  time  was  not  wholly 
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Spent  in  dissipation;  for,  being  warmly  devoted  to  the 
caiJise  of  the  whigs,  he  commenced  political  writer  against 
the  administration  of  the  four  last  years  of  queen  Anne* 
No  less  than  seven  pamphlets  of  this  kind,  though  without 
his  name,  were  written  by  him,  in  1712  and  1713.  His 
first  was  entitled  "  A  Letter  to  the  People,  to  be  left  for 
them  at  the  Booksellers ;  with  a  word  or  two  of  the  Band- 
box Plot."  This  small  tract  is  drawn  up  in  short  para- 
graphs, after  the  manner  of  Mr.  Asgill ;  but  not  in  ridicule 
of  that  author^  who  is  spo/ken  of  in  terms  of  high  com- 
mendation. Another  piece  of  Mr.  Burnet's  was:  "Our 
Ancestors  as  wise  as  we,  or  ancient  Precedents  for  modern 
Facts,  in  answer  to  a  Letter  from  a  noble  Lord ;"  which 
was  followed  by  "  The  History  of  Ingratitude,  or  a  second 
Part  of  ancient  Precedents'  for  modern  Facts,"  wherein 
many  instances  are  related,  chiefly  from  the  Greek  and 
Homan  histories,  of  the  ungrateful  treatment  to  which  the 
most  eminent  public  characters  have  been  exposed  ;  and 
the  whole  is  applied  to  the  case  of  the  duke  of  Marlbo- 
rough, A  subsequent  publication,  that  had  likewise  a  re- 
ference to  the  conduct  of  the  ministry  towards  the  same 
great  general,  and  which  was  dedicated  to  hiito,  was  en- 
titled "  The  true  Character  of  an  honest  Man,  especiallj^ 
with  relation  to  public  Affairs.**  Another  of  Mr.  Burnet'a 
tracts,  which  was  called  "  Truth/ if  you  can  find  it;  or  a 
Character  of  the  present  Ministry  and  Parliament,"  wa§ 
entirely  of  an  ironical  nature,  and  sometimes  the  irony- 
is  well  supported.  But  oiir  author's  principal  political 
pamphlet,  during  the  period  we  are  speaking  of)  was,  *'A 
cer^flm  Information  of  a  certain  Dhcoursey  that  happened 
at  a  certain  Gentleman's  House,  in  a  certain  County: 
,  written  by  a  certain  Person  then  present ;  to  a  certain 
"Friend  now  at  London  ;  from  whence  you  may  collect  the 
great  Certainty  of  the  Account."  This  is  a  dialogue  in 
defence  of  the  principles  and  conduct  of  the  whigs ;  arid 
it  gave  such  offence  to  queen  Anne's  Tory  ministry,  that 
.on  account  of  it,  Mr.  Burnet  was  taken  into  custody  iii 
January  1712-13.  He  wrote,  also,  **  Some  new  Proofs 
by  which  it  appears  that  the  Pretender  is  truly  James  the 
Third ;"  in  which,  from  the  information,  we  suppose,  of 
his  father,  he  gives  the  same  account,  in  substance,  of  the 
Pretender's  birth,  that  was  afterwards  published  in  the 
bishop's  History  of  his  own  Time.  What  Mr.  Burnet  en- 
deavours to  make  out  is^  that  three  supposititious  children 
Vol.  VIL  C  c 
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were  introduced  ;  and  consequently,  that  the  ^'  Pretender 
was  James  the  Third  ;*'  or,  to  put  it  more  plainly,  '<  the 
third  pretended  James.''  Whilst  our  young  author,  not- 
withstanding bis  literary  application  and  engagements,  still 
continued  his  wild  courses,  it  is  related,  that  his  father 
one  day  seeing  him  uncommonly  grave,  asked  what  he 
was  meditating.  ^<  A  greater  work,-'  leplied  the  son, 
*'  than  your  lordship^s  History  of  the  Reformation." 
^  What  is  that,  Tom  ?"  "  My  own  reformation,  my 
lord."  ^*  I  shall  be  heartily  glad  to  see  it,"  said  the  bi« 
shop,  '^  but  almost  despair  of  it."  This^  howevcir,  was 
happily  accomplished,  though,  perhaps,  not  during,  the 
life  of  the  good  prelate,  and  Mr.  Burnet  became  not  only 
one  of  the  best  lawyers  of  his  time,  but  a  very  respectable 
character.  After  the  accession  of  king  George  the  First, 
he  wrote  a  letter  to  the  earl  of  Halifax,  on  ^'  the  Necessity 
of  impeaching  the  late  Ministry,"  in  which  he  urges  the 
point  with  great  zeal  and  warmth,  and  shews  the.  utmost 
dislike  of  treating  with  any  degree  of  lenity,  a  set  of  men 
whose  conduct,  in  his  opinion,  deserved  the  severest  pu- 
nishment. He  insists  upon  it,  that  the  makers  of  the  treaty 
of  Utrecht  ought  to  answer  for  their  treasons  with  their 
beads*  The  letter  to  the  earl  of  Halifax,  which  appeared 
with  Mr.  Burnet's  name,  was  foUou'ed  by  an  anonymous 
treatise,  entitled  '^  A  second  Tale  of  a  Tub  ;  or  the 
History  of  Robert  Powel  the  Puppet- Showman."  This 
work,  which  is  a  satire  on  the  earl  of  Oxford  and  his  mi- 
nistry, and  is  far  from  being  destitute  of  wit  and  humour,  hath 
never  had  the  good  fortune  (nor,  indeed,  did  it  deserve 
it,)  of  being  read  and  admired  like  the  original  ^^  Tale  of 
a  Tub."  The  author  himself,  in  the  latter  part  of  his  life, 
wished  it  to  be  forg^otteu;  for  we  are  well  informed  that 
he  sought  much  for  it,  and  purchased  such  copies  as  he 
could  meet  with,  at  a  considerable  price.  Soon  after  his 
father's  death,  he  published  ^^  A  Character  of  the  right 
reverend  father  in  God,  Gilbert  lord  bishop  of  Sarum ; 
with  a  true  copy  of  his  last  Will  and  Testament."  In  ri- 
dicule of  this  publication,  was  printed  in  Hudibrastic 
verse,  and  with  a  very  small  portion  of  merit,  "  A  certain 
dutiful  Son's  Lamentation  for  the  Death  of  a  certain  right 
reverend ;  with  the  certain  Particulars  of  certain  Sums  and 
Goods  that  are  bequeathed  him,  which  he  will  mostcertoMy 
part  with  in  a  certain  time."  In  17 1 .5,  Mr.  Burnet,  in  con- 
junction with  Mr.  Ducket,  wrote  a  travestie  of  the  first  book 
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«f  the  Iliad,  under  th^  title  of  ^^  Homerides  ;'*  which  eiEposeid 
him  to  the  lash  of  Mr.  Pope,  and  occasioned  that  great  poet 
to  give  him  a  place,  though  not  with  reoiarkable  severity, 
in  the  Dunciad.     He  was  hkewise  concerned  in  a  weekly 
paper,  called  ^  The  Grumbler.'^     He  was,  however,  soon 
taken  from  these  literary  occupations,  by  being  appointed, 
his  majesty's  consul  ac  Lisbon,  where  he  coiotinued  se- 
veral years.     Whilst  he  wa^  in  this  situation,  he  had  a 
dispute  with  lord  Tyrawley,  the  ambassador,  in  which  the 
merchants  sided  with  Mr«  Burnet.     During  the  .continuance 
of  the  dispute,  the  consul  took  an  odd  oiethod  of  affronting 
his  antagonist.     Elmpioying  the  same  taylor,  and  having 
learned  what  dress  his  lordship  intended  to  wear  on  a  birth* 
day,  Mr.  Burnet  provided  the  same  dress  as  liveries  for 
his  servants,  and  appeared  himself  in  a .  plain  suit.    It.  is 
said,    that  in  consequence  of  this  quarrel    (though  how 
truly,  may,  perhaps,    be  doubted),   the   ambassador  and 
consul  were  both  recalled.'    Upon  Mr.  Burnet's  return  to 
•bis  country,  he  resumed  the  profession  of  the  law.     In 
1723,    he  published,  with  a  few  explanatory  notes,  the 
first  volume  of  his  father's  *^  History  of  his  own  Time;" 
and,  in  1732,  wrote  some  remarks  in  defence  of  that  his* 
iory,  in  answer  to  lord  Lansdowne^s '  letter  to  the  author 
of  the  ^*  Reflections  historical  and  political."     When  Mr. 
Burnet  gave  to  the  public,  in  1734,  the  second  volume 
of  the  bishop's  history,  he  added  to  it  the  life  of  that 
eminent  prelate.     In   Easter  term   17S6,  he  was  called 
to  the  degree  of  seijeant  at  law;  and^  in  May  1740,*  was 
appointed  king's  serjeant,  in  the  room  of  serjeant  Eyre, 
deceased.     When,  in  1741,  judge  Fortescue  was  raised 
to  the  mastership  of  the  rolls,  Mr.  Burnet,  in  the  month 
of  October  in  that  year,  succeeded  him  as  one  of  the  jus«« 
tices  of  the  court  of  common-pleas.     On  the  23d  of  Not- 
vember,  1745,  when  the  lord  chancellor,  the  judges,  and 
the  associated  gentlemen  of  tho  law,  waited  on  the  .king, 
with  their  address  on  occasion  of  the  rebellion,  his  majesty- 
conferred  upon  him  the  honour  of  knighthood.     He  was 
also  a  member  of  the  royal  society.  Sir  Thomas  Burnet  con^^- 
tinned  in  the  court  of  common^pleas,  with  great  reputation, 
to  his  death,  which  happened  on  the  5th  of  January,  1753. 
He  died  of  the  gout  in  his  stomach,  and  left  behind  him  the 
character  of  an  able  and  upright  judge,  a  sincere  friend,  a 
sensible  and  agreeable  companion,  and  a  munificeiit  bene** 
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factor  to  the  poor.  Dr.  Ferdinando  Waper,  in  his  dedication 
of  sir  Thomas  Morels  Life  to  the  then  lord  keeper  Henley, 
having  mentioned  that  Mr.  justice  Burnet  recommended 
to  him  the  translation  of  the  Utopia,  adds :  *^  of  whom  I 
take  this  opportunity  to  say  with  pleasure,  and  which  your 
lordship,  I  am  sure,  will  allow  me  to  say  with  truth,  that 
for  his  knowledge  of  the  world,  and  his  able  judgment  of 
things,  he  was  equalled  by  few,  and  excelled  by. none  of 
his  contemporaries."    The  following  clause  in  our  learned 
judge's  will  was  the  subject  of  conversation  after  his  de- 
cease,   and  was  inserted  in  the  monthly  collections,  as 
being  somewhat  extraordinary,     '^  I  think  it  proper  in  this 
solemn  act  to  declare,  that  as  I  have  lived,  so.I  trust  I 
shall  die,    in  the  true  faith  of  Christ  as  taught  in  the 
Scriptures ;  but  not  as  taught  or  practised  in  any  one  vi- 
sible church  that  I  know  of;  though  I  think  the  church  of 
England  is  as  little  stuffed  with  the  inventions  of  men  as 
any  of  them ;  and  the  church  of  Rome  is  so  full  of  them, 
as  to  have  destroyed  all  that  is  lovely  in  the  Christian 
religion.'*     This  clause  gave  occasipn  to  the  publication 
of  a  serious  and  sensible  pamphlet,  entitled  :  '^  The  true 
Church  of  Christ,   which^    and  where  to  be  found,  ac? 
cording  to  the  Opinion  of  the  late  judge  Burnet;  with 
an  Introduction  concerning  divine  worship,  and  a  caution 
to  gospel  preachers ;  in  which  are  contained,  the  Heasou's 
for  that  Declaration  in  his  last  Will  and  Testament."     A 
judgment  may  be  formed  of  his  abilities  in  his  profession, 
-from  his  argument  in  the  case  of  Ryal  and  Kowls.     In 
1777  were  published  in  4to,  "  Verses  written  on  several 
^occasions,   between  the  years   1712   and  1721."      These 
.were  the  poetical  productions  of  Mr.  Burnet  in  his  youth, 
^f  whom  it  is  said  by  the  editor,  that  be  was  connected  in 
friendship  and  intimacy  with   those  wits,  which  will  for 
ever  signalise  the  beginning  of  the  present  century;  and 
that  himself  shone  with  no  inconsiderable  lustre  amidst  the 
cofistellation.  of  geniuses  which  then  so  illustriously  adorned 
.the  British  hemispliere. 
,  It  is  related  of  him,  that  he  would  himself  have  pub- 
lished his  verses,  if  he  had  not  thought  that  some  of  them 
.were  too  light  and  sportive  for  the  gravity  of  the  judicial 
character,  and  would  derogate,  in  a  certain  degree,  from 
the  dignity  of  the  tribunal  to  which  he  had  ascended.   With 
regard  to  the  poems  themselves,  which  are  for  the  most 
part  very  shprt,.  and  chiefly  upon  amorous  subjects,  and 
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among  which  are  several  songs,  arid  translations  from  the 
Odes,  of  Horace,  their  characteristic  excellence  is  an  easy 
negligence  and  elegant  simplicity.  They  are  such  pro- 
ductions as  might  be  expected  from  a  young  man  of  lively 
parts  and  classical  taste ;  .but  who,,  at  the  same  time,  was 
not  endued  with  any  extraordinary  vigour  of  poetical  ima- 
gination. ^ 

BURNETT  (James),  lord  Monboddo,  a  learned  writer 
of  the  eighteenth  century,  was* descended  from  the  an- 
cient family  of  the  Burnetts  of  Leys,  in  Kincardine- 
shire, and  was  bom  at  the  family  seat  of  Monboddo^ 
in  Octpber  or  November,  1714.  He  was  first  edu- 
cated at  the  parish  school  of  Laurencekirk,  whence  he 
went  to  King's  college,  Aberdeen,  and  after  the  usual 
courses  there,  studied  civil  law  at  Groningen.  On  his 
return  in  1738,  he  was  admitted  to  the  Scotch  bar, 
where  he  acquired  considerable  practice.  During  the 
rebellion  in  1745,  when  the  administration  of  justice 
was  interrupted,  he  went  to  London,  where  he  became 
acquainted  with  some  of  the  literati  of  the  time,  psur- 
ticularly  Mallet,  Thomson,  and  Armstrong.  These  visits 
he  often  repeated,  and  enlarged  his  acquaintance  and  cor- 
respondence with  the  succeeding  generations  of  learned 
men,  mos^  of  whom  he  survived.  '  During  his' practice  at 
the  Scotch  bar,  he  was  particularly  distinguished  for  the 
part  he  took  in  the  celebrated  Douglas  cause,  and  was 
eminently  instrumental  in  assisting  the  family  of  Douglas, 
in  the  prosecution  of  a  suit  which  was  finally  determined 
in  their  favour.  On  the  death  of  his  relation  lord  Milton, 
in  1767,  he  was  promoted  to  the  bench  by  the  title  of  lord 
Monboddo,  which  political  intrigue  delayed  for  some 
time. 

During  his  periods  of  leisure,  the  course  of  his  studies 
led  him  to  attempt  the  composition  of  a  work,  which 
should  afford,  to  the  confusion  and  astonishment  of  the 
moderns,  a  complete  vindication  of  the  wisdom  and  elo- 
•qiuence  of  his  admired  ancients.  The  volumes  of  his 
^"  Origin  and  Progress  of  Language,'*  were  published 
about  the  year  1773,  and  were  very*  variously  treated  by 
the. critics.  Those  who  were  partial  to  modern  literature, 
on  account  of  their  ignorance  of  that  of  antiquity,  or  who, 
though  Qot  unacquainted  with  the  more  popular  of  thq 
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ancient  authors,  were,  however,  strangers  to  the  deeper 
mysteries  of  Greek  erudition,  condemned  lord  Monboddo's 
work  with  bitter  and  contemptuous  censure.  Nothing,  it 
was  said,  but  the  strange  absurdity  of  his  opinions,  could 
have  hindered  his  book  from  falling  dead-born  from  the 
press.  In  the  late  Mr.  Harris,  however,  (the  philosopher 
of  Malmesbury),  he  found  an  admirer  and  literary  friend, 
who  was  himself  deeply  versant  in  Grecian  learning  and 
philosophy,  and  was  exceedingly  delighted  to  meet  with 
one  that  bad  cultivated  those  studies  with  equal  ardour, 
and  worshipped  the  excellence  of  the  ancient  Greeks,  as 
far  above  all  other  excellence.  Lord  Monboddo's  pri- 
Tate  life  was  spent  in  the  practice  of  all  the  social  vir« 
tues,  and  in  the  enjoyment  of  much  domestic  felicity ;  the 
latter,  indeed,  was  for  a  time  interrupted  by  the  death  of 
a  wife  and  son  whom  he  tenderly  loved  ;  but  be  endured 
the  loss  with  a  firmness  fitted  to  do  honour  either  to  philo- 
sophy or  religion. 

In  addition  to  his  office  as  a  judge  in  the  supreme  civil 
court,  in  Scotland,  an  offer  was  made  to  him  of  a  seat  in 
the  court  of  justiciary,  the  supreme  criminal  court.  But 
though  the  emoluments  of  this  place  would  have  made  a 
convenient  addition  to  his  infcome,  he  refused  to  accept 
it,  lest  its  business  shodld  too  much  detach  him  from  the 
pursuit  of  his  favourite  studies.  His  patrimonial  estate 
was  small,  not  affording  a  revenue  of  more  than  300/.  a 
year.  Yet  he  would  not  raise  the  rents,  would  never  dis- 
miss a  poor  old  tenant,  for  the  sake  of  any  augmentation 
of  emolument  offered  by  a  richer  stranger ;  and,  indeed, 
shewed  no  particular  solicitude  to  accomplish  any  im- 
provement upon  bis  lands,  save  that  of  having  the  number 
of  persons  who  should  reside  upon  them  as  tenants,  and 
be  there  sustained  by  their  produce,  to  be,  if  possible,  su- 
perior to  the  population  of  any  equal  portion  of  the  lands 
of  his  neighbours. 

The  vacations  of  the  court  of  session  afforded  him  lei^ 
sure  to  retire  every  year,  in  spring  and  in  autumn,  to  the 
country ;  and  he  used  then  to  dress  in  a  style  of  simplicity, 
as  if  he  had  been  only  a  plain  farmer,  and  to  live  among 
the  people  upon  his  estate,  with  all  the  kind  familiarity 
and  attention  of  an  aged  father  among  his  grown-up  chil- 
dren. It  was  there  he  had  the  pleasure  of  receiving  Dr. 
Samuel  Johnson,  when  upon  his  well-known  tour  through 
the  islands  of  Scotland.  Johnson  admired  nothing  in  litera- 
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turesomuch  as  the  display  of  a  keen  discrimination  of  human 
character,  a  just  apprehension  of  the  principles  of  moral  ac* 
tion,  and  that  vigorous  common-sense,  which  is  the  mosthap* 
pily  applicable  to  the  ordinary  conduct  of  life.  Monboddo 
delighted  in  the  refinements,  the  subtleties,  the  abstractions, 
and  what  may  be  called  the  affectations  of  literature ;  and 
in  comparison  with  these,  despised  the  grossness  of  modern 
taste  and  of  common  affairs.  Johnson  thought  learning 
and  science  to  be  little  valuable,  except  so  far,  as  they 
could  be  made  subservient  to  the  purposes  of  living  use- 
fully and  happily  with  the  world  on  its  own  terms.  .  Mon- 
boddo^s  favourite  science  taught  him  to  look  down  with 
contempt  upon  all  sublunary,  and  especially  upon  all  mo«« 
dern  things  ;  and  to  fit  life  to  literature  and  philosophy, 
not  literature  and  philosophy  to  life. 

As  the  work  on  the  "  Origin  aiid  Progress  of  Language'* 
was  intended  chiefly  to  vindicate  the  honours  of  Grecian 
literature,  he  was  induced  to  undertake  another  for  the 
purpose  of  defending  the  cause  of  Grecian  philosophy. 
The  philosophy  of  ideas,  first  interestingly  taught  by 
PJato,  had  b^en  recently  pursued  by  Berkeley  and  Hume, 
into  consequences  of  unavoidable  scepticism  and  absur*- 
dity ;  the  dialectics  and  metaphysical  arrangements  of 
Aristotle  had  been  exploded  by  tlte  general  reception  of 
the  inductive  logic  of  Bacon.  To  confound  the  scientific 
pride  of  the  puny  moderns,  and  to  prove  that  Aristotle 
and  Plato  were  despised  and  neglected  only  because  they 
were  not  understcJod,  Monboddo  wrote  his  **  Ancient  Me- 
taphysics," which  extended  to  six  4to  volumes,  published 
at  various  periods  from  1778.  This  work  evinces^  like  the 
other,  his.  extravagant  fondness  for  Grecian  learning  and 
philosophy,  and  his  scorn  for  all  that  was  modern.  It 
proves,  that,  though  versed  in  the  science  of  Aristotle  and 
Plato,  he  knew  not,  for  want  of  a  sufficient  acquaintance 
with  modern  literature,  how  to  explain  that  science  to  his 
contemporaries. 

Amidst  this  progress  of  his  literaary  and  philosophieat 
studies,  lord  Monboddo  neglected  not  his  duties  as  a  judge. 
Whether  officiating  singly,  in  the  character  of  lord  ordi« 
nary  or  reporting  judge ;  assisting  his  brother  judges  ii^ 
full  oourt;  or  attending  to  those  parts  of  his  judicial  duty 
which  were  to  be  discharged  by  private  study,  he  was  still 
solemnly  and  indefatigably  diligent  in  these  engageinentsi 
in  preference  to  all  others.     As  a  lawyer,  bis  argumenlsy 
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opinions,  and  decisions,  i!^ere  sound,  learned,  marke4 
with  a9ut^  dis<;riminatioD,  and. free  from  fantastic  peculiarity. 
He  was  no  favourer  of  the  rich  in  preference  to  tiie  poor  j 
nor  yet  of  the  poor,  at  the  expence  of  injustice  to  the 
rich.  All  his  whimsies  and  partialities  as  a  scholar  disap- 
peared, when  he  came  to  determine  concerning  the  rights 
oflii^  fellow  subjects. 

He  died  of  a  paralytic  stroke,  at  his  house  in  Edinburgh, 
M^y  26,  1799.  ; 

.  His  character  is  thus  given  by  one  of  his  successors  on 
the  bench^  lord  Woodhouselee.  Lord  Monboddo  "  was  a 
man  of  great  worthy  honour,  and  moral  rectitude,  but  of 
xnu^h  singularity^  of  opinions  and  character,  .  which  apr 
peared  both  in  the  doctrines  contained  in  his  writings,  in 
the  strain  of  bis  conversation,  and  in  the  habits  of  his  life. 
His  notions  of  the  origin  of  language,  arts,  and  sciences, 
9ire  much  akin  to  those  of  the  Epicureans,  of  which  Lu,* 
cretins  has  given  an  ample  detail  in  his  fifth  book  ^  De 
ferum  Natura,^  and  which  Horace  has  abridged  in  the 
tbir4  of  his  satires : 

*  Cum  prorepsenmt  pnmis  animalia  terris/  &c. 

Tb.e  confirmation  j^of  bis  theory  of  languaore,  his  lordship 
fiads  in  the  condition  of  savage  nations,  in  those  few  ex*- 
amples. of  human  creatures  discovered  in  an  insulated  state, 
in  deserts,  and  in  the  rude  and  defective  nature  of  some 
languages,  apd  the  highly  artificial  and  philosophical 
structure  of  others,  as  the  Greek,  the  Sanscreet,  &c. 
Lord  Mopboddo  carried  his  admiration  of  the  ancients  to 
$ucb  a  pitch,  as  to  maintain  their  superiority  over  the 
moderns,  not  only  in  philosophical  attainments,  recondite 
^science,  the  arts  of  painting,  sculpture,  architecture,  mu- 
sic, poetry,  oratory,  and  all  the  various  species  of  literary 
composition  ;  but  even  in  bodily  strength,  stature,  and 
longevity ;  esteeming  the  present  race  of  mortals  a  dege- 
jQiOrdtte  breed,  both  with  respect  to  mental  and  corporeal 
endowments.  Yet,  with  all  these  eccentricities  of  opinion, 
his  writings  display  great  erudition,  an  uncommon  ac« 
quaintance  with  Greek  philosophy  and  literature,  and  iEi 
just  and  ex9ellent  spirit  of  criticism,  both  on  the  authors 
of  antiquity,  and  on  the  English  classical  writers  of  the  last 
ftnd  prec/^ding  ages. 

^^  His  temper  was  affectionate,  friendly,  and  social, 
lie  was  fond  of  convivial  intercourse;  and  it  was  his  ds^ily 
(pustoip  tp  unbend  himself,  aft^r  his  professional  laboursi 
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iiinidst  a  select  party  of  literary  frietids,  whom  h6  invited 
to  an  early  supper.  The  entertainment  itself  partook  of 
the  costuine  of  the  andients;  it  had  all  the  variety  and 
abundance  of  a  principal  meal ;  and  the  master  of  the  feast 
crowned  his  wine,  like  Anacreon,  with  a  garland  of  roses. 
His  conversation,  too,  bad  a  race  and  flavour  peculiarly 
its  own  'y  it  was  nervous,  sententious,  and  tinctured  wit^ 
genuine  wit.  His  apothegms  were  singularly  terse  and 
forcible ;  and  the  grave  manner  in  which  be  often  con* 
veyed  the  keenest  irony,  and  the  eloquence  with  which  he 
supported  his  paradoxical  theories,  afforded  the  highest 
amusement  of  those  truly  attic  banquets,  which  will  be  long 
remembered  by  all  who  ha4  the  pleasure  of  partaking  ia 
them."* 

BURNET  (Thomas),  D.  D.  rector  of  West  Kington, 
Wiltshire,  and  prebendary  of  Sarum,  was  educated  in 
New-college,  Oxford,  where  he  became  M.  A.  and  on  the 
6th  of  July,  1720,  he  accumulated  the  degrees  of  B.  D. 
and  D.D.  for  which  he  went  out  grand  compounder.  His 
four  principal  works  are,  an  ^\  Answer  to  TindaPs  Chris^ 
tianity  as  old  as  the  Creation,"  a  **  Treatise  on  Scripture 
politics,'*  a  course  of  Sermons  preached  at  Mr.  Boyle's 
Lecture,"  and  an  **  Essay  on  the  Trinity,"  in  which  last 
performance  he  endeavours,  witll  great  ingenuity  and 
plausibility,  to  unite  the  rationality  claimed  by  the  Uni* 
tarians,  with  the  orthodox  language  of  those  who  admit  the 
Athanasian  doctrine  of  the  Trinity.  This  curious  tract 
is  now  so  little  known,  as  not  to  have  been  noticed  in  any 
of  the  late  Trinitarian  controversies,  excepting  in  a  pam« 
phlet  entitled  *•  Orthodoxy  and  Charity  united."  Dr. 
Burnet  died  in  May  1750,' 

BURNET  (Dr.  Thomas),  a  most  ingenious  and  learned 
writer,  was  born  at  Croft,  in  Yorkshire,  about  the  year. 
1635.  His  first  education  was  at  the  free-school  of  North- 
Alverton,  in  that  county,  from  whence  he  was  removed  in 
June  1651,  to  Clare-hall  in  Cambridge,  where  he  had 
Dr.  Tiliotson  for  his  tutor.  Dr.  Cudworth  was  at  that  time 
master  of  Clare-hall,  but  removed  from  it  to  the  mastership 
of  Christ's  college,  in  1654;  and  thither  our  author  fol- 
lowed him.  Under  his  patronage  .he  was  chosen  fellow  in 
1657,  commenced   M.  A.  in    1658,    and  became  senior 
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!>roctor  of  the  university  in  1661 ;  but  it  is  uncertain  how 
ong  afterwards  he  continued  bis  residence  there.  He  was 
afterwards  governor  to  the  young  earl  of  Wiltshire^  son  of 
Ae  marquis  of  Winchester^  with  whom  be  travelled  abroad; 
and  gave  such  satisfaction*  that,  soon  after  his  return  to 
England,  he  was  invited  and  prevailed  on  by  the  first  duke 
of  Ormond,  to  travel  in  the  same  capacity  with  the  young 
earl  of  Ossory,  his  grace's  grandson  and  heir-apparent. 
These  honourable  connections  introduced  him  into  what 
may  properly  be  called  the  world :  in  which  he  afterwards 
confirmed  the  reputation  he  already  had  for  talents  and 
learning,'  by  the  publication  of  his  '^  Telluris  theoria  sacrm 
orbis  nostri  originem  &  mutationes  generates,  quas  olim 
subiit  etsubiturus  est,  complectens.''  This  Sacred  Theory 
of  the  Earth  was  originally  published  in  Latin,  in  2  vols. 
4to,  the  two  first  books  concerning  the  deluge,  and  para- 
dise, 1681  ;  the  two  last,  concerning  the  burning  of  the 
world,  and  the  new  heavens  and  new  earth,  in  1689.  The 
uncommon  approbation  this  work  met  with,  and  the  par- 
ticular encouragement  of  Charles  11.  who  relished  its 
beauties,  induced  the  author  to  translate  it  into  English. 
Of  this  translation  he  published  the  two  first  books  in  1684, 
folio,  with  an  elegant  dedication  to  the  king ;  and  the  two 
last  in  1689,  with  a  no  less  elegant  dedication  to  queen 
Mary.  **  The  English  edition,"  he  tells  us,  "  is  the  same  in 
substance  with  the  Latin,  though,  he  confesses,  not  so 
properly  a  translation,  as  a  new  composition  upon  the 
same  ground,  there  being  several  additional  chapters  in  it, 
and  several  new  moulded.'' 

On  May  19,  1685,  he  was  made  master  of  the  Charter- 
house, by  the  interest  of  the  duke  of  Ormond ;  and  soon 
after  commenced  LL.  D.  At  what  time  he  entered  into 
orders  is  not  exactly  known ;  but  it  is  plain  that  he  was  a 
clergymr^n  at  his  election  to  this  mastership,  from  the  oh-  . 
jection^then  made  against  him  by  some  of  the  bishops  who 
were  govecnors^  namely,  *^  that  he  generally  appeared  in 
a  Iay*habit,"  which  was  over-ruled  by  his  patron  the  duke 
of  Ormond,  by  asserting  in  his  favour,  that  he  had  no 
living  or  other  ecclesiastical  preferment;  and  that  his  life 
and  conversation  were  in  all  respects  suitable  to  the  cleri- 
cal character.  In  the  latter  end  of  1686,  Dr.  Burnet's 
integrity,  prudence,  and  resolution,  were  fully  tried  in 
his  new  station,  upon  the  following  occasion  :  one  Andrew 
PopbaiDi  a  Roman  Catholic^  caoie  to  the  Charter-house, 
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with  a  letter  from  king  James  to  the  governors^  requiring 
them  to  choose  and  admit  him  the  said  Andrew  Popham  at 
pensioner  thereof,  ^^  without  tendering  any  oath  or  oaths 
unto  him,  or  requiring  of  him  any  subscription,  recog«-' 
nition,  or  other  act  or  acts,  in  cotiformity  to  the  doctrine 
and  discipline  of  the  church  of  England  as  the  same  is  now 
established  ;  and  notwithstanding  any  statute,  order,  or 
constitution,  of  or  in  the  said  hospital ;  with  which,  sayt 
his  majesty,  we  ar^  graciously  disposed  to  dispense  in  bis 
behalf."  On  the  meeting  of  the  governors,  the  king's 
letter  was  read,  and  the  lord  chancellor  JefFeries  moved^ 
that  without  any  debate  they  should  proceed  to  vote  wbe4> 
ther  Andrew  Popham  should  be  admitted  a  pensioner  of 
the  hospital,  according  to  the  king^s  letter.  The  master, 
Dr.  Burnet,  as  the  junior,  was  to  vote  first,  but  he  told 
th^  governors,  that  be  thought  it  was  his  duty  to  acquaint 
their  lordships  with  the  state  and  constitution  of  that  hos« 
pital  I  and,  though  this  was  opposed  by  some,  yet,  after 
a  little  debate,  he  proceeded  to  observe,  that  to  admit  a 
pensioner  into  the  hospital  without  his  taking  the  oaths  of 
allegiance  and  supremacy,  was  not  only  contrary  to  th6 
constitution  of  the  hospital,  but  to  an  express  act  of  par*** 
liament  for  the  better  estabhshment  thereof.  One  of  -the 
governors  asked  what  this  was  to  the  purpose  ?  The  duk« 
of  Ormond  replied,  that  he  thought  it  much  to  the  pur«* 
pose ;  for  an  act  of  parliament  was  not  so  slight  a  thing  aft 
not  to  deserve  a  consideration.  After  some  other  dis« 
course,  the  question  was  put,  whether  Popham  should  be 
admitted  ?  and  passed  in  the  negative.  A  second  letter 
from  the  king  was  afterwards  sent ;  to  which  the  governors, 
in  a  letter  addressed  to  his  majesty,  humbly  replied,  and 
gave  their  reasons  why  they  could  not  admit  Andrew  Pop* 
ham  as  a  pensioner  of  the  hospital.  This  not  satisfying 
king  James,  he  ordered  chancellor  JefFeries  to  find  out  a 
way  how  he  might  compel  their  submission^  and  tiie  master 
was  particularly  threatened  to  be  summoned  before  the  ec* 
clesiastical  commissioners.  But  bis  subsequent  quarrels 
with  the  universities^  and  the  commotiotis  which  followed^ 
prevented  any  farther  pi^ceeding  on  the  part  of  the  king: 
This  was  the  fii'st  stand  made  against  the  dispensing  power 
of  that  reign,  by  any  society  in  England,  and  was  of  great 
importance  to  the  public.  A  relation  of  the  Charter-house 
proceedings  upon  this  occasion  was  published  by  Dr«  Bur* 
neliill699. 
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After  the  revolution,  be  was  introduced  to  court  by  his 
tutor  and  friend,  archbishop  Tillotson,  and  was  inade 
chaplain  to  the  king,  and  soon  after,  clerk  of  the  closet;. 
He  was  now  considered  as  in  the  high  road  to  great  prefer- 
ment, and  had  certainly  a  fine  prospect  before  him;  when 
be  ruined  all  by  some  unadvised  strokes  of  his  pen.  In 
1692  he  published  "  Archseologise  philosophicae ;  sive  doc- 
trina  antiqua  de  rerum  origiuibus,^*  4to,  with  a  dedication 
to  king  William,  whose  character  he  draws  with  great 
strength  of  genius  and  art,  and  in  that  beautiful  style 
which  was  peculiar  to  himself.  But  neither  the  high  rank 
and  authority  of  his  patron,  nor  the  elegance  and  learniiig 
displayed  throughout  the  work,  could  protect  the  author^ 
from  the  clamours  raised  against  him  for  allegorizing  in  a 
Tery  indelicate  manner  the  scripture  account  of  the  fall  of 
Adam  and  Eve.  In  consequence  of  which,  as  appears 
from  a  Latin  letter  written  by  himself  to  Walters,  a  bookT 
seller  at  Amsterdam,  dated  Sept.  14,  1694,  he  desires. to 
have  the  most  offensive  parts  omitted  in  the  future  editions; 
of  that  work.  He  had  expressed  himself  to  the  same  pur- 
pose, some  time  before  the  date  of  this  letter,  in  a  Latin 
epistle,  ^' Ad  virum .  clarissimum  circa  nuper  editum  di^^ 
Archsologiis  Philosophicis  libellum;^'  where  he  says,i  that 
be  cheerfully  wished  ihat  any  passages  which  have  given 
offence  to  the  pious  and  wise,  and  particularly  the  dialogue 
between  Jive  and  the  Serpent,  may  be  expunged.  :  The. 
person  to  whom  this  letter  is  addressed,  and  also  a  tecgnd 
afterwards  upon  the  same  subject,  was  generally  under- 
stood to  be  archbishop  Tillotson.  Both  the  letters  are 
subjoined  to  the  second  edition  of  '^  Arcbaeologise  philo- 
sophies," printed  in  1728,  in  8vo,  and  in  both  he  aq- 
knowledges  sacred  scripture,  whether  litemUy  or  mysti- 
cally understood,  to  be  given  us  from  heaven,  as  the  rule 
of  our  faith,  the  guide  of  our  life,  and  the  refuge  of  our 
salvation ;  and  professes  to  pay  to  it  all  possible  res^ect^ 
honour,  and  veneration. 

But  all  this  proved  insufficient ;  and  the  storm  raised 
irgainst  him  was  rather  increased  than  abated,  by  the  ,en- 
comium  which  Mr.  Charles  Blount,  the  deistical  author  of 
the  ^  Oracles  of  R^ason,^'  thought  proper  to  bestow  upon 
his  work.  Blount,  in  a  letter  to  his  friend  Gildon,  tells  himj 
that  *^  according  to  his  promise,  he.has  sent  him  a  translation 
of  the  seventh  and  eighth  chapters,  and  also  the  appen- 
dix, of  the  great  and  learned  Dr.  Burnet's  <<  Archasologise' 
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pfailosopfaicse/'  &c.  a  piece  which  he  thinks  one  of  the 
ihost^ ingenious  he  ever  read,  and  full  of  the  most  acute, 
as  well  as  learned  observations.  The  seventh  and  eighth 
chapters,  here  translated  for  Mr.  Gildon^s  use,  were;,  un«^ 
fortunately,  the  most  objectionable  in  the  whole  work ;  an4. 
'being  immediately  adopted  by  an  infidel  writer,  gave  such 
support  to  the  complaints  of  the  clergy,  that  it  was  judged 
expedient,  in  that  critical  season,  to  remove  him  from  hi& 
place  of  clerk  of  the  closet.  He  withdrew  accordingly 
from  court ;  and,  if  Mr.  Oldmixon  can  be  credited,  ac- 
tually missed  the  see  of  Canterbury,  upon  the  death,  of  Til- 
lotson,  on  account  of  this  very  work,  which  occasioned  him  to 
be  then  represented  by  some  bishops  as  a  sceptical  writen 
He  then  retired  to  his  studies  in  the  Charter-house,  with-^ 
out  seeking,  or  perhaps  desiring,  any  farther  preferment ; 
for  he  does  not  appear  to  have  been  a  man  of  Ssmbition ; 
and  there  he  lived,  in  a  single  state,  to  a  good  old  age^ 
dying  Sept  27,  1715. 

In  1727,  two  other  learned  and  elegant  Latin  works  of 
our  author  were  published  in  8vo  ;  one,  ^^  De  fide  et  officiis 
Chjristianorum,"  the  other,  "  De  statu  mortuorum  et  re-, 
surgentium."     Burnet  had  himself  caused  to  b^  struok  ot^ 
at  the  press  a  f#w  copies  of  each  of  these  wQrks,:.fQr  the 
use  of  himself  and  some  private  friends ;  but  did  uot  in<p^ 
tend  them  for  the  public,  there  being  some  poiht^^  di5« 
cussed  in  them  against  the  scripture  account  of.  future 
punishment,  which  he*  thought  not  so  proper  to  be  com- 
municated openly.     Yet,  surreptitious  copies  from  proof- 
fiheets  getting  into  the  world,  and  tjie  works  being  mangledl 
and  full  of  faults,  Mr.  Wilkinson,  of  Lincolu*s*inn,  Burnet's 
particular  friend,    and  who  was  in  possession  of  all  his 
papers;  thought  it  proper  to  publisS  a  copy  bf  them  cor- 
rected by  the  doctor  himself;  as  he  did  in  1727.     To  the, 
second  edition,  in  1,733,  of  '' De  statu  mortuorum  et  r&- 
surgentium,*'  is  added  an  appendix,  ^'De  futuraJudacorum 
restauratione  ;''  it  appearing  to  the  editor  from  BurnetV 
papers,  that  it  was  designed  to  be  placed  there.     He>  is 
toid  also  to  have  been  the  author  of  three  small  pieces 
without  his  name,  under  the  title  of  ^'Remarks  upon  an. 
Essay  concerning  human  understanding  f'    the  two  first/ 
published  in  1697,  the  last  in  1699;  which  <^  Remarks^. 
Were  answered  by  Mrs.  Catherine  Trotter,  afterwards  Mrs. . 
Cockburn,  then  but  twenty-three  years  of  age,   in  her 
Pefence  of  Mr.  Locke's  Essay,  printed  in   May,  1702. 
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TheUbe  pieoes, 'however,  were  not  among  die  acknowtedged 
works  of  Dr.  Burnet. 

Of  the  Sacred  Theory  of  the  Earth,  which  is  the  principal 
of  all  his  productions,  the  substance  is  this :  between  the  be- 

Sning  and  end  of  the  world,  he  supposes  several  interme- 
ke  periods,  in  which  he  conceives  that  nature  undergoes 
various  changes.     Those  which  respect  this  terraqueous 
globe,  he  believes  to  have  been  recorded  in  the  sacred 
Scriptures.     From  these  compared  with  profane  history, 
he  attempts  to  prove,  that  the  primaeval  earth  as  it  rose 
out  of  chaos,  was  of  a  different  form  and  structure  from 
the  present,  and  was  such,  that  from  its  dissolution  would 
naturally  arise  an  universal  deluge.     Such  a  change  in  the 
state  of  the  globe,  he  infers  from  the  general  aspect  of  its 
surfieice  in  the  present  day ;  and  he  argues,  that  since  it  is 
the  nature  of  fluids  to  form  a  smooth  surface,  the  earth, 
which  was  at  first  a  chaotic  mass  in  a  fluid  state,  as  it  gra- 
dually became  solid  by  the  exhalation  of  the  lighter  par- 
ticles of  air  and  water,  would  still  retain  its  regular  super- 
ficies, so  that  the  new  earth  would  resemble  an  egg.     The 
earth,  in  this  paradisaical  state,  he  supposes  to  be  capable 
of  sending  forth  its  vegetable  productions  without  rain, 
and  to  enjoy  a  perpetual  serene  and  cloudless  atmosphere. 
In  process  of  time,  he  conceived  that  the  suriace  of  the 
earth,  by  the  continual  action  of  the  rays  of  the  sun,  would 
become  so  parched,  as  to  occasion  vast  fissures,  through 
which  the  waters  of  the  great  abyss,  contained  within  the 
bowels  of  the  earth,  would  be  sent  forth  by  means  of  elastic 
vapours,  expanded  by  heat,  and  acting  with  irresistible 
force  upon  their  surface ;  whence  a  universal  deluge  would 
ensue,   and  in  the  violent  concussion,    lofty  mountains, 
craggy  rocks,  and  other  varieties  in  the  external  form  of 
the  earth,  would  appear.     Our  theorist  also  conjectures, 
that  the.  earthy    in  its  original  state,  owed  its  universal 
spring  to  the  coincidence  of  the  plane  of  the  ecliptic  with 
that  of  the  equator ;  and  supposes  that,  at  the  deluge,  the 
pole  of  the  ecliptic  changed  its  position,  and  became  ob- 
lique to  the  plane  of  the  equator.     From  similar  causes 
he  conceives  that   the  final  conflagration   will   be  pro- 
duced*     This  theory  is  well  imagined,    supported  with 
much   erudition,    and   described  with   great  elegance  of 
diction;  but  it  can  only  be  considered  as  an  ingenious 
fiction,  which  rests  upon  no  other  foundation  than  mere 
conjecture. 
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Yet  it  would  be  endless  to  transcribe  all  the  enc«aiiuins 
passed  on  it.  Mr.  Addison,  in  1699,  wrote  a  Latin  ode 
in  its  praise,  wbich  has  been  prefixed  to  many  editions  of 
iu  An  able  writer,  Dr.  Warton,  in  his  <*  Essay  on  PoJ>c,'* 
has  not  scrupled^  from  this  single  work,  to  rank  Dr.  Bur^ 
net  with  the  very  few,  in  whom  the  three  great  faculties  of 
the  understanding,  viz.  judgment,  imagination^  and  me- 
mory, have  been  found  united.  According  to  him,  there 
have  existed  but  few  transcendant  geniuses,  who  faaveb6e& 
singularly  blessed  with. this  rare  assemblage  of  differei^ 
talents;  and  !l9urnet,  in  his  Theory,  he  thinks  has  displayed 
an  imagination  very  nearly  equal  to  that  of  Milton. 

But,  notwithstanding  these  encomiums  on  Biimet,  it 
cannot  be  affirmed  that  his  Theory  is  built  upon  principles 
of  mathematics  and  sound  philosophy;  on  the  contrary, 
men  of  science  were  displeased  at  him  for  presuming  to 
erect  a  theory,  which  he  would  have  received  as  true,  wiA- 
out  proceeding  on  that  foundation.  Flamstead  is  reported 
to  have  told  him,  somewhat  peevishly,  that  ^^  there  went 
more  to  the  making  of  a  world,  than  a  fine-turned  period,'^ 
and  that  "  he  was  able  to  overthrow  the  Theory  in  one  sheet . 
of  paper.''  Others  attacked  it  in  form.  Mr.  Erasmus  Warren, 
rectorof  WorIington,in  Suffolk,  published  two  pieces  against 
it  soon  after  its  appearance  in  English,  and  Dr.  Burnet  an^* 
swered  them ;  which  pieces,  with  their  answers,  have  been 
printed  at  the  end  of  the  later  editions  of  the  Theory. 
Mr.  John  Keill,  Savilian  professor  of  geometry  in  Oxford, 
published  also  an  Examination  of  it  in  1698,  to  which  Dr.  <-i 

gurnet  replied ;  and  then  Mr.  Keill  defended  himself. 
Burnet's  reply  to  Keill  is  subjoined  to  the  later  editions 
of  his  Theory  ;  and  KeilPs  Examination  and  Defence, 
together  with  his  "  Remarks  and  Defence  upon  Whiston's 
Theory,"  were  reprinted  together  in  1734,  8vo.  It  is  uni- 
versally allowed  that  Keill  has  solidly  confuted  the  Theory ; 
and  it  is  to  be  lamented  that  he  idid  it  in  the  rough  way  of 
controversy ;  yet  there  are  many  passages  in  his  confuta-* 
tion,  which  tibew,  that  he  at  the  same  time  entertained  the 
highest  opinion  of  the  author.  ^*I  acknowledge  him  (says 
he)  to  be  an  ingenious  writer;  and  if  he  had  taken  a  rigilt 
method,  and  had  made  a  considerable  progress  in  those 
sciences  that  are  introductory  to  the  study  of  nature,  I 
doubt  not  but  he  would  have  made  a  very  acute  philoso- 
pher. It  was  his  unhapplness  to  begin  at  first  with  the 
Cartesian  philosophy ;  and  not  having  a  sufficient  stock  of 
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geoBietricftl  and  mecfaaiiical  principles  to  examine  il 
fighdy,  he  too  easily  believed  it,  and  though  that  tfaent 
was  but  little  skill  required  in  those  sciences  to  become  a 
philosopher;  and  therefore^  in  imitation  of  Moos.  Pes 
Cartes^  he  would  undertake  to  shew  how  the  world  was 
made;  a  task  too  great,  even  for  a  mathematician.*' 
'  M an]^  perhi^s,  may  wonder  that  a  book  fundamentaUy 
wrong,  slmikl  run  thmigh  so  many  editions,  and  be  so 
nrach  read ;  but  the  reason  is  {^n.  No  man  reads 
Homer's  Iliad  for  history,  any  more  than  he  reads  Miltto'^ 
Paradise  Lost  £or  divinity ;  though  it  is  possible  there  may 
be  true  histm^y  in  the  one,  as  it  is  certain  there  is  some  ^ne 
divinity  in  the  other.  Sudi  works  are  read,  purely  to  eh'? 
tertain  and  amuse  the  fancy;  attd*it  is  not  the  story  that  19 
sought  after,  but  the  greatness  of  imagery,  and  nobleness 
of  sentiments,  with  which  they  abound.  Why  may  not 
Burnet's  Theory  of  the  Earth  be,  read  with  the  same  view^ 
It  is  not  true  in  philosophy  ;  but  it  is  full  of  vast  and  sub*-* 
lime  conceptions,  presents  to  ^tbe  imagination  new  end 
astonishing  scenes,  and  will  therefore  always  furnish  a  b%h« 
entertainment  to  the  reader,  who  is  capable  of  being 
pleased  as  well  as  instructed.  This  even-Keill  himsdf  al*t 
lows :  ^^  For,  as  I  bdiieve  (says  be)  never  any  book  wa^ 
fuller  of  errors  and  mistakes  in  philosophy,  so  none  ever 
abounded  with*  taore  beautiful  scenes  and  surprising 
images  of  nature.  But  I  write  only  to  those  who  niight 
perhaps  expect  to  find  a  true  philosophy  in  it ;  they  who 
read  it  as  an  ingenious  romance,  wiU  still  be  pleased  with^ 
their  «3tertainment."^ 

BURNET  (Dr.  TifO-MAS),  a  physician  •  of  Scotland,  of 
whose  birth,  life,  and  death,  we  find  nothing  recorded, 
except  what  the  title-pages  orf  his  books  set  forth  ;  namely, 
that  he  wasvM.  D.  ^^  medicns  regiua,  et  coUegii  reigii  n^e^ 
dicorum  Edinburgensissocitis."  |iis  name  deserves  to  be 
preserved,  Jxowever,  for  the  sake  of  two  useful  works  which 
he  has  k^t.  One  is,  *^  Thesaurus  medicins. practice," 
Lond.'  1673,  .4to;.a  collection  from*  the ^ best  pm<stical. 
writers,  the  last  edition  of  which,  greatly  enlarged  by  him-* 
self,  was  published  at  Geneva^  1698,  4to#  Usdler  eilii* 
merates  twelve  editions  of  it.     The  otber^  ^^  Hippocrates 

*■  Origioally  written  for  this  Dictionary,  by  Dr.  Ralph  Heatiicote.  See  also 
Bioj.  Brit.— TJruckcr»i  Hist,  of  Philosophy,— Ward's  Gresham  Professors.^ 
Kichob*a  Bowyer. 
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cx)ntiiacttts»  in  quo  Htppoer&tU  onxiia  in  bJreveoi  cfpilxHiieii 
sedacta  debetitnr,"  Ediob.  1685,  Svo.  A  neat  edition  of 
tfaia  Was  printed  at  Lohdoi),  1743,  12Qia^ 
'  BURNS  (RoBn^t),  an  emu^ent.modeam  poet  of  Scot^ 
land,  was  born  onth6-2Hhday  of  January,  17$9,'i(>a8fDaU 
bouse  about  tvvo  miles  tfrom.  the  tovm  of  Ayr,  in  Scotland. 
His  father,  Witliam,*.  aftbr  Varims: attempts  to  gain  a  live^ 
libood,  took  a  lease  of  seven  aorea  of  land,  mtik  a  yiew^  of 
eommenQing  nurseryman  and  public, ^iMrdener ;  and  having 
built  a  house  upon  it  with  his  own  ba^,  ^  he;  married,  Doii^ 
oember  1757,  Agnes  Brown;  .The.iiFst  fruit  of  bis  mar** 
riage  was  Robeit,  who  in  his  siktb  year  was  sent  to  a 
sobo^'  at  Alloway  Miln^  -aboitt  amiloidiatadut'  from  bis  fsK 
ther's  house,  where  he* made  ^Qonsiderable  profidienty  in 
reading  and  writing,  and  where  be  discovered  an  iticlina* 
tiOn  for  books  not  misery  common  at; so  early  an  age*  With 
diese,  however,  he  appears  at  that  time  to  have  been  ra^ 
ther  scantily  supplied  ;  but  what.be  oould  obtain  .be  read 
with  avidity  and  improvement  'About  the  age  of  thirteen 
or  fourteen,  be  wasi  sent  to  the  paiisb  scb^ol  of  Dalrymple,. 
where  he.  increased  his  acquaintance  with  English  g^iam^ 
Hmt,  and  gained  some  knowledge  of  the  French  language, 
Latin  was  also  redommended  to  him;  but  be  was  not^ in-» 
dueed  to  make  any  great  progress,  in  it  In  the  intervals 
fnDm  these  studies,  be  was  employed  on  bis  fatber^s  farm^ 
whicli,  in  spite  of  much  industry,  became  so  unpitoduetive 
as  to  involve  the  family  in  great  distress.  This  early  por^ 
tioa  of  afffliotion  is  satd  to  have  been,  in  a  great  measure, 
the  cause  of  that  depression  of  spirits  of  which  our  poet 
ofken  complained,  and  during  which  his  sufferings  appear 
to  have  been  very  acute.  His  father  having  taken  anochev 
ferm>  the  speculation  was  yet  more  fatal,  and  involved  hi» 
a&irs  incomplete  ruin.     He  died  Feb.  13,  1784. 

It  was  between  the  fifteenth  and  sixteenth  year  of  bis 
age^  that  Robett,  as  he  himself  informs  us,  first  ^'  com<-i 
mitted  the  sin  of-  rhyme.''  Having  formed  a  boyish  afieo^ 
tion  for  a  female  who  was  his  companion  in  the  toils  of  th0 
field,  be  composed  a  song,  which  is  inserted  in  his  works ; 
but  which,  however  extraordinary  from  one  at  his  age^ 
and  in  his  circumstances,  is  far  inferior  to  any  of  his  sub«^ 
sequent  performances.  He  was  at  this  time  *^  an  ungainly^ 
awkward  boy,''  unacquainted  with   the  worlds    but  who 

>  H&ller  Bibl.  Med.— «rfd  Manget. 
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occaMOoally  bad  picked  tup  some  iMy^ns  ofhktqfjt  literal 
ture^  and  criticism,  from  the  few  books  witbin  his  reack 
These,  he  informs  os,  were  Salmojp's  and  Gaibrie'a  Geo« 
graphical  Grammars,  ^e  Spe<i(ator,  Po(ie*«  Workg^  «Ome 
plays  of  Sbakspeare,  TuH  and  Diekson.  en  Agriculture,  th^ 
Pantheon,  Locke's  Essay  ^n  the  Human  Undemanding^ 
Blackfaoase's  History  el  die  Bibt^  Justice V  British  Qar« 
dener's  Directory,  Boyle's  Lectnrea,  Allan  Ramsay's 
Works,  Taylor's  Scripture  Qoctrine  of  Original  Sin,  A^e^ 
ledt  Colleouon*  of  English  Songs,  and  Hervey's  ijMedita* 
lions.  Of  this  motley*  assemblage,  it  nmy  readily  be  anp-* 
posed^  that  some> would  be  studied,  and  eome  read  super* 
fictally.  There  is  reason  to  tUnk).  however,  that  be  pe- 
rused the  works  of  ^the-  poets  with  such  attentioii,  as,  as- 
sisted by  bis  naturally  vigorous  capacity^  soon  directed  his 
taate,  and  enabled  him  to  discriminate  teiMkerness  and  sub- 
limity from  affectation  and  bombasti. 

It  appears  afterwards,  that  during  the  apace  of  seven 
years  in  which  the  family  tived  at  Tarbolton,  where  his 
father'a  last  farm  was  situated,  that  is,,  from  the  seven-" 
teenth  to  tine  twenty4burth  year  of  Robert's  i^e,  he  made 
no  considerable  literary  improvement,  involv^  as  be  wns^ 
in  the  comnicm  difficulties  of  his  fieunily  :  but  stUl  the  in* 
nate  peculiarities  of  his  character  displayed  themselves, 
always  to  the  astonishment,  and  sometimes  to  the  terror  of 
his  neighbouni.  He  was  distinguished  by  a  vigorous  on* 
derstanding,  and  an  untameable  spirits  His  reseutmenca 
were  quick,  and,  although. not  durable,  expressed  witb  a 
volubility  of  indignation  which  could  not  but  silence  0nd 
overwhelm  his  humble  and  illiterate  associates ;  while  the 
occasional  effusions  of  bis  muse  on  temporary  subjects, 
which  were  handed  about  in  manuscript,  raised  him  tD^  a 
local  superiority  that  seemed  the  earnest  of  a  moreex^ 
tended  fsune*  His  first  motive  to  compose  verses,  as  has 
been  already  noticed,  was  his  early  and  warm  attach- 
ment to  the  fair  sex.  His  favourites  were  in  the  hufab^nt 
walks  of  life;  but,  during  his  passion,  be  elevai€|d  them 
to  Lauras  and  Saocharissas.  His  attaciimencs,  hovrever,  at 
this  tinie,  were  of  the  purer  kind,  and  his  constant  thetne 
the  happiness  of  the  married  state ;  to  obtain  a  suitable 
provision  for  which,  he  engaged  in  partnership  with  a 
Ikx-dresser,  boping>  probably,  to  ^kttain  by  degrees  tbe 
rank  of  a  manufacturer.    But  this  speculation  was  attended 
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yi^ith  Very  ii€tfe^^«den/Md  *trsis  fihaHj  ended  by  ari  nt^ 
oidental  fire;  .        -      • 

^  ^his  calamity^  the  distresses  of  his  family,  and  a  dis- 
tf|>po%ntment  in  a  iove  affair^:  threw  him  for  some  time  into 
a  staitt  of  meiafi^oly^  which  he  seems  to  have  considered 
as  ooAstitutional ;   bat  from  which  he  was  roused  by  an 

'  oceiderttal  acqtiaitVtAn^e  with  some  jovial  companions,  who 
gave  a  more  gay  turn  to  his  setitiments.  On  his  father^s 
oeatb,  he  took  a  farm  in  eonjnnotion  with  his  brother,  with 
the  honourable  view  of  providing  for  their  large  and  orphan' 
family*  On  this  farm  oat  poitevitefed,  wftb  ai  resolution 
to  be  wise :-  he  read  books  on  agriciilture,  calculated  crops^ 
aad  attended  markets^  But  hoife,  too,  ^he  w^  doomed  to 
be  unfortunate,  aldkough,  in  his'brother  Gilbert,  he  bad  a 
Coadjutor  of  excellent  sense,  a  man  of  uncommon  powers 
both  of  thought  and  ^irpression.  During  his  residence  on 
this  farm  with  bis  broth4«r,  ^  formed  a  ci>nnexion  with  a 
young  woman,  'the  conseqiie^ef^  df  which  could  not  be 
long  concealed.  In  this  dilemma,  the  imprudent  couple 
agreed  to  make  a  legal  acknowledgment  of  an  irregular  and 
^ivate  mafriage^  and  projected  that  she  should  remain 

.  vHth  hev  father,  while  he,  having  lost  all  hopes  of  success 
at  hbme,  was-  to  go  to  Jamaitia  **  to  push  his  fortune.'' 
This  pt€»eiKeding,  however  ronfmntic  it  may  appear,  would 
ha^e-'  rescued  the  lady's  characti^r,  consonant  to  the  laws  of 
Scotland,  which  allow  of  greater  latitude  in  the  terms  and 

"^^riod  dF  the  marriagercontract  than  those  of  England ; 

^hia  k  did'  Aot  satisfy  her  father,  who  insisted  on  having  all 

^^'tbe  wf'itten '"documents  respecting  the  marriage  cancelled, 

"and  by'  this  unfeeling  measure  he  intended  that  it  should 
H^tenderBd'void.^    The  daughter  consented^  probably  un- 

^'disr  the  awe  of  parental  authority;  and  our  poet,  though 
#ith'  much  anguish  and  reluctance,  was  also  obliged  to 
#iibmiti  Divorced  now  from  all  he  held  dear  in  the  world, 
bef'had  no  resource  but  in  his  projected  voyage  to  Jamaica, 

^  which  was  prevented  by  a  circuitistance  which  eventually 
laid  the  flHandation  of  his  future  fame.  For  once,  his 
poverty  stood  his  friend  :  he  was  destitute  of  every  neces- 

'  ilary  for  the  voyage,  and  was  therefore  advised  to  raise  a 
stim  of  money  by  publishing  his  poems  in  the  way  of  sub- 
scription. They  were  accordingly  printed  at  Kilmarnock, 
in  1786,  in  a  smaUx^olume,  which  was  encouraged  by  sub- 
icfriptions  for  about  350  copies.     It  is  hardly  possible,  say 
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I)if  coantrjrmM  who  were  on  tbe  spot  «it  this  time^  to  ex- 
press with  what  eager  admiration  and  delight  these  poema 
Mfere  every  where  received.  Old'  and  young,  high  and 
low,  grave  and  gay,  learned  and  ignorant,  all  were  alike 
delighted,  agitated,  transported.  Such  transports  would 
naturally  find  their  way  into4:he  bosom  of  the  author,  espe« 
cially  when  he  found  that,  instead  of  the  necessity  of  flying 
from  his  native  land,  he  was  now  encouraged  to  go  to 
Edinburgh  and  superintend  the  publication  of  a  second 
edition. 

.  This  was  the  most  momentous  period  of  his  life,  in 
which  he  was  to  emerge  from  obscurity  and  poverty  to  dis- 
tinction and  wealth.     In  the  meitropolis  he  was  soon  intro-, 
duced  into  the  company  and  received  the  homage  of  men 
9f  literature,  rank,  and   taste;  and  his   appearance  and 
behaviour  at  this  time,  as  they  exceeded  all  expectation, 
heightened  and  kept  up  tbe  curiosity  which  his  works  had 
excited.     He  became  the  ol^ect  of  universal  admiration 
and  fondness,  and  was  feasted,  caressed,  and  flattered,  as 
i^  it  had  been  impossible  to  reward  his  merit  too  highly,  or 
to  grace  his  triumphal  entry  by  too  many  solemnities.   But 
what  contributed  principally  to  extend  his  f^'ine  into  the 
sister  kingdom,  was  his  fortunate  introduction  to  Mr.  Mac- 
kenzie, .  who,  in  the  97th  paper  of  the  Lounger,  then  pub- 
lished periodically  at  Edinburgh,  recommended  his  poems 
by  judicious  specimens,  and  such  generous  and   elegant 
criticism,  as  placed  the  poet  at  once  in  the  rank  he  was 
destined  to  bold.     From  this  time,   whether  present  or 
absent.  Burns  and  his  genius  were  the  objects  which  en- 
grossed all  attention  and  all  conversation. 

It  cannot  be  surprising  if  so  much  adulation,  in  this 
new  scene  of  life,  produced  efiects  on  Burns  which  were 
the  source  of  much  of  tbe  unhappiness  of  his  future  life ; 
for,  while  he  was.  admitted  into  the  company  of  men  of 
taste,  delicacy,  and  virtue,  he  was  also  seduced,  by  pressr 
iDg  invitations,  into  the  society  of  thpse  whose  habits,- 
without  being  very  gross,  are  yet  too  social  and  inconsi- 
derate; and  tbe  festive  indulgences  of  these  his  companions 
and  professed  admirers  were  temptations  which  often  be* 
came  irresistible.  Among  bis  superiors  in  rank  and  merit, 
his  behaviour  was  in  general  decorous  and  unassuming^ 
but  among  his  more  equal  or  inferior  associates,  he  was 
permitted  to  dictate  the  mirth  of  tbe  evening,  and  repckid 
the  attention  and  submission  of  his  hearers  by  sallies  of  wit^ 
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wiiicb,  from  one  of  his  birth  and  education,  in  addition  to 
their  sterling  value,  had  all  the  fascination  oif  wonder.  His 
introduction,  about  the  same  time,  into  certain  convivial 
clubs  of  higher  rank  was,  to  say  the  least,  an  injudicious 
mark  of*  respect  to  one  who,  whatever  bis  talents,  was 
destined,  unless  very  uncommon  aad  liberal  patronage 
should  interpose,  to  return  to  the  plough,  and  to  the  sim- 
ple ^nd  fruoal  enjoyments  of  a  peasant^s  life. 

,  During*  nis  residence  at  Edinburgh,  his  finances  were 
considerably  improved  by  the  new  edition  of  his  poems; 
and  this  enabled  him  not  onl}^  to  partake  of  the  pleasures 
of  that  city,  but  to  visit  several  other  parts  of  bis  native 
cduntry.  He  left  Edinburgh  May  6,  1787,  and  in  the 
course  of  his  journey  was  hospitably  received  at  the  houses 
'of  many  gentlemen  of  worth  and  learning,  who  introduced 
him  to  their  friends  and  neighbours,  and  repeated  the  ap- 
plauses on  which  he  had  feasted  in  the  metropolis.  Of 
this  tour  he  wrote  a  joui'nal,  which  still  exists,  and  of  which 
some  specimens  have  been  published.  He  afterwards  tra- 
velled into  England  as  far  as  Carlisle.  In  the  beginning 
of  June  he  arrived  at  Mossgiel,  near  Mauchlin,  in  Ayrshire, 
after  an  absence  of  six  months,  during  which  he  had  ex- 
perienced a  happy  reverse  of  fortune,  to  which  the  hopes 
of  few  men  in  his  situation  could  have  aspired.  •  He  per- 
formed another  journey  the  same  year,  of  which  there  are 
a  few  minutes  in  the  work  already  referred  to,  and  which 
furnished  him  with  subjects  for  his  muse.  His  companion 
,  in  some  of  these  tours  was  a  Mr.  Nicol,  a  man  of  consi- 
derable talents,  but  ecceutric  manners,  who  was  endeared 
to  Burns  not  only  by  the  warmth  of  his  friendship,  but  by 
a  certain  congeniality  of  sentiment  and  agreement  in  ha- 
bits. This  sympathy,  in  some  other  instances,  made  our 
poet  capriciously  fond  of  companions,  who,  in  the  eyes  of 
men  of  more  regular  conduct  and  more  refined  notions^ 
were  insufferable. 

During  the  greater  part  of  the  winter,  1787-8,  Burns 
again  resided  in  Edinburgh,  and  entered  with  peculiar 
relish  into  its  gaieties.  By  his  patrons  of  the  higher  order 
he  was  still  respected  and  caressed  ;  but,  as  the  singu- 
larities of  his  manner  displayed  themselves  more  openly, 
and  as  the  novelty  of  his  appearance  wore  off,  he  became 
less  an  object  of  general  curiosity  and  attention.  He  lin- 
gered long  in  this  place,  however,  in  hopes  that  some  si- 
tuation would  have  been  offered  which  might  place  him  in 
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iadependence  :  but  as  it  did  not  seem  probable  that  any 
ihiog  of  that  kind  would  occur  soon,  he  begai>  seriously  to 
reflect  that  he  had  a&  yet  acquired  no  permanent  situation 
in  the  world,  and  that  tours  of  pleasure  -and  praise  would 
not  provide  for  the  wants  of  a  family.     Influenced  by  these 
eonsideratious,  and  probably  ashamed  of  a  delay  which  was 
not  in  unison  with  his  native  independence  of  ipind,  he 
quitted  Edinburgh  in  the  mouth  of  February  IJ^B^    Find:- 
iiig  himself  .roaster  of  nearly  -500/.  from  the  sale  of  his 
poemsy  after  discharging  all  expenqes,  he  took  the  farm 
of  Elitalaud,.  near  Dumfries,^  and  stocked  it  with  part  .of 
this  Dioney^  besides   generou  ly  advancing   2007.    to  his 
brother  Gilbert,  who  was  strugglmg  witU  many  diij^culties 
in  the  farm  of  Mossgiel.     He  was  now  also  legally  united 
to  Mrs.  Burns,  who  joined  him,  with  their  children,  about 
the  end  of  this  year;  and  now.cebuiU  the  dwetlin^-bou^e 
on  his  farm,  to  render  it  more,  commodious  to  his  family  ^ 
and  while  the  regulations  of  the  farm  had  jtbe  charm  of  no- 
velty, he  passed  his  time  in  more  tranquillity  than  he  had 
lately  experienced.     But,   unfortunately,    his   old   habits 
were  rather  interrupted  than  broken^  He  was  again  invited 
into  liocial  parties,  with  the  additional  n^commeudation  of 
a  man  who  had  seen  .the  world,  and  lived,  with  the  great; 
and  again  partook  of  those  irregularities  for  which  men  of 
warm  imaginations,  and  conversation-talents,  find  too  many 
apologies.     But  a  circumstance  now  occurred  which  pre- 
sented a  new  species  of  temptations,  and  threw  many  ob- 
stacles in. his  way  as  a  farmer. 

It  has  already  been  noticed,  that  Burns  very  fondly 
cherished  those  notions  of  independence,  aud  those  feel- 
ings of  an  independent  spirit  that  are  dear  to  the  young 
and  ingenuous,  and  were,  perhaps,  not  less  so  to  him,  be- 
cause so  often  sung  by  tlie  greatest  of  our  poets.  But  he 
had  not  matured  these  notions  by  reflection  ;  and  he  was 
now  to  learn,  that  a  little  knowledge  of  the  world  will 
overturn  many  such  airy  fabrics.  If  we  may  form  any 
judgment,  however,  from  his  correspondence,  his  expec- 
tations were  not  very  extravagant,  since  he  expected  only 
that  some  of  his  illustrious  patrons  would  have  placed  him, 
on  whom  they  had  bestowed  the  honours  of  genius,  in  a 
situation  where  his  exertions  might  have  been  uninter- 
rupted by  the  fatigues  of  labour,  and  the  calls  of  want. 
Disappointed  in  this,  be  now  formed  a  design  of  applying 
ior  the  oiHce  of  exciseman,  as  a  kind  of  resource  in  case 
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his  expectattopft  from  the  fann  sho^ld  be  baffled.  By  the 
interest  of  one  of  his  friends,  this  object  was  accomplished; 
and  after  the  usual  forms  were  gone  through,  he  was  ap^ 
pointed  exciseman,  or,  a$  it  is  vulgarly  called,  gauger,  of 
{he  district  in  which  he  lived.  It  soon  appeared,  as  might 
naturally  have  been  expected,  that  the  duties  of  this  office 
wpre  incompatible  with  his  previous  employment  **  His 
farm^**  says  Dr.  Currie,  '^  was,  in  a  great  measure,  aban- 
doned to  his  servants,  while  he  betook  himself  to  the  duties 
of  his  new  appointment  He  might  still,  indeed,  be  seeii 
in  the  s{^ring,  directing  his  plough,  a  labour  in  which  he 
excelled,  or  with  a  white  sheet,  containing  his  seed-corn^ 
slung  across  his  shoulders,  striding  with*measured  steps 
along  his  turned-up  furrows,  and  scattering  the  grain  in 
the  earth.  But  his  farm  no  longer  occupied  the  principal 
part  of  his  care  or  his  thoughts.  It  was  not  at  Eltisland 
that  he  was  now  in  general  to  be  found : — Mounted  on 
horse-back,  this  high-minded  poet  was  pursuing  the  de- 
faulters of  the  revenue  among  the  hills  and  vales  of  Niths- 
dale,  his  roving  eye  wandering  over  the  charms  of  nature^ 
and'  muttering  his  wayward  fancies  as  he  moved  along/* 

About  this  time  (1792),  he  was  solicited,  and  cheerfully 
.consented,  to  give  his  aid  to  a  beautiful  work,  entitled  ^*  A 
select  collection  of  original  Scottish  Airs  for  the  Voice  :  to 
which  are  added  introductory  and  concluding  symphonies 
9^nd  accompamiments  for  the  piano  forte  and  violin,  by 
Pleyel  and  Kozeluch ;  with  select  and  characteristic  verses 
by  the  most  admired  Scottish  poets,  &c.'*  This  work  was 
projected  by  Mr.  George  Thomson,  of  Edinburgh,  in  whom 
Burns  would  have  found  a  generous  employer,  had  he  hot, 
from  motives  understood  only  by  himself,  refused  every 
offer  of  remuneration. '  He  wrote,  however,  with  attention 
and  without  delay,  for  this  work,  all  the  songs  which  form 
the  third  volume  of  the  edition  of  bis  works  in  3  vols.  ISmo; 
to  which  may  be  added  those  he  contributed  to  the 
*^  Scots  Musical  Museum,'^  conducted  by  Mr.  James  JohUr 
son,  and  published  in  volumes,^  from  niil  to  1797. 

Burns  also  found  leisure  to  form  a  society  for  purchasing 
and  circulating  books  among  the  farmers  of  the  neighbour- 
hood; but  these,  however  praiseworthy  employments,  stiU 
interrupted  the  atten.tion  he  ought  to  have  bestowed  on  hi^ 
farm,  which  became  so  unproductive  that  he  found  it  conv 
venient  to  resign  it,  and,  disposing  of  his  stock  and  crop^ 
jremov^d  to  a  small  house  which  he  had  t^ken  in  Dum&i^^ 
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a  shorji;  time  previous  to  his  lyric  engagement  widi  Mf. 
Thomson.  He  bad  now  received  from  the  board  of  escise^ 
in  consequence  of  his  diligence  and  inte^rrity,  an  appoint- 
ment to  a  new  district,  the  emoluments  of  which  amounted 
to  about  seventy  pounds  sterling  per  annum.  While  at  Dum- . 
fries,  his  temptations  to  irregularity,  partly  arising  from  the 
wandering  and  unsettled  duties  of  his  office,  and  partly 
from  the  killing  kindness  of  his  friends,  recurred  so  fre- 
quently as  nearly  to  overpower  those  resolutions,  which  he 
appears  to  have  formed  with  a  perfect  knowledge  of  what  is 
right  and  prudent  During  his  quiet  moments,  however^ 
he  was  enlarging  his  fame  by  those  admirable  compositions 
he^  sent  to  Mr.  Thomson :  and  his  tempomry  sallies  and 
ilashes  of  imagination,  in  the  merriment  of  the  social  table; 
still  bespoke  a  genius  of  wonderful  strength  and  of  high 
captivations.  It  has  been  said,  indeed,  with  great  justice, 
that,  extraordinary  as  his  poems  are,  they  afford  but  an 
inadequate  proof  of  the  powers  of  their  author,  or  of  that 
acuteness  of  observation  and  fertility  of  depression  he  dis- 
played on  the' most  common  topics  in  conversation.  In 
the  so(iiety,  likewise,  of  persons  of  taste  and  respectability, 
he  could  refrain  from  those  indulgences  which  anioiig  bis 
more  constant  companions  probably  formed  his  chief  re- 
commendation. 

The  emoluments  of  his  office,  which  now  composed  his 
whole  fortune,  soon  appeared  insufficient  for  the  main- 
tenance of  his  family.  He  did  not,  indeed,  from  the  first, 
expect  that  they  could;  bot  he  had  hopes  of  promotion  at 
no  great  distance  of  time,  and  would  probabl)'  have  at- 
tained it,  if  he  had  not  forfeited  the  favour  of  the  board  of 
excise,  by  some  conversations  on  the  -state  of  public  affiiirs^ 
the  revolution  of  France,  &c.  which  were  deemed .  highly 
improper,  and  were,  probably,  reported  to  the  board  in  a 
way  not  calculated  to  lessen  their  effect  An  inquiry  was 
therefore  instituted  into  his  conduct,  the  result  of  which^ 
although  rs^ther  favourable,  was  not  so  much  so  as  to  re- 
instate hioi  in  the  good  opinion  of  the  commissioners.  In- 
tere;3t  was  necessary  to  enable  him  to  retain  his  office ;  and 
he  was.  informed  that  his  promotion  was  deferred,  and  must 
depend  on  bis  future  behaviour.  He  is  said  to  have  de- 
fended himself  on.  this  occasion  in  a  letter  addressed  to 
one  of  the  board  with  much  spirit  and  skill.  He  wirote 
another  letter  to  a  gentleman,  who,  hearing  that  he  had 
heen  dismissed  ^p^Jua  situiktion^  proposed  a  subsoriptioa 
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foe :faim.  In  this  last  he  gives  an  account  of  the  whole 
transaction,  and  endeavours  to  vindicate  his  loyalty  *-  he 
aUo  contends  for  an  independeoce  of  spirit,  which  he 
certainly  possessed,  and  which,  in  many  instances,  he  de- 
cidedly proved,  but  which  yet  appears  to  have  partaken  of 
that  ardent  zeal  and  extravagance  of  sentiment  which  are 
fiuer  to  point  a  stanza  than  to  conduct  a  life. 

Although  not  satisfied  with  the  issue  of  this  affair,  he 
icontinued  to  look  up  to  the  contingencies  and  gradations 
of'  pronk>tion.  In  a  letter  written  to  one  of  his  patrons 
(whose  name  is  concealed),  dated  1794,  he  states  that  he 
is  cin  th^  list  of  supervisors ;  that  in  two  or  three  years  ha 
shoujid  be  at  the  head  of  that  list,  and  be  appointed,  as  a. 
matjKer  of  course;  but  that  then  a  friend  might  be  of  ser« 
vice  m  getting  >him  into  a  part  of  the  kingdom  which  he 
would  like.  A  supervisor's  income  varies  from  about  120/. 
to  200/.  a  year ;  but  the  business,  he  says,  is  ^  an  inces- 
sant <lrudgery,  and .  would  be  nearly  a  complete  bar  to 
every  species  of  literary  pursuit,'*  He  proceeds,  how- 
-ever,  to  observe,  that  the  moment  he  is  appointed  super* 
visor  in  the  common  routine,  he  might  be  nominated  on 
the  collector's  list,  ^^  and  this  is  always  a  business  purely 
of  political  patronage.  A  coUectorsfaip  varies  from  ?nu(^A 
b)stter  than  two  hundred  a  year  to  near  a  thousand;  CoU 
lectors  also  come  forwand  by  precedency  on  the  list, 
and  have,  besides  a  handsome  income;  a  life  of  complete 
leisure.  A  life  of  literary  leisure,  with  a  decent  compe- 
tence>  is  the  summit  of  my  wishes."  He  then  respectfully^ 
solicits  the  interest  of  his  correspondent  to  facilitate  this. 

He  was  doomed,  hoWver,  to  continue  in  his  present 
employment  for  the  remainder  of  his  days,  which  were  not 
many.  ,  His  constitution,  which  ^*  had  all  the  peculiarities 
and  delicacies  that  belong  to  the  temperament  of  genius,** 
was  novv  rapidly  decaying ;  yet,  although*  sensible  that  his 
race  was  nearly  run,  bis  resolutions  of  aniendment  were 
but  feeole.  His  temper,  amidst  many  struggles  between, 
principle  and  passion,  became  irritable  and  gloomy,  and 
he  was  even  insensible  to  the  kind  forgiveness  and  soothing 
attentions  of  his  affectionate  wife.  In  the  month  of  Jt|ne, 
1796,  he  removed  to  Brow,  in  Annandale,  about  teti  miles 
from  Dumfries,  to  try  the  effect  of  sea-bathing ;  a  remedy 
that  at  first,  he  imagined,  relieved  the  rheumatic  pains 
in  his  limbs,  with  which >  he  had  been  afflicted  for  some 
moqtlis ;  but  this  .  was  immediately  followed  by  'a^^nevr 
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attapk  f^  feven  Whe^^rougbt  back  lo  bis  bouse  aiSum^ 
ffieS)  on  the  I8tli  ofjaly,  be  was  no  longer  able  to  stan4 
upright.  The  fever  increased,  attended  with  deliriam  and 
debility,  and  on  the  ^ii^^,  he  expired,  in  the  thiity*eigbtk' 
year  of  his  age.  His  funeral  was  accoBipanied  with  mi* 
litary  .hpoQursy  bot. only.. by,  the;  corps  of  Dumfries  volun^ 
teers,  of  which  he.AyaSj%  oiemb^r,  but  by  the  fencible  in* 
fantry,..and..a  jregini^ti  of  .the  Cijique  Port  cavalry,  then 
qu^tere4  ill  Quinfries. 

V  He  left  Aiwidp^y  and  four  40ns,  for  whom  the  inbabit^ts 
c^JD^m/jHies^opene^a  subsqription,.  whic,h,  being  exteiule4 
t9t>Kt)g/and,.iprpducad  a  considerable  ;fqm  for  their  imme* 
diatejnecefisiti^s*  This  has  since. beon  augmented,  by  tbf^ 
priptfits  of  the  splendid  edition  of  bi$  wor]is«'  printed  in  ^ui; 
volumes,  %vq;  to  which  Or^  Currie,  ofXiverpool,.;  pref« 
fixed  a  life,  written  with. much  elegance  and  taste.       .,  ^ 

As  to  the  person  of  our. poet,,  he  is,  desprib^d  ,as  being 
Bearly  fi¥.e  feet  ten,  w;bes  in  beigU^  and  of  a  form  tba( 
indicated  agility  a&  well,  .a^  strength.  His  well-raised  fone* 
bead,  shaded  with  black  cnrling  hair,  expressed  uncom* 
mon.  capacity.  His  ey<^.  were  large,  dark,  full  of  ardour 
and  i^nimation.  His  face,  was  w)eU  foriped,  and  his  cquo^ 
tenauce  uncoQinionly  interesting*.  jOf  bis  general  beh^ 
viour,  some,  traits  b^ve  already,  been  given.  It  usually 
bespoke  a  laiad  conscious  of  superior; ,. talents,,  not  howevef 
unmixed  with  the  .afijections  which  beget, familiarity  and 
affability^  It  was  coaseqviendy.  various,  according,  to  the 
Y^urious  modes  in  which  be  was  addressed,  or  supposed 
bimself  to  be  treated:  for  it  .may  eaaiily  be  imagined  that 
be  often,  felt  disrespect  where  none  wos  meant.  His  con- 
versation is  uni;|rersally  allowed  to  bave'been  uncommoiiLj 
£B^cinating,  and  rich  in  wit,  humour,^  wbim,  and  occasion*- 
ally  in  seqpus  and  opposite  reflection-  This  excellence, 
however,  proved  a  lasting  misfortune  to  him :  fpr.while  it 
proiiur^dihim  the  friendship  of  men  pf  character  and  taste, 
IP  wbose  company  his  humour  was  guarded  and  chaste,  it 
had  also,  allurements  for  the  lowest  pf  mankind,  who  know 
pq  difference  between  freedom  and  licentiousness,  and  aie 
li)e?er  sp  completely  gratified  as  when  genius  condescends 
lo  giver  a  kind  of  sanction  to  their  grossoess.  Yet  with  all 
bii^  failings,  no  man  had  a  quicker  appr^h^ension  of  right  and 
wroQg  in.  human  conduct,  or  av  stronger  sense  of  what  waa 
yiidiouiQus  or  mean  in  morals  or  mannprs^o!  His  own  errors 
be wf^  knew  andiamented^  au4  that  spirit  of  ijadepear 
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dehee  which  he  craimed,  and  so  firequendy. exhibited,  pre- 
served him  from  injustice  or  selfish  insensibiiity.  He  died 
p66r^  but  not  in  debt,  and  left  behind  him  a  name,  th^i 
fttme  of  which  will  not  be  soon  eclipsed. 

Of  his  poems,,  which  have  been  so  often  printed,  and  so 
eagerly  read,  it  would  be  unnecessary  here  to  enter  iiito  a 
crnical  examination.  All  readers  of  taste  and  sensibility 
faafre  agreed  to  assign  him  a  high  rank  among  the  rural 
poets  of  his  country.  His  prominent  excellencies  are  hu» 
modf,  tenderness,  and  sublimity ;  a  combination  rarely 
fodrfd  in  modern  times,  unless  in  the  writings  of  a  few  poe^ 
of  the  very  highest  fame^  with  whom  it  wdmd  be  improper 
to  compare  him.  As  he  always  wrote  under  die  impres* 
sidn  of  actual  feeling,  much  of  the  character  of  the  man 
may  be  discovered  in  the  poet  He  executed  no  gfeat 
work,  for  he  never  was  in  a  situation  which  could  afford 
the  means  of  preparing,  executing,  and  polishing  a  work 
of  magnitude.  His  time  he  was  compelled  to  borrow  from 
labour,  anxiety,  and  sickness.  Hence  his  poems  are  short, 
vstrious,  and  frequently  irregular.  It  is  not  always  easy  to 
predict,  from  the  beginning  of  them,  what  the  conclusion  or 
general  management  will  be.  They  were  probably  written 
at  one  effort,  and  apparently  with  ease.  He  follows  the 
guidance  of  an  imagiiiation,  fertile  in  its  images,  but  irre* 
gular  in  its  expressions,  and  apt  to  be  desultory.  Hence 
he  mixes  the  most  affecting  tenderness  with  ^humour  al^ 
most  course,  and  from  this  frequently  soars  to  a  sentimeilt 
of  sublimity,  a  lofty  flight,  indicative  of  the  highest  fi^oi^ers 
of  the  art.  Although  in  pursuit  of  flowers,  he  doefsndt 
scruple  to  pick  up  a  weed,  if  it  has  any  thing  singutar  in 
its  appearance,  or  apposite  in  its  resemblance.  Yel  the 
reader,  who  has  been  accustomed  to  study  riature,  and  the 
varieties  of  the  human  mind,  will  always  find  something  in 
unison  with  his  boldest  transitions. 

If  the  merit  of  a  poet  is  to  be  estimated  by  comparison. 
Burns  has  certainly  surpassed  his  countrymen  Ramsay  and 
Fergusson,  the  only  two  writers  of  any  eminence  with 
whom  a  comparison  has  been,  or  can  be  instituted,  in  faiiS; 
early  attempts,  these  were  the  best  models  he  had  to  foU 
low ;  and  it  is  evident  that  he  had  studied  their  works,  ^nd 
derived  considerable  improvement  fifom  them.  He  ac- 
knowledged that,  meeting  with  Fergusson's  Scottish  Poems^ 
be  '*  strung  his  l3rreanew  with  emulating  vigour.**  But  still 
he  exceeds  in  versatility  of  talent.    The  poems  qf  Ramsa]^ 
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and  Fergiri^n  are  characterized  by  humour  or  pathos 
only  :  but  our  poet,  wtiiie  his  humour  was  ttiore  exuberant 
4han  theirs,  and  his  pathos  equally  touching,  rose  superior 
by  flights  of  the  sublime  and  terrible,  which  they  never 
attained.  He  may  therefore  be  believed  when  he  says, 
that  "  although  he  bad  these  poets  fi-equently  in  his  eye, 
it  was  rather  with  a  view  to  kindle  at  their  flame,  than  to 
servile  imitation." 

Burns  was  entirely  the  poet  of  nature.— Of  literature  he 
had  none.  He  knew  the  Greek  and  Roman  poets,  if  he 
knew  them  at  all,  only  in  translations.  There  have  been, 
indeed,  few  poets  less  indebted  to  art  and  education.  He 
was  a  total  stranger  to  the  tinsel,  the  overloading  epithets^ 
and  other  shifts  of  modern  poets.  If  he  read  French,  he 
imbibed  nothing  of  the  French  manner :  but  his  knowledge 
of  that  language  does  not  appear  to  have  been  very  inti- 
mate,  although  some  common-place  phrases  occurin  his 
letters.  What  superior  culture  might  have  done  for  a 
mind  naturally  vigorous  and  easily  susceptible  of  know«- 
ledge,  we  shall  not  now  inquire.  Burns's  works  claim 
no  charitable  allowance  on  account  of  the  obscurity  of  his 
birth,  or  the  smallness  of  his  acquisitions ;  they  are  such  as 
few  ^scholars  could  have  produced,  and  such  as  learning 
could  not  have  materially  improved :  as  a  poet,  he  may 
await  the  verdict  of  criticism,  without  the  least  necessity  of 
putting  in  the  plea  of  poverty,  or  want  of  literature.  In 
all  his  works,  he  discovers  his  feelings,  without  betraying 
bis  situation.  Had  they  been  sent  into  the  world  without 
a  name,'  conjecture  would  haye  found  no  pretence  to  fix 
them  on  a  ploughman,  or  to  suppose  that  they  were  pub** 
lisbed  merely  to  raise  pity  and  relief. 

By  some  it  has  been  regretted,  that  the  best  perform- 
Unces  of  our  poet  are  in  a  language  now  accounted  bar- 
barous, which  is  never  used  in  serious  writing,  and  which 
is  gradually  falling  into  disuse,  because  every  man  gets  rid 
of  it  as  soon  as  be  can.  It  has  been  asked,  why  he  should 
write  only  for  a  part  of  the  island,  when  he  could  command 
the  admiration  of  the  whole?  In  answer,  it  has  beea 
urged,  that  he  wrote  for  the  peasantry  of  his  country,  in  a 
language  which  was  to  them  familiar,  and  rich  in  expres-r 
s|on.  It  was  likewise  for  many  years  the  only  language  he 
]knew  so  iwell  Ieis  to  be  able  to  express  himself  fluently  in  it; 
Jiis  early  thoughts  were  conveyed  in  it,  and  it  was  endeared 
to  him  by  the  pleasures  of  memory  and  Association.    H^ 
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wrot^  it  when Jtie,^ had  no  rery,e%iqfPWfe  aJo^bitioii^  and 

when  he  had  no  suspicion  that  it  would  obscure  bis  seQtif«. 
in«nts,  or  narrow  his  fail^a  Nor,  itjnj^^t  be  confessed,, 
bas  he  been  disappointed  in  h^s  e;(peG^ti:ons^.  if  we  sup^ 
pose  that  they  w^r/^E^ore  enlarged^  ,1^  EMglaod^  Ireland^^ 
and  America^  his  poems  hav^.been  i^oad.and  studied  with; 
pleasure  and,  avidity,  amidst  all  t^e[,inl^rfuptions  pf  glos« 
sarial  reference.  These  remarks,  however^  don^t  apply: 
to^any  of  his. graver  poems  vtrhich. are. .written  iti  English, 
and  in  English  wi^cb  proves  .  ^bat  he  hdA  c^jtivaf:^d  that 
language  with  attention  ajiid  «^;i^e^s;  althojugb  he,didiif»|2 
conceive  it  to  be  adapted  to  such  pieces  as  be  iatended^ 
perhaps  exclusively,  fovthe  use  or  bis  .humble,  neigbboucs^ 
and  to  give  classic  dignity  to  his  native  scenery.       .   • 

It  has  already  been  mentioned,  that  Burns  bad  received 
a  religious  education,,  such  ^  is  ^ppo^mon  to  the  lower, 
classes  in  Scotland ;  and  it  may  b^  observed,  that  many  of 
his  sentimetnts  run.  in  a  d^eyotional  strain,  while  he  fre- 
quently, but  not  always  with  c^qual. judgment,  introduces 
tpe  language  and  imagery  of  the^Holy  Scriptures  id.  his 
writings.     It  is  to  be  lamented,  .bpwever,  that  tfae..£eli-r 
gious  impressions  of  his  youth  \yere  qe^th^  so  strong  nor^ 
so  durable  as  to  aflprd  hijn  consolatipi^  amidst  tlw  uotowar^ 
'  events  of  his  fife.    He  appears  to  have  bf^en  mucb  ^e^lM 
by  the  bigotry  of  bis  neighbours;,  and  lias  ^tirizjed  it  with 
peculiar  humour ;  byt  in  this  discharge  qf  what  be  a^igbn 
think  was  his  duty,  he.  overlooked  the  mean  betwixt  super-f 
stitiop  and  unbelief.     In  bis  latteir  dijiys  be.  felt  si^verfily  the 
folly  of  thu£». removing  from,  one  extreqie  to.ai^her ;  and 
probably  lamented  the  loss  of  that  b^pier  framie  of  mind 
in  which  he  wrote  the  concluding  ver$^  of  the.'-  Cotter^^ 
Saturday  Night/'     Let  us  hope,  however, .  that ,  bis  me^ny 
and  frank  acknowledgments  of  error  finally  ended  in  tba| 
^^  repentance  which  is  not  to  be  repented  of,''     It  is  bjui 
justice  to  add,  that  he  corrected  certain  improprieties  in^i' 
troduced  into  his  early  poems ;  and  it  was  bis  inteiMion  la 
have  revised  all  bis  works,  and  make  reparation  to  the  ifi'<i 
dividuals  he  had  been  supposed  to  irritate,  or  to  the  sub^ 
jeets  ha  bad  treated  with  unbecoming  levity.     "  When  we 
reflect/'  says  Mr.  Mackenzie,  ^^  on  his  rank  io  Uf^;  tha. 
habits  to  which  he  must  ha.ve  been  subject,  and  the  society, 
in  which  he  must  have  mixed,  we  regret,  perhaps,  more 
thaa  wonder,  that  delicacy  should  be  so  often  oflfended  in 
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•  perorifig  a  vdlume  in  which  there  is  so  much  to  interest 
and  please  us.'* 

The  character  of  Burns  will  still  be  incomplete,  without 
some  notice  of  his  abilities  as  a  prose^writer ;  for  of  these 
we  have  ample  proofs  in  his  familiar  correspondence.   That 
his  letters  were  never  intended  for  the  public  eye,  that 
many  of  them  are  mutilated,  and  that  some,  perhaps^ 
might  have  been  suppressed,  are  deductions  which  do  not 
affect  their  merit  as  the  effusions  of  a  very  uncommon 
mind,^  ehriched  with  knowledge  far  beyond  what  coufd 
ka^'ebeen  reasonably  expected  in  his  situation.     Heap* 
pears  to  have  cultivated  Engli  A  prose  with  care,  and  cer- 
tainly wrote  it  With  a  sprightly  fluency.     His  turns  of  ex- 
pression are  various  and  surprizing,  and,  when  treating* 
the  most  common  topics,  his  sentiments  are  singular  and 
animskted.     His  letters,  however,  would  have  attained  a 
higher  portion  of  graceful  expression,  and  would  have 
been  more  generally  pleasing,  had  they  not  been  toc^' fre- 
quently the  fittthfiil  transcripts  of  a  disappointed  miild^ 
gloomily  bent  on  one  set  of  indignant  and  querulous  reflec- 
tions.    But  with  this,  and  another  exception  which  might 
be  made  to  these  letters,  from  a  frequent  imitation  of  the 
discursive  manner  of  Sterne,  they  must  ever  be  considered 
as  decided  piroofs  of  genius.    They  contain  many  admifa- 
ble  specimens  of  critical  acumen,  and  many  flights  of  hu- 
mour, and  observations  on  life  and  manners,  which  fatly 
justify  our  belief  that,  had  he  cultivated  his  prose  talents 
only,  he  might  have  risen  to  very  high  distinction  in  epis- 
tolary or  essay  writing.     Upon  the  whole,  Burns  was'  a 
man  who  undoubtedly  possessed  great  abilities  with  great 
failings.    The  former  he  received  from  nature,  he  prized 
them  highly,    and  he  improved  them ;    the  latter  were 
exaggerated  by  circumstances  less  within  his  controul,  and 
by  disappointments  which,  trusting  to  the  most  liberal  en- 
couragement ever  offered  to  genius,  be  could  not  have 
foreseen.     They  may^  yet  serve  to  guard  ambitious  and 
ardent  minds  from  similar  irregularities  and  wanderings, 
and  to  explain  why  such  a  man,  after  the  first  burst  of  po- 
pular applause  was  past,  lived  and  died  more  unhappily 
than  would  probably  have  been  the  case  had  he  never 

known  what  it  was  to  be  caressed  and  admired.  * 

■■,  ■   .  .  •  »       "• 

1  Abridged  from  a  tketcfa  of  \m  life»  written  hf  the  editor  of  this  DicUomry, 
fw  ao  edition  of  bis  works,  3  toIs.  12iiio< 
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BURROUGHES  (Jer^iah),  a  puritim^  jirioei  9^ 
born  in  1599,  and  educated  at  Cambridge,  b«t  w£^  obttgedx 
loi  .quit  that  uniirersity  for  nonconforaHty^  He  sheltered 
bimsdf  for  someitime  under  tbe  hoispilab^iroof  x>f  the  earl 
of  Warwick, .and  afterwards  retired -lo  HoUaady  where  he 
was  chosen  nunister  of, an  English  eongregation  at  Rotter- 
dam. In  1642  he  returned  to  £ngland,  and  becaiiie 
IKeachjer  of  two  of  the  largest  aiid  most  numerous^ congre* 
g^^tioHs  in  Londoiy,  Ste|>ney  and  Cripplegate.  <  k  was.  not 
jbi:^.  object  to  spveaid  eedition,  but  peace^  for  which  b)e,:eV' 
fiesUy  laboured.  His.  ^^  Irenicum*'*  was  one  of'  dae^isi^t 
subjects  upon  which.he  preaebed.  Hewois  a  man  of  i^ftm- 
ing^  candour,  and  modesty,  ( and  of  irreproachable  lijb»:  A 
eoijisiderable  number  of  his  writings  are  in  print,  oetany  of 
ivtiich  were  published  after  his  deatb^  which  happened  No« 
Ton^ber  14,  1646;  When- the  asse^nbly  of  divines  reformed 
the  chMrcb  by  placing  that  of'^cQtland  in  lieu  of  that  of 
England,  Mr.  Burroiughes  was  a  dissenter  from  their  de- 
crees, and  lamented  that  after  all  the  laiBchiefs  of  rebeiiion 
and  revolution,  men  were  not  allowed  to  have  Liberty <  of 
OQQscience'  ai^y  more  than  before*  These  divisions  are 
satd ,  to  have  shortened  his  days.  Baxter  us^  to  say  that 
if  aiLpresbytecians  hfid^.been  like  Mr.  Marshall,  and  dil  in- 
dependents like>Mr<  Buoonghes,  their  diSier^nces  niight 
easily,  have  been  compromised.  •  $lucb  men,  bptvever,  in 
those  distracted  times  were  the  ^^  rari  nantes  in  gurgite 
vasto."  We  have  before  us  a  list  of  twelve  quartos,  and 
four  octavos,  mostly  publi^ed  from.hi^  MSS<  after  his 
death,  among  which  is  ^n  ^^  Exposition  on  Hosea,^'  3  vols. 
but  none  of  them  seem  to  have  attained  any  great  degree 
of  popularity. ' 

.  BURJIOUGHS  (Sir  John),  '  knt.  garter  king  at  arms,  is 
said  to.  have  been  the  son  of  a  gardener  or'  a  brewer  at 
Sandwich,  who  appears,  however^  ip  have  been  a  person  of 
considerable  opulence,  as  he  married  into  the  family  of  the 
Dennes  of  Dennehill,  and  gave  his  son  a  very  liberal.edu* 
catioii.  He  studied  law  in  G](^y's-inn,  and  in  1623^,  v^ 
appointed  keeper  of  the  records  in  the  Tower,  and  about 
the  same  time  became  secretary  to  the  Earl  Marshal.  In 
the- former  reign  (Elizabeth)  he  had  been  created  Mowbray 
herald  extraordinary,  to  enable  him  to ;  become.a  king  at 
arms,  upon  a  vacancy,  and  was  knighted  by  king  James  I. 

1  Neal'i  PuriUini*-*«^r«iger^  voU  IL 
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July  11  f  1624.  He  attended  Charles  I*  when  he  vmnt  w 
Scotland  tJo  be  crowned.  In  1633  be  was  madegartM 
king  at  arms.  In  1636,  be  obtained  a^  grant  to;entitle  bfas 
to  the  foes  and  perquisites  of  his  o&cef  because  he  had 
been  abroad  upon  the  business  of  the  crown,  which  ena*- 
bled  him  to,  take  his  share  of  the  dues  of  his  oflBce,  the 
same  as  if  he  had  been  personally  present  in  the  college. 
In  1640|  he  attended  the  treaty  held  by  the  sovereign  with 
his  subjects  iu  Scotland,  and  upon  the  civil  war  breaktn^ 
out^  withdrew  from  the  college,  to  attend  his  duty  upon; 
his  royal  master.  Whilst  in  this  service,  a  grace  passed 
in  convocation  at  Oxford  for  the  degree  of  LL.  D.  but 
Wood  says  it  does  not  appear  by  the  register  whether  hm 
was  admitted,  which,  however,  is  highly  probable.  He 
died  at  Oxford,  Oct.  21, 1643)  and  was  buried  in  Christ; 
church  cathedral.  He  wrote,  1.  ^^  Impetus  juveniles,  et 
quasdam  sedations  aliqusmtulum  animi  epistolsB,"  Oxot). 
1643,  8vo,  in  which  his  name  is  Latinized  into  Burrkns^ 
Mo&t  of  the  epistles  are  written  to  Philip  Bacon,  sir  Francis 
Bacon  (lord  Yerulam),  Thomas  Farnabie,  Thomas  Cc^pia^- 
sir  Henry  Spelman,  &<i.  2.  "  The  Sovereignty  of  the 
British  Seas,  proved  by  records,  &c."  written  in  1633,  but^ 
not  published  until  16^9  i^  12 mo*  Wood  says  he  alsaiBtale( 
'*A  Collection  of  Records  in  the  Tower  of  London;^^ 
There  are  many  MS  pedigrees  remaining  of  his  drawing* 
up.  In  the  Inner  Temple  library  is  a  commentary  in  MS; 
from  his  pen,  on  the  formulary  for  combats  before  4b9 
constable  ^nd  marshal.  His  abilities  and  erudition  wers^ 
universally  acknowledged  during  his  life.  ^ 

BURROW  (Sir  Jam£S),  born  in  1701,  was  mademft»^ 
ter  of  the  crown-office  in  1724,  and  was  elected  F.  ILSb- 
1737,  F.  A.  S.  1751.  On  the  death  of  Mr.  West  in  1772, 
he  was  prevailed  on  to  fill  the  president's  chair  at  the  rc^l 
society  till  the  anniversary  election,  when  he  resigned  ifl 
to  sir  John  Pringle;  and  Aug.  10,  1773,  when  the  society 
presented  an  address  to  his  majesty,  he  received  the  ho«« 
nour  of  knighthood.  He  retained  his  mastership  of  the 
orown-ojBEice  till  his  death,  Nov.  5,  1782^  An  elegant 
whole-length  portrait  of  sir  James  Burrow  was  engraved, 
after  Devis,  by  Basire,  in  17  SO.  During  the  memorable 
presidency  of  the  great  earl  of  Mansfield,  sir  James  seems 

^  AUi.  Ox.  voL  n.  Fasti.— Noble's  College  of  Ann», 
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to  hirrebeen  tbefint  reporter ^f  la^  casfes.     From. a  sened 
of  many  years'  attendance  on  the  court  of  kitig^s'foeheh 
officially,  and  from  a  constant  habit  ahd  attention  to  icc^-' 
racy  in  preserving  notes  of  the  business  in  that  coiirtf,  andP 
being  further  assisted  by  the  records  which  passed  through 
bis.  hands  in  the  coursb  of  his  office,  he  was  partl&iilarly 
enabled  to  giveaicoUetction  of  th^  Cases  froiii  26  GetrgelL 
to  12  Geoi^  IIL  in  which  getterally  the  arguments^*  the 
coun^  as  well  as  those  of  the  couit^  are  related'  iti  a  «ery 
full  and  accurate  manner,  and  iu  a  method -adapted- tt>  gire 
a  regular  view  of  the  actual  progress  of  the  oausfe  'asit  oc-" ; 
airred  in  court,  which  of  ^course  led  liie^Teporter  Into  ft 
more  tlt£^&  and  cireumstai^al  detail  -of  the  arguments 
tban  has  in  generaLbeen  thought  necessary  Joy  other  re^' 
porters,  tbut  which  appears  to  have  been  considered  by  the 
author  as  esaential  to  an  exact  report  bf  the  case,  as  well  as 
conducive  to  the  improvemeiit^sHP- die  student.     These  re*'' 
pcHts  iiave  theirefore  be^n  consvdbred  as  a  work  olf  the  firist 
necessity  in  At  library  ^f  a  ^Kodiern  lawyer.    They  have 
passed  through,  four  editions,  »tbe  last  of  which  was  printed 
with  additioml  notes  and  references'  in  1790,  5  vols,  royat- 
8vo*     Hie  also  qpniUished  ^a  separate  colleetio»  of  his  ^^  Be-* 
poets  of  (She  Deeiaions  of  the  Court  of  King^s  Benchynipbti 
Setllemem  cases^ 'from  the  year  1782  to  1776,'^  bavitig 
djtfisg  the  whole  of  that  peridd  uniformly  attendled  that 
coiHrt,'and  made  it  a  part  oi  his  employment  to  record  the 
moceediags  of  it^  and  in  this  plirt  of  his  labours  he  bad 
tbe  aatisfactton  of  being  greatly  instrumental  in  'proftnotiiig 
tbe  knowledge  of  this  much  litigated  branch  of  the  law, 
and  his  work  seems  to  have  had  the  ^fffect  of  lessening  the 
number  of  appeals  to  the  court  of  king's  bench.    These, 
decisions  have  been  twice  printed,  first  in  4to,  176S,  1772, 
and  17^6,  to  which  were  subjoined  a  few  thoughts  on 
pointing  (published  separately  in  1769  and  1772),  and  se« 
condly  in  1786,  with  marginal  notes  and  references.     It  is 
said  that  he  intended  to  have  published  his  reports  of'the 
caaes  decided  in  the  court  of  king's  bench,  during  the 
time  of  the  three  chief  justices  immediately  precedfing  lord 
Mansfield,  and  that  the  manuscripts  of  such  cases  were  in 
the  hands  of  Robert  Burrow,  esq.  his  nephew,  lately  de- 
ceased.    Sir  James  also  published,  without  his  name,  & 
few/<  Anecdotes  and  observations  relating  to  Oliver  Crom- 
well and  his  family,  serving  to  rectify  several  errors  con- 
Vol.  VII.  E  e 
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cerning  hiiDy  puUisked  by  NicoL  Comncniis  P*padopoli# 
in^his  *^  Hiitoria  gyinnasii  Patavioi,*'  1763^  4to.^ 

BURTON  (Henry),  was  born  at  Biraall  in  Yorkshirei^ 
about  1579;  and  educated  at  St  John's  college  in  Cwk^ 
bridge,  where  he  took  both  his  degprees  in  arts»^.  He  wa» 
afterwards  incorporated  M«  A»  at  Oxfiord,  and  tQok^e  de^ 
gree  of  B.  D«  He  6rst  was  tutor  to  the  sons  of  Jqrd  Gacey 
of  Lepington  (created  in  1625  earl  of  Monpoioiith),  and 
afterwards,  probably  by  his  h>rdship*s  inteiesit,  clerk  of  the 
cbset  to  prince  Henry;  and  after  his  deatsb  to  prince 
Charles,  whom  he  ^as  appointed  to  attend  into  Spain  in 
1628;  but,  for  reasons  unknown,  was  set  aside  after  pan 
of  his  goods  were  shipped,  and  upon  that  prince's  accession 
to  the  crown  #as  removed  from  being  his  clerk  of  the  ckw 
set.  Burton,  highly  disgusted  at  this  treatment,  took 
every  opportunity  of  expressing  his  resentment,  parties* 
larly  by  railing  against  the  bishops. 

In  April  1625,  he  presented  a  letter  to  king  Charles; 
remonstrating  against  Dr.  Neile  and  Dr»  Laud,  his  ma^ 
jesty's  continual  attendants,  as  popishly  affected;  aivl.  for 
this  was  forbidden  the  court  Soon  after  he  wa0  presenled 
to  the  rectory  of  St  Matthew's,  in  Friday^street,  Loodoo* 
In  Dec.  16S6,  be  was  summoned  to  appear*  before  Jin 
Duck,  one  of  the  commissioners  for  causes  ecdesiasticaJi 
who  tendered  to  him  the  oatht  ex  officio,  to  answer  to  cer* 
tain  articles  brought  against  him,  for  what  he  had  adi;«iiiced 
in  two  sermons  preached  in  his  own  church  on  the  pre^^ 
ceding  5th  of  November  *.  Burton,  instead  of  answering^ 
appealed  to  the  king  :  but  a  special  high»commissiofi  coniti 

•  .    '«• 

*  The  text  tbey  were  preached  upon  sect,  which  say,  &c/'  i»  thus  altereid : 

was  Proverbs  xxiv.  21,  29.     In  these  ^*  Koot  out  that  Babylonish  and  anti- 

two  sermons,  and  fti  his  apology,  he  christtan    s^ct   of   them  which  say." 

chari^    ih«  bishops  with  dangerous  Next,  **  Cut  off  those  workers  of  ii^t- 

plots  to  change  the  orthodox  religion  quity  whose  religion  is  rebellioiii  Sec.** 

established  m  Engtand,  and  to  hfva^  was,  in  the  book  printed  in  1635,  thtft 

in  Romish  superstition  in  the  room  of  uttered  :    "  Cut  off  those  workers  of 

it;  and  blamed  them  for  introdncing  iniquity  .who  turn  religion  into  rebel' 

several  innovations  Into  divine  worship,  lion.*' — -TTiat  the  prayers  for  Ihfe  na^'y 

Tb«V3hi«f  be  mentioned  were,  that  In  are  left  out  of  the  late  book  for  the 

the  epistle  the  Sunday  before  Easter,  fftst. — ^That  the  placing  the  commu- 

tHey  had  put  out  "  In,'*  and  made  it  niontable  altarwise,  at  the  upper  en^ 

**  At  the  namte  of  Jesus;*'  which  alter*  of  the  chancel,  was  done  to  advance 

alion  was  directly  atr^inat  the  act  of  and  usher  in  popery.    That  the  sccosd 

parliament.      That    two  places  were  service,  as  dainties,  was  said  there.—- 

changed  in  the  prayers  set  fofth  for  That  bowing  towards  the  altSr,    was 

th«  5th  of  November ;  namely,  *<  Root  worshfping  tfad  tabia,  &c. 
out  that  Babylonish  and  auticbri^tiaq 

i  Nicholses  Bowyar.— B<iclsmui*f  V^al  Biblipgraphy. 
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whiob  ^vas  called  soon  after  at  Doctors^  Commoni,  sus-^ 
ponded  him,  in  bi<  absence^  (roin<both  hk  office  and  b^ne-^' 
Site ;  on  wbich  he  tbonght  fit  to  abscond,  but  published  his 
Mo  sermons  under  the  title  of  "  For  God  and  the  Kin^  ;'^ 
together  with  an  apology,  justifying  his  appeal.     February  1 , 
a  Serjeant  at  arms^  with'  other  officers,  by  virtue  of  a  war- 
rant firoot  the  star« chamber,  broke  open  his  dbors,  seized 
bis  papers,  and  took  him  into  custody.     Nextdky,  hewas^ 
by  an  order  of  the  privy-council,  oommitted  to  the  Fleet 
prison  ;  from  which  place  be  dated  one  epistle 'to  his  ma- 
jesty, another  to  the  judges,  and  a  third  to  liie  "true- 
hearted  nobility."     March  II,  he  w>&j  prbeeeded  against 
in  the  star-^chamber,  for.  writing  and*  pubMshing  seditious^ 
aichtsmatical,  and  libellous  books,  against  tbfe  hierarchy  of 
die  church,  and  to  the  scandal  of  the  government.    To 
this  information  he  (and  Bastwick  and  Prynne  who  were 
indicted  with  him)  prepared  atTSwers  *.     In  the  end  of 
Sfaj  1637,  a  person  came  to  the  Fleet  to  examine  Burton 
upon   his  answer;  but  hearing  that  the  greatest  part  of 
it  had  been  expunged,  he  refused  to  be  examined,  un* 
less  his  answer  might  be  admitted  as  it  was  put  in,  or  he 
permitted  to  ptit  in  a  new  answer     June  2,  it  was  ordered 
by  the  ikmrtf  that  If  be  would  not  answer  to  interrogfct6ries 
framed  upon  his  answer,  he  ^ould  be  proceeded  against 
pro'Confesso.     Accordingly,  June  14,  Burton,  and  the  two 
others,  being'  brought  to  the  bar,  the  information  was  read ; 
and  no' legal  answer  having  been  put  in  in  time,  nor  filed 
cm  record,  the  court  began  for  this  contempt  to  proceed' 
to  sentence.     The  defendants  cried  out  for  justice,  that 
their  answers  might  be  read,  and  that  they  might  not  be 


.  * .  Their  cennsel  refused  to  t\ga  their 
answer,  for  fear  of  offendiu|f  the  <Ur- 
cbaniber.  The  defeadants  therefore 
jpeUtioned  the  court,  that  acoonUng  to 
ancient  precedents,  they  might  sijgn 
their  answers  with  their  own  hands; 
declaring,  they  would  abide  by  the 
penture  of  the  court,  if  they  di(l  not 
make  good  what  was  contained  therein. 
But  this  was  refused  by  the  court 
Burton's  answer  was  at  length  signed 
by  Holt,  a  bencher  of  Gray's-inn ;  who 
afterwards  withdrew  bis  hand,  because 
the  other  counsel,  out  of  fear,  would 
not  subscribe  it.  However,  Burton 
tendered  it  to  the  court,  desiring  Jt 
night  be  accepted,  or  Holt  ordered  to 


new  sign  it.  .The  court  ordered,  that 
it  might  be  receiv-ed  under  the  baud  of 
Holt  alonej  which  was  accordingly 
done.  After  it  had  lain  in  court  near 
three  weeks,  upon  the  attomey<gene« 
rat's  suggestion  to  the  court,  May  19, 
that  it  was  scandalous,  it  was  referred 
to  the  two  chief  justii^s,  sir  John 
Bramston  and  sir  John  Finch,  to  con* 
sider  of,  and  to  expunge  what  was  con- 
tained Uierein,  as  unfit  to  be  brought 
into  court,  or  otherwiBt  impertinent 
and  scandalous.  They  expunged  six* 
ty*four  whole  Jiheets ;  that  is,  the  whola 
answer,  except  six  lines  at  the  begin* 
ning,  and  about  twenty-foar  at  tbo 
latter  endt 
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cmidemied  unllelHni,  htit  beeaote  their  aniwert  Prert  t)bt 
filed  on  record,  tbeebiirt  piroceeded  to  pass  sentence: 
whieh  was,  that  Burton,  'Prymie,  and  Bastwick  pay  a  fine 
€€  5000/.  each,  and  tfiat  Barton  in^particular  be  depriTed 
of  his  ecclesiastical  beli^fice,  degraded  from  his  ininisterial 
function  and  degrees  in  the  unirersi^,  be  set  on*  the  pil- 
lory, have  both' his  ears  ciit  off  thc^ne,  tonfined  to  perpetual 
ck^  imprisonmeilt  in  Lancaster*  castle,  debarred  the  access 
of  hia  wife  or 'any  other  except  his  keeper,  iind  denied  tb6 
use  of  pen,  ink,  and  paper:  all  Which,  except -the  fin^ 
and  the  solitary  part  of  the  confinement,  was  executed  acw 
Gordingly,  and  the  catting  off  his  ears  v^h  eircumlstances 
of  great  cruelty,  they  being  pared  so  close,  that  the 
temporal  artery  was  cut.  Ihiring  his  tweWe  weeks  im^ 
prisonment  in  the  common  gaol  at  Lancaster,  great-crowds 
pitying  his  misfortunes  resorted  to  htm,  and  some  of  bis 
papers  being  dispersed  in  Lbndon,  he  ^as-removed,  by'afh 
order  of  council,  to -Cornet-casde  in  the  Me  of  Guernsey; 
October  1637,  where  he  was -shut  up  almost  three jrears*; 
till  in  November  1640,  the  faouiie  of  commons,  ikpon'his 
mfe's  petition,  complaining  of  theseTcrifcy  of  his  senteticej 
ordered  that  he  should  be  brought  to  the  parliaments  4h 
safe  custody. .  Burton,  oA  his  arrivnt  at  London jptese'nt^d 
a  petitioh  to  the  house  of  commons,  setting  forth  his  *suP^ 
feringft,  and  there  w^s'now  a  homie  of  commons  willing 
enough  to*  listen  to  mote  trifling  oompkinfs.  In  conse^ 
quence  of  %  this,  the  ho«ise  resolved  that  the  ^entehee 
against  him  was  illegal,  und  ought  to  be  rei^nsed ;  'that  he 
he  freed  from  the  fine  of  5000/.:  tod  from  imprisonment; 
and  restored  to  his*  degrees  in  the  university^  orders  in  tM 
ministry,  and  to  his  ecclesiastical  benefice  in  Fiiday-street, 
London;  aho  have  fecompens'e  for  bis(  imprison  tifkt^t,  ahd 
for  the  loss  of  his  ears,  which  they  fixed  at  six  thousand 
pounds  ;  but  owing  to  the  ensuing  confesions  in  t!bekiti^ 
dom,  he  never  received  that  sum.  Hp  Was,  however,  re- 
stored to  bis  living  of  St^  Matthew's,  after  which  he  de« 
dalred  himself  an  Indt^pehdent;  atid  coinpHt^d '  with  till  i!he 
alterations  that  ensued ;  but,  according  to  Wood,  when 
he  «aw  to  what  extravagant  liengths  the  parliament  went, 
he  grew  more  moderate,  and  afterwards  fell  out  with  hit 
fellow-sufferers  Prynne  and  Bastwick,  'and  with  Mr.  Ed<i- 
mnnd  Calamy.  He  died  Jan.  7,  1648.  Besides  the  tracts 
mentioned  above,  he.  wrote  several  others,  which  are 
thus  enumerated.      1.  ^'  A  Censure  of  Simony,*'    Loud. 
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1^24.  C#  *f  A.  Pka  to  an  Appesd^  traversed  IMfiJ^^e* 
wise/'  Lood  IdfS^  3.  '5  The  baituig.0f  tbe  Pope's  Bali/f 
Lond.  1 627.  4i  ^^  A  Tryal  of  private  Devotions,  or  a  Dyal 
ftwf  the  Hours  of  Prayer,"  Lond.  ifiiZSs,  ^,  "IsraeVs  Fast; 
Qfy  Meditation;^  oot  the  7th  Chs^ter  of  Joshua/^  Lond* 
lfi2S^  6«  *^  Seven  Vials,  or  an  Exposition  on  tke  l'5th  and 
]6jth  Cbapters.of.  the  Revel«^ns,"  Lond.  I62a.  7.  <<  Ba- 
Ivel.no  Bethel;  i^e*  The  Church  of  Romepo  true  visible 
(^hurcb  of  Chjrist,  being  an  Answer  to  Hugh  Cbolmelev's 
Challenge,  and  Kob^tButterfield^s  MaschiL'-  8.  <'  Truth^a 
Triumph  over  Trentt  or  the  great.  Gulpfa  between  Siod 
and.  Babylon,"  Lond.  1629.  9.  ^^  The  Law  and  the  Gos-* 
^%l  reconciled,  against  the  Antinomians,"  Lond.  1631,  4to* 
J.Q*,  *'  Christianas  Bulwark,  ox  the  Doctrine  of  Justifica- 
tio^^y'-.Loind*  1632,  4xa.  IL  ^' Exceptions  against  a  pas* 
s^gQ  in  Hw  Jackson' S;  Treatise,  of  the  Divine  Essence  apd 
Attributes."  12.  **  The,  sounding  of  the  two  last  Tnimr 
pet^.;  or«  Meditations  oa  the  9th,  lOth,  and  11th  Chapters, 
of , the  Revelations" .  Load.  1 64J ,  4to.  1 3.  "  The  Protes- 
ta.tion  pcQtest^d,  or  a  short  Remonstrance,  shewing  what. 
^  prinf^ipally  required  of  all  those  that  have  or  do  take  the 
Wt.  J^arliamentary  Protestation,"  London,  1641,  4to. 
14* '•  Relation  of  Mr.  CbiUingworth."  15.  <^  A  Narration 
cff.hisQwn.Life^"  Ltond-.  164*,  4|o..  .  16.  <*  A  Vindication 
^f. Independent  Churches,,  in,  answer,  to  Mr.  Prynne's  two 
books  of  Church-Gpyernment,  and  of  Independency,*^ 
I^ond*  1644,  4.tp«  17.«  ^^Parliament's  Power. for  Laws  in 
Beligiou,"  1644^,  4to«  18*  '' Yindiciae  Veritatis:  Truth 
vindicated  against. Caluxnjny:  In  a  brief  Answer  to  Dr« 
Ba9twiqVs  two  late,  bcfoks,  entitled,  Independency  not 
God?s  Ordinate,"  Lond.  1645,  4to.  19.  "Truth  shut 
out  of  Doors ^  or,  A  brief  Narnitive.of  the  Occasion  and 
Manner  of  Proceeding  of  Aldermanhury  Parish,  in  shut-^ 
ting:  their  Church-Door  s^inst  him,"  Lond.  1645,  4to. 
20»  "  CQnfprmity's  Deformity,  in  a  Dialogue  between 
Cqnfqrmity^  and  Conscience,'^<  Lond.  1646,  4to. 

However.  .dJsprQportioned  BurtQu's  punishmentwas  to  his 
offence,  he. appears. tp  have  been  a  maaof  a  violent  and 
vindictive  temper,  and  an  enthusiast,'  who  knowing  how  to 
a4apt  his  harangues  tothe  cpri^espond^ut  enthusiasm  of  the' 
people,  was  considered  as  .one.  of  the.  mo^t  dangerous: 
agents  of  the  party  who  were  undermining  the  constitution. 
His  works  are  i^pw  little  r^ad,  although  often  inquured  after". 
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and  it  has  been  justly  observed,  thatpunisbment  made  him 
an  object  of  pity  who  never  was  an  object  of  esteem.  ^ 
•  BURTON  (Hezekiah),  a  divine  of  distinguished  abili- 
ties, was  educated  iit  ^Magdalen  college,  Cambridge,  of* 
which  he  became  a  fellow,  and  where  he  was  an  eminent* 
tutor.     He  was  ordained  priest  by  bishop  Sanderson  ;  and, 
in  1667,  was  app6inted  cliaplain  to  lord  keeper  Bridge- 
man,  by  whom  he  was  presented  to  a  prebend  of  Norwich^ 
and  to  the  rectory  of  St.  George' s*  in  Southwark.     In  1669^* 
he  was  engaged,  with  Dr.  Stillingfleet  and  Dr.  Tillotsbn, 
in  the  treaty  proposed  by  sir  Orlando  Bridgeman,   and 
countenanced  by  lord  chief  baron  Hale,  for  a  comptehen-* 
sion  with  the  Dissenters.     About  a  year  before  his  death,' 
Oct  19,  1680,  Dr.Biirtori,  by  the  interest  of  his  friend 
Tillotson  with  the  Chapter  of  St.  Paul's,  obtained  the  rec- 
tory of  Barnes  in  Surry,  at  which  place  he  died,  of  a  ma- 
lignant fever,  in  1681.     The  only  thing  bf  his  th^t  ap-< 
peared  during  his  life,  was  the  short  '*  AUoquium  ^  Lee- 
torem,**  prefixed  to  Dr.  Cun|berland*s  treatise  ♦*  De  Le«* 
gibus  Naturae.*'     After  Dr.  Burton^s  decease,  dean  Tillot-* 
son  published  two  volumes  of  his  discourses,  which  reflect 
great  credit  on  his  memory,  from  the  piety  $tnd  ju^t  senti^ 
mehts  they  abound  with  on  the  nature  ahd  end  of  refHgioti;^ 
BURTON  (John),  t  learned  divine,  was  born  in  169^ 
at  Wenibwprth  in  Deindtishire,  of  which  parish  his  father 
v^as  rector.    The  first  ffsrt  of  his  grammatical  edncatioiY 
he  received  at  Okehampton,  and  the  remainder  at  Ely^ 
uiider  the  revi  Sam;  Bentham,  his  first  cousin  by  the  liio^ 
therms  side.     Such  W^ref  the  proofs  which  young  Buftoti 
afforded  at  school  of 'his  capj^city,  diligence,  and  worthy 
dispositions,  that  the  learnecj  Dr.  Ashton,  master  of  Jesns^ 
college,  Cambridge,  de^igfried  to  have  him  admitted  itm 
his  own  college.     But  in  the  niean  time.  Dr.  Turner,  fire^ 
sident  of  Corpus- Clitt^ti  cbllege,  Oxford,  having  made  aft 
accidental  trial  of  Mr^BurtoiiV  literary  improvements,  pro- 
cured him  a  scholarship  in  that  <!»)llege  in  1^7 IS,  when  be 
was  17  years  of  age,     H^re  he  made  so  dbtinguished'  a 
progress,  thiat  Dr.  Mather,  the  president,  appointed '  hhn 
to  3ie  important  office  of  tutor,  ^hen  he  was*  only  B.  A. 
Soon  after,  the  college  conferred  upon  him  the  honour  of 
reading  the  Greek  lecture.     During  the  whole  course  of 

1  Biog.  Brit^-^Life  by  kioMelt  164S,..4to Wood'f  M^ea}»»  toI.  I. 

•  Biog-Btit.  5*1.  HI.  p.  43.-*»Burch'8  Lift  of  TiUoUon.— Wood's  Alh.  vol.  U- 
-— LysoDS's  EaTirous,  Vol.  I.     ' 
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hU  studiesi  be  recommended  himself  both  to  the  affection 
of  his  equals  and  the  esteem  of  his  superior^.  Dr*  Potter, 
in' particular,  at  that  time  bishop  of  Oxford,  conceived  a 
^eat  regard  for  him.  March  24,  1720,  Mr.  Burton  was 
admitted  to  the  degree  of  M.  A.  In  the  exercise  of  hW 
duty  as  a  tutor,  no  one  could  exceed  him  in  attention, 
diligence,  and  a  zealous  concern  for  the  improvement  of 
his  pupils.  As  he  was  himself  unacquainted  with  mathe* 
mattes,  and  ignorant  of  the  Hebrew  tongue,  he  took  effec^ 
tual  care  that  the  young  men  under  his  tuition  should  be 
well  instructed  ia  these  points*  With  regard  to  those  of 
his  pupils  who  were  upon  charitable  foundations,  he  was 
solicitous  that  the  acquisition  of  knowledge  should  be  ren- 
dered as  cheap  to  them  as  possible ;  and  was  so  disinte- 
rested and  beneficent  in  the  whole  of  his  conduct,  that, 
after  having  discharged  the  oflSice  of  a  tutor  almost  fifteen 
ye^urs,  he  was  scarcely  possessed  of  50/.  when  he  quitted 
the  university^  lij  revising,  correcting,  and  improving 
the  exercises  of  the  students,  Mr.  Burton  displayed  sur- 
prising patience  and  indefatigable  diligence ;  and  there 
are  still  extant  his  themes,  declamations,  orations,  and 
po^o^s  of  every  kind,  which  he  composed  for  the  vue  of 
his  own  pupils,  and  even  of  others.  His  attention  was 
l^lspJaiLidably  and  liberally  directed  to  the  restoration  of 
^he  credit  of  the  university  press,  and  to  enable  editoi^  to 
carry  pa  their  literary  undertakings  with  diminished  ex- 
pence«  With  this  view,  he  often  prevailed  upon  Dr.  Ma* 
ther.  Dr.  Holmes,  and  other  vice-chancellors,  to  order 
new  types ;  and,  by  the  assistance  ,of  some  noble  friends^ 
]^e  was  so  strenuous  in  behalf  of  the  learned  Hutchinson, 
the  editor  of  Xenophod,  that  no  editors  since  that  time 
have  had  any  delay  or  difficulty  iu  obtaining  the  exempt 
tipn  from  the  duty  on  paper,  which  has  been  granted  by 
parliament  to  hooks  printed  at  the  Clarendon  press.  It  was 
also  by  Mr.  ^urton^a  persuasion,  that  Mr.  (afterwards  lord) 
Kolle  gave  iOQ/[.  to  the  university,  for  the  purpose  of  lend- 
ing it  to  editors ;  and  that  Dr.  Hodges,  provost  of  Oriel- 
college,  bequeathed  200/.  to  the  same  use."  In  1725, 
when  our  learned  tutor  was  pro-proctor  and  master  of  the 
schools,  he  spoke,  before  the  determining  bachelors,  a 
Latin  oration,  entitled  "  Heli,*'  which  was  both  writtefti 
and  published  with  a  design  of  enforcing  the  salutary  ex- 
ercise of  academical  discipline.  The  same  subjedt  was  sdil 
kore  fully  considered  by   him  in  four  Latin  sermons. 
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preached  before  the  unirerfity :  wbioh»  likewise,  wiid»  ^pj- 
peiulice8»  were  afterwards  given  to  the  public.  Iiidj^d» 
ike  labour  that  Mr.  Burton,  during  two  years,  cheerful)^ 
went  through,  as  master  pf  the  schools,  waa  imnaee^* 
July  19,  1729,  Mr.  Burton  was  admitted  to  the  degree  of 
B.  I>. ;  and  in  1732,  when  the  settleooent.of  the  colony  oC 
Georgia  was  in  agitation,  being  solici^xms  tp  give  bis  a^ist* 
auce  in  promoting  that  uudertakipg,  be  preached  a  aemaoia 
in  its  recommendation ;  and  his  discourse  was  afterwarda 
published,  with  an  appeadix  eoncerniug  the  state  of  ^e 
^loay.  He  was  likewbe,  tbroiigb  his  whole  life,  an  ar*-'^ 
dent  promoter  of  Dn  Bray^s  admirable  scheme  of  parocbisi 
libraries.  -        '. 

.  AjQSLong  other  youths  who  were  coounitted  to  tbe:.tuitioa 
of  Mr.  Burton,  there  were  several  from  Eton  school,  who 
excelled  m  genius  aad  leanung.    This  cifcumstaoce  intro* 
duced  him  to  an  /epistolary  correspondence,  and  a  social 
intercourse,  wjitb  the  masters  of  the  school  and  the  pco^ 
vQst  and  fellows  of  the  college ;  the  coiiseqiiience  of  which 
wa^^  that  they  formed  so  good  ao  opinion  of  bis  dtspqsi^ 
•tion  and  character^  as  to  elect  l)im,  in  1733,  into  afeUof»r« 
ship  of  their  society.     Aboul;  the  saofte  timei  ppod^thev 
death  of  Dr.  Edward .  Liulc^on,  be  was  presseuted  io  t^^*^ 
yjc^rage  of  JVIafrie^derbs^Q)  in  Ojcfordshiqe ;  which  i^ayhe 
copfuidered  a^  a  g^aud.  sa^a  in  Mr.  Burton^s  life.     .Upon* 
^oing  to  take  possession  of  his  new^  preferment,  be  found' 
.the  widow  of  his  pi^ed^oessor,  and  three  infant  daughi^er^^ 
wuhout  a  home  ai^l  without  a  fortune.     A  sight  so .  afJPectH' 
log  inspired  him  with  compassion:  compaasion  was  .fol- 
lowed by  Jove,    s^od  love   by  marriage  *«     Mr.   Bturtoo 
shewed  the  same  contempt  for  money,  and  perhaps  car-^ 
xied  it  to, an  excess,  after  be  ^as  settled  in  bis  li vijig«     His*, 
^ituatiqn  being  remarkably  pleasant,  nothing  g^ve  him<a: 
.gveat;er  delight  than  repairing,   enlarging,  and  adomiog 
his  house,  embellishing  hi^  giirdens,  plantiqg  trees,  i^lear- 
ing  fields,  making  roads,  aad  introducing  such  other  im- 
.provements  as  he  believ^  would  b/s  of  adyaiU^ge  |p  his 

^  This  story  is  somewhat  differently  call  on  him,  and  found  Mrs.  Littleton 

told  by  a  gentleman  who  corresponded  shaviog  John  Burton.     He  told  him 

with  the  editor  of  the  Bici;.  BrilU  "  A»  th^t  the  thing  wai  indecent,  and  ought 

to  Dr.  BurtOD*  the  ws^y  in  which  be  to  be  set  to  rights.    Burton  propi>sed 

became  the  husband  of  Mrs.  Littleton  marriage,   and  was  accepted.     From 

was  well  known  at  the  time.    He  found  my  memory  of  the  iady»  she  w«s   not 

the  widow  and  her  daughters  at  the  young ;  a  faded  genteel  little  «fopi^o« ' 

par80uage>house,  and  desired  them  to  In  some  of  his  Gr«ek  effusions  he  calU 

tyemain   there.    Some    time .  after,  a  he^f  f o»yi)«w/> 
BeighbouriBg  clergyman  happened  to 
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succeissoni  ^.  Wovkek  of  a  sii»ilar  kind  wem  UxiittertakesL  fa j 
btii),  when  in  1766  b^  v^Sb  iixstii^ut^d:  to^  tH^  rectorj  of 
WorplesdoQ  in  Surry.  In  174$,  th^e  des^th:  of  bi$<ifife.  af- 
fected him  in  the  tenderest  oiapuer,  as  is.  ^.vi<teQit  from  the 
seveveA  parts  of  his  ♦^  Opustcula  I^9t^ric0.-pros«^ica..;"•  but 
didnotles^n  bis  regard  for  her  three  orpl^u  daughters^ 
towards^  whom  be  Gontinited  to  ei^ert  the  gr^atesjt  affectioii 
luid  itberality.  After  tbis^^vent,  he  sjp^n%  the  pxinjcipai 
parfc^of  the  year  at  Eto«-coU€}ge;  where  he  gave,  himself 
0ntiririy  up  to  tb^  study  of  lite^rature,  and  the  a^ta,ace  of 
his  friends;  but  punetually  attended  ^^y  public  Kaeetingi^ 
01)  Utefavy  or  ecclesiastic  affairs^  wbetb^  at  Qi^ford,  Lojx* 
don^  or  Cambridge.  July  1,  1752,  be  took  the  degree  of 
P/  D.  and  afterwarda  published  hi$  lectures  pn  that  occa<- 
4ap».  {Je  was  intimateiy  connteqted  with  many  of  the  bi- 
sbops^  and  whilst  caressed  by  the  gQvernors  of  the  churchy 
wa»  equally  dear  to  the  lowest  of  t^e  cWgy*  Nothing  was 
more  agreeable  to  him,  than  tp  see  all  arpynd  him  easy, 
cheerful,  and  h^py.  To  suoh  of  th^  ypung  scholars  at 
Eton  as  appeared  ^0  be  of  promisiiEig  abilities  and  disposl^- 
ti^fis,  he  shewed  a  particular  attention,  made  them  the 
companions  of  his  leisure  hours,  and  afforded  them  every 
jj^cottragement  which  lay  in  his  power* 

When  Dr.  Burton  came  to  an  advanced  age,  i^nd  bis 
oyei  began  to  fail  bim,  be  thought  proper  to  collect  toge,- 
tfaer  and  publish  his  scaittered  pieces,  under  the  title  of 
*^  Opuscula  miscellanea.' •  Scarcely  had  he  finished  this 
task,  when  be  was  suddenly  attacked  by  an  erysipelous 
fever,  which  disturbed  bis  intellects,  and  shattered  bis  de^ 
cay ing  frame.  He  seemed  hpwever  at  interval$  to  recover, 
and  to  be  desiroins  of  resuming  his  studies.  The  day  be^ 
fore  his  ideAtb,  on  Sunday  evening,  be  sent,  as  had  been 
his  fu^tom,'fpr  fiv^  or  six  promising  youths;  and  after 
Slipper  disapMrsed  to  thevft,  ,with  more  than  usual  perspi^ 
cmty  ai)d  eileg^nce,  QiiiSptpe  important  subject  of  divinity. 
From  this  exertion,  wbiph  be;  seemed  to  bear  without  in* 
cpnyenieoi^^,  his  physician  and  friends  poi)ceived  hopes. 


*  The  causeway  through  the  marsh 
at  Wod^bridge',  itf  t|ie  roadf  ftotk  the 
oortli  part  of  Surrey  to  Guildford, 
which  was  begun  by  his  advice  and  as- 
ifstance,  ahd  finished  by  bis  co*ntfiba-  ' 
UoD  and' that  of  hfs  frieftds,  will  be  a 
Uftting^  meiBorial  of  his  judgineat  and 
industry'  on  such  occasions.  Part  of 
Jiis  leisure  hours  at  Maple-derham  was 


employed  in  eoUecttns:  hints  Car  re- 
moving obstructions  id  tHe  navigation' 
of  \he  river  Thames.  These  hints  be' 
formed  into  a  pamphlet,  entitled  **  The 
piTe^ent  state  of  the  navigation  of  the* 
riv«r  Thames  considered,  And  certain 
regulations  proposed,"  1765,  4to.  A' 
second  edition,  with  an  Appendix.  wa« 
published  in  nS7. 
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though  miataken  one%  of  his  recoTeiy ;  for  after  a  most 
serene  sleep,  be  quiedy  dqparled  this  life  the  next  monip* 
ing,  Feb.  11,  1771,  aged  76,  and  was  buried  at  theeo- 
trance  of  the'  inner  ehapel  at  £ton. 

Dr.  Burton  had  soine  peculiarities  of  character,  which 
wit  or  envy  were  accustomed  to  magnify ;  even  his  s^lc$» 
which  is  rather  precise  and  pedantic,  has  be^t  considered 
as  peculiar,  and  called  the  Burtonian  style  ;  but  bis  acknow* 
lodged  virtues  and  talei^  were  such  as  to  eotitle  him  to 
the  serious  regard  of  the  majority  of  his  contemppraries^ 
His  works,  some  of  which  we  have  already  noticed,  consist 
of  two  volumes  of  occasional  <<  Sermons,"  1764,  and  1766, 
ftyo;  bis  ^^Qpuscula  Miscellanea  Theologica,''  and  his 
*'  Opuscula  Miscellainea  Metrico^prosaica*"  Of  tbeser  ^ 
very  elegant  poena,  entitled  **  Sacerdos  Parcecialis  Rusti* 
cus,"  has  been  recentliy  (1800)  translated  by  the  Rev.  Daw-^ 
son  Warren,  under  the  title  ^*  The  Pari^h  Priest,  a  poem/' 
4to.  One  of  the  most  useful  pf  Dr.  Burton^s  separate  pub-* 
Ucations  appeared  in  1 744,  entitled  <'  The  Genuineness  of 
Lord  Clarendon's  History  of  the  Rebellion  printed  at  Ox- 
ford  vindicated  ;*ViB  which  be  clearly  and  fully  refutes  the 
slander  that  had  be^n  advanced  by  Oldmi^on,  in  his  Cri* 
tical  History  of  EngUocjl,  In  1758,  appeared  the  doctor's 
<^  Disseriatio  et  Not9  criticsB  spectantes  ad  Tragoediaa 
quasdam  Qraet^as  editas  in  Pental<^isi.'V  The  publication 
of  the  five  select  $n^edies  which  constitute  the  *^  Penta*-* 
logia,''  first  begun,  but  interrupted  by  the  death  of  Mr. 
Joseph  Bingham,  one  of  his  pufMls,  took  place  iu  1758, 
with  a  prefiace,  dissertatioiis,  index,  and  additional  notes^ 
and  has  lately  been  reprinted  at  the  university  press.  la 
1766,  be  published  a  discourse,  entitled  **  Papbts  an4 
Pharisees  coi^pared;  or,  Papists. the  corrupters  of  Cbrisi 
tianity  ^"  Occasioned  by  Philips's  Life  pf  cardinal  P^^ 
About  the  san^e  time,  he  delivered  at  Oxford  a  set  of  ser^ 
Dfons,  still  in  manuscript,,  the  design  of  wluch  was  to  re- 
fute the  articles  of  the  council  of  Trent 
.  Dr.  Burton  is  understood  to  have  been  the  author,  under 
the  name  of  ^'  Phileleutherus  Londinensis,**  of  **  Remarks 
cm  Pr.  King's  Speech  before  the  University  of  Oxford,  at 
the  Dedication  of  Dn  Radcliff's  Library,  on  the  13th  of 
April,  1749.^'  This. produced  from  Dr.  King,  **  Elogium 
f  amae  inserviens  Jacpi  Etonensis,  sive  Gigantis;  or.  The 
Praises  of  Jack  of  Eton,  commonly  called  Jack  the  Giant  T 
collected  i^to  l^nglish  metre,  after  the  manner  of  Thomas 


Sternhold,  John  Hopkmd,  John  Borton^  afid  odiers.  Tb^ 
which  is  added,  a  dissertation  on  the  Buttcniaft  style.  By 
a  Master  of  Arts.*^  Dr.  Bnrto&'s  Life  was  written  in  Latirt 
by  Dr,  Edward  Bentham,  hisrelation,  and  canbn  of  Christ 
ehurch,  under  the  title '"  De  Vita  et  moribns  Johannta  Bur- 
toni/*  1771,  addressed  to  Dr.  Lowtb,  then  bishop  of  Ox-^ 
ford,^  afterwards  of  London ;  and  was  translated  the  iMame 
year  in  the  Gentleman's  Magazine.  • 

BURTON  (John),  M.D.  and  F.R.  S.  and  F.  8.A.  aft 
emiiient  antiqifary,  of  whom  our  accounts  are  Very  s^canty; 
was  bom  at  Rippon  in  Yorkshire  1697,  and  Iklucafted  ill 
Christ  church  college  in  Oxford  for  sbiAe  time,  ^buc  tobk 
bis  degree  in  some  foreign  university ;  and  on  his  Mttling 
at  York,  became  very  eminent  in  bis  profe^ion.    In  1745 
it-is  said  that  he  proposed  joining  himself  to  the  pretender, 
then'  at  Manchester ;  but  that  his  friends  bad  interest  suffi*^ 
cient  to  dissuade  him  fr6m  a  mea^ur^  which  must  have  ter-» 
minated  in  bis  ruid.  '  HU  condti^t,  therefore,  appears  to 
have  uhjustly  exposed  him  td  cefrr^ufe,  if  bi^  6wn  account 
may  be  relied  on,  to  this  purpose,  that  'Agoing  tfut  of 
York,  with  leave  of  the  mayor,  &c.  to  take  tare  <>f  his  'es- 
tates, on  the  appr6aeh  of  th^  tebels^  he  was  taken  by^ 
them>'und  in  cdns^ul^nocl  of  that  was  apprehended  D^cS/ 
r745,  and  de^tairted  till  March  25,  1746-7:"     This  is  ex- 
l^hiined  in  ^'  British  iib^i^ty  endangen^d^,  denionstrafed  by 
the' following  narrative,  whei^ein  is  jirov^d  from  facts,  that 
J.  B.  has  hitherto  been  a  bett^  friend  to  the  English  con^ 
sfitution,  in  church  and  states  than'his  persecutors,    Hum-i 
biy  dedicated  t6  tbei^mdst  reverend  and  wofthy  th^  ar6li« 
bishop  of  Ganterbury,   late  of  York  (Henfing)*    With  a 
pv(]/per  pi^face,  by  John  Burton,  of  York,  M.  D.'*  London. 
174^.'  There  was  afterwards  published  "An  account  of 
v^at  passed' bet\ireen  Mr.  George  Thomson  of  York,  and 
dtibtoir  '^ohh  Barton   of  that  ^ity,   phyaician  and  mah-* 
*ii|{d#ife,  at  Mi:  sheriff  Jubb'sentenainttient,  and  the  con^ 
sequences  thereoi1,1>y  Mr.  Gtfctg^  Thorodon,"  London,- 
17^,  9vo^,^'naf  rative,  in  the' idW€§t  and  mdst  abusive  Ian* 
guage,'says'Mr.vGr6ugh,  of  a  quarrel  and  assahlt,  forthtf 
dootor*s  refusing  to  drink  certain  healths  propOse^d  to  him, 
drawn  up  with  all  liie  virulence  of  disappointment  for  a 
Verdict  against  the  Writer.    Cong  before  these  events,  he 
published  "  A  Treatise  on  the  Non-naturals,  in  which  the 

f^f«  ««  fi^nt.^Vn.  Brit.— NiGliolt*«  Life  ^f  Boyry^. 


4a.^  B  U  R  T  O  N. 

g^eat  ioflineoce  tbey  b>y«  oQ.bnman  bodiotf  i9;tet  £brtl^  aa4 
^o^l^iDically  i^cpuotc^d  for.  To  wjiicb  i^..  aubjobedy  » 
sbprt.  Ecanjr  oq.  the  CbiorCragby  with  a  new  method  ot 
U^og  that  obstinate  di^t/emper,"  Yprfc,  1738^  Sf6»  In 
the  ^tle  of  this  work,  be.  emails  .himself.  '^  M.  B.  Caot  and 
2|.  Df  lUi^m/ •  by  whiobit  WQiUd  appear  that  bi^  bacbelor'a 
waaa  Lajoabeth  degree^  apd  thft. he  graduated  as  doctor  at 
Rbeims.  In  1751,  he  published  'f  An  Esssjr  towards  a 
90Piplete .  new  system  of  Midw^iferyy"  Suro^  aod  in  I7fi3^ 
V  A  L^ttjer.  to. William.  Sptielli^  H^l)^  coniaiQiiig.criticalr 
a|id  practici4  remarks  npw  bift  Treatise  t  on  the  tbmry  and 
piraQtice  of  Midwifi^/'  8vp,  B>it  the  work  by  wbich)be»ia 
priqcipaily  ]|nov«rp»  and  fpr  which  te  Wiis.  empUmcb  »a! 
making  coljectioos  durii^  his.lft(|^r  yiear^  wa9i  bis.  ^^  ^mutay^ 
ticon  Eborapense ;  and  the  Sccleftiaatia$4  liit^t^ry  of  %ork^ 
i&bire,  &c."  tb^  fif^stvoluipeof  wJtM9hwas.publisbediQ.i7^8^ 
&l]o.  This  is,  iff  alj  r^pi^(;t^  a  moit  reliable,  work  -^  aad  i%f 
1^  tf>  be  regretted  that  it  vu^  not.  comf^tedi  by  a  secmd 
Ypljam^  fpr  which  b^  had  ample,  matefiala.  Mr.  Qop|^ 
fieems.  to  intimatf^  that .  bia  cornluc^  in  1745  Wias.a  check, 
both  tp  ^Acopragj^mpnt  apd  tbe  mef^niB.  fof^  pnblMbing  bia 
auQcoM  vplume.  ^revio\isly  to  tb»t.p«^Qfl,  bis  a^eal  Iwi 
i^^stratiQg  the«  aptiqyjiue^  qf  hi%  ni^e  .coimJt|ry«  and>iai 
ii^.i^fatigable  r^/^ar^cbe^j  m^(  witb  q^fl.e^icoiinigejD^Blt 
ffQU\  tho;^^.  wbp  be^l  v^aiij^  impprtaj9t  u^ejisiA  i|i  the^r  bands  ^ 
and  he.  was  himself  po^se^s^  of  s^n  invaluable  and,  unr 
parallel]^  cpll^ption  fpr  illustrapoig .  tb^  hiprtoiy  9^  anti«\ 
quitie;3  of  that  county,  wj^cjb  before. h^  d^tb >u.l.77i^  be. 
sp.14  for.  a  spm.pf  n^pn^y  and.  an^  annuity  fpr. bwself rand/ 
Yfify  x^  William  Con«|table,  esy.  of.  Bnrton  Consi^hie^  iui 
>vbps€w  or  bjs  family's  blinds,  tbey  prpbably  np^r  remaiii^ 
]^r.  GoMgb  bs^s  givcQ.an  ample,  li^l  of  ^^eqb* 

J^VSTOfi  CRoB#»TJ>  author  of  the. "  Apatpmy  ofiMirtif, 
l4Pcho^j"  tbe  yqvil%er  bro^PX  qf  MfiUiam  ft^rtpo,.  tbe«, 
aptiquary,  the  subject  o^  t)ae  next  a^cl^  but  o/i^i  waabom, 
alLindiey,  f^eb.8»  157|$,  a^d  had  his  grammatical  education^ 
at  $utton*Colfieid ;  after  which,  in  15^3,  be  was  admitted 
a  comcnqper  of  Br^en-nqsp; college  and  elpcted  a..student 
of  Christ  church,  in  1599,  under  the  tuiliop  (though  only, 
i^r  £(^rm's  sf|ke]  of  Dr.  Jphn  Bancrpft^  aftje^wards  bishop,  of. 
Oxfprd.    He  took  the  degree  of  B.  D.  in  1614,  apd  wa^> 

1  Gough's  Topof^rapbyi  toI.  IL— See  Two  Papers  of  Dr.  Burtoo's  io  ArduD*... 
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lii^«t  yearildttikted  to  dlift  i^Wditig  of  the  sentences.  Tnf 
i6r«,  the  deati  ahd  chapter  df  Christ  chtrt-ch  presented 
hi  in  to  the  vicarage  of  Sfc.ThOfliafe  In'Oj^fbrd,  in  yfiii(ih\ 
piriih'  hfe  ^l^kp  gave  the  sacrandietit  in  wafew  j'  and  Getoirge 
ford  Berkeley  bestowed  tipoti  him  the '  rectory  of  Segrave 
ki  Leieestershire.  ^Both  *  mes^^p^eferments  he  held  till  his 
4<ee«asie,^  whith  happened  at  ChiKst  church,  Jtindary  25^ 
h6df9i^4/9. '  He  Was  a  curibus  calculator  of  nativities,  and 
a^dong  od^ers,  of  his  own ;  and  the  time  of  his  death  ai^a^^r-i' 
ic^  etactlrftahis'owh  predictiotisy  it  was  ^hii^per^d  li!l  the 
college,  that  ftonfte  Anthony  Wbod^s  language);  ralther 
than  th^re*  shdnld  b^  ^any  mistake  in  the  calculation,  h^ 
8<!^t«mfaTS'soul  to  hetfven through  aslip  about  his nec^;  but^ 
fov^thifr  insitruation  there  appears  little  foundation.  He  was 
a- general  scholar  and  severe  student,  'ofa  Uielaridholyy^t 
humourous  disposition,'  and  appears' to  have  been  a  dian  of 
^tetisive^eatning^  which  his  memory  enabled  himto  pro^ 
duce'ttpon  every  subject  In  his  moral  character,  he 'Was  a 
nan  of  gfeat  inftfegrity,  ^laih-dealitig,  arid  chkrity.  ^tte 
Wia8>  principally  known  as  the  iiuthor  of  a  v^ry  (Celebrated 
and  popiiiiar  work,'eUtitled  "  The  Anatocdfy  Of  Melancholy,'* 
published' first  in  quarto,  4nd  iirhibh  afterwards  went  through 
flirvertflt^dlttons  in  foIi6^  so  tfhat  the  bookseller  acquired  au 
eitate  byiit.  Thisrbook  was  compiled  by^ our  leatn^  wHter 
with  a  view  of  relieving  his  own  m^laticholy;  biit  iten- 
CT^ased  to  such  a 'degree,  that  nothifvg  could  difert  him' 
but  'gding  to^  the  bridge  foot,  and  hearing  the  ribaldry  tf 
tbe  bai^emeu,  which  seldom  failed  to  tbrow"Uim  ittto  ia 
violeijit  fit  of  laughter,  in  fhe  intervals  of  his  tapoUf^,  'h& 
w$»  otie  of  the  most  iucetioos  compianioi^in  thehuivjersity. 
The  «*  Amitoniy  of 'McWnrcholy'*  is  for  thfe  gresttet  pitrt  ^a 
cento,  though  a  very  Inj^eniobs  one.  The  quotationis^ 
vMLttk  t^bouud '  in  eveiy  pa^e,  are  pertinent ;  btrt  if '  thto 
amfaor'had  made  fr^  use  of  his  liivehtion,  ^af>d  le&s  of  4rta 
isohiBion^place  booky  US' work,  perh^)s,  %ould^have  be^A 
m»re  valu2d]^le«  However,  be  generally  avoids  the  affect^ 
language^  and.  ridiculous  metaphors, '  Which  ^vere  'common 
iiftfaet  age.  On  Mr.  fiiirton-s  monumeitt  in  Christ  cfhurdh 
IS'  bis  bast, 'Widi  his  hativi^,  and *this  description  by  him*» 
self,  put  up'>  by  his  brother:  **  PauHs  notus,  paucforibua 
igpldtus,.  hicj^acetiDemocritusjunior,  oui  vitahr d^dit  et  Hfior* 
tem  Melancholia.  Obiit  viii.  Id.  Jan.  A^  C.  MDCXXXIX.'* 
He  Itft  behind  him  a  choice  collection  of  books,  many  of 
which  he  bequeathed  to  ^he  Bodleian  library^  and  that  of 
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Biaz^*iia>e  c^ega  He  left  tljy^a  hutidt^d'pcMlHdi^^oe^ 
m  fit  Ad  to  pnvchase  five  p#inidi*  worth  of  books^evety  f^s^^ 
fpjr  the  libniry  of  Cbfist  eburdu' 

^<  fiurtOQ  upon  Mdaocholy)''  says  archbp.  Henriog^  (Let-* 
terS)  1777^  i2mo)j  is  ttii  aathori  the  pleasantest,  tl^nidit 
hamei,  end  the  most  full  of .  sterling  sense.  Themts  t^ 
qneen  Anoe's  reigo^  and  the  beginning  of  George  L  were^ 
be  adds,  not  m  little  beholden  to  him^:"  bi«t' for  nearly  « 
century,  the  pecusal  of  it  was  confined  to  those  readeiii 
who  are  called  ^*The  Curious ;"  and  within  our  asemory 
ii  was  usually  rejected  from  the  catalogues  of  eMnent 
bookselleni,  as  a  work  litter  for  the  statis;  'Of  latet  y^f^f 
however,  its  rjffputation  has  revived  iii  an  QfieeiiiiHoi»'>de^ 
gree,  partfy  by  incidental  notices  of  it  by  Dh  Jobntfott^ 
Messrs.  Steevens  and  Malone,  and  the  •  other  mntiotf^orfftof 
Shakspeare,  and  partly  by  the  attention  paid  to  it  hfBv^ 
Ferriar  of  Manchester,  who,  in  his  ^^JUvsttationsof  Sterde^^ 
bsA  ingeniously  pointed  out  how  tnnch  that  iviita:  oif  es^b 
BiirtQjQ.  Mr*  T.  Wartdn,  in  bis  History  of  I^oetry^  had  <adisD 
frequently  fe£erred  to.  the  ^^  Anatomy."  All  this  net  only 
raised  -the  price  of  the  old  editions^  but  encoovaged  <^ 
.publication  of  a  new  one  in  J  SOQ,.ujfaich  sold  rapidly  9  y^ 
Burton  is  a  writer '90  jmch  above  t&e  coitii^on:Ie?rel,.  dbift 
we  suspect  tbat^  en^en  now^  he  baa  adquifed  jnore  porw 
chasers  than  readers,^         *  / 

SURTON  (Rom^t)  was  a.  name  placed  in  the  tide^ 
pages  of  a  numerous  set  of  popular  volumes  printed  about 
the  end  of  the  seventeenth  and  beginning  of  the  eighteeatli 
century^  and  sold.byNath.  Crouch,  a  bookseller. of  that 
period)  who  is  supposed  to  havei  composed  them*  In  the 
Bodl^an  Catalogue^  JBureoais  coUed.*'  alias  Nab  Croticb,^ 
of  whom  Dunton  says,  '^I  think  I  have  given  you'tha  very 
soul  of  his  character,  when  I  have  teid  you  that  his  talstit 
li^  at  *  Collections,'  He  has  melted  down  the  best  of 
Qur  ''English  histories  into  Twelve-penny-Books,  .which 
are  filled  with  w^soers,  raritibs,  and  curiosities,  for 
vou  must  know  his  title-pages  are  a  little  swelling." — Of 
bis  broths  Samuel  Crouch,  Uunton  speaks  more  favour- 
ably :  ^*  He  is  just  and  punctual  in  all  bis  dealin|;S'^nehrer 
speaks  ill  of  any  matt---4ias  a  swinging  soul  of  his  own-^ 
would  part  with  all  he  has  to  serve  a  friend—^and.^/ihffl^ 

.    *  Kicbols's  Hist,  of  Leicestershire,— Biog.  Brit.-^AUt.  toL  (.— WaitoA^s  Hi«- 
t«ry  of  Poetry,  voL  I,  62, 432;  III,  29^,  435, 434,  471,  483,  '       • 
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enough  for  dne  bocksdlerP'^  .  These  Burtdn's  books  w«jre 
formerly  confined  to  the  perusal  of  the  lowest  classes  of 
readers,  and  were  long  cidied.cbapfineh*s  books,  and  sold 
only  by  the  petty  booksellers,  and  at  fairs,  &c.  But  of 
late  years  they  have  become  a  favourite  ohject  with  coUec- 
tors,  and  their  price  has  risen  accordingly ;  and  more  com^ 
pletely  to  gratify  the  trifling  taste  of  the  .age,  some  of  them 
bave  been  reprinted  in  a  pompous  and  expensive  manner^, 
Beiag,  therefore,  from  whatever  cause,  the  subjects  of  mo-* 
dern  attention,  we  shall  subjoin  a  list  of  them^  for  which 
we  are  indebted  to  M n  MaJone;  1*  ^^  Historical  Rarities 
in  London  and  Westminster,"  1681.  2.  ^<  Wais  in  Eng*- 
land^  Scotbmd,  and  Ireland;*  1681.  ».  <<  ^^ooderful  pro^ 
digies  of  Judgment  and  Mercy,"  1681,  4.  ^<  Strange  and 
prodigious  reli^ous  Customs  and  Manners  of  sundry  Na- 
tions^'' 168^  5.  <<£nglish  Empire  in  America,"  1685* 
6,  **  Surprising  Miracles  of  Nature  and  Art,"  1685,  pro- 
bably the  same  with  ^^  Admii*able  Curiosities  of  Nature,^' 
1681,  ?•  "  History  of  Scotland,"  1685.  8,  «  Histoiyof 
Ireland,"  1685.  9.  <^  Two  Journies  to  Jerusalem,"  1685. 
10.  <<  Nine  Worthies  of  the  World,"  1687.  11.  "Win- 
ter's Evening's  Entertainments,"  1687.  12.  <<  The  English 
Hero,  or  the  Life  of  Sir  Francis  Drake,"^  1€87.  13.  <<  Me- 
morable Accidents,  and  unheard-of  Transactions,"  162)3. 
14.  "  History  of  the  House  of  Orange,"  16M.  15/^  Maiw 
tyrs  in  flames,"  1695.  16.  *f  Curiosities  of  England,"  1897. 
17.  "  History  of  Oliver  Cromwell,"  1698.  18.  "  Uopa- 
falleled  Varieties,"  1699.  18.  "  Unfortunate  Court  Fa- 
Toyrites  of  England^^"^  1706.  20.  ^^  History  of  the  Lives 
af  English  Divines,"  1709.  21.  '^  Ingenious  Riddles.^' 
2%.  ^<  Unhappy  Princesses,  ol:  the  history  of  Anne  Boleyii> 
and  Lady  Jane  Grey,"  1710.  23.  <'  Esop^s  Fables  in  prose 
and  verse,"  1712.-  24.  "  History  of  Virginia,"  1722.  25. 
*^  Elnglish  acquisitions  in  Guinea  and  the  -  East  Indies," 
1726.  26.  <<  Female  Excellency,  or  the  Ladies'  Glory/* 
1728.  27.  "General  History  of  Earthquakes,"  17^6. 
^8.  <*  The  English  Heroine,  or  the  Life  and  Advent^ires  of 
Mrs.  Christian  Davis,  commonly  called  Mother  Rosa."  29.< 
«  Youth's  Divine  Pastime."^ 

BURTON  (WiLUAM),  author  of  the  "  History  of  Lei- 
<^estersbire,"  and  eldest  son  of  Ralph  Burton,  esq.  of  Lind- 

t  GoQgfa*!  Topompbr,  vo1«  I.— BoiweU's  Lifa  of  Johiuon.— Daatoii>9  Life, 
p.  S89,  S87. 
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ley  in  LVicestershire^  was  born  August '24^,  1575,  dddcatieid 
at  .the  school  of  'Numatoa  in  %Vai:mclssbire,  and  while 
iiiere  dntin^ished  himself  by  jiocooiiDOn  taste. and  skiTt  in 
ludtin  poetry.  He  was  .^d^itted  of  .Brazen-oiose  college, 
Oxf6rd,  1591,  and  of  the  Inner  Teiinple  May  20,  1593, 
B«  A.  June  22,  1594,  and  was  afterwards  ;i  barrister  and 
reporter  in  the  coi^rt  of  common  pleas.  But  *^  his  natural 
genius,^'  says  Wood,  ^^  leading  him  to  the  stutltes  6f  he- 
raldry, genealogies,  and  antiquities,  he  became  excellei^t 
ill  those  obscure  and  intricate  irlatters ;  and,  lock  upon  him 
as  a  gdi!itleniait,  wks^ccountedl  by  all  that  knew  him  to.  be 
the  Kesif  of  bis'  t^tne.foc  thb^e  studies,  as  vAky  appear  by  his 
description  of 'Uelcestershire.**  The  author  himself  s&ysi  he 
began  his  History  of  Leicestershire  in  1597,  not  many  years 
aft<5r  his  ccwning  into  the  Inner  Temple.  In  1602  he  cor- 
rected Saxton's  map  of  that  couiHy,  with  the  addition  of 
eighty ;jtowns.  His  weak  cofistitotioniiot  permitting  "hiaii 
tb  follow  his  business,  lie  retired  fntb  the  cbqntry ;  and  t^s 

!>reat  work,  the  "Description  of  Leice8tersWfe,**.ipas.pub- 
ished  in  fdlio,  1622.  He  tells  his  patron,  {j^eorge  Villiei^, 
diik^  of  Buckh>gham,  that  *^he  hasj  uhdeHaken  to  rt- 

.  .iti6^e  ivf  teclipse  from  the  Sun  ^ithout  art  or  sysf ronomical 
dito'effbidh,  to  give'ligbt  to  the  ^tih^  ofXeiicester,  who^ 
bfeatityhas  long  be^il  khadowed  and  obscured  j"  and  in  bis 
prefdc^  declArfes'hlitis^Jf  die  of  those  who'hold  that  ** 'gloria 
tQti&$  fe^  est  vahitoima  miindiV*  and  that  he  was  unfit  and 
unfurhi^ed  for'so  great  a ^ business :  "unfit,"  to  u^  bis 
dwh  words,  "  for  that  myself  was  bouiid for  another  study, 
yvhich  is.  jealous,  ahdVtrilladaiir  no  partner ;  for  that  all 
time  abdlparts  of  tjiore,  that  cQuhl  p6ssibly.be  edaployed 
therein,  were  liot  isufficierit  to  be  dispensed  thijreon;  ^y 
reason  6f  the  difficulty bf  getting,  and  multiplicity  of  kiads 
pfiej^rnihg  therein. '  Yjet  if  a:paYt;fer  might  be  assigned. pr 

'  admitted  thei^eto,  there  h  no  istudy  or  learning  s<>  6t  or 
nfecessary  for  a  lawyer,  as  die  study  of  antiquities.'*  He 
Wias  assisted  in  this  undehakingby  his  kinstneh  John  Beat}- 
taont  of  Gtfttedieu,  ekq.  and  Awgustus  VinCfent,  tange- 
croi3f;:but  the  churcih  notes  wei*e  taken  by  himself.  Hfe 
drew  up  the  corollary  of  Lel8tt)d's  life,  pi'eftxed  to  the 
".  Cblfectanea;"  with  hfe  favourite  device,  the  sun  recover- 
ing fmtoa  tfn  eclipse,  arid  motto  *^  Rilucera,"  dated  Faledi 
1612,  from  Falde,  a  pleasant  village  near  Tutbury,  Staf- 
fordsfafre,  tfnd  a  great  patritabny  belonging  to  Ms  fatriiljr, 

and  then  to  him.    The  County  History  was  dated  fronj  the 
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same  village,  Oct.  30,  1622.     He  also  caused  pari  of  Le- 
)aud*s  Itinerary  to  be  fraiiscribed  1631,  and  gave  both  the 
tmiseript  and  the  seven  original  vdutnes  to  the  Bodleiati 
Fibrary  1632  ;  as  also  Talbot's  notes.     To  him  his  countiy-. 
isatii  Thomas  Purefoy,  esq.  of  Barwell,  bequeathed  Le- 
land^s  Collectanea  after  hisr  death  1612.     Wood  charges 
him  with  ptftting  many  needless  additions  and  illustrations 
into  tihese  Collectanea,  Ironii  which  charge  Hearn^e  defends 
hiai;    Wood  adds>  he  made  a  useful  index  to  them;  which, 
Heaimie  saysy  was  only  of  some  religious  houses  and  some 
authors.     In  162n5  he  resided  at  Lindley,  where,  among 
other  works,  he  compiled  a  folio  volume  (which  stifl  re*- 
maitns  ini  MS.)  under  the  title  of  ^' Antiquitates  de  Dadling- 
ton,  manerio  coa».  Leic.  sive  exemplificatio  scriptorum, 
cartarum  veteKutti,  inquisitionum,  rotulomm  curiarum,  re* 
cordoram^,   et  evidentium  probantium    totiquitates  dicti 
manerii  de  I>a(Uingt6n,  et  hsereditatem  de  Burton  in  dicto 
nianerio  de  Dadlington,  quae  nunc  sunt  penes  me  Wiirmtna 
Burton  de  Lindley  com.  Leic.  modernum  dominutn  dicti 
manerii  de  Dadlington.     Lahore  et  studio  mei  Will'mi 
Burton  de  Lindleyr  ^prenticii  legum  Anglise,  et  socii 
trvterioris-  Templi  Londini ;  nuper  babitantis  apud-  Falde 
com.  Staff,  nunc  apud  Lindley,  25  Aug.  1625,  s^t.  50^ 
He  died' ac  Falde,  after  suffering  much  in  the  civil  waf» 
April  6,  164^,  and  was  buried  in  the  parish  church  thereto 
belonging,  called  Hanbur^.     He  left  sevenri  notes,  coU 
lectioinsof  arms  and  monuments^  genealogies,  and  othet 
matt^nrs  of  antiquity,  which  he  had  gathered  from  diversi 
churohesand  geiitlemen's  bouses.     Derby  collections  are 
menubned  in  Gascoigne^s  notes,  p.  53,  probably  by  him- 
self,    Ri  Osborhe^s  Catalogue,  175t,  was'  **  Vincent  on 
Brook^^^  with  MS  notes  by  William  Burton,  probably  not 
more  than  those  dn*  Cornwall,  which  Dr.  Bawlinson  had.-^ 
He  wa«^  ene  of  sir  Robert  Cotton^s  particular  friendsi  and 
bfid  the  honour  to  instruct  sir  William  Dugdate.     Hb  was 
fMtqTiainted  with'Sooiner;  and  Sfidhael  Drayton,  esfq.  was 
his  near  coumrynsan  and  acquaiorance,  being*,  descended 
irooi'tbe  Dkytons'  of  Di^yton,  or  Fenny  .Drayton,  neat 
Lindley.     He  marHed,  I60t,  Jane^  daughter  of  Humphry 
Addeiiey^  of^  Wedingtbn^  Warwick'shire  ;  by  whom  he  had 
one  son,  Cassibelan,  boru  1609,  heir  of  his  virtues  as  well 
as  bis  otliei^  fortunes,  who,  having  a  poetical  turn,  trans^ 
kted  Martial  into  English,  which  was  published  1658.    U^ 
consumed  the  best  part  of  his  paternal  estate^ .  and  died 
Vol.  VIL  F  p 
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Jeb.  2Sf  168  ly  having  some  years  before  gireo  most^  if 
.not  all,  bis  father's  collections  to  Mr.  Walter  Cbekwynd^  to 
be  used  by  him  in  writing  the  antiquities  of  Stafibrdsbire. 
Several  printed  copies  of  Burton's  Leicestershire^  with  MS 
notes  by  different  persons^  are  existing  in  various  collec- 
tions *.  —  ^^  The  reputation  of  Burton's  book/'  as  Mn 
Gougb  justly  observes,  ^^  arises  from  its  being  written  early, 
and  preceded  only  by  Lambarde^s  Kent  1 576,  Carew's Corn- 
wall i602,  and  Nordeo's  Surveys;  and  it  is  in  comparison 
only  of  tbese^  and  not  of  Ougdale's  more  copious  wor^ 
that  we  are  to  understand  the  praises  so  freely  bestowed 
on  it|  an^  because  nobody  has  treated  the  subject  more  re^ 
motely  and  Itcur^tely ;  for  Dugdale,  says  BurtcMd^  as  well 
as  JLambarde  and  Carew,  performed  bri^fij/w  ^  The  present 
volume,  though  a  folio  of  above  300  pages^-if  the  unaeces«*^ 
sary  digressions  were  struck  out,  and  the  pedigrees  reduced 
into  less  compass,  would  shrink  into  a  small  work.     The 
typogrs^f^ical  errors,  especially  in  the  Lada^  are  so  numer 
irons,  and  the  styles  according  to  the  manner  of  that  time, 
so  loose,  that  the  meaning  is  often  doubtful*   The  descrip* 
tion  is  in  alphabetical  order,  and  consists  chiefly  of  pedi- 
gree ^nd  mpot-cases."     The  author,  sensible  of  its  defe^t^ 
greatly  enlarged  anxl  enriched  it  with,  the  addition  of  Ro-* 
man,  Sa^on,  ai)d  other  ^atiquiti^,  as  ^ppeans  from  his  letter 
to  sir  Robert  Cotton,  davedXindl^,.  June  9,  1627,  still  ex- . 
tfint  amonjg  Cotton's  correspondences,  in  his  library,  Jul.. 
C.  iii.    Tills  book,  thus  augmented,  was,  with  other  MS&^ 
by  the  same  author,  in  the  possession  of  Mr.  Walter  Chet*.. 
.ivynd,    of  Ingestry,   in  Staffordshire,   whom  Camden  in 
Staffordshire  calls   *^  veneranda;  antiquitatis  cttkor.iBsaxK  ' 
jnus;"  and  afterwards  came  to,  or  was  borrowed  by,  Mr. 
Charles  King,  tutor  to  Mr.  Chetwynd,  in  whose  hands 
iBrokesby  mentions  it,  and  says  Mr*  Chetwynd  ^made  ctni- 
siderable  additions  to  it.  He  died  in  1693..  Lord  Chetwynd  s 
lent  it. to  sir  Thomas  Cave,  in  whose  bands  Mr.  Asbby  saw 
it  in  1763  f.  It  is  continued  to  1642,  It  is  not  necessary  to 
say  more  of  a  work  now  so  totally  eclipsed,  and  rendered 
useless,  by  the  more  elaborate,  accurate,  and  satisfactoiy 
"  History    of   Leicestershire"  lately  published  by  Mr.  > 
Nichols,  to  which  we  may  refer  for  many  curious  particu^ 

*  These  are  particularized  in  the  History  of  Hinckley,  p.  131.    A  new  editibn 
•f  the  Description  of  Leicestershire  was  absardty  printtd  in  1777,^without  th»  « 
le^t  improvement. 

f  This  copy,  now  in  the  library  of  earl  Talbot,  was  lent  to  Mr.  Nich^  whe%  J 
comptling  his  History  of  the  cottnty« 
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lars  of  Burton's  life,  and  especially  an  account  by  himself 
in  the  form  of  a  diary.  * 

.  BURTON  fWiLLiAM),  another  antiquary  of  the  seven- 
teen thcentory,  son^of  William  Burton  ()f  Ateham  in  Shrop« 
shire,  was  born  in  Austin  Friars,  LOndoii,  bdocated  in  St. 
PauPs  school,  and  became  a  student  in  Queen's  college, 
Qxford^  in  16^.  'When  at  the  univei^ity,  he  was  patro« 
nised  by  the  learned  Mr.  Allen,  of  Gioc^ster-faall,  who  ap- 
pointed him  Greek  lecturer  therie.  •  His  indigence  obliging 
biiaL-io.  leaite  the  university  in  1 6  SO,  after  he  had  taken -the 
^diegi^Kiiof  bachelor  of  the  *civil  law,  he  wtis  for'^ome^  time 
usher Kto  Mr.  Thomas  Faniaby,  a*  famous  scfaforolttiistei^  ifi 
Kest.  He^  was  ^t«r wards  master^of  this  me  gramniaf- 
schaolat  Kingston  upon  Thd.mes,  in  #hicfa' statltiniie  d)d« 
tiauedt till  withiq;  two  years- bf  his  death,  when  he' retired 
to  London,  where  he  died  in  1657,'  and  was  bniried  in  St. 
Clement's  -Danei^y  Sti^nd.  -  He  ]iublished,  l.''<  Laudatio 
funebris  inobitum-D.  Thoms^'AllehV^'Oicon.  1633,  M6. 
2.  >^f  AnitotatioiiB  on  the  first  £ptstle  of  Ciem«nt  the  Apos- 
tle: to  the' Corinthians,"  Lond.  1647^  aM  1652,  4to.  X 
f^  Graces  Ling^nas  H«rtoria,^"  ibidi  1657,  part  ofihis  lecti^res 
inGloucester^iail, and priBted  with  .^^  Veteris  iLinguss  Per- 
sicffi  Histb|:i{^"'.with  a  Recommendatory  epistle 'by  Lang- 
baine^  .4.  ^  A  C!<immentary  oh  Antonitius's  iinnerary,  or" 
Journey  of  the  Roman  .Empire,  so  fer  as*  it  concemeth  Bri-^ 
tain/'  Lond.  165S,  fol. .  He  also  thmslated  from  the  Latin 
of  Alstedius,  a  book  in  favour  <^  the  doctrine  of  the  Miller 
uium,  entkled  ^^The  beloved  city,  or  the  Saints*  reign  c|i 
earth  a  thousand  years,  &c.''  Lond.  1643,  4td.  .  The, 
'^Commentary on  Antoninus"  procured  him,  from  bisl^p 
Kennett,  the  character  of  the  best  topographer  since  Cam- 
den. • 

BURY,  RICHARD  OF.  See  AUNGERVILLE;  and 
add  to  the  ref<^ences,  Archceologia,  toI.  X. 
'  vBUS  (CiESAR  Dfi),  founder  of  the  society  of  the  priestd^ 
or  fathers,  of  the  Christian  doctrine,  was  bom  of  a  noble 
family  at  Cayaillon,  Feb.  3,  1544.  He  at  first  cultivated 
poetry,  and  gave  himself  up  to  a  life  of  pleasure,  but  af- 
terwards reformed,  lived  in  a  most  exemplary  manner, 
,went  into  holy  orders,  and  travelled  from  place  to  place, 

1  Nichols's  Leicestershire.— ^Atb.  Ox.  vol.  II.— -Biog.  Brit. — Gent.  Mae.  LXI. 
UDdLXYIU. 

*  Wood's  Athente,  toU  II,— Cough's  Topograpbjri  vol.  I.«— Knight's  Life  of 
JhuL  Goteti  p.  40S. .       ' 
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Confetsing  and  calechifing.  His  xmI  having  procured  bin 
many  disciples^  he  formed  them  into  a  soeitty^  whose  pri#* 
eipal  dirty  was  to  teach  #hcft  they  ealted  the  Christian: 
doctrine.  He  was  appointed  general  of  thia  society  In  1 599, 
the  institution  having  heen  first apptovedhy  popeClenlent 
ViH.  10  Ibe  pcecedinff  yeav.  Tbas  which  goes  by  the 
annul  name  in,  Italy  waa  fibtinded  by  Mark  Cnsani)  a  Bfi^ 
Janese  knighit,  a&d  was  esti^Uish^d  by  the  approbatjfon  anA 
nutfaisriiy  of  Pina  V.  and  0regO9y  XilL  Gtesal^de  Bns  had 
eJto  some  concern  jn  estaMshing^the  VmnUnea  of  timte. 
at  losthb  sig^  ahont  fourteeit  ^eafs  before  Ma  deatft^ 
^ieh  happened  at  Avignon,  AptVkiBf  f  SOT.  He  left  otity 
Bi  ho6k  of  festniotions,  ihnawn  ap^  ftir  bia»  secleiy,  ^idd 
^^  iMtmetaofna  Aonflietes  snr  les  qna«re  parties  de  la  Oii^ 
tnile  OhretsaiHie,*^  1666^  ^ns  Ilia  life  ww  wHtieit'by 
Jamis.Beauvais^  4lOt*  * 

BU8BEQU(U8^  ot  9USBEC  ('AimHaii  GuiwiMfff  wtts 
the  Mttttel.  son  t>f  tbe'hM^ of  BiAb^,  dr  BoesbeC)  aftd 
b^nrm  nk  Cnmniirifii  a  eawq  m.«laftdi^vs^  tna.    l^e^ify 
proofa  he  gite  of  eiMatikditoary  getiina  induced  Mi  htISM: 
to  spnea  neittieir  cac^  Mir  'enp^iica^  asiget  Vkuk  pA)p«i#f  Ih- . 
a^nlcsad^  Md>  to  dl^thiii  hfo^legMiapMMi'lMiif  thi^efllpahr 
i  ^harteaVd^    He  was  MMM>  io  sMHty^silitlie  wtA^^»si«ito'^f 
lowraini  lltrtSi'  Y^ilfc^  'lftUl^%  ««#  Mdua^  and^'^ 
1  sQSie  tima  at  LbndMv;  #biHxer  ^alileMiid  ike-  fteAlMttiafitor 
pf  Ferdinand^  Hng  <tf thetUMiias;  Mfii  W*s  praaetit  aftOihe 
aihrriage  of  Philip  and  Mary jl  4ii  l^liM^i  was^  apffbibted 
4&ibaiisador  as  ConstaAtinopto  t  '%ialiMd^  i  Vef^  shor^Hfty 
t^re.    Being  iieAt attack  the^iMtot^O^g  ye*!"^  his^s^Mid 
^Asbaisy  pfov^M'Ien^ci^  n^dHmdi^e'ibrCMsfte;' ftK^^lr4li^ 
seveii  yeans^  aM  end^^l#  a  bent^lMMnfek      Hfeikn^^ied 
a  perfect  knowledge  cf  the  siate  of  thtf^Otteniiiri  eflMtte^ 
and  the- true  meansof  ktnit^hingit^With Mf^ei^ ;  on* ^6ich 
■    snbiect  he  coii^osdd*  ^^''Viify-'^didioM^dMeurse;  emitted 
<«  De«  re  niUttf insi^bt^a  Tm^oadi^  M^^  eoAlfiti^." 

Widaout  neglecting' %|iytlii«tg  tlMt  t^l^ed^^tetbe'bdMness 
of  bis  embatey^  be  Iab«tired;^<K;dis{Mliy  fi^irWe^rS^lie 
OE  letllerji^  <;oHecthig  itisoriptiorfs,  pe^ehashirjJf'fhftlYu^dHpts, 
searching  aftier  rate  pbats,  and  4nc|iilrilig'in^  tbenaitlire 
oC  aiiitnals,  and  when  be  sfes  ont-  the  Ise^mid^time  to  €^n^ 
stantinoplci  be  carried  with  him  a  painter,  to  make  drs^w- 
ings  of  the  plants  and  animals  that  were  uriknown  in  the 
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wed.    The  relatmn  yAAeh  hf^  #rote  ofbis  two  j'durni^^  t6 

TtHTJcoy  JB  much  commaifled  by  TbiiafiW8. .  He  y/fU  desi^. 

Hitts  of  ^taiog  l^e  latter  pai^of  bk  life  ih  privacy-,  b^ 

ribe.  einpemr  Maxtoiiliaaiiia^  dniice  ef  bim  tx>  be  go'i^^ 

nor  io  bis.  sons ;  and  when  bis  ilaagt^ter  pritieefi  EKztbl^Kl 

WM.  tnMTied  td  Ciiarl«siK>:pf  In^po^  Buabee  mt^b  nomt-^ 

lifted  .tfQ^tfon^uptbei:  to  ParitrrTM^  gltvle:  hiol  tfaift 

owholi^  raS^fHieiidaiitce  of /i|«^  i^!|i4^>^  ^^  hier  affiiirs^  fttid> 

jlif^finjsbe  qiiHtUNi  Fran^^  .oftJlpi^^  l^ft  Mtii 

^th/^  9^  h^  fMbffpaitoc^  iaj^dlicb  sti|tion  be  W]|^  ret&iif^fd 

vbjr,  th^  efH>erof ,  ^odpl>i|.  iwltU  i^?!?^  ^b0ft,'?  ««<^»»i^j0iirltt>y 

Lteifcbe  l^.Comiri#^  birWw,il^1Si<^lM*j^iaf>i*tyrof ♦©MI^Wl 

Wd  «  lM[r«My.ttpal»4.^  <a*^ng..«fi»a:  feiiei^ ^iefei^H^v^d 

^  #it4^i%4QM!*«!^r^f  th^ yew^^  #Iew»s  raaa^of^tenttedrt^ 

ing,  and  an  able  antiquary.    Tbe^pil^Ko  »  iiidiebied  M 

9.^  /for  iiib^  **  Mc^iim^imiw  Agipi^wttini''  .Vrhadtu^oatd  bd 

fQpe  4rf  fii#.9D9l.ci^Qi@^Hiiu4  iM$fa€*ly^(ia»<M5ipiiiomiiif  .*B4. 

vflfeAug«l«tt»fi  ,pan»tpig^V^.ug^  Anojrfi^^  %«ily  Of  ^fdaiki> 
,$u#!;>/Kil  ea^sed  AU^at  rm)%la^|egib}»  of  <i»i^ ioii^plioil 
,^jpi9^4;Q^d/fip»iQ  4i4|(IWi!^^  pf  <FjjttUiedtpftl«\pc^  abdilHlt 

-  SucSoikiui^  .<irOttoviu/i,  ^ubiiliied jtbiir/]V|wil«iQnltt«i^  4in* 

.  ffirmmm' ^^hPf^ M  *6Mi  .«^  noWr  f f <>«n  iw«ii»r^  ftiU 

.  wd^^xMrroct  cpp^  tbpwi  th^^  4>f  BwbjBi^*    Susbet^,  ^o  M[^b 

-f ^  LoOars  1^19  jPrwcje  to  the  wmberor  AcidDlpb/'  whi^h 

wahibifc  an  ioierefjtifig  picturo  of  we  ^ronob  eourt  at  tbtt 

;  imriod.    An  editicm  of  all  hU  l^^^eft  wag  pi^iblished '  kjr 

,:  Slsivir  at  L^^kn,  I6S3«.  and  «t  London  ih  16^041  ISittd. 

■'  JilU  ^'  Itinera  ConHantitiOpoUtaoiiia  et  Ama^num*'  Waft 

priiitedatAn4worpk  li62)4to^r^%egafi;ionb.Tur€i<^£]nii- 

,10 W*  Francfort^  ii^9^,  avo,  &4i{4«^  # 

B^  SB Y. (Richard)^  the  moBtr  eminent  Bcheolm^ftt^i^  ih 
bi$  tiinoy  wAi  the  second  soe  ilf  Hieliftrd  Busby^  of  tho 
city  of  Wef tminfiter,  gent  but  born  at  Lutton  in  Lincoln- 
«hbre,  September  .22^  1606,  Me  received  bi$  education  in 
Westmintter-acbooli  a^  a  king's;  scholar;  and  in  1624  wiU 
elected  student  of  Chr^nt  Churdb.  He  took  the  degree  of 
bachelor  of  arts  Oct  21t  1628  ;  and  that  of  inastor  June 
idy  1631 ;  at  which  time  be  was  esteemed  a  grdat  master 
pf  the  Greek  and  Latin  tongues,  and  »  complete  orator. 

I-  Geo.  Diet-^Mmi».<«^oppai  BibL  Mg^^psDiet  BisU^-rrdwri  Tbe^lfiUR. 
<i— Saxii  Oa<UDast« 
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Towards  the  expetice  of  taking  his  degrees,  a  sum  was  b6<^ 
Bourably  voted  him  by  the  vestry  of  St.  Margaret,  West- 
minster (in  all  11/.  135.  4id.)  which  he '  afterwards  as  ho- 
nourably repaid,  adding  to  it  an  annual  sum  towards  the 
maintenance  of  the   parish   school.     On  the  1st  of  July 
1699,  he  was  admitted  to  the  prebend  and  rectory  of  Cud- 
worth,  with  the  chapel  of  Knowle  annexed,  in  the  church 
of  Wells ;  of  which  he  lost  the  profits  during  the  civil 
wars ;  but  found  means  to  keep  his  student's  place,  an4 
Other  preferment     He  was  appointed  master  of  Westmin- 
ster-school, December  13,  1640;  in  which  laborious  sta- 
tion he  continued  above  fifty-five  years,  and  bred  up  thc^ 
greatest  number  of  learned  scholars  that  ever  adorned  any 
age  or  nation  *.     But  he  met  with  great  uneasiness  from 
the  second  master,  Edward  Bagshaw,  who  endeavoured  to 
supplant  him  ;  but  was  himself  removed  out  of  his  place, 
for  his  insolence,  in  May  1658  (See  Edward  Bagshaw). 
After  the  restoration,  Mn  Busby's  merit  being  noticed, 
bis  majesty, conferred  on  him  a  prebend  of  Westminster, 
into  which  be  was  installed  July  5,  1660;  and  the  1 1th  of 
August  following,  he  was  made  treasurer  and  canon*resi- 
dentiary  of  Wells.     On  October  19,  1660,  he  took  the 
degree  of  D.  D.     At  the  coronation  of  king  Charles  II. 
April  1661,  be  carried  the  Ampulla.     In  the  convocation, 
which  met  June  24,  .the  same  year,  ha  was  proctor  for  the 
chapter  of  Bath  and  Wells;  and  one  of  those  who  ap- 
proved and  subscribed  the  Common  Prayer-Book.     He 
gave  two  hundred  and  fifty  pounds  towards  repairing  and 
beautifying  Christ  Church  college  and  cathedral ;  and  in- 
tended, but  never  completed  the  foundation'of  two  lec- 
tures in  the  same  college,  one  for  the  Oriental  languages^ 
and  another  for  the  mathematics ;  but  he  left  a  stipend 
for  a  catechetical  lecture,  to  be  read  in  one  of  the  parish 
churches  in  Oxford,  by  amember  of  Christ  Church  f.    He 


*  It  was  his  boast  that,  at  od^  tifne, 
ttxteenoutof  the  whole  bench  of  bishops 
bad  been  edacated  by  him. 

f  Many  reflections,  equally  unge- 
narotts  and  onjost,  have  been  cast  upon 
die  nniTenities,  in  both  which  Dr.  Bus- 
by intended  to  have  founded  a  cate- 
chetical lectur^i  for  refusing  to  accept 
of  his  donatJoB,  by  which  refusal  the 
church  is  said  to  have  suffered,  a  cir- 
eamstadoe  of  which  the  author  of  the 
Confessional  was  glad  to  avail  himself, 
pud  who  has  been  quoted  as  an  autl^o- 


rity  in  the  second  edition  of  the  3iog« 
Britannica  by  editors  of  congenial  sen- 
timents. It  appears,  however,  from 
the  account  of  this  affair  given  in  An- 
thony Wood's  Life,  that  the  institution 
was  rejected  solely  on  account  of  the 
terms  and  conditions  annexed  to  it, 
which  rendered  it,  at  least,  less  agree- 
able to  the  universities,  if  not  impos- 
sible to  be  accepted  by  them,  con* 
aistently  with  their  statntes.^A,  Wood 'a 
Life,  p.  314—318,  . 
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contributed  also  to  the  repair  of  Lichfield  church*  As  for< 
his  many  other  benefactions,  they  are  not  upon  record, 
because  they  were  done  in  a  private  manner.  This  gpeat 
man,  after  a  long,  healthy,  and  laborious  life,  died  April 
6,  1695,  aged  eighty-nine,  and  was  buried  in  Westminster^ 
abbey,  where  there  is  a  curious  monument  erected  to  him." 
He  composed  several  books  for  the  use  of  his  school,  as, 
1.  "  A  short  institution  of  Grammar,''  Cambr.  1647,  8vo* 
3.  "  Juvenalis  et  Persii  Satirae,"  Lond,  1656,  purged  of 
all  indecent  passages.  3.  "  An  English  Introduction  to  the 
Latin  Tongue,"  Lond.  1659,  &c.  8vo.  4.  "  Martialis  Epi- 
grammata  selecta,''  Lond.  1661,  12mo.  5,  "  GraecasGram- 
maticae  Rudimenta,"  Lond.  1663,  8vo.  6.  "  Nomencla- 
tura  Brevis  Reformata,  adjecto  cum  Syllabo  Verborum  et 
Adjectivorum,"  At  the  end  is  printed  **  Duplex  Cen- 
t'enarius  Proverbiorum  Anglo-Latino-Graecorum,"  Lond* 
1667,  &c.  8vo.  7.  "  Av9o>)joyia  huTEpa :  sive  Groecorum  Epi- 
grammatum  Florilegium  novum,'7  Lond.  1 673,  &c.  8vo. 
8.  *^  Rudimentum  Anglo-Latiiium,  Grammatica  literalis  et 
Dumeralis,"  Lond.  1688,.  8vo.  9.  **  Rudimentum  Gram- 
maticse  Graeco- Latinae  Metricum,**  Loud.  1689,  8vo. 

As  to  his  character,  we  are  told  by  those  who  had  the  best 
opportunities  of  knowing  him,  that  he  was  acquainted  with 
ail  parts  of  learning,  especially  Philology ;  and  of  his  skill 
in  grap[imar,  his  works  are  sufficient  proof.  "Notwithstand- 
ing bis  being  the  greatest  master  ojf  it,  he  was  the  freest 
man  in  the  world  from  that  pedantic  humour  ^nd  carriage 
which  hath  made  some  of  that  profession  ridiculous  to  the 
more  sensible  part  of  the  world.  No  one  ^ver  trained  up 
a  greater  number  of  eminent  men,  both  in  church  and 
state,  than  himself ;  which  was  a  plain  demonstration  of 
his  uncommon  skill  and  diligence  in  his  profession.  He 
extremely  liked,  and  even  applauded,  and  rewarded,  wit 
in  any  of  his  scholars,  though  it  reflected  upon  himself; 
of  which  many  instances  are  still  remembered.  We  are 
farther  told,  th^t  there  was  an  agreeable  mixture  pf  seve- 
rity and  sweetnesis  in  his  manners ;  so  that  if  bis  carriage 
was  grave,  it  was  at  the  same  time  full  of  good-nature,  as 
bis  conversation  was  alwavs  modest  and  learned ;  but  in 
his  school  he  was  extremely  severe,  and  his  character  in 
this  respect,  probably  exaggerated  by  tradition,  is  become 
almost  proverbial.  Several  letters,  however,  from  bis  scho^- 
lars  have  been  lately  discovered,  by  which,  it  appears  that 
he  was  much  beloved  by  them.     His  piety  was  unfeigned 
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and  without  affectation^    and  hi^  steadfest  zeal  to  tlie_ 
church,  and  loyalty  to  the  crown,  were  enaioeat,  and  not* 
without  trials  in  the  worst  of  times.     But  his  greatest- K^iiv 
tae  was  charity ;  in  tbp  discharge  of  which  none  ever  took 
more  care  that  his  right  hand  should  not  know  ^hat  his 
left  did.     As  to  his  constitution  of  body,  he  was  healifay  ^o 
such  a  degree,  that  bis  old  age  proved  altogether  free  frofn 
those  diseases  and  inRroiities  which  most  commonly  attend 
other  persons :  and  as  this  was  the  consequence  and  xe«  , 
ward  of  his  chastity,    sobriety,    and  temperance,  so  be. 
spent  this  bodily  strength  altogether  upon  his  indefatigable 
labours,  in  the  education  oif  youth  in  Westniinster*s€bool ;  / 
which  he  never  remitted  till  he  was  released  of  it  by  deaths 
to  which  he  submitted  with  the  utmost  constancy  and  pa* 
tience.     Mr.  Seward  informs  us  that  he  is  said  not  to  -h^vQ 
allowed  notes  to  any  classical  author  that  was  read  at  W^0t- 
Hiinster.     According  to  the  late  Dr.  Johuson,  Busby  used 
to  declare  that  his  rod  was  his  sieve,  and .  that  whoever 
could  not  pass  through  that  was  no  boy  for  him.     He  early 
discovered  the  genius  of  D^.  South,  lurking,  perhaps,  w^  , 
der  idleness  and  obstinacy.     *^  I  see,^*  said  he,  ^^grea|« 
talents  in  that  sulky  boy,  and  I  shall  ende^vbi^rtQ^briiig,. 
them  out,*'  which  he  is  said  to  have  effected  by  m^ffs of 
vfery  great  severity.     When  the  rev.  Philip  HeipfyiMfho  ■ 
was  one  of  his  scholars,  requested  leave,  to  attend  the  noii- 
conformist  morning  lecture  at  Westminster  abbey»  B|i#by^. 
granted  his,  or  rather  his  mother^s  request,  but  did^ioil 
snffer  bhn  to  ahate  any  part  of  bis  scbojol^iasks.     H^^f^f 
says  he  never  punished  him  but  once,  and  that  for  teliingf 
a  lie,  and  appointed  him  also  to  make  a  penitential  cppyiM^. 
Latin  verses,  which  when  be  brought^  he  gave  him :iiix<^ 
pence,  and  received  him  into  favour.     Henrys fart]^4i|<ij 
ibrms  i)s  of  the  great  pains  Dr.  Busby  took  with  .bis^f^** 
lars  when  they  were  to  partake  of  the  sapraiiiept»^_W))<^ 
afterwards  Henry  was  ejected  for  non-coo foiipityf.  bm^  olfj 
xaasteir  said,  <<  Prithee,  child,  who  made  thee  a  jnon-Qoskr^ 
formist  ?**^  to  which   Henry  answered,    ^<  Truly,  sir^  yoH- 
made  me  on^  for  you  taught  me  t|iose  things  thathkv* 
dered  me  from  conforming.*'--^Many  of  Busby^s  witticismf , 
are  in  circulation.     His  biographers  give  us  the  following ! 
Once,  in  a  large  company,  he  sat  at  table  between  Mr^. 
South  and  Mr$.  Sherlock,  when  the  conversa;tion  turned 
upon  wives.   Dr.  Busby  said  that  he  believed  wives,  in  ge*  . 
uerul,  were  good;  *^  thou^b^  to  b^  sure,  tbei^  might "bf^^ii 
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bild  OR€  Aet*^,  and  a  bad  one  iAerr.^*  The  late  Mr.  Ban^ 
combe  informed  the  editors  of  tbe  Biograpbia  Brit,  that 
the  face  pa  Dr.  Ba$by*s  mopumeiit  is  said  to  have  been 
copied  from  a  cast  taken  after  bis  death,  as  be  would  never 
sit  for  his  picture  ;  if  so,  whence  came  the  portraits  of  him 
in  Christ  Church,  Oxford  ?  * 

BUSCH  (John  G£0&<?£)raa  eminent  teadier  and  writer 
OR  commerce,  was  born  Jan.  3,  1728,  in  the  district  of 
Lunebpurg,  and  was  for  thirty  years  director  of  the  coiO/» 
ixiercial  academy  at  Hamburgh,  to  which  young  men  from 
aU  parts  of  Europe  resorted  for  education  in  that  branch. 
This  estjiUhbudent  was  indeed  tbe  only  one  of  its  kind,  a« 
profes^r  Boseb  tiot  only  instructed  bis  pupils  in  the 
ibeory,  but  afforded  them  opportunities  of  being  intro* 
diided  to  die  practice  of  commerce,  for  which  purpose  hm 
bad  connexions  with  the  6m  bouses  in  Hamburgh^  and 
himself  acquired  that  experience  fyhich  gives  a  peculiar 
vcllue  to  his  writings ;  these  ^re  all  in  the;  German  laur 
gdage :  l.  "  The  Theory  of  Cottimerce,''  Hambui^h,.  1799, 
?Tols*8ifo.  2.  ^' On  Banks,'*  ibid.  18pl/Svo.  3.  "Qi^ 
the  Circulation  of  Moiiey,"  ibid.  1800J  S  vols.  Svo^ 
4,  ^  Various  ;pteay^  6n  Compacr<;e/*  ibid. ;  2  vols.  Svo^ 
^i  ^^  On  Mithenlati^al  Studies  as  am^licable  to  th^  business 
ofeiril  JSfe/*  Svo;  6.  '*  pncycldpacdia  of  Matjieiiiafics/^^ 
ibid.  1795,  7.  '^Experience  an'df  observations,''  ibid.  l794^ 
^  vols.  8 fa  In  177S  be  publish^d^  a,Iso  in  Gernliftn,  ^^  A 
ciFCumstantial  'account  of  tHe  ^Commercial  Academy  of 
Ifethburghi'^  '1i?ta6  ^  and  in '  i  7B3,'  along  wi tb  his"  partne^ 
£belin^g,  published  the  first  number  of '^^  The  Merchant •• 
library,"  eight  hlitnbers  of  which  were  to  b^  published 
anntially,  which  perhaps  is  .the  work  noticed  above,  ^^  £x« 
pertencfe/'  &c.*  ;      ";^  : 

BUSCHETTd  DA^BvLiCHlOj'ah  arcbitedt  of  tlie  cle- 
vemb'century,  was  a  native  of  thfe  isfe  of  DuUcbioi  and 
buik  the  cathedral  of  Pisa,  Wh\(^stiil  passes  for  one  Qf  jtb^! 
finest  in' all  Mly,  in;  the  gottfic  style.  Busch^tto  was  a 
great  machinist ;  and  could  mbve  the  heaviest  loads  witb 
a  rery  small  force.  It  is  m|irke4  on  his  tomb,  "  that  ten 
girls  could  lift  by  bis  method,  weights  which  a  thousand 

^  BJogi  Brit«9— Ath.  Or.  vpU  II«—- Nidiols's  Lif<Q  and  Correspondence  of  Atter« 
bury. — Life  of  Philip  Hepry,  edit  1712. — Seward's  ABecdote8.—>^al9ne*f  Dry^ 
deti,  vol.  1.  13,  ud  II.  13.— Inquiries  into  the  lamily  of,  0ent  Msg.  LSV, 

p»  15.    .  ■   ^        • 
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yoke  of  oxen  could  not  move,  and  a  ship  could  scirccily 
cany." 

Quod  vix  mille  bourn  possent  juga  cuncta  movere, 

£t  quod  VIX  potuit  per  mare  feire  navis, 
Buscbetti  nisu,  ^piod  eiat  mirabile  visu^ 

Dena  puellarum  turba  levavit  oram. 

Though  Buschettx)  lived  in  the  age  of  ignorance  and  hy«« 
perbole,  yet  he  partly  deserved  this  praise.  His  dtscipies 
were  numerous^  and  he  is  regarded  as  the  principal  fottn«* 
der  of  the  science  of  architecture  in  modern  Italy.  ^ 

BUSCHING  (Anthony  Frederic),  an  emineRt  geogm^ 
pher,  was  born  at  Stadtbagen  in  Germany  ill  1724.  After 
having  been  instructed  in  the  learned  languages,  matfae-* 
maticsy  and  astronomy,  by  M.  Hauber,  at  Copenhagen,  he- 
went,  in  1744,  to  study  divinity  at  Halle.  In  1746,  be* 
published  his  first  work,  ^*  An  Introduction  to  the  Epistle 
of  St.  Paul  to  the  Pbilippians,*'  which  was  followed*  by  his- 
*^  Lectures*'  on  Isaiah  and  on  the  New  Testament.  Hav«^ 
ing  been  employed,  in  1748,  to  superintend  the  education 
of  the  son  of  count  Lynar,  he  accompanied  that  noblemait 
to  Petersburgh  in  1749,  and  in  the  course  of  this  journey" 
planned  his  new  system  of  geography,  for  the  compl^oir 
of  which  he  went  in  1752  to  Copenhagen*  Here  he  edited 
a  periodical  work  on  the  state  of  the  arts  and  sciences  iir 
I>enmark.  In  1759,  be  accepted  the  office  of  extraor- 
dinary professor  of  philosophy  i^  Gottingen,  with  a  salary 
of  200  rix-dollars  to  enable  him  to  complete  his  geogra- 
phy. In  consequence  of  the  death  of  Mbsheim,  he  wished 
to  succeed  to  the  theological  chair  of  Gottingen,  but  he 
had  so  openly  avowed  the  principles  of  the  new  German 
theological  school,  that  he  was  not  only  denied  ther  pro« 
fessorship,  but  ordered  afterwards  to  abstain  from  lecturing 
on  the  subject,  or  publishing  any  thing  not  approved  of  by 
the  privy  council  of  Hanover.  This,  however,  did  not 
prevent  his  being  appointed  professor  of  philosophy  iir 
1759  ;  and  in  1761  he  becajine  pastor  to  a  Lutheran  con- 
gregation at  Petersburgh,  where  he  established  a  public 
school,  sanctioned  by  Catherine  the  empress.  He  had  a 
dispute  soon  after  with  his  congregation^  and  removed  to 
Altona.  In  1766,  he  was  appointed  director  of  a  school 
at  Berlin,  where  lie  passed  the  remainder  of  his  life.  He 
died  in  17^3,  and  according  to  his  own  desire,  was  buried 
in  his  gatden,  where  he  had  formerly  buried  his  wife, 

1  Diet.  Hist 
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'  In  his  own  delineatien  of  hia  character,  he,  acknoiMr-\ 
ledges,  that  though  he  was  candid  and  open-hearted,  af-^ 
fable,  ready  to  assist  others,  and  of  a  coippassionate  clis* 
position,  he  had  behaved  with  harshness  to  many  persons, 
and  on  various  occasions.  He  expresses  his  confidence  in 
the  Supreme  Being,  his  firm  faith  in  the  Saviour  of  the 
world,  and  his  satisfaction  with  the  dispensations  of  provi- 
dence. His  temper,  he  says,  was  waan,  and  occasionallj 
irritable  >.  and  his  firmness  had  sometimes  assumed  the  ap<- 
pearance  of  obstinacy;  and  hi^  quickness  had  betrayed 
bim  occsteionally  into  precipitation.  ^^  I  am  moderate,**^ 
says  he,  ^^  in  all  things;  contented  with  liHle,  and  master 
of  my  appetites.  In  my  intercourse  with  the  worid  I  ex-^ 
pect  too  much' from  myself;  I  am  therefore  often  dissatis* 
fied  with  my  own  conduct ;  and  on  that  account  wish  to 
eon&ne  my  intercourse  within  a  very  narrow  circle,  and  to 
shun>  society.  /  am  free  Jrom  pride,  but  not  void  of  am- 
bition, though  I  often  struggle  with  this  passion,  and  on 
reflection  endeavour  to  suppress  it  I  am  so  much  attached 
%o  labour,  that  it  seems  to  me  a  requisite  to  life,  and  that 
oiy  impulse  to  it  is  greater  than  to  any  sensual  pleasure 
whatever."  Thiebault,  in  his  ^^  Original  Anecdotes  of 
Frederic  the  Great,"  assures  us  that  in  no  country  he  met 
urith  a  man  whose  vanity  was  equal  to  that  of  Buisching^ 
*^  I  have  heard,"  says  Thiebault,  ^'  of  two  or  three  persons 
in  Europe^  who  said  theve  were,  in  their  time,  no  more 
than  three  great  men,  Voltaire,  Frederic,  and  themselves 
To  these  persons  M;  Busching  cannot  be  compared,  for  he 
never  acknowledged  any  man  to  be  so  great  as  himself;  in 
ishoft,  his  excessive  vanity  rendered  him  absolutely  intoler- 
abtei"         ♦  ♦        i 

;]  Busching  compiled  above  an  hundred  volumes,  mostly- 
elementary  treatises  on  geography,  history,  &c.  His  sys^ 
tem  of  .^*  Geography,"  begun  in  1754,  formed  six  quarto 
Tolumes,  and  was  often  reprinted.  An  edition  was  pub^* 
lished  in  English^  1762,  also  in  6  vols.  4to,  but  was  an 
unfortunate  speculation  forjthe  bookseller.  He  published 
also  a  "  Magazine  of  Modern  History  and  Geography," 
of  which  we  have  seen  seventeen  4to.  vols,  from  1777  to 
17  d6,  consisting  of  a  collection  of  original,  authentic,  and 
important  papers,  most  of  them  in  German,  but  some  in 
Frenofa,  relating  to  Portugal,  Spain,  France,  &c.  This 
is  perhaps  the  most  useful  of  his  publication^  and  th^ 
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noftt  otKriijeclbnible  as  it  is  i'odepeDdeot  of  style,  ift  'wbtcH 
lie  was  very  deficient.  ^  ■ 

BUS£MBAUM  (Herman),  of  Nottel^n  in  West^balt^ 
aJesuily  who  died  166i,  wrote  a  small  <<  Medulla  Tiie<v- 
logim  Moralis/'  12iiio,  which  La  Croix,  one  of  his  bre« 
ifaren,  has  enlarged  to  two  vols,  folio;  the  last  edition  i» 
1757t  The  idea  of  the  pope's  authority,  ev^n  over  the 
persons  of  kings,  is  parried,  in  this  work,  to  the  height  df 
exiravtoance :  all  secular  tribanals,  therefore,  united  in 
its  condemnation.  The  parliament  of  Toulouse  in  Xl^i, 
and  that  of  Paris  in  1761,  ordered  it  to  be  burnt. ' 

BUSH  (Paul),  first  bishop  of  Bristol,  wa$  born  in  1490, 
and  became  a  student  at  the  university  of  Oxford  al^oui 
1513,  and  ^  five  years  after  took  the  degree  of  B.  A* 
being  then.  Wood  says,  numbered  among  the  celebrated 
poets  of  the  university.  He  afterwards  became  a  briber 
of  ibe*  order  called  Bonhom^,  and  after  studying  sonui 
lime  among  the  friars  of  St.  Austin  (now  Wadham  c<4l^e) 
he  was  elected  provincial  of  his  order  at  Edington  in  Wilt* 
shire,  and  canon  residentiary  of  Sarum.  In  that  station  ,b^ 
lived  many  years,'  till  at  length  king  Henry  VHI.  being  in^ 
formed  of  his  great  knowledge  it)  divinity  and  pte^stc, 
'snadebim  his  cbaplairi,  and  advanced' him  to  the  newly 
erected  see  of  Bristol/  to  which  he  was  consecrated  Juiie 
£5,  1542,  at  UamptoA.  Pits  vei^  erroneously  says  he 
was  made  bishop  of  Btistol  by  Edward  VI.'  partly  wl&f  a 
design  to  draw  him  frdm  the  ancient  religioni  and  P^tAj 
because  they  could  not  find  among  the  jreformers  apySthor 
person  of  sufficient  erudition*  I'his  author,  however,  4^« 
lows  that  he  denied  the  true  faith  by  taking  a  wife,  wfcioda^ 
as  an  e^^cose.  Pits  turns^  into  a  concubine.  ;  In.  coAse* 
queoce  of  this  connection  he  was,  on  the  acciesisioti^tpf 
queen  Mary,  deprived  of  his  dignity,  and  spent  the.rf^^ 
mainder  of  his  life  in  a  private  station  at  Bristol,  wh<eii^  he 
died  in  1558.  He  was  buried  on  the  north  aide  oT  the 
choir  of  the  cathedral,  and  a.monunieat'was  aftetWatds 
erectc^d  to  his  memory;  his  wife  was  also  buried  here  in 
1553.  Pits,  and  after  him  a  congenial  lover  of  popeiy, 
th^  late^  Mr.  Cole,  says,  that  he  dismissed  her  of  bis  own 
accord ;  but  that  is  improbable,  as  there  could  be  no  ne- 
cessity for  such  dismission  till  queen  Mary*s  accessidii» 
;vbicb  happeped  in  J,uly  1553,  and  the  bisbop'a  wi£st  died 
in  October  foUowifog.  -  ' 

1  Diet  Hist. — lUes'fl  Cyclopedia^— Tbi«baalt*s  Anecdoteii  TOL  IL  p«  131.— 
Saiii  Onomast.  vol.  VIII.  *  DicU  UisU 
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J,  Dr.  Busb  wrote,  1.  "  An  exhqrtation  to  Mar^ret  Bar- 
^Sy  wife  to  John  Burges,  clothier,  of  Kingswood,  in  thi^ 
(^punty  pf.  Wilts,"  London,  printed  in  the  reign  of  Ed- 
i»rard,Vl.  ^,r**  Notes  on  the  Psalms,"  London,  1525. 
i.  ^'  Treatis^  in  praisa  of  the  Crosse."  4.  "  Answer  to 
certaia  qMerics  concerning  the  abuses  of  the  Mass,"'  m 
Burnet'^  History  of  the  Reformation,  Records^  No.  25. 
Jk*  "  Dialpgues  between  Chri^  and  the  Virgin  Mary.* 
^6.  .^  Treatise  of  salves  and  curing  remedies,"  8vo.  printed 
by  Redmsiiiy  no  date.  7.  "  A  little  Treatise  in  English, 
called  the  Extirpation  of  Ignorancy,  &c."  in  Verse,  printed 
by  Pihsoni  without  date,  4to,  and  dedicated  to  the  lady 
.Mary.  :  B.  "  Carmiija  diversa/' * 

J   !9USH|i)L  (Thomas),  a  man  once  of  considerable  emi- 
'.p^nce  for  his  philosophical  pursuits,  was  born  about  151>#, 
of  a  good  family  at  Cleve  Prior,  in  Worcestershire,  and 
was  educated  at;  Oxford,  as  Wood  thinks,  in  Baliol  <i:ol- 
lege^     He  was  a^envards  taken  into  the  service  of  sir 
'Francis.  Baoon^  who,    when   lord  chancellor,    made  him 
«eal-beare»,  and  in  other  respects  patronized  him  liberally, 
tie  aft«rw8ttd«  traveUed^  directing  his  attention  chiefly  to 
mineralogy,  9(nna  curious  experimienta.  in  which  he  made 
'^t^n^QB  in  Oxfordshire,  where  ^e  constructed  a  curiotw 
^cistern,  erected  a  banquetting house,  &c.  which  in  1656, 
J;ie  §:^bi<i^ited  to  king' Cnarles^  1.  ana  his.  queen,  who  gave 
briers/  ttot  t&e  yl^ce  should  be  called  aiter.  her,  Henrietta. 
^J9^re.tiWwise  he  entertained  the,  royal  visitors  with  a  kind 
^.of .  mask,  poetical  addresses,  &c»  which  were  afeterWarcfc 
^  jpublijfhed  under  the  title  of  ^^JjOje  several  3pe^he^  ^wd 
Soijigs  ait  the^  pr^enitTMnt  of  tbe  Uock  at  £|i3ton,  td.the 
\  fjHeen*ii  most  excellent  majesty,"  Oxon.  1  e^6,  4tp.    iSoon 
v^wtfsi:;  MSr.  Bushel  became  format  of  .his  maJesty^s  mines  iti 
^ale?,  wHichhe  wpjfkec^' with- great  skill  and  i^tdefetigable 
/^bpur;  and  having  obtiuoed  bi&  maj^stty  s  grant  to  coin 
,  pilv«r,  b<»  supplied  ^<the  army  at  Os^ford,  when  the  parlia- 
.aient  bad^  got /possession  of  -  the  TOwer  mint     When  the 
parJiamenjt  ai^vny  reached  Wales,  he  was  obliged  to  make 
.  hifr  esoape  witl^  otiber  men  'of.  kno wu.  loy alty^    h ubrey  ill- 
"^  fprmn^iw^thftt  aboi^t  tha  time  Croip well  was  madie  protect 
Wr^  Mr.  Bushel  concealed  himself  in  a  bouse  in  Lambeth 
imarsb,  and  he  constantly  }ay  in  a  long  garret,  htin^  with 

'  ^  Mh.  Ox.  vol.  r.  mkny  addkioiiB  to  which  in  this  trticle  will  be  found  in  Mr. 
Bliti*!  new  ei)ition.~*TaDner.-i-*^ai«:  and  l^it9.--*S(rj|i«*i«QrMin0i^  pi  ^%  3(20, 
Sd^.-v^SiiTcpe^^g^em^riali,  vol.  III.  ^  l7S.7-RitsQn'^  ^ibliogra^i«» 
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black  baize ;  at  one  end  was  painted  n  skeleton  extended 
on  a  mattress ;  at  the  other^  was  a  small  pallet  bed ;  and  the 
walU  were  covered  with  various  emblems  of  mortality. 
Here  he  continued  above  a  year,  till  his  friends  had  made 
his  peace  with  the  protector.  After  the  restoration  he  Ob- 
tained an  act  of  parliament  for  working  certain  mines  in 
Somersetshire,  but  what  progress  he  made  we  are  not  told. 
He  died  in  1674.  Besides  the  pamphlet  already  noticed^ 
he  published  ^'  A  just  and  true  remonstrance  of  his  Majes- 
ty's Mines  Royal  in  Wales/'  Lond.  1642,  4to; 'and  an 
**  Extract,  or  Abstract  of  the  lord  chancellor  Bacon's  Phi« 
lOBophical  Theory  of  Mineral  Prosecutions,"  Lond.  1660.* 

BUSLIDIUS,  or  BUSLEIDEN  (John),  a  native  of 
Arlon  in  Luxemburgh,  in  the  sixteenth  century,  owed  his 
success  in  life  to  his  brother  Francis,  who  died  archbishop 
of  Besan^on  in  1 500.  By  his  interest  he  became  master  of 
requests,  a  member  of  the  sovereign  council  of  Mechlin^ 
and  hefd  several  ecclesiastical  benefices*  His  genius  and 
learning  recommended  him  to  the  friendship  and  corre^ 
apondence  of  many  of  the  learned  men  of  his  time,  parti* 
cularly  Erasmus  and  sir  Thomas  More.  He  was  employed 
in  embassies  to  pope  Julias  II.  Francis  I.  of  France,  and 
Henry  YIII.  of  England;  and  in  1517,  he 'was  sent  into 
Spain  by  Charles  V.  but  falling  sick  at  Bourdeaux,  he  died 
Auffust  26  of  that  year.  He  left  a  considerable  property 
to  found  three  professorships  at  Louvain  for  Latin,  Greek, 
and  Hebrew,  which  composed  what  was  called  the  CoUe- 
gwm  TrUingw.  .  Erasmus  says  this  institution  gave  much 
disgust  to  the  illiterate  members  of  the  church  there,  who^ 
he  adds,  were  vexed  that  three  tongues  should  be  in  re- 
quest. Several  verses,  speeches,  and  epistles  written  by 
Buslidius,  were  found  after  his  death,  but  the  only  piece 
published  is  a  letter  prefixed  to  sir  Thomas  More's  Utopia.* 

BUSSIERES  (John  de),  a  French  Jesuit,  was  ^brn  in 
1607,  either  at  Villa  Franca  in  Beaujolais,  or  at  Lyons, 
and  hecame  a  very  frequent  and  admired  writer,'  although 
little  of  his  fame  has  reached  modern  times.  He  died  iii 
.1678.  His  French  poetry  is  now  forgot,  but  his  Latin 
poetry  published  at  Lyons  in  1675,  8vo,  still  has  some  ad« 
mirers;  and  in  his  ^*  Scanderbeg,^'  an  epic  poem,  and 
his'  ^^  Rhea,"  are  soihe  animated  passages.  He  published 
also  an  abridgment  of  the  History  of  France,  and  anothe^^ 

>  Wood*!  Ath.  vol.  IL— Lysom'a  Environs,  toI.  I. 

t  Gen.  I>ict,-«->f  op|iei|  ^ibliottieca  Belgicst^-Moreri.— Jortin't  Eraf miuC 


*^       '■C^   *-*        ■         I       ■*      ■!■»,. ^1*1      l^.l     liJ>« 


B  U  S  S  I  £  R  £  S.  ilfl 

in  Latib,^  of  the  universal  hi&tory,  called  ^^  Floscoli  Histo* 
riarum/'  which  he  afterwards  translated  into  French,  under 
the  title  "  Partei^re  historique,"  Lyons,  1672,  12mo;  the 
ridiculous  dedication  of  which  to  the.  Virgin  Mary  may  be 
seen  in  Seward^s  Anecdotes.  He  wrote  also-  '^  Memoires 
JeVille  Francbe  en  Beawjolais,"  1671,.  4to;  and  a  his- 
tory of  Spain,  still  in  manuscript.  * 

BUSSy.     SeeRABUTIN. 

BUTLER  (Alban),  author  of  the  "  Lives  of  the.  Saints,'* 
the  second  son  of  Simon  Butler,  esq.  of  Appletree,  in  the 
coui^ty  of  Northampton,  was  bom  in  1710,  and  educated 
for  a  short  time  at  a  school  in  Lancashire,  whence  in  his 
eighth  year  he.wa^  sent  to  the  English  college  at  Douay, 
where  he  applied  hjmself  with  uncommon  diligence  to  the 
studies  prescribed  in  that  Roman  catholic  seminary,  and 
was  admired  for  his  early  piety.  After  completing  his 
coprsei  he  was  admitted  an  alumnus,  and  appointed  pro- 
fess.or  of  philosophy,  'm  lecturing  ou  which  he  foUoWed  the 
Newtonian  system,  tl:^a  gaining  ground-in  the  foreign 
universities,  in  preference  to  the  systems  of  Wolfe  and 
Leibnitz,  in  which  he  discovered,  some  things  irreconcile-* 
able,  with  the.  opinions  .of  the  chuxcb.  .  He  was  next  -ap- 
pointed professor  .of  divinityy  and  while  at  this  college 
published  his  first  work^  ^  ^^  Letters  on  the  History  of  the 
Pbpes^  published  by  Mr.  Archibald  Bower>"  wjnich  were 
written  with  ease  and  g^d. humour,  and  shew  various  and  ^ 
ejKtensive  learning.  In  1745  he  accompanied  the  late  earl 
pf  Shrewsbury,  and  the -hon.  James  and  Thomas  Talbot,  on 
their  travels  through  France  and  Italy.  Oo  his  return  from 
these  travels,  he  wsa  sent  on  the. English  mission,  and 
wished  to  be  settled  in  London ;  .where  he  might  have  ac- 
cess to  literary  society  and  the  public  libraries,  with  a  viev 
to,comiplete  his.  /<  Lives  of  the  Saints,''  on  which  he  had 
long  been  engaged  y  but  the  vicar  aposlolio^of  the  middle 
district  claimed  him,  as  belonging  to  that  district^  and  ap^ 
pointed  him,  much  against  his  will,  to  a.  mission  ia  Staf«# 
fordshire.  Here,  however,  he  did  not  jremain  long,  being 
appointed  chaplain  to  Edward  duke,  of  Norfolk,  and  to 
superintend  the  edacation  of  Mr.  Edward  Howard,  bia 
pephew  and  presumptive  heir,  whom  he  accompanied 
abroad,  but  trfao  died  soon.  During  bis  being  at  Paris,  t>a 
this  occ4siou,  he  completed  and  sent  to  press  bis  ^^.  Lives 

}  Moreri,-p-Dict.  Hist« 
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e€  die  Saints^  whiek  it  said  to  liave  cost  him  tii#  bdMfuir  of 
Airqr  yeartb  At  the  ftoisbiog  of  it  ho>  gave,  wbait  bis 
Mogropber  very  tniiy  eaDs,  a  vetj  edifying  instance  of 
kumtlii^.  The  manutcfipi  of  the  fast  volooie  having  beeik 
•ttbinitted  to  Mr.  Challoiler^  the  yiear<^p€iatohc  of  the 
Loodoa  diatrioty  be  reeommMded  the  ombsioiK  of  aU  the 
noiesy  that  the  work  might  be  Use  expensive  and  xttove 
useful.  It  is  easy  to  suppose  what  it  must  ha?e  cost  our 
author  to  cousigfi  to  obhvson^the  fruit  of  so  oioeh  Ishour. 
He  obeyed^  however,  aad  to  this  circumstance  it  is  owiegv 
that  in  the  first  edition  the  notes  axm^  omitted.  Some  yenrfr 
a&er^  he  published  the  **  Life  of  Masy  of  the  Gross^'^  a 
nuo  in  the  Engtisb  eostvent  of  the  poor  Claces  atBooiop^ 
Bot,  stnedj  speaking)  a  piece  of  biogmphy,  bat  a  vehicle  for 
iastnictiona  on  vdtgtous  life  on  Reman  catholie  principlea^ 
Soiaetimc  after  our  author's  return  to  Eoglaml  fiobi-  his 
tcavels  with  Mr.  Edward  Hawavd,  he  was  chosen^  president 
e£ tbe  EngiiBh  college  at  St.  Omer^s,  ia  Hpbieb  static  heeon* 
tiottsd  witil  hid  death.  Hm  had*  peojeeted  many  works 
hendesi  those  aiready  menitoned^.  and  aoioog  thsai^  his 
toMtise  en  the  ^  Moveable  Feaati^V  whiob  was^  pubiisbedv 
aAen  his  death,  under  the  inapection  of  Mr*  Chaliqiien 
He  prsposed^  wmiog  the^  Uvea  of  bishops  Fisher  and  Sir 
Thoflsaa  Move^  aaid  had  made  cOpioua-  eotteotioiia  for  botfa> 
wmae  of  which  are  in  th&Uands  of  his  biegfsqphetv  He  had 
begun  a  treetaae  ov  ^  Matoml^  eod*  leviealed  veUfpoo,** 
heiiig' dissatisfied  iftth  what  Bei^iep  had  pubHsbedoo  those 
eofajttcta*  Three  volumes  of  hie  ^<  Discourses^'  have  been 
ptthlished'sinoe  his  decease.  As  a  preacher^  howeiwr,  we 
are:told^  that  he  almost  wholly  fatledv  His  sermeos  were 
somethnea  interesting  and.  pathetic ;  but  they  were  alwayt 
dcealtory,  and  almost  always  immeaaurably  long.- His  ^SfacHt 
life  of  Sir  Toby  Matthew^''  has  iatoly  beenpttblfa^hed^hy 
Ua  Uogmphev.  His*  literery  correspoodeoee  was  Tery;  ex- 
teusiive^  and  amowg  othep  eovrespondeots  of*  distinollon^ 
wamy  boi  mentioned  the  learned*  Lambertini^  wfUawkrA^  pt>pe 
Benedict  XIV.  and  the  late  Dr/Lowdi,  bishop  of  London ; 
.mid  the  amistaacehe  afforded  to  English  men  of* literature 
has  been  liberally  acknowledged  by.  Dr;  Kenwicot,  and 
others.  After  a  life  spent  in  devotion  to  bis-  profemion^ 
andia.  various  studies,  he  died  May  id,  1/773^  ini  the  sixty* 
third. yeat.ofhis^age  ;  and  was  interred  in  the-  chapet  of 
the  English  college  at  St.  Omers,  where  a  monument  of 
white  marble  was  erected  to  bis  memory,  with  an  elegant 
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Laii'n  fnscriptkm.     His   ^^  Lives  of  the  Saints/^  Utbough 

not  free  from  the  peculiarities* of  bis  predecessors  in  thk^tt 

branch  of  biogi*9^phy,  is  a  work  of  great  value  and  research* 

It  was  first  published  in  1745,  5  vols.  4to ;  and  in  md^Qt 

1780,  an  edition  was  published  at  Dublin,  in  12  vols.  Bvo; 

and  in  I79i^ — laoo,  at  Edinburgh,  in  the  saaie  forra^  to 

which  his'hiej^e^,  Cbatles  Butler,  esq*  barrister  at  ^aw, 

{prefixed  a  Vtfef  from  which  the  preceding  sketch  is  taken.  ^ 

BUTLER  (Charlis),  an  ing^iou»  writer  of  the  seven- 

't^enth  century,  was  born  in  ld59,  at  High  Wyconob,  in 

Buckinghamshire ;  and  eittered  a  student  into  Magdalen 

hall,  Oxford,  in  :i'579,  where  he  took  a  degree  in  arts; 

and  WaS' translated'  to  Magdalen  college,  and  made  one  of 

the  bible  tletks.   .Soon  after,  be  became  master  of  the 

free  school  at   Basingstoke  in  Hampshire;   and  had  the 

cafe  of  a  sil^all  church  i»i  the  nbighbourhood.    About  1600 

be  wa^  promoted  to  the  vic»raige:of  Lawrence  Wotton,  in 

Hamjpshire;;  Which  W^od  thitvkisP  arvery  inadequate  |iire£er*r 

inc^nt  for  ^a  ^h^lM^  p^  bis  abiliNes^    There,  however,  he 

^appears  t^baV'e  nsmaiiyedr  until  his  death,  March  29,  1647, 

>  iti  his  eighty-eighth  y<ear.    fle'wrote:  !.  "  The  Fembiine 

^  Monai^cby  V  oVa  Treatise  an  JBces^'^Oxon.  1609,  «vt^  and 

Lond.    102:3^  ^d^hi  t^a^  4tO3}:ja,workii0t  morecuriouB 

fo^  its  matter,  'tliarn<iifor>)tbe  maamner-bf  printing,  abonnding 

-  hi  {Jew  ch£ir4c(!dt£^,^whidh  appear^tb  have  been  east  on  p«r- 

.  posey  'dnd  a  very  sitif^ular.  modef  of  orthography.     It  was 

'  afterwards  traii^alifeed  ii^  Latitt  by  Rich.  Richardson,  o£ 

£inanuel  cotieg<^  Cambridge,  Lond.  1673,  8vo.    2.  ^^Rhe* 

^^ortcss  libti  duo,"  Xi^onv  161 8 ;  t>ften  Teprioitod.   3.  ^*  D0 

pr9pinquitate  niatrimoniutn  impediente  ^eguiageiieralis," 

'en  the  marr)age  of  cousin-^germans,  a  work  much  approved 

•fey  Dr.  Prideaux,  Oxon.  1625, 4to,  4.  **  Oratotiw  libri^uo,** 

i.  O^on.  'i633>4to,  Lond.  1635,  dvo.  5.  ^^.Englisb  Grammar/' 

^  O^oii.1634,  4to.  6.  "  The  Principles  of  Music,"  Lond.  16»6, 

4to,     Dr.  iohnson,  in  the  preface  to  bia  Dictionaryt^  S^^^i 

an  account  of  bis    '^  Grammy*?/'  wkb  a  specimen  of  his 

orthography^  from  bis  "  Treatise  on  Bees."    Of  JUis  '**Frin» 

eiples  of  Music,"  Dr.  Burney  sasya,  that  it  was  the  ooty 

theoretical  or  didactic  work  published  on  the  siubjecit  of 

music  during  the  reign  of  king  Charles  L  and  that  it  non- 

taius  more  knowledge  in  a  sipaall  comp9^   than  any  ether 

1  Life  as  above,  8vo.  ISOO. — As  the  Lives  of  tbe  Saints  is  become  a  very 

scarceand  expensive  book,  it  way  not  be  unuseful  to  aild,  that  a  very  Jf«od 

-  •  **'  Sc4ection  •t)4  Ain'idSf«ment"  was'puWisbed  at  J^Tewcastle  in  1799,  i  v^U/^y^^ 
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of  the  kind  in  our  hMigotge;  Imt  tbe  Saxon  and  new  eba« 
racters  be  uses,  in  order  to  explode  such  letters  as  are 
redundant,  or  of  uneertahft  powers,  render  this  muaieai 
tract  somewhat  difficult  to  peruse. ' 

BUTLER  (J^MEs),  duke  of  Ormond,  an  eminent  states- 
man,  the  son  of  Thomas  JButlefi  esq.  a  branch  of  tbe  Or-& 
mond  family,  was  born  at  Newcastle  bouse,  in  ClerkenwdV 
1610«  On  the  decease  of  Thonias,  earl  of  Ormond,  his 
grandfather  Sir  Walter  Butler,  of  Kilcash,  assumed  die 
title,  and  his  father  was  styled  1^  courtesy  viscount  Ttnlrlea; ' 
After  the  death  of  bis  father,  in  1619,  who  left  a  widow 
and  sevea  children  in  embarrassed  circumstances,  this  titier 
devolved  upon  him.  In  1620  be  was  sent  over  to  England 
by  his  mother,  and  educated  partly  at  a  school  at  Fiuchley^ 
HI  Middlesex,  but  king  James  claiming  the  wardship  of  him, 
he  was  put  under  the  tuition  of  archbbhop  Abbot,  who  in- 
stilled in  him  that  love  for  the  protestant  religion  which  be 
afterwards  displayed  on  so  many  oeeasiooa.  On  the  death 
of  king  James  be  was  taken  home  by  his  grandfather  tbe 
earl  of  Ormond;  and  in  1629  he  married  his  cousin,  lady 
Elizabeth  Preston^  a  match  which  terminated  some  di&- 
}>tttes  that  had  long  been  agitated  between  tbe  iiatmtliesi 
In  1630  he  purchased  a  troop  of  horse  in  Ireland,  and  tw<^ 
years<after  succ/eeded,  by  tbe  death  of  his  grandfother,  ta 
the  earldom  of  Ormond.  During  the  earl  of  Stralibrd*» 
Ticeroyalty  in  Ireland,  bis  talents  were  much  noticed  by 
that  nobleman,  who  pjpedtcted  bb  future  fame.  On  the 
commencement  of  the  rebellion  in  Ireland  in  1641,  hewas 
appointed- lieutenant-general  and  commander  in  chief  of  an 
army  of  only  SOOO  men,  but  with  tbis  inconnderable 
force,  and  a  few  additional  troops  raised  by  himself,  he 
resisted  the  progress  of  the  rebefe,  and  in  1642  dislodged  <i 
them  from  the  Naes  near  Dublin,  raised 'tbe  blockade  of 
Drogheda,  and  routed  them  at  Kilrush.  His  exertions, 
however,  being  impeded  by  the  jealoe^es  of  tbe  lords 
justices. and  of  the  lord  lieeienant,  the  king,  that  be  might 
act  without  controuh,  gave  him  an  independent  commission 
under  the  great  seal,  ami  created  him  marquis,  of  Ormond. 
In  1643  he  obtained  a  considerable  victory  with  a  very  in- 
ferior  force  over  tbe  rebels  under  tbe  command  of  tbe 
Irish  gieneral  Prestoo^  but  for  want  of  suitable  encourage- 
ment, he  4iyas  under  a  necessity  of  concluding  a  cessatioKi 
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of  tesUlidesy  feur  which  measure  .be  was  much  blained;  in' 
£oglaad.;  .though  he  availed  Umsdf  of  it  by  sending  over 
troops  to  the  asabtance  of  the  hiag,  who  wais  then  at  wat 
with  the  parliament  His  majesty^  however,  duly  appre- 
ciaitng  faissenrice^  appointed  bim  loi'd  lieutenant  of  Ire* 
lanfd,,  in  the  rbom  of  the  eari  of  Leicester^  iii  the  beginning' 
of  the  year  1644 ;  but  in  the  exerdscTof  this  office,  fie  had 
to  contend  bt)th>  with  the  rebdIious>  spirit  of  th^  old  Irish^ 
and  the  maohinations  of  the  £ngHsb  pirHament, ,  add  after 
maihtaiUing  an  unsoeoessful' itrhggle  for  three  years,  he 
was^  in^  164T,  obliged  ta  sign  atrbaty  with  th^  parliathent^s 
Gommissioaers,.'  aBwdk  to  come 'over  to  Enghind,  wher6  he 
\<iuled  oh  the  king  at  Hampton-cotirt,  andobtaiD^d  his 
iQaj^sty's  fail  approbation  of  »air  his  proceedings  ;  but  iti 
t^  liaaardous^  atate  of  public  aiiairs  he  thought  it  most 
prudent  to  provide  for  his  own  safety >  by  embarking  fot 
France.  ..••..'■.  /"    .;'-.?    . 

During  bis  short  residence  in  tfais'^  tountry,  he  carre*"^ 
spoaded  with  the  Irishrfor  the  pmrpose  of  inducing  them  to' 
epgage  in  the  royal  cause ;  and  having  engaged  lord  In* ' 
cluquin  to  receive  him  in  Munster,  be  taiided  at  Cork*,' 
after;  escaping  the* imminent  danger  of  shipwreck/in  1648^ 
add  ot»  his  .arrival,  adopted  measures  «<rhich^6rti  nm  a  little 
assisted  by.theabhbrrence  which  the  kh^^s  death  excited 
through  tfa^  country;  ahd  in  omseguence  of  thisftivottrable 
impression,  the  lord  lieutenant  caused' Charles  11.  to  h&  im« 
mediately  proclaimed.    But  Owen  O'Neite,  instigated  by 
the  pope's  nuncioy'  and-  supported  by  the  old  Irish,  raised 
obstacles  in  his  way/  which  he  determined  to' overddine  by 
tte  bold  enteiprise  of  attacking  the  city  of  Dublin^  then 
heW  for  the  Parliamient^by  governor  Jkmes.    This  enter- 
pli§^^  however,  failed^  with  v«ry  considerable  loss  on  the 
pirt  jof  the  marquis ;  and  soon  after  Cromwell  arrived  in 
I]:0laQd|  wd  having  storiAaed  Df)0gheda^  ^surrendered  it  to 
niilitary  execution^  thus*  strikiti^  teriw  ttito  the  Irish,  so 
that  they  beconnng-  dissatisfiedftwith'^the  lord  lieutenfant, 
aud  iosisting  on  hia  leaving  tiie  kingdom j  he  embarked  for 
France^  in  1650^  and  joined  the  esdled  family.'    in  order  to 
retrieve  his  afftiirs,   the  marohiotiess  went  over  to  Ire-** 
laod^  and  having  in  some  measure  aucceeded  in  exempting 
her.  own  estate  ftom  forfeiture,  she  remained  in  the  coun- 
try, and  never  saw  her  husband  till  after  the  restoriition. 
In  the  mean  while  the  marouis  was  employed  in  various 
<?<teimissions  in  behalf  of  the  Jung ;'  and  he  rendered  essen^ 
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tial  service  to  his  cause  by  rescuing  tbe  duke  of  Gloti-  ' 
cester  out  of  the  bands  of  tbe  queen«-motber,  and  prevent- 
Mig  her  severe  treatment  from  inducisig  bim  to  embrace  tlie 
Catholic  religion.     He  was  also  instrumental  in  detachiugf 
tbe  Irish  Catholic  regiments  from  ibe  service  of  France, 
one  of  which  be  was  appointetl  to  command,  and  in  ob- 
ta'ming  the  surrender  of  the  town  of   St   GbUan,   nesMT 
Brussels,  to  tbe  Spaniards.     Id  a  secret  ^embassy  to  Eng- 
land for  the  purpose  of  inquiring  into  tbe  actual  state  of 
tbe  royal  party^  be  bad  some  narrow  escapes  from  the  spies- 
of  Cromwell  ^  and  at  teogth,  when  Charles  IL  was  restored 
to  the  throne  of  his  ancestors,  tbe  Marquis  accompanied 
btm,  and  not  ouly  recovered  bis  large  estates  in  tbe  county 
of  Tipperary,   but  was  raised  to  tbe  dignity  of  duke  of 
Ormond,  and  officiated  as  lord  high  steward  of  England  at 
the  lung's  coronaAioii.      In  1662,  he  was  again  appointed 
lord  lieutenant,  and  had  considerable  success  in  reducing 
tbe  couHtl'y  to  a  stale  of  tranquillity;  and  he  promoted 
various  very  important  and  lastiog  improvements,,  particu- 
larly with  respect  to  the  growth  of  flax  and  manu&ctur^ 
of  linen*     His  attacbment  (o  earl  Clarendon,  however,  ia» 
volved  bim  in  tbe  odium  which  pursued  that  great  man  ; 
and.  notwithstanding  the  purity  of  bis  Conduct,   be  was 
deprived  of  his  government  by  tbe  machisations  of  tbe 
duke  of  Buckingham,  ia  1669;  but  in  the  same  year  be 
was  elected  to  the  offiice  of  chancellor  of  tbe  university  of 
Oxford.     In  1670  a  desperate  design  was  fonped  againsA 
him  by  csoloiiel  Blood,  whom  be  ha  j  imprisoned  i^n  Ireland 
on  account  of  hi^  having  engaged  in  a  plot  f(^  tbe  surptiaal 
of  Dublin  castTe.     Blood,  being  at  this  time  in  London, 
determiiked  to  seise  bid  person,,  m  his  return  from  an  en« 
tertainment  gii^en  in  tbe  city  to  the  Prince  of  Orange ;  and 
in  tbe  prosecu/tion  of  hiftpurpose,^  his  accomplices  dragged 
the  duke  out  of  bis  coacb,  and  placed  him  behind'  one  of 
them  who  wns  on  faorsel^ack,  ift  order  feo  convey  bim  to 
Tyburn,  and  execute  him.  gn  tbe  public  gallows  ^  or^  as 
others  say,  t^  t^ke  him  out  of  the  kingdom,  and  compel 
him  to  sign  cevtun  papers  reJiatbvg  to  a  forfeited  estate  of 
Blood.    The  duke  by  his  s^ntg^lea  threw  both  tbe  aaaa  and 
himself  from  the  horse,  aod  by  seasonable  assisitance  be 
w^  released  from  tbe  custody  of  these-  aiaaasins.    This 
daring  act  of  violence  exqited  the  king's  reseumneiil ;  biti 
Blood,  for  certskin  reaeK>n8,  having  been  tsken  ia4wi  favour, 
b^s  Majesty  re,<juest6^dthe  duke  to  forgive  the  insttU«    T# 
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which  message  he  replied,  *^  that  if  the  Icing  could  forgbe 
Blood  for  attempting  to  steal  his  crown,  he  might  easily 
forgive  bim  for  an  attempt  on  bis  life  ;  and  that  he  would 
obey  his  Majesty's  pleasure  without  inquiring  into  his  rea- 
sons/^  For  seven  years  the'  duke  was  neither  hi  farcrii: 
with  the  court  nor  efnployed  by  it;  but  at  length,  in  1 67t, 
he  was  surprised  by  a  message  annouticing  the  king's  in- 
tention to  Tisit  bijxi.  The  object  of  t^is  visit  was  to  dfs- 
close  bis  Majesty's  resolution  of  appointing  him  to  the 
lord  lieutenancy  of  Ireland ;  and  this  nesdiition  had  been 
.adopted  by  the  infloence  of  tl^  duke  of  York,  who  hstd 
reason  to  imagine,  that  the  ^^  cabal,'*  or  court  party,  pro- 
rposed  to  introduce  the  duke  of  Moumouth  into  this  high 
station  in  the  room  of  the  earl  of  Gssesr,  who  had  been  re- 
moved. In  order  to  counteract  this  plan,  tiie  duke  of  Tolic 
recommended  his  grace  of  Ormond  to  the  king,  as  the  moit 
iikely  person  to  engage  general  confidence,  and  to  unitJe 
'discordant  parties  in  both  countries.  On  this  the  duke  cdtr- 
sented,  and  upon  his  arrival  adopted  vigorous  measured  f<^r 
ilisarming  the  papists  and  maintaining  public  tranquillity^ ; 
and  though  he  did  not  escape  calumny,  the  king  determitl- 
ed  to  support  him  against  all  attempts  for  removing  hiiti, 
and  declared  with^an  oath,  ''  that  while  the  duke  of  CHr- 
mond  lived,  he  should  never  be  put  out  of  that  govern- 
ment." He  opposed  the  duke  only  in  thetneasure  of  call- 
ing a  paxliametit  in  Ireland  for  settling  affairs,  to  which 
the  king  would*  not  give  his  consent.  In  1682,  when  he 
came  over  to  England  to  acquaint  ttie  king  with  the  state 
of  his  government,  he  was  advanced  to  the  dignity  of  an 
English  dukedom ;  but,  notwithstanding  this  mark  of  ro}rsll 
favour,  he  bad  given  such  offence  by  his  importunity  with 
respect  to  an  Irish  parliament^  that  immediately  on  his 
return  he  was  apprised  of  an  intention  to  reihov^  him. 
Upon  the  accession  of  James,  the  duke  caused  him  to  be 
inroclaimed,  and  soon  after  resigned  his  office  and  came 
over  to  England.  Although  the  duke's  principles,  did 
not  suit  the  projects  of  the  ^ew  i'eign,  he ^ was  treated 
with  respect  by  the  king,  and  received  from  him  ihh 
honour  of  a  visit  whiUt  he  was  i^onfin^d  to  hi^  ch^m- 
ber  with  the  gout.  He  died  at  Kingston  4iatl,''in  D6^. 
aetshire,  July  21,  16^8,  in  the-se^^nt^^^eighth  year  of 
bis  age,  and  was  buried  in  Westminstelr*  abbey.  *-« 

He  was,  without  doubt,^  one  of  the  best  as  w^l^  as  the 
greate&t  men  of  his  time  )  'had  all  the  virtues  requisite  to 
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adorn  a  man  of  his  rank,  and  very  tew  foibles.  In  rennet 
to  bis  personal  accomplishments,  be  was .  exceeded  by 
none,'  ahd  equalled  but  by  few :  be  bad  the  look  and  air  of 
a  man  of  quality ;  a  very  graceful  and  easy  behaviour^ 
which  at  the  same  tima  was  full  of  dignity,  and  created 
i^pect  in  all  that  saw  bim.  He  spoke  extremely  Well^ 
both  in ,  private  conversation  and  upon  public  occasions^ 
and  expressed  himself  with  much  fficility  and  freedom. 
He  had  a  very  comprehensive  genius,  .so  that  there.. wece 
few  subjects  that  be  was  not  master  of  ^.  and  yet,  with  all 
his  parts  and  all  his  experience,  he  was  extremely  mo4«st. 
His  political  principles  were  entirely  agreeable  to  the  cfff$f 
atitution  : .  he  .was  loyal  to  his  prince  in  all  circumstance 
and  without  any  regard  to  consequences.  Be«und.ers]|;oo4  &b^ 
interest  of  the  nation,  and  pursued  it  steadily.  He  though 
that  th^  law  was  to  be  the  guide  of  sovereigns  as  well  as 
subjects,  and  therefore  Judged  it  his  duty  to  assert  it  upon 
all  occasions.  He  was  descended  from  a  very  noble  and 
fortunate  family,  and  was  himself  the  o^ost  fortunate  of  that 
family.  He  was  extremely  happy  in  domestic  concerns, 
.living  with  the  duchess  in  the  most  sincere  friendsbk),  ^A 
well  as  the  most  tender  affection  ;  refi;arding  her  dcatby 
which  happened  about  four  years  beiore  bis  own^.as  tl^ 
.greatest  oiisfortune  of  bis  life.  He  passed  through  a  long 
life  and  variety  of  fortunes  with  honour  and  reputation; 
was  esteemed  and  beloved  by  the  good  men  of  all  parties ; 
and  died  universally  regretted  J 

BUTLER  (Thomas),  earl  of  Ossory,  son  of  the  formef, 
was  born  in  the  castle  of  Kilkenny,  July  9,  1634.  He 
distinguished  himself  by  a  noble  bravery,  united  to  the 
^eatest  gentleness  and  modesty,  which  very  early  excit^ 
the  jealousy  of  Cromwell,  who  recommitted  him  to :  t^ 
Tower ;  where,  falling  ill  of  a  fever,  after  being  confin^ 
pear  eight  months^  he  was  discharged.  He  afterwards 
went  over  to  Flanders,  and  on  the  restoration  attended  the 
jkingto  England;  and  from  being appoii>ted  colonel x>ffqpt 
in  Ireland,  was  raised  to  the  rank  of  lieutenant-general  of 
th?  army  in  that  kingdom.  On  the  14th  of  September 
'l66$,  he  was  summoned  by  writ  to  the  English  bouse  of 
lords,  ^y,  the  title  of  lord  Butler,  of  Moore-park.  The 
(same  year,  being  at  Euston  in  Suffolk,  be  happened  to 
hear  the  firing  of  guns  at  sea^  in  the  famous  battle  with 
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the  Dutch  that;  began  the  l9t  of  June.  He  instantly  pre-r 
pared  to  go  on  board  the  fleet,  where  he  arrived  on  the 
3d. of  that  month;  and  bad  the  satisfaction  of  informing 
the  duke  of  Albemarle,  that  prince  Rupert  waa  hastening 
to  join  him.  He  had  his  share  in  the  gloriou«  actions  of 
that  and  the  succeeding  day.  His  reputation  was  much 
increased  by  his  behaviour  in  the  engagement  off  South* 
Wold  Bay.  In  1673  he  was  successively  mad#  rear-admiral 
bf  the  blue  atid  the  red  squadrons;  and  on  the  10th  of 
September,  the  same  year,  was  appointed  admiral  of  the 
whole  fleet,  during  the  abseuce  of  prince  Rupert.  In 
1677  he  commanded  the  English  troops  in  the  service  of 
tfie  prince  of  Orange;  and  at  the  battle  o^  Motis  contri* 
bpted  greatly  to  the  retreat  of  marshal  Luxemburg,  to 
tvhom  Lewis  XIY.  was  indebted  for  the  greatest  part  of  his 
miKtary  glory.  His.  speech,  addressed  t6  the  earl  of 
Shafc^esbury,  in  vindication  of  his  father,  was  universally 
admired:  it  even  confounded  that  intrepid  orator,  who 
was  in  the  senate  what  the  earl  of  Ossory  was  in  the  field*  , 
He  died  July  30,  1680,  aged  forty-six.  The  duke  of  Or- 
mond  his  father  said,  f ^  be  would  not  exchange  his  dead 
son' for  any  living  son  in  Christendom.''  *         * 

BUTLER  (John),  late  bishop  of  Hereford,  was  born  at 
Hamburgh,  probably  of  English  parents,  Dec.  1717.  In 
his  early  days  he  acted  as  private  tutor  in  the  family  of 
Mr.  Child  the  banker.  He  was  then  a  popular  preacher 
in  London,  and  possessed  of  sound  parts,  indefatigable 
industry,  a  good  figure,  and  agreeable  manners.  Being 
introduced  to  Mr.  Bilson  Legge,  he  assisted  that  gentle- 
-man  in  the  political  controversy  with  lord  Bute,  and  ren- 
dered him  farther  services  in  calculations  on  public  finance; 
It  was  probably  through  this  connection  that  l5r.  Hayter, 
bishop  of  London,  appointed  M,t  Butler  his  first  chaplain, 
who  obtained  also  the  living  of  Everley  in  Wiltshire, 
about  the  same  time^  On  the  recommendation  of  lord  On- 
slow,  he  was  constituted  one  of  the  king's  chaplains,  and 
obtained  a  prebend  in  Winchestei^cathedraf.  Commencing 
a  political  writer,  he  espoused  the  cause  of  lord  North  in 
all  the  measures  of  administration,  and  particularly  in  tb^t 
of  the  American  war,  which  he  endeavoured  to  jtistify  in 
several  pamphlets.  In  reward  of  these  servicers,  be  was 
made  archdeacon  of  Surrey,  and  procured  k  Lambeth  de« 
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gfW  of  D.  D.  iram  tli«  trchbisbdp  cf  Caneifburf.  Hit 
neirt  promotion  was  to  the  «ee  of  Oxford,  wiiieh  was  givea 
him  by  the  minister  (lord  North)  in  1777,  oft  fbe  ad- 
imeemeDt  of  Dr.  Lowth  to  the  bishoprick  of  London  ;  and 
the  living  of  Cuddesden  was  held  by  Dr.  Bntler  at  the 
same  time,  being  annexed  to  the  see  of  OKrord  ;  bat  dm 
preferment  was  rendered  locally  unpleasant  from  the  t;ir^ 
comstance  of  bis  not  having  been  regularly  graduated  at 
either  of  the  universities.  He,  bowever,  i<etatned  it  tiH 
176d,  when  be  was  advanced  to  the  bishopric  of  Hereford^ 
over  which  he  presided  until  his  death  at  bis  palace  at 
Hereford,  Dec.  10,  1802.  He  waa  twice  married.  His 
first  wife -was  the  mktress  of  a  boarding-school  in  WestM 
minster^  his  second,  tbe  sister  and  one  of  the  coheiresses 
of  sir  Charles  Vernon,  of  Famham  in  8uriey  ;  'buthe  bad 
issue  by  neither.  *  He  underwent  the  operation  of  litho^ 
tomy  ar tbe  age  of  sixty,  which  he  iovig  sUi^rived,  akhougfa 
in  his  latter  days  he  was  kept  alive  by  great  care  and  atxeii'^ 
tion.  Although  charitable  and  eiren  munificent  in  hisHf^-^ 
time,  he  left  a  very  eonsiderabie  forttme  to  his  executors 
and  friends.  /  He  was  an  eloquent^  pleasing,  and  imprea* 
sive  preacher,  always  from  sbort<4iaad  notes,  aild  very  dis« 
tinct  and  audible  in  his  deii very,  ^Ithougtrhis  voice  was 
weak. 

Dr.  Butler  puUished  some  occasional  sermons  and 
charges,  nearly  the  whole  of  which  be  collected  and  re* 
published  in  1801,  under  the  title  of  **  STelect  Sermons! 
to  <  which  are  added,  Two  Charges  to  tbe  Clergy  of  tiie 
Diocese,'*  Svo,  and  styles  them  ^^  posthumaos,^'  nor  did 
be  survive  tbe  publication  above  a  yean  He  assigns  as  a 
motive  for  preparing  this  volume  for  the  press,  that  ^  be^ 
9ng  permitted  to  survive  his  capacity  of  paying  due  atteA* 
tion  to  clerical  duty  as  a  preacher,  he  beeatne  weary  at 
h^  of  being  totally  uselois.*'  Of  bii»  politieal  tracts  it  may, 
perhaps,  be  difficult  to  procure  a  list,  as  they  were  puh*^ 
linhed  without  his  name.  Some  of  those  in  defence  of  lord 
Nprth's  measures  are  said  to  have  appeared  under  the  name 
Vvider,  If  Almon  may  be  credited,  his  first  publications, 
while  connected  with  the  whigs,  and  in  opposition  to  lord 
Bute,  were,  1.  "An  Answer  to  the  CoooafcTree  (a  pamphlet 
so  called),  from  a  Whig,"  176i.  3.  *<  A  consultation  on 
the  subject  of  a  Standing  Army,  held  at  the  King's  Anns 
tavern,  on  the  28th  of  February,  1763."  3.  "  Serious 
Consider^ions  on  tbo  Measures  of  the  present  Administr^- 
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tton,^'  I  e.  ibe  adminifitTailion  <if  lord  Bute.  4.  ^  Acet^miv 
of  the  Character  of  the  right  hon.  Henry  Bilson  Legge/"^ 
Ha  mtt^,  however,  hare  changed  his  sentimenti^wben  be 
afterwardft  supported  the  measures  oi  lord  NoiPtb^s  admi^ 
iiistration :  yet  we  frnd  hid  name  among  the  list  of  persona 
suspected  to  have  written  Juui^sHs  L^uers^  for  which  tbeve" 
teems,  in  hifr  case,  very  little  foundation.  ^ 

BUTLER  (Joseph))  a  prelate pf  the  most  distitiguishecl 
character  and  abilities,  was  bprn  at  Wantage  in  Berktshtre,- 
in  1 69:3.  His  father,  Mr.  Thomas  Butler,  who  wa»  a  re-* 
ptttable  ahopkeeper  in  that  town,  observing  in  bis  sort 
Joseph  an  ekcellent  genius  and  inclination  for  learnmg,* 
dete^min^  to  educatie  bfm  for  the  wnistry,  among  the 
prroVeAiaiit  dissenters  of  the  presbytman  detiominationr 
For'  this  purpose,  after  he  had  gone  through  a  propeif 
eontse  of  grammatical  literature,  at  the  free  grammar-* 
achool  of  his  native  place,  under  the  caVe  of  the  rev.  Ml*. 
Philip  Barton,  a  dergyman  of  the  church  of  Engtand^ 
he  was  sent  to  a.  diwenttng  academy,  then  kept  at  Glen* 
cester,  but  which  was  soon  afterwards  removed  to  Tewki^s* 
bury,  tbe  principal  t^tor  of  which  was  Mr.  Jdnes,  a  man  of 
uncommon  abilities  and  knowledge.  At  Tewkesbury,  Mr. 
Butler  made  an  extraordinary  progress  in  the  study  of  dt« 
trinity ;  of  which  he  gave  a  remarkable'proof  in  the  letters 
addressed  by  him,  whilst  be  resided  at  Tewkesbury,  to 
Dr.  Samuel  Clarke,  laying  before  him  tbe  doubts  that 
bad  arisen  in  bis  mind  concerning  the  conclusiveness  of 
some  arguments  m  the  doctor's  "  Demonstration  of  the 
Being  and  Attributes  of  GhA?^  Tbe  first  of  these  letters 
was  dated  November  the  4th,  1713;  and  tbe  sagacity  and 
depth  of  thought  displayed  in  it  immediately  excited  Dr.- 
Clarke's  particular  notice.  This  condescension  eocou* 
raged  Mr.  Butler  to  address  the  doctor  again  upon  tbe 
same  subject,  which,  likewise,  was  answered  by  him  ;  and 
the  correspondence  being  carried  on  in  three  other  letters,* 
the  whole  was  annexed  to  the  celebrated  treatise  before 
mentioned,  and  tbe  collection  has  been  retained  in  all  the 
subsequent  editions  of  that  work.  The  management  of 
this  correspondence  was  entrusted  by  Mr.  Butler  to  his^ 
friend  and  fellow-pupil  Mr.  Seeker,  who,  in  order  to; 
conceal  the  affair,  undertook  to  convey  the  letters  to  the 

1  Dunconabe't  Colieetiont  fior  the  Antiijnities  of  Hereford,  toI.  1.  4io,  tsat^'**^ 
43e»t  M«g.  JJCXII.  LXXai.  LXXV.  LXXVt— Alinou'»  Aueedotes*  voL  U 
p,  TO.^^^^Oddfali*!  Junius,  vol.1,  p.  U9.  /        ' 
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post-office  8t  Gloucester^  and  to  bring  back  Dr.  ClarkeV 
answent.  When  Mr.  Butler's  name  was  discovered  to  the 
doctor,  the  candour,  modesty,  and  good  sense  with  whictl 
be  had  written,  immediately  procured  him  bis  friendshifiw 
Our  young  student  was  not,  however,  during  his  con* 
tinuance  at  Tewkesbury,  solely  employed  in  metaphysical 
apecuhitions  and  inquiries.  Another  subject  of  his  serious 
eoDsideration  was,  the  propriety  of  his  becoming  a  dis- 
senting minister.  Accordingly,  he  entered  into  an  exa- 
mination of  the  principles  of  non*conformity ;  the  xesdh  of 
which  was,  such  a  dissatisfaction  with  them,  as  determined 
him  to  conform  to  the  established  church.  This  intention 
was  at  first  very  disagreeable  to  his  father,  who 'endea- 
voured to  divert  him  from  his  purpose  ;  and  with  that  view 
called  in  the  assistance  of  some  eminent  presbyterian  di^- 
^ines  ^  but  finding  his  son^s  resolution  to  be  fixed,  he  at 
length  suffered  him  to  be  removed  to  Oxford,  where  be 
was  admitted  a  commoner  of  Oriel  college,  on  the  1 7th  of 
March,  1714.*  At  what  time  he  took  orders  is  uncertain, 
but.it  must  have  been  soon  after  his  admission  at  Oxford, 
if  it  be  true,  as  is  asserted,  that  he  sometimes  assisted  Mr, 
Edward  Talbot  in  the  divine  service,  at  bis  living  of  Hen- 
dred  near. Wantage.  With  this  gentleman,  who  was  the 
second  son  of  Dr.  WiHiam  Talbo^  successively  bishop  of 
Oxford,  Salisbury,  zid  Durham,  Mr.  louder  formed  an 
intimate  friendship  at  Oriel  college,  which  laid  the  foun- 
dation of  all  bis  subsequent  preferments,  and  procured  for 
him  a  very  honourable  situation  when  he  was  only  twenty- 
six  j'ears  of  i&g'e.  In  1718,  i|(.the  recommendation  of  M^« 
Talbot  and  Dr.  Clarke,  he  was  appointed  by  sir  Joseph 
Jekyll  to  be  preacher  at  the  Rolls.  This  was  three  years 
before  he  bad  taken  any  degree  at  the  university,  where 
be  did  not  go  out  bachdor  of  law  till  the  loth  of  Jun^ 
1721,  which,  however,  was  as  soon  as  that  degfee  coul^ 
statutaUy  be  conferred  upon  him.  Mr.  Butler  cbntinue^ 
at  the  Rolls  till  1726,  in  the  beginning  of  which  year  he 
published,  in  one  volume  Svo,  <<  Fifteen  Sermons  preached 
at  that  Chapel.'*  In  the  mean  time,  by  thp  patronage  of 
Dr.  Talbot,  bishop  of  Durham,  to  whose  .notice  he  had 
been  reeommended  (together  with  Mr.  Benson  and  Mk\ 
Seeker)  by  Mr*  Edward  Talbot  on  his  death-bed,  our  au- 
thor had  1>een  presented  first  to  the  rectory  of  Haughton, 
near  Darlington,  in  1722,  and  afterwards  to  that  of  Stati- 
hope  in  the  same  diocese,  in  1725.    At  Haughto^  tberS 
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wa3  a  necessity  for  rebuildiog  a  great  part  of  the  parsonage- 

bouse>  and  Mr.  Butler  ^ad  neither  money  nor  talents  for 

tba(  work. ,  Mr.  Seeker,  therefore,    who  had  always  the 

ihtQrest  of  bis  friends  at  heart,  and  had  acquired  a  very, 

considerable  influence  with  bishop  Talbot,  persuaded  that 

prelate  to  give  Mr^  Butler,   in  exchange  for  Haughton^ 

tb^  rectory  of  Stanhope,  which  was  not  only  free,  from  anj 

such  incumbrance,  but  was  likewise  of  much  superior 

ovalue,  beiug  indeed  one  of  the  richest  parsonages  in  £ng<- 

lancif     Whilst  pur  author. coi^ tinned  preacher  at  the  RoUa 

jpbHpel,  be  divided  bis  time  between  bis  duty  in  town  aii4 

cbi^ntry ;  but  when  he  quitted  the  Rolls,  he  resided^  da« 

jring  seven  years,  whqlly  at  Stanhope,  in  the  consoientioui 

discharge  of  every  obligation  appertaining  to  a  good  parish 

priest.     This  retirement,  however,  was  too  solitary  for  hia 

disposition,  which  had  in  it  a  natural  cast  of  gloominess : 

imd  though  his  recluse  hours  were  by  no  means  lost  either 

to  private  improvement  or  public  utility,  ye(  he  felt  at 

times   very  painfully  the  want  of  that  select  society  of 

friends  to  which  he  had  been  acci^tomed,  and  which  could 

inspire  him  with  the  greatest  choar fulness.    Mr.  Seckei^ 

therefore,  who  knew  this,  was  extremely  anxious  to  draxr 

bim  out  into  a  more  active  and  ^  conspicuous  scene,  and 

omitted  no  opportunity  of  expressing  this  desipe  to.  such  as 

be  thought  capable  of  promoting  it«     Having  himself  been 

appointed  king's  chaplain  in  i732,  he  took  occasion,  in  a 

cpnversation   which  he  had  .the  honour  of  holding  with 

queen  Caroline,  to  mention  to  her  bis  friend  Mr,  Butler* 

The  queen  said  she  thought  be^  had  .been  dead.     Mr. 

Seeker  assured  her  he  was  not.     Yet  her  majesty  after-^ 

wards  astsied  archbishop  Blackburne  if  be  was  not  dead  t 

liis  answer  was,  ^'  No,  madam,  but  he  is  buried.'V    Mr* 

pecker,  continuing  his  purpose  of  end£tavouring  to  bring 

^is  friend  out  of  his  retirement,  fouud  means^  upon  Mr, 

Charles  Talbat's  being  made  lord  chancellor,  to  have  Mu 

Butler  recommended  to  him  for  hiscbaplaiiv    ^His  lord* 

ship  accepted  and  sent  for  him ;.  and  this  promotion  calling 

him  to  town,  be  took  Oxford  in  bis  waj^.and  was  admitted 

there  to  the  degree  of  doctor  of  law,  on  the  Sth  of  De^ 

cember,  1?S3.    The  lord  chancellor,  who  gave  him  also  ss 

prebend  in  the  church  of  Rochester,  had  consented  tha^ 

be  should  reside  at  his  parish  of  Stanhope  one  half  of  the! 

year. 

Dr.  Butler  being  thus  brought  back  into  the  worlds  his 
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jnerit  and  talents  soon  introduced  bim  to  particular  notice, 
and  {Mived  the  way  for  his  rising  lx>  those  high  dignities 
which  he  afterwards  enjoyed.  In  1736,  he  was  appointed 
clerk  of  the  cloai^  to  queen  Caroline ;  and,  in  the  same 
^ear^  be  presented  to  her  majesty  a  copy  of  his  celebrated 
jlreatise,  entitled  ''  The  Analogy  of  Religion,  natural  and 
reveaWdi  to  the  consiitutton  and  course  of  Nature."  His 
mttendanoe  upon  his  royal  mistress,  by  her  especial  eoin«- 
mand,  was  from  seren  to  nine  in  the  evening  every  day^; 
and  though  this  was  interrupted  by  her  death  in  1737,  yet 
be  had  been  so  effectually  recommended  by  her,  as  we)l 
as  by  the  late  lord  chancellor  Talbot,  to  his  majesty^s  ia^ 
vour^  that,  in  the  next  year,  be  was  raiis^  to  the  highest 
^der  of  the  church,  by  a  nomination  to  the  bishopric  of 
Bristol ;  tuf  which  see  be  was  consecrated  on  the  3d  of 
December,  1738*  King  George  II.  not  being  satisfied  with 
this  proof  of  his  regard  to  Dr.  Butler,  promoted  him,  in 
1740,  to  the  deanry  of  St.  Paul's  London  ;  into  which  he 
ivas  installed  on  the  24th  of  May  in  that  year,  and  finding 
the  demands  o^  this  dignity  to  be  incompatible  with  faii^ 
parish  duty  at  Stanhope,  he  immediately  resigned  that 
ridi  benefice.  .  Besides  oar  preUte^s  unremitted  attention 
lo  his  peculiar  obligations,  he  was  called  osi  to  preach  se«- 
veral  discourses  on  public  occasions,  which  were  afterwards 
separately  printed,  and  have  sinee  been  annexed  to  the 
later  editions  q£  the  Sermons  at  the  Rolls  chapel.  In  1746, 
itpoii  the  death  of  Dr.  Egerton,  bishop  of  Hereford,  Dr.  But* 
ler  was  made  clerk  of  the  doset  to  the  king ;  and  in  1750,  he 
l^eived  another  distinguished  mark  of  bis  mqe^y*6  favour, 
by  being  translated  to  the  see  of  Durham  on  the  1 6th  of  Oc*- 
lober  iu  that  year,  upon  the  decease  of  t>r.  Edward 
Chandlel*.  Our  prelate,  being  thus  appointed  to  preside 
over  a  diocese  with  which  he  had  long  been  connected^ 
delivered  his  first,  and  indeed  his  last  charge  to  bis-clergyi 
at  bis  primary  risitation  in  175t«  The  principal  Bubjeot 
of  it  wa^,  ^^  Externa^  Religion^'*  The  bishop  having  ob«« 
served,  with  deep  concern,,  the  great  and  growing  neglect 
0f  serious  piety  in  the  kingdom,  insisted  strongly  on  the 
usefulness  of  outward  forms  and  institntions,  in  fixing  i|nd 
preserving  a  sense  of  devotion  and  duty  in  the  minds  of 
asen.  lo  doing  this,  he  was  thought  by  several  persons  to 
speak  too  favourably  of  pafgan  itnd  popiab  ceremonies,  and 
to  countenance,  in  a  certain  degree,  the  cause  of  supers 
stitioh.    Under  .that  apprebemion^  an  ahle  and  ipimed 
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writer,    who  was  understood  to  be   a  clergynmn  of  the 
churt^  of  Eoglandi  published  in   1752,  a  pamphlet,  en* 
titled  ^'  A  senoii3  inquiry  into  the  use  and  importance  of 
External  Religion  :  occasioned  by  some  passages  in  the 
right  reverend  the  lord  biehop  of  Durham's  Charge  to  the 
Clergy  of  that  diocese;   humbly  addressed  to  his  lord« 
ship.'*  Many  persons,  however,  and,  we  believe,  the  greater 
part  of  the  clergy  of  the  diocese,  did  not  thiuk  our  prelate's 
charge  so  exceptionable  as  it  appeared  to  this   author. 
The  charge,  which  was  first  printed  at  Durham,  was  after- 
wards annexed  to  Dr.  Butler's  other  works,  by  Dn  Halifax* 
By  bis  promotion  to  the  see  of  Durham,  our  worthy  bishop 
was  furnished  with  ample  means  of  exerting  the  virtue  of 
chianty,  the  exercise  of  which  was  bis  highest  delight.   But 
this  gratification  he  did  not  long  enjoy.     He  had  been  but 
a  ^ort  time  seated  in  his  new  bishopric,  when  his  healik 
began  visibly  to  decline ;  and  having  been  comf^imeatedy 
during  his  indisposition,  upon  account  of  his  great  resigns*^ 
tioD  to  the  divine  will,  he  is  said  to  have  expressed  some 
regret,  that  he  should  be  taken  from  the  present  world  so 
aoou   after  he  had  been  rendered  capable  of  becooiiDg' 
much  more  useful  in  it.     In  his  last  illness,  he  was  carried. 
to  Bristol,  to  try  the  waters  of  that  place ;  but,  these  pcovr 
ing  ineffectual,  he  removed  to  Bath,  where,  being  past 
recovery,  he  died  on  the  !6th  of  June,  1752.     His  corpse 
was  conveyed  to  Bristol,  and  interred  in  the  cathedral 
ihere,  where  a  monument,  with  an  inscription,  is  erected 
to  his  memory.     Onk  the  greatness  of  bishop  Butler's  iiM 
tellectual  charactiey  we  need  riot  enlarge  ;  for  bis  profound 
IsnowLedge,  and  the  prodigious  strength  of  his  mind,  ar«r 
amply  displayed  in  his  incomparable  writings.     His  pietj 
wacs  of  the  most  serious  and  ferventr,  and  perhaps  somewhat 
of  the  ascetic  kind.     His  benevolence  was  warm,  generosts, 
and  diffoaive.     Whilst  he  was  bishop  of  Bristol,  he  ex.^ 
pended,  in  repairing  and  idsiproving  the  episcupai  palace, 
ft)ur  thousatnd  jiooiuls,  which  is  said  to  bave  been  noiv 
thmn  the  whole  revemie^  of  the  bishopric  «»oont«d  to<, 
daring  his  continuance  in  that  see. ,  Indeed  be  used  to  say 
Aat  the  deanery  of  St.  Paoirs  paid  tor  it     Besides  hia 
|)!rivaite  benefiactioiis,  be  was  a  contributor  to  the  IrtAramfj^ 
at  Bristol,,  and  a  snbscrii^er  to  three  ef  the  Hospitals  af 
London.     Hie  was,  likewise,  a  principal  pr^nnater,  tbeugb 
Bot  tbe  <firsit  founder,  of  the  Indrmary  at  Newcastle,  in 
^  Kwtbumhetdand.     In  supportijig  the  hospitality  aiHJl  dig« 
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nity  of  the  rich  and  povrerftil  diocese  of  Durfafttn^  he  war 
denroof  of  imitating  tbe  npirit  of  bit  patroB,  bishop  Taf- 
bot.    In  this  npititf  be  set  apart  tbrec  dsiys  every  week  for' 
tbe  reception  and  entertainmeet  of  the  principal  gentry  of 
Ae  country.     Nor  were  even  tbe  clergy  who  had  tbe'' 
poorest  benefices  neglected  by  him*     He  not  only  occa-' 
skwally  invited  them  to  dine  with  hhn,  bnt  condescended 
to  visit  tbem  at  their  respective  parishes.     By  his  wM,  be 
left  fire  hondred  pounds  to  tbe  society  for  propagating  tbe 
gospel  in  foreign  parts,  and  some  legacies  to  his  friendif 
and  domestics.     His  executor  was  his  cbaplaiAi  the^  rev. 
Dr.  Nathaniel  Forster,  a  divine  of  distinguished  lieeratorey 
who'  was  especially  charged  to  destroy  ail  his  manos^riptt 
sennoBSy   letters,  and  papers.     Bishop  Butler  was  nev^' 
married.     The  bishop's  disposition,  which  had  in  it  a  ha* 
toral  cast  of  gloominess,  was  supposed  to  give  a  tinctttre* 
to  his  devotion.     As  a  proof  of  this,  and  that  he  had  evenf" 
acquired  somewhat  of  a  superstittous  turn  of  mind,  it  waa 
alleged,  that  he  bad  put  a  cross  in  his  chapet  at  Bri^L 
The  cross  was  a  plain  piece  of  marble  inlaid.  This  circum- 
stance^  together  with  the  offence  which  some  persons  'had 
taken  at  his  diarge  delivered  at  Durham,  might  possibly  ' 
give  rise  to  a  calumny,  that,  almost  fifteen  years  after  fats 
death,  was  advanced  concerning  him,  in  an  obscure  and 
anonyiDOiis  pamphlet,  entitled  <*  The  Root  of  Protestant 
Errors  examined."    It  was  there  said,  that  our  prelate  died 
in  the  communion  of  the  church  of  Rome.     Of  this  absurd 
and  gnoaadless  charge,  we  shall  take  no  other  notice,  tbaa 
to  traosoribe  what  the  worthy  and  learned  Dr.  Porteus  baa 
written  concerning  it,  in  his  Life  of  Archbishop  Seeker. 
^  This  strange  slander,  founded  6n  the  weakest  pretencea' 
and  most  trivial  circumstances  that  can  be  imagined,  no 
one  waa  better  qualified  to  confute  than  the  archbishop  ;- 
aa  well  from  his  long  and  intimate  knowledge  of  bishop 
Butler,  as  from  the  information  given  him  at  the  time  by 
tboaa  who  attended  his  lordship  in  his  last  illness,  and 
were  with  him  when  he  died.    Accordingly,  by  an  article 
in  a  newspaper,  signed  Misopseudes,  his  grace  challenged 
tbe  author  of  that  pamphlet  to  produce  his  authority  for 
what  he  had  advanced ;  and  in  a  second  article  defended 
the  bishop  against  him ;  and  in  a  third  (all  with  the  same  ' 
signature)  confuted  another  writer,  who,  under  the  name 
of   ^  A  real  Protestant,*  still  maintained  that  ridiculous 
calumy.     His  antagonbts  were  effectually  subdued^  and 
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his  sDperiorUy  to  them  was  publicly  acknowledged  by  a  * 
sensible  and  candid  man,  who  signed  himself,  and  who 
r^ly  was  ^  A  dissenting  Minister.'  Surely,  it  is  a  very 
unwise  piece  of  policy,  in  those  wbo  profess  themselves 
enemies  to  poperyi  to  take  so  much  pains  to  bring  the 
mo^t  respectable  names  within  its  pale ;.  and  to  give  it  the 
merit  of  Jbaving  gained  over  those  who  were  the  brightest 
ornaments  and  firmest  supports  of  >the  protestant  cause.'' 
.  (lis  deep  leacning  and  comprehensive  mind  appear  suf- 
ficiently in  his  writings,  particularly  in  bis  work  entitled.' 
^  The  Analogy  of  Religion,"  in  praise  of  which  too  muchi 
cannot  be  said.  The  purity  x>f  the  inlentiotl,  the  force  of 
reasoning,  and  the  copiousness  of  iliustttation,  render  it 
one  of  the  greatest  perfortnancest  that  the  combinatioo  of 
virtue  with  intelligence  ever  gave  rise  to.  It  is^  hotvcfver^ 
occasionally  obscure  from  the  nature  of  the  subject^  at 
wcdl  as  from  the  extreme  pains  its  ingenious  author  took 
to  prevent  its  being  so;  the.  endeavouring  (as  he  used  to 
tell  a  friend  of  hi4)  to  answer,  as  he  went  along,'  etery  pos- 
sible objection  that  might  occur  to  any  one  against  any 
position  of  his  in  this  book  ^  so  that,  perhaps^  ^^  inopexn 
il\urn  copia  fecit.''  The  world  have  great  obligations  to 
the  bishop  of  St.  Asaph  (Dr.  Halifiix)  for  an  analysis  of  it^. 
which  ;nust  be  of  greafc  use  to  young  persons,  and  to  mea 
not  much  inured  t6  abstruse  reasoning.  It  has^  appended 
to  it,,  a  very  elegantly  written  account  of  his  life,  in  whidi 
hf  very  ably  defends  him  against  the  charge  of  popery 
above  mentioned.  In  the  volumes  of  sermons  publikied 
by  Butler  himself,  there  are  three  that  have  a  particular 
relation  to  his  larger  work.  These  are, analysed  by  .Dr. 
Halifax  in  his  account  of  bis  life  and  writings,  1786.  ^ 

.BUTLER  (Samuel),  a  .poet  of  a  very  singular  cast^mraa 
bgirn  at  Strensbam  in  Worcestershire^  and  btqytised  Feb. 
8,  16X2.  His  £ather^s  condition  is  variously  r^reseated. 
Wood  mentions  him /as  competently  wealthy;  but  the 
autbo,r  of  the  short  account  of  Butler,  prefixed  to  Hudibrasy : 
who,  Dr.  Johnson  erroneously  says,  was  Mr.  Longueville^ 
asserts  he  was  an, honest  farmer,  with  some  small  estate^  * 
who  made  a  shift  lo  educate  his  son  at  the  grammar-school 
of  Worcester,  under  Mr.  Henry  Bright,  from  whose  care 
he  removed  for  a  short  time  to  Cambridge ;  but,  for  want 
of  4noney,  was  never  made  a  member  of  any  college.  Wood 

'    '  *  Biog.  Brit.— Forbears  Life  of  Beattic-r-Txtler's  Life  of  Kames. 
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l09Mft  US  nuher  doubtful  wfaetbur  he  went  to  Ctmbri^gei^r 

Oxford ;  but  at  last  makes  Uid  pass  six  or  scneii  years  at 

Cambridge,  without  knowing  in  what  ball  or  college :  yet 

It  can  hardly  he  imagined  that  be  lived  so  long^  in  either 

university,  but  as  belonging  to  one  house  or  another ;  aitd 

it  is  still  leu  likely  that  be  could  have  so  long  inhabited  a 

]ilace  of  learning  with  so  little  distinction  as  lo  lea?^  hts 

residence  uncertain.      Dr.  Nash  has  discovered  that  bis 

father  was  owner  of  a  bouse  and  a  little  laud,  worth  about 

eight  pounds  a  year,  still  called  Butler'stenement.    Wood 

bad  his  infiormation  from  bis  brother,  whose  narrative  plac^ 

him  at  Cambridge,  in  opposition  to  that  of  his  neighbouiy, 

which  sent  him  to  Oxford.    The  brotber^s  seems  tb^  best 

authority,  till,  by  confessing  bis  inability  to  tell  bis. hall 

or  college,  he  gives  reason  to  suspect  that  he  was  reaolv^ 

to  bestow  on  him  an  academical  education,  but  durst  not 

same  a  college,  for  fear  of  detection.     Having,  however, 

discovered  ao   early   inclination  for  learning,  his  £itb^r 

placed  him  at  the  free-school  of  Worcester ;  whence  ^bw 

was  sent,  according  to  the  above  report,  for  some  time-  to 

Cambridge.     He  afterwards  returned  to  his  native  country, 

and  became  clerk  to  one  Mr.  Jefferys  of  Earl's  Crpomb»  an 

eminent  justice  of  the  peace  for  tb^t  coiintyi  witbwbom 

he  livted  some  years  io  an  easy  and  reputable  station^  Heine 

be  found  sufficient  leisure'to  apply  himsjslf  to  whatsoever 

learning  his  inclioations  led  him ;  which  was  chiefly  ht^ 

tory  aod  poetry ;  adding  to  these,  for  his  diversion,  imisie 

smd  painting*.     He  was  afterwards  recommended  to  tbm 

great  encourager  of  learning,  Elizabeth  countess  of  Kent^ 

in  whose  house  he  had  not  only  the  opportunity  of  eonsuH«> 

ing  all  kinds  of  books,  but  of  conversing  with  Mr.  SeldeQ, 

wbo  often  employed  him  to  write  letters  beyond  sea,  jmd 

translate  for  him.    He  lived  isome  time  also  with  sir  Samujel 

Luke,  a  gentleman  of  an  ancient  family  in  Bedfordsbk^ 

and  a  famous  commander  under  Oliver  Cromwell.     Whilst 

be  resided  in  this  gentleman's  family,  it  is  genemlly  sup«- 

posed  that  he  planned,  if  he  did  not  writCj  tlie  celebrated 

Hudibras ;  under  which  character  it  is  thought  he  intended 

*  The  afumrmous  author  of  his  life  nent  (^aintei*  of  that  ijfs^    Life.  p.  5. 
felts  ufl|  be  had  seen  some  picttures,  '  Some  pictures,  said  lo  be  hvB,  wem 

taid  lo  be  of  Bauer's  <lrawinf ,  in  Mr.  ahewn  to  Dr.  Nash,  at  £ar)*s  Craonib  ^ 

Jeflferyi's  family  n  1710.     His  eafly  but  wbea  b9  inquired  for  theai^Qiae 

inclii^atioD  to  that  noble  art  procured  years  afterwards,  he  found  them^  d^- 

him  afierwardf  tbe  Crieothdiip  of  Mr.  strofied,  to  step  wadostra^  and  'oirdl 

Samuel  Cooper,  one  of  the  mQat  emi-  that  they  hardly  deteived,|t  beller.iatf> 
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to  ridicnl0.ti;«it  knight    Aflher  the  restoration  of  €barIes,IL 
he  was  made  secretary  to  Richard  ^arl  of  Carburyi  loxi^ 
president  of  the,  principality  of  Wales,  livho  appointed  bipi 
steward  of  Ludlow-castle,  when, the  court  was  revived  there* 
In  this  part  of  his  Kfe,  he  married  Mrs.  I^ej:;l;>er|t,  a  gentle^ 
woman  of  a.  good  family ;  aqd  lived^  says  'Wood,  upon  her 
fortune,  having  studied  the  cpmin()n  law,  but  never  praq-^ 
tised  it     A  fortune  sh^  |iad,  says  bis  biographer,  but  it 
was  lost  by  bad  secuntie;s.    In  i|l63  was  published  the  firft 
part,  containing  three  cantos,  pf  the  poem  of  '^  fitudi^bras/* 
which,  as  Prior  relates,  was.  made  known  at  court  by  the 
taste  and  influ^ce  of  th^  earl  ofDorseti  and  when  kiiown^ 
-it  was  necessarily  admjured :  th^  king  quoted,  the. courtier^ 
studied,  and  the  whole  party  of  the  royalists  applauded  it^ 
Every  eyie  watched  for  the  golden  shower  .which  was  to  fall 
upon  t^e  author,  who  certainly  was  not  without  his  share 
.  in  the. general. expectation.     In  1664  the  second  part  ap- 
peared 'y  the  curiosity  of  the  nation  wa?  rekindled^  and  tb^ 
writer  was  again  praised  and  elated.     Bi^t  praise,  was  l^is 
•Mrhole  reward,     Clarenxlon,  says  Wood,  gave  him  reaspn 
to  hope  for  ^*  places,  and  employments  of  vaipe  and  credit;.? 
but  no  such  advantages  did  he  ever  obtain*     jt  is  reported, 
that  the  king  once  gave  him  300  guineas  ;  but  of  this  temr 
porary  bounty  we  iind  no  proof.     Wood  relates  that.be  was 
secretary  to  Viliiers  duke'  of  Buckingham,  when  he  wa^ 
fchancellor  of  Cambridge :  this  is  doubted  hy  the  other 
writer,  who  yet  allows  the  duke  to  have  been  his  frequent' 
benefactor.     That  both  these; accounts  are  false  there  i$ 
reason  to  suspect,  from  a  story  told  by  Pack,  in  hi^  account 
of  the  life  of  Wycherley,  and  from  some  verses  which  Mrl 
Thyer  has  publi^ed  in  the  author's  Remains.     "  Mr;  Wy- 
ic^erley,"  says  Pack,  "  had  always  laid  hold  Of  any  oppbr-f 
tunity  which  offered  of  representing  to  the  duke  of  Buckr 
injgham  how  well  Mr.  Butler  had  deserved  of  the  royal 
family,  by  writing  his  injln^itable;  .Hudibra3;.^nd  jthat'  i( 
was  a  repifoach  t!o  the  courts  that  a' person  of  bis  loyalty 
and  wit  should  suffer  in  obscurity,*  ^nd  linder^  th^  warits^htf 
did.    The  .tkike  always  seemed  to  hearken  to  him  witli 
attention  ef\otigh ;.  'and,  after  som^  t}me;  .undertook  to  re^ 
i:ommend  his.  pretensions. to.  his,  majesty    'Mn  Wycb^leyy 
in  hopes*  to' ke^p  blm  steayfy  tohi^  word,  obtain<fed  of  bis 
fcra<c^  to  nafp^  ,a  day^!  wheiji  he,  Bright  lptrpdut:^;,^^.,^lQ;l 
f|9st  and  .4iiif»rttinate  poet  «to  his  new/patront "  -A^loMimt 
appointment  was  made,  -aikl  the;'^l%  of 'tfte^i»^^'J|v!$d 
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^gfeed  to.be  the  Koebiick.  *  Mr.  Butler  afid  his  frieiKJatJ 
tcnde4  accordinglv':  the  duke  joined  them  ;  but,  asr  the 
d^vil  would  have  it,  the  doof  oV  the  room  where  they  sat 
-was  open,  and  bis  grace,  ^hor  had  seated  himi^elf  near  it, 
observing  a  pimp  of  his  acquaintance  (the  Crieature  too  was 
a  knight)  trip  by  with  a  bi*ace  of  ladies,  immediately  qilit- 
ted  his  engagement,  to  follow  an6tber  kind  of  bd'siness,  at 
ivhich  he  was  more  r^ady  thaii  in  doing  goott  offices^d 
inen  of  desert ';  though  no  one  W^s  beltfer  qualified  than 
he,  both  in  regatd  to  his  fortune  dhd  unddrstanding,^  to 
iprotect  them  ;  and,  from  that  rimfe  to'the  day  of  his  deith; 
poor  Butler  never  found  the  lealt  eflFect  df  his  pronflse*?** 
Such  is*th'e  story.  The  verses  are  Writtiert  with  a  degfee 
of  acrimony,  such  as  neglect  and  disappointment  might 
iiatui-ally  excite  ;  and  such  as  jt'woiild  be  hard  to  imagine 
Butlet  capable  of  expressing  against  a  man  whohadariy 
diaimVo  his  gratitiide.  I^crtwithstanding  this  discourac*r-k 
'  merit  aiid  neglect,  he  still  pibseciited  hi^  design;  aAd  in 
1^78  published  the  third  part,  which  still  leaves  thfe  pdehi 
imperfect  ind  abrupt.  How  mifch  uiore  he  origirialfyin-* 
tended,  or  with  what  events  the  action  was  to  be  cohcHic![ted,^ 
it  is'vain.  tat:qnjecture.  'Nor  can  it  be  thought  strange 
that  he  should  stop  here,  however  unexpectedly,  ^o  wHte 
without*  reward  is  sufficiently  uripleasirig.'  He  had  noW'airi 
rived  at  an  age  when  he  might  think  it  proj5er  to  be  in 
Jest  no  langdr,  and  perhaps  his  health  itoight  now  begih  to 
fail: '  He  died  Sept.  2*5,  16S0;  and  Mr.  Longueville,  hav- 
ing urisuccessfolly  solicited  a  subscription  for  liis  int^i> 
nient  in  Westminster  abbey,  biiried  him  'at  his  own  xx>H 

•  ^^.  AefiA^  fi^oiiviMs  of  a  good  pHfSc  .  .that  iima  bi;)|  tre^stvrar..  .  W^w, ]f«. 
fcpxn  Ippd.CUresn^OQj  but  tbey  w^r^  Laqguevjlle- brought,  this  .order,  ]Su(r 
neye^  ^cconipHsnecl.  Ko  one  wa8  more  ler,  calling  lo  mind  tbai  be  owed  tiiblre 
gen^TDiis  u>  him  than '  the  c^rl  t)f ;  Dor^  tbait  tbftt  stim  to  dtffe^ift  petfBoac^  'dto* 
t«tf .  lahoi  %f iil^,  hijms^f  aa  f xifJUnt.  sinqd  Mn  ijongu^^ill^  tp  pay^  |ftfay-t^ 
poet,  knew  how  to  set  a  just  value' iipqn  .  whole  gratuity,  which  that  gentfemaa 
fAe  mgtriioti8^erft)hnances-6r  otfim;'-' did  accordingty^  anil  B<it)er  did 'Ml 
8ild.H(aiire.tiA),  lie  qiM  Mo  t|iat  119^1  receive  a  sfaillini;  of  tha.kiiig't  hpi^^r 
'  bVn^*  MV!^  ^fK)iprt  t«$$ted  bt^  Hu^i-,  , ,  Tb.i^  f eenis  to  haye,been  the  ooly  court 
*  bre^s^f  It  soon  becaJhe  the  (Chief  ehtey-  favoiir  he  ever 'received  '''drangef 
tal^iMeiAofitbi'l^iiigyMrbo  tdlteirjplett.'tjwtoa  ioforved  b^ii0r,  'Pearee,  «rli6 
fiai^lF  «|Uftt^  it. Hb,  50iLVf|«^ioQw, •  Jl>  .,  lunmed  *f9r  h\»  autbt^riijr  Mr.  Lowo^iis 
is  «aid  his  nijy^dty  ordered  Butler  the  of  thcf  treasury,'  that'  Sutler  had  a 
ftilm'  bf  ^9«^0t  blit'^he  dfderl'b^hi^'^  yearfy  pettsiou  of  ifniHliidrdd  poMbda.* 
^Cfti€|i^  id  ievn!>a^'  aono^Iiody  ibtfvfgb.  .Tbia  ia.  coatr«d^«lad  ^jaii  triglKtMWi 
wbca.e  hands  it  passed:,  by  cuttiugoff  a^  "by  the  com^ifaints  of  Oldhanij'  .apdlnf 
cyphe*',^/^ fluted  it  to'  300/.'  It ^ssed  the  reproaches  bf  I^ytf*ti  ^ind-fOi 
dtf  ttw:i>A^s  ynitlioiitim^yihm  atUde   •  afmid  .witfc.Tunrfc  bejoaofinMNk'' ;  l4l 
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in  th^  cburGb-yard  of  Co;vent  Garden*  Dr.  Simon  Patrick 
res^l  the  service.,  About  sixty  years,  afterwards,  Mr.  Bar* 
ber,  a.printer^,.  lord  mayor  of  t^ondoii)  bestowed  on  him  a 
monament  in  Westminster  s^b^ey. 

After  his  death  were  published  three  small  volumes  of 
hi&  ppsthumoiis  wqrks,  a^id  lat^y,  two  volumes  more  have 
been  printed  by  Mr.  Thyer  of  .Manchester,  indubitably 
gepuine.  From  noqe  pf  these,  pieces  can  his  life  be  traced, 
.ojfhi^  character  discovered.  Some  verses,  in  the  last  col- 
lection,, shew  him  to  have. been  among  those  who  ridiculed 
the  institution  of  the. Royal  Society,  of  which  the  enemies 
were  fo^  &ome  time  very  numerous  and  very  acrimonious ; 
for  ^h^t  reason  it,  i.s  hard  to  conceive,  since  the  philoso*- 
pjhpr^.profejiised.not^to  advance  doctrines,  but  to  produce 
•factsi;  and  the  most  zealous  enemy  of  innovation  must  ad- 
mit the  gradual  progress  of  experience,  however  he  may 
'Opppse  hypothetical  temerity.  In  this  mist  of  obscurity- 
passed, the  life  of  Butler,^  a  man  .whose  nanae  can  only 
perish  with  his  language.,^  The  mode  and  place  of  his 
educa^iop  are  unknown ;  the  events  of  his  life  are  variously 
related;  apfl  all  that  can  be  told  with  certainty  is,  that  he 
was  poor.  >,  ,..     .       .  :         . 

•  ,  Iji). these  particulars  y^  have  chiefly  followed  the  account 
drawn  up  by  Dr.  Johnson  for  his  edition  of  the  English 
I^oets,  and  inust  refer  tp  the  same  for  that  eminent  critic*s 
masterly  dissertation  on  the  merit  of  Butler  as  a  poet.  In 
1744,  hr*  Qrejy  published  an  edition  of  Hudibras,  2  vols. 

.8yo,,witb  pla^^s  by  Hogarth,  and  notes  illustrative  of  those 
.^  passages /^ud  .allusions  which,  frpi^i  the  lapse  p{  time,  were 
becoming  obscure.  ^  This  \(mg  remained  the  standard  edi-> 
lion,  lentil  in  1794,  Dr.  Nash,  the.  historian  of  Worcester- 
^)iire,^piibli^ed  a  new  edition  in  2  vols.  4to,  and  one  of 
,n0fces^>abri4ged,  injproyed^  and  corrected  from  Dr.  Orey's 
.  edition ;-  with  an  inquiry  into  the  life  of  Butler,  coutaia- 
iugjj  however,  few  particulars  that  are  not  generally  known.* 
.-.BUTLER  (WiLLUM),  one  of  the  greatest  physician^, 
.and  most  capricious  humourists  of  his  time,  was  born  at 
Ipswich,;, abput  15'35,  and  educated  at  Clare-hall,  Cam- 
bridge, of  which  be  became  fellow.     He  afterwards  settled 
.at  Cajnbridge  'a3  a  pby^sjcian,  without  taking  a. medical 
degree.     His  sagacity  in  judging  .of  dji^stempers  was  very 
^g^'eat,,  an^^iis  method,  of  cpre,  was  some^in^es  as  extraor- 

*  ■ 

1  Biog,  Biosr. ^-Johnson's  Poets. — Gibber's  Lives,  &c. 
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dinaiy ;  he  wail  bold  and  singalar  in  his  pracfie«r>  and 
Ifae  oduity  of  hi»  mafmeni  gare  him  a  very  great  cbaraGter 
among  the  vulgary  who  conceived  that  he  must  possess  ex- 
traordinary abilities.  Mr.  Aobrey  informs  lis,  that  it  was 
usaal  for  bim  to  sit  among  the  boys,  at  St.  Mary^s  cburcb, 
in  Cilmbridge ;  and  '^at  when  he  was  s^nt  for  to  king 
James  at  Newmarket,  he  suddenly  turned  back  to  go  home, 
and  that  the  messenger  was  forced  to  drive  him  before  him. 
We  find  he  was  consulted  along  with  sir  Theodore  Mayer^pe 
and  others  in  the  sickness  whichiprored  fata(  to  prince 
Henry ;  and  it  is  said  that  at  the  first  sight  of  him,  ButW^r 
from  bis  cadaverous  look  made  an  un&voumble  prognesdic. 
The  reptitation  of  physic  was  very  low  in  England  before 
Butlei^s  time  ;  hypothetical  nonsense  was  reduc^  into 
system,  not  only  in  medicine,  but  also  in  other  arts  and 
sciences.  Many  diroll  stories  have  travelled  down  to  os,  of 
some  extraordinary  cnres  as  strangely  performed ;  for  these 
the  reader  is  ireferred  to  Winwood's  Meinortals,  vol.  UL 
Aichardi  Parkeri,  Sceletos  Canubrigiensis,  Fuller,  Pxix. 
^  Mayem.  p.  66 ;  and  Wood  in  bis  account  of  Francis 
Tresham,  esq.  He  died  Jan.  29,  1618,  aged  eight^iwo, 
and  lies  buried  in  St  Mary's  church,  in  Cambrid^,^  vfith 
an  elegant  and  pompous  epiMiph  over .  him.  \  He .  left  no 
writings  behind  him.  ^ 

BUTTER  (William),  M.  D.  a  native  of  Derbyshire,  or 
according  to  Mr.  Bosweil,  of  Sccftland,  was  born  in  1726. 
After  the  usual  school  education,  he  went  to  Edinburgh, 
where 'be  resided  about  seven  years,  and  during  bis^iiie- 
dical  course  of  study,  publiriied  *^  A  method  of  cure  for 
the  Stone,  chiefly  by  injections,**  1754,  12mo,  and  "  Qis- 
sertatio  de  frtgore  quatenus  morborutti  causa,**  l757,.^vo. 
In  1761  he  tbok  bis  degree  of  M.  D.  and  pubiisdied  ;f<»r 
his  inaugui*al  thesis,  **  Dissertatio  Medica  et  Chutirgfica 
de  Arteriotomia,**  a  subject  on  which  he  is  said  to  Mate 
fae!d  some  bold  opinions,  and  when  at  Edinburgh,  made 
an  attempt  publicly  to  open  the  carotid  artery  of  a  patient 
in  the  hospital,  but  after  making  the  first  incision,  the  pa-* 
t^ent  fainted,  and  die  operation,  which  he  intended  to  renew 
next  day,  was  prevented  by  the  interference  of  the.  ma- 
nagers of  the  hospital.  He  afterwards  practised  medicine^ 
for  several  years  at  Derby,  whence,  in  1778,  be  removed 
and  settled  in  London.     In  1773  he  published  a  treatise 

1  Graofer.— Fuller's  Worthies.^-Birch's  Life  of  Prinot  flsarf* 
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on  ^  kitik-cougb,  tbeiifme  be-  ginfe^  to  ihestuss^s  cpp^ 

vukiva,  or  whooping-cough^  :  lu  the.  cure  he  irelied  pnn^ 

elpally  on  the  efficacy  of  ^tbe  exyraoi  of  hemlock,,,  which 

he  Considered  as  a^peGa&c  in  the  co^iplAinu    Two  years 

after>  he  ga^e  an  accontit  of  .thai,  puerperad  fever,  as  it 

appeared  inDerbyshineand  some  of  the  adjafc^nt  counties, 

8vo;  411  l7Ba,  *<  A  Treatise  on  die;  Worm  Fever;"  in,L783, 

^* -Ao  ifrtproved  inetbod' of  opening. the. Temppral  Artery  ;'* 

and'in  1794^  a  treatise  oa  i;h6/ angina,  pectoris,  first  de- 

.scrllied  by  D^  Hebenden. ;   His  account  of  it,i^  pul^li^ed 

'in  Ithe  second  volume  o£  f^.  Medical  Trapsaptioos,"    by 

the  rroyal  coHeger  of  pfayslciaiis.:    DntButter  c^U^  it.,|he 

'dtaphrstgniatic  gout»  <apd  thinks  jt  geD^^allyt  eivahlev;  Iii 

*  'thefit  >he  give^  opiutti  with  aronaatics^  and  for  the  cufer  h/e 
.rec^mMends  pills,  with  aloes  and  soap,  to  keep  th^body 

'-  soluble^  These^  witb^teqaperance^  he  says,  will  usually 
""  sticdeed  in  putting  an  end  to  the/complaiiit.  .In  1801,  he 
*pubUihed^^>  A  Treatise  oa  the  Venereal  Rose,"  jij^  which 
lie'  c<>&siders  Tirulent  gonorrhea  ^ur< a  species  .of  erysipelas, 
ftnd  iresorts  to-  )m  favourite  ,heinlpck  for  a  cure.  He  died 
at  hk'hoiise'in  Lower  Grosvenor-* street,  March  2J,  180^. 
His 'pratliee  in  Lotidon.  was  piH  very  e^^tensive;, .  nor  had 
he:tbe  good'vfbrtune  to^  pvocure^  t^,  approbation  pf.hi^ 
brethren  to  his  writings.  Striving  ta  be  an  .inventory  he 
.  hecatide  n  nostrmn-^tnenger,  and  in .  his  Is^ter  idfiys  his 
manners  had  v^one  of  that  polish  wl&ioh  procures  respe^^^ 

BUXTON    (Jedediah),    au  extraordinary  calculator, 

wasI^G^ii^at  Elmeton^  xn*  Elmton^  a  small  yillagef.  iM>t  far 

froto  Cbesterfield,  •  in  Derbyshire.,    His  grandfather  John 

Buxton  was  vicair*of  Elmeton,   and  hjs    father  Vyilliam 

Buaeton  was' schoolmaster  in  the  same  parish.  .  We  oannpt 

' '^pi'^eisely  asceitain  the  year  in  which  Jededi^h .was  born; 

•'^•but  it  i«  probable  that  it  was'  in  1704  or,  17QS*    Notwith- 

'^miingthe  profession  of  bisiktfaer,  Jedediah's  education 

'«6*bi¥is'  to  have  been  totally  neglected,  for  he  was  never 

tMigtit  either  to  read  or  write..-   How  he  came  first. tp  know 

"    the  Relative  prop0rtious>  of  numbers,  their  denominations 

'    and  powers,  be. never  could  remember;  but  upon  these 

■'  bis'  Attention  was  constantly  riveted,  and  he  scarcely  took 

any  notice  of  estareal  6bJ0Cts,  except  with  respect  to 

'  their  numbers.    If  any  space  of  time = was.men^oried  belore 

,    <     >  Gent  Mag.   vol.  LXXV.r-*Eiiropeaii  Mag,<— New  Cstalogoe  of  LiTtng 

*  Eogltt)^  AaUM»s.««JMwelV8  Life  of  Jobosoa. 
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bim,  be  wotild  sbbir  after  say  that  it  contained  so  many 
minutes ;  and  if  any  distance,  be  would  assign  the  number 
of  hair  breadths  in  it,  even 'when  no  question  Was  asked 
him  by  the  company.'  His 'power  of  abstraction  was  so 
great,  that  no  noise'whatever  could  disturb  him,  and  when  ^ 
asked  any  question,  he  would  immediately  reply,  and  r6^ 
turn  to  his  calculation  without  any  confusion,  or  the'  loss 
of  more  time  than  the. answer  required.  A  person  who 
bad  heard  of  his  astonishing  performances,  meeting  with 
him  accidentally,  in  order  to  try  his  calculating  powers, 
proposed  to  him  the  following  question  :  In  a  body  whose 
three  sides  are  23,145,789  yards,  5,642,732  yards,  atid 
$4,965  yardsj.how  many  cubical  eighths  of  an  indh  ?  After 
once  naming  the  severalfigures  distinct!)',  One  after  the 
other,  in  order  to  assure  himself  of  the  several  dimensions, 
this  self-taught  calculator  fell  to  work  amidst  more  than' a 
hundred  of  his  fellow'labourers,  and  the  proposer  of  the 
question  leaving  him  for  about  five  hours,  returned 
and  found  Jedediah  ready  with  his  answer,  which  was 
exactly  right.     A  variety  of  questions,  too^  numerous  to 

•  be  here  inserted,  he  would  solve  in  very  little  time,  by 
the  mere  force   of  memory.      He  would    multiply  any 

'number  of  figures,  either  by  the  wliole  or  any  part  of 
them,  and  at  different  times,  and  store  up  the  various 

'  products  in  his  memory,  so  as  to  give  the  answers  severaL 
months  after.     He  would  work  at  several  questions  ;  fii'st 

•hegin  one  and  work  it  half  through  ;  then  another,  and  so 

•  on,  working  in  this  manner  six  or  eight  questions,  and 
would  either  a$  soon'  as  finished,  or  several  months  after, 
tell  the  result.  This  extraordinary  man  would  stride  over 
a  piece  of  land,  and  tell  the  contents  of  it  with  as  tnu'ch 
exactness  as  if  he  had  measui'ed  it  by  tbe  chain  ;  and^  in 
this  manner  he  nieasured  the  whole  lordship  of  Elmton,  of 

'  some  thousand  acres,  belonging  to  sir  John  Rhodes,  and 
brought  him  the  contents,  not  only  in  acres,  robds,  and 
peirches,  buf  m  square  inches,  and  after  this  reduced 
them  into  square  hair-breadths,  comjiuting  forty-eight  to 
each  side  of  the  inch,  which  produced  an  incomprehen- 
sible number. 

His  perpetual  application  to  flgoi^ft  prevented  him  from 
making  the  smallest  acquisition  in  arty  otber  braiK^  of 
knowledge ;  for,  beyond  mere  calculation,  his  ideas  were 

•  as  corifiried,  peibaps,  as  those  of  a  boy  at  ten  years  of  kge 
in  tbe  same  class  of  life.    Jhe  only  objects  of  Jededialrs 
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,f  !iriQ»U59 .^next.to  figures,.  w6re  the  king  atid.r/o^yal.faffiily,; 
Jind  bis  desiire  to  se^  them  was, 90  strong,  th^t  in  the  b^gin*. 
niog  of  springs  1754,  he;walked  up  to  Lpqdpnfpr  that  pur-, 
Ipose,.  bi)t  was  obliged  to  return  disappointed,  ^  bis  niajesty 
h%d.reaioved  tp  Kensiogtpn  Just  as  he  arrived  in  tovirn, 
Jle  w^s  bow.^ver  introduqed.to  tlie  royal  society,  whopi  be 
called  the  volk  of  the  sicijf  jcmrt^,  -.  Hq  was  likewise  takers 
to  see  the  tragedy  of  Richard  III.  at  Drury-lane,  and  it 
y^  expected  that  the  novelty  of  every  thii^  in  thi^  pl9.ce, 
together  with  the  splendot^r  of  ^the  surrounding  objecl;8, 
would  have  fixed  bim  in  astoni^bment,  or  that  bis  passions 
would  in  sopae  degree  have  beep  .roused  by  the  action  of 
the  perforoaersi,  even  if  he  did  not  fully  coipprebehd  the 
^dialogue.  Instead  of  this,  during  the; dances  :bis.atten* 
tion  was  engaged  in  reckoning  the  number  of  steps.  After 
a  fine  piece  of  music,  he  declared  that  the  innumerable 
spunds  produced  by  the  instruments  perplexed  him  be* 
yond  measure^  but  he  counted,  the  v^ords  uttered  by  Mr* 
Garrick.in  the  whole  course  of  the  entei;tainment,  and 
jaffirpoed  that  in  this  he  had  perfectly  succeeded-  He  lived 
to  about  seventy  years  of  age,  but  the  exact  time  of  his 
.death  we  .cannot  learn*  He.  was  married,  and  had  sqvetal 
children.* 

'    BUXTORF  (John),,  the  first  of  a  learned  fa^iily,  ,was 

born  at  Camen,  in  Westphalia,  in  15^4^  and  became  an 

eminent  Calvinist  divide,  and  professor  of  the  Hebrew  and 

CMldaic  langgages  at  Baail,  a  .situation  which  he  filled 

.with  .great  reputation  uetil  his  death,  in  16? 9..  .  During 

hh  Hebret^  studies,  be  availed  himself  of  the  ^^sistance 

of  the  ablest.  Jew9,  and  from  them  acquired,  a  fondness  for 

rabbinipal  l^^niug.     The  first  of  his  w<>rks  was  his  greiM^ 

.di^^ion^ry,   entitled  ^^  Lexicon  ChaldaK^um,  Talnmdicdm 

et.Rabbinicum,*'.  printed. at  Basil  in,  1639,  which  is  ab* 

.l>olutely  <iec0ss|iry.  for  understanding  the  Rabbins,  being 

.more  extensive  than,  th^t.of  R.  J)avid  of  pomis,  printed  ac 

Venice  in  1587.     He  wrpte  also  a  small   d'ctiopary  of 

.  Hebi^ew  and  Cbaldaic  words  in  the  Biblc»  which  is  very 

.methodical.     There  is  nothing  more  complete  .than  his 

.  ♦'  Treasury  of  the  Hebrew  Grammar,"  2  vols.  Iv.a    Jlp 

also  printed  a  great  Hebrew  Bible  at  Bapil,  in  16 1 8,  4  vol^* 

fol.  with  the  Rabbins,  the  Cbaldaic  paraphra.ses,  and  the 

}  Many  mof  MDC^kr  pyticulaoi  of  tbis  mun  may  l^e  feen  in  Gent  Mar. 
VoJ.  LI.  Ull.  and  UV. 
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Masfura,  after  the  manner  ef  tbe  geett  fikle  6f  VmImI 
but  father  Simon  thinks  to  incorrect^  -  To  thb  Bible  li 
commonly  added  the  Tiberias  oi  the  same  anther,  whioii 
is  a  commentary  upon  the  Maisiota;  where^he  ejiplaios  nt 
large  what  ^e  Rabbins^  thiak'of  iiv  and  ^poimds'  in.  Latin 
the  terms  of  the  Massora^ '  which  are  very  JASiievAL  He^ 
follows  rabbi  Elias  the  Levite,  in  bis  exposition' t»fi  these- 
termfs.  He  has  also  published  *^  SynagogaJndaiea^^V  16811^. 
SvOf  where  he  exposes  the  ceremonies  ef*tiie'Je«s;.>vvlncli^ 
though  it  abQUhdi  in  learningi  does  .not  greatly  shew  the 
judgment  of  ttiie  compiler,  who  insists  too  much. upon 
trifles,  merely  £[>r  the  sake  of  rendering  the  Jaws  rtdi«iiiM 
lous.  The  small  abridgment  of  Leo  of  Modenti  upoft  tfair 
subject,  translated  by.Sither  Simon,  is  far  better.  We 
have  besides  some  other  books  of  the  same-aiithor,  maMig^ 
which  is  his  ^^  KUiotheea  of  the  Rabbins/'  a*  curious 
i^rk;  but  there  have  been' since^  his.  time ja  great  many 
discoveries  made  in  that  part  of  leilrning^  They  m/ksk.  hiivea. 
mind  to  write  Hebrew,  may  ^ake  use  of  the  coUeotiea  of 
Hebrew  leiters,  vrhich  he  has. published  under  thetisleof 
<<  Institutie  £pistolaris  Hebraica,''  1629,  8vo.  He  com* 
piled  aIso»  ^^  Coeco/daatia^  Hebraicm,'*  published  t^hsr 
spn  in  1632,*.  .  o    .  *  • 

•  6UXT0RF  (John),  the  son  ^f  the  preeeding^'wos  bom 
Ht  Basil,  in  i  599,  and  became  professor  of  the  Oriental 
language  therci  with  no  leas  taste  itnd  skill  in  the  Hebrew 
and  the  Rabbins,  than  bis  father^  He  tmnslated  some 
Rabbinf^  and  aaK>Bg  otheiB,  the  -  ^^  Moreh  Nevbchiai'* » of 
A^aimonides,  and  the  book  entill^  Gosri«  He  also  wfciet 
upon  the  Hebrew,  Cbaldaic,  and  Syriae  gfafrimars^  -  'His 
Hebrew  Concordance  is  much  esteemed  $  and'  being  heir^ 
<of  his  fatbeir'&  opinion  as  wdl  as  Jewish  literature,  be  bii 
tli^eoded  the  antiquity  of  the  points  iind  vowels 'of.tfaei 
J|ebrew  i^est  against  LewbCapelltis,  in  a  book  entitled 
/^Tractatus  deptinctorum  vocalium  &  accentuumr  in' iibris 
V«ljeris  Teftamenti  Hebraieis  originei  antiquitate,  i&  0uc- 
tqrii^^^"!^  Basil,  1^48*  There  is  a  great  nuosber  ol  pas- 
5a|g^  c£  the  Rabbins  cited  in  this  book.  He*  has  also 
'writit^  another  book,  much  more  valuable,  against  the 
eritii^liies ?pf  the  said  LudovicHsGapellus,  with  this  title; 
^^  Ao^ticritioa'i  seutvindiciss  veritatis  Hebraicee  ^adversus 

>  MorerL7;^.Piot0i«U^Swdi  Oaomsfi.  w  MUet  Jki|eaMtis.^eioiuit'« 
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fjHBfa^ei  ^CapcS  cridcam^  qum  Tocat  sac^amyV-Bftsil; 
k6BS.  He  composed  several  dissertations  ypon  diflTerentr 
mailers.relacusg'.  to'  the  Jewi^  Kteratui«>  in  which'he  ex« 
eelled^  Aod.jdieddn  1664/  •         ^ 

. '  MaojTi  kJaimeck :  xDen,  who  acfamre  the  rabbiAical  exceK 
teice  a£:tfaese  two  great  men^  are  Qot  always  satisfied 
^fa  I  their'  judgment.     They  belie^re  these  authors  -too- 
WUtchled^  the  cHabbins ;  and'  tba«  Ca|>elluS)  though  not 
^t.'dtep  iH  Hebrew,  has  written  more  judicbusly  upoii 
fMs  aMigBm&Eit.t  JPhey  add,  thttt  the  strong  faney  which  a 
great  part  of  the  German  and  Geneva  divines  have  for  tho' 
Hebrew  poiutsj  proceeds  in  good  measure  frotn  the  regard 
dbe^  bad  for  tb6  two  Bustorfs,  wh«se  opinions  they  rm'^' 
piidtly  Mlowedk     Father  Simon  ba^  sphk^n^biftdltghtty 
qtf  them  :  ^'  The  two  Buxtorfs/'  says  he,  *'  who-  havie  got- 
much  reputation,  especially  among  the  Protestants,  have 
in-  most  of  •  their  works,  only  shewa  themselves  ei^tremely 
pr^udicedin  ftivou^of  the  Rabbins,'Witbottt  havitig  con**- 
^stilted  ai^  other  autbors.^'     But  Buxtorf  the  father  re«- 
cBived the  highest  encoimiums  from  all  the  learnt  of  his 
time.     In  particular,  Gerard  Vossiu^,  in  the  funeral  oi^- 
tkfi  fidiicbiieJmBde  for-Erpehiuff,  says^  that  ^^  Europe^had! 
not  a  more  knowing  and  learned  man,  nor  onev^hdwas- 
better  v«rsed  in  the  Rabbins,  atiditi' such  books  a:s'  related 
tO'  the  Tsdmiid^   thaii>  Buxtorfi'^ .  ^  Joseph  ScaKget*  goes* 
farther,  aad  says^  that  Buistbrf  ^  ought  to  be  tson^ideFed' 
iifttfae  master  of  the  Rabbins.     He  declares  him  to  be  the- 
xmly  BKui  whe  un^tefstcTod  the  Hebrew  laiignage  theroiughly;  * 
ADd'that-  uotwithstanditig'  his  grey 'b^ar^^  be- woujd  glad^  - 
be  bis  foholar^^'  wliieh  was  the  highest  com^Utii^nt'  that 
c^uld  beipaid- to  aoi  young  a  man  as  Bu^xtorf  then  wad. 
•Isaac-Cajiaisbon.  entertained  exactly  the  same'  opinion  of 
Um  as  Scaliger;  and  adds^  that  *^  there  is' a^  great  deal  of 
cbmknir^  and  an.  air  of  honesty,  which  runs  tbreugh  lAV 
his'^riiinga"'^  ":  .  ^-  "    .  » •  -:     ^       ■  ^-  «  - 

BUXTORF. (Jo^N  Jamss),  either  son  or  nephew  lathe 

pi^eoeding,  wtasiikeuvise  art  able -orientalist,  and  succeeded - 

.  ms  fiitfaer  in i  the ^pcofeasorship  on^  his*  death  in  t^G4,  anji 

died  ia.l704ir  .^  He.  made  various  transkfiieas  from;  (abbiili* 

•  cal -works,  4Uidiadd&l.  a^^supptement  to  the  ^^^  Btbli<Hheea 

Babbinica.''     Nfceroa  attribntes  to  him-tbe  '^  Ftorilegidm 

.    -  «  MQi^^7n<]>tct«^  pUt-rFreheri  Theatnim.-^Saxn  cyMtisit 
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Hebraicum/'  Basil,   1649^  8vo,  but  he. must  have  beei 
too  young  at  that  time  for  such  a  woik.  ^  , 

BUXTORF  (John),  nephew  of  the  second  Buxtov^ 
was  the  fourth  professor  of  Oriental  languages,  of  tba,t 
family,  who  occupied  that  post  iduring  a  whole  century. 
They  have  been  all  censured,  for  too  graatan  attachment 
to  Rabbinism,  to  the  accents  aud  voweUpoints  of  the  Ha^ 
brew  tongue.  This^BuKtorf  died  in  17^2^  leaving  trea- 
tises oti  the  Hebrew  language,  dissertations,  verses,  seir 
mons,  and  a  son  who  shewed  himself  worthy  of  bia  Jearued 
ancestors.' 

•  BY  AM'  (Henry),  D.D.  ajearned  preacher  and  logralist 
in  the  seventeeoth  century,  the  son  of  Lauretu:e  Byam, 
of  Luokbftm,  or  East  Luckham,  near  Dunster,  in  Somer- 
setsbire,  was  bom  there  Aug.  31,  1530,  and  in  Act  te^in 
1697,  was  entered  of  Exeter  college,  Oxford,,  where,  in 
1699,  be  was  elected  a  student  of  Christ-church.  In  both 
colleges  his  application  was  such  as. to, make  him  be  C0O«- 
sidered  as  one  of  the  greatest  ornaments  of  the  university  ; 
and  when  he  took  orders,  one  of  the  most  acute  and  emi* 
nent. preachers  of  the  age.  After  taking  the  degree  of 
•B.  D.  in  1612,  he  succeeded  bis  father  in  the.irectory.of 
Luckham,  and  a  Mr.  Fleet  in  that  of  Salwortby,  adjoining. 
In  1 63 1  he  became  a  prebendary  of  Exeter,  and  on  the 
meeting  of  parliament,  was  unanimously  chos^i  by  the 
clergy  o(  his'diocese,  to  be  their  clerk  in  convocation.  In 
the  begtnni^ig  of  the  rebellion  he  was  one  of  the  firstwho 
;were  appv^ei^ded  for  their  loyalty,  but  making  bis  escape^ 
joraed  the  ki««g  at  Oxford,  where  he  was,  with  others^ 
created  D.  D.  In  the  king's  cause  his  ^eal  and  that  of 
•bis  family  could  not.  fail  to  r^der  him  obnoxious.  He 
bad  not' only  assisted  in  raising  men  and  horse  fox  his  ma- 
jesty, but  pf<< bis  .five  SOBS,,  four  were  captains  in  the 
'army*  His  .estate,  therefore^  both  clerical  and  private, 
was  exposed  to  the. usual  confiscations;  and  to  add  to, bis 
'bufferings,  his  .wife  and  daughter,  in  endeavouring  to,  es- 
icape  to  Wales « by  sea»  were  both  drowned.  When  the 
>|Mnn0e  Charles,  siterwards  Charles  XL  fled  from  England, 
•Dn  Byam  accompanied  him  first,  to  the  island: of  ScilFy, 
^«f^rwai«da  to  that  of/  Jersey,  inhere  be  officiated  as  chap- 

1  Diet.  Ht8t.«*-Saxii  ODomast.  The  relatiooship  of  the  two  last  Bnxtorfs  it 
yariousluj^^  ,io  our  authorities. 

•  Mofent—Dlct.  l!is£.--i*'felieri  Theattum.— SaxH  thibmatt.  ^  the  pre^ 
Hut  to  Taylor's  Hebrew  Concordasce,  vol.  1.  i'756^  fol. 
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lain"^  uritil  the' garrison  was  taken  by  tbe'  parKtlmefitafy 
forces.  He.  contrived  afterwards- to  live  in  6b§burity  uhtil 
the  restoratton,  when  he  was  made  canon  of  Exeter,  and 
prebendary  of  Welte,  but  we  do  not  find  that  his  services 
were  rewarded  by  any  higher  preferment.  *  He  died  June 
16,  1669,  and  was  buried  in  the  chancel  of  the  church  at 
Luckham,  where  a  monument  with  an  inscription  by  Dr. 
Hamnet  Ward  was  erected  to  his  memory.  His  worktf 
were  :  **  Thirteen  Sermons,  mdst  of  them  preached  before 
his  majesty  Charles  11.  in  his  exile,"  Lend;  1675,  Hyo\ 
These  were  published  after  his  death  by  Hamnet  Wafdj 
'M.  D.  vicar  of  Sturminster-Newton-Castle,  in*  Ijorsetshire^ 
with  ^ome  account  of  the  author.  Dr;  Byam  was  the  far 
<her  of  the  governor  alluded'  to  in  'Southern's  play  of 
Oroonoko,  whom  the  profligate  Mrs.  Behn  endeavoured  to 
stigmatize  from  private  pique.*  ' 

BYFIELD  (Nicholas),  a  puritan  divine  of  considerable 
eminence  in  the  beginning  of  the  seventeenth  century, 
was.  the  son  of  Richard  Byfteld,  minister  of  Stratford-upon- 
Avon,  and  was  born  in  Warwickshire  about  the  year  1579-. 
He  became  a  servitor  of  Exeter  college,  Oxford,  in  Lent 
term  1596,    and  remained  at  the  universiily .  upwards  of 
sfour  years,  but  left  it  without  taking  a  degree.     He  was 
admitted,  however,  into  holy  Orders,  and  was  soon  .after 
invited  to  be  pastor  of  St.  Peter's  church,  Chester,  which 
he  gladly  accepted,  and  continned  there  for  several  years, 
'*  much  followed  and  admired,"  says  Wood,  **  by  the  pre- 
cise party,  who  esteemed  his  preaching  profitable,  and  his 
life  pious.'*     He  was  a  strict  oliserver  of  Sunday,  on  which 
subject  he  preached  and  wrote,  and  this  involved  him  in 
a  controversy,    particularly  with  Edward  Brerewood  the 
'  mathematicinh.     (See  BrereWood.)     The  observation  of 
the  Sabbath  was  at  this  time  a  subject  of  much  contro- 
versy, and  many  pamphlets  were  written   on   both  sides^ 
with  the  warmth  natural  at  a  period  of  increasing  religious 
dissension'.     From  Chester  Mr.  By  field  removed,  in  16 15^ 
to  the  vicarage  of  Isleworth,    where  he  died  in   1622, 
leaving  behind  him  an  excellent  character  for  learning, 
b*uccess  in  hid  ministry,  and  a  pious  and  peaceable  dispo* 
sition.     He  was  the  author  of  many  popular  works,  which 
.  ^re  ^numer^^ted  by  Wood.     Of  these,  bis  "  Commentatry 

I  Atb.  Ox.  ▼ol.  II.— Walker'frSuflEernnSsof  tkeaergy*  p.  29.«^PrivaUCQ«|• 
fnanicalMW  frotn  a  d^sce^d^t. 
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on 'the  First  Epistte  of  St  Peter,*'    16W,  fol'$nd  <«on 
Cofossiansy"  1628,  fbl*  are  held  in  the  btghest  estimatimi, 

'  and  confirm  the  character  which  Wood«  stciniewhat 'reluc- 
tantly, gives  of  him.  Dr.  Gouge,  of  Blackfriars,  who  drew 
tip  an  account  of  bh  death,  inforois  tia  that  on  -bis  body 
being  opened/ a  stone  was  taken  out  of  his  bladder  that 

'  Weighed  thirty-three  ounces ;  and  was  iii  length  and 
breadth  about  thirteen  inches,  and  iK>)id,  like  a  ftot.  A 
print  of  him  was  published  by  Richardson,  in  1790^  ^mfh 
an  account  of  this  very  remarkable  ctise.  Tlie  noted  Ado- 
niram  Byfield,  a  zealous  adherent  to  the  cemmonweakh 
revolution,  was  his  soti ;'  and   Richard   Byfteld,  andtUer 

'  ejected  fion-eonformist,  was  his  half  brother ;  hut  ueietoer 
bad '  bis  kneek,  loyal,  and  submissive  sfMrit.  AdotoirsQi 
is  one  of  the  few  persons  who  have  been,  by  name,  stig- 
matized by  Butler  in  his  ^^  Hudibras.^*  He  wasthefotiier 
9f  Dr.  Byfield,  the  noted  Sal  volatile  doetor,  who  iafcia 
epitaph  is  said  to  be^"Uia  votatSii  tfthdemjb<ii%''*    ' 

BYNG  (George),  lord  vilicount  Torrington,  an  emiiteot 
naval  officer,  was  descended  from  a  family  long  seatediu 
Kent,  his  direct  ancestor  Robert  Byrig,  of  Wroftbamr  in 
that  <iounty,  being  high  sheriff  of  it-  in  the  Sith  year  of 
4ueen'  Elizabeth ;  'and  he was^  the  eldest  son^  John  Byog> 
esq.'by  Philadelphia,  daughter  of  Mr.  Johnson,  bf  Loans, 
Surrey.  Hewasbord  in  1668,  and  went  a  volunteer  to 
sea  in  1 678,  at  tJie  age  of  fifteen,  with  the  king^s  letter* 

fiven  bini  on  the  recommendation  of  the  duke  of  York, 
n  !68l  he  quitted  the  sea- service  upon  the  i^nritatioh  of 
general  Kifk,  governor  of  Tangier,  and  served  as  a  cadet  iu 
the  grenadiers  of  that  garrison ;  nntiVon  a  vacaNcy,  wliich 
1^6on  happened,  the  general  made  him  .ensign '  of  his  ^Km 
eompiELny ;  and  soon  after  a  lieutenant  In  1684^  after  4ie 
demolition  of  Tangier, '  lord  Dartmouth,  general  of  tls^iea 
and  land  forces,  appointed  him  lieutenant  of  theOxfof^lj 
from  which  time  he  constantly  kept  to  the  aea^serviee^  r^-* 
mftining  likewise  art  oflScer  in  the  turmy  several  ywrs  after. 
Tn  1 685  he  went  Tietttenant  of  his  majesty's  ship  the  Pbcefiis 
to  the  Blast  Indits^  '^ere;  engaging  and  boarding  »  Zin- 
ganian  pif^tei  who' maintained  a  desperate  fight)  adostof 

'  •«*Tlii09Sayt<3lhmrBqek,wa«aQoile9f  the  midthipitteo  of  tb«  presest  di/* 

aotering  into  tbe  «enrice»  th'sogh  lately  This    class   of   yooag   officers   «^ 

4ftusedy  which  entiUed  the  person  who  origioaliy   called     the    kiag's   k^' 

^fbHettediito  aratih«q«alCirftlMt0f  boyt. 

If  Atb.  Ok.  vol  l.^W«d>«Xi]wtbf  theGrethaorProfeMors.^Fttller'*^^'' 
thief  .o-^Pfti  to  his  Coamcatary  on  St.  Peter.«»»JLytOD8*s  £riviroiis»  toI.  Ill* 
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those  whd  enteref}  with  }am  wete  kill^/ 1^9»8elf  mijKsk 
wounded,  mid  the  piriUe  siaking,  be  wai  taken  out  o£  the 
sea  with  scarce  any  remains  oif  iif;e.     In  1688,  being  fiifat 
lieuteliant  to  sir  John  Ashby,   in  the  fleet  coonhanded  by 
lord  Dartmouth,  fitted  out  to  oppose  the  designs  of  the 
prince  of  Orange,  be  was  in  aparticalar  maniter  intrusted 
and  employed  in  the  measures  then  carrying  oa  amongst 
the  most  considerable  officers  oC  the'  fleet  in  favour  of  that 
:;  prince ;  and  was  the  person  confided  in  by  them  to  carry 
their  secret  assurances  of  obedience  to  hi^  highness,  to 
whom  he  was  privately  introduced,  at  Sherburn,  by  admiral 
.  Russel,  afterwards  earl  of  Orford^     After  his  return  to  iUe^ 
i^fleet,  lord  Dartmouth  sent  him  with  capt.  Ayhner,  and 
eapt.  Hastings,  to  carry  a  message  of  submission  ^tq  the 
prince  at  Windsor;  and  made  him  cap'taib  of  the  Constant 
'Warwick,  a  ship  of  the  fofiirth  rate.     In  1690  he  com- 
manded* the  Hope,    a  third  rate,  acid  was  second  to  sir 
George  Rooke,  in  the  batde  off  Beachv  head.    In  the  years 
.1691  and  1692,  be  was  captain  of  the  Royal  Oak,  and 
served  under  admiral  Russel,  who  commanded  in  chief  thfiir 
/JVfajesty's  fleet.     In  1693, 'that  great  officer  distinguished 
htm  in  a  particular  manner,  by  promoting  him  to  the  rairk 
..of  his  flr^t  captain ;  in  which  statibn  he  served  in.  1694  and 
^1695  *in  the' Mediterranean^  where  the  desigfis   of  the 
French  against  Barcelona  wefe  prevented :  and  also  the 
next  year,   1696^  in  the  Obaunel,  to  oppose  the  intended 
/invasion  of  kii^g  James  with  a  French  army  from  the  coast 
of  France  ;  which,  upon  the  appearance  of  the^  fle^t,  ites 
laid  aside.     In  1702,  upon  the  breaking  out  of  the,  war,  he 
^accepted  of  the  command  of  the  Nassau,  a  third  rate,  a^d 
was  at  the  taking  and  burning  of  the  French  and  Spanish 
fleets  at  Vigo.     The  year  fbllowing  he  was  made  refir- 
admiral  of  the  red,  and  served  in  the  fleet  cbmmaiidedby 
air  Gloudesley  Shovel,    in  tbe  Mediterranean  ;>  who  de- 
tached him  with  a  squadron  to  Algiers,  wbc^re  h^  renewed 
and  improved  our  treaties  with  that  governmeiit.     In  1704 
he  served  in  the  grand  fleet  in  the  Mediterraii^an,  a]iid 
commanded  the  squadron  that  attacked  and  cannonaded 
'Gibraltar;  and,  by  landing  the  seamen^  whose  valour 'was 
very  remarkably  displayed  on  this  occasion, '  the  town' was 
taken.     He  was  in  the  battle  of  Malaga^  whiohlaHewed 
soon  after,  and,  for  his  behaviour  in  that  attton;  <  fettd  "riie 
honour  of  knighthood  conferred  on '  him  by  bis  Miyesty* 
In  the  winter  oi  thisr  year  he*  was  sen$  «mt  wi;th  a  squadron 
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<toi*oruite  against  the  Frenoii^  whi«h  be  .did  wkh  gi^al. 
ftiKC6s%  takiog  about  Uventy  of  tbeir  largest  privateers  i^ 
about  two  qiODths  time^  witk  the  Thetis,  a  French  man  of 
war  of  •  &f^  guns.  In.  110$  he  waa  nia4e  viqe-a^miral  of 
the  blue :  aod  upon  the  eleclioQ  (^  a  neiv^pii^liainettt,  wat» 
returned  burgess  for  PlyHu>uith,  which  place  h^^  r^reseated 
in  every  succeeding  pariiamcot  to  the  year  •  172  ^^  wb^a  h& 
was  advanced  to  the  peerage.  . 

During  thesummer  of  1705,  be  coromauded  inc^fa 
ssquadroo  in  the  chaooel,  and  blocked  up  the  French  fleet 
lin.  Brest,  with  a  much  inferior  strength.     In  1706,  luAg 
Charles  of  Spain,  the  late  emperor,  being  closely  beseiged 
da:Barcelooa,  by  sea  and  land,  by  the  duke  of  Arypu^  and 
.the  place  reduced  to  great  exireoiity,  and  our.  fleet  in  the 
Mediterranean,  being  too  weak  to  relieve  it,  sir  George 
•  Byng  was  appointed  to  comiDand  a  strong  squadron  fittii^ 
out  in  England ;  in  the  baateniog  of  which  service,  he  used 
.'Sttch  diligence  and  iaotivi^i  and  joined  our  fleet  yfith  ws^V 
unexpected  dispatch,  thai  the  saving  of  that  city  was  en- 
tirely owing  to  it«    He  assisted  at  the  othec  enterprizes  of 
.that  campaign,  and  commanded  the  ^hips  detached  for  the 
.reduction  of  Carthagena  aiid  Alicant,  which  .he  ^ccQmr 
.piisbed*     In.  1 707  be  served  in  the  second  ppst  japder  Sir 
•Gloudesley  Shovel,  at  the  s^ige  of  Toulop  :.  and  the  year 
ibllowiiig  wss'iDade  admiral  of  the  blue,  and  commauded 
the  squadron  .which  was  fitted  out  to  oppose  the  invasion 
designed  against  Scotland  by  the  pretender  with  a  Frepcb 
ajony  from  Dunkirk ;  which  he  fortunately  prevented,  by 
arrivingoff  the  Frith  of  Edinburgh  before  their  troops  could 
tlatul^  and  obliged  them  to  betake  themselves  to  flight.   On 
Jiis  return  from,  this  expedition,  he  was  offered  by  the  quee^ 
the  place  of  one  of  the  prince  pf  Denmark^s  council  iu.the 
admiralty,  whiobhethen  declined.     He  continued  to  com^ 
mbnd  all  that  summer  ia  the  channel,  and  upon  the  ma- 
nage of  the  queen  of  Portugal,  had  the  honour  of  con- 
ducting her  majesty  to  Lisbon,  where  a  commission  was 
sent  to  him<  to  be.  admiral  of  the  white.     In  170P  he  com- 
manded in  chief  her  majesty's  fleet  in  the  Mediterranean ; 
end,  after  his  jreiuru  •  to .  England,,  was  made  one  of  ibe 
cemoussioner^  of  Jtbe  admiralty,,  and  continued  so, till  some 
time  before  the  queen*s  death ;  wheii,  not  falli^  in  with 
■the  measures  «f  the  court,  be  was  removed,  but  upon  the 
rfonof  George  I^  be.was  restored  .to  that  station. 
In  171  j»,  upoaU^e  breaking  out  of.  the  rebellion  .which 
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was  sit  first'  secretly  supporled  witb  ara>6  apd  warlik(9  stcyres 
from  France,  -  be  was  appointed  to  oomoiand  a  squadron, 
with  which  be  kept  ^uch  a  watcbfoi  Qy6>a][ong  the  French 
coast,  by  examining  ships  even  in  th^ir  gpiocts,  ^iiidobtaiQ*^ 
ing  orders  firetn  the  court  of  France^JOiipat  on  .shore  at 
Havre  de  Grace-  great  qua^itities  of  arnns  and.aDomunitloa 
shipped  diere  for  the.  preteader^s  service.)  that,  in  rewaird 
for  his  services,  the  king  on  Nov.  15,  1715,  created  him.a 
baronet,  and  gave  him  a  rinig  of  giieat  valjne,  aiid  other 
mafks  of  his  royal  favfur.  In  17 17,  upon  i^  disooirery  of 
some  secret  practices  of  the  <  ministers  «of  Sw^edeil  against 
this  kingdom,  he  was  sept  with  <a  aquadpolu  antjo/the  B^Uic^ 
and  prevented  the  Swedes,  appealing  .at  se^a.  Ia.l7l'&bQ 
was  made  admiral  and  commander  in  qhief  of  the>Qee^and 
being  sent  with  a  squadron  into  the, Mediterranean  £qi:  the 
prdtection  of  Italy,  according  ta  the- obligation  £ng]aaid 
wasiunder  by  treaty,  against  tbeiavasipn'of;  the  Spaniards^ 
who  had  the.  year  before  •  surpuz^  Saxidw^  uod^l^ad  tbii 
yearr  landed  an  army  in^Sie^y,  be  ga^ve  a  <  total  defeat  to 
their. fle^tinear  Messina c>tov  which ^abct^>n  b^  washoooare4 
wilh  a  letter  from  tlie  king^  ^written  with  his:  qwn  hand^  aiMl 
received  congratulatory  letters  rfipoi'  ttie^  .emperor  aad  tb^ 
kingtof  Saardinia;  utid  was  further •hoooiur.^d  by. his  imfi^n 
rial  mi^esty  witb  his  picture  ^et'indiamonds,  Heremained 
for  some  .time  in  tb^^ste  seas^  for>  composing,  and  adju&ting 
the  difFerences  between  tbe  several  powers  oooceroed,  be-t 
ing  vested  with  the  character  of  plenipotentiary  to  all  tbe 
princes  (}f  Italy ;  and  th&it  year  and  the  next  he  supported 
the  Gernoan  anhsin  their. expedition. to  Sicily;  and< enabled 
them,  by  bis. assistance^  to  subdue  the  greatest  p^rt  of  that 
island.  Aftet  performing  so  many  signal  services,  he.at-^ 
tended  bis  mtyesty,  by  his  command^  at  Hanover,  who 
made  him  rear-admiral  of  England, 'and  treasurer  of  the^ 
navy,  and,'  on  bis  return  to  £nglaind,«  one  of  bis  most 
honourable  privy-council;,  and  on  Sept  19,  1721'  he  was 
called  to  the  peerage  by  }he  titleof.baron  Byng,.of  SoutbiUi 
in  the  county  of  Bedford,  ^and  viscount  Torringtoni  in 
Devonshire ;  -  and  1725  was  made  pne,  of  tbe  knights  .of  tbd 
bath  on  the  revival^of  tbat  order.  In  (727j  his  late  majesty, 
on  .his  accession  to  thecrown^  plaeied.him.  at  the  head;  of  his 
natal  affairs^  as  first  lord  of  the  adifnijralty,  in.  which, star 
tion  he  died,  Jan.  17,  1732-3  ;  and  was  interred  at  Southill, 
In  Bedford^ire. — ^^Lord  Tdrringt6n«ariied,  in-i<»l,Mary, 
daughter  of  Jajnes  Master^  of  East  Langdon^  in  tbie  county 
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ofK«nt,e8q.  tiy  whoA  (who  died  in  1756)*  be  had  eleven 
•Otis  and  four  daughters;  His  fourth  sou^  was  the  unfoitii^ 
Hate  Johti  Byng^  •ad^iiral  of  the  bloe^  who  was  oondenmed 
by  the  setttewce  of  a  coort^martial  in  1757,  and  shot.  «i 
Pbitsmouth  Mareh  1 4th' of  that  year,  for  a  breach  of  the 
twelfth' article  of  war.  From  the  best  accounts  publtsbed 
OH  thi^  affair,  it  may  be  concluded  that  be*  was  a  sacrifice 
to  popular  claoibur  artfully  directed  to  the  wfong*  object.  ^ 
BYRNE  (William),  an  emiuent  landscape  engrayer^ 
was  born  in  1743,  and  educated  ur^er  an  uncle,  who  en^ 
graved  heraldry  on  plate ;  but  young  Byrne  having  suc^* 
ceeded  in  a  lancbcakpe  after  Wilsop,  which  obtained  a  pre* 
mium  from  the  sodety  for  the  encouragement  of  arts,  it 
was  regarded  as  the  precursor  of  talent  of  a  superiororder^ 
and  he  was  sent  to  Paries  i^t  that  time  the  chief  seminaiy  in 
Europe  for  the  study  of  engraving.  There  he  studied  suc- 
cessively undisr  Aliamet  and  Wille :  from  the  formar  of 
i^om  he  imbibed  the  leading  trails  of  that  style  of  en^ 

graving  whidi^  he  afterwards  adopted  as  his  own  :  under  the 
tter.  he  engraved  a  large  pkte  •  of  a  storm  after  Vemet ; 
but  the  manual  desrterity  of  Wille  was  alien  to  bis  mind, 
and  probably  contributed  not  much  to  his  improvement, 
although  he  always  spoke  ef  Wille's  insttuctions  with  re* 
specU  When  he  returned  to  England,  tho'Snccess  of 
Woollett,  as  a  landscape  engraver,  had  set  the  fashion  in 
that  department  of  the  art ;  but  Byrne,  disdaining  to  c(^y 
what  he  did  not  fee),  or  perhaps  scorning  the  influence  of 
fashion  in  art,  preserved  the  independence  of  his  style ; 
and  coRtinued  to  study,  and  to  recommend  to  bis  pupls, 
nature,  Vivares,  and  the  best  examples  of  the  French 
school.  His  larger  performances  are  after  Zuccarelli  and 
Both  :  but  his  prinoipal  works  (containing  probably  his  bast 
engraving)  are  the  *^  Antiquities  of  Great  Brkain,"  after 
Hearne;  a  set  of  *<  Views  of  the  Lakes,*'  after  Farringdon; 
and  Smith's  "  Scenery  of  Italy."  His  chief  excellence 
consisting  in  his 'at^rial  perspective,  ahd  the  general  effect 
of  this  chiaroscui\>,  he  was  more  agreeably  and  more  be- 
neficially  employed,  in  finishing  than  in  etching,  and  henee 
lie  generally  worked  in  conjunction  with  hi«  pupi<k,  who 
were  in  his  later  yeai^s  his  own  sons  and  daughters.'  Bis 
manners  were  unassomfing ;  hiii  profes&ionttl  kidustry  un* 
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remitting ;  asid  his  nioral  character  exemplary.  This  in-* 
geitioufs  artist  died  at  his  bouse  iu  Great  Titcbfield  itveet^ 
Sept.  24,  l«05.* 

6YROM  (John),  an  ingenious  Ei^liah  writer^  due 
ydunger  son  of  £dward  Byrom,  a  iiaeo^draper  of  Maa-*^ 
ch^ster^  was  born  at  Kereall  in  the  tieighbonrhood  of  thai: 
^wh^  in  1691 ;  and  after  receiving  sUcii  education  as  bk 
native  place  afforded,  was  removed  to  Mercfaant-Taj^ioai 
school  in  London,  where  he  made  very  extraordinary 
progress  ki  classical  learning,^  atid' was  soon  deemed  (it  for 
the  unfi^rsfty*  At  th#  age  of  siKteen,  he  was  admitted  a 
pensioner  of  Trinity  college,  Cambridge,  under  the  tfaitkili 
of  Mr.  (afterwards  Dr.)  Baker.  During  Ms  i^esidence  here 
the  profidiency  he  had  made  in  classtod  kndwledg^,  Ma- 
pliably  neither  remitted^  ^gr  oyertooked  ;  batihe  isisid 
to  have  paid  no  greatidr  share  of  attention  to  logic 'a«id'tpiii<( 
losophy,  than  was  necessary  to  enable  him  to  paRft^  bis  €ts-» 
tfminations  with  credit.  In  <i71 1,  be  was  adoMtted  to  his 
degree  of ' bachelor  of  arts.     -  '   "  ■     '        •  ^  ■•'  »i- 

'  His  inclination  ^to  poetn^  appeared  very)  isarly,  but  was 
imparted  principally  to  his  friends  and  fetlow^stiidenlii' 
The  first  produ<;tion  which  brought  him  into  general  oelice, ' 
wks  probKbiy  written  in  his  twenty- third  yeati  At  )tbii 
tiine  the  beautiful  pastoral  of  ^^  Coltit  and  IHiebe'^^  appeared 
in  the  eighth  volume  of  the  Spectator ;  and  was,  as  it  £on« 
tinues  to  be,  universally  admired.  The  Ph^be  of  this  pas«- 
toral  was  Joanna,  daughter  of  the  celebrated  Dr.  Beiitley, 
master  of  Trinity  college :  this  young  and  very  amiable 
lady  was  afterwards  married  to  Dr.  Denntson  Ckimberiand, 
bishop  of  Clonfertand  Killaloe,  in  Ireland,  and  was  the  mo-^ 
ther  of  Richard  Cumberland,  esq.  the  weiUknown  dramatic 
writer.  It  has  been  asserted,  but  without  any  foundation, 
that  Byrom  paid  his  addresses  to  Miss  Bentley.  His  object 
%vas  rather  to  recommend  himself  to  the  attention  of  her 
father,  who  was  an  admirer  of  the  Spectators,  and  likely  to 
notice  a  poem  of  sO  much  merit,  coming,  as  he  would  soon 
be  told,  from  one  of  his  college.  Byrom  bad  -bdbre  this, 
sent  two  ingenious  papers  on>the  subject  -of  dix^atning  to 
the  Spectator ;  and  these  specimens  of  promising: talent 
introduced  him  to  the  particular  notice  of  Dr  Bentley^ 
by  whose  interest  he  was  chosen  fellow  of  bis  college,'  aikl 
soon  after  admitted  to  the  degree  of  master-  of  'arts*'  .    ^ 
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Amidst  this  honourable  progress,  be  does  not  appear  to 
haye  thought  of  any  profession,  and  as  he  declined  goii^ 
into  the  church,  the  statutes  of  the  college  required  that 
he  should  vacate  his  fellowship.  Perhaps  the  state  of  his 
health  created  this  irresolution,  for  we  find  that  in  1716 
it  became  necessary  for  him  to  visit  Montpelier  upon  that 
account;  and  his  fellowship  being  lost,  he  returned  no 
more  to  the  Qniversity. 

During  his  residence  in  France,  he  met  with  Male- 
branche'a  **  Search  after  Truth,"  and  some  of  the  works 
of  Mademoiselle  Bourignon,  the  tionsequence  of  which, 
Dr.  Nichols  informs  us,  was,  that  he  came  home  strongly 
possessed  with  the  visionary  philosophy  of  the  former,  and 
the  enthusiastic  extravagances  of  the  latter.  From  the 
order  of  his  poems,  however  which  was  probably  that  pf 
their  respective  dates,  he  appears  to  have  been  at  first 
rather  a  disciple  of  the  celebrated  Mr.  Law,  and  a  warm 
opponent  of  those  divines  who  were  termed  latitudinanan. 
His  admiration  of  Malebranche,  and  of  Bourignon,  after- 
wards increased,  but  he  never  followed  either  so  far  as  to 
d^pise  human  learning,  in  which  his  acquirements  were 
great ;  and  the  delight  which  he  took  in  various  studies, 
ended  only  with  his  life.  By  what  means  he  was  main- 
tained abroad,  or  after  his  return,  are  matters  of  conjec- 
ture. His  biographer  tells  nothing  of  his  father's  inclina- 
tion or  abilities  to  forward  his  pursuits.  It  is  said  that  he 
studied  medicine  in  London  for  some  time;  and  thence 
acquired,  among  his  familiar  friends,  the  title  of  Doctor 
Byrom.  But  this  pursuit  was  interrupted  by  his  falling  in 
love  with  his  cousin,  Elizabeth,  daughter  of  Joseph  By- 
jTom,  a  mercer  at  Manchester,  then  on  a  visit  in  London* 
,To  this  young  lady  he  disclosed  his  passion,  and  followed 
her  to  Manchester,  where  the  ardour  of  his  addresses  soon 
procured  a  favourable  return.  Her  father,  however,  was 
extremely  averse  to  the  match,  and  when  it  took  place 
without  his  consent,  refused  the  young  couple  any  means 
ef  support.  Dr.  Nichols  assigns  two  reasons  for  this  con- 
duct, which  are  not  V0ry  consistent:  the  one,  that  the 
father  was  in  opulent  circunjstances ;  the  other,  that  he 
thought  our  poet  otit  of  his. senses,  and  therefore  would 
not  perhrit  him  to  superintend  the  education  of  his  chil- 
dren, but  took  that  c^re  upon  himself.  If  so,  however 
wrong  his  reasons  might  be,  he  could  not  be  said  to  with- 
|lraw  his  support ;  and  he  .was  probably  soon  convinced  that 
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he  had  formed  ^an  erroneous  estimate  of  bi^  aon-in-law'g 
understanding  and  general  character. 

In  this  dilemtna,  however,  Mr.^  Byrom  had  recourse  to 
the  leaching  of  short-hand  writing,  as  a  means  of  support- 
ing himself  and  his  wife,  who  adber^ed  to  him  with  afFec* 
tionate  tenderness  in  all  his  vicissitudes.  Dn  Nichols  in-> 
forms  us,  that  he  had  invented  his  short-hand  at  Cambridge 
on  t^e  following  occasion  :  Some  manuscript  sermons  being 
communicated  to  him.  written  in  short*hand,  he  easily  dis- 
covered the  true  reading,  but  observing  the  method  to  be 
clumsy  and  ill-cpntrived,  he. set  about  inventing  abetter. 
The  account  given  by  the  editor  of  his  System,  published 
in  1764,  is  somewhat  different.  It  is  said  that  the  first  oc- 
casion of  his  turning  his  attention  that  way  arose  from  his 
acquaintance  with  Mr.  Sharp  of  Trinity  college,  son  to 
archbishop  Sharp.  Mr.  Sharp  bad  be'en  advised  by  his 
father  to  study  the  art,  and  Mr.  Byrom  joined  him.  All 
the  systems  then  in  vogue  appearing  inadequate  to  the 
end,  he  devised  that  which  ndw  goes  by  his  iaarae.  This 
discovery  was  made,  not  without  considerable  exultation^ 
and  provoked  Weston,  then  the  chief  stenographer,  to  a 
trial  of  skill,  or  rather  a  controversy,  which  terminated  in 
favour  of  Byrom.  Weston  published  his  system  in  1725, 
and  the  dispute  was  carried  on  probably  about  that  time. 
Into  the  respective  merits  of  these  systems,  it  is  unne- 
cessary to  enter.  Ang^l,  another  professor  of  the  art,  who 
prefixed  a  short  history  of  Stenographers  to  his  own  system 
(published  in  1758)  considers  Weston's  method  as  one 
that  few  have  either  capacity,  patience,  or  leisure  to  learn. 
He  also  tells  lis  that  Dr.  Byrom  *^  so  far  distinguished  him- 
self as  a  professor  or  teacher  of  the  art  of  short*writing, 
that  about  the  year  1734,  he  obtained  an  act  of  parliament 
(perhaps  he  means  a  patent)  for  that  purpose,  as  pre- 
suming he  had  discovered  a  wonderful  secret;  and  great 
care  has  since  been  taken  to  preserve  it  inviolably  such, 
except  to  his  pupils,  in  hopes  that  by  exciting  a  greater, 
curiosity,  it  might  increase  their  number ;"  and,  as  Mr. 
Angel  had  a  new  system  to  propose,  it  was  necessary  for 
him  to  add,  "  that  he  could  discover  no  peculiar  excellence 
in  Byrom*s,  either  in  the  fgrm  of  the  letters,  the  rules,  or 
the  application  of  them.'*  Byrom,  however,  preserved  his 
system  in  manuscript  a^  long  aS  he  lived.  When  his  friends 
wished  to  publish  it  after  his  d^ath,  they  found  no  part  of 
it  finished  for  the  press,  although  he  had  made  some  pro- 
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gress  in  drawing  it  up  in  foroi,  enough,  says  his  editor,  to 
show  the  plan  upon  which  he  intended  to  proceed.  Among 
his  pupils^  of  whom  an  ample  list  is  given,  in  honour  of 
his  system^  we  find  the  names  of  many  distinguished  scho- 
lars, of  Isaac  Hawkins  Browne,  Martin  Folkes,  Dr.  Hoad^ 
ley,  Dr.  Hartley,  lord  Camden,  &c.  Lord  Chesterfield, 
according  to  Dr.  Nichols,  was  likewise  taught  by  him, 
which  appears  to  be  doubtful.  The  same  biographer  in* 
forms  us,  that  it  was  Byrom^s  practice  to  read  a  lecture  to 
his  scholars  upon  the  history  and  utility  of  short-hand,  in* 
terspersed  with  strokes  of  wit  that  rendered  it  very  enter* 
taining.*v  About  the  same  time  he  became  acquainted  with 
that  irregular  genius  Dr.  Eyfield,  with  whom  he  used  to 
have  skirmishes  of  humour  and  repartee  at  the  Kainbow 
cofTee-house,  near  Temple  Bar.  Upon  that  chemist's  de- 
cease, who  was  the  inventor  of  the  Sal  volatile  oleosunif  By- 
rom  wrote  the  following  impromptu  : 

'^  Ific  jacet  Dr.  Bjfidd,  diu  volatilis^  tandem  fis^us." 

These  circumstances  are  perhaps  trifles,  but  they  prove 
that  the  study  of  the  mystic  writers  had  not  at  this  time 
much  influence  on  our^author's  temper  and  habits,  and 
perhaps  it  was  not  until  much  later  in  life  that  he  became 
an  admirer  of  Jacob  Behmen. 

He  first  taught  short-hand  at  Manchester,  but  afterwards 
came  to  London  during  the  winter  months,  and  not  only 
had  great  success  as  a  teacher,  but  became  distinguished 
as  a  man  of  general  learning.  In  1723-4,  he  was  elected 
a  fellow  of  the  royal  society,  and  communicated  to  that 
learned  body,  two  letters,  one  containing  some  remarks  on 
the  elements  of  short-hand,  by  Samuel  Jeake,  esq.  which 
was  printed  in  the  philosophical  Transactions,  No.  4-B8, 
and  another  letter,  printed  in  the  same  volume,  contain- 
ing remarks  on  Mr.  Lodwick's  alphabet.  The  summer 
months  he  was  enabled  to  pass  with  his  family  at  Man- 
chester. By  the  death  of  his  elder  brother,  Edward  By- 
rom,  without  issue,  the  family  estate  at  Kersall  devolved 
to  him.  At  what  time  this  happened,  his  biographer  has 
not  informed  us,  but  in  consequence  of  this  independence, 
he  began  to  relax  from  teaching,  and  passed  the  remainder 
of  his  days  in  the  enjoyment  of  the  quiet  comforts  of  do- 
mestic life,  for  which  be  had  the  highest  relish,  and  which 
were  heightened  by  the  affectionate  temper  of  his  wife.  It 
is  said  by  Dr.  Nichols,  that  he  employed  the  latter  part  of 


B  Y  R  O  M .  485 

his  life  in  writing  his  poemd,  but  an  inspection  of  their 
dates  and  subjects  will  shew  that  a  very  considerable  part 
must  have  been  written  much  sooner.  Some  he  is  said  to 
have  committed  to  the  flames  a  little  before  his  death ; 
these  were  probably  his  juvenile  effusions.  What  remain 
were  transcribed  from  his  own  copies.  He  died  at  Man- 
chester, Sept.  28,  1763,  in  the  72d  year  of  his  age.  His 
character  is  given  briefly  in  these  words  :  "  As  the  general 
tenor  of  his  life  was  innocent  and  inoffensive,  so  he  bore 
his  last  -  illness  with  resignation  and  cheerfulness.  The 
great  truths  of  Christianity  had  made  from  his  earliest  years 
a  deep  impression  on  his  mind,  and  hence  it  was  that  be 
had  a  peculiar  pleasi^re  in  employing  his  pen  upon  serious 
subjects."  Of  his  family  we  are  told  only  that  he  had 
several  children,  and  that  his  eldest  son  was  taken  early 
into  the  shop  of  his  grandfather,  whdre  he  acquired  a  hand- 
some fortune.  His  opinions  and  much  of  his  character  are 
discoverable  in  his  poems.  At  flrst  he  appears  to  have 
been  a  disciple  of  Mr.  Law,  zealously  attached  to  the 
church  of  England,  but  with  pretty  strong  prejudices 
against  the  Hanoverian  succession.  He  afterwards  held 
some  of  the  opinions  which  are  usually  termed  methodisti- 
cal,  but  he  rejected  Mr.  Hervey's  doctrine  of  imputed 
righteousness,  and  entertained  an  abhorrence  of  predesti- 
•nation.  His  reading  on  subjects  of  divinity  was  extensive, 
and  he  watched  the  opinions  that  came  from  the  press  with 
the  keenness  of  a  polemic  :  whenever  any  thing  appeared 
adverse  to  his  peculiar  sentiments,  he  immediately  opposed 
it  ip  '^  poem,  but  as  scarcely  any  of  his  writings  were  pub- 
lished in  his  life-time,  he  appears  to  have  employed  his  pen 
chiefly  for  his  own  amusement,  or  that  of  his  friends.  At 
what  time  he  began  to  lean  towards  the  mysticism  of  Jacob 
Behmen  is  uncertain.  An  anonymous  writer  in  the  Gen- 
tleman's Magazine  (vol.  LI.)  says,  that  in  1744  he  learned 
High  Dutch  of  a  Russian  at  Manchester,  in  order  to  read 
Jacob's  works  in  the  original ;  and  being  asked  whether 
Jacob  was  more  intelligible  in  that  than  in  the  English 
translation,  he  affirmed  that  ^^  he  was  equally  so  in  both  ; 
that  he  himself  perfectly  understood  him,  and  that  the  rea- 
son others  do  not,  was  the  blindness  and  naughtiness  of 
tlieir  hearts."  If  this  account  be  true,  Byrom  was  farther 
gone  in  Behmenism  than  we  should  conjecture  from  his 
works.  It  certainly  does  not  appear  by  them  that  he  really 
thought  he  understood  Jacob  perfectly,  for  he  adopts,  con- 
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cerniog  him,  the  reply  of  Socrates  conceraiog  Heraclitus't 
writings : 

'*  AU  that  I  understand  is  good  and  true, 
Aim!  what  I  don't,  is,  I  believe,  so  too.** 

Among  his  poems  may  be  found  a  version  of  one  of  Beh- 
fnen^s  epistles,  which  will  at  least  afford  the  reader  an  op- 
portunity of  determining  whether  it  be  most  intelligible  in 
prose  or  verse. 

The  character  of  Byrom,  as  a  poet,  has  been  usually  said 
to  rest  on  his  pastoral  of  Colin  and  Phebe,  which  has  been 
universally  praised  for  its  natural  simplicity ;  but,  if  we 
inquire  what  it  is  that  pleases  in  thiis  poem,  we  shall  pro- 
bably find  that  it  is  not  the  serious  and  simple  expression 
of  a  pastoral  lover,  but  the  air  of  delicate  humour  which 
runs  through  the  whole,  and  inclines  us  to  think,  contrary 
to  the  received  opinion,  that  he  had  no  other  object  in 
view.  Much,  therefore,  as  this  piece  has  been  praised,  he 
appears  to  have  more  fully  established  his  character  in 
many  of  those  poems  written  at  a  more  advanced  age,  and 
published  for  the  first  time,  in  two  elegant  volumes,  at 
Manchester,  in"  1773,  especially  ^^  The  Verses  spokea 
extempore  at  the  meeting  of  a  Club*' — *^  The  Astrologer^' 
— «  The  Pond" — «  Contentment,  or  the  Happy  Work- 
man"— most  of  bis  Tales  and  Fables,  anl  the  paraphrase 
on  the  twenty-third  psalm,  entitled  a  *^  Divine  Pastoral." 
In  these  there  appears  so  much  of  the  genuine  '  spirit  of 
poetry,  and  so  many  approaches  to  excellence,  that  it  would 
be  difficult  even  upon  the  principles  of  fastidious  criticism^ 
and  impossible  upon  those  of  comparison,  to  exclude  By- 
rom  from  a  collection  of  English  poets.  His  muse  is  said 
to  have  been  so  kind,  that  he  always  found  it  easier  to  ex- 
press his  thoughts  in  verse  than  in  prose,  and  although  ^his 
preference  appears  in  many  cases  where  the  gravity  of 
prose  only  ought  to  have  been  employed,  yet  merely  as 
literary  curiosities,  the  entnre  works  of  Byrom  appear  to 
deserve  the  place  allotted  to  them  in  the  late  edition  of  the 
English  poets,  1810,  21  vols.  8vp. 

It  is  almost  superfluous  to  add,  that  with  such  an  attach- 
ment to  rhime,  he  wrote  with  ease:  it  is  more  to  his  cre- 
dit that  he  wrote  in  general  with  correctness,  and  that  his 
mind  was  stored  with  varied  imagery  and  original  turns  of 
thought,  which  he  conveys  in  flowing  measure,  always 
delicate  and   often'  harmonious. '  In  his  ^^  Dialogue  dn 
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Contentment/'  and  his  poem  ^^  On  the  Fall  of  Man,  in 
answer  to  bishop  Sherlock,"  he  strongly  reminds  us  of 
^  Pope  in  the  celebrated  essay,  although  in  the  occasional 
adoption  of  quaint  conceits  he  appears  to  have  followed 
the  example  of  the  earlier  poets.  Of  his  long  pieces,  per« 
haps  the  best  is  >^  Enthusiasm/'  which  he  published  in 
1751*,  and  which  is  distinguished  by. superior  aniaiation« 
and.  a  glow  of  vigorous  fancy  suited  to  the  subject.  He 
depicts  the  classical  enthusiast,  and  the  virtuoso,  with  a 
strength  of  colouring  Dot  inferior  to  some  of  Pope's  hap«: 
piest  portraits  in  his  Episliles.  His  coutraversial  and  cri* 
tical  verses,  it  has  already  been  hinted,  are  rather  to  be 
considered  as  literary  curiosities  than  as  poems,  for  what 
can  be  a  poem  which  excludes  the  powers  of  inve^ntion,  and 
interdicts  the  excursions  of  fancy?  Yet,  if  there  be. a 
merit  in  versifying  terms  of  art,  some  may.  also  be  allowed 
to  the  introduction  of  questions  of  grammar,  criticism,  and 
theology,  with  so  much  ease  and  perspicuity. 
,  Byrom's  lines  ^<  On  the  Patron  of  Cngiand'*  are  worthy 
of  notice,  as  having  excited  a  controversy  which  is,  per* 
haps,  not  yet  decided.  In  this  poem  he  endeavoured  to. 
prove  the  non-existence  of  St.  Georga,  the  patron  ^aiiitof 
England,  by  this  argument  chiefly,  that  the  English  were 
eon  verted  by  Gregory  the  First,  or  the  Great,  who  sent 
over  St.  Austin  for  that  purpose-;  and  he  conceives  that  in 
the  ancient  Fasti,  Georgiiis  was  erroneously  set  down  for 
(jrregorius,  aud  that  George  nowhere  occurs. as  patron  un* 
til  the  reign  of  Edward  III.  He  concludes  with  requesting 
that  the  matter  may.  be,  considered  by  Willis,  Stukeley^ 
Ames,  or  Pegge,  all  celebrated  antiquaari^s,  or  by  the  sor 
£iety  of  antiquaries  at  large,  stating  the  plain  question  to 
be^  <<  Whether  England's  patron  was  a  knight  or  a  pope?'' 
This  challenge  must  have  been  given  some  time  before  the 
year  r? 5 9,  when  all  these  antiquaries  were  living,  but  in 
ivhat  publicatioD,  if  printed  at  all,  we  have  not  been. able 
to  discover.  Mr.  Pegge,  however,  was  living  when  By* 
rom'^  collected  poems  appeared,  and  judged  the  question 


*  In  1749  he  published  «<  An  Epis- 
tie  to  a  Gentleman  of  the  Temple.*' 
In  lft55  a  pamphlet  wat  poblished, 
e.ntitled  "  The  Contest,  in  which  is  ex- 
hibited a  preface  in  faVour  of  blank 
terse ;  with  an  •xperiment  of  it  in  an 
ode  upon  the  British  conntry  life,  by 
Roller  Comberbacb>  esq. ;    An  Epistle 


from  Dr.  Byrom  to  Mr.  Comberbac|i» 
in  defence  of  rhyme ;  and  an  eclogue 
by  Mr.C6mberbaeh|in  reply  to  Dr.  By- 
rom».  8vo,  Chester/'  This  pampblat 
waa  published  by  Mr.  Comber  bach, 
and  is  probably  alluded  lo  in  our  au« 
tbor*s  "  Thoughts  on  Blrimennd  Blank 
Verse."    Comberbach  was  a  banister. 
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of  sufficient  importance  to  bediscassed  in  the  society.  His 
**  Observations  on  the  History  of  St.  George'*  were  printed 
in  the  fifth  volume  of  the  Arcb«eologia,  in  answer,  not  only 
to  Byrxmiy  but  to  Dr^  Pettingal,  who  in  1760  expressed 
his  unbelief  in  St.  George  by  a  *^  Dissertation  on  the 
Kquestrian  Figure  worn  by  the  knights  of  the  Garter :" 
Mr.  Pegge  is  supposed  to  have  refuted  fjoth.  The  contro^ 
▼ers}*  was,  however,  revived  at  a  much  later  period  (179^) 
by  Mr.  Milner,  of  Winchester,  who,  in  answer  to  the  as- 
sertions of  Gibbon,  the  historian,  has  supported  the  reality 
of  the  person  of  St.  George  with  much  ingenuity*  ^ 

BYTHNER  (Victorinus),  an  able  linguist,  was  a  n»- 
ixfe  of  Poland,  who  came  to  Oxford  when  somewhat  ad- 
vanced in  life,  was  matriculated,  and  read  a  Hebrew 
lecture  for  many  years  in  the  hall  of  Christ  Church,  and 
before  the  rebellion  in  1 642  instructed  many  scholars  in 
that  language.  Even  after  being  disturbed  by  the  revolu- 
tionary confusions,  he  published  some  works  for  the  use  of 
his  pupits.  After  leaving  Oxford  he  went  to  Cambridge, 
and  thence  to  London,  and  Wood  thinks,  retimed  to  Ox* 
ford.  About  1664  he  retired  into  Cornwall,  and  practised 
jriiysie,  but  the  time  of  his  death  has  not  been  ascertained. 
He  wrote,  1."  Lethargy  of  the  Soul,  &c."  1636,  8vo. 
!».  *<  Tabula  directoria  :  in  qua  totam  TO  TEXNIKON  Lio* 
gam  SanctsB,  ad  amussim  delineatur,'*  Ox.  1637.  3.  ^^  Lin- 
gua eruditorum,'*  usually  called  his  Hebrew  Grammar,  Ox. 
1688,  8vo^  and  reprinted.  4.  **  Manipulus  messis  magoae, 
nve  Grammat  exemplaris,'*  Lend.  1639,  8vo.  5.  **  Ckvis 
Linguse  Sanctae,**  Camb.  1648,  8vo.  6.  "  Lyra  prophe- 
tica  Ehividis  regis  :  sive  Analysis  Crittco-Practica  PsaliaoT 
rum,^  Lond;  1650,  4to,  and  1645.  To  this  is  added  aa 
introduction  to  the  Chaldaic* 

BZOVIUS  (Abraham),  a  learned  Polander,  and  a  very 
voluminous  writer,  was  desicended  from  a  good  family,  ami 
born  in  1567.  His  parents  dying  when  he  was  a  child,  he 
was  educated  by  his  grandmother  on  the  mother's  side,  in 
the-city  of  Prosovitz ;  and  made  so  good  use  of  the  instruc- 
tions of  one  of  his  uncles,  that  at  ten  years  of  age  he  could 
write  Latin,  compose  music,  and  mak^  verses.  After  this, 
he  went  to  conttnue  his  studies  at  Cracow,  and  there  took 
tbe  habit  of  a  Dominican.     Being  sent  into  Italy,  he  rea4 
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lectures  of  philosophy  as  Mrlan^  and  of  ditimty.  at/ Bologna. 
After  he  returned  into  bis.  own  country,  he  preached  in 
Posnania,  and  in  Cracoiv,  witli  the  applause  of  all  hh 
hearers ;  and  taught  philosophy  and  divinity.  He  was  pria* 
cipal  of  a  college  of  his  own  order;  and  did  several  con- 
siderable services  to  that  and  to  his  country.  Afterwards 
he  went  to  Rome ;  where  he  was  received  with  open  arms 
by  the  pope,  and  lodged  in  the  Vatican.  From  his  holir 
ness  he  certainly  deserved  that  reception,  for  he  imitated 
Baronius  closely  in  his  ambition  to  favour  the  power,  and 
raise  the  glory,  of  the  papal  see.  His  inconsiderate  and 
violent  zeal,  however,  led  him  to  representations  in  his. 
history  of  which  he  had  reason  to  repent.  He  had  very 
much  reviled  the  emperor  Lewis  of  Bavaria,  and  razed  him 
ignominiously  out  of  the  catalogue  of  emperors.  The 
duke  of  Bavaria  was  so  incensed  at  this  audaciousness,  that, 
not  satisfied  with  causing  an  apology  to  be  wrote  for  that 
emperor,  he  brought  an  action  in  form  against  the  annalist, 
and  got  him  condemned  to  make  a  public  retractation,  and 
he  was  also  severely  treated  in  the  "  Apology  of  Lewis  of 
Bavaria,'*  published  by  George  Herwart ;  who  affirms,  that 
Bzovius  had  not  acted  in  his  annals  like  a  man  of  honesty, 
or  wit,  or  judgment,  or  memory,  or  any  other  good  qua- 
lity of  a  writer.  Bzovius  would  probably  have  continued 
in  the  Vatican  till  his  death,  if  the  murder  of  one  of  his 
servants,  and  the  loss  of  a  great  sum  of  money,  which  was 
carried  off  by  the  murderer,  had  not  struck  him  with  such 
a  terror,  as  obliged  him  to  retire  into  the  convent  of  Mi- 
nerva, where  he  died  in  1637,  aged  seventy.  The  letter 
vrhich  the  king  of  Poland  writ  to  the  pope  i^  1633,  does 
Our  Dominican  much  honour ;  for  in  it  the  king  supplicates 
Urban  VIIL  most  humbly  to  sufl'er  the  good  old  man  to 
return  into  Poland,  that  he  might  employ  him  in  com- 
posing a  history  of  the  late  transactions  there.  He  der 
clares,  that  he  shall  esteem  himself  much  indebted  to  hi« 
holiness,  if  he  will  *be  pleased  to  grant  him  that  favour^ 
which  he  so  earnestly  requests  of  him. 

Bzovius's  principal  work  is  his  continuation  of  Baro- 
tiius*s  "  Annak  of  the  Church,"  of- which  nine  volume^ 
folio  have  been  printed,  the  first  eight  at  Cologne,  1616— 
1641,  and  the  ninth  at  Rome  in  1672.  ,  The  author  is 
al^undantly  credulous,  and  so  partial  to  his  order  that  some 
have  considered  the  work  rather  as  a  histco^y  of  the  Do- 
minicans, than  of  ^she  church  at  large,  yet  the  curious 
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inqairer  will  find  maDy  important  facts  and 

brought  together  with  much .  industry,  and  at  a  great  ex- 
pence  of  time  and  labour.  Bzovius  wrote  also  the  lives  of 
some  of  the  popes,  and  many  sermons,  &c. ' 
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